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i::o, Co D/4-31 Inf, CPr John Whitteoar and CPI' Donald L. :Wineman 
. .. 

CO, Co E/4-31 · Inf, lLT Barr., L. B~on . · 

PJAtoon Leader, Recon Platoon, lL! Robert L. Williams · · · 
. . 

PJJitoon Leader, Mortar Platoon, 2Il' Charlff .?. A.~ J"('. 

1st Bn, lt6th Int 

. ao, Co B/1-&6 Int, CPl' .A.lva R. l:ing 

co,.·co D./l-1&6 Inr,· CPT Jesse C~ Sellarli _ 

. 2ntl Bn,' lat Inr . 

00, Co ;/2-1 r.ur·, CPf Dwight t, • .,,,.:f 
CO, Co C~-1 Int, C?f bdolph Yap . 

.. . . . 
~ 6\CftASI_ CRlA~ION1 ;, 

. . . 

4th Bn, 31st Inr, 196th LIB 
. . 

HBC (-), ltth BDJ 31st Inf . . -~ . 
. ··~ ·~ .. . . . l ·- . 

Co A• Wt Bn, 31st Inf ~ed t'6' 3-21 Int 2:f'.J.ug :~. 26 Aug 69) 

Co B~ 4t-h Bn, 3ist Int ~ · ~-1~~~ )d'Aug -~u 2 _Sep ·69) . 
• 3" 

Co C, 4th Bn, ~--Int · . 
. , ' ·,:f':' ' 

Co 1), lath Bn, J].et Inf <ft,_ 
Co I, 4th Bn, )ht . int . · · { .1· ·. ft . . ,:- . ·• , . 

Co A, 2114 Bn, 1ft i..:-. (OPCO'II ~ "1 !mt f l.wg tbru i S~ i69) . 

Co B, 2nd ·Bn, :i.t !zit_ ~OFC-~ to ..• .., ~'° A._,,it.1-u.t Sep~9)_ 

Co C, 2~ Ba, let Int (<>roON .~o '4J~· ~ ·15 A~~~ 21 Aug_69) 
Co ~, .1st -~, 46~h-Inf (OPCotl'.to 4~31 lnt~l.9 -'-lit t~ 27 A~ .69~ . 
Co ·o, 1st Bn, '-16th u.ir' (OFCotf ~o 4•ll Int 24 A.q thru 27 Aug 69) · 
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l . 

. ~ c..\:· 'JPPffii: 00 FIRES : 
'c:J ·-------

· fl) n.~ C ~- 3rtt Bn (l~) /Jlbd A.rtillF7. -~ ·, 
. .. . ·.r~- .·_. ·- ,--;, . • ~· . • ... 

(a) fttt 1a a di.Nit ~ ·~J~ 111.th 6 JtJ DIil ·WWSd 

-~➔• ~ J.ocaw • ~,..t1T9lf ,.,neut ~1ti(?ns -~ IZ . 
:.. .. t . -<I ' "· ~. ·.-, -:f· " . . ., 

~~rfil-(Jll· ~>• ·-"~;;~ ~~·,~~ in -dire~ 8Upport . 

,£·\tie ~-., :.;ti/~-:' ~.-•l'-'.f#el.44.ai' ia s~t or_}'D.~ _t, 
-~ . . ·. . ·. ·•. : ~,._,·,~- . •~•:~/ l· ,. . !'1:, _-t~""-

- ~Qer~ -~ __ 1'!;~ '6~{~-:' '.,_:~:~ _ . · -~~;\~, t,_ ;_. . 

<1> s6c(i ·•w · ·~ .. _·· • --~ ;_·. : · 
. ~ , . _. . : '';: .'it ,>· :,,,,:; : .' '.·-.· ·s~~, . 'f ;i~ f//1," •, ~- •• 3!tt V' •.,.',\ -1 •• ' •• l'$.p ;;~~;-~~ . :::~ ~~~= ~~~ f; •4:,i5~· .. ~: ~the •,'': 

... 
• I 

w-a.lJ.7k _Z,;~£l~l69 tbei- · .,,,·. • ;-~ll"~-, · 4ve ·· \!~~*~- ~i~' ·.~ ~ : , 
c-•) '.'l1~eiirt,rat.ioelli1:J . ~ -~Opnort.tmb,., . ••• · ..:ia~ion, 

• ,.,:_ • .• :' •',.. '\,.'-::•: C > ( . ,• • 

-~ i>!"1'Ct~ • •••---r fl'.le ~ 
tjr~,xmho'·iW,- a:'. ' .· ·•· 

;,,;"· •. , • ' .• · ;· .,. J.' 

iS llletff~ of ttlj,dlly:'. C: 
: -~ ~ 

T · 
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·, ·, 

,aver one« ea• ·--1 • 
. . ,.- ·, . . " . . . ~" . 
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4 

(2) &.ttery ,; (-), 3rd Bn (1.55T), 16th Artillery .. 
(a) This iii norrral.ly- a general .support b&ttery minus _with 3 

. . 

l.5.5mm towed Howitzer tubes located in relative:i,- permenant positions 

on LZ West. During this operation., this battery wa.s placed in a 
. . 

~eneral support reinforcing role in or~er to insure greater :resjon-
..... , .... 

siveness. They· are 9111.Ployed. in general support of the infantry 

units in the field., and in the direct fire and sell-W.UMination 

role on IZ West. 

(b) During the period 17 August through 3 September 1969., this 

battery wa.s extreme~ responsive, timely, accurate, am effective. 
. . 

They' fired scheduled fires, targets o~ opportunity., destruction., 

blocking, defensive, and illuminat~n _nd.leiom. · Maff3" .· of their targets 
. . 

were obtained and fired based on intellicence, · ~h from apnts ~ 

POi's. The upenditures during th:!11 -: pel'lod was , a(£allows:. 

TYPE 

HE 

WP 

SMOKE 

II.LUM 

!Ul9ER£!_ROUNM 

3926 ' 

436 

lJO . 

20 

(3} T_he total number or artillery roUJWI fired in support of t~e -~ 

battalion during this period is as follOIIII: 

TYPE 

HE 

WP 

. NUMBER OP' ROUNDS -
,. 
.... 
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. . . 

(l~) . snenv per:3onnel and/or_ equipment dest;ro,.ad/killed by supporting 

artillery is as follows: 

J. 7 A.ug-JSept; 69 

Mv1~11c . 

'3 TlKERS . 

159 

· ll Crew Served 

34 

l 

SECO~RI FIF3S AID EXPLC5IOR3 . 56 

(S) Organic 81mm and 4.2 Inch Mortars : 

. (a)" The 81Jin m~. orp.nic to each company. with:1,n . the 4th Bn, 

31st Inf ha.Te been coneolidated, and in conJuncti,on witli 4.2 inch • mortars 
. . 

of the l3a.tt&lion, positioned on LZ llest _and lZ Siberia. Hc,:wever, 

during this operation, it wa., :necessary to prOYide imnBdiate, close.:.in 

su-p:>0rt to the Mneuver companies 1n the tield~ But, ~ca.use of the 

intense close enemy fire, necessity for rapid 11109'8riient and mane-i.1ver; 

and hif".h daily te!"lperaturas _in the areas of contact, it was impossible 
. . , -

for a comnany to carry an 81mm mo~ secUon with them. Therefore, , ' . 

an 81mm. mortar section of 4 tubes .vaa sat up with the Bn forward 

+..actical CP. on hill U8 (vie AT 92CYlS9). !his placed these -organic 

!!lot-tars wel:1 within supporting ra~e -of all the ~neuver companies~ . 
~ . . . . . . . 

Their security in this location was a . problem since a .11 available in-

fantry elements were needed in the .-area or cont.act most of ·the ti.ma. ' 

'l'herefore, although not desireable, the aortars secured themselves ­

riuch of the. time; and only through -aggre.1sive leadership and efficient 

j;ONFID~NTIAII ] 
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util~ation of Perfi onnel was this accomplished. - f1un engaged _bjr enerey · 

sr'lllll a"."'TIS anc 1'10rt ars, tris section repulsed the onem;y and at ·'jhe same 

t·1.me, r ,iact~d quickly and accurately to all .rnquests ior fire. The 8J.nim 

a 1xl 4.2 inch rnortars remai~g ·on IZ West were able to provide close 

s,xpport to the action 1n the vie BT 002228. 
. . 

(b) During the . period 17 Aug 69 through 3 3ept 69, the 81mm mortars 

a"ld the 4.2 inch mortars were ·extremely reaponsiTe, tiaely, accurate, 

and effective. Their fires consisted or tareets of . opportunity, blocking, 
. •' . 

defensive, illumination, dietruction-, and navip.ati_on. . Even while sub-
I 

jected to counter-'lllortar fire, both elements consistently, quickly, .and . 

accurately ree~nrled to ail tire requests. .. ! ' 
(c) The expenditures for the peri~ 17 ·A-ug through . 3 Sept 1969 ~ere 

·fil:!!!! Mortars 

TYPE 

HE 

WP 

IWJM 

4.2 inch Mortars --
TYPE 

HE 

WP 

I1!.t!M 

. ' 
NUMBER OF -ROUNDS 

30 

NUMBER a, ROUNOO -------
l.694 

. 86 

272 

~~ONf,OENT\m'). 
. . 

_ ~· ~~~\;.~ ::•~~~,:~,e(. ,f~~f.if1~1?)t.ii~~·i;_f.- . . ...... ~-.: ,; 
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. . 

(i) Between the perio<L of 17 Aug to .3 Sep 196~ the 4th Bn, 31st Int . ' 

. l'"Elcieved · ~h nornal and eme.rgency air support front I.JS A.rll\Y Assa\ll.t · 

Helicopter Ounehipe, ~ A~ Medical Evacuation Helicopters, US Arnw . 

Li.rt Helicopters from the 71st Aviation CG111pany as lf8ll. as USAF and 

. US~C Tactical Aircraft. Preplanned, ok,,ylpllta, ·beacon drops; ~-direct 

airstrikes were utilised in l&rge quantitles, both !01' iml!lediate tactical 

support and preparation tor planned tactical •neuvers, Trans~tion 

· . requirements were filled both upon ftque.,. through the Bde S-.3 Air, and 

voluntarily by helic~e~ flying within~ area am J1Dnitdring em.er-
. . . \. . . . . '. 

~ney requests for 11.t't ~-nts. BoU1 Air Force PA9 . aQi Anv pil_otl . 
• • . ··I ' . . . . . . ~- . ·. ,:, . ' 

utilized direct cOllllllUldc&tiona thua a!f.,ting a great degree .of accuracy 

in delivering their _ordanance. Medical nacuation balJ.coptA,i-s f_'lew 27" · 

missioml throughout this period, drawing enenv t'1re dlli"ing practicall.v 

eTe!7 sortie. 
• • •• ~a') .• • , 

{2) Tactical air ~gete for· the pff1M of ' 11 Aug . f,o 3 Sep were hit. 

q~ a result ·or visual groum sight~ • . ·.i~.~eoei'fing ·.,_.ound ru-e~·. 
. . ,!- ·.. ·,· ,;;., : 

intelligence !ran Pai'ir and agents,~ i.,suppdtt of ~tack!,ng elemenw . 
~ J • .;~ • ' . • 

on prO!)OSed objecti"f'es. ETer;r Heitx FAC ~ng for the 196th Bde was 
.•-f • .. 

utilized d\ll"ing. this period• . , . . . · · _ 

. (3) The s~iea-, ~ -a~·~ ·or ·,~~i•iit, ·mil, ta~g~ ~id, 

and immediate ·acknowledged New.ts~ ~d bel.ow: 

soo m: 5S . , 

750 lb bo!ftbe- 15 tons 

.S_OO lb bornbs~B-.7~ ~ons 1,:.-1 . . 
:.. . .. 

