On August 10, 1966 the three members of the Ad Hoc Committee sent to the

strife-torn Dominican Republic by the Organization of American States were

hopored in a En Farewgll Review in Santo Domingo.. 77£€ fhel WAL W
/ : B{ % Lee Loz e it iins £,
The i

ewnlng Officer was the Commanding General of the Inter—Americen

Police Force, Brazilian Divieion General Alvaro Braga. He arrived at the /Aéﬁzéz}xo fh-

ceremony in the company of the United States Ambassador to the.@ﬁz&%—m W%

andAd Hoc Comrittee member, Ellsworth Bunker. DBoth were

greeted by Brizmi Brigadier General Robert R. Linvill, Commanding General,
USFORDOMREF.

Prior to honoring the committee members, they and the two generals trooped
the line of IAPF units. These included Brazilian, Honduranian, and Nicaraguen
members of the Latin Brigade plus several United States units.

General Brega presenﬁed each of the committee members with a certificate
of achievement marking the completion of the job for which they were sent
when trouble oroke out in the Republic in April cof 1965. The committee members
were(in order of thekk certificatém presentation)s Illmar Peno Mrinho, Brazil;
Ambassador Bunker; and Ramon de Claremont Duenas, Hl Splvador.

Ambsesador Bunker EmiixmxsE spoke in behalf of the committee membere in
expreasing their appreciation for the honors presented them. Ambassador Bunker,

He was sé#dected for the post by
wie has held the post since January of 1964, wemzuimexCAfxeReirmanzfoxrzEnszyexry
President Lyndon Johnson.

Hexwasxpickedzfax: thnzrasbxbyzPresident:iyndenxdvbramn. He lc former Ambessedor
to India, Argentima, Italy, mxi U3 delegate to the United IMatione General
Assemblyxxwms and OAS Cheirman. He also served for seven months as mediator
betwesn the Netherlands and Indonesia over West New Guinea.

The ceremonies would up with the IAPF troops passing in review. Right
behind them, helicopters of the 2835rd Avietion (Army) Company staged a fly=-by
with each helicopter treiling colored smoke. And despite a semi-clcudy day,

members of the Army Parachute Team staged e demonstration in precibion

parschuting, hitting mxtargex close to a terget pleced in fronmt of the

reviewing stand.



On the 1st of October, 1966 a small contingent of Merines xmk landed
in the western part of the Dominican fepublic, Their arrival was a mere nine
days after the kmkmt removal of the Inter American Peace Force whose establishement
had been spearheaded by J00 marines seamt into the republic to pretbct American
lives during the 1965 Dominican crisis,

~

But this mi}l contingent if Marines dame ?nly with.dhpiy'helicopters¢a4u7n1;?
They landed at Barahona and their micsionfwas one of Mercy....to deliver clothes,
food, medicine, doctors to the people of the Barahona peninsula. iheir homes,
their crops had been strewn about the countryside,,.,many of them had REsmyxyy
died in the fury of the Great Hurricane Inez.

Inez struck the Barahona peninsula on the morning of September 29, The
wanton whiplash of her 175 mile an hour winds flattened whole villages...killed
42 pecrsons in one small town alone...tore up bridges,..washed out seaside
roads....left orderly plantations a dishe¥gdied mess.,

The Dominican Republic shares its meckiewkemd island with Haiti and both
suffered the wrath of Inez, Immx The hurrinane was headed northwest when she

struck Hispaniola Island, Her maravding ways took her straight up the aptly

named "Walley of Death" where hurripames have almost become a way of life,

The " Valdey of Death" extends fromAthesiaggiEEE;ﬁge of #ee Barahona
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PensEsNmt in the Uominican Republic,ﬂgiagonally northwest to the Haitian capitol
M990 © 7,092 pn spalhlizors '

of Porteau-Prince, Brci¥atisyixinzQeknkarzt Shyzxhez¥¥x I, October of 195L,
Hurricane Hazel, travelling a course only slightly south of Inez', struck the
Haitian Tiburon peninsula killing some 300, leaving 100,000 homeless. In October
of 1963, Hurricane Flora, again on roughly the same route, killed an estimated
4,000, 1In 196k, October broight Hurrinane Cleo, packing 1LO-mile an ho.r winds,
killed 12} in one city alone. No hurricane disasters in 1965, but 1966 brought

Inez with 175 mile an hour winds.



Inez! damage is still being calculated., zstimates of the dead in the
Dominican Republic expect the toll to pass 200, Crop damage is said to be
near 12 million Dominican dollars.

