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Under the auspices of the US Hilitary Assistance Program, 'che C010tlbian 

/.lrIITy annVially sends bet,reen 100 and 150 ... il i d. outstanding enlisted men to 
J Fr 6Jtikf. , 

the School of the Americ~s4in the Canal Zone. In Colombia, the pro;,ram is 

under the direction of the flImp, USARSEC HAP Training Officer, j.:aj or Felix 

Vega 'Iho is also the HILGP InfaY[try Advisor to the Colombian Army. TilOugh the 

men themselves 2I'e selected by the Colombj,an Army, Eajor Vega is in touch ''lith 

their requirem,cents and the spaces available at the School of the Amei'ic2s. 

This complement of 34 men that departed Bar'iota li:N:Jd;:H in late Earch uere 

goinG to the School of the Americ's to attend classes in five subjects. The 

subjects, number of students and course duration are: 3ngineer ~_i,oaci Grader 

Operator, 1 EN, 6 'Jeeks; Engineer Tractor Operator, 4 En, 7 ,reeks; Coml';':o 

Chief-NCO, 1 8 El'1, 14 ,reeks; Repair Parts Technician, 8 EH, L, weeks; and 

Crane Shovel Operator, 3 El,!, 7 "leeks. 

This training is not nm'; available in Colombia. Honever, a school for 

some of the subjects is get tin': underlmy and is at th", present t:lIne 

:seheJirlerlz:tm:: receiving l·lAP su)port in the form of training aids. The 

Colombian Army Hill, houever, contj,nue to send men to the Canal Zone for 

trainL'1[; ;md it is considered possible that some of the ontsknding students 

may become instructors at the Colombian school. 

1'he men c:elected for the training are those th~t have excelled in basic 

and advanced individual traininG ;md have expressed a desire to stay in the 

regular army in addition to the mandatory two yelli"S service. They CI'e "elected 

as 'prospective corporals' and promoted to corporal on completion of their 

courses. They are then assigned to units throughout Colombia j,n anS1,)er t 0 

critical needs D for traired persoTh"1el in the CJ.reas of com~,unic::,-tions, 

maintena, .ce and eng inner equipment operator. It is a type of t:'ainin:c; thc.t 

1·rill benM'it not 810ne the individual but the entire country as th amy 

is involved in both lIli:i:i:x counter-guerrilla campaiGns Gnd civic action 
!lork suchs mal c 09 s:, ruction. ' 
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