larrior

By SP4 Larry Gogdson

CU CHI — A Fire Brigade platoon lead-

er nearly disappeared inte a bottomless

pit recently while attempting to check out

a VIC spider hole. But instead of quick-
sand or gravity pulling him under, if-was
a frightened enemy soldier.

Airlifted into’ an.area near the south-
ern-tip of the Boi Loi Woods, Company A,
2d.-Battalion, 12th Infantry began a sys-
tematic search of a village suspected of
harboring Viet Cong. 3

SHORTLY AFTER sv.eepm0 the ob-

Lt. Learns Pitfalls of Carelessness

jective,.elements-of the 2d platoon found

evidence that.confirmed enemy presence..

i “The first contact with the communists
pxoved to: be hair raising for 2d Platoon
Leader First Lieutenant David L. ‘Sacket
when he attempted to enter a tunnel he
believed to be abandoned.” .

~As ‘he lowered himself feet'ﬁrst into

the tunnel, Sacket was grabbed around
the ankles by an NVA. soldier who. was
A il NSy

determined to pull the sta

into his underground-lair. =
‘QUICK REACTION by Pr ates F‘nst

Class James Byrd Joseph Sollell

and -

Terry Lad:produced a tug-o-war that ve-
sulted in the rescue of theu somewhat
shaken platoon leader.

Grenades thrown into the tunnel pLO-
duced one wounded detainee.

Sacket said, ‘‘T learned today Jjthat no-

matter how safe a hole looks, it has to be

_fragged before-it is 1mest1gated e o

-Interrogation of the detainee by Viet-

namese scouts led to yet angther VL, ‘hid-:

ing place in the immediate area, swhich
Priv ate First Class.John L. Raczyko“ ski,

Tygh Valley, Ore., described by statmg,_

“It dldnt ook like anything but a big

mound of dirt. We started digging into it
and -brokethrough ‘into an underground
bunker.”

AS SOON AS the- occupants realized
that they -had ‘been discovered, they
emerged, armed with. hand grenades,
from ‘a “well-concealed trap: door.. Both
enemy were killed by alert security.

The operationicame to a close after
.the Warriors: had discovered  an AK47
rifle, a quarter-pound of documents and
an-NVA diary. Two hundred pounds of
rice and: the: sight for an 82mm Chi-Com
mortar were also tallied in‘the day’s bag.

-
i

I oma/za whs Cffop up N VA
Araund Nu: Ba

usual dnsustrous results for the enemy.. The .mfanirymen,
supporied by -artillery and- hght fire ‘teams, killed 49" NVA
soldiers after g Tomghuwk point element spotte
at the base of the mountain.. The contact-broug
than 100 the number of enemy soldiers killed by the Ton a- =
hawks and their allies near the mountain in less than a week.

th Armor is rapidly: con-
vineing the enemy that there is
little sanctuary in -the-dense un-
derbrush and: caves ‘that covel
thea,\rugged slopes of \ Ba
Den. - :

The: armormen S latest yven-
ture cost the: enemy ‘27 dead.

By PFC Sam B. Dixon

TAY NINH — “ARAT’s were
cracking all-around us. We at-
tempted to return to our laager
site,. but the fire was so.heavy
we were forcedto seek ‘cover.
We threw in more counter fire,
returned ‘and secured- our ob-
jective.”

Those are the words of Ser-
geant Lynn A. Miller of Wichita,

Kan., recounting action in whieh

men of Alpha and Charlie Com-
panies, 4th Battalion (Mechan-
ized), 23d Infantry; killed 57 en-
emy soldiers in the southeast
sector surrounding Nui Ba Den.

Early in the day,. the 4/23d
Tomahawks had set out on a
combined - operation with ' the
688th Vietnamese - Regional
Forces Company. :
siont reconnaissance-in-foree.

Intelligence reports had sug-
gested- that a - company-sized
NVA element had been spotted
1nithe area and had disappeared
into the:rocks and jungle at the
base of the mountain.

While establishing a defensive
position, Charlie Company and
the 688th RF Company began re-
ceiving incoming 82mm mortar
rounds from: the mountain, All
rounds’ impacted  outside  the
laager site and caused no dam-
age. Immediately, the Toma-
hawks returned fire with their
own mortars and called in artil-
lery and light fire teams.. =

MOVEMENT  WAS observed
in the banana:groves at the base
of the mountain and again'the

allie d position: received in--

coming: rounds.. The Tomahawks
again countered. this time with

organic fire, light fire teams, ar-

tillery and gunships.

Their mis- -

. F nvate\ Flrst

The Tomahawk - company‘
fxrst ‘platoon- moved ‘out on, foot- -
and hadn’t gone -more than 100
meters into the bananas when it.
received theavy: rocket-propelled -
grenade (RPG) and small arms:
fire. The platoon dispersed, but
later regrouped and moved dee- =
per into the enemy position.

Sporadic fire _continued until
3:00° pom. By dusk the Toma-
hawks had counted - 30 enemy -
dead. Next day, Alpha Company™
of the Tomahawks moved into
the area and established contact:
with the enemy. Between the
two-companies, 57 enemy died in-
the two days of battle.

