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Tired ol Being Communist Stooge 

Rallier Leads Wolfhounds to Hospital Complex 
By PFC DAN LOWRY a Communist stooee, he decided didn't bave any. So we detained then moved forward again and between my legs tryinf to get 

CU CHI - Members or the lo raUy to the first US unit he both and took them alon1 with found three more bunkers. away from him," Jenkins said. 
25th Division's 2nd Wolfhounds, couta find. us. "We were in a rue formation After evacuatin1 the enemy 
led by an enthusiastic young "We gave him a fatigue jacket "When we r eached the with the kid leadin& us to the supplies Crom the last th.rec, 
ralller, uncovered a Viet Cong and a bush bat in place of his suspected area, one platoon wu bunkers," J enkins added. bunken, the Hounds called in an 
held hospital complex and raggedy clothes," Vance added. left behind for security wh~e the "Suddenly a VC jumped out of immediate air strike. Among the 
detained two enemy nunes near "He wu real bunpy too, so we other moved in," Jt nklns one and stared right at the kid," goods taken were 125 pounds of 
here recently. stuffed him with C-rations." continued. "We maheuvered Unfortunately the boy was in polished rice, 2S pounds or &alt, 

Tbe fmd_ by Alfa Company, In return, the rallier offered through thipk brush and soon the Gls' firing line, so no 10 pounds or sugar, two AJC.-471, 
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, to lead the company to the reaehed the medical complex - attempt was made to kill the d tal kit r 1 b ttl r 
was made in a thickly foliaged hospital where he said there two underground bunkers. ' fleeing enemy. .a en • our arp O es 0 

area 12 miles north or here. were medical supplies and VC. The Hounds removed- o, er 40 Scared plasma and numerous amounts 
" We were in our night holding A short time later, two pounds of medicines and drugs 'The poor kid was so scared o r cooklna utensila and food and 

position when we spotted this platoons of Alfa Company, with back to their security element by that guy that he crawled right water containers. 
Vietnamese kid standina aU the youngster walking point, left ' 
alo ne," said Staff Sergeant their night position and headed 
Steven Vance or Indianapolis. for the suspected enemy field 
"Our Kit Carson Scout went out hospital. 
to talk to him and, after a while, Points Out VC 
they came back together." While en route, the boy 

The boy volunteered that he pointed out two V.C women 
wu 14 yean old and bad been suppliers out of a group or 
prused into service by tho VC civilians walking along a nearby 
whoo be wu eight. road. 

Comm11nist Stooge "The boy wasn't in 'the least 
He had been sent out Crom • bit hesitant about pointin& at 

nearby underground field tho two women and shoutins. 
boapiW to buy rice, but had lost 'VC supplien,"' said Se.rp,ant 
the money. Fearful o f belna Mike Jenkins of Atlanta. 
pun ished - if he returned _ ,,_W• uked the two.forthelr 
emptyhanded, and tire~ of being identification cards, but they 

STUDY IN BARBED WIRE - Oioppers wait for a change of weather 
to pick up men of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry. (Photo by SGT 
Muk Roclcney) • 

Use Trail Once Too Often 

Regulars Trap NV A Patrol 
By SP4 KRIS PETERSEN 

FSB LYNCH - Tho odds ran 
out for two NVA recently, u 
they wed a favorite trail o nce 
too often. This time, members 
of the < 3rd Battalion, 22nd 
lnfantrr,' bappeiwd. to...be theft 
too. 

Alfa Company, serving as a 
blocking force on a mission near 
a Fre n c h-owned rub be r 
plantation, was inserted into an 
area or heavy foliage and thick 
vogetJtion. This area bad been 
used as an enemy infiltration 
route. 

Dayliaht buah 
"After settina up in a day 

location, six or us went out on a 
separate daylight ambush 
alonpide a welklefined trail," 
said Seraeant Richard Hawkins 
or West AUis, Wis., the platoon 
leader. 

"The trail seemed lih a 
highway, there were so 111any 
signs of mo vement.'' said 
SpeciallJt 4 David Hasseltioe or 
Mt. Vernon, Va. 

"Fresh tracks were clearly 
visible all up and down the 
trail," said another Regular, 
Private First Class William 
Rockwell of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Easiest Melhod 
A small element or NVA were 

apparently o n a patrol or heir 
own, using the trail as the euiest 
method or travel. 

" We saw the same gioup 
walking up and down the trail 
about 50 yards away, and 
intuition told me they'd be 
coming back again,*' said Pnvate 
First Class Michael Karabens or 
Manchester, N. H. "And they 
did." 

One Regular spotted t~em 
and warned the others to get 
ready. 

Immediately M-16s and M 79s 
opened up, scattering the enemy 
into the woods and leaving two 
dead on the trail. 

''We searched tor the enemy 
after the contact," said Sergeant 
Bruce Graham or Aurora, IU. 
14But since it was a(tcr a hravy 
rain, we almost had to swim to 
the area to see what was 
happening." 

Captured 
Captured after the brief battle 

were two AK-47s, some assorted 
ammunition and personal geu. 

' 'We'd always been told that 
using a traji _ llkp a p~ blic 

sidewalk could be hazardous to 
your health," laid Sergeant 
Bobby Pickens of Waynesboro, 
Miss. "Those two NV A found 
that out the hard way." 