·• •' ... 

.... 
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500 lb Napa.bl- 59½ tons 

2. 75" and 5" roe kets- 54 

20mm. IJannon- 241 000 rounds 
. . 

' in\: T•1e majority ~ere ,r.iven 100/100 or 100/?0. On one occasi-,n 

. the s+.rike w~s given a BDA of 70/60. 
. . . ~ ~ 

Tf':.T GRr~: The centen of. mass of the majority of the targets_ were 
. ... ... ·. 

located at AT 895260 and Bl' 01522$ 

RESULTS: 45 NVA I®. 

2 51 Cal Dest 

1 82mm Mortar Dest 

1~ Secondary Fires ·. · 

6 Secondary Explosions 

41 Structure.e Dest 

So Bunkers Dest · 

36 Metel"S Trench Dest 

(4) · During this period., a total of 31 skyapots were · dropped, ?'ai~ 

on intelligence targets or suspected ene~ locations for an.approximate 

total of 46½ tons of ordinance. ·Other than t.he ordinance dropped, add­

itional particulars are not aftllable. 

8~JMEL.tlGE~E: . 

a. Weather: During August, Southeast Asia was under the influence _ of 
. . . . :' . . .. 

warm weather. A t..ropical storm came inward from the South.;.china Sea on 

the eveninr. of 27 August resulting in. light rain and driszle during the . . . 

evening hours of 27-28 ·Au,7,ust . The .we&ther conditions d~ing the -opera­

ti..,n we:r-e r,enerally good . Extreme heat was experiencea ·1n the vall91 
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78 .degree3 in tlia late evening ·and early morning hourtr. 

29 fLu.g~ ri.in shNre~ and clou.dineJ_s exist~d dur:·.ng ,iho la~e _eveni~ 

to qarl:v 1.orninr. hours. Illum.1:nation ran1_7;ed from 11.1. o_n 17 i\ug to 1()(11, 
I 

,.,,.,_ '!A Aug. Fot- t.he yi,oot l)llrt, _by ea.rl.v marn1~ hours, therE' was .!ood 

cle:\r wAa:'-,her 1.J'I the valley wit,h a scattet"ed c~5.l.1ne of 2~0C'' -1300' and 

b. Terra:i.n: 
' ' 

(1) ., General: The area com,ists of terraced rioe paddies with ma.ey 
. . . . . 

hedgerows and heavy foliage throughout the area. The_ va_lley noor rises 
\i. . . 

gently frOffl. the norther~ portion to elevations of ll8 · meters along the 

southern limits. Slopes become steeper with bea~· vegit&tion along the 

northweste~n and so;thwaatern edges ot the ftlley. Route 534 str~hes· ' 

through the valley and 'is a high speed r _oute for the eneiv to U.'9e to 

resupp]J their elements. The Song Lau River rwi¢nc throueh- the Hiep Due 
' . 

Valley and the So~ Thu Bo~ River running tlar~ugh the southern portion of 
' 

the area of interest fi°"'. all year iong. Al\hough the rivers are w:n\El~ 

fordable in several areas, they do preaent an obstacle 'because of the 
' ' 

canaltsi.ng ef'tect on both 'friendly and e1191V' elements. · The rice ~nds 
. '/41, . • 

offer excellent t~ fair ft.elds ot f'ire-i The principle liaiting tact~s 

are the numerous dikes. The law hills are cll,.racterized by brush and 

grass .f'!-~ 1 to 4 meters bigh, and nor111~ ~is vegetation thickens 
. ,· 

< . 
with {_ncrP.ased elevation. · AU, obsern.tion "YVies trorn ~ll'lnt in the . ' .... 

; . ~ 

rice lands to po~ in the hearlly vegi1{ate, areas. 

(2) Cover and Conceallll8nti . The dikes tn· ,-the rice paddie lands . p!"lJvide 

~ood to .fair cover. Conceal."!18nt varies !rm .poor 1n the paddies to good 

• I ..Jr. f \ I 
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offer ·excellent. t'J fair cOYer and conceal.JOOnt. 

(3) qbsta.cles: The Song Tranh River forms ·an obstacle in the 
. . ... . . 

sou.tr·eJ'"{l portion ()f th-t valley. The ~dy dikes hind€(["the movement 
I 

-,~ wheeled vehicles and tracked vehicles • .- The dense vegitation and_ :moun-

-'-.a:.ns ~inder the rovement of root troope, tracked, and wheeled vehi.cles. 

(li ) Avenues of Approach: The · many strea11111 and -n.11.e,- .J.n ~he area 
~ . . ,. . 

. .. -. 
')ffer adequate avenues tor rut movement . in all directiom. Vehicie~t 

-'ire restricted to existing roads and trails. Track vehicles are re­

stricted only in areas of heavy vegitation. The he&Ti'.q lft>oded terrain­

of the mountains restricts lZ 's J _ however, the valley floor affords nl.UIW3:r-
. -~-

0 1.lS large IZ 's • 

(5) Effects on enemy- courses or Acti~n: The mount.ainoas te"'8,in 
~.f ' 

~avors the enenr.,s employment of :. defenaiw and 'evasi;nt tactics._ !he · 

e~m;v is knowlede9ble of the tet~ and trail.8 network which provides 
. . 

a direct advantage terr evasive action, _ harraasing actionJ &!1<1 rapid . 

withdrawal. The mountains .and f'oothills in the area also 1Jrov1~ con-
.. 

1itions tar -the establishmrmt ot good early warning systami. 

(6) Effects on Friendly'_ ColU"Ses of Action• Ground vehku.lar move­

!'11Bnt is llnd. -ted to existing roads and trails. Track vehicles are re­

stricted o~ to areas of heavy vegitation~ Friend~ foroes must ·rely 

heavi~ on urial res"PP:l.1' and 'en.euation • . The f'lat rice lands provide 
good aerial observation and f'a«Jilitate· reinforcement by- _ f'rie~ly forces. 

,.. . ... 

rtoNnDENTIAU 
·',; · ' ' . 
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· ~ 
00 

--_,,,,,, 
<"' 

I . 

<p~~ 

e. EneflQ" 

. -. (l) .l va ilable intelligeDCe hldicated that t.he •• i"orce& ~re . in 
. . . . . . . : :> ::;~~ . . . . .. 

a period of rest and re~itt'ing _trom prerloua •~.,;-"with friendly 

.fo~es . Therefore,' the enarv vas expected t.~ avoid comae~ 'dless his 

base area was threatened. The area around the Song Tranh ltiTer ·located 
. : . ;" . . . . :_ . . . -~ ~, ., . . . 

in the Bout.barn port1Qn ·_f/4 the AO had lozw been aa. iJltenl:ltatit, en..,.- sup-011° 
~ . 

. .-

. QK.3"7 'l'rans Bn _(NV'A) 

vK-38 WA ~ed Bn 

~K..Jio ~!A '.!::ng Bn 

3:r.f. "'T'TA: Regt lJ:2 
. .. 

" ~••(.\-.;.(",.:\.l~ ,,_;,~4;1 

200 

too 
·, 

.!O() . 

. 1eq ' . J, . . 

. i .,,, :~_··:_~",~·;_ ~ ::: 
-----------'-'----

. ~ "r.-'~~- .. :,i/ 

~\: 



lst NVA Bn 

. 2m ·.N'fA Bn 

3rd NVA 'Bn 
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. ' ·· .. 

Bl' l517 

·Bl' 0820 

: 1..'lt MP' Regt HQ 

Bl' 0612 

BS 3993 

·ss.3m 

BS 3396 2S<> 
·•·. • .. ~ 

90th MP' Bn· . BS ·2,93 tl.0-: , . 
• · # . ·i •: ; :: •, . '!ii'. ·. ~~f . .-: . ,-.~,::. -?. 

(4) It was . ~i'.i~ ene11T had ti. -~ oalJlllblli~:- , 
. . ·. . . -<~~·i. . . . . . 'ff . , . . _-r:f :~ '1 • 

. · {a) Conduct an. attack with one B4i-at'!.:and one _ twi. Mortar Bn . 

within the A.O. 'f 
. ,, . 

{b) Reinf'orce at.tack. with ·• BM ·!r.p/l_,n Bn~ !IV4 iA Bn* ' and . ) .... 

NVA RR Bu. · , };r :~j( '.,:. . ·,- :, ,'•t•: '<~ _ ~-
(e) Condut '~~ am ,~~~tiom. ·.-· 

. . . ~/-.: . . . . ~- . . . . 

(d} Detendiq Jdi,f_baae &Ha .fl'Cllll ~ortitied pGIIJitlons. • 

{e) Wlibir&v ~o :d ·a~a:am aoi&i n-indll r~. : -:~- ', ., .. . , • .. , .. 
{S) Location t1r· i-.~ eni!Ni,y-, during the •ra1.ton: · . ~ . .... , --

(a) The ~ ) tacatio~ ~ o.W·ct dd1ag. ~i-tlevith . 

· ~ 3rd (3,_..) . WIA. lfkill toroe ... ~~~i.1t~•:1~ (C .. r of ~) . . 
• • • . :. . ~ . . ·-~-; •""I-;. . . .. . ·.: • • 

(See A!fm A•'Map dd ~t.i~-~) . ;:. . i . :,_-, · ... , .. · ·., 
. I • '1. ., :t- ;.i . • . ·-. . •. I.., 

(b} . The geneKl ·1~~t1~<it c0fl6i1:i .':-ra,tt'1 _,it.~rm5lri'i~ . 
1 ' • r • • " ·l • ~ • ::, • , 

the 1st IV.A. Kain Foio-·~~ * 41' ,38266.· (Cept,m- of ~) ... 
• 1J. . • · ~·. . • ' •. :. .\· :{~ • . • • • 

(See AfflEX. A- M&p and. ~doll Oterla~) '"" 

,{_~!Olft . . ; , .. , ... ---~ ~ . . -~ . . ' . 

· T~ 1.ith Bn, 31st Inf 's ~ . ~i ccmdate of sec~ the reaettl~ 
. . .. ·. ~'!y1~. +..c:·: • 

'?.181:tt, ":liJJtriet of Hiep Due. from the eocroa.obfflem: --~ VC/lf'{A. rOJtoes. Inberettt 

i.~ thi"' '!'d.e~ion is 1.he tas~ t~, f:ixing., and 4~;oy111g arid/or 
. . . l . o~ . 

. . . . . . ·l ·_..; ft: . : <,.-. :,. .S . . . ... .. ··~ 

· ' .. t 4,ff:''f?J':';;.11,tf•¼ ~ il-, Jf/'.t'.. -~-
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. Wf(FIDENT~~~ ·;· 
• ' ., ,s i .. 4 • . ..... • ' • : ...,, ::. r,,I . 

ca.pt~ e~ .f'qrcea am e~~-·w1thi,n the ~t.alJ..oa:"'3l. 
i O • • • • •• • • • .; •< 1 i ••, , t•\ :,: • • • • • • • .' • •, I • • 

. . . lc4_0)CON0EP1' .!!, OPIRA.TI'>l: ·, (S.. ·UMII:· .1. ·~~~ Oferlayw) 
. - ~. •., ,, ' . .,c • 

- · • • ! ·,~HT" ~~ Int, "1'ollCh a -~ f ;i. att~ift ~ . ..-0 

, ;;,-.,;;::~;,, ·· lo _·-t~:, t~•-•~ _~hstro,- iBlil~• toro•>~ ~~AT 89S264 and BT 01$22~ .s . 
:•,·•_ .. ·' iWp;im~ 11060<Jl ·~wpt 18'9,~;. -~~,: o,f::fiNe:~,..¥;·~ c~t·. ~, .· 

• ,• • . • . '••~r. .. :./:: I•(,'\•; •·.-.:.-,,.:•<' • , -/~if -.;.:';:•_ ·.t\ .. \i •- • •• • 0 
·, . :. ·.:, /4l.t~IXECU1':t0lf: ... ., . ·-: . 
' ~ ,b;t:>tt.; . " · . : . ,·· ·.. - - . . . 

