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Commanders Term Combined OpJration Successful 

Thais, ARVN, Am~ricans Flush Out the Enemy 
XUAN LOC - Two allied a battalion commander. 

armies and the 2nd Brigade Just six days later, the 2nd 
ove r a fifteen day period , Ballalion, 2nd Brigade, Royal 
combined forces hen, to kill T h • i A rm Y I S m i I es 
43 enemy and and NVA southwest o f Xuan Loe 
battallon commander. engaged an estimated battallon 

Th e 18th ARYN Division, size force for two hours. An 
th re e AR v N Ran I er initial sweep of the area 
Battalions, the 1st and 2nd uncovered 25 enemy ltilled. A 
Battalions or the Royal Thai more detailed search in the 
Vo I u n t cc r Army' s 2 nd double canopy jungle revealed 
Br igade, had joined with 14 more . enemy dead for a 
Tropic Lightning's 2nd Briaade total o f 39 enemy killed. 
to force an NVA battalion In o ther action, Charlie 
out in the open. C o m P. a n Y • n d t h c 

Th re O A R v N Ran 8 0 r , Rcconn~anee Platoon of 3rd 
Battalions wen, inserted into Battalion, 22 nd Infant ry 
the cen ter of the Allied Regulars accounted for seven 
surrounded t.one to " stir enc.my kill_ed over I fi~e day 
thin&$ up." pcnod dunna the operation. 

As a result, the 2nd of the Charlie Company saw first 
33rd ARVN Ranger battalion action seven . kllclcs northwest 
on the morning o f the eighth or Operation Bue (OB) 
day 9 klicks northwest o f Lynch where they cngaaod 
Fire Support Base (FSB) five enemy, killing _ two and 
Sqartz spotted five enemy and captunng _one detainee. One 
enpged them with small anns AK 4 7 ri fi e was evacuated 
fire . The engaaement lasted along with 210 pounds of 
about one minute, but on a ammo. 

AN U d sweep of the area one enemy Re co nn aissance platoon 
ALL TOGETHER NOW, L D • Choppas drop into staging area for• led combine operation. TI1ais, KIA was located with papers r 

O 
I I

O 
wed w; th 

I
n early 

ARVN and Americans wait at left to board. {Photo by SP4 Todd Weber) to incidate that he bad been morning engagement of ten 

t ~()p~c lfiGfitN'NG NEW~ 
enemy with their rifelman, a 
Llgll t Fire Team and artillery, 

~ 
killing two in tbe heavy 
Jungles seven klicks southwest 
or Fire Support Base Squtz. 

Delta Company, later the 

0 0 
same morning, detonated a 
clay more mine killing two · 8 enemy. Two rucksacks and 
miscellaneous clothing wen, 
evacuated. 

Charlie Company ·Regulars 
- wound up the taUy for US 

units by engaging three enemy 
Ready Te> S~rll<e .... Any..,.,here. Any~lme with oraanic weapons 14 

klicks northeast of OB Lynch 
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Charlie S • • 
BdbCOTS o 

By SP4 JOHN CORBIN 

A bunker Ind. ll. quicldy posl• ~ 
BEARCAT -o dead enemY Th• a ,eds carefully searche 

d tw -• security an complex an d by combinou 
were nell• 25th Division the area. bunk•"' built 
clements ofb ~t lion and a \oc~I S11t well•_used ol a hill were 
mechan11.ed a a (RF) unit into the "t~side were fou_nd 
Rcaional Forces o P orations uncovered. { rice, cook.in& 
re c ently o n 200 pounds o cans and • 
southwest o f here"search mission utensils, wat•~gbt There was 

Th• 1wo-daY Ii (Mech). bamboo nasn:- h .;,as translated 
teamed the 1 ~t Batt~aoC:ompanY also a note "! ,c \isl for a local 
Sib \nfantrY s ARip•ional Forces as a sbopp!DI 

d the 283rd 0 "": t re J an nh Provmce. so • b ·ouslY on y 
of Long ~a ah Junal• .. We wer•. do o,arlie," said 

The Bo~~~~ anwdayR~~:~;. minu_te! b:h~trick Harding, :;J 
their Specialist O "We could s 

choppmg . k ungle when o ne Portland, re.roam sauce ,n the 
some very tbic I me smoking smell the nuc 

~~sb~-ot iced _sdo th• bush and air." 0 toyed 
" l pushed asildeering {ire•l(lace Bunkers ~ r on the 

there was a•"!? said Specialist 4 Before mo~':.~oyed' with 
made of l<_>l!S, r Washingto n, bunk•"' were 
Fomst l(Uban. o ' demo\itlon char&•\ about two 
~:_---------71 Th• next 3:g!I Allies spotted r miles away,_ .:lf 