FIREPO ER BUT NO DEMONSTRATION —_ Mechumzed in-
funtrymen from the 4th Battalion, 23d- Infontry Tomahawks
put it to enemy ‘soldiers near the base of Nug Den.

(PHOTO BY P AM DIXON}

Enemy Umt Cut D.own

B} SP4 Dennis Bries
TAY NINH—=If a tree falls in the woods and
no one is there to hear it, does;it make a sound?*’
That theoretical question-has been toyed with
by philosophers and students - for centuries, but
it never seemed quite as relevant as it did recently

for men of Alpha Company, 2d Battalion (Me-*
chanized), 22d ‘Infantry, and the 2d Platooniof -

A =
Alpha Company, 2d Battahon 3Eth \rmor: Drea ‘ .‘;supportu;ge et f,I’f"

naughts, :
As a Dreadnaught M—48 tan

-Ninh City; it knocked ‘over a' tree. Not only did

the Americans, hear ‘the-tree: fall; ‘but so: did an-

~estimated company- of Vlet Cong and NortbagWeti-‘ =Eoa

‘namese soldiers.
FIFTEEN ENEMY soldle;s dled m the ensumg
battle.
“Before the tzee had completely fallen 2t sald
; ,gss Howard Al Houston “of Hope s

mbled through E
the dense foliage of a favorite enemy lair. Boi Loi-
‘Woods, 13 and one-half miles southeast of Tay. %, th

S

hining Strikes Tree, VC

Ark “they were- fwr;g);ocket-propelled grenades,
51 caliber and smallFarms-at us: We must have
stumbled straight mto a small base camp because
they: were well dug-in.”

Alpha Company of Tnple Deuce came-on line

ias soon -as: the first enemyqxounds were fired.
'»Alph

Qmpany s armored.,persnnnel “carriers and
tanks ‘from ‘the 2/34th. were hampered by the
high concentration of: craters:in:the area. So ‘with
i the ‘Dreadnaughts, men of
le Deuce:: assaulted the enem3

Alpha Company, ’
complex “on: “foo!

as-their front, they withdrew to -
an strikes to ‘soften the area.

ollowed by=helicopter gunships -and

0mpa: X_'m_oved, back in.

 rough® battle all the way and ‘we

‘elve done a lot of fighting?in the last

e_n”

“week,? ‘sai Spécxahst 4. Ronald E- Hopkins of
_Beldmg, “Mich; -

Flfteen enemy dxed durmu the battle

uable weapen. If handled

TARTED ecewmg fire from "

The reconnaissance and tank

- platoons: of /Headquarters and
§  Headquarters

Company ~— were
conducting a ground -reconnais-
sance of the terrain surroundmg
the - eastern side of ‘the  Black
Virgin® Mountain.- As® they ap-

“proached the mountain, they: ob-
served - several enemy running

from  a nearby banana  grove
into.a large cave near the hase.

IMMEDIATELY, ‘,Headquar-

ters Company commander Cap-
“tain Thomas "Boling deployed

Dreadnaught tracks and men
on'line and du:ected their fire
onto the:enemy’ss position. The
ground trembled and the moun-
(Con};nued on Back Page)

Claymore mines are a val-

carelessly, however, they

are capable of making
you wish they'd never
been invented. Always

make sure the firing de-
‘vice is disconnected before
{you even think about’ go-
ing near the mine. If

it up, ask someone who is

sure for help. If you hcve
‘ever pmd heed ‘to the
‘maxim - that encourcges

you to act- slowly buf: sure-
ly, do so when worklrn,g
with  claymores.. DEROS.
Do it the safe way.

you're not'sure how to set}”
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Decorated

