MIT Shelton, La Zsperanza, Bolivia, Aug/Sept 1957 DS 300-LA/S7BO

MIT Shelton (MTT ¥ BL L,OL-67X), composed of four 6fficers end 13 EM{’

X traln the Bolivien Army!s

arrived in Bolivia late April %Fé? to v
nd Ranger Bn The‘Bn con51stlﬁg of zbout 650 men, is st ticned at La
Esperanza, & cormwiity of akmmk less tlian a thousand, which is located some

50 kilometers north of Santa Gruz.

the 2nd Ranger Bn is a Military Assistance Program supvorted unit, It
has received M-1 Rifles, M-2 Carbines, kmmmwkes 3.5 bzzookas, 60 and 8L mm
mortars, and other assorted equipment.

The training began dth classroom work mwhenmwt to accuaint the sdldiers
with thelr weapons and moved into squed, platoon, snd Bn tactics. The latter
two weeks were concerngd with sharpening the men to function as groups and i=
with the testing ol what they had been taught, {See attached training Schedule
for last two weeks), ‘hese tests were conducted first on a company level &m

where they were given a "guerrilla! cemp to find, attack, and capture and then

on the Bn level with a two~woe g;eld roblem, The latter was held in the
Mé&/muwféﬁ’
hills eesst of Santa Cvué‘ AT
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During the treining, 2 number of visitors came to Espexe=sm La isperanza to
view progress, Among them were General Robart W, Porter, CG SOUTHCOI, and
other high ranking SOUTH® M Officers, They viewed demcnstrations of the
vreining and discussed future needs with the MTT chief, MAJ Shelton,

T member also coqtrlbuted in ojher ways. 4among them, a five ropm
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brick scnoo]ﬁ This brogec was Launched by tne team with the aid of wvarious i &/

local and Amevican companies, The taam arranged for the donation of material

end equipment and launched the project., T is expected wo be comileted in

time :E'or this ye final ams in Nov Q.I‘b'/ 7 45 /// wt‘// c -7""’/
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fh team medlcs also conducted many 'sick calls! at vargous schools
snd mediczl facilities as well as helping the Bn establish a déspensary, The
sick calls were primarily brief medicsl examinations #nd the distribution of

snots and drugs ¢s needed to cure minor ailments.