the encmY hlJTI ii roup of VC 

INDEX 

1'11&• 
Unit l 
'l/li • • • •. ·., ·, 3 

~~~ I •• : : •. :3 : ~ 
6S t)I f,ng • • . .6, 8 
l/ll · • • • • •• •. • .. . 6, 8 

"We saw a sm~e frail towards 
coming do_wn ,! said Sergeant 
our pOS1t1on, of Lon& 
E ,ibertoCal~ai;!t.":,y one alert_•~ 
Beach, 1 • ed them wit 
and then we P°f.h>e guns and a 
small arms, ~.ac 
few grenades. as broic:en, 

Once contact w mortars 
Bobcat 8 I mm enabling the 
,uuminated the ::-contact area. 
men to sweet> bodies 

ealed 1be 
l/ll ·· ····· ... 6 
l/14 . • • • • •• •. •. 6, i , 8

1 1/17 · · • • • • • _ 

The sweep rt beir field packs 
of two \/Can I 
and rifles. 
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Amnesty-The Safe Way Ba 
lightning Tots 

Commanding General 
elcomea The Following 

Tropic Lightning Tots To The 
25th Infantry Diviaion- As 
Reported By The American 
Red Cross. Born To: 

As if a troop didn't have 
enough problems with the three 
a·s (bu llets. broads and 
blackmarkot), the fourth B, 
barbituates and other drup, will 
Jive him more trouble than the 
other three combined. 

A lot of drugs are easily 
obtainable in-country and 
today's young GI is curious 
about the effects and is willing 
to experiment. When be does, he 
s o metimes finds himsel f 
ho pelessly dependent upon 
those drup. 

Amneaty Proaram 
The Army bu an amnesty, 

prognm to help men who want 
to quit the drua habit. To take 

advantage of tho proaram which 
gives treatment and not 
puniabment, 1 soldier cannot 
have drup In bis poueuion nor 
have I narcotic, chup pend!DJ 

.a&ainrt him. • 
Tako Ibo &UY who Meds 1M 

proaram to tbo comfUI)' 
commander, cbaplalll 0,­
surgcon. They will pt blm .. 
the right clwule~ na· 
deala harshly with dnac -•·i~tl' 
user can IOI. up to r ... ,_ 
hard labor and a 
ditchup. ' 

Seetultyltllk 
Think at,out it. A GI -~ 

perimeter . or on a paql ~ 
who . Ia ex~.....,11111, 

~. -~ 
f. Uouck. Co D, 4tlr 9th Inf 

r • Pickett, Co C, 4th B~ lnf 
CPT Paul A. Rohde, Co B, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
CPT Sammie 0 .- Simmons, Co B;4th Bn, 9th Inf 
l LT George A. Gauthier, HHC, l st Bn, 5th Inf 
!LT Charles M. McNulty, Co E, 2d Bn, 3d Inf 
ILT Richard Simmons, Co E, 3d Bn, 22d lnf 
I LT Charles B. White, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
!LT William Yonushonis, Co B, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SSG Richard K. Brenner, F Co, 75th Jnf 
SSG Jeseph E. Howell, Co C, 2d Bn, 22d Inf 
SSG Danny Justice, Co B, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SGT Chrles W. Clarke, Co E, 2d Bn, 3d Inf 
SGT Carvel M. Cook, Co C, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SGT William Fanguy, Co E, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
SGT Gary W. Fernandes, Co D, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SGT James R. Hall, Co E, 2d Bn, 3d Inf 
SGT Marshal B. Klock, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SGT Danny B. Owens, Co E, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SGT Felix L Ugale, Co C, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Elmer M. Bryant, HHC, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Raymond H. Hartness, Co a, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SP4 Edward T. Johnson, Co D, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SP4 James F. Modlin, Co D, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
SP4 Edward Oliver, Co E, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
SP4 Wendell G. Setters, Co E, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
PFC David A. Benton, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
PFC Ronald M. Forche, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Jnf 
PFC Charles R. Griffin, Co D, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC George E. Harrison, Co D. 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
PFC FrankJacob, Co D, 4th Bn, 9th Jnf 
PFC Michael P. Johnson, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
PFC Kenneth J. Lapema, Co C, !st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Steven J. Malas!\, Co A, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 
PFC Ermal W. Richardson, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Dale J. Sansegraw, Co C, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PfC Harold D. Wilson, Co a, 4th Bn, 9th Inf 

Oct. 7 
SP4 Richard J. Lang, 187th Avn. Co., boy 
SP4 William Morehead, C Btry, 2nd Bn, 32 Arty, girl 

Oct. 9 
PFC Michael Thomas, HHC 65th Eng, Boy 
SFC Ben Murry, C Co I 25th Signal Bn, boy 

Oct. 10 
SP5 Hugh West, B Trp 3/4., boy 

Oct. 14 . 
SSG Fran.lcie Caller, A Btry 2/27 Arty, girl 

• SP4 Rick Baker, Co B 2nd Bn 14th Inf., girl .. 
Oct. 20 
PFC.Ran 

' tu=-... ~~ I <>ca • 
_;

1 
f::;= ~ "'l';' SPS ".._,~~ 

- ..,..l'P..HETAMlblBS •• 