BRONZE STAR FOR HEROISM
MAJ Arthur E. Solem, HHC, 2d Bde
CPT Ronald J. Taylor, V Btry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty
CPT John S. Regan, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Int
CPT Robert B.. Connolly, Co A, 2d’ Bn, 14th Inf
1LT Robert W. Evans, A Biry, ‘od Bn, 7T7th Arty
1LT Steven L. Donaldson Co A, 2d Bn 14th Inf
1LT Larry C. Hodnett, Co C, 3d Bn, %4 22d Inf
1LT John Mitchell, Co D, 2d ‘B, 27th Inf
1LT William S. Wall Co A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf
1LT James R. Krause, Co C, '3d Bn, 294 Inf
2LT Gary B. Tucker HHS Btr», 1st Bn, 8th Arty
1SG Hugh M. Hollis, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf
PSG James F. Horn, C Trp, 3d Sqdn 4th Cav
SFC Harvey Black, HHC 4th'Bn, 23d: Inf
SSG Gary-D. Do;s Co B 4th Bn, 23d Inf
SGT DOnald L. LaFalve Co A, 2d Bn 27th Inf
SGT William P. Kemson B Btry, 2d Bn 77th Arty
SGT Edward K. q1:1'1c:l«tlal1d Co D, 2d Bn 27th Inf
SGT Michael A. Janowiak, Co C, 2d Bn, 22d Inf
SGT Richard D. Laxson, Co B, 1st Bn, 5th Inf
SGT Kenneth E. Mullin, Co C, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SGT John C. Morelli, Co C, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SGT Brian L. Crawford, Co A, 1st Bn, 5th Inf
SGT James Windenwerder, Co A, 2d Bn, 12th Inf
SGT Donald G. Louk, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf
SGT John F. Lawinger, Co B, 2d Bn, 22d Inf
SGT Gerald Johnson, Co D, 2d Bn, 27th Inf
SP5 Robert Craig, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf
SP5-Cleveland Ott, Co C, 2d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Justin K. Anderson, Co C, 4th Bn, 9th Inf
SP4 Gary L. Starbuck, Co A, 2d Bn, 21th Inf
SP4 Edgar L. Otero, Co C, 2d Bn, 22d Infs
SP4 James L. Schnelder Co C, 2d Bn, 9d Int
SP4 William E. Turner, Co c, 2d Bn“fQZd Inf
SP4 Larry R. Goethe, Co C, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Max A. Calhoon Co A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf
SP4 David L. Lemmer, Co C, 2d Bn;:’22d-:~1nf
SP4 Lowell D. Vickers, Co C, 2d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Domingo Munoz, Co B, 125th ng Bn
SP4 Robert R. Dallas, Co- C 3d Bn, 2
SP4 Vernon T. Ota, Co C, 2d Bn,. 22'
{SP4 James D.: Homan Co A 2d Bn
] SP4 Chris' H: Ritchie, Co C, Zd Bn,:
SP4 Duane K. \IcIver Co C 2d Bn, :
SP4 Thomas dJ. Barker Co A 2d Bn ‘14th Inf
SP4 Thomas Feldman Co A, 2d Bn, 14th :Inf
SP4 Eddie C. Crowe, Co C, 2d Bn,: 12th Inf
SP4 Benjamin R, Lawson Jr Co C, 2d Bn, 12th Inf
SP4 Carl K. Cory, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf :
SP4 Donald A. Spory, Co E, 65th Engr Bn
SP4 John N. Bellaire, Co E, 1st-Bn, 27th Inf
SP4 Steven B. Sa‘)at, Co B 2d Bn 14th Inf
SP4 Robert L. Penick, Co E 65th- E'ngr Bn
SP4 Kenneth Dav1dson, HHC 1st Bde
SP4 Ronald N. Belford, -A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Ca'\
SP4 Terrence Colangelo Co C, 4th Bn, 23d Inf
SP4 John L. Laeseke, B Bitry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty
SP4 Emil S. Kosko, Co C. 1st Bn, 97th Inf
SP4 James Wells,,B Btry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty
SP4 Stanford Baker, B Btry, 1st. Bn, 8th Arty
SP4 James Winkenwerder, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf
SP4 William C. Triana, HHS Btry, 7th Bn, 11th Arty
SP4 Dale R. Pavey, Co C, 4th Bn, 23d Inf
SP4 David N. Brinton, Co B, 65th Engr Bn
SP4 Kenneth Bellinger, Co B, 65th Engr Bn
SP4 Michael Hill, B Btry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty
PFC Jerome M. Joseph Co A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf
PFC Carl R. Garver, Co C, 3d Bn, 22d§1nf
PFC Denver E. Thornton, Co A, 2d Bni27th Inf
PFEC Harold R. Booth, Co A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf
PFC Thomas E. Muzlk Co C, Ath Bn, 23d Inf
PEC-Bruce E. Hahn, Co C, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
PFC James N. McClure, Co A, 2d Bn 27th Inf ;
PFC Stephen W. Van Winkle, CVo A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf

. her sweater,

= =icongept,

‘DEROS'—The Sweetest
Sound You'll Ever Hear

It has been said that the Eng-
lish Language is not a beautiful
language. Frenchmen. . and
Spaniards maintain that i'thelr
flowing speech is, in.a
self, pleasing and neo
as English.

QOccasionally, however, there
is a phrase or word whose sound
is eternally pleasing, musically
inspiring. -The word referred to
here is “DEROS.”-

There are very few concepts
which are worthy of such a
beautiful word. “DERQOS”’ could
mean, for.instance, that- moment
on -a ‘spring morning ‘when the
sky in the east begins to lose its
darkness, the dew drips softly
from a maple leaf and a.robin
strikes the first note of a new
day.

“DEROS"” could convey the
thought of that moment when a
lovely 18 year old coed hurries
across.campus to her next class,
with books 'clutched closely to

breeze plays teasingly with her
skirt. h

Yes, very few things are wor-
thy of the word “DEROS.” And
per haps that w 01d is the messen-
ger of the lovehest concept of
all.

