
ELLSWORTH BUNKeR, INDUSTlUALIST TURNED STATESI:I.A.N (PROPILE) 

WASHINGTOn, January 27--Ellsworth Bunker, who has played a 
kcy role in bringing internal stability to the revolt '- ridden 
Dominican Republic,' is a nan of diplomatic temperament and 
exceptional ability. After a successful career in business, he 
gained wide experience in handling' difficult and important 
assignIJents in the diplomatic field. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson picked Mr. Bunker to be U,S. 
representative in the Council of the Organization of American 
States (OAS), with the rank of Ambassador. 

When President Johnson announced on January 2, 1964 his 
intention to appoint n~. Bunker, he emphasized the importance which 
the United States attaches to the OAS ambassadorial post, The 
President snid: IlAobassador Bunker is an experienced diploLlat who 
has served the nation well in a variety of difficult assignments. 
His assignnent to this post is in line with our desire to carryon 
and strengthen this governraent's relations with the countries of 
this hemisphere. We intend to give every support to the Organiza­
tion of American States and I look forward to Ambassndor Bunker's 
contribution to this end. 1I 

Arabassador Bunker was nODinated on January 14, 1964, appeared 
before the Senate Foreign Helations Co=ittee on Janunry 21, and 

"was confirned by the Senate on Janunry 23, 1964. 

, He has held the OAS ambassadorial post since JanUc,ry 31, 
1964. In November, 1964, the Council chose AJ::ibassador Bunker to 
bc its chairrJan for a one-year period. He served with distinction, 
and vms succeed.cd a few months ago b;r Braozilian J\r;lbass8dor Ilrmr 
Penna H8rinho as the new council chairman. 

Mr. Bunker is one of three rJeDbers of the council's IIAd Hoc II 
COLlEIi ttee assigned to the Doninicnn ltepublic, following the 
outbr~ak of violence there last April. He h~s served with 
diplonatic media tion c oraDi ttec Denbers fron Brazil and San Srtl vador, 
shElring equally in OAS responsibilities toward the people of the 
DOLlinicnn nation. 

Earlier, in 1962, Mr. Bunker served at the request of United 
Nations Secretary General U~hnnt as wediator in a dis~ute over 
Weot New Guinea between the Netherlands and Indonesia. He played 
a key role in achievine an accord, serving about seven months in 
lengthy negotiations. A plan drafted by Mr. Bunker beC[lDe the 
basis of ihe Dutch-Indonesian settlerent. 
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Mr. Bunkor had his first ~iploDatic clssignmmt in'19S1 whenm 
waS chos en by President Trunon to be United Stntes "V.1':Jass"aot to 
Argontinn. Prior to that appointIl.ent, he h2d been Chairr,nn of the 
Board of the NRtional Sue;nr Refining Coopnny, one of the industry's 
top positions. 

Iris econooic background and skill in negotiation were put 
to effective use during four yenrs service as U.S. Aobassador to 
India. Aobassador Bunker W2S instruoental in organizing nnd 
working out plnns for U.S. econonic aid to Indin anounting to 
thousrmds of nillions of dollnrs. He c:arried on negotin tions not 
only with officials of the Indian and U.S. govorn.'llents, but also' 
with representatives of th~ other nations Qontri1)uting 8ssistfmce. 

Tnll and trimly built, with silvery white hair, Mr. Bunker 
has grcut dignity. He is easy to talk "lith and [( good listener. 
He has a keen grasp and understanding of current pro bIens and 
si tuati ons ilnd conTIr1l1ds the respect of those who have dealing with 
hiD. During his service in India, he trayeled widely, meeting the 
peoplo and talking with theIl. 

II:r. Bunker ,78S born in Yonkers, New York, on may 11, 1894. 
Aftor gradufltion fron Y"le University, where he studi·ou EC011.0l1icG 
and His'~ory, he went to work for the National Sugar llefininc; 
COLlpany, of which his f2ther h2cl been one of thc founders. 'fhe 
younG Don DOgon learning the s uc;nr business froo the bO'ctOlJ, by 
haulinc the r~w oatorial by hancltruck on the docks. He workecl his 
woy up throuc;h all the refillC"r:;r operations and becooe [l refinery 
[JanaGer. Then he went into the financial side of the indus·try, 
working with sales and oerchanclizing. In 1950 , he 17~S ele cted 
president of the coopany. 