Commonly know u Pep t fNG NEWS Pills." Maltos the lndlridual 
more confident and 
supposedly .more aware of 0 
their surroundln11, 
Produce, a sense ol well 
being. Heavier doses cauac • 
jit terlneu, irritability, .. __,,_ 
unclear speed and te!lsion, 
The body runs down when 
a person is "up" and the 
user is susceptibl• to 
diseases. There i1 no 
physical dependency on the 
amphetamine but >Cvere 
depression is the most 
danger to the penon. He 
gets suicidal depression. 

The TROPIC UGHTNING"-NBWS is an authorized 
unofficial publication ot tbo.4$tll mr.ritty Division. lt is 
an offset publication d~~tl>ljall division units 
in the Republic or Vie~ lt!_Uao ·uuonnation office, 
25th Infantry Division, APO Saa}AnQIC-0~ ~225 (Phone 
number: Tiger 925 5011/5538). AmedclD':.{orces Press 
Service ~nd Army News Feature materiall aro uaod. Views 
and Opinions expressed are nGt. ncceaurily thaio of the 
Departement of the Army. Printed in Tolcyo, Japan •by 
Pacific Stars and Stripes. 
!MG Edward Bautz, Jr 
MAJ Robert E. Kelso 
IL T Martin E. Webb . . 
SP4 William M. Lane . 
SP4 Scott Watson . . . 
SP4 Michael J. Winston 

Commanding General 
. Information Officer 
. . . Officer•in-Olarge 
. .. , .... Editor 

. . . . Assistant Editor 

. Production Supervisor 

BATTALION CORRESPONDENTS 

LSD - Commonly known as 
"Acid." Brings on 
hallucination. Reality 
periabe, and tho "tril)per" 
is presented with varieties 
qf colors and vibrations 
Jtorm through his head. 
The unpredictable state of 
this drug causes it to be 
dangerous. It can caustJ: (I) 
panic-The user cannot stoe 
the drug reaction; (2) 
p aranoia--He becomes 
suspicious, feeling someone 
is trying to h.arm hJm; (3) / SGT O•rr StHdfflln .•. '01sC:oM ') SP4 Jahn Corbin .. ■ •• •• • l/S 
recurrence-any time after ,? SGT Mlk• e.aev ... , ... •nl P4 Rich Erkk10n ...... 2/1 4 
th~ 1i.1i~du~ ~ · qtt _igl t'lr:n:~~•v· : : : : : : ;ei t i:.: ~~1J:ri!·~~~own· : : : :o,:1,1tl 
uamg , t e t ngs . e - SGT Mt• Conroy .•.• •• 3/ 4 "" SP4 J,1mM Ouun ••••••• 1/l 

saw or felt while on a trip, ; fgl ?.ck,~t~~~r:'nci • : : : : : j ,n .,s= ~:!~:9i•!~l: : : : : : : : 1~1 
may recur; (4) accidental SOT can oav11 ......•. lf,7 , SP< PhJIIIE Mulln ••••••• 2n1 

dcath--cau.ed by reelinp - l~l.P:,:n~~!on' :::::: "1ilfl. : ~~g~~ •. ~t!~p·:::: :,·stt12'2n~ 
the u,ers have, such as they SP5 oouisalnlbury .....• 2111 }IPFC Doc Poll• •••••••• H1t 

ca_n fly, so they jump t,ut a : t=: ;~•,:: 8~~ .. n~ . : : : : : : }~~ ~ ~~g ~~.0,:~a.z.., : : : : : : : :~f 
window. SP4 Qreq Duncan .•..... 2/27 ' PFC RJcnard Halay • ••• , •• 'l/1 

,,.. 

I 
♦ 

I 
t ,, 
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L_EVELING UP - SP4 Robert Ramos of Modesto, CaUf., uses • flashlight lo see lhe leveling bubbles on 
his 81mm mortar lube. (Photo by SP4 John Corbin) 

When Time is Tight 

Bobcats Deliver in a Hurry 
By SP4 JOHN CORBIN 

Bl!ARCAT - "Fire mission! 
Get on the guns," yells Platoon 
Sergeant Elwood Dixon of 
Fallentimper, Pa. 

lmmewately, the men of th.e 
weapons plat oon, Alfa 
Company, I st Battalion (Mech), 
Sib Infantry run to their 81mm 
mortan. 

information then relays it to his 
gunner. 

The gunner, Specialist 4 Gary 
McCain o f Elyria, Ohio begins 
spinning the base plate to put 
the data on the tube. His bead 
bobs up and d ow n 
systematically, looking through 
the site at the aiming stakes and 
checking the leveling bubbles. 

Everyone places their hands to 
their ears. 

"Stand by," someone shouts. 
Then comes the "whop" of the 
round hitting the firing pin. [n 
jig time, ten rounds are on their 
way to the target. 

The end of the mission is 
announced over the horn and 
Schryer and his men sit back and 
take a break. 

IT'S 
.HAPPENING 

Page 3 

SEND YOUR COICE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS - If you happen by 
the Service Club a.ny day between the hours of I p.m. and 4 p.m., 
you will have the opportunity to record a message for your home 
town radio station. Specialist 4 Bill Baily and Specialist S Steve 
Kroft of the division information office will be there with their tape 
recorders to capture a Christmas greeting from you. Then they'll 
dispatch the tape to a station near your home for play during the 
holiday season. 

• • • 
TIMI! IS RUNNING OUT - That $675 In Savina, Bonds beina 
awarded to aoldiers who enter the USARPAC re-up poster contut ls 
still up for grabs. Make your entries on plain white paper or pooter 
board not leso than 8 by 10~ Inch••· Posters my be in black and 
while or not more than three colors. You don't have to be a pat 
artist to enter. All USARPAC is lookina for is oriaiJlal, creative ideas. 
Mail your entries to: USARPAC Poater Contest, APO 96558. The 
contest ends on No,ember 30. 

• • • 
YOUR TYPE OF CLASS - The Cu Chi Education Center is offering 