Soldier Is Convicted 
In Manslaughter Case 

By SPS TOM BOl.ZUTO 
CU CHI • (September I 4) - A 

general court here found a 
Tropic Lightning soldier guilty 
o f killing two men and 
wounding IO othen during a 
May shooting at Tay Ninh'• 
standdown area and sentenced 
him to 22 years confinement at 
hard labor. 

Specialist 4 James E. Paul, 22, 
or Alamagonlo, N.M., was 
convicted on two counts of 
voluntary manslaughter and ten 
counts of assault with in tent to 
commit voluntary manslaughter. 

The decision is now subject to 
an automatic appeal before the 
court or military review in 
Washington. 

Fiahling Breaks Out 
Evidence brought before the 

court showed that during the 
evening of May 16th, as Charlie 
tompany, Isl Ballalion (Mech), 
5th Infantry, waited for a show 
to begin, fighting broke out 
between men or the company 
and men from other units who 
refused to leave the standdown 
area when asked. 

When the intruders were 
evicted, someone said, ••tet's 
come back later and get them 
(the men of Charlie Company)." 
Paul's roommate, Private First 
Class Edward F. Lane, q uoted 
Paul as saying, " I'm not goina to 
wait!" 

infantry Crouch 
Sergeant AUan L. Lewis, 

formerly with the 4th Battalion, 
9th Infantry, testified that he 
saw Paul walking with an M-16 
toward the standdown area. 

He said he then uw Paul go 
into an .. infantry crouch" and 

fire into I.be bleachers. 
Acconlin1 to Lane, when the 

accused returned to hi.I room he 
said, "l just s}tot some 'rabbits•:• 

At th.is point, Paul reportedly 
put his M-16 under hi.I bunk, 
bonowed a headband Crom Lane 
and asked, "Where can I go?" 

The two roommates then 
went to the "Free World Club" 
in Tay Ninh. On the way over, 
Lane asked Paul if be bad aimed 
when h.e shot. Paul answered, 
"Yes! I was'aiming at a se~eant 
who had a gun, but I didn t act 
him." 

Weapon Not Dirty 
Later, Lane testmed, Paul 

asked him to go back to their 
hootch and clean the weapon. 
'Lane claimed that when he did, 
he found that the weapon was 
not dirty and did no t look as 
though it bad been used. 

However, a USA RV ballistic, 
expert testified that Paul's 
weapon very definitely was the 
one that had been used in the 
shooting. 

Descriptions Confu.sin1 
The defense countered that 

the d e1crip-tions given by 
eye-witnesses were so confusing 
u to leave room for reasonable 
doubt about Paul's guilt. 

One witness claimed that be 
saw a man other than Paul 
leaving the scene or the shootin1 • 
carryin& an M-16. And a MP 
testified that in another toom or 
the hootch shared by Paul and 
the other man he found a 
weapon that 0 wu warm to the 
touch." 

(Continued OD Paar, ---
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Win a Three Day Pass 
Yea, friends, we're eo1 1 dell for you. tr you 

are • soldier of rank Spec 4 or below and are u 
si11J1ed . lo the 25th lnf1ntty Division, you can 
win I FREE THREE DAY PASS to the China 
Beach R & R center. All you have to do is 
unravel the following little mystery : what do 
the dlllits 29-17-12 sienify? If you know, clip 

1bi.1 coupon and mail it 10 the Di,ision 
Information Office before midnieh• on October 
12. Your coupon will be deposited with 1U 
other entties in I helmet liner and the 
chief-of-atafrs de&ipated • representative will 
draw the winnine scrap therefrom. 

NAME AND RANK: __________________ _ 

UNIT._·-----------------------
ANSWER: _____________________ _ 

Tropic lightning Tots 
The Commanding General 
Welcomes. The Following 
Tropic Lightning Tota To The 
25th Infantry Division-As 
Reported By The American 
Red Cross. Born To: 

September 12 
PFC Richard E. Ferguson, C Btry, 2nd Bn, 32 Arty, boy 

September 13 
PVT Robert W. Staley, 38th Inf Scout Dogs, boy 
PFC Jesus Hernandez, HQ Btry, 7th Bn, 11th Arty, boy 

September 14 
PFC Michael D. Murray, HHC 2nd Bn, 22nd Inf, .girl 

September 15 
SP4 Richard I. Sommers, HHC, 65th Eng, boy 

September 16 
SGT Bobby W. Layton, E Co, 4th Bn, 9th Inf, boy 

September 17 
SP4 Benny Garcia, 362nd Eng, boy 

NEWFER 

NOW AVAILABLE - Get your 
genuine handy-dandy division 
letter openers while they last. 
SP4 Dave McClary wiU be 
around to your unit 500n to 
display his Tropic Lightning 
wares. 

:c -rt-1ou<,"T A SAPP£R. 

C.oa.t.£t.TED icl~ FR~ -rRa&. 