But.in order for-you-to derive
the full impact of this beautiful

RE&QSIGI'\M_EI\T . ORDERS

Sergeant Gets
Giant Bonus

cu CHI, — One of the dargest
Ieenhstment bonuses-eyer, $10,-
000, was -recently awarded to
Staff Sergeant Henry: A. Le-

_-vesque of Providence, R.I.-

Levesque,’ ‘the communication
section NCOIC for Headguarters
Company, 3d Brigade, described
himself as ‘flabbergasted’ when

_he discovered that he would be

receiving such-a large bonus, He

also added that the money was.a:

big factor in his decision.
With almost four years.of pri-
or service, Levesque~51 ned on

getting a guaranteed ixi
many out of the deal’®
leave Vietnam in the latter part
of October,

Levesque plans to attend War-
rant Officer Candidate School to
become a Crypto Technician. -

When asked what he would do
with all that money, Levesque
replied:

keep it there untll I reallu need
£} 4

‘PFC Robert \i Pschlrer Co A 2d Bn 27th Inf

TROP!C LIGHTNING

“Combat Hohor Roll

short dlstance from- the landing
zone.  In the-initial contact, the
company  commander _was
wounded ‘and Private Ballard
haying the only operable radio,
assumed command- and = mai
tained effective control qverd
company’s: elements. : -
-+-‘During- the hchtlng. 4 Ballard-
requested gunship and artillery
support and even after ‘heswas

Private First Class Freddie
Ballard of Company.'D, 2d Bat-
‘talion, 27th Infantry Wolfhounds
has been added to.the Tropic
Lightning Combat Honor Roll.

Ballard disfinguished  himself
-while serving -as_a.  radio tele-
.phone operator with ‘the Wolf-
-hounds*when he'reacted toa call
for -assistance - by .a. Special
Forces unit which was in heavy
contact. :

The company was flown to the
area and engaged the enemy a

supporting fire and organize the
company in-an assault on the

i commumcatlons <
: Ballard dlrected

wounded *continued “to adjust -

enemy:

When- an offxcer reached his
position and took' command, Ba
lard assisted with effective radi
-When his radio
-out;
'flre on:the enemy.

-lard -advanced on a hostile ma-
chine gun. emplacement and de-
stroyed it with several hand gre-
nades; ‘and-was instrumental in
“his company’s defeat of the ene-
my.

and an autumn

ithere: are. ‘some:. pre- .
“ cdutions!, vou should tend'to.

“T_will invest it in the
Soldiers Savings. Program and

-point in‘the‘battle, Bal- - e S

— Your orders should arrive 45-
60 days prior/to your DEROS. If
vou don’t have them 30 days be-
fore vou leave,
check.

BAGGAGE — You are author-
ized to carry a total of 200

pounds of baggage back with-

vou on the bird.

HOLD BAGGAGE — E-1
through E-4 with less than two
vears of service-are allowed 200
pounds. All -other enlisted ranks
are-allowed 400 pounds. Officers
through the grade of 0-5 are al-
lowed 600 pounds. 0-6, and ‘0-Ts

800- pounds,_and abme 0-8, well-

who is2.

CLEARING — When you have
yvour orders and have sent your

“hold baggage, the next step is

clearing;  Take your orders to
your orderly room and get your
clearance-papers. E-8s, E-9s and
officers may sign their
clearance papers. Others must
do leg work. The rounds- they
must make include supply, the
dispensary (have your shot
record up to date), the billeting
NCO, classified: material and
G-2, mail room, arms room, or-
derly room, duty - section, fi-
nance-and personnel,

- UNIFORM — Jungle fatlgues,

it’s time to’

own -

will be worn on the way back to
CONUS. There you’ll be issued

_ greens.

After clearing your unit you
will : report . to the Replace-
ment Returnee Processing facil-

ity named: in your Port Call or-

ders. There an inspection is held
and everyone in the grade of
Lieutenant Colonel -and below is
subjected to a search for any il-

“legal items. Don’t have any por-

no or.pot, weapons or ammo —
the chance of missing going
home (or worse) isn’t worth it.
Y our - travel= -authorization
must be in‘your possession when

vou repmt to the: Replacement

Battalion. - Weapons and war
trophies must-have been regis-
tered and a license received.

CURRENCY — After you
have been manifested, trade
vour MPC in, It’s‘no-good where
you're going. =

When you arrive in CONUS it
is best if wives or parents aren’t
at the airport.” You’ll be trans-
ported to the personnel center.
Your out — processing can take
anywhere from 6 hours- (min-
imum for regular DEROS) to 36

hours (hopeful” maximum for
~ETS -— another beauuful con-
cept).

Tropic llgbtnmg Tots

The Commandmg General

Willie T'. Thurman Co. D 2d Bn, 27th Inf ‘a boy, Aug. 28
Larry W. Hanry Co A, 9d Bn, 27th Inf, a boy, Sept. 3
J.T. Gwinn, Co B, 2d Bn, 27th Inf, a girl, Sept.: 3
Robert J. Rowe, Adv Team 43, a girl, Sept. 5

Bruce E. Fiffany, Co C, 554th Engr Bn, a boy, Sept. 8
Peter J. Contreras, HHC, 2d Bn, 12th Inf, a boy, Sept. 8
Charles M. Hunt, Co C, 2d Bn, 12th Inf, a boy,'Sept 8
Gary Chadwell, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf, a girl, Sept. 8
Lehman Aicher, Co E, 2d Bn, 14th Inf, a girl, Sept. 9
James M. Qie, 269th Combat Avn, a boy, Sept. 9
Hlseog ‘Nuseber, HHC, 269th Combat Avn, a girl, Sept. 10
D. A. Branscone, HHC, 2d Bn, 14th Inf, a boy, Sept. 10
Harold E. Peace, Co C; 588th Engr Bn, a-boy, Sept. 10

TROP!C L!GHTNING NEWS
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DYNAMIC DlSMANTLING—-Removmg the power pack—bolh engine and transmis ‘
This 405-horsepower V-8 -diesel engme can be removed in about an hour by the crack 3d Bai-

quarterly preventive maintenance for such amllery pieces.

talion, 13th Artillery Battalion maintenance crew.
engine parts, a process that can be completed in 24 hours.