continuous typing classes to anyone wishing to leam from scratch or 
merely to increase his speed and accuracy at the keyboard. The 
classes are conducted every Monda;>: and Thursday evenings from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. No, you don t have to register. For further 
information, call extentlo n S 143. 

• • • 
PORT ASIDE ... Gripin,. an Inalienable riaht of enry GI, does not 
apply ju•t to •oldiers of the American army. While operatina a few 
miles west of Dau Tiena recenUy, members of Che Aero Rines recon 
platoon of Delta Troop, 3/4 Cav, found a note afised to a tree. They 
asked their Vietnamese interpreter to Jet them in on the little NVA 
secret. Translation: "'Haiphona Sucks." 

• • • 
BEDTIME STORY ... Private First Oaas Jesse Albritton had just 
finished a bard day's shift as a mechanJc with the 1st of the 8th at 
Operation Base Lynch. He shuffled back to h is bunker, took dead 
aim on his bed , and crashed. He immediately uncrashed. " I had the 
f~eling that something was around my neck," Albritton said. "1 
guess I ~ot scared and jumped and that's when he bit me.'' "He" was 
a snake. • Albritton grabbed his M-16 and' gave bis slitherina friend a 
venical buttstroke. Minutes later, the mechanic was being dusted 
off, and two days later be was l{ack performing his duties with Bravo 
Battery. We don't know if the snake was dusted off or not. . . . In a few fOCOnds the stovepipe 

bad been juggled into the correct 
position. 

uup," yells the gunner. 
When Big Brother is Watching 

The squad leader of the 
second squad, Sergeant James 
Schryer of Milwaukee sits in his 
gun track by the radio waiting 
for the data from the fire 
direction center (FDC) track. 

In a few second,, the required 
information comes from 
~-U::t'L);!"1 Rohling of 

r;.~!Jd~~.t?ttf~~"h~:1 Charlie Changes His M,.nd 
Horruck of Cudahay, Wis., the 
ammo bear~rt, •have been~yJLTJlll"JltPD 

co~=~tion 5802, JO rounds 
HE (bi&h explosive), <:barge four, 
elevation 1271. Give me a 
rudback." 

lti~lt me • I -bermu.nd1 ~;:, ,..:!!'\l!ti 
Simm round, so five charges the Regiment : e 
must be removed to make a fighting and suffering extreme 
charge of four. . hardship, at times ybu pr9bably 

The rounds are handed to ,the think of your home and family 
gunner as they are read,ed. so far away. When will you aee 

The squad leader repeats the 

Hawaiian Native Acts 
In Hollywood Movies 

By SP4 KRIS PETERS~~ ts camera, action" 
FSB LYNCH - If someone were t o yfefll S Ligh i Wilfred Aki of 

at this operation base, no do~bt Sta ergean 
Haaula, Hawaii woufldl9come ~nnth~gAnnY and four tours in Vietnam, 

Aki s veteran o years m . 
is also•• veteran o_r two "rilly~~~f

0
~

0;;tj~mes Michener~s ·'Ha!a_il" 
"1 got a part ,nfthhe md of the 25th Division's jungle tnuung 

while I was part o t e ca re 
school in Hawaii," Aki said. . 1 th icture Becauoe of my 

"They needed native Hawaiia ns oturral f o~ the p'art of the village 
me (6' 4", 27S pounds), I was a oa 

ch~' admitted that the motion picture industry was more 

demanding than he t
1
hough t bef

1
°i,': !~ tf~,;~;g:~t~ne scene that we . 

•·we spent a lot o houn on • 
shot 11 times in one day · . , tars Julie Andrews and Charleton 

H.e also noted that the movie s s 
Heston are just "peopl~."ed k ' with them becauoe they "were 

AJti said that he OI\JOY wor mg da on the set " 
always friendly and hel~ful, evenli aft:;tili~~icire in the Ja.te fifties. 

Aki had • sm~ll part in ~n ef ~~rred Robert Mitchum," be said. 
" It was called Rampage an s . .. 
"Mitchum bo th directed a~d s:~:~'~d\~um of acting ability. He has 

Aki's talent~ do n~t e_n w . . high school. During a tour in 
been involved in muSJc since h1ths days rn ared in o fficer's and enlisted 
Germany• he headed a group at appe 

or get news from them again? 
Hope is dim because you may 
die before you can see your 
f amilies again... Then why 
h esitate? Rally t o t he 
Government o f Vietnam so that 
your families don't have to 
worry about you ... 11 

Every week, hundreds of 

men's clubs throughout Europe.;ll d the 'Hawaiians,' is made up of 
'"The group I h_ave ndow' c Ue .. he said "We play mostly around 

several of my cousms an myse , • ,. 
my home town and for family get•t1f~e::·on the first R &. R flight 

During his 1966 Vietfnam tour,, he ',aid "The governor was there 
to Hawaii. "'1 '11 never . orget i t_._ ,. • 
and I go t a kiss from M,ss Haw au. 

JI opkM :n,n,na twiu 
civil affain (S-5) section. 
• The 'S-5 team plya at l~t two 
mis1io ns a week . in a 
speclaUy-eq uipped helicopter, 
dropping 1oaflet1 and 
broadcasting t a pe-recorded 
messages over a I 000-watt 
amplifier. are directed 

Th• messages 
towards both civilian and 
military targets and tow~d• 
both general ~~ specific 
audiences. Clnhans aro 

-