October 5, 1970 

DECORATIONS 

:SILVER STAR 
I LT Charles R. Thomas, F Co, 75th Inf 
SGT Joseph F.Doucette, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SGT Kenneth Krajenke, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d lnf 
SGT Stephen J. Rapa ta, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Danny R. Erickson, Co A; 4th Bn, 23d Inf 

DISTINGUISHED FL YING CROSS 
I Lt Rudy Parris, D Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
CW2 James F. Carnathan, D Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
WOI J. L. Walters, D Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 

BRONZE STAR 
CPT Jack D. Dempsey, Co A, 1st 13n, 5th Inf 
1 LT Reginald Smitl;l, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SFC Donald G. Robinson, HHC, 4th 23d Inf 
SGT Robert H. Balcer, Co A, 2d Bn, 22d Inf 
SGT John McCubbin, C_p B, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 

"'!-SGT Alan E. Mohr, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SGT Charles Wartchow, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
SPS David G. Atkinson, D Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
SP4 Harold D. Bowen, Co C, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SP4 Paul A. Campbell, Co C, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SP4 Robert W. Clement, Co A, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Thomas W. Gaul, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Larry T. Harper, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Terry W. Huber, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 James S. Kruse, Co A, 4th Jin, 23d Inf 
SP4 Marvin J. Nelson, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Morgan W. Pate, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Monte B. Schuman, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Johnny 0 . Scott, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SP4 Paul W. Smith, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Albert Wiley, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th lnf 
PFC Lawrence Baker, Co B, I st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Craig K. Barton, Co C, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
PFC John Berry, Co A, · 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Robert T. Carr, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf . 
PFC Daniel J. Cathcart, Co B, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Rocky W. Haynie, Co C, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 

· PFC Herbert Jackson, Co B, 1st Bn, 5th \nf 
PFC Walter Johnson, Co B, !'st Bn, 5th Inf 
PF.C Thomas H. Mardis, Co A, 4th Bn, 23d. Inf 
PFC Donald R. Reetz, Co B, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Floyd A. Schwalm, Co C, !st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Robert L. Zehringer, Co B, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 

The TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS is an authorized 
publication of the 25th Infantry Division. It is published 
weekly for all division units in the Republic of Vietnam by 
the Information Office, 25th Infantry Division, APO San 
Francisco 96225. American Forces Press Service and Army 
News Feature materials are used. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of 
the Army. Printed in Tokyo, Japan, by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes. 
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TAXING STOCK • PFC Alvin llrown of St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, 1U1d SP§ R. Hal5lip of Oick,on, 
Tenn., look over a vendor's cloth paintings. (Photo by SGT 11,ob Lodi) · _ - • 

At Resupply Re.ndezvous 

Bobcats :Hurry-Up and Wait 
BY SGT BOB LODI 

XUAN LOC - "Hurry up and 
wait.'' 

It seems one is always waiting 
in the Army. At basic training it 
was waiting for inspections or 
chow. In AIT it wa~ waiting in 
PIil' line and for orders to your 
next assign.m-ent. Even at the 
Oakland Army Terminal there 
were eager-faced PFC. waiting 
fo, their flight -numbers to be 
called. 

Here is Vietnam one waits 
tooi and one of the most 
common places an infantrymen 
finds himself waiting is at the 
resupply rendezvous point. The 
Bobcats of 1st Battalion (Mech), 
5th Infantry, like most soldiers. 
have found ways to while away 
these idle boun;. 

"If I'm not on guard, I like to 
catch a quick hour of sleep or 
write a Jetter home," said 
Sergeant ·Norm Shirley of 
Jamestown, N.D., a squadJ.eader 
with Charlie Company. 

Wai ting in the hot sun : for 
several hours can become very 
tedious duty, Fortunately, many 
9f the resupply points are near 
village• or main highways. . 

0 Whcn we•re close to a village 
it's a pleasant change from the 
field. The guys look forward to 
getting a sandwich or cold soda 
from the SQda girls," said Private 
First Class Ted Pullara of Miamj, 
a rifleman with Charlie 
Company. 

"I swear I've seen the same 
soda girls in Tay Ninh that are 
around here," said Sergeant 

Bewildered Crewmen 
Capture Flighty Trio 

By ILT DANNY J. HARTW.ELL 
DAU TIENG • A few intrepid members of the 65th Engineer's 

Alfa Company added another glorious chapter to the battalion 
history with the greatest enemy capture since the Keystone Cops 
nabbed three kids on their way to a candy store. 

Alfa Company's CEV (combat engineer vehicle) crew, manned by 
Tank Commander Staff Sergeant Charles King of Ocala, Fla., Private 
First Class Randall Grady of Somerville, Ala., and Private First Class 
Charley Bird whiBtle of lldwardsville, Kan., was conducting a 
security mi.,sion for one of the engineer's convoys when the bizarre 
happening took place. . 

At the junction ol TL 239 and TL 19 near here, King observed 
four individuals fluttering in the treeline parallel to the road. Before 
the convoy reached the · point of detection tho crew observed the 
group winging across the highway dres9ed in bright white clothing. 

King then watched them dart across the road again. Still under 
observation the individuals bolted into the tree line and started 
stripping t~ir clothing and donrung completely .different at.tire. 

King decided that enough was enough. He commanded his crew to 
duembark the CEV and foil this obvious NV A plot to "blow the 
minds" of the tankers. 

After assaulting on line, the combat veterans from Alfa Company 
over powered the flighty creatures and detained the'?' until the 
"Minnie Pearls" (MPs) arrived on the scene to contam the four 
dubious Oedglings. 

Brigade intelligence immediately set out to determine the 
importance of this noted capture. 

