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The "Oentro de Rehabilitacion Para Ninos Lisiados® imxmx in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic is a small, crowded 'outpatient! clinic for crippled children 49472;
14 years of age.armeusger. 3Iince 1963, the ﬂ.aio-'ﬁxnxgg%%gﬁééz;E!!lier of
patients has grown to a present-day 2,246. It is qisdslet prowinggms at a rate
of 125 new cases per month.

Any number of probleme have hindred the mexizmmxrsrfrxmaxcsxef the
overworked staff members from doing the best possible for their many patients.
However, a series of contributions made raxsmtiyxk during rscent months by
various world and private organizations will make possible the expansion
of the only rehabilitation center in the republic. Among the contributors
have been the Dominican Association for the Rehsbilitstion of Crippled
Children; the United Matione with technicel assistence; the Internestional

Socleity for the Disabled; the Papal Nuncjo with funde for mex & new, larger
Lo OULAEE )P it vrs

building; and the Imb = ¢ Fo prd—HIFCRDC REP with equipment
enler .
for the. irres  Thia equipment included crutbhbes, cheirs, beds, mirrors,

and so forth. It wae bought with furdmzicnetegzkyxfiiz a two thousand doller

donation from GI's stationed in the Dominican Republic as part of the IAPF,

e:/( o
The purchases were made in the United States and i the U3 militar;\fzg%;§zh,,‘2£,—/

free delivery, to—the DominieanTepublics

The present location of the Center is in a 20-square meter room in a
crowded residential sreas In this one room are examination bootha, offices,
gpd the gym required for special physical therapy. The etaeff congists of
one full-time @octor-director, Dr. Alfredo Bentreras; two Physical Therapista,

(?ne of whom is Bhe Boston-born wife of a Dominicen eurologistjyone part-time
doctor; two nzthnpndxcz;anauitanzx part—~time orthopedic consultantse

A United Mations employes 1s currently i;gagedi7£eaching ;gién Dominicane
the design and construction of bracef#s/?ofindivﬁdtal needa.& The

instructor, Mr. Claf Hpnsen of Denmark, is a Prosthetist and Orthohist®» and



1a

will spgnd a total of 18 mont on his project.,f?i;

ey . s
Most of the clinic's cadas coe;{i;;m three primary sources 1) Ehe 1962 rrtr’

polio epsdemic; 2) cerebral palsy, %{of which are very retarﬂe%%ﬁ %

sfwirret=are 'custodicl cases! requiring constant care; and 3), deformities

of the legs. The latter ie due to intestinal worme, lack of vitaminsy and dther

mukriftianat-prebiex national nutritional problems, and Aimproper or no

pre~natal care 6bvthe mother. 60% of the Benter's new cases fall within the

‘deformities of the leg' category'x and it is because of this that the

brace project is highly important. Hopeful plans are to have all the patients

properly braced within hes & / a couple of years.
Though the CenterikmEidxFrobimmxiaxike limited number of qualified

personnel versus the nupgber of patients, it's workers hage attacked
agpeskxefzihez - prkedxehil a%%%xptmzxuzxﬁpprﬂ amxaf
fewzgankified zparasnnel.

One of these is the illiteracy of their patients; the other, the l-ck

of pPhysical %hermpists.

-~
The first problem has its roots in the traditional msnner of 4#& E.
%_ M’; / isabled Dominican child. & /recent
syt oL 1 rotwisigts eminiranzerippimdxchitd. the/past,

sziefarzmdxarzeriprindxekitdxgue such a child was coneidered a and was

Most of today's patients in the clinic do not know how to resd”or write.
Ziven no educational opportunities./ To counteract this situsticn, the Center
is beginning a echool to be run by a government-paid 1:.eacher«9;~u Z:fi?éﬁﬂqgiﬁélp .

The lack of gqualified physicel therapists will alsc he attacked via a

school. This cone will be run by the Center =nd the teachers will be the
professionals already on the staff. The first clasa is toh;:ebetween 6 and 8
students whe will study basic pripciples of physical therapy. Teday,
physical therapy given the /s¥8F#n lasts abou! ten minutes. It should be

at lezast an hour.

Arlevintiorzefxike Orowded conditions has also forced the Center to

limit patients toggne checkup every three months. This should herEewestier
Here L el i

,and will bsypn dompletion of the/$2G,000 building which is expected in COctober o f this

Yy . year,




