
CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 
/ 

In the decade of the sixties a highly vocal. intel11gent, idea11stic 

generat10n of young Americans began to challenge our soc1ety 1n a way 

unparalleled 1n the history of A"~rica. To challenge estab11shed 

1nstitutions became the order of the day. Two inst1tutions wh1ch bore 

the brunt Qf the challenge were the Church and the ~i1itary. All sorts 

of propoganda was paraded before our eyes. call1ng for a hllt to all war 

and killing of every kind. The "mi11tayy-industr1a1 complex" became 

the _hi ppi ng-boy for all the ills of sod ety. 

Before g01ng any futther, let me quickly adm1t that there were, and 

are, many things going on in our society wh1ch ne~dtiobbe challenged-­

and I for one am very grateful to live 1n a country where such challenge 

as I have described above can take place. After hav1ng said that, however, 

I would also like to say that I believe there is a dangerous fallacy 1n 

the idea11stic protest against wa~and killing. Card1na1 Newman has 

p1npointed that fallacy 1n the cryptic statement: lilt is useless for 

sheep to pass resolutions 1n favor of vegetarian1sm as long as the 
, 

wo 1 f is present". 

We may use all the rhetor1 c we 11 ke about human ri ghts, human 

dignity, and the worth of the 1ndividual. but let us at all points 

reaeni>er one thing--such 1deas are a part of our Judaeo-Christhn 

re11gous her1tage. For us to try to apply such ideas in dealing with 

nations untouched by our re11gous her1tage makes just about as much 

sense as for a sheep to try to conv1nce 'a wolf to be a vegetar1an. 

, No matter how fervently the sheep m1 ght hope for success, tfie wol f 

remains a wolf. It m1ght be well to rem1nd ourselves that we "sheep" 
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who recognize the witiaate futility and wrongness of violence and the 

value of the life of each individual. are in a minority in .he real 

wor 1 din whi ch we 1 he. The IIWO 1 ves II fo r whom the 11 fe of the i nd1 vi dua 1 

means nothing, except as a tool of the state, are more numeeous than we--

and their power is becoming more formidable with each passing year. We 

have two choices--we can cont~ nue to parade our idealistic slogans, or we 
""' -CI-- 1---h ~ h et:r,---

can prepare to meet the "wolf"" on his own terms. 
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