
Draft folt Backgroung Story, The Colombian Soldier, DuS 300-36/66 Nov-Dec 1966 

(NOTE: Additional information on the SElJA training, made aVailable to the 
Colombian soldier as he prepares to leave military service, iE m2Y 
be found in the enclosed folder describing the Bogota industrial 
training center.) 
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Gerographically/divic.ed into three parts Colombia is such a country. 

bf seperate ranges of the Andes i10untains, mountains that provideJit terrcin 

1 

for guerrilla operations. These mountains have also proven a natural barrier 

d'~ ~?t -~~ f;v.:~~ ~ 
to the developnent of communications~el:llllT:!:y' peacis. The Coloi{oian - '-

~ Soldier today is working ~, on solutibons to both problpAlls. 

Tile Colombian soldier, who is drafted for a period of t.,o years, often 

comes from a small linca, or ,'arm. tJy law, he registers for military service 

on reaching the age of 17. Nost begin their service shortly thereafter. 

"rancisco l'larquez Hontes came to the Colombian Army fr~m a farm near the 

small <10 mmuni ty of Santa Rosa de Cubal. I-larco, ,lith several mili ta:cy school 

opportunities open to him, lIElCIm ,las to chose the bt elite Lanceros uhero [18 

was S08n selected as a 'dragoneante', or outstanding soldier. 

Follouing official entry into the Colombian JUnuy, the new soldiers are 

given a short briefing on the various military schoDls available to them. These 

include the Cavalry (Caballeria), the ~ Hechanized units (Grupo 

l1ecanizado), the Artillery (Artilleria), Engineers (Enginieros), COImJunications 



In a Latin llmerican country where the activities of insurgents, aided and 

abetted by geographical land features and an often intimidated population 

offers a c:mstant threat to national political stability, the role of the 

military in maintaining public order is highly impor"Gant. The f act that 
bandit-

the g,oe'! ill a-intimidated population i3 often of the loner class and 

mostly illiterate complicates the probeem as ignorance is l&!ge17 a major 

part of the basis ~on which the insrgents base their anti-government 

ilnd if such a country is also a developing nation Hhere the military 

is the primary force behind civic ~ction and other national development 

efforts, the L~portance of the armed forces mmxext increases more than 
this 

proportionally. To ~ country then, the importance of the soldier 

cannot be overstated. He m~ be totally ignorant or p2rtially educated. 

Either <Jay, he is the foundation of the military, its muscle for both 

public order and national development. 
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(Transmisiones)), Transportation (Columna Transportes), and Hedics (Sanidad)( ~/1 ~ 
The schools, and qualifications for enery, are described to the neH men. Harco 

chooses the Lanceros, the elite combat unit of the Colombian Army whose training 

center is located near the tOem of Nelgar, approximateJ;y" a tlW hour drive 

from Bogota dounhill :tm into the flat, eastern part of the cDuntry. 

Narco acrives at the training center accompamied by a recruiting officer 

lmo tUl'ns the ne,) men over to the Comr,'andi ng Officer of the training Cadre. A 

brief Helcome statement is made to the men ••••• and convec'sion from civilian to 

soldier begins. 

1be first step is a personal history statement •••• n2~e, birthday, p,rents 

names and address. Its all recorded for the personnel section. Next comes 

a complete medical examllf which begins Ilith hdght, '18itht. A medical record 

is begun for the soldiers, one that l<ill stay Hith them. Notations are made 

on needed dental 'cork, the possibility of other health problems that may need 

correction. Ifith a lot of ne" men to process, the doctors are kept busy on 

reception days. Identification cards are to be issued, and photos are t~(en of 

the ne" men for that purpose. In quick succession follou a 

visit to the barber "'10 gives each man c,' 'nell look' traditionalJ;y" associated 

uith most any Army; the issue of nel, clothes, uniforms and combat boots; and 

each man is assigned his ne" home: a bunk in a barn-like barracks. It is not 

long before the civilian clothes are gone, and the men are decked out in 

unifomms and on the parade field to begin basic training. 