NEED Al 1ET2?
Calif.,

of St. Clair, Mich., os Brave Compuny, 2d Buﬂnhon,

—First Lieutenant C arles: R. Viale:
_offers a helping hand to" Specialist 4 Harold Gravely

14th In-

fantry crosses o canal while sweeping northeast of Trung Lap.
(PHOTO BY SP4 DAN ZALDIVARI

i Sebusioph :

Old Mortars Never Die,
They Just Fire Aw

CU CHI — There is a fdeUSv

trite expression about old sol-
diers “fading away, But what
about old mortar tubes?:

Echo Compam 24 Battalion,
14th’ Infantry recently " refired
one of its 4.2-inch mortars.

The gun' was located at Fire
Support Base Patton IT. The last

round ‘'was sent on its way by
Specialists:4 Robert Redmond of

Mobile, Ala;, and Gerald Ander-

son of Pepin, Wis. They were as—

sisted by~ Privates First Class
John. Staige of Minueapolis,
Minn., and Alfred Havagucm of
Hilo, Hawan

ay

The tube’s. last “Fire. Mission™

was called on a brxght sunny
morning as. the gunner dropped
the ~20,000th round down the
tube. The round was on its way

and another vital piece of equip--
ment had expended its life span.

“In accordance with

regulations, the gun had o be'r
retired- after 20,000 vounds’ had.

been fired from it,” said First

Sergeant John R Putman o

Willingboro, N.J.
“We have been firing this gun
since August of 1968, 1t took a

. little “‘more: than: a  full-year to

fire the  maximum,’
man.

* said Put-

By PEC Plul; Jackson A
CU CHI — Splashing through
a marsh southwest of - Trang
Bang aboard swamp ‘boats, a
combined:  25th _*Division- Re-
gional. Forces, unit cut another
area off the Viet: Cong’s dwindl-
ing list of safe hiding places. -
The ‘unit- included’ soldiers
from Tropic L1gh';nmgs Delta

Compan}, 2d Battallonn.‘l?th In-_
“Armor, Vxemamgseriroups“iromf ‘gon He;

and--2d-Bai

‘the 158th, 163d and 179th Region-
al Force companies, and a mo-
‘bile strike force frog; Tra Lo
‘Special Eorces Camp.®

"~ THE ALLIED force: learned of
enemy soldiers living
Hung vﬂlage 11" miles west of

Cu Chi, at night and moving into-

the swamp fto'the east durmg;l.

= .daylight hours.

“Ever:, time we moved mto

Fu‘st Lleutenant Phxhp Dean'of
Rochester ‘\’Y “The enemy

L D
ever, took ‘thatf extra: step awav
from the enemy.

At 7:00 am., blockmﬂ forces
moyved into- posmonion ‘the west-
ern end of the wvillage, driving
the VC into the swamp: Other al-
lied elements on the swamp's

_and found two-

STOPPIN'G S&MPANS and
checking  identification: cards
produced nothing, so the com-
mand was given: and the Allies’
boats sped .deeper into  the
swamp, beginning: the laborious

~jobof checking eanal banks for

possible- hldmg places

The' Popular Forces came up
with an AK-47 rifle-and cleaning
equipments Then ISergea_nt ‘First

imbed: on~

from a Popular Force soldier,
i t-tank mines.
-~ =Tt seems that: ‘the Viet Cong

. were -using: the top of the bush
- ‘for a- trall and-a hidmg place.”

Tucker said.-
- “WE DMUST HAVE had
Charlie'realb confused;” .~ Spe-

m;k.e; :of:‘lyLuagg,w had. gwergd Up-one.
3 sh “with: 'a boost

the regular

‘The preventive maintenance routine then covers cleunmg, tightening, adjusting and replacing external
Mmor emergency repairs ccm be done in four hours or less. (PHOTQS BY" SP4 PAT MORRISON)

cialist Four, Hector Agume of
Mason; Mich;, added. “A willa-
ger told us :that three Viet Cong
ran-out ‘of the willage and into
the swamp: earlier-to avoid the
Delta- Company blocking force.
Tater we received word that the
158th Regional Force Company
picked up three V€ who stum-
bled out of the'swamp.”!  *
By the day's end, the allies
AK«SQ an

AK-A47: a - ,personnel
mine, one 40 pound ‘antitank
mine. one 10:pound anti-tank

mine; a box of AK ammunition.
five magazines, cleamx'g equip-
ment and pots and ‘pans, along
with three confused Viet Cong.
The Viet Cong turned out to be a
hamlet chief, a squad leader for
a Jocal foree, and a guerrllla

,Cdmbinéd AP

- By SP4 Larry Goodson

* FSB Pershing — A combined
Vlemamese-Amencan
“patrol outfoxed a Viet

Cong
force recently and wound up

-beating” the 'enemy at ‘his own
game. =

The  patrol made up of Fire
Brigade soldiers from Alpha
Company; 2d Batialion, 12th In-
fantry, and men from the 36th
Popular Force Platoon, encoun-
tered the unknown sized enemy

force’ two miles northeast of

ambush -

Outfoxes Foe

Trang Bang.

