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In the early hours of the morning of June 28th, 1966, the first contingent
of troops stationed in the Dominican Republic as part of the Inter American Pglice
Force began the long trek home.

The firet soldiers to leave were from the United Statess...members of the

lst Brigade, 320th Artillery, 82nd Airborne Divieion. Packing, crating, and other

-

Srap-seemgise preparations & departure haed begun two days earlier.

Over 400 of the 82nd's Airborne troops had been stationed at Camp Coleman,
some four miles from Bgnto Domingo, since their arrival on the let of December in
1965« <Lhe first hundred, mostly drivers and vehicle maintenance personnel,
started their 15 mile convoy drive before dawn....they were acheduled to errive
at their point of embarkation st deybreak.

The Crgenization of American States had voted their job done. A4ll of the
Inter American Police Force (IAPF) were to be pulled out within 90 days. Dominican
voters had elected Joaquin Balaguer as President on the lst of June...he would
assums office on the lst of July.

The long convoy of newly painted and re-stencilled trucks rolled by points
recalling the pmm% troubled past 14 months in the Dominican Republic....the Duarte
Bridge where, during the height of the fighting, rebels had set up barricades to
keep troop reinforcements from reaching the city....through the ¥rebel zone" which
had been sealed off by the IAPF during the revolt....past the World Fairgrounds
plwemwemieemsnd. built during the regime of the late dlctator Rafael Trujillo...slong
the George Washington Avenue where Trujillo was assassinated....and onto Red Beach,
10 miles outside the capitol city.

Red Beachessthe small, palm fringed harbor where 400 US Marines landed
on Agril 28th, 1965 to protect American livee and property when revolution rocked

Hispani

tuﬁﬂlsland natione.



While the first evacuation ship...the L3ST "Waldo County"...losded the
hundred plus artillerymen and their vehicles, another shi, the "Churchill County",
stood offshore. She would beasch on the 28th to pick up another contingent of
men, their vehicles and howitzers. The rest of the brigade, meesnwhile, returned
stateside on (-150 mircraft from the Santo Domingo Airport.

But the United States contingent was only a part of the peace-keeping
force that reached a pesk Bf strength of over 22~thcusand men on land and over
8-thousand aboard shipe off-shore in May of 1965. Aa the artillerymen began
leaving, the police force stood at 8,000, Off these, 6,800 were from the United
States and the rest from Brezil, Paraguey, Nicaragus, Henduras, and Costa Rica.
This entire inter-American force wae commanded by Bragilian Generasl Alvaro
Braga. The United States treEge portion of Gener:zl Braga's force was under the
command of Brigadier General Robert Linvill.

ihe men of the 82nd called Cgmp Coleman home for nearly 7 montha. Thelr
of ficial mission wae artillery support to the IAPF. Luring the late 1965
Santiago Crisie, they also ran the rebel compound. Otherwise, reguler Army
business moved as usual....treining was kept up to dete...there were 140
promotionsss.ea few demotionsess.

The kxiga artillerymen were salsc involved in a medical CGivic Action program
while at Camp Coleman. Led by Spanish~spesking Doctor (Captain) lNeville Pereyo,
the unit'e Aid Station treated or gave medicine to mkxm a monthly average of
800 to 1000 Dominicanse Doing this for 6 months, the unit dietributed more
medicine then any cther US unit in the Dominican Republic. One Aid 3tetion NCO
noted that Captain Pereyc had spent of his own money during the program. His
example was followsd by the artillerymen who contributed towards & wheelchair

for a bed-ridden muscular dystrophy victim living somwe 15-miles from the camp.



As the "Waldo County" prepared to leave Red Beach for the 4-day trip to
Sunny Point, North Cgrolina, IAPF Commander-in-Chief General Braga and other
high level officers participated in a brief ceremony of farewell near the LST.

General Krage compliwented the artillerymen on a job well done. General
Linvill thanked the men for performing their miseion to the best of their
abilitiess Following the brpressions of thanke, the "Waldo County" slid off
Red Beach —nd headed home as the 8lst Army Band played the Dominican and
United States national anthems. The same brief ceremony of appreciastion was

repeated forthe artillerymen leaving for home vie airplane.



