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~ar Editor : 

Cbl. Ralph Erchingerr's article praroting the injuring, maiming an1 
killing of other hunan i..'1gs silrply because the governrrent tells us that 
we should is an abrolute travesty. 'rhe article is intellectaally shalla .. " 
factually inaccurate and theologically flaw=d. One might expect pu licatiol1 
of such a piece in a military vet-erant;s magazine but rot in a nagazine 
publisOOd y a church which ~rships the p cifist narred Jesus of ~azareth, 

The exarrple of Jesus of Nazareth should the rrost drarratic and pcMll"ful 
1 sson against t.l)e brutality of violence and death by one human being against 
another that exists in the written reoord of human civilization. Hisllife an 
teachings sb:mld profoundly roving to a person who seriously questions 
whether ~ught btl 1<'.111 or hurt another hunan being. ].\.nd Jesus I absolute , 
elear an::1 inoontrovertible pacifism -- fran t~ SeU!'On on the rvbunt to his 
refusal to physically resist the soldi rs of the i gh priest and the :Rcm3.ns 
-- ought to set the tone for all Christiansa:msideration of t...~ issues of l..mI' 

and peace. 

What Erchinger, aft:>nald Reagan, an other advocates of instant and frequeny 
military in1:PJVel1tion in the affairs of the W')rld have failed to do is rovide 
a per uasiv rationale for deployment of AIrerican military fore s an~ .ere 
din earth . By faili..l1g to aCCXll1lPlish that task, they have ooincide tal y failed 
to rrake even a ,I/eak case justifying the use of dea ly force on a.'1Other hum::m 
being ¥ a person jnvolved in the Arrerican milit..ary machine. 

The con'-' ot of the "just war' was central to I .. ut.her I s interpretation of q).i:tst I s 
tear-J1ing, am Lut~r ..;ven said t hat to participate in a 'Vlar which one believes 
is unjust is to cx:mnit the sin off murder. Erchinger has failed to make a 
persuasi~ case that any Atrerican military involvernen since World :tar II was 
just. In fact, the istorical record clearly slx>ws that very Arrerican 
military action since A~gt, 1945 has been initiated on behalf of despots 
and has ipSOt facto , hejen t herefore unjust. Jot once has American military 
mj~ht been deploye..4. to :lrotect Arntc>...rican - - or ~'en :rbh Arrerican - - security. 
At'''} not one of the proposed areas of p:>tential Amo..rican a:xnbat -- Iran, . 
Afghanistan , Israel , Ecuador, and the rest -- harbor any threat to Arrerica IS 

securi ty ,p.atsoever. 'I'l-w8 result is that prop:>sals to 0vo1 v~ this country 
in foreign wars unreU.ted to our national security are ~8~ that we unjustly 
use our miltary form as th self-appointed polio::man of the W')rld, corrpelling 
,,~aker COl.n1tries to do what we tell than to do si.nply __ ause ~ pave t.he might 
and that might rrakes right . 

Conscientious objection is the rrost persuasive way to preveet use of Am?..rican 
. , military flC'h>er in an tmjust rlay. 3ecause of that, conscientious objection 

ought to be not only tolerate.1 , ut encouraged and reccmrended. ve need to 
make dann sure t.lult if and when we go to war, we have a just eaase and t.l)at 
military action is the last -- rather tn.a1I first -- resort. 
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It is distressing that F.rchinger _.- and the letter;'Jriters previou ly 
published ~l.1O seem to froth at t"'1e rrotmth in delight at t he tiX>llg'1t of 
war -- seEm to have oonfused 'iars, the god of War, with Jes IS ! The ~ 
of Peace. ~1ilitary personnel are so ral.m;rashed by t~ tirrn of ~.ir 
discharge that it seems likely that their in<bctrination superse1es their 
religious irls1:ru=tion arrl trey miStake esus and his teaching as the 
rationale for rJ.lling and for war. 'It> take the views of any military 
man seriously regarding oonscientious objection or the general issues 
of pre~ss or specific military intC"..rvention is stupid folly . 

\ President John F . Kenrndy once said of fonter Air Force ~.neral CUrtis 
May that "LeMay is the ki nd of mID you want in the lead banber when you 

have to go to war ••• rut he is exactly the kind of man you don't want to have 
naking the decision whetlP..r to go to war. II That saroo lesson is true for 
Ral~ Erch~r ani the ot1~ mi.litaz:y apologists w007 claim a ~ in 
the Christian c.lrurch. 1 Dc2 W 
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