Careful inquiry and meditation revealed the following: "At I I 30 
houn; this morning, Alfa Company, 65 th Engineer Battalion, 
apprehended four bird hunters on TL 19." 

It seems our white-winged warriors were crossing the road to 
evade the dust particles stined by the convoy. The culprits soared 
into tho woodline to change from their hunting costumes into more 
appropriate attire. 

But why the white chothing? 

Virgil Bagley of Greenwich, 
Utah, a squad leader with 
Charlie Company. 

For the more adventurous 
soldiers, a resupply point can 
provide a shave, haircut and 
massage from a friendly 
Vietnamese barber. 

"I figured, what the he.:lc, 
nobody will see me for a couple 

, monthk'' saidJKnagt . J;iany 
• 'Wa.gi,ero f Brool<lawn, New 

Jersey . "The haircut was 
surprisingly good, but the dry 
s have was a littl e 
uncomfortable." 

Wherever Grs congregate 
there is almost always a crowd 
of •big-eyed curious children. 
And most GI's have a sofl spot 
for kids. 

"These kids will beg, borrow, 
and sometimes steal thin&$ from 
you, but they're so darn ~utc," 
said Private First Cius Gary 
Vinson of Paducah, Kentucky, a 
member of Charlie Company. " I 
guess I'm just a soft touch." 

Always though, soont r or 
later, the rations vehicles Urive. 
The waiting and time-wastiog are 
over, and it's back to the iungle 
and rice paddies. 
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midwife 'to a lot of solutions for a lot of Vietnamese problems. But, 
recently they outdid themselves. Mrs. Vo Thi Naoc came to the bue 
camp t.; pick up a pay check for her ailina husband, an interpreter 
for G-S. He l.s in a Saiaon hospital recovcrina from wounda suffered 
In a recent action. Mn. N1oc was well alona in a prcllJlancy and 
when she was told that the finance record, would take a couple of 
days to be completed, she was housed in the ICC. On September 9, 
ahe complained for labor pains and w11 ruahed to 12th Enc where a 
baby boy was born on September I 0. Mrs. Naoc remained here for a 
few days of rest before tnvellna to S.lgon to present her husband 
with his paycheck and a little bonua. 

• • • 
A TRIBUTE TO STEVE. .. A few days ago, Staff Sergeant Tom Sims 
stopped by and handed us a piece of paper full of bis thoughts. He 
said he's lilce to share those thoughts with the soldiers of the 25th 
Division. The paper was a letter. Not to anybody in particular but 
about someone in particular. This is what Sims wanted lo share: 

"I saw Steve today. He's doing fme. 
"Hirp and I are friends you might say. In fact I love him like a 

brother. He was a platoon leader when be got hit, a shak.,.and-bake 
NCO, a damn young one too. His company was on patrol when they 
walked into an NV A battalion base camp. I was in the TOC listening, 
many miles away. I was told, aod I could hear over the radio, that it 
was one hell of a fight. 

"It hurt to see Steve lilce he was. Just a few days before, we had 
been talking to each other. The doctors told me that Steve may 
never walk again. 

"When I saw Steve, he couldn't talk. There was something in his 
throat to help him breathe. The nurse gave me o pad so that he could 
write what be waoted to say. It was then that I learned of the 
infinite courage of Steve and the soldiers like him. 

"His fir.it question was "How is everybody?" Then he thanked me 
for coming to see him and said to send his regards to everyone. He 
asked if he parents lcnew he had been hit. More questions like tlw. 
Not one cdmplaint, not one frown, only concern for his buddies and 
family, and always smiling. 

" I had to leave Steve then, I couldn't stand the screaming within 
my soul. I went outside and I cried, cried for his courage, bis spirit, 
bis concern foi others. How petty a person I am to complain of my 
small woes. 

"Later I came back and talked to Steve some more. He asked 
questions about his company and the men of his platoon. As we 
talked, we held hands in the clasp of a handshake. I could feel 
Steve's affection pouring into me, a tran1fusion of hil bountiful 
opirit,trying;v-comfornne, as-rt r w~e-one wno was'llvml1!lfea. 

"I knew then that no matter what over happened, Steve would 
make the be•t of it. No stumbling block in life would ever make him 
lose his way or his courage or his unfaltering will And I lcnew that if 
any man hit like Steve could ever walk again it was Stove. 

1'To Steve, I now owe a debt of gratitude, and somehow, 
someday, I shall repay him. His courage and bis spirit shall alway• 
light my heart with _hope, hope for life, hop~ for love, hope fo~ all of 
mankind. For as long as there are men of his courage and strength, 
1here will always be a chance for a better world. To me, Steve is the 
symbol of the eternal dreams of mankind and boundless courage of 
all -the soldier, before and of all to come. 

"Thank God for men like Steve. 
"Thank you Steve. Thank you ever so much." 

• • • 
INTERESTING FACTS YOU'LL PROBABLY WANt TO 
FORGET ... Did you know that Frank Sinatn was in the 25th 
Division? And Monaomery Clift? And Burt Lancaster? And Ernt1t 
Borgnine? Yes Indeed, they were Tropic Liahtnina troopers for a 
little more than two hours in the film " From Her~ lo Eternity." 
Monty, furthermore, wu the flr,t American to be killed on the 
beacht1 of HawaU. Honest. I uw It myoelf riaht on the acreen. Oh, 
foraet it. 

