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Cu Chi-Less Than Paradise 
But Things Are Improving 

'Cu Chi, Cu Chi, worst place 
I ever did see," lament the 
lyr ics ol a song written by a 
25th Division Infantryman. But 
th.a lament was written in 
February, 1966, shortly alter 
the 2d Brigade arrived at its 
then dusty and desolate new 
home. 

'lewsmen who visited the 
base camp early in that year 
now say they wouldn't believe 
it's the same place, Roads that 
we re once covered with chok• 
Ing loot-deep dust or sort un­
navigable mud-depending upon 
the lime of day - are now 
pa ved and usenble In any 
w~ather. 

The disorganized array or 
tents which were both quarters 
and ollices have given way to 
tent-kits, wooden hootches and 
customized steel quonset huts • 
with cement slab noorlng. , 
Nearly every military opera- i 
lion adds something to the 
base camp area when the troops 
return, Olten referred to as 

"company beautllication" en­
tire battalions now have tree• 
lined roads, and small plants of 
various types. 

Cleanliness may be next to 
Godliness, but al Cu Chi it Is a 
reminder or civilization that 
keeps morale high. The evolu­
tion ol the shower in these two 
years since the beginning of 
the camp, almost equals the 
development of the wheel by 
the cavemen, 

Many varleUes of showers 
exist, all serving their function. 
First came the quartermaster 
,power shower, wllh a nearly 
unllmited supply or water from 
an adJacen..._ well, electrically 
pumped ou-P, of the ground. 
Eighteen lb twenty bodies twist­
Ing under elght showerheads 
constituted an overload howev­
er. Battallons went to work. 

Airplane wing tanks were 
hoisted hlgh In the air and sev­
eral shower outlets were con­
nected on platforms below. 
Some units went so lar as to 

25th Div MEDCAP 
Another Battlefield 

"Tropic Lightning Helpl9&- c~p, Tluu-e. --tbL_dOfl!'.!!!mL 
Hand" be&"an ln Hawaii before .were sorted, so that gift pack• 
tho 25th Infantry Division' was>--'ages are sutted lo the recipient. 
deployed to VJelnam. Knowing 
that civic acl!on programs were 
a prime !actor in winning the 
war and the people's support, 
the division appealed to the 
ciUzens ol Hawaii for dona­
tions. 

This was unique in one re• 
spect: most U.S. units deployed 
10 Vietnam walled until a!ler 
they arrived in-<:ountry to so­
licit materiel lo be given to the 
Vietnamese. The 25th Division 
!ell It would be better to bring 
the charitable items with them, 
so that civic action could start 
as soon as military actton. 

Hundreds or boxes containing 
tons of donated food, clothing, 
and articles of sanitation even­
tually found their way to. the 
Helping Hand Center, a small 
complex of buildings and stor­
age lacililles at the Cu Chi base 

From the Civil Affairs sec­
l!on, a handful of soldiers and 
Vietnamese workers have built 
the storage areas and daily 
prepare dozens of boxes to be 
distributed by infantry units 
while on MEDCAP (Medical 
Civic Acl!on Program) or dur­
ing military operations. 

In addition to material dona­
llons, men of the "Tropic Light-· 
nlng" division have pitched In 
with a real helping hand, world 
with a real helping hand, work­
Ing on 293 health and san!tallon 
projects, 71 constructton pro­
jects, 44 education and training 
programs Including, the support 
ol Vietnamese schools and the 
teaching of English, as well as 
265 other activities designed 
to further Vietnamese-Ameri­
can rela tions and build support 
!or the government of Vietnam. 
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publication of the 25th Infant ry Divitiion. It is published 
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expressed are not necessarily those of the Department 
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pressurize tanks and to build 
benches !or the men to change 
clothes. 

A lot has been done to Im­
prove that great morale factor, 
food. F rom meals ol C rations 
heated in GI cans and eaten 
on crude benches outdoors, the 
division has progressed tht ough 
tenl-klt mess halls to modern 
hall-brick screened In, cement 
noored, nearly monsoon-.irool 
dining halls. Fresh A-rations 
are always reaching the troops. 

As a last "way-back-then" 
tale, catching a chopper to Sai­
gon or to the field was once a 
mailer ol sitting on the chopper 
pad aear where division artJUery 
headquarters ls now, an6 run­
ning up to each ship '" it 
landed, determining Jts d .. tlna­
tion and trying to hllch a ride. 

Now, however, progress and 
sophistication have set In. No 
longer do the 25th Division sol­
diers have to homestead O'l the 
landing pad lo get a ride, No 
longer is each chopper pilot ap­
proached from au sfdes with 
r equests !or rides to all places. 
With a call to the hellpad, the 
weary soldier can be assured 
ol a scheduled flight lo his 
chosen desllnatlon. 

And this too, ls progress. 

PADDY BREAK-Wearied soldiers of lhe 25th Division's hi 
Battalion, 27th Infantry Wolfhounds take a break while wait­
ing for helicopters to pick them off a rice paddy landing zone 
during an airmobile mission. 

Ta~ Leaf With Lightning Bolt 
Mebns Speed, ~ggressivenes~ 

The shoulder patch ol the 25th shape or a taro leaf, red, with a the r ed lea!. 
Infantry Division was adopted gold border, and a boll of The taro lea! ls remlniscenl 
late in 1943. It Is designed In the lightning in gold, centered in ol -the Hawaiian birth place ol 

STANDING GUARD--The crew of on M-48 lank from the 3d 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, stands guard through the night near 
Tan Son Nhut Air Base. 

Mission Of The Division 
Search, Destroy, Support 

The 25th Infantry Dil lsion will conduct search a nd destroy 
operations against VC/NV A forces and base camps within the 
assigned tactical area of responsibility and other areas as 
approved by Field Fore .. Vietnam II. 

The Division will conduct clearing operations and reaction 
force operations ln support ol the Ill Corps Revolullon and 
Development Program with emphasis on the National Priority 
areas in HJ\U NGmA Province ln coordination with CG, 25th 
ARVN Division: and through him, the HAU NGHIA Province 
Chief. , 

Additionally, the 25th Infantry Division will provide support 
through ground combat, artillery support, air support, civic 
action, psychological op,>ratlons, and llmlted training to the 
Regional and Popular Forces II necessary wllhln the Division's 
tactical area of responsiblllty. 

There are several lnf,,rred missions that are Included in this 
statement. It Is clear that we are expected to conduct operations 
which range from civic actions to sustained combat. The division 
must be capable ol contributing to the over-all paclllcauon pro­
gram within the assigned sector. 

the 25th from elements of the 
famous old Hawaiian Division, 
which tiad originally adopted the 
leaf lor Its patch. 

The taro plant has arrow­
shaped leaves, often brilliantly 
colored and Is naUve to the 
Pacific Isles, though it is culti• 
vated In many tropical and sub• 
tropical areas. The rootstock.s 
of the taro ls a food, the flesh of 
which Is slmllar to that of the 
potato. H is used In the prepara­
tion ol Pol, formerly a staple 
food product of Hawaii. 

The slashlng, golden, zlg-zag 
bolt of lightning symbolizes 
·speed and agressive spirit, and 
was superimposed upon the taro 
lea! to convey this additional 
signlllcance to the s ho u Ider 
patch. This speed and aggrec• 
slveness was demonstrated by 
the division when lt struck back 
acro54 the Islands In the South­
west Pacific in World War Il 
and a gain s t the communill 
forces In Korea. 

Alter the Guadalcanal Cam• 
paign, the codeword " Ughtning" 
was adopted, and all codewords 
!or the organic units or the divi­
sion began wlth an 11L". which 
was difficult .for the Japanese 
to pronounce. Tills aided in de­
tecting the enemy who tuned in 
on our radio lrequlency and an• 
swered our radio and telephone 
calls. 

The division's nickname, the 
"Tropic Lightning" Division, is 
re-echoed ,by the bolt of lightn• 
Ing on the shoulder patch. Al· 
though the nickname had been 
carried by the division, unolfi­
clally, since December 1942, It 
was recoinir:ed as tlle olliclal 
title of the division on July U, 
1953. 
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PROUD PAST-PROUD FUTURE 
Al the fjnaJ stroke ol twelve 

lut night a Clne old soldierman 
passed away. Bui In his place 
st~ped up two lusty sons to 
take his place." 

These words In the October , 
I, 1941, edition of The Donolulu 
Adv..-User signaled the concep• 
Uoo of the US Army's brand 
new Infantry division. .. 