Each of the Colombian Army units conduct their O1m basic and advanced 

training. For the past ten years, ~he Lanceros conducted basic for other 

elite Colombian units such as the airborne battalion and the Palace Guards, plus 

advance training for themselves. This is inGhe process of change today, and 
the 

each major unit will conduct :i::tsxmm basic and advanced training :f=ammx0m 

for its O1m personnel from nOl'l on. 
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,\mid the physical DIld combat type of train'~ng conducted for the 

soldier of the ColOLlbian Army are special classes in the basics of reading, 

writing and mathematics. These classes were est blish by the Colombian 

~ to eliminate problems caused by illiterate personnel entering the 

service. l!mI:iI. The number of young men entering the Arrrry ,,,ho are not aole 

co read or i'lri te numbe"' 17 to 18 percent of the total. liIi::I!:Jm This special 

training has, of course, the added benefit of returning literate men to 

civilian life on completion of their military service, thus benefiting the 

Colombian society as a whole. 

Advanced training in the Lanceros takes a special direction ••• counter-

guerrilla Harfare. This training is intensive. Classes are conducted and 

aEtxaT attacks on guerilla camps are staged. Though these raids are mock-

ups and the guerrillas are really other soldiers, the training is invaluable. 

Such operations are carried out in minute detail, from a civilian reportin" 

the presence of guerrilla forces in a certain area to mapping the operation, 

and briefing the men in the patrol. Each detail is made as real as possible 

because the presence of insurgence in Colombia is veryroal. 

All is not Hork for the Colombian soldier, honeyer. Casinos del Soldado, 

or soldiers clubs, are to be found on most of the military posts, and here 

the soldier rna;'{ spend free time inth his fr:'.ends in a variety of garnes or 

just visiting. 

The Arrrry 1 S concern Hi th its men and their future contribution to the 

future of Colombia does not end Hith thEiir participation in military 

operations or civic acti~n projects. 1f< ;tj""'-'r'" (;.t«.- I , During the latter pm:: feH ,reeks of 

military service, yet more training for ~ 

citizen. 'Io1!\!o!&!8!i! __ : oble to contribut. to the developnent and advancement of 

the country is made available. This comes in the form of SEFA. 

SEliA i:x means Servicia Nacional de Aprendizaje, a sort of nation~l 

apprentice school system. SElJA instruction and training centers are located 



throughout Colombia.. At these centers not o~ soldiers about tc return to 

civilian life, but young men from ase 14 through 21 have the opportunity 
from 

to learn a trade, tc improve an ability, to study ne." Hays of/repairing 

engines to the care and feeding of livestock. 

SENA is a .molly Colombian effort. Founded in 1957 by the !lD>vernment 

and a group of industrialists, it is fin8I1ced touay by a tax on industry 

payrolls. The founders of SEllA saw an increasingly critical ne'"d for 

semi-skilled and skilled tradesmen end technicians and decided to invest 

in the future of Colombia. 

In the past 8 years, over 140,000 Colombians have taken courses at 
l·rhich include ~ nearly everything from indutt to agric. 

the 50-plus SEl,A centersj Nany of t,!ese have been soldiers .mo, because 

of S3l!A and the Army I s concern for the future of their men and their cOlUltry, 

have had the opportunity to better themselve,3, upgrade their staridard of 

living, and thus give give a helping hand touards the gr01rt.h of their 

developing nation. 

FolloWing the completion of SElIA training, its back to an army post 

for the official discharge, a last few Nords from the COmr:12nding Officer. 

The ceremony of discharge is brief, consisting of a pass in reviell of 

a company and the men llho are to be discharged. Immediately upon 

completion of the ceremony, the men are dismissed to return to civilian 

life. Hany Nill pursue ne" careers learned in the lU'l1ly or at ",E,A. but 

:firstzi:tJi:ztI=e All ,;ill contribute to the j'Jrt;Jrno a better future for 

themselves, and in 'ohe process, for Colombia. 