It seems that these Vietnamese bird hunters were using the 
ancient custom of all Vietnamese bird hunters,-which is the belief 
that if one wears white clothing the birds will be unable to . see 
you-thus resulting in °number one chop-chop" for rnama-san. 

LUNCH • Thi., Cobra dipped out of the sky for a little foel at Cu Chi before flying off to do battle with 
Charlie. (Photo by SPS Ja} HaU) • 

I 
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Balances Props, Patches Holes 

Echo Company Keeps Choppers High in the Sky 
By SPS TOM WATSON 

CU CHI - If a helicopter in 
the 25th Division needs a prop 
blanced, bullet holes patched or 
an engine repaired, Echo 
Company, 725th Maintenance 
Battalion is the "Service lo The 
Lino" element that is called 
upon. 

The maintenance section or 
Echo Company is divided into 
various oe11111ents .to Include 
produc tion control, quality 
control and .the allied bops. 

Production control is under 
the leadenbip or Captain Robert 
L. Adams or Columbus, Ohio. 

"Our Job," said Adams, "is to 
repair or replace any equipment 
tbat is unserviceable." 

Very Intricate 
The prop and rotor shop is 

enpged in "very intricate and 

exacting work," said Senior 
Repairman Specialist S Donald 
R. Huliet of Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 

"We do have a tolerance 
factor, but it's almost lo the 
point of being non-existent, 
since it's only one 
ten-thousand th of an inch,., 
added HulieL "In fact, we even 
have to uao a drart-free room In 
which to balance tbe props and 
ro.ton." 

The many feet or hydraulic 
lines in a helicopter can fray, 
crack or receive battle damage, 
according to Specialist S Patrick 
J. Helay of V ankton, S. D., a 
senior repairman in the 
hydraulics shop. This is when 
the hydraulics abop crew goes to 
work and manufactures a 
facsimile of tbe damaged line. 

You NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU'LL FIND IN TifE BUSHES -
SometimeJ it'• booby traps. Sometimes it's Owiie. Sometimes it's a 
blonde with blue eyes and aU tbe rest. All of them are dangerous. 
Beware the bushes. 

"We try to make a 
replacement as close to the 
original as humanly possible," 
added Healy. 

"Ninety per cent of the ships 
that come in here ne,d sheet 
metal work," Staff Sergeant W. 
Close of Akron, Ohio, the sheet 
metal repairs section cluef said. 

Peel Sldn • 
"When a ship comes in with 

battle damage we peel back the 
skin (the sheet metal covcrins 
the outside of the hd icopter) 
and trace the path of the 
bullet," added Clooe. ''Wherever 
the buUet enters, it mu es a bole 
about as big as a pe'\cil, but 
whether it stops or aoes all the 
way through, it affecta an area 
over o ne foot ln diam•ter at its 
last point within the ship. 

"This means we have to 
inspect a cone-shaped area about 
a foot in diameter at one end 
and a hole about the diameter of 
a pencil at the other end," Close 
pointed out. 

Wont Problem 
"The engine crew bandies 

what the ship's crew chief can't 
repair," said Private first Class 

Americans 
Felled By 
Vietnamitis 

By SP4 ED TOULOUSE 
DAU TIENG - "It's a 

hardship tour." 
This catch-all c1tpression 

seems to voice every G['s 
sentiments towards a similar 
predicameot - I 2 months in 
Vietnam. '. 

Grunts, clerks, ·woks, and 
mechanics all suffer from 
11Vietnamitisn in much the same 
way. The new guy ia country, 
with his stateside innocence and 
embarrassingly-no" ju·ngle 
fa I igucs, receives • prompt 
introduction to his problems 
with the initial assault of heat, 
dust and mosquitoes-but this is 
only a token of Vietnam's 
·offerinJIS. 

Showering is the source of a 
variety of complaints. To the GI, 
hot water merely describes the 
contents of hb cant en after a 
.day. In the field. However, cold 
water lsn 't so bad for showering 
- providing there's enough of it. 

Ever have the mi.fortune of 
trying to walk throullh the mud 
wearing shower clo&ST - It seems 
to defy some inherent law of 
nature. 

Getting into tbe PX right after 
payday is like tryin& to break 
throu~h Gardol's "lnviaible 
Shield! ' 

Certain diseases seem 
pro-destined for th• GI! What 
better iuoof .Jox. having served 
here than a cue of ri~gworm? 

Ever recoive cooki.es from 
home •· or rather cookie 
crumbs? 

How about the tan that took 
eight months to gel - the one 
that so mysteriously disappears 
arter the first hot shower on R & 
R. 

Keeping your boots shined for 
fifteen minutes- impossible! 

A major crisis arioes - no 
soda. Except for Freaca (yech). 

A year in 1NaM is sure a 
"hardship tour." 

Thomas W. Finigan of Belmont, 
Calif. "Our worse problem is 
FOO (foreign object damage}. It 
could be a loose nut or bolt that 
moves around within the engine 
and gouges out parts of it. 

"Our second biggest problem 
is ' bot starts' (the engine 
overheats when starting) and 
EGT (exhaust gas temperatures) 
wbicb will crack tbe turbine's 
blades during flight," remarked 
Finigan. 