Tb e editorial continued: Guadalcanal-1942 
"The Hawaiian Division Is no 

more. The proud organhallon 
that was stationed at Schofield 
Barracks has been inactivated. 
In tts place this morning are 
two new streamlined Infantry 
dlnslons-The Twenty.Fourth 
and the Twenty•Fifth. 

ln the 27 years which have 
elap1ed since their conceptlon, 
tht Army's two new divisions 
were to see Jong and honorable 
service In three wars-service 
which would, Indeed, renect 
great honor on their predeces­
sor. 

lo lime the 24th Infantry 
(Victory) Division, would lind 
Its way to the European Thea• 
ler o( Operations; the Taromen 
were not to relurn to Hllwaiinn 
shores. But the 25th Infantry 
Division was destined to make 
Its name In the Pacific. 

And the name Tropic Light• 
nlnr was not long lo the 
making. 

. • 11'1,i~ t .... 
~ f ~ - .J""-
! · .~ ~--'"' t • . ~" ~ ~ ... :~ --:-'.:~~ .. ~ '- • 

. ~"!t-.i!:';JJF.,:.1.. , .... ': ' •. 

of Solomon Islands. The island 
of New Georgia fell to them on 
August 25, 1943. they cleared 
Arundel Island on September 
24 and finally on October 6, 
they look Kolombangara, with 
tts vital Vila Airport. 

go r their swiftness nnd 
daHng during these campaigns, 
25th Division combat-hardened 
soldiers earned for their unit 
the nickname Tropic Lightning. 

From January to June 1945, 
division soldiers participatedl ln 
the liberation of the PMiip­
p!nes, setting a record for 
Army divisions o( 155 consecu• 
live days In combat. 

As the World War came to a 
close, the Tropic Lightning DI· 
vision buckled down to the job 
of occupying a defeated nnllon 
-the once mighty Empire of 
J apan. 

The responsibilities or pro• 
cessing thousands or homeless 

\. · .. ~ :J.~~/~ ,:' ~ .... _ 
Luzon, Phlllppine 1, lands-1945 

On December 7, 1941. just 10 refugees was an immense bur• 
weeks arter the division's birth, den. Indicative of the Tropic 
J a A an es e flghterbombcrs LightnJng soldiers' ~votion to 
roared through Hawaii 's Kol•• this task was the manner in 
koie Pass to bomb Pearl Har• which the 27th Infantry Wolr• 
bor and slra(e Schofield Bar• hounds and 8th Arllllery com• 
racks. Division soldiers re• menced support lo the Holy 
sponded quickly to this unex• Family Orphanage In Osaka, 
peeled attack, becoming the Japan. whjch has continued to 
first Americans lo engage the this day. 
enemy In World War II. Since that November In 1949, 

To counter the threat of a over 1400,000 has been donated 
follow•UP invasion, the 25th •s to the orphanage, now known 
Infantrymen were rapidly de• as the "Osaka Home." 
ployed to the beaches in de• SUU garrisoned in Japan In 
fense of Honolulu and the Ewa 1950. the dlvlsion was again or• 
Plains. dered to combat as the North 

For the next 11 months, the 
dlvl•lon trained Intensively for 
a srcond crack at the enemy. 
The scene was lo be Guadal• 
canal. 

Relieving the Marines at 
Guatlalcanal in November, 
1942, division Infantrymen soon 
found themselves engulfed in 
the sa me treacherous jungle 
warfare wMch was to become 
so painfully !amlltar to their 
Vietnam successors. In some of 
the Lltterest World War II fight• 
Ing •n the Pacific. the division 
aided in the seiwre or Kokum• 
bona and reduction ol the 
Mount Austin Pocket. 

From there, division soldiers 
batUed down the northern chain 

Kore an "People's Army" 
stormed across the 38th Paral­
lel, In an unprovoked allack of 
the Republic of Korea. 

While most Americans were 
trying lo find Korea on the map, 
Tropic Lightning soldiers. with 
other United Nallons forces. 
raced to the defense of the port 
city of Pusan on Korea's south· 
ern tip. The Pusan Perimeter 
held In large part due to the 
heroics or 25th Division inlan• 
trymen. and soon (September 
1950) Lightning soldiers were 
back on the ollcnsive, doln~ 
their part to neutrall•e the SO,· 
000 North Koreans trappro os 
a result ol the Marine landings 
at Inchon. 

For their role nt Pusan, Trop-

le Lightning soldiers esrned 
their first Korea Presldenllal 
Unit Citation. 

Battling seasoned North Ko• 
rea and Chinese Communis sol­
diers and the harsh extremes of 
Korean weather and terrain, di• 
vision troops fought braveli and 
well from the Yalu River In the 
north to the Han River in the 
south during the next two y ars. 

Even during brief respites 
from battle as IX Corps re­
serve force, the 25th Div,slon 
proved llsell worthy or its mot• 
to, "Ready to Strike - <\ny. 
where, Anytlme." In the 1'0rds 
or one corps commander, 'To• 
day, the 25th Division Is lilte a 
ra:wr's edge." 

Back on the line to defend the 
South Korean capitol or S oul, 
in May, 1953, Tropic Lightning 
soldiers successfully repellt·d a 
fierce fina l assault by the ene­
my and In doing so, earned their 
second Korean Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

By the lime the smoke or Ko­
rean battles had cleared 14 
Tropic Lightning soldiers had 
earned their naUon's hlghesl 
military honor, the Meda ol 
Honor. 

Following the July 27, 1953, 
armistice, the division was a aain 
tapped to perform . e>e<eup,,llon 
duties and · was rtetr to depart 
Korea for over a year - but 
this time, after more thar 12 
years absence the division was 
going home! 

The firs t 25th Infantry J)ivi• 
sion troops arrived in Honolulu 
on September 21, 1954, abcard 
the troop ship USNS General 
Gordon. Bands, hula girls, and 
25.000 orchids dropped from I eli­
copter ii;, attested to the admtra• 
lion of HawaU's clUzenry for 
their ballle•seasoned heroes 

Years of arduous training and 
realistic exercises lollowed as 
the division filled its role as the 
Army's immediate sttike force 
in the Pecilic. Tropic Light, lng 
soldiers busied themselves by 
honing the "razor's edge," 

The peaceful years came •nd 
went! 

In early !963, responding to n 
request from the US Mllil~ry 
Assistance Command, Vietnam, 
the fir&t contingent of 100 aerial 
door gunners was dispatched to 
Southeast Asia lrom HawaU lo 
relieve overworked helicot•ler 
crew members, who had b•en 
forced to do double duty. By 
the Ii me the program ended in 
November 1965, more than 2 200 
men had participated. 

Besides supplying sholgunners 
to Vietnam, the Tropic Llghln• 
ing Division sent Company C, 
65th Engineer Ballalion, lo 
Vietnam in August, 1965, to act 
as a mobile force to assisl in 

the buildup or fadliUes at Cam 
Ranh Bay. It was the only unit 
from the divlsfon In-country un• 
UI late llle5. 

MACY sent out a request for 
additional combat units in De­
cember 1965 and once again the 
25th Infantry Division respond• 
ed, this time with its 4.000•man 
3d Brigade. Operatlon Blue 
Light, the longest and largest 
airlift of cargo and personnel 
to a combat area In military 
history, took the br\inde from 
HawaU's Hickam Air Force 
Base lo the Central highlands at 
Pleiku. 

The first Tropic Ughtnlng sol• 
diers arrived on December 31, 
1965, and by the middle of Jan• 
uary, the 6,000•mlle move or 
hundreds of tons of men and 
materiel was completed .. 

Meanwhile, the division's 2d 
Brigade had left Hawaii by 
the sea. Arriving al the port of 

dlers had fought gallantly 
through 59 operations - each 
one a campaign or its own 
bearing names like Makikl, Ka• 
mela Kallua and Makalapa 
which vividly Ulustrate the di• 
vision's HawaUan ties; each 
one taking Tropic Lightning 
soldiers to treacherous battle• 
fields with funny names like 
Hobo, Bol Loi, Hoc Mon, Pie!• 
ku, Soul Cut, Cholon and Bao 
Trai. 

In these 59 operations, more 
than 17,000 Viel Cong and North 
Vietnamese soldiers have been 
felled by the combat power of 
Tropic Lightning infantrymen, 
cavalrymen, andl artillerymen. 
Nearly 900 more have been 
taken prisoner, and belier than 
4,600 have surrendered to dlvi• 
sion troops under the Chreu 
Hoi Open Arms Program. 

Jn a new ktnd of war (or the 
hearts and minds or the Viet• 

~ ... _.~ .. -!:~ ... ~-.... 
~,.i::~<,;.c ;· --$·~-~. •, 
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Vielnam- 1966 
Yung Tau on January 15, 1968, namese people, division sol• 
the brigade moved by air, first diers have shown a genuJne 
to Bien lloa and then in a con• compassion and understanding 
voy of more than 600 vehicles, _ tor the problems confronted by 
lo the former Viet Cong haven • men and women who struggle 
ol Cu Chi in Hau Nghla Prov• to shake the enigma of war 
Ince, 20 miles northwe1t or Sal• and to build a brighter tomor• 
gon. row. 