bombarded wJtb heaJih leall•, .. 
aa specific a, poss10_ •' 
mentioning the enemy unit • 
designation and the names of 
personnel in the unit. 

A good example was • recent 
leaflet drop near a rubber 
plantation and w11 directed at.a 
VC women'• mortar platoon. 
The leaflet had I picture of the 
1 0 -woman unit taken Jut 
December and asked, "Where are 
your listen now'?" to the two 
stW alive. 



SAWING - During a Log Sawing contest, two members of the 65th 
Engineer Battalion give it all they've got, at the 43rd Birthday Celebration 
and Organization Day. (Photo by Joe Loper) 

By SP4 JAMES D. STOUP 
CU CHI - From the impressive formatJon to the highly spirited engineering and sports compe tition lo 

the good food and entertainment, the 65th Engineer BattaUon will long remember their 43rd birthday 
and Organization Day 1970, . 

Only a minor flood attempted 10 mar the days activities, but the engineers, who you might say are use 
to the rain, remained undaunted and even seemed to ef\ioy competing in the mud. The Battalion's Alpha 
and Bravo Companies were brought in from the field lo participate in and eajoy the day long stand 
down. 

The day got underway for most with a BaltaUon formation and awards ceremony. Guest of honor for 
the formation was the 25th Infantry Division Commander, Major General Edward Bau tz, Jr., who 
reviewed the troops and presented the awards, Both he and the 65th Engineer Battalion Commander, 
Lieutenant Colonel Forrest T. Gay 111, made remarks about the proud heritage and accompUshments of 
the 65th Engineer Battalion and lauded its performance, both past and present. 

lrnmed,ately following the formation the highly spirited sporting and engineering competition 

65th Enginet. 
Anniversary 

The results of the competition are u follows: 
VB BB 30'DS AF 

HQ JS 3S s 12 

A 25 20 35 20 

B 35 JO 20 8 

C JO 15 IS 4 I 

D 20 2S 10 16 
l 

IS 

E s 25 24 

(Code for the above events is as follows): 
VB-Volleyball; BB-Basketball; 30'DS-30' Dry Spu I 
Sawing; SD-Spike Driving; PD-D Handle Picket Driving: 

Alfa Company was overall competition winner. 



eers Celebrate 
, With Sweat 

1ttalioix:ompete in constructing a 30 foot dry span bridge during 
,to bf.ioe Loper) 

LC LS SD PD TW TOTAL 

6 9 18 IS 15 130 

18 12 I 2 30 181 

3 3 12 3 30 119 

12 6 JS 9 15 IOI 

IS IS 9 12 IS 137 

9 18 6 30 125 

Span Bridge; AF-A Frame ; 
>riving; TW-Tua Of War. 

LC-Log Chopping; LS-Log 

r. 

·-

HAMMER - Symbolic of the ledgend of Maxwell's Silver Hammer, this 
member of the 65th Engineer Battalion does his thing during a D-Handle 
Spike Driving Contest as the Engineers celebrate their 43rd Birthday and 
Organization Day. (Photo by Joe Loper) 

between the companies began. 
The monsoon rains fell most o f the afternoon, and by the time the competition was completed there 

was hardly a person who was not soaked from head to foot. The final event of the competition, the tug 
of war, ended with a broken ropo (a 3" thick rope at that) and just about every company commander 
swimming in the specially prepared mud hole. 

With the rain still falling and the troops still soaked, the cookout prepared by company mess teams 
went into full swing (fortunately the food was protected under a full canvas cover). There was plenty of 
good food and drink for all. 

After a good meal, with the rains finally subsiding and the troops in dry clothing, the engineers 
converged on the 6Sth Engineer llM Club for an evening of floor show entertainment. Before tho shows 
got underway, the Battalion Commander presented trophies for the events of the days competition, with 
Alpha Company winning the overall competition. 

Organization Day 1970 will long be remembered by the 65th Engineer Battalion, just•• tt,e 65th 
Engineer Battalion will long be remembered for its accomplishments In the armals of the history of the 

- United States Army. 

TUG-LEFT- "Aw Right you guys, win thi, thing or everyone gets an Article 15." (Photo by Joe Loper) 

-
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Reporter Asks, 'What's It Like'r 

Convoy Gunner- No Easy Job 
By SGT DAN DA VlS 

CU CHI - I approached one 
of the men in charge o f e.corting 
the convoy for the I st Battalion 
27th Infantry, Wolfhounds 
between Dau Tieng and Fire 
Support Base Kien, and asked 
him, '"Whats it likc?0 

He answered with one 
question of his own: "Can you 
fire an M-60 machine gun?" At a 
nod of my bead, he said "Hop 
in," and grinned slyly. 

The funny look on his face 
should have been a t;p off, but I 

didn't catch it. I was soon to 
find why there are actually very 
few people who have a genuine 
desire to ride as a gunner on a 
1/4 ton vehicle that is used for 
convoy escort. 

Shortly thereafter we were 
headed out the gate leading a 
convoy of six or eight other 
vehicles. 