<)"-.$~:;: ,,',,~t • (a) · Gemral: •Dlffe.t: ~f.~:1o! ti. ·.~th h~ 3)J,t··~ ~ ,paaopatwiU:.r 
:, .. ·~;. .A,?-~- .. - • . • .. • '-: ',J': , •.• . ,. ''\f ·' ;~ . . . :,~·;,..-.. ..-·; . ~,~1-<1. -~:1-oth ~s· at .,o~ tor ~~ Y"aJ"• . The -~ · ~~-~O! :·.. , 

• -,characterised b:,' c:~~ ~olltag .,.......,;,.efplMoon or --..'UEIJ' 
t . . . . . .• ' · ,.. •. 

· sue ur,ite. · Hoir&Yer, f ai- a .,. ~ pr1.- t,o .t.bJI 1zd.\ial. eontact., this 

Batta.lion bad two oompa,nies C· ... 'tted t.o .a ·~ miasion to the nort,h 

/t · 1~ ~ '?A<"ai, Yieinit.y ~ -970))0~~. ·On· 12 A11pt 196,,, ~ ~ 
' ··' " . . ,} 

mission vaB te~inat.ed and the whole Batt.alion again began working ui nonm.1 . . . ':" . . , ' 

TAt;R . ·. Betwwn 12 Avgust 1969 and l"T: Augaat 1-969, the -~talion,., JJl"Dllll"i.~y .... .• - '[', .' . . ,. 

. ! • I • f • -,. ' 

c<>~e!"l'Mtfi with ·po114ing the batt.letteld aro~ LZ V.91; fol;J.awin~ the at~ek. . - .. . . . . . . 

· -~ 11 August 1~9 '{See .A~ B) •. . The-~~ the Bat.talion waa enga~d . . :•. . .··, "'.' .,_. ' . .·. •'· 

· in ·snail unj.t ~t1'0lling_' n,;,rtta ·ot 'the Hiep. n. ·t ... ].led :P'ire Zone ·and 
. "'~ ,.. . , 

, ., . ' . 
. belav LZ Siberia. During the c•.-W ot pOl~q the ba$,'net1eld ar.ound LZ 

. . • . ,..1:. ·,: •. ,. . .. ~-~.._.: :~'. ·. :X· . . . .. . 

West , D Co, h/31 Inf engaged an eneiv !orce vhic.li later turned out to be 

.. ' 

. . 
the 31st WA Regaent. This •aing engageJlll811t took place on the 11th of 

' . 
. . . 

. ag-ast 1969. The following day, 18 Aup.;ust 1969, B Co , 4/31 Int, wii:L . 

sea.rchinp, i' or a rice cache riortbeast of Riep Due , -.rle contact .. ii t.h 1'1i'ta 

later proved t.o be ele111&nts or the lat MF NVA Regiment . Hoth Re ~illen~; s 

oarent .init ir the 2nd NVA Division. Overall, the eY.ecut·1..on or 'tic -1.mtire 
~ : . . 

with various off&Mive naneuvers including frontal., flant:i,ng, a.nd enc:i.rclari\' 

attacks. 

("'' '.CONFIDENTIAII 
. .. \ 

-
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(b) S-pec~ic: 

, DECLASSIFIED 

t,~ool)'NNOS:zs,YJ 
'rJy V/2.J~~P.A 0:: le 0_g£ 

. . 

f; ixJNFIDENJlAII,,_9 

.· 17 A.~t 1969 (See ~ttac11ed Overlays-A.nnex A). 

· At 16,5 ·hours H Co ldlled J VC/WA ·at BT 005229 and:whih checklng out 

the P.T"ea they c~me 1.mder heavy fire. The initial exchange ~ fire . reaulted 

in l "£ r.IA. and 1 i.B WIA. Contact was broken ao:! Co D preps.red to receive 
. ; --~ . . •· . . . ..... ;•\: . . ' . 

:reSUpply. · As the resupply tibip ~ttler 26) •pproached Co D th~.:w~ .. ~ken 

uooer intense enemy f~e whieh resulted 1$ both piiot.s being w~: They 
• • ,~. -· . • .• --t' / 1 ~ • ~1~ . ·<· ' "' 

Mfi:rw.~ to n,- t.he aircraft lo ~'.'-Center where both P\1,ots were ~evaced. ; 
. ·. . ... .,, - _.., ____ _ .. 

. ' ' - ~ -~ " "}I.I ~ .. 
. A:t- 1900 hca1rs Co D. &g!1n ma.de. eont.act . witll the •nenw and amall ar$!1 t"l.Nf;: . . ,. 
. . . . . ., . .' ;cJl.,.,, . : . .. . . . . ., ·• / . 
,wa.s:"ex~ reiul~- in 1·~ uf KIA and 1 t5 m. At 1930.hP8 '~V' 

' ~ • --; .. • • • • ip. ~ .... . " '-.• ~-

b~ole · contact a.a:. _.;ed to their '°P• A •daTaa · was .-ranged rorl1rst: llghti,.._ 
. ;, . · {' lr · ·. ·,·, ~--

~sults:'.· l OS m; 3· !JS wu · and 1· us MIA. No other contact' was - hr. any ,, , 
.- f-

of ~r~ COlllJ)B.ni8Se 

18 Au.~t 1969~ (S~ ·attached .,Omtla;;.- A'.+x .1)' 
.. , .. 

At 1335 hours Co B/4-31 ,Inf' Jade . oon1.act' &~ AT 947278. 'The' a;:om:ra * -
£. ... .. ,J 

~ ... ' . . . . 

(";8';118 under ~vy 'smarl arms, · ·mortar am RPO rw and they . sutf a:- eel : 6 tB 'lfrA '•tr 
, ,. r , • • . 

At 1430 hours Co B began tat1:ng _ _.VY' e- fi~ from ~...gl 
~irebirds ;n station in)i~t "of C6-B, · received ~O -..} t~ Co JJ 

• ~ • • i_l; " • . . . ~ .. '. . .. :, -~~- -~~~ ' ( -
re~ined in heavy conliract atd ~C<)ntimied t,o'.~f'e~:casuJ,t.iee. 6ne 

•' :. . ' ~ J~ i,/ ; · 

·· pJ.ac.oon or Co C was diepatchia to:',Co B FAe ?einfClt'eemente. Cc, B raained ·1n· 
... . . ·'. . : . ~ . ' t..~- -. i. ~ . ,: t i,: • ; 

cont.ar:t, '-Uld airstr1.ke8 and ll8den.cs were . requeat.ed. .t.t 1840 ~ &n0&1r- ; l ' 

. ' . ,, . ..•. ·'·fa, '•. :_ 
strike began and the jets recettitd heavy aaounts of ~ a~ fbi;- vtth . · , 

ne~t.5 ve r&Sults. At 1930 .,. • 1119devae ~s 1't.tempe/ed .. vi:'11 gimlh1p -~~, 
., _t • 

b,1t -rl\Ued because the medevac ship was hit a nuMber ~ -time• a~ ~ey were 

At 203> ~~i~~!~~~1'.' .... !119de¥ae ... ,~"empted; thie one 

· ~ ~ toNff O ,. Tt.AlT ·~. · · 
I; 
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Authoo;y AW Sj 3,-)Af.J 
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--

to':1DENT\All 1J•. 
t .,.,,,. •• ~ 

bt1i~1e S1lMessful and 8 i.5 WD\. wer~ extrEicted. At 2015 · hours '·:,he 3rd pla:toon 
. .~: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

of r.o -~- linkeri ·.1:1-P llfith f':o ·B and· they moved :t.o their N:)? . · 'r~tal casualties 

for Co B consisted· or9 ·.t3 KIA. , 20' IB r,fIA'- and 1 lit Carson KIA . Spooky wa.;; 

~at1ght on station and _ renained on '.station tbroughout the night to s,:l.r,port 
• • • • • 

B Co. ·!3 .60 accounted tor 9 WA K~ .. , l AK-~() and 1 AK-47 capt~d in toda~ ~, 

act.ion. 
. . ,, _,. /,_ .: J 

At 12to.:..•.~, B7 00h22),i Co D !!$Bda contact· with an esti.-riiated COl'!(>any 

. .. ~ )°' ;;_.. 
size . enA,:V- force. .'J'he enellzy' w:as well e(luiped a~ nug in. ,.,o re-,. ... ~d 

-·~· ,. 
I 

2 "~ K~\ A.nn c, ·s WI/\. . ,\rt Ulery and ew,ships we;9a directer! into the . . 

area. D•trin.r: the Afternoon Co D continued to rianeuver on the enel'!tV' but 

· a.t, 1~35 1-iours, were fo~ed t,o pull . back a~ regroup with a total of lS ·J3 

'.tT!.f\. and ,i ri; KI\ and · 1 T~ ':TA. At 1735 hours all 14JA I s were extrac1tf~d 1$·31' 

· cn!lta.ct. wa~ · teM:1orarily brok~n. At. 1925 hours, the c omp.'lm,r be~an recef.v :tn • 

,ort:,'lr fire which was followed by a ground attack fron the u, S , E and 
' . ·' : . 

, 

-..rt,h t.he !'!&in attack corning frorrt t,he e~st • . The ene:1v was _ usinP, lllllLcr<. 1,:: 

' :I-79 an<l .\K fire . The attack-was repelled and Co '"1 su!'fered 2 JS trt an.,: 
. . 

3 ·;s WIA.. . Shadow was reou.ested a :1d was on st.ation aLl. night . in dup.,,,ort o.::: .... 
:;_, 

· Co '!) . Co n had a total of 52 INA KIA 1 s in todays act ion. ~ Co frorri '2 i.L 

1.nf arrj.,red at IZ r:Yest at lOOOH and will proceed to r,hc relie :-if -:r-. D 

h/31 Inf tot11T1orrow . 
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0ECLASSIFIEO 
t,util~t';/JNOSJ3i.YJ .. 
By l//2J~P.A Daie ~ 

19 Aug 69 (See ·attached Overiaj;-'.nnex ·A ) 

Co D remained in ~heir NDP this 111orning to provide supporting fires 

.fo~ Co C/?.-1 ~nr and the ins9-rtion _or' 3/21 Int. ·At 0715 h~s ·nefensive· 

· Tareets were fired for Co D l;ieaauatt they were receiving heavy s111811 arms · . . . 

and automatic weap~ns fire. The fire was · cOlling from the E and NE and · · 

after mo~ and ar~illery were fil~d on the area, the small _ama J'i.a 
·, -~( 

ceased. A link up with Co C/2•1 Inf was effected at 1200 hours. No. 
,1, .. 

contact 1ras ma.de during the a.tternoon and the 2 companies set up a NDP 

at -~ 004225 . At · 22L.O hours JDPvement was heard on all sides of the peri­

meter and at 225$ houris both companies_ received heavy incom~ a~totie.tic 

weapons fire and RPG rounds , resulting in l IB KIA and 14 ~ WIA • A Shadow 

1 was requested and came .on station at 2310 hours ._, \:b.li#, rc"ceived small 

arms ru_-e fr~m the E, S, and W. At Ol.L.O hours a Medevac was complete(1 

. extracting · 10 IB WJA .. 