In late March 1966, the com• An example or this compas• 
mand group, composed of the slon may be !ound in the more 
commending general and hls than 404,000 Vietnamese who 
staff. was airli!led to Cu Chi have received medical attention 
and the Isl Brigade followed on during d Iv I s Ion MEDCAPS. 
Exercise " MoonUghl," arriving Lightning soldiers have also 
In-country by the end of April bullt houses. furnished food and 
1966. The division deployment clothing, secured polling places 

Vietnam- 1968 
was complete. 

In jungles and tropic heat, 
fighting a resourceful enemy 
who Is barely distinguishable 
lrom hls surroundings, the men 
with the Lightning patch once 
again set about the business ol 
defending the Free World's 
frontiers. 

By mid-July 1968, division sol• 

and taught others to help them• 
selves. 

Another chapter ,n the saga 
of Tropic Lightning Is being 
wrillen. In a hundred• years it 
will be history. But today, 
Southeast Asia has a friend, a 
fighter, a defender In the rator• 
sharp, Tropic Lightning 25th 
Infantry Division. 
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Vietnam-Its Customs & Traditions 
The customs and traditions 

practiced by lhe Vietnamese 
people, in whose country you 
are a guest during your lour 
wilh lhe Free World Forces, 
may be traced back through 
many centuries. 

The people arc courteous, pa• 
lien!, sensitive and quiet. To 
get along with them well and 
to mix with them easily and 
courteously, il is important lo 
gain an underslandmg or their 
way or life. 

II is crucial that American 
servicemen cultivate an aware­
ness of the Vietnamese culture 
and appreciation or the aspira­
tions or the people. Begin now! 

Herc arc some or the does 
and don't when dealing with the 
people. 

VIETNAMESE' HOME 
The Vietnamese regards his 

home dillerently than does a 
westerner. He gives all the loy­
ally, concern. In t erest and 
respect to his home that Ameri­
cans reel for their community, 
nation and entire earth. 

Ills home is the local point of 
his Ille. All other consideraUons 
are secondary to the family and 
home. Yet he considers himself 
a furnishing in his home, tem­
porary and unimportant in the 
long run ol Ume. 

The Vietnamese code of be­
havior I o st er s courtesy, pa• 
tlence and kindness. Do not 
mock it as it will negate the 
objectives ol the assistance we 
are giving the people. 

•exes wlll seldom hold hands 
in publlc); do not ask about 
lhe price of personal posses­
sions; do not shove your opin­
ions or advice upon others un­
·1ess it is asked !or; respect 
those older than yourself. 

The Vietnamese pr act Ice 
these rules ol etiquette much 

more than Americans and re­
gard violations serl ·usly. 

EXAMPLES CITE'D 
Some taboos olleud both the 

Vietnamese and his family, per­
haps even his ance tors. 

Never pat anyone on the head 
and never cross your legs so 
that your feet point toward any• 

I • 

Picture Critics 

one or lo a shrine. These are 
based on the philosophy ol hu­
miliation and veneration. 

It is a good rule to avoid gre­
garious "convention" manneni 
in Vietnam. One should not of­
fer to shake hands unless ' the 
Vietnamese does so first. Do 
not be a back slapper. 

TABOOS FAMILIAR 
1 

SMILE-First Lieutenant Alfred Saxe of San Jose, California, Civil Af-
Some ol the tabbos arc Cami • • • • • 

tar to readers or Emily Post or fairs Officer for the 4th Battalron,. 9th Infantry Manchus, takes pictures 
DeaDr Abby. 1They tn1 c1u1 done: any~/Vietnamese villagers while on .a 1st Brigade civic action prqgr4J'm 

o not pu your e~ .\. ~ f h • • • h ' ' 
part or the furniture; do no< be ar Hoc Mon. A copy o the p oto was given to eac person, coutt 
loud or overly emotlonal Iii • f • h M h • 
public (Vietnamese or opposile o t e anc us. 

Vietnamese people do not pe, 
mit use or their flnit na 
lightly. Call each by hls UU.. 
rank or the proper lorm of the 
polite address. IncldenUy, when 
writing a Vietnamese name.­
spell it out in lull. 

BEWARE OF GESTURES 
Gestures are a booby trap for 

Americans In Vietnam. Ea 
gesture has so many varia 
between our intent and a local 
c I t I z e n's interpretation thal 
trouble may arise un,.ittln&I; 
Save hand and arm signals for 
Americans only. 

Al the dining table, do DOI 
eat until the eldest present hu 
started. Clean your own plau, 
but not the servln& platter. U 
you repay hospilality, do not; 
take him 10 a "hamburaer 
Joint" even though the rood may 
be better. Status ls Important. 

The senior in age alwa,s 
picks the tab up. • 

Ir you send gilts lo a Viet­
namese, send them to the chll· 
dren If passlble. Never send 111 
odd number. Two box .. ol can­
dy a re much better than one. 

DIFFERENCES ENDLESS • 
The number or diflerences 

goes on and on but the bulc 
dHrerence Is or one degree. The 
Vietnamese are much more IOI'< 
mal and traditional, almost u­
aggerated, In ob1ervin1 t b t 
amenities or life because the 
believe everything is inte 
ed since the beglnrung of 

To break or mock these 
lure codes Is to Invite dis 
and disaster by ollending God; 
ancestors and nature. 

IC the American servlct 
thinks before he speaks or 1 
he will save unnecessary grl 
Common sen,e, rourtuy 
ap~calion of4the OIIIAen 
wii\'nelp him steer cl~ar'of 
llcullfes. ( 

11,e Problems 01 Enemy Detection 

NO VC HERE-A south Vietnamese interpreter 
assigned to Company 8, 2d Battalion, 14th In­
fantry, questions local population near outskirts 
of Saigon during a recent sweep mission. 

That Faceless Viet Cong 
WHO ARE THE VIET CONG? 

He ls a farmer in a rice pad• 
dy, an old woman in the market 
place. a teen-ager on • bicycle, 
a fisherman In a sampan. He 
Is Vietnamese, lndlslincuishable 
from loyal Vietnamese except 
by his actions. 

He Is also a tough rtghter 
wherever he elects to fight. 

The VC includes hud core 
political cadre, main force regu­
lar troops from the south, local 
troops, part Ume guernUas and 
men. women and children ter• 
rorlzed or deluded Into helping. 

Whether he is a So~th Viet­
namese trained In the north and 
then sent south, or someone 
I rained locally, the VC is told 
that he is rtahUng to liberate 
Vietnam from Vletnamose tral• 
tors, from American 'aggres­
sors" and "lmperlalts•s" and 
from colonialism. 

VC ACCEPTS PRIVATION 
The average VC is a peasant, 

accustomed to prlval1011 and a 
bare existence. He Is s• bJected 
to contlnuous communist indoc­
trlnallon and surveillance by 
political cadre and fellow cell 
members. 

Behind the VC is an organira• 
tlon controlled and s~pported 
from Hanoi with the objective 
or subjugating all of Vle·nam to 
the tyranny of communism. 

All dlrecUon ultlmatel) comes 
from the Central Commktee ol 
North Vietnam's Lao Dong 
(communist) party. From Its 

headquarters in Hanoi, the Lines 
or control run to committees 
and cells In South Vietnam's 
districts. villages and hamlets. 

The Central Ollice, Sou th 
Vietnam (COSVN), operating 
under Hanoi, ls the hlghest VC 
headquarters in the South. Un­
der COSVN are six VC mllltary 
regions directing political and 
m!Utary acUons. 

BASIC ELEMENTS 
Viet Cong forces, as separate 

from the North Vietnamese 
Army. consist ol the two basic 
elements of paramilitary and 
lull mllltary, 

The paramilitary VC general­
ly Is a local civilian. a part• 
Lime solcJler whose duties do not 
take him Car from home. 

He may be used In villaae de­
lense or 10 support regular 
forces In local operations. He 
has little tra.lning, ls armed 
with few and sometimes old 
model weapons and usually 
wears ,the peasant's black paJa• 
mas. 

These are !orces which are 
eenerally ldenlllied as guerril­
las. Like classlc guerrillas, they 
may Live near their homes, ap­
pearing to be peasants by day 
but taking up arms at nlght. 

REGIONAL FORCES 
Viel Cong regional forces are 

lull-lime soldiers but not always 
uniformed. They rely mainly on 
guerrilla tactics and depend on 
the local area for loaisllcal sup­
port. 