The Allies were moving along
highway 6A and were approxi-
mately 250 meters from the
scheduled ambush site when, as
Platoon Sergeant Bruce ‘D. Hol-
zhauver recalled it, ~“Charlie
opened up where they thought
we- were,”

The patrol had just turned and
was. moving through open Tice
paddies when the enemy put it's
firepower on the road' where tha

(Continued' on Back Page)

eastern edge were waiting.

THERE SHE GOES—As the 2" ;:n ihe 20 OOOih round dlsuppeurs mto the rehrmg 4 2-mch

mortar tube, Specialist 4 Gerald Anderson of Pepin, Wis., reaches for his ears to protect

them from the last blast.

Private First Class John Staige of Minneapolis, Minn:, and Spe-
cialist 4 Robert Redmond of Mobile, Ala., are: cﬂreody prepared,

(PHOTO BY SP4 FRANK DITTO) ¢ '
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Team Alds
Villagers

By PFC Demﬂs Bries 3

S TAY NINH — Combmed
US-ARVN operations mean more”
than just combined combat op-
erations to' the men of the 2d -
3 Battalmn (Mechamzed), 22d In-r

He dst ARVN An"

The ARVNs and Triple Deuce
also undertake 'h:ghly successful
combmed medlcal civie actxou

‘prove the -quahty of the medlcal
,ald:;"vaﬂnble ‘to villagers, The
~combined” team: treated 149
pahenfsf ‘in. the small village of

¢ ecéntly. The team has

;treated as inany as 300 patients -
- inone day i in larger villages.

"Ta handle this: many patxents

—the mediecal team needs the bat-
* talion.surgeon from the ARVN
Battalion,aﬂ& two o f -

th Specialist 4

of Kansas City,
medic for Trnple s

ctot who pr {:i;xbes
T0 here; are. -
‘ 0L TECEIve the

Mplumi the details f* i
The combined MEDCAP operation

llage of Xom Ba, east of Tay Ninh.
(PHOTO BY ﬁFc DENN1 BRIES)

Warrlors Occupy
Booby Trap Garden

Bv SPi Larry Goodson

CU CHI—Perhaps the) should have named it Patrol Base Boob\
Trap, in honor of its. most common: ‘physieal feature:

Warriors-of the 2d Battahon, 12th Infantry were given the task™ -
of construeting ‘a new, ‘fjatxol base eight miles northwest'of ‘Cu Chi.
The ‘area selected as: the s1te has been known as a booby trap
finder's parachse

SETTING OUT on the mis: -
sion, infantrymen f{rom  Bravo .ﬁ‘:;iug"es'aset ‘_}I"n"gn';g;ft gﬁé‘s’ 3
Company didn’t find anything “the wires were tied to a bamboo
until they, arrived at the exact - _stake less than six inches above
location” of the futu’re pa’tr(ﬂ ground and fixed to“é"gre'nade-
base, 3 type detonator placed in the

buried charge.

Then,. as Private - Fn‘st Class

Sha1p eved mfannymen were
Ronme L. Clark 0» Obehta Ala 2 a1ded ‘by mine détectors in theil

efforts to uncover the well: con- 3
-cealed traps.

~_ Ptivate. First Class Mark J
*Garcxa of Monticello, 'Gali

,e day, 69 booby traps had'

sar :
o found : s di med found: quite a few traps» The
Tost were- 'made of tin cans _grass was very tall Sometimes

ad wnth, exploswes,} nails, - up -to my waist.<It was almost
{s§ and SThes materials- that 'Imposslble to-spot them all,” =

. uld cauSe-casdalties. - When the area was: finall_v =
i 8 7= e ) e clearéd, the -2d Brigade soldiers
CIQ:SCD{g;_%zﬁgm}:gvggesnfgft were ready to bef’inncor‘istruaion

W Wi fiany of . the tFapswere of ‘the patrol base, named Lo-
o rence in honor of Specialist 4

SPLISH-SPLASH Somehmes it's a Imle duff‘colf to. keep clean: in Vlehmm 50 mke a hp from
placed together in a line forming John E. Lorvence. a 9/1% in. Candy, played here by Ewa Aulin in a scene from the movie “Candy”. A little extra time

a‘barrier several meters long. fantryman killed in recent ac- @nd some soap will keep you in good standing with your bunker-buddies. It will also help
“MOST OF THE trip wires: tion. ‘ prevent the spread of disease and make lifé a bit more bedrable.
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Airmen Visit Infantry

B-52 Crew Gets Down

FIRE- POWER DEMONSTRATION-—B-52 crew members touring

tho 2d Brigade's operations area watch a firepower demon-

stration ‘at- Patrol Base:Hunsley. Afier climbing the base’s
30-foof observahon tower, the girmen watched ‘with interest
—and cameras reudy——us Prlvcne Flrsi’ Class Lyle Thomason

RIGHT: F\re Bngude Com-
mander Colonel H. S.. Long of
Galatin, Mo,, (second from
left) ‘presented . the _visiting
airmen with o captured AK47
rifle.