. Co B was airlifted to rz· :S_iberia and replaced by Co C/ti-31 In! :.his 

morning . One platoon at Co _c· s'e.ized OBJ X, Hill 118 - (AT 9'20259 ·; and . a 
. . ' 

sectio~ of . 81nm ~ortars was diapl.a.oed .from IZ Siberia to Hill ll8. The 

mortars· from E Co 4/31 Inf will be used in direct sup:,ort of L.' .. .: ne· .ver 

elenent~ . Co B/1-46 Inf became O~ON to h-31 Inf effective af<·,er t."l.e:r 
. ' . 

were airlifted .to I.Z Karen. This airJ,.ift was complet,ed a t l30Q. ,~..i~- • • ~o 

B/l-h6 Inf conducted a link ~P ~-rit.h Co C/4-31 Inf and f'UJ'ther -~ ~. .. . ~ ·."' 
I 

.. .... 

CONflDENTIMf'\ ·· 
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Au':hc-ri°'f AW8>:Z ~.Y.J 
9y'l)/l./~P.A Dale~ 

17 ·. 

20 Au~ ·f>9. (See attached Overl.ays-Jmnex A) 
' . 

~o R/2-1 Inf br·came O?JON to 4 .. 31 Inf. Co Cfi~•.31 Inf and C<> B/l-1i6. 

. . . 
:-'as c- onductin~ platoon size patrols and the lit p1.atoon rec9ived sr,a.11 

• • • • t 

·1.:rms iire at. 1020 hours resulting i~ h 1.5 WIA. at AT 93827~ .. ,fhe -.l.ft ·,.·· · . 
-~ ' . ·, 

1-:';:!.toor. continued to receive small anns fire from 3 directionn S., ·E, and 
: • • • • • f • !-
. ' 

1 q,nd were unable to naneuver. Blue Ghost came 0n station i~ sup?ffl of 
. ~ 

Co C and received small arms fire while stapporttilg Co-~ ."A~~l.;$ hours·, ,; 
• • I • .. ~ :1: .. • ;•-, '•< • • 

:.st --,1a.t0on closed with the remainder. of eo C and for111ed a .61.ght defensive 
• ~ I .• 

.,..,.,sition. It was reported that the enemy ns on all sides ot. Co c ' a.nd · '-« 

--~ ,sin~ -in. At 1510 hours the ·co of c ·o c and five oth.;. perSonnel.>~ere 

;ound..:)d and the enemy was oni:v 30 to 40 meters f'rom the C1'. ·Blue Oh~st 

. was c~lle1 in close to Cc:, C in order to break the enensy•e ~attack . ·At 
4 

1~2() hour3 the enemy ceased fire but remained 1D close and at 1$4S hotlr8 . . ' . . 
the Blue Ghost received extensive ·groum tire while .supporting Co ·C. At 

. . 
lt'i5 hours Co C received inoom.ing mortars _ _-and Co C suffered a number of 

-~ V:.\IF. . Co C pulled ~ck to regroup and to ettect a link up ~th Co B/l-u6 . W 

and the COl'!lpanies co~laagered atlT 92027?• 'Jhi~ enroute to the NDP . 

a. :119devac was effected and J.h ·us wlis for Co C/!i-31 . Inf' were evacuated . 
I •• • 

. . 
'J,, C suffered l.i KI.~S and 2 MIA. a.~ 21 WIA today~ Enemy- casualties are 

• .... 

1') Co/h-31 !nf moved back into the area aro1md Bl' 004229 and NOOTered 

; ·TS ~'!'.111. antl all KIA !Torn D Co were ·extracted. D Co/4-Jl Inf and C Co/ 

'2-1 :nr se~ ,l!' a }'!JP at B'l' b0h22S • 

. coNFIDENTIMI~ . 
i ·.::.;.· .• ;~~~--;:·~. 

·--------------
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· \ gJNflDENTIJ\U . 
-"N,.~ 

A_n AO- extension was granted a~ ·the 2/7 ~es _will begin mo~ing 

f'l"om m 0li0.307 to BI' 000273 1.~ an $:tfort to .trap ~he eneey between the 

2 American r orcee. . . , 

B Co/1-46 Inf picked up _10 U3 }~ of B Co/4-31 Inf from action on 

18 Aug 69 and wm secure them until they can be removed • . 

., · . . B Co/2-1 Inf was OPC<m ·to 4-31 Inf I airl:U'ted to LZ Karen, and :->re-
. . I . . . . 

. pa~d ·to link_ up with Co. B/1-46 Int' _ ~u Os ~/4-33. I~ on 21 Aue 6~ •• 
.. ' 

·. 21 Aug 6~ __ (See t-ttached 0Ter~..A.nnex A) 

. . At 0510 hours a -trip_ flare on ·the perimeter of D Co ·went off and 
. ~ 

was engaged with mortars and small arms ·fire. At 0625 the enemy fir~d 

. RPG 1s but they fell short of t,he perimeter. At 0630 C Co/2-1 Inf e_ngaged_ 

l ~NVA ~nd killed him a~o capturing 1 AK-47. ~t ~55 Co C/2-1 Inf reported 

two more NVA KIA •s · and 1 AK--47 captured along · with 2 full magazine~ -a~ 6 /:" .. . 

/ · Chicams. At_ ~700 hours, Blue Ghost came on station and r _eceivaa· small arm?, • 

fire and at 0800 hours Co D broke contact. D Co/4-Jl Int was aiTlitted to· 

LZ 1-~~st a.nd A_. Co/4-31 Inf' was inserted into D. Co 1_s previous l()Cation. .. . 
At 084.5 hours Co B/2-1 Inf moved to· C_"o C/4-3_1 Inf to effect a link 

up whirh was successfully c011pleted at 1000 houre. . 

At 0900 and 10.55 hours LZ West received 5 incoming 122mm rockets wi.tr. 

ne~tive damage . · 

The 3rd· Bn 7th Regt Marines continued to move westward i.'1. r~ids ti.T 

%28, AT 9626 ark! AT 9622. The Marines made heavy. conta.c~ with a.utoma:tic 

and small anns fire: Results · unknown. 

·-¾ 
·coNFIOENT\All _ :}. 

I I 
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Au'if1~i'j tJNO S-z 3'!:U 
8y l/11.Jk~P.A Date~ 

B Co/l-h6 Inf and C Co/4-31 Inf ~ecured OBJ M ·(AT tlJCYl79) and OBJ N 

(AT 942276) re~ulting in 103 NVA KIA • . B Co/1-46. Inf, B Co/2-1 I~ ano 

' ~o/h--31 Inf set UJ• a combined _NDP at A:T · 921259. 

r.\t 1600 hours A Co/!,-Ji Inf and C Co/2-l Inf became omoM ·to ·3/21 Inf 
. .... ~\ 

::i,r,r1 3/?.l '!:nf' assumed control of the battle with the 31st ·NVA Regt' to· tl;ie ., 

3"2 of L"'. West. 

22 A. 11a,- f.9 (See a ttached Overlays-Annex A) 

At 0615 hours Co B/?-1 Inf, . Co C/b-31 Inf a1ld Co B/1-46 Inf .._gan their 
. . · . . \G ~:_. t.- . 

. move from A 'l' 93.~258 to AT 920259 ,· lef't at stagg•red intervafa ,. ••'.. begaii sweep-
• • • • - '. .. ~.~ · :.-"\"~ p 

~-tr t o the ·northwest _in the attack . All companies departed ~se lino 11~ · 

,_..~om ~T 935258 to. AT 920259) at 1005 hoUN under covet- ot artillery fire . 
. . . . ;! 

"'o contact ~.ms made· a.s the compani~s swept through their areas ,~ Co B/ . . ~ . 

2-1 ·:rnr received mortar anrl S1!18,ll arms fire f'rOlll AT 942273 at 1230 hours. · . · 

1:.1."lShips 1.n1 Artillery were called in and Co B/2-1 :Inf ~uffered 12 WIA 's and-

1 i'._:m. • A. t 13 25 hours · a dustof:f was effected and 'contac-t w.s broken~ A 11 

<' "½--:\"1.ies closed to their NDP at 1700 hours in order to set 1n adequate 

defe::,ses. 

: nteJ.J.i~ence reports from Hiep Due imicated a probable sapl")er attack 

on - ~ 1iberia and ~rtillery was fired on the Nported grids , 4 secondary 

· exnlosi.ons were rP.-o,rted . ~fonitored enemy radio transmissions indicate a -. : 
JJtrpo. ~moant of SU".>'"llies are being shi'ooed from the ·north. It "!.s estimated 

t h~+; ·.te .!I.re in cont.act with 2 re~imenta1 · size forces . 

~ . 
i. .-~.-·~.,;.,:;~;~\)''~, ... ..., .. ~i·:-~:.~-.,._;~-i~-~~~~-~~'."."~~~J{ -~•~-4.:;r,f,7.~J.':I_ •',, • ,. •:,~},;~ / •-.:' l 
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f WNflDE~T\All 
~ -....... •-·• • , .. ·20 . · 

.F'\ .· ., r 
\ . .-, 

.• 

.f 

" 4 . ' \ ~ . ...,.,.:~s o.f incomin;.~ 112mrntr,ortar rounds r-)sultinr~ in minor· ·,.1rIA 1 s . t-nQ ] lrcllTl 
. ..... .... •,. 

:,ortai-s retnrne~ the fira u:1in~ . the grids picked up by the counte-r-mort~r 

~ar;"..1r ·,n IZ ·.1i,st (AT 990251) . }!ill ·ll3 continued to receive sporadic ih-

. . 

\t 1010 ho1u-s 2n 1-:ar-lnes were located in a blockin.e poeit1ofi"'from 

.\ .... "'7':1279 to .~T Cf72260 and they a.re_ conductin~ patrols to the ~est . 

\ t .11100 hours an element of the Task Force h/31 Inf , Co :B/1-46 · Inf 

~-, ··le c·0ntact wit,h ?.n estir.\9-ted platoon of -~rJA . They received heavy, small 

· - ,r,'. ..... i't"e , · a.utOT!l-~t ic wea:-pons a.ni!l RPG fire resulting in 2 J'S W~ ! s ~ Il Co 

:i:::.:lec :!..l N\T' -lurinS! this encounter and an urgent rlustoff -was c~.lled to 

ev~cu"+,f' the ,.rounded . The d,wtoff. was completed at 1525 hours . 

·. t- 1t;oo ho,~ Hill llR again came ~der enemy mortar fire and Blue 

-·~-::-~ ih.He s,:,otter1 pos s ible mortar 17,rids and engaP,('d them ~dth unknmm 

,-1. t ?:)20 h.0urs LZ West received 6 incom~'! direct fire roun'7s (82mm 

'R.ecoiles::, Rifle) r <.; sulti.nc in 1 US WIA . It ,:as decided it was a direct 

~·_r-·~ b~r observine the fl-4sn and time of flir~ht before i?rtpnct . ·tire was 

-rr:?·•_ '::-:Yied by the 155 1 s from LZ :Jnst a.nci the h.2 inch r.i.ortars and the fir inc~ 

r--toNFIDENTIAU 
"" 
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( 

( . . 

f ,ofif_\_~~~l~~- ·~ 0 . 
•"'-,n ,._ ., , .. .. ,,_~- . 21 

0 n~~~-i a force of 20 l-TVA resultinr, in 2 U7A KT.A. anr'I 1 fi.K-h7 c~;\urmi ~ 
...... . 