The elite troops are the VC 

main force battalions. They 
may wear unUorms such u 
khakJ shorts and shirts. The 
black pajamas are their CaUeue 
unllorms. 

Main force units are logl11l­
cally supported lrom hlaber, 
echelo111, have better We&Polll 
and conduct operations over a 
larger area. 

NVA REGULARS 
North Vietnamese Army unlll 

are regular forces. dlstincUv 
uniformed. However, much 
the distinction between VC and 
NVA units is disappearln& u 
VC units are reequipped and 
the NVA replaces its losses wltla 
VC !Uleni and Increases Its 
cadre strength in the VC 
force units. 

The Viet Cong use terror 
a calculated weapon. Bo 
lngs, lddnapplngs, assaulna• 
lions. sabotage, harasslna ac,. 
tlons-all are planned and -~ 
ecuted with the goal or deslrof 
Ing government control a 
coercing people into cooper&• 
lion with the VC. 

VITAL DISTINCTION 
It is vitally Important to tbe 

U.S. serviceman to make 
distinolion between the VC 1114 
the loyal Vietnamese who m 
up the overwheimins maJor1 
or the people. 

Careleu acts that hurt 
people who are innocent cl 
!ans endanger the support 
loyalty ol this group lo the le 
government and to our mUlta 
errort. 
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Maior Battalion Size Units-Contin1ued Page 12 

25th Aviation Battalion 

1st Battalion 8th Artillery 

-
Nickname: Automatic Eighth 

Motto: Daring and Tenacious 

Organized July 1916 at Fort Bliss, Texas. As­
signed to the 25th Infantry Division October 
1, 1941. Participated in 14 campaigns during 
World War I, World War II and Korean 
War. Has eight battle streamers form World 
War Il and Korean War. 

25th S& T Battalion 
Nickname: None Nickname: None m 

Motto: We Fly For The Troops - Motto: Without Delay A 
Organized February 1, 1957 and assigned to 

25th Infantry Division. Has one battle 

streamer from the Vietnam War. 

Organized October 1, 1941 and assigned to the 

25th Infantry Division. Participated in 14 

campaigns during World War II and Korean 

War, earning six battle streamers. 

125th Signal 
Nickname: None 

Motto: Leokani Okawuwila 
(Voice of Lightning) 

Battalion 

~ 
Organized October 1 1941 in the territory of 
Hawaii and assigned to 25th Infantry Divi­
sion. Has participated in 14 campaigns dur­
ing World War Il and Korean War, earning 
five battle streamers. 

G/'s Use Unique Vocabulary-What Did He Say? 
The American soldter has al­

ways developed his own vocabu­
lary to describe the sights and 
sounds of war, and the soldiers 
of today are maintaining that 
tradition. The Jargon of the 
Vietnam GI ls often humorous, 
sometimes confusing. 

From the moment a replace• 
ment enters Vietnam he ls sub­
jected to the Ungo of war. The 
new man ls a " turUe" for the 
man he replaces because he 
seems to be so slow in arriving. 
If he did not know before com­

Ing across the " big pond" (Pa­
cific Ocean), he soon learns that 
MACV stands for Military As­
sistance Command, Vietnam; 
USARV means United States 
Army, Vietnam; and "short• 
timer" is a soldier going home 
soon. 

A few of the term• for his 
lighting comrades, "Jet Jockey" 
and "Saigon warrJor.'' are self 
evident. Many are not. 

It ls possible to spend an en­
tire tour of duty in Vietnam 
without learning ail the terms 
for an infantryman. He is a 
"grunt" or a "stump Jumper.'' 
He is called a "gravel crusher" 
or. most often, a "leg.'' 

The enemy is called as many 
names as the infantryman, not 
au of them printable. To a 
cocky replacement the "bad 
guys" are called " chuck" or 
"Uncle Ho's boys." 

After a few months in the 
"boondocks" the GI respects 
the courage of his tenacious foe 
and cans him "Mister Charles" 
or "Sir Charles." 

A large ·bunker or tunnel com­
plex Is labeled "The Hanoi HIi­
ton." 

Enemy infested jungles be­
come the "VC National For­
ests." 

A wounded soldier is 
"•apped" by CharUe and enemy 
soldiers are "greased/' "mas­
saged," or "blown away," by 
" friendlies" (Allied soldiers) . 

Abbrevations are used exten­
sively in this war and it is pos­
sible to carry on a conversation 
that would leave a I In g u Is t 
dl .. y. 

The miUtary units of Vietnam 
are divided into several cate­
gories. The "good-guys" are: 

ARYN - Army of the Repub­
Uc of Vietnam. This group ls 
the Vietnamese regular army. 

CJDG-Clvilian Irregular De­
fense Group. A Vietnamese 
force that maintains territorial 
border surveillance. 

PF - Popular Forces. Thls 
force, recruited at local levels 
and kepi ln their home villages, 
is concerned with civU defense. 

RF - Regional Forces. These 
troops maintain public order 
and security In rural areas. 

Opposing the "good-guy•" are 
memJiers of the: 

NV A - N or I h Vietnamese 
Army. Trained and well 
equipped soldiers, the NV A have 
taken over much of tt.e fighting. 

NLF - The Nalioral Libera­
tion Front is the political or­
gani,ation of the Communist 
forces. 

VC - Vlei Cong. This term, 
dating back to the French Indo­
china War, refers to the local 
guerrillas. 

From the Vietnamese lan­
guage the Gl's have adopted 

'' I 
'-.;i'">' - -· 

"ch o J>-C h o p" for food, the . 
French words "beau coup" tor 
many, and "xin lo!" for the 
phrase "sorry 'bout -that." 

A snake is called "Mr. No­
&houlders" and if a rumor go­
ing around Da Nang can be be­
lieved the term "Sabre Jet" ts 
lilting for the Vietnam mos­
quito. 

A Marine swears that two 
mosquitos landed at the big air 
base and a ground crew had 
started refueling them before 

RUSH FOR CHOPPERS-Men of Company C, 3d Battalion, 22d 
lnfanlry, cllmb aboord an eagle flight headed for the fungles 
near Nut Ba Den mounlain. The sold iers lumped off from 
lheir nighl poslllon at Fire Support Base Buell II, four mil•• 
north of Tay Ninh, 

they reallzed their mistake and 
ran for a bunker. 

Army and Air Force pUots 
have their own lingo for the 
varl!>us aircraft employed in 
Vietnam. 

When a pilot refers to his 
"Mattel Meschershmltt" be is 
talking about the Cayuse. That 
high-speed helicopter, armed 
with a rapid firing machine gun, 
Is also caUed a "piexlglass play­
toy" by pilots and ground troops 
alike. 

The A-lE Skyralder, a prop 
driven World War II flghter­
b om be r, is affectionately 
labeled "Spad." 

The briefing room language of 
attack pilots that fly over the 
north include: 

SAM - surface to alr missile 
used by North V I e t n a m es e 
a.11alnst American aircra ft . 
Jlnx - Means to lake evasive 
zlg.,ag action to avoid SAM's. 

Junk - what becomes of a 
milllon dollar war plane that 
•egged when II should have 
•igged. 

Beginning the day a " turtle" 
arrives, and untU he leaves 
Vietnam as a "short~tlmer ," 
the most important term in a 
GI's vocabulary encompasses 
everything from his sweetheart 
lo Mom's apple pie and a soft 
bed: The United States - rev­
erently called "The World." I 
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SERVICES: Special Information For Your Use 
Concerning Aide, Pay, Entertainment 

Most Popular Yell Ever-'Mail Call' See An Exotic Place On R&R 
First class letter mail travels to ond !rom Vietnam by air, with service to most points of the 

United States averaging fou r to six days. 
While statloned In Vietnam, you have free malling privileges for air/first class letter mail and 

~ound recording tapes. Your complete return address and the hand-wrlllen word ''Free" (In lieu 
of postage stamps) should be placed on outgoing maU to the United States, Puerto Rico and other 
possessions of the U.S. having domestic mall service, including other Army, Navy or Air Force 
Post Ollices. Do not wtile " Free" on maU to foreign addresses. The APO will stamp "Post Paid" 

The Division Special Services Olftcer supervises the R&R pro• 
gram. 

on these items, so leave the upper right hand corner of the envelope blank. 

During Ule normal one year tour In Vietnam, all personnel are 
entitled to one out-ol~ountry R&R, Personnel who extend their 
foreign service tour for 91 days or more are entitled to a second 
out-of-country R&R. Currently R&R Centers are located In Hono­
lulu, Hong Kong, Bangkok, Tokyo, Manlla, Taipei, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Penang and Sydney. The period of the R&R Is five to 

You can also advise your cor­
respondents that first class let­
lH with normal surface post­
age arc usually sent to Vietnam 
by air on a space available 
basis. Parcel Post packages 
weighing live pounds or Jess 
and measuring less than &O 
Inches length and girth com­
bined a re moved by air on a 
apace available basis between 
Vietnam and the west coast of 
the Unlled States. For pack­
ages between live and thirty 
pounds, and the same measure­
ments, they will 110 space avail­
able for the regular surface 
rate plus $1, Movement of other 
parcel post Is by surface unless 
the air mall rates are paid. 

