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Rn integral part of the duties of the U~{[WP to Colombia ' s Army Section Advisors 

'is that of making periodic visits to Colombian Army units throughout the country. Thes 

visits are made on the average on every two ,Teeks , the other i<eek being spent in 

Bogota dm operational, administratiii'e , and training dutie s as Hell as vis iting Jumy 

units and schools 1·lithin the city. 

One such nomnal advisory visit \Jas Made recently to four posts by the uSARSEC 
A 1J~.f.C IJ L 

Helt: anized Cavalry Advisor , LTC : IJt ' " J . liethe~gton, and the Infan Advisor , l-iAJ 
LTC Hetherington is also the OIC onlilitary Assistance Progr ;Uraining. 

Felix Vega. ~lm~t?l11Z'3i~tr~z:t0rutxZi1extN0x~t:iIlE!!::sz:t0xtkexllXt;tt?l3ZIl!f!x~~Im.,xYl:1tt, 
AJ.ong i .ith his assistant, LAJ Vega, this job involves the annual sending of frp'm 100 • 
:!bl:w~,{aNGixzp;:"1E!sxzxbz:tZDfxthei:!:Xtxa:i:B:i:BgZlllu:tZR3xim:jt.mexz L. S ~ ~ J ~~ . 
to 150 l!tml!m Colombian Jumy ~ficer-students tot he -CanaJZoHe and~h~ ~'f a±es \" 

(Ref DCS 300- 4/67 , 1st shipment) . The four- dq' tour took the :'\10 Advisors to t he ~ 

cities of Popa:yan, Cali, ·Pasto , and Ipiales. '!'ravel utilizes:bl!gc ARSEC,. AFSEC ,~ ~ 
Navy Section aircraft, as Hell as Colombian aircraft and Colombian commercial airlineS~i 
/lIUf't ; A..'f " •• ".... /,~ . 

~7~g in Popa:yan, the hm Off icers >Tere greeted by the Corn anding' Off icer of 

the Junin Battalion, LTC Florentino Diaz Villate ,. and the Bn 5- 1 , Ceptain Guillermo 

A. Quin~. 
unit 

The purpose of these discuss ,lith ha!t t 81 i QII<l cornmanders 

their operational and maintenance problems overing I-lAP- supplied equipment and 

2~ 
parts as lTell as Colombian equip!'Jent . p The n~'~+" l1ent directly from the airport spa..:' e 

to a b~~fJ:..~ conducted by LTC Diaz and at(r,en4ed by ., his company cOInf(landers.t:u.l) Iji 
~ ~ ~talion i'S infantry, 11M Vega is the ~~he / 

battalion is part of the 3rd _ JjrJ.g"u~ in Cali. "'consists of 

Order, or counte r - guerrilla 

...... tuo basic training comp.anies 

and the/·po:st . 

there, t he Advisors visited 

the battalion motor their talks Hi th unit commanders , they try t o cover 

(2a~; .. \."here :e, ~ltEC can be of help,such as in co-ordinatin~:~~nl/or ~ 
z:~o,.¥~ .. ~~ t-W )(,4,A ~--~ 
-~! !e~t stop ~ Has Bali, headqUar'tersJlthe 3rd1lilr Bde and ..... -Picbjpcba 

~k_ 



2 
Bn. Here , the tllO Officers made a i~ ••• 31. visit to the briGade Commander , COL 

.I4,.c/ ~ :ll'e(~ 
Bernardo Sanchez Salazar an~d his Exec tive Officer, COL Jaime Sarmiento Sarmiento • 

Tho gh the visit l-la:;'dn ' AS b r e , problems in general inVOl~~ th~ : ; .. -'-:;.:;l; , 
" ~ covered " ~~ 
~ brigade "ere discussed. This discussion/such areas as the pending re-

organization of the Grupo Cabal (Ipiales) to DmicE better utilize forthcoming HAP 

equipment(certain equipment haa been cancelled) , as Hell as the Comnand£rs hope 

of seeing ohe early arrival of support vehicles for the Group to make it more self­

sustaining ~ield operations. 

The :e:!X:txBl!!rui~axm!:E 3rd Inf Bde t= is headquarters for three infantry battalioB 

in Popayan, Pasto and Cali; 6ne artillery bn in Buga; one cavalry group in Ipiales ; 

and one engineer bn in Palmira. Geographically, it covers roughly frOm the 4 degree 

latitude north , 76 degree longitude .. rest , to the Pacific coast . ~ 

From Cali, the tHO Advisors ~ fleu to Pasto , home 0[;/';;;;;;:;: J:J tl 3" 
',I ... 1\ 

l-lhere they met, JCJttiIl and toured the nearly empty post .. ri -{\lor Rear Company Comnander, 
At the present t:iJne , the batt alion (minus a small 