BELOW: Two Air Force offi-
cers, First Lieutenant Russell”
L. Ware of Bristol, Va. (leff],

and Captain Guy K. Buesing
of Monmouth Beach, N.J. try
their hands at M-16 marks-

manship at Patrol Base
Hunsley.

of Dearborn Helghts Mich., o mortarmun wuh C Company,

o Earth

his weapon

Then ihey saw the strik
ous marking round, pinpointing th
artillery and mortar fire hit second

pofwhere o burmge of

CANNON CHECKOUT—The visitors watch closely as a car

Artillery explains the workings of o 105mm howitzer a}

whufe phosphor- ;

* — from the co- pﬂots seat at 1000

Aeer ,f,rém fhg' 1st:
trel Base Hunsley.'

View

CU CHI-—In a day of whirl-
wind activity here recently a five
man B-52 crew from March Air
Force Base, Calif., got a first-
hand look at:the-war as it’s seen
by ground troopsin Vietnam,

“It really looks different from
this' altitude," said Captain Rob-
ert G: Scheffel of Williston Park,
N.Y., as he flew over the Tropic
Lightning's 2d Brigade area in a
Little Bear chopper. “We're usu-
ally at 30,000 feet.’”

It was the first helicoptar ride
for four of the men.

Fire Support Base Patton was
the first stop, where the airmen
visited the 2d Battalion, 14th In-
fantry’s forward tactical oper-
ation center and were given a
155mm self-propelled  howitzer
firing demonstration’ put on by
Alpha Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th
Artillery.

From Patton the men were
flown to Patrol Base Hunsley.
Artillerymen, infantrymen, and
mortarmen. there combined to
put on a show of Tropic_Light-
ning firepower.

The 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry
was on hand to show- the Air
Force how a Army hunter-killer
team operates. The men werz2
also introduced to weapons used
by individual "infantrymen, in-
cluding M-60 machineguns, M-79
grenade launchers and M-16's.

The short trip-back to Cu Chi
was followed by a visit to the 3/4
Cav area, where the men saw
the armament of Centaur LOH’s

crewmen also igot - a
take a-closer-loo

fe’*t,

“were presented vuth a captured
AK-47 by Colonel H.S. Long, Fire
Brlgade Commander from Gala-
tin, Mo.

“It’s geing to be mounted on
the wall back at our-squadron,”
said First Lieutenant Russell L.
Ware, of Bristol, Va.

“It was an impressiva day,”
commented Captain Guy Buesx-
ing of Monmouth, N.J., “but it
was all too.shorf.™ .

“The demonstrations -~ made
me appreciate more how ground
troops: fight,” Scheffel said.
“T*ve nothing but respect for the
men on the ground and ‘in “the
hehcopters

Battalion, 8th
The airmen

also-had a chance to! ride inside-a self-propelled’ 155mm Howﬂzer, and stayed inside while
(PHOTOS BY 5P4 KARL KARLGAARD).

it was fired.
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Enemy Loses 26 to Allies

Deuces

By SP4 Dennis J. Bries

TAY NINH — In a day-long
battle .against the NVA in a for-
tified bunker complex, C Com-
pany, . 2d @ Battalion (Mecha-
nized), 22d Infantry, and the 73d
ARVN . Airborne Company  re-
lieved the enemy of 26 of his: sol-
diers, one detainee and an as-
sortment of weapons -and web
gear.

The aetion was part of contin-
ued US-ARVN operations in the
Boi Eoi Woods, eight miles north
of Trang Bang.

The Triple Duece Company
had just begun the day’s sweep
when they were hit with small

arms, RPG, and 51 caliber ma- -

chmegun fire.

Captain Richard H. Goldsmith -

of Laramie, Wyo.,
Commander, said, ““The men in
the company did an excellent

C Company

contact until

VA

Change

support,ing fires could be
brought in.”

Before the day was over, such
support included ‘artillery from
Fire Support Bases Wood and
Pershing, air strikes from the
Air Force, and helicopter light '
fire teams from Tay I\mh Base
Camp.

“One man who did an espe-
cially outstanding job was our
Third Platoon Leader, Sergeant .
Keeno,” Goodsmith said.-

Sergeant James Keeno of
Myrtle Beach,: 'S.C., the man
Goldsmith referred to, said, =L
was the first7one to get hit, but I
decided to:stay in and fight de-
spite my wound, Most of the &=
men. in my platoon are new in &=
country and I felt thev needed
me. The men did an oﬂ,tstandin’g B
job and T'm recommending sev-
eral of ‘them for ‘valorous
awards.”

job of holding the-

KINGS OF THE HiLL—Soldiers.
ized), 23d Infantry patrol on whut h

hawks killed more than 100 enemy soldners on and near
the mounlam during the week ;hnt begun S¢ p! 5‘

o_f;the'