.-------------------------------------- seven days •ln the country visit• 
ed plus travel lime. 

Personnel arc cautioned that 
cetialn prohibited Items such 
as flammables, liquor, weap­
ons, pornography and U.S. or 
foreign currencies are not per­
milted to be malled through 
postal channels. 

Members or Ule Armed 
Forces stationed In Vietnam 
are entitled to a $50.00 customs 
exemptlon on bonafide gifts 
purchased in authorized facili­
ties of the Armed Forces. Spe­
cial customs tags (POD Form 
2966 or 2967) are available at 
the APO and must be complet­
ed and al!lxed IO all outgoing 

Money Matters Mean $ave 
Federal Income Tax 

Warrant olllceu and en­
listed penonnel have total 
rellef from payment of fed• 
eral Jncome tax on tbeJr 
mWlary pay aad allow• 
ances received for any 
month during any part of 
which the member served 
In Vietnam. Up to $500.00 
per month of such pay for 
commissioned officers ts 
exclud e d from ta.able 
wages. 

Vleinam .. e Currency 
and Expendllurea 

The local currency Is 
pJaotera (or dong), Denornl• 
naU0111 In commoa usace 
are colnJ of 1, 5, and JO 
pluten and paper curroo• 
cy of 5, 10, 20, 100, 200 and 
500 plasters. The current 
mllltary connrsloa rate Lt 
118 plasters for ooe U.S. 
dollar (MPC). 

Uniformed Services Stlvln11 
Dei-11 Program 

As a result of lncrea,,ed In• 
come and reduced eipendl• 
lures, most lndlvtdualJ are 
able to accumulate consider­
able savlass durlaJ their tour 
In Vletaam. The Unllnnned 
Services Savlngs Depostt Pro­
gram pays partldpants ten 
percent Interest anaually, 
compounded quartcrty, on 
their saviors whlle stationed 
overt1eas. 

You may dep0sll any 
amount eacli month, In mul­
tiples ol $5.00, not to exceed 
the total pay recdved die pre­
vlou1 pay day. Dei-lbr made 
on or belore the 10th of the 
month accrue Interest from 
the lint of the month. De­
posit. made after the l0th of 
the month accrue Interest 
from the nrst of th next 
month. Personnel ma) partl• 
clpate In this progn,m by 
establishing a Class !, allot• 
menl or by making cash cle­
pos11s, 

MUltary Pay 
All personnel receive a 

1lgnlllcant Increase la pay 
and allowances • ·hlle serv­
ing In Vietnam, In addition 
to your re&Ular base pay, 
you are entltled IO: 

HOSTILE FIRE PAY. 
$65,00 per month payable 
for any part of any month 
spent In Vietnam. 

FOREIGN DUTY PAV. 
Payable to enlisted person, 
nel only. The amount varies 
according I<> PllY grade. 

BASIC ALLOWANCE 
FOR QUARTERS. Payable 
I<> all personnel wh01e tie• 
pendent. do not OCCUPl' 
adequate gove1"111Dent quar• 
ten. The amount Vllrlea ac­
cording to pay grade. 

FA~DLY SEPARATION 
ALLOWANCE (FSA-Type 
11). Payable IO penoanel 
quaUlylft& !or BAQ, or to a 
member wlth dependents 
who Is In pay grade E-4 
with over four years serv~ 
Ice, or higher. The monthly 

packages. • ·, 

To curb lnnntton and sla­
bllhe the Vietnamese eco­
nomy • all penoanel are 
urged to bold pJaster ■pend• 
Ing II> a minimum. Each 
time plasters are purchased 
with U.S. currency, there 
Is a drain on our nation'• 
gold reserve. 

The Army Emergency Re­
ne< olllai. J~ located In the 
Penonne~lons Dlvttlon of 
the AdJulanl General Section 
(Building T-3585). The AER 
olllccr Is avallable to discuss 
yoar flnaaclal probltms at 
any time. 

rate 11 $30.IO. ~,_ - i 
BASIC ALLOWANCE • 

FOR SUBSISTENCE. Pay, 
able to all olllccrs and war­
rant ofllcers at the rate of 
$47.88 per month. 

Three Army Post O/llccs 
serve the division with com­
plete postal services, Including 
stamps ond money orders. APO 
96225 services the units at Cu 
Chi. APO 9G385 Is at Tay Ninh 
and APO 96268 provides postal 
service for the men al Dau 
Tieng, 

Your mail lo you should be 
addressed as follows: 

Rank, Name, Service Num­
ber 

Your Unit 
25th Infantry Dlvlslon 
APO San Francisco (APO of 

your base camp) 
As soon as you know your 

unit and base camp It Is recom• 
mended that you Inform alt of 
your corre.•nondents of your 
correct malling address. 

How Long Is Your Tour? 
The normal I.Clur or du!r In Vietnam I• 12 month•. Y• ur dule 

cUglble for rcluTD from overseas (DEROS) Is normally one day 
prior to the anniversary date of your departure from CONUS. 
Curlallmenl of a normal tour may be granted only la excepUonat 
cnses where extreme personal hardship exists or IO comply with 
a Department of the Army directed reporting dale IO a new duty 
as11J:nment. 

Extension of the normal tour In Vietnam may ~ requested In 
any lncremenl.l of days or months up IO 12 months al any one 
time. Personnel who Ol<lend for , Ix or more months an entitled 
to 30 days nonchargeable special leave, plus travel tlmr, IO any 
place In tho lree world. Space required travel at Go·,·ernmcat 
expense Is furnished lndMduals authorlud special leave. 

Having Weapons 
The carrying of privately 

owned weapons lnto Vietnam is 
prohibited. Incllvldual weapons 
will be Issued upon arrival at 
your unit of assignment. Weap­
ons must be kept readily avail, 
able at all Umes and carried 
whenever away Crom base 
camp. All weapons must be 
cleared white on base camp, Ar.­
cldental discharge of firearms 
Incidents are a matter of com­
mand concern. All the aafety 
precautions you learned In basic 
still apply here In Vietnam. 

jFrom Calling Home To More School I 
television sets etc., are stocked In Vietnam may be med at showing at all division units. Call llome 

You can call your family in 
the United States from the Cu 
Chi Base Camp through the 
services provided by the Mlll­
tary Alllliated Radio System 
(MARS) staUon, located in the 
125th Signal Battalion area. 
Your call wlll go free to 
whichever stateside MARS sta­
tion Is ln radio contact. The 
stateside MARS station wlll 
place a long distance collect 
call and you can talk for live 
minutts. 

Post Exchanges 
Well stocked post exchanges 

are located at all three base 
camps, The cxchongcs stock es­
sential Items, as well as gifts 
aad dvlllan and military cloth• 
tag. Luxury Items and cigarettes 
a rc rationed, hut the ration Is 
Uberol ond nd~-quate. Ma ny 
Items of eersonnl comlort, such 
as rans, refrigerators, radios, 

and anllnble 'tn the exchanges. the olllce of the SJA Swimming pools are available 
Elcctr:lcll;y In the base camps Is Religious Servkes to all p~rsonnet at Cu Chl and 
110 volts, 60 cycles. Protestant and Rom~n Calho• Dau Tieng, 

Le al Servi Uc Cha11lalns a re aviollable to 1'he mkal East Service Club 
Legal as!lstance ;:y be ob- all 25th ln!antry DMslon per• at Ca~p Cu Chi has 1PO,?~ t 
I ed · th If f th DI sonncl The achcdule o religious bles, p,ng pong, shull e-vuar , 

~s~on •~tallc Jud~! 
0
Adv;cate: servtc;,,. (Roman Catholic, Pro- volleyball, mlnlatur~ golf and 

located al Division Headquar- tcstanl and 1ew1sh) held at unit a quiet place to "rite letters 
I t C Chi A 1 I I 1- chapels Is published weekly In or read books. Relreshments 
ers a u • ega ass s th D D II B 11 11 may be purchased at Service 

ance ol!lcer Is available seven e !vision a f I I u le ,3j Clubs maintained by most 
days a week during the day Choplalns are aval a ' e a com a and battalion size 
and no appointment Is neces- times lor the rites, sacraments unit!'. IBncer and NCO clubs arc 
sary. Special appointments for anct ordinaries of the church as also maintained by many unlls. 
unusual hours may be made well as for religious l..strucilon, A division EM Club Is localed 
by calling the olllce of ·the counseling and help with per- , d 
SJA sonal problems. Re-11gl, us cover- across from division hea quar-

A 
O 

legal assistance olllcer vis- age Is provided IO Isolated units lers at Cu Chi. 
its Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng and religious services are held Education Program 
base camps one day each In the lleld during toct cal opera- TI,c Division Education Cen• 
week. The hours of availability lion,, ter, locat"'1 In Comp Cu Chi, 
may be obtained from the 1st Special Scrvl~cs near lbc S!)cclal Servlcts Office, 
ond 3rd Brigade Headquarters. Recreational acll.,it es at the offers a limited number of ac-

Clalms lor lost or damaged base camps are lir.uted, but crrdltcd college courses, sell 
household goods, hold baggage Improving constantly. Free 16- swdy USAF! courses and GED 
and property lost or damaged mm movies are available for iests. 