Two days after Inez struck ¥hspanioda, the US® Boxer stood off the

Barshona peninsula, -&he Marines and theip heditopters—were Semt Into—both

ominica ) ! ing
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She was there at the imxx recguest of Dominican fTesident Joaguin
Balaguer who had asked for the helicoptergﬂfo help in bringmgg fooa and
rmedicine into areas unreachable over storm-racked roads, The offer of US
assistance, and the plans for implementing that assistance, had been
formlated and offered to President Belaguer by the US Ambassadomr to the
Dominicar epubl:l.c, the onorable John Crimming. Wﬂfé"’ WM
G, ce the offieial request had bedn made, the Marines and thelr
helicopters were sent into both of the islands nations, Ihe emphasis o%
more helicopters wes placed on the Dominican Republic first, but was shifted
on the hth of October to Haiti,
The US Military Assistance Advisory Group in Santo Domingo dispatched
a number of Officers and Enlisted l‘en to the Barahona airport where a
communications site was established., The helicopters were placed at the
disposal of MAAG Chief, Marine Colonel Henry V. Joslyn, who sixmztes coordinated
the activities of the several groups involved, including militery and civilian.
Medjdal evacukaticne ] were mage)but mostl the Domirtycan Air ~ojce,
Tof the JS Marines| fell/the [task Af reafhing tiose gommupdties yho yére bddly
ig nepd ¢f oroadgr pedical\g¥tention,shch/As vacciketions, food; wster,fsrd

lothing,

/



= The first order of business was a survey of the damaged areas, Flying
in twos, the helicopters, often bearing Col Joslyg;headed into the damaged areas,
landed on beaches, in church yards, anywhere possible to reach the village
people and determine their needs, Often, the helicopters were the towns oniy
contact with the outside world,
Unce a determination of immediste needs had been made, deliveries
began and 8oon other groups, both US and Dominican, were involved. US muvmrkes AID

food such =5 wieat znd rice clre:qA
the helicopter pad for delivery, ﬂhg_D9minigan—&rmy‘fﬁ?ﬁtshwfbmﬁiiix:x
'%Rqg?1ﬁﬂﬁﬂEn5LJEEEE’a8’fEﬁpD?ary—hUmESfﬁﬁ??iErEBmeieSS“hﬁﬁdféda. The USS Boxer,

equipped for such eventualities, supplied,on the 2nd of Cctober Emrxexampiey aione,

in “he Dominican Republic was carted to

42,000 pounds of water, food, medicine, ete; medical personnel teams, end over
20C personnel to aid in the distribution of the medical supplies,

USATD supplied bags of wheat, rice, salt and other basic foods already
on hand in the country. By the 3rd of October, AID had contributed some 38,000
pounds of food. And after a total assessment of the situation, plans call for
AID to give full assistance in keuzimg reconstruction of housing and various
FEEmtxx processing plants.

Uther US based groups incluce the Food for Peace group which contributed
stores on hand. 4nd the Peace Corps, scme of which were at work in the area
_when Lez struck and whose work only increased with tke passing of the storm,

The Dominican military contributed heavily to the overall effort. They

provided medical teams consisting of one doctor and three or more medics, Hlown
aboard the harine helicopters,

into disaster-struck villages/ these medical teams aceomplished preventative

vaccinations against disaster-bred epidemics.,

The Dominican Boy Scouts and Civil Defense Volunteers were in evidence

in many places helping wikhxewdieadxeyazwaiionsy medical actions such as

evacuationss ij& '!;i“‘ ; ?



By the Lth of Uctober, Rixmmrxfigwrmsxkseznzzximeigxaxailabiexdeenite an

official estimzte of 3/l of a million dollars in camage, not including the

agricultural crops, h:d been made., #Hmbxkpxhkatzxamezptayzxilexeanrerxtes

ef faxtximymiringdependontxsgziex  Fresident Balaguer had appointed a local

cormittee to co-ordinate further distribution of foods and other aild, The US

military aspect, the sudden and urgent need for it having slowed, began
clean-up

phasing out of the/operation., dmaximrckimxdtiry Bhat suddenly organized effort

which had distributed over l2-thousand pounds of food...l2=thousand pounds

of medicine,...a2nd helped in evesmm thousandS/]:gccinations sse+30 impossible

job without the Marines and their helicopters....began closing down operations

as the USS Boxsr sailed for Haiti to shift the emphasis.
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