' ~ 1100 hours Co B/2-1 Tnf r~ceiv ~. incorri.n~ mort:1rs b 11t sustairied no 

:'"1'? 2/7 ~~rines are loc4ted at AT 968279 and will securo from. the!"e . 

: "i:" -Y-?ters St,! . They_ will be actins as a _blockixig _force and 88C'\lr1ty f ;orce • . 

\t 1300 ho-.rs , Co C/4-31 Inf recovered. 10 bodios of Hil at AT 940275, 
. -.~.: ... 

l;:-~1-,ncrinc-: t.o Go B/h-31 .Inf (these bodies had been secured earlle~. but l.Qst 

J r· Ltr:!.n-: ::ont:ict' . :o C evacuated these borlios to Hill U8 where . tbiy wer~ . -;;, 

•):<:tractPd · to 1raves Re~istration at LZ Balrly. At 1500 hours Co B/2-1 Inf 

'"-"' ~r.i.n 't4P.ceivin"'; incominr, emall ~nns and mortar fire at AT 94??70 an:i they . . 

- ,1-r:re,..ac' S U~ 'IJA and 1 m KIA . Mortars from HUl .118 firert iri su;,port of 

'"' ,.. 0 :i !lfl t!le en~,. firi?lP, ceased. At 175 0 hours Go B/2 .. l !nf' engaged 2- NVA. 

1 • .:_11:n~ them and c;i.ptur~.n~ 2 AK-47 1s • 

. t 1600 hours , Co D/1-L.6 Inf was airlifted to L?. Karen and OPCOJlr to 

~:/31 Inf for orierations on 25 Aue 69. A.t 1810 hours Rattler 27 tR/S Bird) 

received sma·n arms fire while leavin~ an IZ a.t'ter having resupplied_ Co . . f 
. .. ·1,. 

~/l-h6 Inf _- The fire came from grid AT 937261 am the bird wettt down at ·_ "- 'ii' . .... 

A":' 96725$ either from enemy fire or mechanical proble~ . An element of Co 

-/'. ~31 Inf. was L'll!'\8diately. lifted to the site to secure the bird and til'· r1~ 

'~. ·.lic,:,::i4:.er was extracted b,r a CH-47 . :'he crew suffered no cascl.8.lties. 

CONF!DENT,AII ·1 
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?;' ~· IJRUS ~~ 1~9 (See a :-.ta?1' 1d Overl.&ys..Annex A) . 

\ t l?()O :1ours, ~o B/2-1 Inf receivfld sr,all armr· fi• and the 8l.mi11 were 

!"free f-rom tht forwar-d Cl on Hill 118. At 1025 hours Co '!I started ;eceiving 
i . 

nco1'ri~ mort-'lr fi?°E in vie A'r %1266 . ·The 81.mni eru-:a!?ed this tar~et' also. 

·'.t io30 hours, Co B/l-h6 Inf be~an receiving ~,;~:rn:Y' ·fire as tt1ey ·maneuvered 

. "" \ 
t,o the east to assist Co B/2-1 Inf in attacking the ene:riri located. at AT 

. . . . . . . . -~ ... . \ 

?41266 . Co g/l.Ji6 Inf reported 6 TJ3 WT.A and 12 WA KJ'A. At lll5 hours, _. · 

C~ B/1-146 ·Inf were still receiving mortar ·fire &nd arlillert! ~s tired on 
• • • • • • • . ,r .• • • • • • 

the suspected ene~ locations. At 12u5 hours~ Co B/1~6 Int: beg&Jl rece1.Ying 
• #' • ' 

sriall arms · f'ire after having advanced about .' 200 lll8ters~ Tmf enentf attempted 

'i~r, surround this element but was halted by artill.er,y and JIIO!"tar fire. · . . ' 

· . ;\ t · 1215 hours, Co B/4-31 Int · was a irli.!'ted · from t.z Siberia to Hill 118 . . . . . 

a~ ldll ·beein-moving forwa~ and will become part or the Task Force 4/.31 Inf. . . . . . . 

~ : 

1/!.J.6 Inf 13n took responsibility for .the defense of IZ Sibert& and · the cldsa in 

defense of Hiep Due. · .. ,, 
• )>. "I .' 

At 1500 hours, Co C/4-31 Ittt ·receiYed. s-U arms fire from some s~perB 

at ~T 932265. At 1500 hours, Co B/l-46 Inf' redeived ani'per-·r1re ·resu1t1ng ·1n 

· 4 T.E ·m's who were returned to Co C/L.~31 Inf's· locat.ion for ext~ction. As 

the e leJ1tents adva need ~umerous · bunkers, t.renctwte and spiderholes · were 
• • I • \, • • 

d:tsc~red indicating it wfu ~ a alov groc:ed roottng the- enel!\f out . ·., 

A, t 1S30 hours, Co ~/1~6 ·. Inf ·~de heavy . o~ct r-::ie .OVi!J; ~st ~t. 

AT 95~67 am suffered 6 cs WJA t•. A ne<ktvac/ 11is -~~ted . ._;t C,. D/1-¥ ~ 

a~i~ attempted to moYe on; They immediately- •de ~ c.ai,.t.act and ·again 

took inco'line ~11 arMS and mortar· fire. Co D pulle'1 be.ck .to regroup 1a.oo - }t 

they s 1 'l":fered 14 'JS WTA. The dustoff was called and 'the ship took ~tensive s!1\'l.U 

~- 'CONFID(NTINI 
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;~rms fi-re but suffered -qc- hits. 
. . . . I . 

At 1600 "lours the mc1rt&rs from Co R/4-31 Inf' r.eceivad AK-47 fire · from . . . . 
the WPSt end or Hill 118. It \ffl.S thought that this fire was delivered in .-

,rrter to stop i,ur mortars from shooting in support of the maneu\rer eleJ11&nts. · 
' • .. •, ~\ I • • 

The mortars received small 8.l"MS fire until ~ppraid.mate~ 1800.·hours •• At 
1920 hours, c·o D/1-46 Inf -enP,&ged and killed 1 ·wA "at' their NDP ·at AT 945264. 

·: ·. . . . . 

. _A. summary of the day's actions showed that Co B/2-1 Inf had killed 
. . . . . . "' . . . : ~ 

25 NVA," captured J lK-L7's, documents, 1 AX~O and also deati-oyed :20 bunkers .· . \ . . . . 

wh1.eh were 6 X 6 and had overhead cover. Co B suffered 17 us· W°JA ~ ·:. 
. . 

Co B/1-46 Int reported 30 ~A KIA. 2 US M-16 's reca,ptved, l. sirs, 2 
,J • • .. 

AK-47 's, 1 AK-50 and destroyed 17 bunkers• Co B suttered ]2' US vJ!A . ~ '_- · 

Co D/1-46 Inf reported 19 ?WA KIA and 5 .bunke~ ditst~d. They sl#f~red 

20 1JS WIA . 
. . •; , . ~ . 

Total for the day was 71a N'IA JCJA; _10 veapone ,ca~ aid . b2., bunkdli .. 
, (J . . _:· r"' . . . . . 

-destroyed. Contact was broken at 1'7S5 hQii-a and the oompanias l'IKml9d to ,lIDP's •. 
. . . . . ~ •. . . ' ~ 

26 Allgll,St 1969 (See a-t-tached ·Over:iaya- A~ ·1) • · 
' :~ , . . ) 

. Co B/4-31 ·:rnr 'lll<ffed, ·on order today-, l.o ee.cure object.i._s 9 _at AT · . . . 

9h~26q and then effect •~ link up with the Jlfarinui. at- AT ;. 950268 • . Co B ~e no . . , 

contact ,u:itil 1310 hours when they received inccaing mortar rou~• a.~ they 

suffered 4 US WIA and l US llA. . 
. . . . . .. 

Co B/1-46 ·:rnr followed Co B/\-.31 . Inf' ·to objactin- 10 a\~T 9116268 and 

ee:tablished an · LZ to be used for resupply- and a~uati-on of ari caaualties , · • 

~nd reinforcements . 

Co B/2-1 I!lf attacked, · on order, to fecure objec~.ives l at AT 936268, 

- . )I 
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ll.10 ~~oars when a . sniper voumed · l mn .. B Co secun,d their objective without • 
~ cf..,,-3~ Inf' attacked on O!'der -to secure objectiTe 7 at AT 9W..27·o.,. ·. 

~ ·,:;l'.l')O "fmurs , tliey' re'oe i ved M~ 79 f _ire and~ at. 09SO t1ours, they · ~e~ stopped 
' 1 • ' 

;,y-_ e_n&• ~mall ~MB am mortar tire . Mortars and .rtillery ;1re,. was called ·. 
. ~ ;, .· , .. --'" ' ,:.;,; .... ' 

~ and the eneJTtV fire eeaeed, C Co then llOV'ed OD ~ ·Neur• objective 8._ at 

AT, ~t.2273 and they' &~in. ~ind ~nipe:rr fire • :Nit,u1~.~ 2:J VIA/ and_ 
• j .. ,.,-~ ~ • -·:... • ,. 

?. '.J3 KIA • . At 1150 hotU"a, ~ ~C- &CUn··l'&l\ iato ~r·tiir.- aut-'IIUt.t.rett' ~:JB_ 
re • • • • . ~ , ~ , . •. . ,..:I: • ;-:.:~ ~ r .. , "1t. ' f - •' 

KI\ ' s • . . ~ . ~. . . ' ... .. - . 'f ( I t t 

. ' '·'t~ ' \;' . - . ··. ' 

· Co A/li-31 Int was ~ ~Dom. - ~ -Ji Int.'_and ·'pfe~ ~o ·• 

·url~W to join Ta~k ·,..-C~: li/Jt:.ttnt -~ ·27 1,Q.; ··~~ · · ·) 
. • • ·, , . 'u : •1•},o• • · A~.~•: closed ,-ttek.-. lD.t. •~ . •~f'1dJ.1 lr: · i,oo .hairs .and. --~ --

. ' . ;. ' ·., ·:. :.,, . : .,:,· : ·i~~ •.<•" . /' ··· ::· '. '; , : . ·: - • • ~-- • '.:. - } tf:; 
t,t:\eiP ~ def..... · · ~·f ·f:-:, .~ · . · .,, . ·: 

27 f\-l~ 196t. ~ ~ }~;<;'.;~;-,~;';,;· ·~ ,~-.I.) _ -~ , ' , _ ~ . . · ~ ' ·;:.:t~~~ . , 

. ~- .At i:r/tio1~:/c_~ c,4.-:41· ~\was · a·:ll-lf.rted fl-;. tbe ·~18 tc, I; . i~iJ; .. 
~--,.,, i~ •... "'t :=. •.-· .' -~ --~·J;"f!- .:-_ 

1 

_. • ,. ,. ~ • • . , : -~~ • -~, .• : ~~~ . ... ~.~ ;·.;.~~ .• -_ • ·,,·(. .},_ -·-.•:"'' \ f .. . ·•·i·~/-:t 

'1<'~-i~:A/k•)l Int ~'-3/;•~;~/k~Jl. I,jf "9~' #f~ \o ~:t~,. Co ,/1-46 ~ :: 

-~ H~. ua. Co:!: a.i:J: D1~ :lnf vu ~·-- :~ :·OPC?1f:·~or . ~l . ~nt·:: to ·_~- . 
controi·.of l}ht; W:lffl for clON.:'.hl secr.¢'ltf ot•ll1.ep'Dic . . .-· ' :~ ; :· 

I' ;,I'" . ~i- ' J'. ' - • .... • • .' . :, 

· !ti d!3 learned 't~ POil& ~n 1.?y- ndta J...'?. :rtu-ines that t li& 1st. a . 