While repairs are being made, 
t be supervisors and quality 
control personnel watch every 
repair for accuracy. 

"Quality control's job is to 
insure air-worthiness of all 
aircraft before they leave the 
ground," explained Specialist 6 
Terry Tyler o f Baird, Tex. 

"There is a constant check 

and double-check system going 
aU of the time to lnsu.re that no 
one makes even the sli&)ltest 
mistake." 

Adams, who is also one of the 
test pilots, said, "Even if a screw 
or nut and bolt were put in 
backwards it could spell 
disaster." 

Quality Control 
"Quality control is 

autonomous within tbe 
maintenance section because it is 
controUed by the company 
commander; their job is to 
inspect the ship and be sure it's 
safe to fly," added Adams. 

The reason for this thorough 
safety check was summed up by 
Adams. 

'"'When you're up there, you 
can't pull off to the side and 
make I repair." 

Ask SGT Certain 
Dear Sarge: Yesterday· morning I was coming back from reactionary 
guard when a youna first lieutenant jogged by me. As I continued to 
walk, tbe lieutenant started running in place uotil I caught up with 
him. He then ordered me to jog with him despite tbe fact I was In 
Cull combat gear including a can of bug bomb tied to my Taro Leaf 
pin. Now I don't mind a little eJtercise once in awhile- in fact I trot 
over to tbe BM club every nigbt. But Ibis wu ridiculous. We jogged 
all around Cll Chi base camp until I fell into a scro ditch too 
eJtbausted to continue. The lieutenant didn't even pause, but just 
jogged off toward the horizon. While I tried to pull myself out of the 
muck and mire, a large spotted terrier trotted up and relieved 
himself upon my helmet. That wouldn't have been so bad but I was 
wearing it at the time. I later found out that this dog belonged to the 
Jogging lieutenant. I tried to press charges, but the IG claims that 
there is no Army reg that prohibits dogs from using public scro 
ditches. In fact, I was given an article IS for ruining my combat 
equipment. Can I appeal? 

Private Parts 
DEAR PVT: No, but we've had an appeal from your hootch mates. 
Would you please take a shower. 

DEAR SERGEANT CERTAIN: Is Ho Chi Minb's birthday a valid 
reason for calling out the reactionary guard on a yeUow alert? I was 
pulled away from a good show at the EM club to go out on the 
bunker. I was up all night and the Hoi Cbanhs ran out of birthday 
cake before they got to our bunker. Was this sort of yellow alert 
authorized? 

Cpl. Sam Sham 
DEAR SHAM: Sorry, fella, but Army regs stipulate that a yellow 
alert may be called any time the bunker ore thinks lt is necessary. 
We checked wltb your OIC and found out that be used to date Hol 
Chi Min h's granddaughter. Her birthday is next week 10 be ready. 

DEAR SERGEANT MAJOR. CBRTAJN: On a recent e1tcuni.on to 
Saigon, I was constantly banused by street hawken who were 
trylns to buy my camera. I kept refusing but they nonetheless 
bugged the bejeepen out of me. Finally in exuperalion, I told one 
or the Saigon supenalesmen that I would sell my camera for 2,000 
MPC. After a bit of bag&ling, he bought it for 1,500 MPC and his 
three daughters. 

The problem is that the camera was not mine and also I am 
happily married. I went to see the chaplain with my problem (1) but 
he told me to tum myaelf in to the MPs. I can't do Ibis since I 
oecreUy work for the CID and would be ruined il the tale of my 
dimise were to leak out. 

In desperation, I went to I 25th Signal and was able to exchange 
two daughters and 500 MPC for a broken enlarger. I then took tbe 
enlarger down to Saigon where I sold it on the black market for six 
packs of Dentyne. I used Ibis to snaa dona from the bottom of 
gutter drains. Eventually I was able to purchase a Brownie Starmi\e 
and returned it to my office. It looks a little like the Nikon FTN I 
sold originally and '° far no one has noticed the difference. 
However, the remaining daughter ls getting awfully cramped in my 
duffel bag. What can I do? 

PFCT.U. Do 
DEAR DODO: Train her as your turtle. And another thins. I'm nor 
a sergeant major. I work for a livinii. 

DEAR SGT CERTAIN: I realize promotions are rather scarce these 
days, bur I've been a PFC for 16 months. My CO says my work is 
fine, in fact I've sor an ARCOM with 13 Oak Leaf Clusters. But no 
promotion. What's a soldier to do? 

PFC F. Ever 
DEAR EVER: I know exactly what you're going through. My 
c/uk•typist htU been a ht Lieutenant for two years. Ht ha1 20 Oalc 
Leaf Clusttrt and when I 10 to tht PX I bring him peanut clusters. 
Poor guy. he', be~n attatching a 1tar to hi1 1ih1,r bar and callin1 
him1tl/ a brigadier lieutenant. Take heart. 
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SCRUBBA DUBBA - Because they are not as easily distracted by 
Gls as are the girl-sans, older women make the best J<Ps. 

TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS 

..... -
BARBED LINE - Sanh, a Dau Tieng housekeeper, demonstrates why the Vietnamese clothespin 
industry is not among the world's leaders. That's where the little boles around the collars of your 
fatigues come from. 

