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Under the guidence of e US Army codppmisee MIT mémber, the Dominicen
Army's 2nd Engineer Battalion has recently established the beginning of
a standardlized supply and maintenance system. The previous lack of this
Spipent organization had caused, among other thinge, the deadlining of
85 per cent of the battalion's behicles.

Captain Richard Thompsen, l46th Eng Det, 8th SFG (Abn), Pt Gulick,
Canal Zone, wae a member of a lli-man compoeite MIT sgnt to the Dominicen
Hepublic under the auepices of the U3 Military and Aesistence
Group to train and advise varioue Dominican unite. OCaptain Thompson's

work at the temporary battallon hesdquarters on the outekirts of Sento _ ‘
Domlngo was with lst Lt d la cha Mar ine%attalion % /”%&
Much furtéer pregbeaﬂ in the d:l.rect:l.on begun by tain Thompeon B

ia not possible due tc = lack of parts, various trained personnel, end :
e

needed tools. However, wwsh progrees has been made by the battalion
with his assistance.

The main object was the estahlishment of a supply and meintenance
gystemy, 8 basic wmid organizetion to provide for vehicle maintenanes. ‘§

Within a short time, the system began proving iltself as the W

of deedlined vehiclee sank to 15%. At the same time, Captmin Thompaon \)g\
troop quarteras,
secured tents for/storage,and repair aress. Byt one of the main

holdups to more extensive repair/[remains the lack of service plts. They

ere not being built nthe battalion locstion is temporary. What repaire
ealvage materiel

have been accomplieh%have :%:/o been duq,in # lerge psrt to muppiisx
given the battalilon byAUS CRDUMREF, svgivtegibtgar—ddwmrrtdirs, The lack

of treined personnel wes helped onl riefly by eome QJT treining io&s},\'}
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Dominicen acldiers with USFURDOMREPA the battalio

8 two large

electric welders and noﬁqualified to use them.¥ There is slso a lack of

clasesroom facilities ﬁ_&a\ptam Thompeon has been giving the Dominican



2
soldier-mephanice OJT in lst and 2nd echelon repairs.

Another problem is that much work exlste for the engineers around the
SezI nation, end most of the battelion ie out doing some o?ét.

One of these projects &d& the construction of a needed road near the
small community of Cristobal, located some 250 kilometers west of Sento
Domingo on the Rencon lake west-north-weet of the coastel city of Bzrahona.

Thie road, and ite conjunctive culverts, 1s needed to insure s continued
flow of transperistion in and out of the area during the thrice-yesarly
torrential rains that regularly wash ocut existing roads.

One of the main reasons e permanent transpertaticn link must be established
with the arece is that the nearest drinking water for Criwkmkxfmz the
gpproximstely 3-thousand residents of Oristobal is three miles away. ¥Fer
thixxrexpony the Enginecer Battalion trucke in purified water three times a
day in tank truckex mpizdixiridbmkexzitxbpzihmzremimemts while working on
the vital road.

Cristobal once relied on sslt and gypsum mines for its livelfhood. The
mines have not been emptied, but the mining equipment is either rusted ocut
or broken down.  Another reason is the possibility that the mines hay be
re-opened some day and brinfg back with them, not alone work for the town,

but a teachsr for the school it doeen't really even have.