A LUCK: ONE—The same arhllery flre ﬂlat‘?flushed out*ihe
‘detainee being escorted here by two ARVN soldiers decimat-
ed an:NVA force. The artillery was supporting the 73d ARVN
Airborne and Tropic Lightning’s 2d Batiglion, 22d Infantry,
whose 5-3 Air officer, Captain. Thomas' Cosey, led the de-
tainee to the POW debriefing area at Fire Support Base

Wood 101, .- [PHOTO BY SP4 DENNIS J. BRIES)

'US]"--RVN Team Nabs
rtar-Rocket C Officer

By PFC Greg Stanmar
CU CHT = ‘Two compames
-one US, the: nthen ARVN“were
) sweepmg ‘an- area in the Fire
e Bng@des sector - mear . their
: 1aager site” outs1de Fu-e Suppou
Basl Hunsle B

rms, creatmg
'scmbed by
ff

b zmg fue de—
one: ser,geant as

- Later it was learne that the
detainee was* the ‘commander of
the' Exghth Arnller,\, Bat,tahon,
respons1ble for keepmg Sub-Re-
gion I, the- 2Sth Duusmn‘s area
of opgranons, under mortar and SR
_rocket attack. " S

THE CAPTURE was 0nly one ‘
mstance of» success Delta Com-

cu CHI — On-a local SWeep
from - Patral = Base Hunsley
recently, Charlie* €

Battalion, 14th

Dragons: found what looked like-

a Viet Cong. booby trap factory.
*“We found this bunker-tunnel

complex and the men. started

checking the hole ¥ said

Captain Lewis- Kaspeiﬂ “of Rixey

Combined Puirol
(Continued From Page 3)

Warriors and Vxetnamese had
just been walking.

Private First Class Clyde Glo-
ver hnson: City; Tenn., said,
YR ody was already on

line. All we had tado was gat

down and. return. the fire.”

A sweep of the area later con-
firmed  that four enemy had"

been killed. - - :

‘,grenades a US Butl’aerﬂy ‘Bomb,
two 8Zmm ‘rounds,
: 7amm recoxlless nﬂe rounds.

. pment
~»:Just alittle

~ bunker  comple:

.pe.I'. &3 e ¢ =

e

along with de
The find 'm,cl

one: pu]l-t}zpe detonaju 5

smoke grenade fuzes -one AK47

anate Fu'st Class Dale Pan-
Tott, Walla Walla, Wash sald ‘of
-the W etnamese unit.

"Wg have some problesm thh

ing an operatxon 1t' haid ‘to get
across who’s going to do what.”
~ HOWEVER, TBERE “was 1o

and two

at mgh ten ABVN “sol-
&y and ten GIsywere passing

hard f ¢ near a village'on their way to an
eguipment,: e,spec v when we ambush site when  they passed
. dropping; artillery. on - ‘this 30 Viet Cong carrying timber for
@temuttenﬂy‘ ith unkers.. The ambush: pa-
adaed Kas— - trol greeted the enemy- -unit with
- the “full volume “of theu' _small : -

-

di ‘the ni ht,‘
Sk % in the Cu Chi area. -

 tainside

of MeLean, .Vn., as he lreats sores on- the - lm
Tier is part of a 3d Battalion, 13th. Amllery
Action Program team that makes weekly: visifs
(PHOTO BY SP4 PAT MORRISON) 2

Dreadnaughts

Rule Slopes

* (Continued From Page 1)
reverherated as the
metzl monsters unleashed their
lethal barrage of 90mm cannon
?_nd .50 caliber machine gun-
ire.

The company’s-mortar platoon

- was then ealled into action.

The “mortar ‘tracks. maneu-
vered into - position” directly be-

_ hind*the firing tanks and soon

began: to .pound the enemy
stronghold: with devastating 4.2-
inch mortar rounds.

After completely saturating
the enemy’s position, the com-
bined elements of 'Headquarters
Company shifted their fire onto
other targets m the* wcxmry of
the cave. '

Assessing the suuanon from
the scene. of  action, Battalion
Commander Lieutenant Colonel

~T. G- Smith of El Paso} Tex., re-

quested “a psyeholegical oper-
ations  team from -the Propic
Lightning Ist Brigade S-5 section
-at Tay Ninh base camp.

BY 7:30 A.M. the team was in
action and the mountain again

_reverberated, but this time to

the voice of an S-5 interpreter
broadcastmg over load speak-
ers..

*We explained the chieu hoi

~ policy and urged them to rally
:to the’ governmentr‘saxd, Smith,

“We told them that' we will not
allow them sanctuary on the
mountain or any’ other: place.
What they went"th,rough today
was just a preview of events to
come; everytime:the
riﬁnks coming: Ihey

=3 ~—PpOSt ¢ =
: events revea]ed assuccess story

of -armor ver sauuty and fire-
DPOWEE ‘coupled with modern psy-

- chologicak: ~warfaz{a.‘,.teebmques -
‘Not-only=did’ the ' Dreadnaughts

eliminate 27 enemy soldiers, but
.put-many gquestions in the minds
of other enemy as to the effec:
nveness;of Nui~ B@‘;Den ‘'as a

sanctuary as- 'well. =

glrlas leg.
edical Civic
o villoges