'Beaucoup Work, Ti-Ti Pay' 

Vietnamese Labor For Gls 
By I Lt Richard Hanis 

DAU TIBNG - Woman's 
Liberation is nothing new in 
Vietnam. 

Because most young 
Vietnamese men are soldiers, the 
labor market here is dominated 
by women. At the 1st Bngade 
base camp here, the large 
majority of the 340 civilian 
laborers are women. 

Americanized 
While some women ·work in 

the more Americanized roles of 
medical and dental assistants, 
waitresses, clerks and secretaries, 
the majority are routine physical 
laborers--sandbag fillers , 
dishwashers (KPs) and 
housekeepers. 

Nguyen Thi Loi Lan, for 
example, is a fairly typical 
housekeeper, or "hootch a;irl." 

Though only 17, Lan has been 
working for American soldiers 
for more than two years. She 
u~d to work in a 1st Division 
enlisted men's club, but when 
that unit pulled out last spring, 
she was out of a job. 

In August, Lan was able to 
find work as a bootch girl when 
the I st Brigade moved in. 

• A Da)' In The Life 
Lan' • lives. witli •lier cousin , 

Nan, another hootcb mmd. Her 
working day begins at 7: 30 a.m. 
with ma.king beds and sweeping 
the floors of the bunkers. While 
cleaning the rooms, she also 
picks up after her untidy clients. 

Her next stop is the shower 
stall where she washes laundry. 
After banging out the wash to 
dry on barbed-wire fencing, she 
spit-shines boots, returns to the 

hootches and sweeps agmn. 
Most of the afternoon is spent 

starching and ironing fatigues, 
and before leaving for the night 
she once again sweeps the 
ever-dusty bunker 0oors. 

Numbers One And Two 
Many hootch mmds say they 

would rather be KPs becau,e of 
the higher pay. "KP number 
one, bootch girl number two," 
according to Lan. ·• 

Bu! the life or a hootch mald 
is not bad by local standards, the 
work being neither degrading 
nor overly strenuous. 

Here, hootch girls average 
I , 180 piasters (SI 0) per man per 
month, or about $60. While less 
than that earned by KPs, it is far 
better than the I 00 piasters per 
day (about $26 per month), of 
the sandbaggers. 

The girls don't like lo have 
their pictures taken while they 
are working. Tuyet, a sand bagger 
and former bootch maid, 
explained. "Maybe picture be in 
American paper, and American 
woman say, 'look at poor 
Vietnamese woman, she do 
beaucoup work. °' 

Beaucoup, Ti - Ti 
All the women agree that they 

do "beaucoup (much) work for 
ti-ti (little) pay." But given the 
choice of this work or going 
back to the pre-GI way of life, 
they will stay. They like the nice 
things they can buy with the 
money, and they don't want to 
stay at home. 

Wha I will these women do 
when the Gls leave here? 

Most don't understand the 
question because they have 
watched US units come and go 
for y ears. When pressed, 
however, the younger girls say, 
"maybe go back to school," 
while most of the mama-san KPs 
and sandbaggers shake their 
beads and mutter, '"I don't 
know." 

No Sweat 
One of the younger 

mama-sans, though, expressed 
what may be the feeling of most 
of the Vietnamese workers. 

0 No sweat, sir,.. she said. 

SPIT SHINE - Lan, a Dau Tieng hootch maid, uses the time-tested GI method to keep her men ·s boots in a high state of polish. 

"Before GI come we live 
okay-not have money, not have 
nice clothes, not have so rnucb 
food, but still Live okay. When 
GI go home, we be okay too." 
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THANKS - Sergeant Norm Shirley, squad leader for Charlie Company, ht of the 5th, accepts a cigarette 
and light from a regional forces soldier duru11 ni&htcap. (Photo by SGT Bob Lodi) 

Cats Treat Ills, Show Flicks 

Vietnamese Offered Nightcap 
By SGT BOB LODI 

XUAN LOC - Vietnamese 
near lhil village may now have a 
tittle ni&htcap before they bed 
down, courtesy or the 1st 

Battalion (Mech), Sib Infantry. 
The unit'a PSYOPS rectlon 

bu instituted a proa,am for the 
local gentty consisting of a late 
a ftcrnoon MEDCAP and 

Division Units Team, 
Uncover Large Cache 

4 
By SP4 DENNIS LEBLANC 

CU CHI - Two 25th Division armored units teamed up near here 
recently to uncover a large underground tunnel filled with a vast 
cache of enemy supplies. 

Armored personnel carriers of Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion 
(Mech), 22nd lnfalitty, providing oocurity for tanks of the 2nd 
Battalion, 34th Arntor, found the goods in a heavily booby-trapped 
area IO miles north or here. 

"We knew the area was thickly booby-trapped, BO the tanks, 
pulling a heavy chain, moved ahead or us to clear the terrain and 
detonate any mines or booby-traps the enemy might have planted," 
said Triple Deuce Specialist 4 Ray Pickett or Sterling, Miss. 

Tt was early afternoon when the tanks uncovered what appeared 
to be a tunnel entrance. 

"We got off the tracks to take a closer look and saw we had a 
pretty good sized tunnel," said Specialist 4 Terry Hollinger of 
Downey, Calif. 

