
COlONLI HAl.PI1 C. LHCHlNGER . 
Colonel Ralpti C. ErLhinyer i s  D i rec to r  o f  Disaster Preparedness f o r  Tenth 

A i r  Force (Reserve) a t  Bemjstroni AFB. Texas. responsible f o r  coord inat ing a l l  
A i r  Force par t i c ipa t ion .  both ac t ive  and Reserve. i n  d jsaster  r e t t e f  operations 
throughout central  United States. 

conmitRlents under the National Plan f o r  Lnwrgency Preparedness and exerclses 
operational cont ro l  over a l l  A i r  Force pa r t i c i pa t i on  t n  natural d lsas ter  r e l j e f  
operations I n  13 cent ra l  states. . 

H i s  d i rec to ra te  provides representation and guidance t o  t h i r t e e n  s ta te  
nii 11 td ry  headquarters, three Federal Preparedness Regions and two Defense C i v i  1 
Preparedness Agency Regions. The d i rec to ra te  also supervlses and evaluates 
d isaster  preparedness programs a t  AFRES base leve l  and performs s t a f f  assistance 
td AFHES u n i t s  inc ludfng a l l  those gained by Tact lca l  A i r  Caarnand and St ra teg ic  
A i r  Comnand. 

edrned a bachelor o f  science degree i n  Business Adminlstrat ion a t  Miami Univer- 
s i t y ,  Oxford, Ohio. i n  1953. 
S t .  Wary's Unlversf ty  i n  San Antonio, Texas i n  1968. 
Coimund and S t a f f  College curr iculum i n  1967 and Indus t r i a l  College o f  the Anted 

January 1954. having been cwi i iss ioned a 2nd L t  through AFROTC. &e has completed 
resident A I r  Force teaching courses f o r  technical,  p i l o t ,  and academic i ns t ruc -  
tprs, as well as an A m y  course, "Personnel knagenlent f o r  Executives" conducted 
In  Ber l in .  Gennany. 

A f t e r  completing an A i r  Electronics O f f i c e r  Course a t  Keesler A i r  Force 
Base. Mlssissippf , Colonel Erchinyer was assigned as Conrwnicbtions and 
Electronics O f f i ce r  i n  the 58th A i r  Rescue Squadron a t  Nheelus Fteld, L ibya 
unt i l  December 1955. He then entered prinmry p i l o t  t ra in tng  a t  Wdlden A i r  
Base. Missouri and won h i s  wings a t  Vance AFB. Oklahoma a f t e r  f l y i n g  8-25s i n  
advanced t r a h i n g .  A t  Pa lm Beach A i r  Force Base. Flor ida.  he completed ainphlb- 
ious t r a i n i n g  and was assigned as an $A-16 p i l o t  W i t h  the  J l s t  A i r  Rescue Squad- 
ron a t  Clark A i r  Base I n  the Republic o f  the P h i l l i p h e s  fm 1957 t o  1960. 

l r i  Septmlbrr 1960 he returned t o  Keesler A i r  Force Base where his assfgn- 
w m t s  irlcluded School Squadron Cwwander. Chief E lect ron ic  Detection Systems 
Oranch. and Ins t ruc to r  Supervisor o f  various conlputer and cont ro l  system 
courses. Froni August I963 unt j l  August 1966 he serve4 a t  Randolph A i r  Force 
Ease. Texas as a C-47 inst ruGtor  p i l o t  and f l i g h t  coamander with the 3512th 
P i l o t  Training Squadron. teachlng fore ign p i l o t s  i n  the Hilttary Assistance 
Yroyrani t o  f l y  the C-47 i n  all-weather conditions. 

As  an extension O t  the A i r  Force Chief o f  Staf f .  he executes A i r  Force 

Colonel Erchinger was born i n  Hannlond. Indiana on 14 December 1930. He 

He earned an MBA i n  Personnel Managenent from 
He cotnpleted the  A i r  

, 
' Forces studies i n  1973. Colonel Erchinger entered ac t i ve  m i l l t p r  serv ice  i n  
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COL ONll. RAtPIi c. lRClilNGER • 
Colonel Ralph C. Erchhl!Jer ·h Director of Disaster Preparedness for Tenth 

Air force (Reser'vel at BertjstrOllI AFB. Texas. responsible for coordinating all 
Air force participation. both active and Reserve. in disaster relief operations 
throughout central United States. 

