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CAN A NUCLEAR WAR liE. "JUST"? 

PoralIlost the. ftrst' three. centur:teS~ ef Cllrts,ttantty-t-ft ex is;t enc e., , tlie over­
whelm:tng majortty of Cnrtst:tana refu'sed to parttc1:pate :f:n tlie m:tlitary or 
any vtolent activity, hav:Cns talen serioualy Jesus,· words' to ' "love one', another", 
"love your enemies-" , and "do good to tllo.ae wfiopersecute you." ' In fact, 
historical documents soowuS' that one o.f the major reasons- for Roman perse­
cution of early Christians was their refusal to serve in the military. 

Only when Christianity was adopted as the state church. oy tlle Reman l!'aptre. 
in the fourth century did this position change. To make Christianity com­
patible to the state, Augustine and Ambrose developed the "jus-t war" doc-

, . trine. These criteria for participatton in war were occasionally quoted by 
Luther. And:tn Article 16 of the Augsburg Confess·ton, it lsstated tht for 
a Lutheran to participate in any war, these principles of a ttjust war" must 
be followed. ' ' , . 
According to these criteria, a war , must meet the folloWtng standards: 

BEFORE. A WAR 
1. The war must be a last resolft .. ' Every effort at forbearance., 

,negotiation, ,and arbitration must. Dave Deen. tr:[ed. 
2. The war must have a just cause - to prGtect ,the innocent and 

defend aga:tnst · unjust demanda oacbd .by the tnreat of force. 
" (/' 

3. The war must be declared properly by a ,properly constituted 
government. , 

4. There must be a reasonable prospect for vic~.. The ' goals 
must be achievable without squandertng tlie life and property 
of the people. In other words, ' suicide t8 contrary to the , 
wUl of God, sUicide of ' a nation as well as an :tndividual. 

DURING A WAR 
5. 'The means must be proport:tonate: to the. enda. ' 'War, ts a nec­

essary ev;hused in extreme s-ttuat:tons- to restore order, 
equtlibr:tum, jUBtice, and peace • . The warJ'llU8t not Can" wan­
ton and unnecessary destruction outweightns the ftnal good 
~~ts~q". . , / 

6. Noncombatents are to be safeguarded. Force. 1B us,ed only to ' 
res-train. No harm is to be done to diose wOo can do no 

'harm - civilians and prisoners. 

APTER A WAR 
7. The. defeated are to be sbpwn mercy including asS':t.s:tance wtth. 

reauUd:f:ng wliat nas 6een /destroyed. 

If there ever were a time to look at our Lutheran trad:1:tion and aSk hard 
quest tons, it is now in the nuclear age. ,Based on the seven prtnc:t.ples 
above, we need to ask: 

1. Are we , trying every' means of nego,t:tat::ton with. tfu!: S'ovtet Union, 
or , are we putting mOS't of our effortS' 1:nto preparat::ton for war? 

2. How can we juS'tUypreparing for a war that : alHSUres' tRe destruc­
tion of almost everyone and everything we tntend to protect? 

, 3. WOUld t:lme permit a proper declaration of wa~? 
4. Is there any pOBsil>:t1ity of winning a nu<!lear war? 
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\ , 5. Would the destructto,n- of l1feand property, ecolog:l:cal systems, 
species of plants and animals, the ozone layer, 'and possibly the 
human race De proporttonate to ~he intended goal? What about the 
burns? Wbat about the cancer and birth, defects that would affect 
'generationa? What about thi destruction of the cultur~l heritage 
of the past' generattons? ' , 

6. l Is not ' the mllss murder of millions of innocent civilians the very 
intent of 'strategic nuclear weapons? Is there any 'way that even 

' tactical battlefield weapons would avoid mass murder and mass I 

suffering? ' ' " 
7. If victory were poss1bl~, would the victor have ' the capacity to 

I ' - I 

giVe proper help to t;housands of third degree burn victims? 
(e.g" New York City ' has fortY,-e:tght beds fdJr acute , burn v1ct:tms). ' 
Could the victor meet all the crying human needs and still have 
the resources land will to rebuild the defeated nat:l:on? " ( 

I • II )J I.. • • f 

'The question Lutherans, and all 'Christians, must ask is, ':'What is the 
I shape of oDedience to Jesus Christ 'in the nuclear age?'· 
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