The road between Kien and 
Dau Tieng is quite different 
from the highways in the states. 
It is full of boles that would pass 
for swimming pools back in the 

Artillery-Infantry 
W ork Along Together 

By SP4 TOM BENN 
FSB WARRIOR - Artillery and infantry are the king and queen 

of battle. Or so recruits are told in basic tratlning. But, it's not until 
they get to a combat zone, tl1at,soldiers grasp the full meaning of the 
teamwork that is necessary between the two branches, 

Often fooling goes beyond more teamwork to mutual admiration. 
So it is at Fire Support Base Warrior, located about eight -miles 
northeast of Nui Ba Den. 

Units from the 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery and 2nd Battalion, 
12th Infantry are unstinting in their pratlse for the other. 

" I feel for them." Private First Class David Hart from Charlie 
Battery, 7/11 satld of the infantry. "They really have it rough, 

"I don't think Arty gets enough credit, but, then again, the grunts 
work harder and go through more." 

' 'We gel along pretty ~ood," said a 7/11 gunner, "They even eat in 
our messhall sometimes. ' 

The praise doesn't go just one way. "We had Arty with us in 
Cambodia,'' said Private First Class Dave Sheriff of Greenville, S,C., 
a rifleman with Delta, 2/ 1 2. "II was really nice to have them 
around." 

world. The water buffalo and 
motorcycles try to compete with 
the convoy. This, in addition, lo 
the to the dusty debris , overed 
road, makes it obvious why the 
ride is so breath taking. 

Suddenly our vehicle hit the 
first hole in the road, and 
eYerything was lhrouwn upward 
and forward, including me. 

In the same moment, every 
thing that went up, came down, 
My steel pot, which I hadn't 
noticed when it bounced off, 
earner crashing down acro,s the 
bridge of my hose, and I noticed 
a lack of blood in my fingers 
which were wrapped very tightly 
ar.ound the M-60 machinegun 's 
handles. 

Each successive bump was like 
the first, until I started to gel 
the khack of wrapping one leg 
around the gun mount and 
wedging the other in between 
the wheel-well and the ammo 
can on the bottom of the jeep. 
But even with this, by 1hr end of 
the trip, you feel as thous)i your 
insides have been rearranged and 
that most of you is now located 
in your feet. 

The rest of the trip was Tor 
the most part uneventful. We 
were lucky considering the 
number of times thal these 
convoys have been ambushed 
mortared and sniped at by the 
enemy, Not to mention the 
accidents caused by poor 
visibility, and bad road 
conditions. 

Anyone need a job? 

SMALL FROSTIE - Private First Class Leroy Gas of Oticago, 
serving with Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, tal<cs a 
man sized gulp of a cold beer after just retufning from a long 
operation in the field. (Photo by SP4 Gary Peterson) • 

Cold Beer • 
IS No. 1 

By SP4 GARY PETERSON 
DAU TIENG - What is a cold 

beer? 
As the weary grunts of the 

2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry 
break out of the last woodline 
before reaching this 25th 
Division base camp_, a grirney 
machine gunner wipes his brow 
and says to hi1 buddy, "Wow, 
man, one more click to a cold 
beer.'" 

To a Golden Dragon, a col.d 

not so much the taste of beer 
that they look forward to aa the 
mere thought of it. Many prefer 
soda, but sodas often come out 
to them on resupply. 

With a tall, cold one (beer) in 
his hand, however, a man knows 
that he's kept himself together 
out there and hu made it back 
to enjoy one of the b~ camp'• 
re~ardL Cold beer, you see, 
doesn't come out to the fie! • 

. you Joseph ·Schlitz, 
Mr. Miller and Augie Busch· 

To many Gls in the field, i~ ~!~~:I lhe grunt'• kind of 

Epidemic Spreading; 
Army Has No Cure 

By SP4 DENNIS LEBLANC 
CU CHJ - There appean to be 

• Urangc disease running 
rampant on a world-wide scale 
It h.as no official name as yet. 
but is generally l<nown as the' 
"Gap". 

Jt is e~pccially hard to isolate 
~•u~ ti appears in so many 
d1ffenng strains. The most 
persistent types are Generation 
Credibility and Jnforrnatio,; 
Gap. The latter type 
unfortunately, has appeared ~ 
the ranks of the 25th Division's 
2nd Battalion (Mech) 22nd 
Infantry. • 

• Acting quickJy, Triple Deuce 
made a preliminary survey of the 
men afflicted with the disease 
and made some discoveries that 
enabled them lo effectively cope 
with the problem, 

Third, it seemed that there 
was • . . period of peak 
vulnerability. The disease wu 
m?n, likely to be contncted Just 
pnor to an expected leave or 
R&R. Then, wen, also an 
abnormally large number of 
cases just prior to DEROS dates. 

F?urth, it was lear after 
talking Y,•lh the medics, that the 
convcnli.onal pills and ointments 
were g01ng to be of no help in 
treating this particular disease. 