As an exteos 100 of the Air Force Chief of Staff. he executes Ai r Force 
cOlllnitntents ul.der the National Plan for Emergency Preparedness and exercises 
operational control over all Air force participation tn natural disaster relIef 
operationstn 13 central states. , 

His directorate provides representation and guidance to thirteen state 
nlilltclr'Y headquarters. th"ee federa I Preparedness Regions and two Defense Civil 
Pr-eparednes5 Agency Regions. The directorate also supervises and evaluates 
disaster preparedness progroms at AFRES base level and performs staff asststance 

. tit AFRES units 1ncluding all those gained by Tactical Air COIIIIIind and Strategic 
Ai r COIIIIliInd. 

Colonel Erchlnger was born in HanlllOnd. Indiana on 14 December 1930. He 
earned a bachelor of science degree in Business Administration at Miami Univer­
sity. Oxford, Ohio. In 1953. He earned an MBA In Personnel Management frOPI 
St.Mary's University In San AntoniO, Texas in 1968. He completed the Air 
COllllland and Staff College currlculUIII in 1.967 and Industrial College of the Anued 
forces studies In 1973. Colonel Erchlnger entered act he R1tl1t.ry service tn 
January 1954. having been cUllluissioned a 2nd Lt through AFROTC. He has completed 
resident AII' Force teaching courses for technical, ptJot. and academic instruc­
tQrs. as well as an A~ course. "Personnel Manageaent for Executives" conducted 
in Berlin. Germany. 

After completing an Air Electronics Officer Course at Ke~sler Afr Force 
Base. Mississippi. Colonel Erchlnller was aSSigned as COIIIIIUnications and 
Electronics Officer In the 58th Air Rescue Squadron at Wheelus Field, Libya 
until December 1955. He then entered priftlilry pOot training .t Malden Air 
Base. Missouri and won his wings at Vance AFB. Oklahoma after flying 8-255 In 
advanced training. At Palm Beach IIlr Force Base. FlorIda. he cOIIlPleted amphib­
ious training and was assigned as an SA-16 pilot with the 31st Air Rescue Squad­
I~n at Clark Air. Base In the Republic of the Phlllipines fro. 1951 to 1960. 

111 Septelllber 1960 he returned to Keesler Air Force Base where his assign­
ments incl uded School Squadron Coolililnder. Chief Electronic Detect Ion SY$ tet"S 
Branch. and Instructor Supervisor of various con~uter and control systems 
courses. FrOllI August 1963 until August 1966 he served at Randolph Air Force 
Base. Texas as a C-47 lnstru~tor pilot and flight cOlllllander with the 351Zth 
PfJot Training Squadron. teaching forelgll p110,ts in the Military Assistance 
Proyralll to fly the C-47 in all-weather conditions. 
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114 h y u s t  1966. he wd5 diiuriy the ini. t idl  cadre o f  USAF p i l o t s  selected t o  
t l y  the eV-2 l a t e r  C-7A Caribou w i t h  the Ariuy. 
Fort Ueiinfng, Georgia. he was dtt&hrd to tpe 6 t s t  SAvPaYion Company (and l a t e r  
tk:%36th Tactical A i r l i f t  Squadron) dt Vung Tau Aikport. Vietnam, as C-7A 
A i rcraf t  Cociwander. F I  ight  Cotmmder. F I  i y h t  Ewdniiiiet. and Chief o f  Training. 
By both a i r  drops arid assdu l t  laf idinys,  he Loiiqleted 139 combat mlsslons while 
f ly lny  773 hours of  c o n b i t  bupyort. pri i l lar i ly t o  small special forces camps. 

After cdnpletiny h is  graduate studies and C-130 transl t ion training. he 
journeyed t o  Athens. Greece i n  June 1968 where he coluRanded Oetachoc?nt 3. 
7406th Support Squadron, a special mission unit.  He returned to the United 
States t o  establish AFROTC Detachment 867 a t  Norwich University, Worthfield, 
Vewnt ,  where he cowlanded the un i t  and was Professor of Aerospace Studies 
from August 1971 until July 1975. 