Examination of the tunnel revealed ammunition supplies 
including AK-47 magazines, one claymore bag and detonator, fuze 
assemblies and five pounds of explosives_ Also IO feet or rope, two 
pounds or documents, digging tools, pots and pans, medical supplies 
and 5,000 rubber bands were found. 

ru&httimc movies. 
"The program is designed to 

reach the farmer who spends 
most of the daytim~ boun 
working bis fields," s.ud Finl 
Ueutenant Robert Galloway, 
PSYOPS officer. ''The movies 
bcl p fa m iliarizc ban with 
democratic ideas..•• 

Loudapcakcn 
The Bobcat S-5 team, working 

with 2nd Brigade, bas planned a 
aeries of nightcaps in the villages 
surroundJng Fire Support Base 
Lynch. Arriving in a village, the 
Bobcat medics Stt up a 
ME DCA P while V,etnamesc 
interpreten promote the evening 
movies over loudspeakrn. 

Once darkness falls, Finl 
Lieutenant Bob Roscnsweet of 
the 6th PSYOPS Battalion, takes 
over with his projec tor and 
films. 

All Aaea 
uThe movies are designed to 

appeal to all 81!1'S," said 
Roscnswcct of New York Qty, 
"and they do. The endlusJasm is 
spontaneous and cofttageous." 

"I remember one old man 
who broke into appluse after a 
girl in one of the films sang a 
patriotic song," Galloway 
recalled. 
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True Love Overcomes 
International Obstacles 
By SP◄ WILLIAM L MCGOWN 

CU CHI - Baldna was what he 
was do ing. His hometown, 
Talledega, Ala .. was no icebox, 
but Vietnam was about to cook 
hiJ goose in more ways than one. 

Such was the situation of 
Specialist 6 J erry Hughston back 
when he was an unsuspecting 
newbie. Hughston found the 
inprocessing at the djvision♦s 
replac eme nt detachment as 

. wearisome as making a 
twelve-tiered wedding cake. 

Hoping to add a bit of spice 
to his life, he decided be would 
,cc what else the Cu Chi 
cupboard bad to offer. That's 
when he stepped out or the 
frying pan and into the nre. 

As chance would have it, the 
nearest place for adventure was 
the Division Artillery (DivArty) 
area. Being a cook, it was not 
unusual that Hughston gndually 
sniffed out the mess haU. An 
unknowina newbie, be entered 
through the officer's m ... area. 

His glance immediately fell 
upon a surprisingly delightful 
dish. There, workJng as urual, 
was pretty Nguyen Thi Thona. 

If lhil wu a forctute of what 
wu to come, thought Hughston, 
he would relish lhil tour. 

Upon returning to th.c repo 
depot, Hughston found that be 
bad been assigned to DivArty. 
The following months were 
flavored with compatibility and 
the mess man found that the 
meats at the Trong bouxhold 
were a welcome variation from 
the daily fare be aervcd. 

In addition, be and Thi had 
uve!al opportunities to JO 
sigh taecing in Saiiion and visit 
the zoos and other places of 
local interest. 

"I found it moet interesting," 
Hughston said, "beca.use Thi 
could explain to me much about 
her country as we went along." 

But their courtship was not all 
bliss, Hughston recalls. 

"Even though I submitted the 
necessary paperwork requesting 
to marry a Vietnamese national 
four months after I met Thi, we 
had to wait 15 months before 
we could actually aet married. 
And it might have been longer if 
the colonel badn 't helped us." 

Hughston was referring to 
Colonel H.A. Buzzell, former 
commanding officer of DivArry. 

" I was ,er,ing him dinner one 
evening and he asked when I was 
getting married," Hughston said. 

" I explained that I didn't know 
u I was having trouble getting 
permission. So he wrote a 
recommendation and in a very 
short time I was notified that 
my request had been approved." 

In a simple ceremony at the 
Oiv Arty chapel, Miss Trong 
became • June bride, wearing 
the traditional Vietnamese 
wedding dress. Two Vietnamese 
fr:icnds served a, her bridesmaids 
and Miss Terry Tucker of Special 
Services was ringbearer and 
witness. 

Chaplain (Major) Roger 
Knutsen officiated at the 
Protestant service and Specialist 
4 Larry Gray, also or Div Arty, 
was Hughslon's best man_ 

A reception followed in the 
DivArty EM club with 
refreshments provided by 
Se rgeant Finl Cius Mike 
Yiarnmas, mess sergeant. Though 
there was no car with tin can 
streamcn in which to escape, the 
newlyweds were dispatched with 
some fan fare to Saigon for a 
three day honeymoon. 

Court 
Convicts 

Soldier 

(Continued from page I) 

lnconaistent 
Defense lawycn also &fl\led 

that Lane's testimony was 
inconsiste nt . On 
crou-exa:m.ination, Lane said be 
was not sure or what Paul had 
said immediately after the 
shooting. AU he was sure of wu 
that Paul bad used the word 

"killed." 

The court deliberated for a 
little more than an hour before 
returning a verdict of guilty. The 
prosecu lion 's demand for 
conviction on the charge of 
premeditated murder - which 
carries a mandatory life sentence 
- was overruled in favor or the 
lesser c harge of voluntary 
manslaughter. 

SCURRY - Men of the h t Battalion (Mech), 5th Infantry greet their good friend Huey wbo11 get lhe.m out of Charlie country. (Photo by SP4 Rich Fitzpatrick) 