~ ReA~ ... ~ --~~-of the ~ itA DtJ-1~ .. 9 ~~~ :• .· . 

. ~:::r:~ti at c~t. _ The~ N~d 2 ~A ~ - .. ~~-~,mid• 

_ .f .ilf. 'Ma.rine! rep~ltd a ' large<dmormt ot perSonal. :~ aid ) ~om l · 
. • ".._ ' . . . /:;_ ' . . :-· ;;;: : .. . ik --~,-- ' . . /. .. '-,. . 
•~- a1' At 11$9268•, _ : _ ___ _ - _ s•• , ~ - -_ - , 
. -·. C~A/2•1 ~ was , OPCON to $ ::rnr; Air~~ te tz .·· / ._. :, am pre~Ted 

. . . .. .. - ~ - . ~-te- ~ .: .-~: ·-:-._,&· . .. - ;f"· A~ 
to lltOVe . ~o tl\e vicinity or AT: 9SO'l$8 on 28(.&~ l~.; 

- . ~ ,:;.,:. ·,.: ,, ,,,: ·. ~ ~.-.... ~. . .;':f~ . .,. . ~·t : .. 

' 11 cor.roa:-n-es cond.ucted )det~dJ.ed sea.rcheet _.,.i ~~ 1119.de "no oontaet With 
... , . . ... :. . . . 

f, .• ,~ .. ~:•;{-~:~~-~i• ... :i:j,r,'?'A',<A~,V~<;;'"":' ·,cc ,,.;. • • ~-
- - ---
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1 hfl _ene w n0r w~re t ,are 1ny (.JS easualt ie~. 

?.f. utr.1.<J'•, 1%9 (See a vtach.9d 0.Verlays- A nnax. A) ,.,. .. . ; ... 
· t:o A./h-31 . Inf lf,oved to Objective 1 _a~ grid AT 9,3826q and they· encount~:ie:l 

-,o •? rte'Tr cont \ct ·. They discO\fered_ 1 NV;\ KIA and destroyed a number of punkers • 

. :o B/14-31 Inf ~qv~d to ·'.Jbjective · 8 ~t AT 940'260 wit-bou,t. ~king an...; co!lt.a.ct 

.r-.=---" :-noved ~n to Objective 3, A.T 9hh262, at 0035 hours. ·cp -~~o.md .1 -~ · 
. . . '; ' . -~- . - .. 
st ~el ryot,, 2 US bodies '.1nd 1 M-16 rifle . The remail)S, were believ-2 .. to be 

• • • • • "-:~·•:\~-; ,. • • 1 .. •• ;l .. 

ma:'lbe'."'s of Co C/4-,31 Inf'. At 0840 hours they reeeived :-:imper, fire .. froin 

a ·-r- .... ;-t .mately 2 snipers . At this . location they receiv:ed sniy,e·1· r~ and 
. • -i 

s1.:='fie•r-ad 1 (B WIA and 1 (5 KIA . A.t 0930 hours;· Co B !0\11¥l -l PRc~ef,<5 M-l6 1s 
. . ' 

a ':'K: 1 ._i-6O belei'ved to belong to Co D/1~~6 Int • . At 12J&O houts Co B ma.de .- . 

· co tact with an enelllY IlBChinegun position and suffered~ t5 WTh's. They 
. . . . . 

,·des\,r '1yed. the positimi and machinegun and ki.l.led S lf!A ~-

1.:t was ·learned that., the Marines had captured 2 12. 711'1111 auti◄~ra.rt' 

. ~"'lS at AT 952275.·a.nd AT .95a265 . 

29 AW?USt 1969 (See attached 0Yer1-)'s• Anna A) , 
c.> ' ' 

' . ' . . ~ .. ; . 

~t . 0030 hours, ~T 9'-15~69, a trip f'lar~ went Off Oil the- *iJ!ie• a! 

Co 13/?-l Inf's ":!!)P and 2 NVA were ~~~hg wh&'t a:ppea~d ·to be 
. ' 

~,,.,!" rounds and ~ene.des. They were e·rut&ged with SMl.11 ,arms fire." . ·A s~ar~h 
. . .· . . . ....... . 

in. ":-11e morn;np; tu,..ned up 20 6°'11m ~rtar rotam.s. At . 1910 _hours Co B rec$ered - . . 

1 'JS ?!TA. 
• ; ~:i.·· ~ ••• ~-

: o A/4-31 .Inf linked ~p with the ·MarinN , whi) wer~ using~j'. ·and 
t . . • 11, •. ::,-.• • l~"'• 

nr,:,ceeded to search their area • . They had negatift con\act 0'1! fi~s • 
. , . 

A. .... 1130 hours Co B/4-31 Int discovered the body· of :). l.6 M!A . at ,AT · 
~ . 

91.r.h'.:'63 . In. this ar~a Co B also found _4 ?".&inf ore~ bunkers, iru.mar~ :,pider 

3' a 6Dr.rt 'iOrtar base plate' 2 NVA pacb, l. carbine, and sone 17 60rrmt . . ~ I •. 

" :-,.ds which_ alo?lf! wit~ :he bm . t, ':, 

_.___. ____ . ::~1.:..__~,_~~-1~_:·_: --~_:_:::::::...:..:=·=-. .:_~-----.C..:..~~t·;:!:!:.C:.:..::~.::_M_:.:,.:.:· :::,· . ,:__ .. ....:..,.~.:::..l~_-~:~:,_~---~;_· •-=i•ec:...' ._ · .....,~1'-'-'·i_:.:_:_-.......:-'·'~:~ 
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.. .- . ·'26 

CC' B/'Lt.-31 Inf noved to Hie;1 Due CFZ in -~1repara-t;ion to· be r·.deast.·d to 

• • • 
'~0?-,. or l/4t · Inf' aLd to secure !Z S ibel"ia on ·. 30 Au ~ust .1969. 

At 2200 h,.,urs, all ;,ieJ"lents closed their m)P•s and S>lt up defens13s 

A. t _ 1~00 ho11rs, the Harines discovered 7 VN" civilians a.pipa~rrt;ly ~ssass-
. . . . . . . . ' . .. ,. .. . 

\nated by the NVA at AT 952278. Also in the area we~ large bun~rs connected 

by tunnels and all the b-imktts '. had overhead ·oOTer a~ were . capable . of holding . 

100 J'l'l0n. The !l!&rines destroyed _the entire complex. 

· 30 A.ug,.ist 1969 {See attached Overlays~nnex A) 

Co A/4-31 In,f le!t their NDP at AT 93.3267 and aoved ·NE. At 0630 ht?ure~ 

:.hey discovered 7 la~ge b~nkers ~t AT 939276 and destroyed tbfflll. At 1010 · 

'1ou.rs, · Co A. eni,;aged 1 VC in a spider hole arx! kUled him a~ grid AT 939276 • 

. All elements conducted detailed searah and des~rc,y ~rations· ·in their . . ' . ' . ... . 

dM!gnated areas. res~ting in numerous bunkers being de3troy9d. No t8 casual-­

t~_o.s were suffered today-. 

31 A~t 1969 {See ~ttached -~rlays• A~ A) 

r,o A/u-31 Inf' conducted· 'detaµed .- search anf· cl~r opal'&tiona -~!ld at 

0730 bours, they discovered 6 fresh _ gra:.,.ea ." At , 0800 1-D1irs~ c·o A :tound 1 VN . . 

f~ ,ale w'ho· had P,'UMhot· wounds. She was naoua~ to :tz. West for questioning. _ . 
• : i; . . ~ • -.;· 

T~ree small children wer~ al.ao found at i•i· 93~76 and we~ ~racted to LZ W~;t~ "I 

Co A./2 ... 1 Int found and &ts~ed strw,turea at AT ::96L2Wi,f nd .. AT 9'6$240i, · . 
... . . . . ;. ·, ;,: . ~~ . 

Thei had MP,attve contact with the erie,zy- &nd suffered. 110 caa•lt1 ... · .. -
. . . , 

. , . :· h . • .. 

Co D/4 ... 31 Inf found and destroyed 3 ~ and l booby'•trap .at AT ,, 

92??72 . They alao engaged t.wo VC at AT-- ~9271 vlth DBCitiTe ~suits·. 

Co B/2-1 Inf '!loved an element t-0- !ii.11.,l.18· to sec~ :·th~ fo~ mortars . 

A.t 1900 hours, ~11e forward mort.'3.ni frQl'll CoiE/4-31 Inf' spotted · 1 Ve · approaching 

t'-· ' ~ :,,<,M.\!t8ter and he was Wten•~ "f .. . . j'. , ·. · • . 
' "1- •.,· .·. ~·-,,,,· _..;..,.· . 

"iw._ · ·: .... ·--~ -::._"' _W_ .. r,_,· •_, .·_, _: _:_1~_;~)_' ___:::..:..==---'--=-'---i!_· _., :_:"i.""'"/#-:.. - ·~;.•t-=t_"--_ _::..:_ ___ _:__....:....:.: 
£ -------- - - .. 

• • 11.'lr. , \ I 



•. '1. 

.. DECLASSIFIED ,,-ii 

Alf:hO(il'j NNOSJ~!!J 
By l//2,/hAP.A Daie ~ 

27 

.. ; ':?,t;eml~ 19( •9 (See atta:-:hed Qv,Jrlaya.;. !\nnex A) 

. . ,... a &i./u-31 Inf m,wed· .'.'rom thtiir ND? ·at AT 92826t • At.. 1015H, AT. 9;~1211, 

."· \ " a ,.,., nd 3 , S helm11t.s a •1d an A1,-47 containing a · megazi~ or rounds.. A't · 

t h.ts ~l'\T'·e loc: tion t 11ey d•3strryyed 15 bunkers and fou~ 4 vraves oonta ining 

· ~rt!A snldj_en; KIA . A.t 1220H, at AT 935274, A Co !oW'ld 1 JS. M~ _·belit:ve~ 
..... ..\ . 

t~·- be from Co G/\-31 Inf. The body was extracted to rz_ Baldy by the ·c .. & -C 
. 4 .. . . . . 

he-lieopter . A Co, at 13500, AT 960248, engaged 10 NVA at a distance . of 300 ' ,. . ., 

-aeters resultin~ in 11 NVA KIA, and 2 NVA WIA who were evacuaiiSd by dustoff • .. · . 
.. · ( , . . . . 

• ~~ ., A/2-l Inf . at 1700H, observed 8 WA in green um.form, AT 9ft9'233, and pro-

ces~ef artillery resulting in 3 NVA !(lf\. and one hut deatroy-e4,. 

The-re was !lO further cont:~ct during the daya activities, at_ld there 

. . 
? ~e-otember 1969 (See attached Ove:rl&ys..A.nnix A) 

' 
1 .. t,6 Inf w.s released from the responsibility- of the sedurity of Hiep·. 

Du~ ,_;n al'_Xi LZ Siberia, and the TAC CP ~ 1-46 Inf -departed the AO~ . 
. . 

. B/'4-Jl Inf' was released from OPCOll of 1-l,6 tnr · and ret.urned to eontrol 
• ,. ; .. • ,JI 

of u-31 !nf. · They- then assu1111td ·t.tw securi'\y of -f.2 Siberia. 
. . . 

