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. Under the l:uidance of a US Army c87 . . MrT member, the Dominican 

Arrrw's 2nd En,ineer Battalion has recently established the bel:innink of 

a standardized supply and maintenance .ystem. The previous lack of this 

'1m r€ orl:anization had caused, amon&; other thinl:_' the deadl1ning: of 

85 per cent of the battalion's vehicles. 

Chptain Richard Thompson. l46th En, Dat, 8th aFG (Abn). Ft Gulick, 

Chnal Zone, was a member of a l4-man composite MrT spnt 

.%(, 
to the Dominican 

~public under the auspices of the US Military and Assistance 

Group to train and advise various Deminican unite. Oaptain Thompson's 

work at the temporary battalion headquarters on the outskirts of santo 

Domin~o was with 1st Lt Blidy deDe. la )lochs l-Bs.till~~' ttalion a-4.Itu.J? I¥~ .. 
~ C:, ~/ ap':-#~, 4},... ~~ 

Much furt~s in the direction be,un by ptain Thompson • 

is not possible due to a lack of parte, various trained personnel. and 
~ 

needed tools. However, ~ pr0l:res. haa been made by the battalion 

with his assistance. 

The main object was the e8ta~li8hment of a supply and maintenaDce 

system, a basic ~ or,anization to provide for vehicle maintenaDee. 

Within a short time, the system bel:an provinl: itself as the ~ 
of deadlined vehicles sank to 

troop quarter ... 
secured tent. for/storaie,and 

At the same time, Chptain Thompson 

repair areas. But one of the main 
iu4 

holdups to more extensive repair~remains the lack of service pits. They 

are not bein. built ~attalion location is temporary. What repairs 
salva,e mater~el 

have been accomplish~ ~ been du~in • lar,e p"rt to 1IJ<q!l'l'iiml 

liven the battalion by", US ORDOMREP .... HZ;) 'In ii 2 'I' The lack 

of trained personnel wee helped o~l{_9riefly by some 9JT training:;ro~~~~ 
ffN-'fk t~ .Mn-..ew ~ ~ t:ife ~v , 

Dominican soldiers with UaFORDOMREP71 the battalio s two larie 

~ electric welders and nOAqualified to use them. There is alBa a lack of 

classroom facilities ~a.Ptain ThompBon has been ,iving the Dominican 



2 

soldier-mechanics OUT in let and 2nd eohelon repairs. 

Another problem is that much work exists for the en[ineers around the 

, 'el nation, and most of the battalion is out doinz some oy{t. 

One of these projeots ,. the oonstruotion of a needed road near the 

small oommunity of Cristobal, located some 250 kilometers west of Santo 

Domingo on the Renoon Lake west-north-west of the ooastal city of Barahona. 

This road, and its conjunctive oulvert., is needed to insure 8 continued 

flow of transportation in and out of the area during the thrice-yearly 

torrential rains that regul2rly wash out existing roads. 

One of the main reasons a permanent transportation link must be established 

with the area is that the nearest drinking water for ~i.t.mx~ the 

~pproximstely 5-thousand residents of Cristobal is three miles away. Z¥% 

tKiax%5aBmm; fhe Engineer Battalion trucks in purified water three tiimes a 

day in tank truoksll: KElizjbz%uld;sJlztllxuzl;WlZJ:BJlZBSJIIU while workin[ on 

the vital road. 

Cristobal once relied on salt and gypsum mines for its liveljhood. The 

mines have not been emptied, but the mining equipment is either rusted out 

or broken down. Another reason is the possibility that the mines may be 

re-opened some day and brin, baok with them, not alone • .'ork for the town, 

but a teacher for the school it doesn't really even have. 