In addition to the out-of-coun­
try R&R, enlisted personnel, 
warrant ollicers and company 
grade commissioned ol(lcers 
may apply for a three day in­
country R&R to Vung Tau. The 
25th Infantry Division has a 
standing allocation for 28 per­
sonnel every three days. 

In addition, all personnel may 
be authorized one out-of-country 
seven day ordinary leave to 
any of the above R&R loca ­
tions. 

R&R or leave lo the United 
States ls not aulhorlied except 
(or Emergency Leave, Com­
passionate Leave or SpecJat 
Leave granted to personnel who 
extend their foreign service tour 
ln Vietnam for six months or 
more. 

R&R and Special Leaves are 
not chargeable as leave on an 
Individual's Leave Record.. 

Red Cross Aid 
Tbe American Red Cross pro­

vides service through II.I claap. 
ter supporting the 25th lafant.ry 
Division. You should notify your 
dependent., lhat In case or 
any emergeacy Involving your 
~lale (a.mlly, Ibey should 

chapter!!;_ =t~-;-Crou 
Tbe' fads neectedl lo autb-,.., 

emergency leave wtll be lraJd. 
milted I<> the Red Cross Field 
Dtrecl<>r for the 25th Infantry 
Division. Ile wUI lhoo nollfy you 
aad also confirm the facts I<> the 
commander having the author!• 
ty I<> grant emergency leave. 

Financial aid for emergency 
travel c.pcnses Is olso provided 
by the Red Cron If required. 
The local Field Director ,,..y 
also help In provkllag llnancial 
aaslsta.nce I<> mWta,y famWes 
through stateside Red Cross 
chapt«a. 

Familiar slghla In the %5th DI• 
vision baae camps are the Red 
Cross "D ougb nut Dollla," 
young women whose ml .. Jon Is 
to provide a recreational pro­
gram for the lroop8, no matter 
where the)" are localed. Tbe 
" Doughnut Dollies" often go to 
the CJeld IO provide a rela.xlng 
break for 25th lnfanlry Division 
soldlen, 

Musewn Of War 
A worthwhlle place to visit at 

Cu Chi Base Camp Is the 15th 
Infantry Division Museum. Lo­
cated between the PX and lhe 
Illkal East Service Club, ii Is 
open dally from 8 a.m, unlll 
11:30 a.m. and from I p.m. 
unlll 5 p.m. 

On eithlblt Is the bounty or 
war - the captured weapons 
and materiel or the Viet Cong 
and the No rt h Vietnamese 
Army. Some of the cqulpment 
reflects other wars or other 
times and other nations. For 
example, on display ls a Ger• 
man 7.92 Light Machine Gun 
Type 26 with a swastika on the 
stock. This weapon was fl rst 
manu!actured In 1926. 

Also, or special Interest are 
the Viet Cong tools of psycho­
logical warfare. The museum 
has a wide selection of Viet 
Cong lea llets and posters. 
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Medical Civic Action 
Fights Another War, 
Disease and Poverty 

"MEDCAP" is a term which wllh ils uwn medical stair has 
ha• become part or the every­
day language or the 25th Divi­
sion soldier. He uses the word 
as commonly as he talks about 
machine guns, grenade launch­
ers, Army food and when he's 
going home. And well he 
should, for " MEOCAPs," or 
medical civic action programs, 
are Just as much a part or the 
war in Vietnam as any or these 
things. 

been as.igncd a specific hamlet 
or village in the area near the 
base camp. Teams from the as­
signed un,1 visit their village at 
least twice weekly, following a 
regular schedule. This system, 
devised by the division's Civil 
Allatrs section. works best, 
claim the doctors. because It 
gives them a chance lo follow­
up on treatment. 

A whole gamul or Illnesses 
and ailments has been treated 
by the MEDCAP teams. Most 
common are: vitamin de!iclen­
cy diseases, skin problems, re­
sprlatory disorders and tooth 
and gum problems. 

HUPING HANO--Speclallsl 5 Emanual J . Holloman of Baltimore, Md., glvH an alcohol bath 
to a Vlotnamue child during a 25th Infantry D !vision medical civic action mlulcn In T1ang 
Bong. 

Since arriving at Cu Chi Ja~­
uary 1966, medical teams from 
the Tropic Lightning division 
ha,•e treated hundreds of thou­
sands or Vietnamese citizens. 
Teams, consisting of at least 
one Army doctor and several 
enlisted medics, spend part or 
the time on each field operation 
"medcapplng." 

In addition, each division unit 

When not busy with soldier­
pallents. one or more or the di­
vision's 20 denlists may accom­
pany lhe regular MEDCAP 
learn. It is not uncommon for 
a dentis t to pull 100 teeth on a 
four-hour visit lo a nearby vil­
lage. Vietnamese oral hygiene 
Is very poor, and lhe problem 
Is compounded by betel nut 
chewing . 

SAY AHH-Thls VletnamHe girl more than obllged when 
Speclallst 6 Rick Myers of E'van,ville, Ind,, asked her to stick 
out hor tongue. Myers wa, on a 1st Brigade medical civic 
action minion in Tay Ninh Province. 

Medical Care & Malaria Pills 
Excellent medical care Is 

available for all personnel with• 
In the division. The 25th Medi• 
cal Battalion has a company at 
each base camp, and battalion 
aid stations are maintained by 
moJI units. The 12th Evacua­
Uon hospital is located at Cu 
Chi and the 45th Surglcal Hos­
pital Is at Tay Ninh. Sick call 
i1 held at all or these medical 
facilities. 

The 49th Medical Detachment 
provides dental service to the 
dlvlslon. Although excellent 
medical racllllles are available, 
tYery erfort should be made lo 
c,orrect all known medical and 
dental problems prior to depar­
ture from CONUS. 

Re q u Ired Immunizations 
should be completed prior to 
departure from CONUS. Cur­
rent lmmunltallon r e q u i, r er 
ments In Vietnam are: Small­
pox, typhoid and typhus within 
o.ne year; tetanus within six 
years; cholera and plague with· 
n six months; and a basic lm­
munlzallon for yellow fever (no 
lime limlt). Individuals are re­
, ponsible for keeping their Im• 

munltaUons current at all 
times while In Vietnam. 

Upon arrival In Vietnam, you 
will be required to take anll­
malarla pills weekly, every 
Monday. 

DDT spray, Insect repellent 
and mosquito netting are avall• 
able at each base camp and 
should be used for added pro­
tection. 

Training Readies 
Replacements 

A replacement tr a I n i n g 
course is conducted to insure 
that each replacement Is prop­
erly oriented lo and acquainted 
with his new environment prior 
lo parllcipallng In combat op• 
eralions. All officers In grades 
0-1 and 0 -2, warrant omcers, 
and enlisted men In the grades 
of E-1 through E-7 are required 
to attend replacement training. 
Other grades and ranks may 
attend but are not required lo 
do so. 

.._~ Vietnamese army interpret• 
ers accompany each team to 
the rleld, filling lhe gap be­
tween doctor and patient, while 
at the same lime strengthening 
the vlllager's support !or the 
government or Vietnam. 

BREATHE DEEP-An old woman's heart h checked by Captain 
Richard A. Brunswick of lho 4th Battalion, 23d Infantry, at a 
village four mllu northwut of Saigon. 

Uniform Is Fatigues 
Civies After Hours 

Fatigues are the nly duty uniform worn within the 
three base camps. Since one or two-day local laundry 
service is available, most personnel find that five or six 
sets of fatigues and two pair of boots meet their require­
ments. Subdued insignia, patches and tapes are worn on 
fatigue uniforms. 

While on R&R, leave, or TOY, the short sleeve 
khaki uniform will be worn. Sport shirts and slacks are 
considered appropriate off duty dress. However, it is not 
necessary to bring an extensive civilian wardrobe. Suitable 
civilian clothing is stocked by the Post Exchanges serving 
the division. 