. I • • - • . , ~ , • • • ' • 

B/2-1 Int was release~ t:rom oPeON of IJ-3i Inf and -~s atfl~ t.o r.z · 

.PJ0.lc,.,r ,J.nder ·control of their parent unit . 

· There waa no contact and ~o e&aual~ie~ dvin,g the ,pltri,~1ng ~r&t!bns_ . 

of 2 -':eptenbe .- 196 9. 

\: I' ' . 

• ...... .. 'I t 
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3 Sem:,P ,' ie,.. 19(. 9 (See attached Overlap~:nnex A) 

A/~-1 Tn.f was r·ileas id from OPC0!J° of 4-.31 I~ am ¥1-urJ')ed, by a . rlift, 

t ) "l")nt~·ol of i +,s na:·ent mit • 

. Thore ,:a -rie,r-Lt'Lve c~ntact or c,a.sLL-ilt1e$ in the . 4-31 Inf Tf>JJl thi_s date. 

· (c) VartoitS Techniques Utili~ed: 

(1) Generally, ranges of enga~ement were _ less thari 1qo ~t..ers. _This 
• • . • . :. t..·., • ♦• ;.· 

:r.1:1de it difficult or dangerous to utilize eff'ectin artillery or air support. · 

However, helicopter gunships pN:JYed veri effectift since their £ires could 

and were bro.,~t within·_ 2S meters of frie~dly pos1tione~ In the final ana~is, 

-ttie or.ly effectiTe weapon was the inf'antrym&nJ closing with am diging out 
. . 

of 'i?les, the ene~ by the use of small &1"1111!1 ao:f H-26 hand f'~gmentation · 

(2) Aerial broadcasts were att8111J!)ted, h:iwevei-. the ·~~•i· use of . 

51 caliber anti-aircraft weapo~ . discouraged the lc:,s,e~ -~1: ~ --~req~ed 

for the broadcast to be understood. (under _.3000 ~eet) • . 
. . .. ... ~. 

, (3) Two Marine Medi1llll Gan Tanks were used on 29 A~ 1969. in ·o~r ·. . . . . ~ . 

to close with and destroy h rei~~ed •chine gun b'.lDlcers~ · On th• ·:l.Bt-b of .. 
. • · i. . . .· .. 

A~t, the Bn Cndr, Lt Col Henry, -.de ~ verbal jequeri. tctr .t . least a plat-

oon or t ."tnks. This re~uest ns t\.U"Md ._d~. The_ use . of tank~- 1~ ·cortjunci1on· 
:J< • 

. -..-!t.!1 Infant ry on 29 August showed that ·errectivemsa vi1b f'ewer ~ . 

.. . 

c-as·Jal.ties could have been attained· if the · tank'.e had be.-ti· made. available earlier • ... ~ . . ,, . 
)" ; " 

(L) 'r-he Bn Cmdr1 s use of ~nil.able forces was d;.i&i~during this 

a.ctiori~ 0f't'ens:i..ve pressure was eonstant:cy- placed. on the- el'lS!I\Y by rotating 

:,.rywh.er'-': fi:-on 2 to f CO~!li~s in and out . or contact with at least 2, 'relatinly· 

""~s~ '::~!lies tn t~~ T~cin,.ty or •.oont,act at all ~t~ 

. _,.~ .. , -. ~if \DEN1\1'\l . ': C011 .. . 



.. · ' , 

I 

.. DECLASSIFIED 

Alrthoo;y IJNO Sj; 3,_y_j 
By V/l.J~P.A Oaie ~ 

... 
: ·.-

. , 

(S) · The ~~ or -~ U supp~ing fire_ means was . ~r~ effective as 
. ; 

shown 1ri the amounts or al"tillery ~nd air del1T9J"Y' ~~d~ ~ot . oncy- w~re contac~ 

missions fired and ;flown, bU;t the available . suppc,rt was used as_ a blocking 

force," both to st,op retreating enemy ·rorce·s, arw!fw ieetroy 1.Ml'!l as t t ey 

·att,ePtpted to esc:iape during the hours of darknua~ 

12 (s)Rf3tJL'l'S-: 

. r 

~ • .. Fi-1.endJ.1" us : 

. m- 39 

. WI.A - 142 

Radi 'JS Lost- 7 (4 Destro.yed) 

~;-J.6 ':.oat- 22 

Ruck *ks Lost• 59 

WAIIA- U5 

'!fTA ~urea- lO . . ... , 
. . ,· . . ;,;': ; <ii~t~'.i:.~. ·i· ·" . -. .- -~ 

,1fllft.vidaal lf•pcms h,f,-dii '36~' 

cm, S•n«t weapom{,~'!l'-if 
htiken .. n .. ~-:.'·,'·93 . '.:· ··,c•[ •,·,· ,, ,; . 
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.CONFIDENTIAU • "· · • .· 
Jl. 

. . . . . 
(.3) Class III: All resupply was shipped from LZ Baldy to I2. W'eet. The 

appraxirate amounts are as fo1:).ows: 

1.foga.s- 7 .,ooo gallons 

. Disel- 1,000 ~llons 

• • • 

. ·1. . 
·'411-...... (h) · ·:;1.ass V: Hith only a few exceptions, all Cl.aas V was .,ira,m· from IZ . B&ldy 

... 
. • ,1 • .# • 

&ncl shinp,Pd to !Z West. From the Forward Di11tri.bution Point it va,_.torwardec;l 
. . 

to company field locations on an as requested buia. Specal requintmenti,.·_ 
. ' 

s,1ch as 90mm RR rounds, bounding ·M-79 rounds and WP Smoke grenades tkt ~ . · 
.not available at LZ 'Baldy were drawn in Ch1.t I&i am shipped to LZ W:eat~ .... · ·:, 

• ' ' • # ,, # .. ..; 

. . : ' . .,. . 
There was one tactical emergency of 81Mm . mortar anammitioh shippe~ · trom Cllu . -. . . . . 

tai ~ch ·req·1ired two (2) CH--47 sO'l"ties. Total resupplied ~unts ,of h.igh ' 

expemitures a.re as rollowe: 
f . 

s.~-- 92,400 
', 

. _7.62-- 26,kOO 

M-79 ·(all t~s) 2,748 · 

M-26 -600 

. 81mm (all types) 3,984 

4.2 in (all types) 2,3)6 

(~) ?.a-ter: Due to the intense heat and the tactical situation whel"ea.s the. 
. . . 

. ~ . . t . ~ . "- . ' . . 
eneJ\V' controlled the wells and streams in the Cllplhatiolllal &Nill, wawr relupply 

. ~ . . 

WM a lllljor pro~. In . order to reauwJTiall ·c•nas 1n t1W field~ ~ West . 
0 F O • 0 • •• 0 _ \ A,~'• ~ 0 :t .. .... . •. ,., , 0 

was placed on water Tatioh. For eleven _., t~ vaa no,, aiffing::'.or bathing. 

Tne mess hall was closod and··c ..aat·ions _;. conaumed 1a an effort to coneerve 

this now 1>r~ciou.s liquid. At the height ~ -the problea when:·ve w~a resupp.1,ying 
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~ ,;"•~',f,ptr:, ,.n1,s, nooMarines ~ere nOV!l int; IZwo~~l.:~ ,.,.t~r; 
,...,,...,· .:., !'.)O ware ~8SUl)!ilied • . For the entire period of ,tigh1len° days) 73 _S".)rties 

, . . 

o~' •-t.~ter , a"!'lou··1ting to sor,,e 525,800 gallons, were fl•Mn into I7. Vest." During 

t;1e ('l. <""h.t da.y 99riod f:rODl 21August .to 28 August alone, hl -.ter sorties :· 

~~e-r·, '!' ... -nm in with 9 sorties being flown on 2,5 .Auguet, -amounting to some 
. . . . . . . . . - . .,._ ~\ . . . .. 

, . . 

5, 000 7,&llons • 

(l, )· r_:tt-47 Sorties: During .this eighteen day period, 125 tatal ~or\iea we:re 
' . ' 

. flown i nto LZ West from IZ Baldy and Chu I&i. with a total weight ot appraxi-
. . ' 

'18te~V' 1,125,000 pounds • . The ~own is as .follows: 

Ch~l !Ai--- 23 S onies-- 207,000 pounds 

.' !.Z 1aMy-- 102 So:rliea.:- 918,000 p~unda -

. (7) M~jor Probl~ Encountered: 

(a) A ircra.ft: . Undoubted~ the largest p:robleia was ihe 1-k ~t ava.ila.ble 

aircra.f't on a t1.w~ basi8. · It ~s nat . unusual t& rec~tv~ &~· s~hedul.ed· 
. . .. • • • . • . .. ... . ;~ . r.. • . 

. "~-- . . . . . 
CH-47 sOJ'ties and then be unable to obtain a UB-8 to resuPJ>l.1' companies · 1n . 

. . . . ' 

. - . "· 
~he field locations. . When UH-lD '• were · available tor oo).y a short period of . . . .. . . . . . . 
. . . 

t.i,'tne it was a near impoasibillty to resupplt ·rin~· to nine compa.nies·. in the 
.,. . ·• 

. 
time alloted. ·. " · :~\, ·" .. 

(b) The initia1 lac~· ot 500 ,. ga,;ozi ~1-. bliTi~ and a •--r ..... . 
• • • • . •·· • t , . . .. 

. I • . . -~ . . •.. . .• . • 

point ori LZ Weat. A water point Where -blldta ~ 1w1illate~ -be drained ~ 

· in order to be backha~ed ~s a nec•eit,:_ fell" f'Utllfe ope~tions or t1t1s nature. , 
. ' .,,,., ' .. 

• - ,: .. (c ) The lack_ of insulate4 f()Od_':conta~~ did not permit ~ to':!ifeed &l.l 
• ,, J \ • . ·· -: 

co,iroani.es in the field locations .,.,,. rationt when the ticstica1 sit-union · 

~itted. 

CONFIOENTl~U 

- ... . 
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(_ \' · At t1e outset of tt-ie operation, the Forwarl ,Dist ,~ibutim Poi::it was · 

n,,t '.l'r~'.01.r~d to :)r<>v-1 de sl~~ort far the · numher of . tr">ops; act~l~~ invoiv.ed. 

A.:3 . soon g,5 the req11iremen1 • for nlne comp,'lnies wer~ known, ~ll SUr!)ly require_. 
~ .. •, 

. ments for the nine cOMO&nies were · filled~ . . .. . . 
• • • •"I' # • .,. ,. • • • • 

(e j . The .-fina·r ,roblem .;-. that the . ~ttalion rear a~ea ~ . in the proc~as 
' ~ • • # • : • ' ·: • • • " • • • ••• • -- ' ' ' ~ • • • 

or relocating itself from LZ Baldy to Chu Ia1.· - The mOY"ement was c(ll1ple-ted 
.I . . . -· .,. . . . , 
:I: 

on 17 Aug~ havever the· adjutment to.resupp4'ing from tbs new location .took 
. ~ ... ... ,. . . . . 

. · -two additional days. 
I . 

b. Medical . · .. 
. ' . ' , . . , . 

. ·-_" · (1) -~ ~uring the operation· frOlfl 17 August to 3_ September_· the 4~31 Inf: 

Dn sustained J 9 KIA ~~ 142 \of!A vhic~ were e-n.cuated. In ad~iti~,r/ there : ;,,ere 

62 -;11.inor wounds and i9 -heat casualties treated that were not eva~uted. , .. 

