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A road construction project mkddvmegmr of mzjor economic importance to
Northern Bolivia, now =kmkke} psssing the half-way mark, hes been receiving .
the continuing attemtion of Advisor'b@-f—ﬁ&—the USMILGP to Bol¥vials i
Army Section, ﬂ,[/_ é%

The road is being constructed from GuayaMemerin to Riberal s through
the dense Beni jungle, by the Bolivian Army's Lth Engineer Bakksiizm Batallion

vhich is based in Guayamemerin, Since the road was begun three yeors ago,

&ngineer aznd maintenance advisors from the Army Section have paid regularg ;_
peedadiz visits, inspecting both road proghess and maintenance on the many
vehicles furnished the bat&dlion under the Military A%distance Program (MAP).
Some of these vehicles are in use on the project,
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The visits by the advisors combine several smaller missions:jbhe ;cﬂ?

inspection of MAP vehiclesj—efreeismg=an maintenance proceedures, the discussion

of maintenance and sunply problems with battalion officers, and;?ietaj_'l.ed
review of the roads progress. The wisitipg Advisors also offer advice towards
the solution of project problems and help in any other way they ars able. 1

The hth Zngineer Battalion is cormznded by LTC David Zambrana. His

unit has been visited often by ARSEC Engineer Advisor, LTC Rslph G. Angleg

d the Englisted Engineer Advisor, SFC John D, Schollhammer,
Joining the two on this visit was the new Maintenance Advisor, CPT Michael
McManus,

The 90-ldlometer road, which will eventually link Rikmx the two mzjor
river ports of Riberalta on the Beni River and Guayaramerin on the Mamore,
was begun three years sgo as a USAID Civic Action project 2nd then continued
by the Bolivian Army with assistance from ARSED persomnel, It is worked on

8 months out of the vear, the other four being the rainy season which hinders
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any construction efforts.

The economic importance cf the rodd is two-fold, First, it will

provide z ¥x trensportation link between two major river ports thet will
cut tremsportation time from rbout six days by boat and railroad to zbout
;n hours by truck. Second, this impebus toc cormerce wﬁ‘.' stimulibd

settlement in one of Boliviats richer agrlcul tural areas. With settlement ),

uldmemewe on increase in agricultural productlon %:n.ll help in
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theﬂdevelopment of BOll'V'.La s/sparsely smik¥kedt populated lowlends, T4 Z
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t 3{ Wn- whic AAGR holds sbout 5 #ér cent

#f the country's total population,
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