Now that the symptoms were 
clearly defined, a study was 
made of areas with few if any 
cases of Information Gap With; 
few exceptions, ii was· found 
that th ese areas had an 
tnforma lion program which 
made extensive use of buUetin 
boards. . Strikes in the Field 

Fust, the disease had a 
t~ndency to strike men in the 
field : m?re often than those 
working m the rear. 

Bulletin boards in lhe rear 
areas were then conveniently 
pl_aced and were kept up to date 
with the latest information on 
leaves an_d R&Rs. They also had 
mformat1on about the unit and 
dates of upcoming events 

Hits Short Gl's 
Scc_ond, there were far more 

cases !" men with 90 days or less 
to go m-country. The newer men 
seemed to have some sort of 
natural immunity that wore off 
~scre!!~1_r day s in•country 

b 
The ~bsequent succes~ of the 

ull~~in ~oard program in 
curtailing Information Gap" 
has led Triple Deuce to beLievc 
that the program wiU work in 
the field. 
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Add New Meaning to Old Word 

Wolfhounds Train Vietnamese 
By SGT DAN DAVlS 

CU CHI - For the 25th 
Division's Bravo Company, 1st 
Battalion, 27th lnfantty and the 
members of the 170th Regional 
Forces, "Vietnamiz.ation" is 
more than just a word. It bas 
real meaning. 

The men arc engaged in a 
pilot program testing whether 

the average GI can, with a 
minimum of special training, 
instruct Vietnamese soldiers and 
improve their methods of 
operation. 

The program began recently 
at the 25th Division's Tropic 
Lightning Academy. In this 
five.-day course, the Americans 
were taught methods of 

SPIKE - Regional Forces aoldien take on their advisors in a game of 
vo\leybalt during respite from instruction. 

instruction, use of interpreters 
and Vietnames custo ms. 

As soon as they completed 
the course, the Wolfhounds used 
their newly acquired sk ills to 
teach several local RF units. 

Some of the subjects covered 
were ambush techniquei., field 
fortifications, weapons 
maintenance, dustoff procedures 
and first aid. 

"Our basic problem, of 
course, is communication," said 
1st Lieutenant Charles Dillon, of 
Washington, D.C., "because 
every thing must be done 
through an interpreter. 

"The Vietnamese do catch on 
fast to the things we are tt aching 
them. All they needed was for 
someone to show them how and 
why things were done. That's all. 
They're agressive and eager to 
learn." 

At the c od o f t he 
inst ru ct iona l phase, the 
combined companies went on a 
search and clear mission in the 
vicinity of a French-owned 
rubber plantation north o f here. 

Using one element as a 
blocking force and another as a 
s w eep t e am . the 
Wolfhound-Tiger unit employed 
their newly-learned skills. At one 
point a Vietnamese member of 
the sweep team disco,ered a 
w e ll -co nc e aled enemy 
booby-trap. 

Sergeant Nguyen Van Than, • 
South Vietnamese intt rpreter 
fo r th e Wolfhounds , is 
encouraged by the program. 

" The So u th Vietnamese 
people used to be afraid of the 
VC and NV A so they helped 
them," he said. "Now that 
people can see the RF srowing 
s tronger, they are openly 
opposing the Communist.a." 

Page 7 

FIRST AID - Sergeant Nguyen Van Than repeats, in Vietnamese, 
directions in first aid given by _the Amerifians in English. 

FINAL PHASE - Combined elements of the 25th Division's Bravo Company, 1st 
Baltalion, 27th Infantry and the Vietnamese 170th Regional Forces Company work 

logethr:r on an operation near a French-owned rubber plantation. RF cadre were in 
charge of the operation; Americans acted u coaches. 
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r"t~~ • ·: In His Second Army • 

Czech Serves Tour in 'Nam 
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.. 
.iaJllDE AND SEEK - The game played here is played by many, but 
~- enjoyed by few. This man; a member of C Company, 2nd Battalion, 

12th Infantry, is searching the two-way rifle range in aearch of the 
enemy. 

(Photo by SGT MARK ROCKNEY) 

The Triple Deuce Navy 

By SGT ED TOULOUSE 
DAU TIENG - In 1968, 

Miroslav Syrucek , puUin& the 
greatest escape of hJS life, 
slipped through the Iron Curtain 
to freedom. 

Now, two years later and 
many miles away from his native 
Czechoslovakia, the 25th 
Division infantryman is in 
Vietnam helping to counter the 
oppression he grew up under, 

Born in Hradec Krnlove, Mike 
(as he is called by his bJddies) 
experienced the inequities of 
Communism at an early a 1e. 

In 1952, his fat\ltr, the 
pro prietor of a gas station and 
motel, lost control of his 
business to the Puty. Six 
months later, the elder Syrucek, 
a non•party member, was 
convfoted of certain ill defined 
crimes in connection with the 
use of Radio Free Europe. 
Shortly after, be was killed-the 
vic tim of a freak prison 
"accident." 