Force Base, Oklrholaa from August 1975 u n t j l  March 1977, Colonel Erchlnger uas 
responsible f o r  providing mobile conuunications services, aids to navigation, , 
and a i r  t r a f f i c  control services f o r  use i n  any area of the w r l d ,  primartly *,$ 

i n  support o f  the Tactlcal A i r  Cawnd. He was assigned t o  Tenth A i r  Force 
(Reserve) on 1 k r c h  1977. 

After t ransi t ion t ra in ing a t  

As Deputy Caamnder o f  the 4th Combat Cwiuunicatlonr Group r t  Altus A i r  

Colonel Erchinger I s  a cuanland pilot r i t h  over 5,OOO hours o f  f l y l n g  time 
i n  both conventional and j e t  a i rcraf t .  H is  m i l i t a r y  decorations include the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. Bronze S Q r  M i ,  Afr  wcdal with slw oak l e r f  
clusters, Meritorious Service Medal uith one oak leaf cluster, and the A i r  
Force Outstanding Unit Ci tat ion w i t h  tw *V' devices atFd f lve  oak l ea f  clusters. 
pmng Qthers. 

They have four sons: Robert, David, Tharas. and Paul. His hometown I s  
e Calurnat Clty, I l l h o t s .  The Erchingars currently reside o t  8302 Si lver  Ridge 

He i s  aarried t o  the f o m r  Eleanor Louise Maynard of  c O ~ u o l b u C ~  Ohio. 

' Drive, Austlp. Tews 78769. • 

-' 
. ',lit AIIgustHI~b he WdS dlilOugthe inHidl cddrt! of USAf pilots selected to ' 

tly the tV-2' later C-7A Caribou with the Al'luy. After "transition training at 
fort !:Ienning. G~Or!li4. he Wd.S clttactMld to' t!le. 6lst 'Avt'at:-ion COIlIjlany (and later' 
tlit/Jlt)3i1tn Tactie., Airl1ft S'luddroli)llt VUl\gl'iIII Ai-rport. Vietnam, as C-7A 
Aircraft COIiilndnder, fl ight COIlIlldnder. Fl ight EXdlldner. and Chfef of Training. 
/:1.11 bot/) air drops and clSSciult lalldin9~. he <:olllpleted 139 combat l115s10ns while 
flying 713 hours of conibdt support. priuldrily to ~lIIdn speCial forces call~s. 

After cOlllpleting hls graduilte studies dnd C-130 trdns1tion tralning. he 
journeyed to Athens. Gree<:e in June 1968 where he commanded Detachment 3. 
7406tll Support Squadron. a specidl lIIission unit. He returned to the Un1ted 
States to establish AfROTC Detachlilent 867 at Norwich Univen'tty, Northfield. 
Vermont. where he cQlUldnded the unit and was Professor of Aerospace Studies 
fr~ August 1911 until July 1915. 

As Deputy COIlllilnder of the 4th COIIIba.t Conlnunlcatlons Group at Altus Afr. 
force Base. OklahoDa from August 1975 until March 1977. Colonel Erehlnger was 
responsible for providfng MObfle cOMaUnications servtces. lids to navlgotion, • 
and ofr trafflc control 5ervices for use tn any Irel of the wor-ld, pri_rOy ',' 
in support of the Tacttcal Air COMRand. He was a5signed to Tenth Air force 
(Reserve) on 1 Mlrch 1977. 

Colonel Erchtnger 15 a COInIland p114)t with over 5,000 hour, of flying ttme 
in bOth conventiono1 and jet afrcraft. H1$ .illtary decorations fnclude the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star ~1, Air Medal wtth $lx oak leaf 
clusters, Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster. and the Air 
Force Outstondfng Unit Cftatton with two .yM devices .~ ftve oak l,af clusters,' 
~lIIOn9 otl"rl;. 

He 15 .. rrfed to the fonner Eleanor loutse MlYMrd of ColU11bui. Ohfo. 
They have four 5Ons: Robert, DAvid, ThoNas, Ind Plul. H15 hoMtOWl ts 

• Calumet City. 1111n01s. The Erchtngers currently resi4e at 

• 


