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A US Army Mobil Training Team from Fort Ltulick, Canzl Zone has been in

Bogota, Colombia to conduct a course of insiruction aimed at solving a
i (v‘t ’f’"‘ ’ ’1_‘3,-’;:!.::
dhlémma in the Colombian Army's Grupo Paez #l MEchanlze%/Battallon.
radio
lhe dilemma revolved arcund/communications within the battalion. <The

unit has had in its possession for some time mmikxk Military Assistance
Program supplied mobil radios, but wit: out having fully qualified
operztors xixkin the battalions And this problem was not restricted Fo .
this one battalion, but extended throughout other mechanized u;;{;rig‘? |
the Colomoian Army,

To remedy this situation, USMILGP in Bogota requested a radio

operations Mobil Training ream, +he original idea was to select certain
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0fficers and iwd's from the mebhea&gad battalions to com. t¢ pogota and
attend the four week course. Upon arrival of the team, however, plans

were changed so that mmy = § officers and 17 NGO's

from the Grupo Pzez #l only attended the course., L:ter, several of thexm
xindewts better students were Lo be recommend by the MIT members as
instructorse ‘They would then conduct cemmx radioc operations courses
Tor officers and NCO's in the other mechanized battalions,

The MBT Team Chief was Captain John W, Wood, Jr, Company E, 8th SFG
(ABH), Fort Gulick, His team of instructors consisted of thiee sergeants:

SFC Emilio I. Fregoso, Companmy B; SSG William V. Olds, LOlst ASA Det.; and
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SGT Jerald L, Bocrie, Company P PRl
The courses were conducted at thé;;éﬂéﬁﬁaﬁfﬁﬁ"ﬁ aﬁééﬁe&yﬁgﬁéﬁ
in Bogota, and were broken down by days to be spent on the varicu:s radios
availavle to the battalion: 1lst week; PRC-6, PRC-1C, GRC-19; 2nd week:
GRC-87; Horizontal antemnae 292; 3rd week: VRC-103;zmm VRI-3; Lth week:

liritien exams, practical exams, and three days of lsboratory in which the

men were given the chance to practice more with the various vadios while
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the instructors were available to answer mmyxef the_r guestions,
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The Grupo Paeg #1 Mechaniz e%Battallon is equipped with Armored

Personnel Carriers, half-tracks, scout cars, and jeeps. It is
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