Adequate laundry service is available in local 
laundries on and off the base camp. It is recommended 
that you mark your name on your clothing with a 
permanent ink markrr t.o facilitate identification while 
being laundered. 

Dry cleaning facilities in this area are almost non­
existent. The limited facilities that do exist are generally 
not up t.o stateside quality. It is recommended that you 
bring washable type clothing rather than those requiring 
dry cleaning. 

With more and more empha­
sis being placed on civic acllon, 
such as MEDCAP, 25th Infan­
try Division teams have In­
creased their activity. 

Home Is Where 
The Steel Pots 

Are Hanging 
The division is currently oc­

cupying three base camp sites. 
The largest Is located at Cu 
Chi, where the 2d Brigade, DI­
vision Support Command, and 
rear elements or the division 
headquarters are located. The 
Isl Brigade is located al Tay 
Ninh. The 3d Brigade base 
camp Is at Dau Tieng. 

In most cases, billets at all 
three base camps are tent kits 
or temporary frame buildings . 
A self-help bulldina program Is 
underway to provide more 
buildings with concrete noors 
and tin roors. 

Each unit maintains its own 
mess hall. Meals for officers 
and warrant omcers cost Sl.32 
per day, deducted from their 
monthly pay. Adjustments for 
meals missed are made at the 
end or the month based upon 
the omcer's certlllcalion. 
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You Are Here-You Want To Know Why? 
Why are we in Vietnam? 
Il is a common question, and 

one deserving of an answer. 
Answers are many in number 
and varied In opinion. One 
thing is clear however, and that 
is we are making progress, and 
at an increasing rate. 

Taking a look at some of the 
facts and what we are up 
against, we can see what we 
have ac~omplis~ed. 

Nowhere have the cornmu• 
nists taken the offensive more 
openly than in Southeasl Asia. 
There Is no nation In this area 
of the world that has not had to 
contend with It when making 
plans for peaceful development. 

Unlike the Korean Conflict, 
the communist lorces today are 
trying newer and more sophi·• 

sticated forms ol aggression. 
The nations of Southeast Asia 
are still weak miLitarUy and 
economically. Lell to them­
selves, it I• unllkely they would 
be able to resist the combina­
tion of external pressure and 
subversion from within. 

The view that America is 
acting as a "world policeman" 
is far from the truth. Only 
Asians can prevent a Commu• 
nlst Asia. The people are d.e• 
lending themselves ln Thailand, 
Indonesia and Malaysia and 
will continue with our presence 
in Vietnam and a knowledge 
they are not alone. 

Looking at It from a dUferent 
viewpoint. Hanoi Is •not a satel­
lite of Peki n g, but would 
Hanoi's rule over Laos or Cam­
bodia be any less oppressive 

Of Their Own Fee Choice 

than Peking's In Burma or 
Malaysia? The danger posed by 
alllance of Hanoi and Peking 
and other states made into their 
Images would be at least as 
dangerous to us tnd to other 
countries as any aingle mono­
lithic power dollllnatlng the 
same area. 

ASIAN SELF-HELP 
A number of fin~ regional or­

ganizations have been formed 
to help the peoplr help them• 
selves economically. But this Is 
not sulllcient weight. 

The leveling factor Is the peo­
ple's conviction that America ls 
wilUng to stand behind them 
and help them develop in the 
ways of their own choosing. 

The crediblllty of our support 
is one thing at stake in Vietnam 

and other areas of the world as 
well. 

What ls our enemy in Viet• 
nam? 

It is aggression, directed by 
the government of North Viet­
nam, the National Liberation 
Front and supported by com• 
muolJt governments. We do not 
say Hanoi is a satellite or Pelt­
ing, but they are allies, after 
the same goals by the same 
means. Actions toward Hanoi 
are reflected in Peking. 

This aggression ls supplied 
and manned by the government 
of North Vietnam beaded by Ho 
Chi Minh. He Is a Vietnamese 
nationalist, and also a commu­
nist. Because of this fact, be 
has made hlmseU the enemy 
of every kind of Vietnamese na­
tionalism not his own. 

He has set out to impose his 
will on South Vietnam by fon,e, 
alter driving 840,000 non..:om• 
munist Vietnamese out of North 
Vietnam and liquidating 50,000 
in 1955 and 1956. His loliowers 
have been trained and sent 
south while others have been 
relnftltrated to the north. When 
the-se forces were r el e as e d, 
their political actions and out­
right terrorism has caused the 
conflict to grow to today's pro-
portions. -

EXPWITATION AND 
THE CITIES 

With a history of chaos as in 
the case of Vietnam, any mod­
ern country will have disaffect­
ed people and dUficulty in es­
tablishing a central government 
based on consent. The commu­
nists are shrewd to use this· to 
advantage and skillful in linking 
political efforts to pop u I a r 
grievances. _ _ 

Through the use of terror, 
they have succeeded in bulldlng 

... and to create an elected government 
The vast majority ol the people of South Vietnam are determined to build their own luture under Institutions or their own lree choice. 
In the Declaration or Honolulu on Feb. 8, 1963, the government of Vietnam pled&ed "to lormulate a democratic constitution . . . In­

cluding an electoral law ... and to create, on the basis ol elections rooted in that constitution, an elected government." 
The people have refused to be deterred by Viet Cong terrorism and upheaval or conflict. 
Six times In lwo years, South Vietnam has taken major steps toward establishing a government fully responsive to the people. 

In May, 1965, nationwide elec- seats. 01 the 4.7 mllllon regis• headquarters dUTinJ the period. to the polls again, to elect a 
lions were held lor provincial tered voters, 3.5 million or 74% Some 4.3 milllon voters voted President and Upper House ol 
and municipal councils. On Sep- voted. The major organized Bl% or the reglsterod voters and the National Assembly. Once 
altember U, 1966, a Constituent labor confederation elected 13 more than 5-0% of South Viet- again the Viet Cong terror and 
Assembly was elected to draft of its 16 candidates and in cen- nam's 8.25 million population. intimidallon was applied. Some 
a new constitution. tral provinces, candidates as- This proved false Ille Viet Cong 5.8 million registered voters ap-

Then, on April 1, 1967, the new soc1ated with Buddhist organ,- claims to control over two- peared at the polls, a half million 
constitution went into effect. Na- zatlons made strong showings. thirds of the population and to more than the year before. The 
Ilona] elections were held for In 1966, after pledging at the be sole represenuttive of the figure comprised 57% of the 
President and Vice President Manila Conference .to strengthen Vietnamese people. entire voting age population. 
and the Upper House (Senate) the democratic progress by hold- After 170 days the assembly The slate of Chief of State 
of the National Assembly In log village and hamlet elections, unanimously approved a revised Thieu and Prime Minister Ky 
September of 1967. the government issued a series draft of the propo.ed cons ti tu- received 35% of the vote and tl!at. 

The Lower House was elected of decrees completely revising lion Upon approval by the of lawyer Truong Dinh Dzu )-e­
ln October and by the end of the structure and functioning of Ar.,;ed Forces Council on March celved second place with 17%. 
that month, ~e new President local governments. They pro- 27, Chief ol State Thieu put It On October 22, the Vietnamese 
and Vice President and govern- vlded for popularly elected vii- into effect on April 1 1967 democratlc election was com-
ment assumed full resl>!'nsibill- lage councils, which choose vii- The main form ot ~over~ment pleted. One hundred and thirty 
ties u~der the new constitution. !age chle!s and popu)ariy elected is a modified prealdential sys- fivo, men and two women were 

Additionally, local v_illage and hamlet chiefs with elected tern. A President is Chief or elected to the Lower House of 
hamlet ?fflcial e_lechons have deputies _ In hamlets with over State who designa•es a Prime the new National Assembly. This 
been gonrg on since April or 3,000 residents. Mi I d C ., t membership is widely represent-
1967. Despite mining mortaring The chiefs received new n ster an a awnet O man• 11 f both O I d I I ' ' age government business A a ve o na ona an oca 
assassination and attempts lo powers, among them a great bi I N 11 111 A • bl political interests as Jts mem­
destroy reglstratlon cards by part in the decentralization of ';l'mera I d a 0

; t J sdTmta Y bers come from local constifu-
the Viet Cong, the people re- levying,· collection and spending an an n epen en u c ry ancies 
main as resolute about voting as of taxes. Elections took place exercise legislative and judicial • . . 
in 1954 when one million people ln 984 of the 2,526 villages; a powers respec!Jve. . The transition from mllltary 
decided to leave the North Viet- 78% turnout indicated the The Assembly can override a rule of constitutional democrac)'. 
namese under Geneva agree- popular support. Presidential veto ul a bill by without bloodshed and in the 
ments. On June U, 1963, the govern- an absolute majority of the total midst or conflict is a~ unpr~ 

It is not easy lor people to be- ment decreed that elections membership of both houses. It cedented achievement 1n rapid 
come active supporters of th~ would be held !or 117 deputies can also recommend Presidential political evolution. 
government when they have been to the Constituent Assembly and removal ol any C•binet Minis- South Vietnam ls now begin• 
intimidated and terroriz~d by the each seat and the Viet Cong ters, Including the Prime Minis- nlng a new phase of history, 
Viel Cong lor years and when waged a huge propaganda cam- ter by a two-thirds total major!- one filled with promise and P~Ob· 
no government has been able paign of intimidation right up \Y· The Constltutl?n a lso contalns lems. The government is . un­
to adequately protect them and to election day. They attacked important provis1~ns lor protec- tested bul resoiv~d to continue 
enhance their well-being. communication Jines, blew up lion of human rights and ad- the democracy building process. 