Captain Ernesto Arteaga L. :eax:z~FtXIilX]m3:tz:.t3XtmmEz~xthex'ru;tt:tatim1X.12l±Jm3X ' 
t 
training and admj-ni~~rative detachment and a training company) is on, Orden Publico 
~~~~ r-c... 

assignment in southern· Co1ombia. Here , the Visitors .. latched some of the 126 neH 
!(, 

recruits in part of their training and they inspected the motor pool as part of 

their duty to check on HAP equipment maintenance. 

From~ A Colombian staff car took the Officers south to the 3rd Hechanizee. 

, 

, one of the units -1 fl/..~j 
Cai:alry Group,J-n Ij2iales/to l-lhich LTC \vetherinGton is advisor . -A.AIII"" ~¥~he ~".....,- - , -

(~eal.'-
Commanding Offlcer (LTC Hugo Alfonso Gamboa Ramirez) conductcd a briefing for the 

visitors . Discussion here ranged over problems in operations, training, NAP 

equipment maintE)fan~s uell as the curr,en v disposition of the unit and support 
~_~~ ~, :J.,,,,Cans 

pr oblems! .be cO"'P';;on:" !g 2}f:.~':1M~S tl1 A-""P1 BS>'tRe!Ee (JOaM gIVe cIS mUer! eJiIPhctirl's 

as ]3eesible ~o bite ~8J j e"t!;~;tf s"l'l'0 .. l;-'I'&Rieles . ,s I-LJ' equ:i:pmeniJ'!O>u 
~ . 

arrives in Colombia, ARS'::C Chief and his advisors , in co- ordi,.ation ¥.ith -,;tre Colom134an 
::uva OJ. 

Army Gommander and staff, make recommendati :ms as to dist ribution of such materiel. 

These Jttsyrt recommendati ons ar.Jtased on the 
Order situation in ~ at il "he time. 

lO: eCA CoP ~) 

Public WnpUV.lOWJW 
LN3:y,zN~3:AOD S3:LVLS a3:L1Nn 



3 No.4 
l'hli briefing Has 21s_o attende~by USAilSEC Ordnance SUjJPJ;y: AdVisor, SFC Fermin 

.. \ in ~' A 
lIpodaca ,mo Has/lpiales ahead of the Officers to gather lissts of needed HAP 

supplies and parts. This is accomplished in meetings "Hith motor sergeants and t " 
oJ.A,o ~ a.e-~,.'4 

~~~ supply sergeants . SFC Apodaca is el88 P88!;,8!OB:ilale for signal supply 'Ihen 

thl\Advisor (Pur iJSJ;; 8't::,~~r~~ 1zf" 
Follouin" the briefing, the three US Army advisors.-W81 e blU±~ .. a to attend uhat 

. II . &'Y" 
is called a 'Carousel' . This is a sort of Jeep rodeo aood/op demonstration of • 
~ driving skill. This Has 

l' ... ::t:i vehicle recovery. 

folloned by a demonstration of field expedien~ ~ 

GaITlb:Ed Ltc Hetherington , . 81"1 end IIJ\t ch ~ s ome 
.' I . revie,1 . -~t7:\ 

• ;lne irsi EIml: Has a JIE!ti:J. mlJd~~ctj6!t, again part of 

' ~enan inspe~tion ~ the 

As SFC ~daca r e turned to the motor pool , the fhree 

lineup G:l.wwb at ~!'t !'roe:ef!~B_ ..... ..cJ ;IiI:: ... iioi .... vehicles set up 

6fficers r ev ieued a 

on t he QaUed!Oll ~ 
parade gr oun'. l'nis , again, 1.as part of vhe inspection of J'illP equipment 

maintenance. 

Later that day, LTC Gamboa cMtdUcted an aCidihonat vum fop LTC Hetherington. 

lPie too Of f icc_ e .t:>i9'sis visited a firing range on the post lmere they uatched 

a demonstration of the ani t ' s capability to apply rapid fire in case of ambushes 

or during route control p troIs . The j eeps and mac ine guns are HAP suppli ed. 

The next, and last stop of the 

a drivers training class, in~luding 

four- day trip~ and the Ipiales !oisitJ uas_ ~ 
~a<.-~~ 

concurrent training ; J • j ph RPj c 

This class Has conducted .by a ciVilian mebhanic . One of the aims of USARSEC in 

Colombia is to eliminate the requirement for hired civilians through the use of 

HAP courses in the Canal Zone and the states and by 

such courses into the Colombian Army s chool system. 

advisor effort~ ~ate 

This goal is OOM ;;6 2~ D ~ 
completion. 
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./hen it beeo' .es necessary for USMILGP, USA..1SEC Advisors to me8t "lith 

commanders of Colombian Units in different locations throu~htut the country, the 

ArmyX sections airplane is put to eood use because of its flexible schedule. 

On April 12th, three USARSEC Officers made a one- day trip to hold the first 

of a series of meetin-s deSigned to initiate corss- training, llith US Advisor 

irrvolvement , beb-reen t,1O Colombian Army schools . The Officers making the 

short trip ,'ere the US Army Section Chief', COL HilHam H. Hiland; USA.1,SEC 

Airborne Infantry and Ranger AdVisor, 11M Fr-ank T. Rievera; and USARSEC Personnel 

Advisor, CPT Charles H. Cagle. 

USAHSEC AViator HAJ Anthony R. Niklinlilki first flew the group to the tonn 

of Helgar, some 50 miles south- l18st of Bogota "here they p iclced up e@lwmhi &11 LTC 

Carlos E. Leano, ComlJander of the Colombian Army Ranger School lmich is located 

in the Tolemaida Hilitary Post. Fr-om there , the party flew directly east to 

the small comrmnity of Apiay, in the Department of Neta, Apiay is about 50 miles 

south- east of Bogota and is the home base of the Colombian irborne Battalion. The 

Airborne Bn. is adjacent to the Gomez Nino AFB. 

In the 2a ll
g

1 yATIXx headquarters building, the Visiting party met l~th 

the Battalion Commander, LTC Gustavo Houre R. to discuss the purpose of the visit: 

that of getting the tHO Colombian Battalion commanders together to co- ordinate 

training and operations programs and to initiate cross- training betueen the tHO 

units . ( The ABn Bn is in the Colombian Army 7th Brigade area, the Ranger School 

is in the 6th Brigade area. ) The Airborne Battalion is xz:fult::Q:ZX3jllpElE:tWll fully 

Hilitary Assistance Program (iIAP) supported <Thile the Ranger school is supported 

(by I,IAP) only to the point of Advisor Assistance, Training Aids , and a fe,'1 pieces 

of materiel . 

\ 
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