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::;eventy-five Uolombian !J'!l1y Officers Cadets received their commissions 

as 2nd lieutenants during the colorful graduation ceremony held in December 

in Bogota, Colombia. The ceremony was highlighted in part by the presentation 

of a United states Arrrry 'Iest Point Sabre to one ..;; outstanding _ (?d'..{"t'" T. 

The ceremony l1as held on the grounds of the academy, the Escuela l1ilitar 

de Cadetes, in Bogot"; It was attended not alone by top Colombian government 

and military officials, but also by ambassadors and military attaches from 

several countries, including the United States. 

The ceremony actually consisted of three 'graduations',lithin the total 

program. The first group rlere those officers-to-be who received their 

secondary school diplomas. On entering the academy, a cadet may take as fe" 

as jl:ihcm_illlllI£xs two years of 33;; "" mostly military subjects if he is already 

a secondary (high) school graduate; or, if he has not graduated from a 

secondary school, he may take up to three years of the required subjects!r 0 r 

that secondary diploma before going on to the required tuo years of more 

military subjects, ,ihich is uhat the first group of graduates had done. 

The second group of men to I graduate I consisted of 153 student of ricers 

lmO rlere promoted to the senior class. They will be 2nd lieutenants on 

completion of about another year of study (the school has June and December 

graduations each year). 

And the final group, of course, Here the ne.'lly commisdoned lieutenants 

Hho .,ere the actual I graduates I of the long-Wadi tional ceremony. This 

part "f the ceremony l,as highlighted by the recognition of the Honor Graduate, 

2nd Lt Rodolfo Herrera Lune and by the presentation of the ,,:est Point Saber 

to 2nd Lt Carlos Rey Castano, This is an annual presentation made to the 

cadet ,lith the highest scholastiC grade in military tactics. The presentation 

this year was made by the US Ambassador to Colombia, the Honorable Reynold E. 

Carlson. Other US officials present at the ceremony D1cluded the us Army Milita' ry 



2222 

Attache, Colonel Alfred Coffey. Lt Col La;rrence D. Shields, among others, 

represented the US Army Mission to Colombia. Col Shields is the Artillery 

AdVisor to the Colombian Army and also holds the additional position of 
. . . . \;tk"li __ ~1~11I!tJil_~((/~,> /,,~>. 

adVJ.sor to the l1ilitary Academy. "he academY)iTece~ves, thoughillilte USdtMIS, 

training aids, as Hell as a feu vehicles and radios. The mission has also 

proVided the school Hith guest instructors in a variety of subjects, 

including signal, psychological .-rarfare, and engineering. r 
The ceremonial commissioning of the neH 2nd lieutenants took the form 

of the presen"uation of a SHord, the symbolic man:Lfestation of their Officers 

rank. 

FolloHing the presentation of the svwrds, the President of the Uepublic 

of Colombia, Carlos Lleras Restrepo, addressed the assembled students rum 

newly commissioned lieutenants. 

~so, the school participates "lith -,jest Point in the annual tuo-week, 

tHo-man exchange of cadet officers. 'l\ro men from each of the schools trade 

places for t,w .,eeks for general Visiting and orientation to the uorks of 

each military academy. 



1600ft 12 cans 

A vital link in ~ communications behleen 6 locations directly concerned 

with the United States l]art in the peace keeping mission in the Dominican Republic 

is the teleg~ph relay located in th1headQUarters building 0" US ~rmed Forces) Dominican 

Republic J&> Santo Domingo. 
I 

Operated by XU United States Army Strategic CommuniBstions, the Santo 
'S-R/?<-?"IAC{ 

Dcmingo Telegraph terminal main section contains-1{- mHEkima FGC-25 telepypewriter 

_ ~~A' j2";<J..7{-
machines. 6 of these sre ~nj\u8e RIO. as senders and receivers ' .. ,hile the rs g 

~ are standby units. 

The six BlllE circuits operate as relays bet1;een, from, and to the follo>ling 
Sen Isidro Airfield, 

US milikry posts: Airborne Brigade ,/Santo Dcmingo; Fort Bragg, Ibrth Csrolina; 

Foc·t Allen, Puerto Rico; Joint Chiefs of Staff, ~lashington, D.C.; Cn:CLANr, Norfolk, 

Virginia. 

THE Santo Domingo relay station's main function is just thst: the receivin~ 
to and from 

recording, andre laying of messages bet,.,een those points, and jj"lii"~ them. ~ssages 

received or sent through the Sento Domingo relsy center are, if headed for the 

ststss, sent by radio to Puerto Rico snd the n fort-larded from there via E"JjX 

underwater cable to Florida aod then to theili destinction. l~sBages sent throug 

the Dcminican Republic station csn connect the sender" ith anyone of many 

STRATCOM stations locDted throughout the world. HOl-lever, the center handles 

~
" 'j 

. /yY1(:>t.-\,v Vi 
~ telegraph messages, the voice connections being a sep6rate part of the 

rJr)W.~1vw'/kAr'A:;" V 
Sento DomingojfPeration. 

The Santo Dcminto STRATCCM facility, 

"'-When the- Inter American Police Focce -l8t~fl om the Dominican Republic, is 

conc".anded by US Army Captain Kc,rl R. Anderson, Jr. His Crypto CustOdian and 

Security &f'ficer is Warrent Officer \~illiam Jarvis. 