Subsistence became he way 
o f life for Mike's mother and her 
three children. Jobs were hard lo 
find in the politically oppressed 
country_. 

"Good jobs are usually only 
given to party members," said 
Syrucek. "My mother took in 
boarden aod did laundry to 
keep us going. 

Graduating from a trade 
school at 18, Mike was soon 
drafted for a twenty-six month 
tour as· a sentry on the 

River Patrol Checks Enemy 
I have mmun.111 

Recen tJy . seen was true 
19 mile; n:~~.it f peuuons 
25th Division o, here, a 
took to tho mechanized unit 
Saigon Rive w~ter lo patrol the 

r on an IU'nl 
pe~'1":l earner (APC). ored 

purpose o f Ibis 

2nd Batral~ommandcr of the 
Infantry fro::,nSa (MRech), 22nd 

The ~e n afael, Calif. 
traveled up n.n:n: their APC 
on a rafr wh. h own the nver 
Echo Com "' was provided by 
Battalion . .ft~Y;.r15th Engineer 
a pontoon brid was actuaJJy 
several small gc propelled by 

motor boats. 

sem1au tomatic wcaporu. an 
There was als 

aboard so 1• 0 , 1 radar set 
couldn't hat, 11 the meo 

·electronic ~;vJ::e enemy, the 
detect the · coul~ 81 least 

"Jt cert:_;:;ovement 

operation for ! ;:cash an .unusual 
Specialist 4 Jer c u,u_t," said 
Woodbridge NJ ~'J Sf'llth, of 
the Triple ~u~ Navy~!! call us 

PREV£NnNG ENE 
Company, 6Sth En ·!Z CROSStNc - A pc>n.toon · 
Company, 2nd Bat:Uon"(M':'h)~ as a raft for an.:,~~ which was b~Jt by £:ho 

nd Infantry n,., came personnel earner of Brav 
• r wu driven on to the raf: 

Czech-Austrian border. 
It was dunng this time that 

Communist i nd oc trination 
reached a climax. Obliged to 
• ttend daily party-oriented 
classes, Syrucek .underwent a 
co n c entrated ba rrage of 
propaganda. As a member of tht' 
army he was compcll•d lo sign a 
pledge t o figh t for the 

TOC Ties 
Together 

By SP4 En TOULOUSE 
FSB WARRIOR - Battalion 

radio com munication, the 
mainstay of the 25th Oiv:ision, is 
1 hodgepodge of frequencies, 
call signs and 'distortion which, 
for most people, would defy 
comprehension. 

For a 2nd Battalion, 12th 
Infantry, RTO (radio telephone 
o pera tor), a GI with the 
matched skills of a New York 
City telephone operator, this 
conglomeration o f words is his 
"lingo." 

The tacticaJ operations center 
(TOC) is home base for battalion 
level communications. Here the 
RTO works amid the relentless 
squawking of several radios . 

"TOC can be pretty hectic at 
times," said Specialist 4 Dao 
Parsons, of Wtchfield, Maine. 
"But its all just a matter of 
getting accustomed to the 
sounds and the pace." 

During Warri o r troop 
movements or . enemy contact, 
the TOC radio operators work in 
coordination with command & 
control helicopter personnel as 
they make a visual reconnaisance 
of tbo area. 

re • (tr{ 
1-fawau. 0 no, of Waipabu, 

TOC is also h 
a variety or I e crossroads of 
tra[.fic. communications 

We call f 
dustoffs, resup I or ar_tillery, 
anything else PY• &unships and 
Specialist 4 L needed," said 
of Alco. N J a~_rence _Jack.son, 
week we eve~ • Aod Just la,t 
field telling on made a caU to th.e 
had a baby bo;1F,"Y that his wife 

Communist cause in Vietnam, if 
the need arose. 

Party pressure kept incrcasina 
until one day in January, 1968, 
Syrucek was informed that the 
time for him to sign up with the 
"people's party" had arrived. 

" l wanted nothing to do with 
an organization that was 
responsible for my father's deat.h 
and my family's suffering." 

Desperation pU)vided the 
initiative. Taking advantage of 
the situation while on guard 
duty, the young Czech opened 
the gale and made a running bid 
for freedom across a semingly 
endless limbo dividin1 
Czechoslovakia and Austria. 

"All I remember is running 
hard and prayif\B as I went." 

The deep snow and sub-zero 
temperatures made goina 
difficult, but Syrucek's 
detennination prevailed, Within 
an hour Austrian ofricials were 
processing the happy refugee. 

Several months later, at about 
the same time Soviet tanks were 
rumblin& through his homeland 
during the ramous Cuch 
rebellion, Mike came to the 
United States. With the help of a 
fellow countryman be became 1 
machinist in South Paris, Maine, 

" I really eajoyed tbe state. 
Tbe people were very friendly 
and eager to help me adjust and 
learn the language." • 

However, bis stay in Maine 
was interrupted a year aft¥ bis 
arrival when he was dufted. 
Now Syrucek is a member of a 
po~· element with the 1st 
Ba Ion, 27th Infantry 
Wo !bounds. He hu eight 
months left in this, bis second 

""1!'1, future i 
well-defined P ans an 

''nuee a~d a half 
wa., 1n uniform and t~ars ago J 
am. I 've traveled a lot d "!' J still 
time-now all I unng this 
sett I e d want to do 1.s 
probably in i:~e_,?omewhcre, 

$500 reW2rd tor Wharoaboot, of 
Wa,ne Ol&OJJ, 15 )Ta, 5 II. 6 Irr. 
bl .. IYOS, bl<llld curl, hair =~ Vao. B,C. collect m: 