When the province level clec- voter laden trucks, mined bridg- vancement or soclJI welfare. (Extracted from MACV Fact 
lions were conducted in 1965, es, detonated grenades a t vol- On September 3. 1967, the Sheet on political development in 
1,000 candidates contested !or 471 tnr places and !ired at district South Vietnamese people went Vietnam) 

an inlrastruclllre with deep 
roots In Vietnamese soil. Om:e 
this Is destroyed, vlcl<>ry can 
come. 

The events during the so-call­
ed Tet or New Year's Offensive 
show without doubt that major 
cities are the communist objec­
tive. Saigon and 38 out of « 
provincial capitals were attack• 
ed. The communists lost 38,000 
men, a tremendous blow. The 
attack's purpose was to weaken 
or destroy the government of 
Vietnam. This would have won 
the war, even with allied geo­
graphical victory. 

But the popular uprising nev• 
er appeared and the urban 
Vietnamese population clearly 
showed ii ts not wUllng to throw 
in with the communists. Hope­
fully, ·11 was a revealing failure 
but it was a failure. This ls a 
South Vietnamese war and only 
they can win it. Our aid has 
made "them more willing and 
able to do it. 

OUR POLICIES 
First of all, we are here be­

cause of the SEATO Treaty, 
which is consistent with the 
TT u m an Doctrine announclng 
our Intention to help the Uberty 
of peoples who wish to defend 
themselves. The idea of the 
Marshall Pian is also present 
in Vietnam, providing people 
with much needed economic aid. 

Some ask why we can't seem 
to win. The answer is, because 
we are not trying to conquer 
North Vietnam, or destroy Its 
government. We seek to stop 
aggression. 

Do we have a set policy in 
Vietnam? The results speak bet­
ter than anytll!ng else. 

Through our~ pre1ence1 econo4 

mlc~aid and our stand for the 
Souui Vietnamese people, !he 
Goyei:,unent..-<Jl' Vietnam .is be­
ginning' to fend for JtseU. It is 
calling up another 135,000 troops 
and it is going to take over 
more and more of the flghllng. 

We can level off our efforts 
now and In due time begin the 
process of reducUon. We are In• 
creasing thelr supply of M-18 
rilles, M-60 machine guns, M-79 
grenade launchen and mortars. 
We will remain steady no mat­
ter il Hanoi wants to fight or 
talk peace or both. 

WE'RE HERE BECAUSE: 
Why then, are we here? 
We are here to carry on the 

groundwork laid belore us by 
our soldiers, advisors and civil• 
Ian workers who have Initiated 
the roll of the ball of progress. 
Groundwork which has paid off 
demonstratively and In a posi• 
live manner. Vietnam would be 
a communist satellte today with 
Its neighbors and the rest of 
Southeast Asia under Kreatly ln• 
c re as e d pressures from the 
communists had it not beeo for 
our mllitary lnterventlon. 

We are here because the 
South Vietnamese have clearly 
Indicated they do not want com­
munism and will fight to keep 
tbelr freedom. 

We are here to assure the 
South Vietnamese and our other 
aUles that our promises will be 
kept. 

We are here to help them 
light !or their rights, with one 
eye for an independent South 
Vietnam able to defend herself. 

Lastly, we are here not to c;_on­
quer, to possess, or to subju­
gate, but to help a courageous 
people see positive results for 
their erforts toward economic 
stability and establishment of 
their own government, their 
own Jaws, their resource(ulne.ss 
and their lreedom and pride. 
(Extracted from speeches by 
Secretary of Defense Clark M. 
Clilford and Under Secretary of 
State lor Po l lt I ca I A!lairs 
Euiene V. Rostow) 
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Nickname: MacKensies Raiders \I/ 
Motto: Prepared and Loyal \17 
Organized 17 June, 1855 at Jefferson Bar­
racks, Missouri. Assigned to the 25th Infantry 
Division 15 February, 1957. Participated in 56 
campaigns during the Indian Wars, Civil War, 
Philippine Insurrection. World War II and Ko­
rean War. Has six battle streamers from World 
War II and Korean War. 

3d Battalion 22d Infantry 
Nickname: Regulars 

'Motto: Deeds Not Words ' Organized in July, 1865 at Camp Dennison, 
Ohio. Assigned to the 25th Infantry Division 1 
August, 1967. Participated in 18 campaign,; 
during the Indian Wars, War With Spain, 
Philippine Insurrection and World War IL 
Has three battle streamers from World War 
II. Presently composed of Headquarters Com­
pany and four straight-leg Companies. 

1st Battalion 27th Infantry 
Nickname: Wollhounds 

Motto: No Fear on Earth [i,J 
T[oRfNT 

Organized March 6, 1!)01 .it Furl l\kPhcrson, 
Georgia, Assigned to the ~~th Infantry Divi­
sion Fehruary I, 1!).'i7. Parti,·ipatt'd in 17 ram­
pnigns during the Philippine lnsurrcrtion, 
World War II and Korean \Var. llas six 
hattle streamers from World War II and Ku­
rean War. 

3d Battalion 13th Artillery 

Motto: Without Fear, Favor • 

Nickname: The Clan I 
or in the Hope of Reward ••· • 

Organized June 1, 1917 at Camp Stewart, El 
Paso, Texas. Assigned to 25th Infantry Divi­
sion April 1, 1960. Participated in 18 cam­
paigns during World War I, World War II 
and Korean War. Has four battle streamers 
from World War II and Korean War. 
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2d Battalion 14th Infantry 

ml 

Nickname: Golden Dragons 

Motto: The Right Of The Line 

Organized 8 July, 1861 at Fort Trumbull, 
Connecticut. Assigned to the 25th Infantry 
Division l August, 1951 to 1 February, 1957 
and 21 J une, 1963 to present. Participated in 
31 campaigns during the Civil War, Indian 
Wars, War With Spain, Chrna Relief Expedi­
tion, Philippine Insurrection, World War II 
and Korean War. Has one battle streamer from 
the Korean War. 

2d Battalion 27th Infantry 
Nkkname: Wolfhounds 

Motto: No Fear on Earth IJ 
Organized March 18, 1901 at Fort McPherson, 
Georgia. Assigned to the 26th Infantry Divi­
sion August 26, 1941 to February l , 1957 and 
June 21, 1963 to the present . Participated in 
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Nickname: Manchus 

Motto: Keep Up The Fire 

Organized 17 March, 1855 at Fort Monroe., 
Virginia. Assigned to the 25th Infantry Divi­
sion 30 January, 1966. Participated in 45 
campaigns during the Indian Walfl, Civil War, 
War With Spain, China Relief Expedition, 
Philippine Insurrection, World War 1, World 
War II and Korean War. Has 11 battle 
streamelfl from World Wars I and II and 
Korean War. 

4th Battalion 23d Infantry 
Mechanized -Motto: W~ ~erve ~ 

Nickname: Tomahawks 

Organized 8 July, 1861, at Fort Trumbull, 
Connecticut. Assigned to the 25th Infantry Di­
vision, 30 January, 1966. • Participated in 42 
campaigns during the Civil War, Indian Wars, 
War With Spain:, Philippine Insurrection, 
World War I, World War II and Korean War. 
Has 14 streamers from World Wars I dlld II 
and Korean War. Presently compos..d of head­
quarters Company, three Mechanized Infantry 
Companies and one Support Company. 

17 campaigns during the Philippine ---------------------. 
Insurrection, World War I, World Mail the Tropic Lightning News Home 
War II and Korean War. He seven 
battle streamers from World War II 
and Korean War. 

From. 

Alnnall 10, 

APO San Francisco 96225 

To:-------------

NOTE, Fold paper thru times, secure edges with 

staple or tape before moiling. 
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Area Of Operations: 