During 1}orld II, he served as cho.iroan of the cane sUGar 
refiners war coruLli ttee, which advised the U.S. governncnt on probleos 
of allocation, priorities and rationing of sugar stocks. 

In 1948, Hr. Bunker succeeded to the chairoanship of the Board 
of the National SUG8r nefining Conpany. Wi thin three years, 
h0\7ever, the neVi choirnan bro'light to an end his act'i va business 
caroer by accepting the anbassadorship to Argentina. 

The talents which enabled Lin to rise ns' an industrialist also 
brOUGht hiLl success in the field of dipJoIJacy. COlleagues cmd 
journalists hailed hiD r:s "a nE'.tur~,l diplonat, a nan of tact, a keen 
ouscrvcr and 0 good reporter." 
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A task of greo. t <lifficul ty on::.de licncy aVlDi ted If.r. Bunker 
in Arg0ntinn, for relations betvTeen that country cnd the United 
Stctes ho.d suffered serious strain. In less than one year, however 
the :l,Obo.ssador's tact, understandinG and fir=ess had '-ron esteen 
for hiD personally and o.lso helped to set relntions between the 
two countries in co,-"rect focus. 

During his cnreer o.s G businessnan, he had traveled 
eztensively in sooe of the "l.oericnn republics, taking tine to visit 
and becooe aC(lUainted with other· people, their custons and their 
insti tutions. As "'obassador to ArGentina, he Dade his public 
speeches in Spo.nish. 

Sent by President Trunan to Italy as "Dbo.ssodor in 1952, Mr. 
B~iker D.Go.in displayed negotinting skill. ~he following year he 
returned to the United States ,lnd frOD 1954 to 1956 served as 
President of the "'Derican Ua ti onal Red Cross. 

In July, 1956, he was apPOinted by President Eisenhouer as n 
delegate to the United Nations Generul Assenbly. 

:B'our LlOEths la tor, President :Sisenhower nODinated Ilr. Bunker 
to be U.S. Anbnssador to India, 0. position exceptionally difficult 
and sensitive at th.-ct tine. When in the sprine; of 1961, Mr. Bunker 
left India, he vms acclo.irJed as one of t:1.e DOSt po·:,ular and 
respected envoys ever sent to that country by the United States. 

A holder of the Knight Gro.nd Cross, order of Llerit of the 
Italian Republic I Hr, Bunker is a nenber of the ALlerico.-Italy -
Society and has served cs its preSident. 

He has alwnys been keenly intercsted in educntion. Be is 
a trustee of the Institute for Internntional Educntion, nnd of tho 
New School for Social llesenrch (a New York school for adults which 
considers education a life long process). He helped found Marlboro 
ColleGe, n snall liberal o.rts college in VerDont, and he also 
serves as trustee of Union Settleoent of New York, an interrncinl, 
non-sectClrinn neighborhood house in Hrlrlen. 

Until he retired froLl nctive business in 1950, Nr. Bunker 
served ns president, director or trustee of 0. nunbGr of Llajor 
conpanies in vGrious fields of cOJJJ:1crce, llublishing [md industry. 

He is 0 nenber of the Council of Foreign 1te12 tiona; the 
Anericnn lI.cndeny of Arts and Sciences; and the ACo.UCDY of Political 
Science. 

Mr. Bunlcer VlOS a\72rdeu the J:>residential 11ec1al of Freedon. 
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He holds honorary degrees as follows: LL.D, Yule University, 
1959 Mount Holyoke, 1962; and WinkhoLl College, 1963. 

Mr. Bunker r:1akes his hooe in Dur.merston, Vernont, where he 
lJ3intains a sheep and beef cattle farn. 

He was ~larried to the foroer Harriet Allen Butler who died 
la"st year. They have three children: Ellen Butler Gentil (wife of 
Dr. l<'ernando Gentil of Sao Paulo, ;Jrazil), John Birkbeck 8lJ.d 
S2L1uel E=et Bunker. Mr. Bunker 11c.s eleven grandchildren; seven 
"~Jerican and four Brazilian 
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