(2) Medeva~ helicopter pilots performed skill.f'ul:cy as ·-tbaJ. tl..,v a 
. . '• . . . ~ ~ . . . : . ' . ' ... 

t~l of ?1- inissions~ On three · occasi6ns ~he command· and control ship ~nd 

re~npp].v ship-also ext?'&cted· vounded_. men • . .-Maur;~bf-~ tne extraeti~ns were met. 
• · " \,:;i•Y-; ' . • . ~ ! ~1 -,; . , . . · 

by heavy e~etl\V' ~und fire•. · .. '.--Seve~l lina\ vere saved by the prom.pt, SX't11t,ctime 

. and evac.-aation; althou~ at ~wa-:·n.c J am D Ocapai\v' ·had s~ously ~urided . . ·. . . . 

patient$ wh~ waiied up to 18 hrs prior to extradti®. _No ships we~ .~ble 1io 

~nd due to the intense~ 1'1-. 
. (3) The gi-eat_ mjorttt of the sevei\9Iy ,roµnded were ·taken· to the 23rd 

I • • "t • ' 

l".edical CO'!tOany .at IZ ·Baldy., Fltln~ .•t~--f~ the · battiletia1.d W&~•-• appr~irnate'ly 
. . . ; .. ·.· . -~ . . .• . ---? . ,: . . . 

10 !"lil'lutes. Arter stabllizaliOf! •-br blood, int~enous fluids, and emergency · 
. . . 

• 4 • , .. ~ • ~ 

eu.rgic&l procedures, these pati-orita were •~nt. to the ,Sth blcuation Hospital.. 

in :ia Mang or. the 27th Surgical Hoepital in C~ Lai. :-. 

,i . . ... 
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· (4) · Pati-nrts who sustained minor w0unds ">r . hea,:- inJ1r·iea w<·re ta cen· 
. . . 

+,n -!:.he s, Aid ~tati~r. on IZ West.. They were e~luat••d a~ treat/a . S,~me 
' 

w·,~a !"e't Tnecl ;o duty witM.n 24 hours, others ':'e~in+,d as t._ security f 1rce 

m: t,:,e .f t'!'eb'J.s,-i. ·A f 3'W were eva.cuat~Hi tn .the rear . Sever1-;,l viM mino:: .. wounds 

r "t l?'ned ·,n the ·.r-eS:)E.Ctive firebase of th-~ir own bat~llon • • . ,. ,\ 

(5) · By 2r) Augi.JS ti, seven medics }ia.'d been woundec:1 and -~~ ·killed~- . li'Otlr 

or +.he wounded were serious . · Thay were evacuated .. · Three sta;red in the .f'.i~ld • . · 

The rer.lBinder of the medical platoon was ordered to LZ West. 

medics were sent to replace the wounded . 

(6) Problem Areas: 

Experienced 

(a) The 'llllfn problems encountered were those of supplf a~ -tdentifi ... 

cat:.?n ,.,f ~ ·ar. F~ the initial' three days , we obtained 8lllff'l8ncy" resupply 

for the fire base aad f'ield from the 23rd Medical Compaiw by .c.beto.tf. ships:~ 

Due to the ~ense eneTI\Y' fire , supply t~ th~ field was , for ~· while, impo,sible. 
. . . 

Sh~.rts 1.m-re employer! by- D Conipa.ny when th~ supply at fisld dressings was_ 

exha.1.1.st.ed. 'The sit 1.w.tion eased when an entire. c~x at med.tital supplies was . ..,, . . •. . . . 

airlifted from ·Chu I.ai to IZ West • 

. (b) This aperation inYolTed 9 e~-- trom) .Ii.tr- Bnis~ 
''I • 

Iden';.ifica.tion of ge:ir .beca.r.ie very diffic-uli .vhen·vouncWd of iuferint companies 
, . 

1tnd 1Ja.tt,allons arrived on the ·aaM duetoff. When ·these ~en were evaluated .. 

r&µreserrt.ing the different l¥l-ttil..io.ns . , ·· ·. 
;-,, 

. 0 

-lh.\~PECIAL EQUIPMm' ~ ~: 

,,. 
,, '. ! • _:~ i~· 
~ :,,., • .it 

a. Strobe Lights: A great deal of t~-resupp\y and medica.1 eva<?'.lati".>n 

con(hlcted during the ho'.lr8 or darkness . The beav., contact during the day 

-..3 ... • 1 te' ~t ..... f' ... ~ ._. au.•. •Jt\e . n, J1S~ Y Q_ ul8 ene "'IT 

$ 

i-e~, , the a-vaila.b:y.it.y am-:-.e 
- - ::_ .\'.-+-----

I i. ... . 

-
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were ess'lntial. · All ?ther means of _lighting landing zones prover ine:ffActive 

o-· ~,"rrv ·1if~i~ ~t for pilct.s to pick up. · H~wevert e,\Ch io· rpa~,. had on\v . onl'l 
. . . . . . 

· , s-1.r_obe 1·· .. ght, and in :me r. OfflT)flriy it,,. was r1~stroyed :Wh1·n the persor: carr,•rl,.ng 

-I 

, ' 

I-

t-t. vms w-,11t'\d~n . Resur-.,J~ and 1Tl8<lical ev~.c-.iation at rtight was rnuch ·mor(i effi.-
. . . . 

.. i.P.nt ':lnd ?"f' lfable h~r the m:e of the strobe li~hts, whe~ available. 
. . . . 

·. b. 
. . ._ ·~ ' 

90mm. '1ecoilless Rifle: This weapon m-oved extrer,ely valqa.ble when . 
- ,•.. ... .•,. 

11n~t,s were reo·.lired t,o att~ck ·bl.mkers and built-up parapits. The JAW :;,roved . 

;_Mffactive beca~e it did noi have ono-i1~h explosive force to destroy the 
.· . 

bunker. 1:le flred . 73 I.AW' s at one bunker oom11l.sx ~1ng' t6 destroy a mac~ne·-. . . 

:r1~ :,o.<iitio~ ~s1~ti.n~ _in little daffla~ to the bunk.er and no_· ·•mage:· to 
1the 

iJCc~1pant,s. 0n t,he other hand, a . 90mn Recoilless lti!la was lilted: fnto tbe.. 

·field · l~'ltion and o~. ro:md destroyed th~ ~~, ·tr.a -.chiM · gun,.· and · 
' .. ,. 

kU).'3d. tbe -eneey personnel. 'Altho"Qgh the wapon is to heavy.' and cuinbersome 
. . - ' . ·_. . ~ ,: . ,,;_ •.. •, . . 

to -carry everyday in the field, it can be lifted--~ .~ts pn.1sent · · 

the-r.i.selves and used with great eftectivenasa . 
. >: . ·1:- . ' . . 

. ;t' ' 
c. A"'101": Although armor has i.ts liJdtatiOIS as tar ·u; .. .Jl8neu'terabUity 

•. . . ·. . ·•f· '· ·r 

is conci:,rned, the direct firepmM!" provided ~b;r iii &l"IIIUllent ~ed ex:tremel,v 
• ' , t .. . . ,.( . . . . 

1t..41!!~ful • . B CompaJ\r suffered mimerous cas~IM.• ·A an at.tempt::to neutralize· 
•, ":,. . 

s~reral ffllltually supportinr, l!IIChinegun ?t)Sit-tons:, and they auf'fered moi-e 
!- ,c,;.• 

C4S'.Jalti.es in an &tte'1:)t to extract their wbunded~ lf!.t( the · use or Ha.r'ine 
• ,J ' • • : ~ • . , · • '";.: • 

·¥.edium Gun Tanks the nsxt day,. the poait~Cllf ~--llf': ovel'!'Un with no ' · .· 
•' ---;,,t ''fi,. • . • 

ca~;,.alties. }lf . ·, --. ~ ·· 
. . 

15'-.~(Y..n!•IDERS A?I\IXS13 : · 

~- . 'Jeneral: Duri~~ the rec~nt ·actions ·by' the h-31 I~, 17-29 A~ 1969;,wi: -­

the!'e develo;,ed ·M!l:ny. weaknesses, lessons. learned and ;el.earned., ,atid·,'eoi:uttons 

• • -.'I, "'\ I 
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n:.~ht or 11-12 August is c:msidered_. by hiiher 11eadqu.aner.s to be part of the 

<wera:J?. ~amoa.1 '1• ·Hcwaver, __ at ~ttalion, it is viewed ~ ~ sepe1·ate ar.tion · 
. . . 

anci ~her~fore covered by P ·separate ana.~rsis. (Seit ~rm B) 
.. 

b . Fi..'lding a11d Fixi113 the EneJ!\Y: Fortuar.tte}i, t} ,ere W:E:re tw(• OOJ'lt.'anies 

. t~t were not tied down to a · particular piece of terrain _jl.;.8t prior 'to this 
' . .. ~ ~ 

··ac·t .ion . These COMP9.nies were opere.ti~ . in wide]t dis~ . areas .. , arid ~r~. ~ ... :· 
"' • I -~ - • ., • , 

an'si~ reconnaissance m:i.ssions~ Co D was . looking for any siVlS of the enem;y 

fo~e ·that'• conducted the attack on LZ West ·on the night qt .11•12 A.ugust • . Co 
,'\ . . 

B rya:1 the mission of locating a rice cache reported . to l>e in the f'~hills · 

northMst ·or Hi&p 'Due. Regardless or the td.ssions, both units were required 
. . ;J • • . . . , . 

. +,o '"'llJVe some distance . from their patr.ol bases . · A_ lot df luck/~s iJtvolveid 
. ; 

in enoounterin~ both major enentr units before th$y were ready. to'. attack.; .. < 
- ",.._ • 1 

However, it ~ints· out the · fact that ~hen f'ightillg an alusiTe: enem,, -.tt is 

a mu.st to cover as much o_f t.he units .assigned area with MObile forces as 

::,ossible:, eTen though their speetf is ~ 2 km per ~~ !~her important . . . . 
• • • ,.. • ....... , ..,. 'J • • 

JJ,sson is that duri~ a 11l8et1)1g engagement vi.th IVA toi.tes; • ·· the '.friendly 
• ' I• ·• - ,. . . , .. • • 

• ~ ' • • ·,: . ,t'; :. . . • • ....... 

f.orees are··outflanlced, they _hav~ emount~red a -.ric- sl.1perior ~neiey, · 

force. This fact should be self-erldent· .and va~ at ba~allon i~'vel_., but 
. .. " . 

this battalion co_uld ·_ not react innediate]y /as .there Ve1't· no additional force·s 

. illlmediately available for comitment . . , . 
• • • ._ f • • • ; ~. , : •• :i.~ . -• . • ;\; ".: ~ ' ' • ; , ~ 

: ,\,, } c. Span of Controls Ini\ia~j the •thcxl _ at ~~~ia .~ttallon . 
. ' . .• ' ' ·. . ~ -- ,,: ~·;;. ·.· - ~~ ~ . ·~_. . . . 

was to ~ttach companies to the Battalion. ·.1t tb('high point of th1' _bat~ · __ _. 

: _t 11is Heaarnvlrter.s co~trolled. ~even 1Dllm~ o~~a in the "field.'·~~-~:••= 

~O'.'.T' s"'narate and di.Stine~ nissions. These m.saions were: . (1) -Pr.~e:~t · th~·; 

t"e!'n..c,ee villi.<'.!'e or Rie1> Jue; (2) Sffeure the fir-e· base at· IZ West ·arid LZ 
, • ;i;<,"" . . • • 

,(,.. ·; ~ , · · . , . ·coNFIDENJI.All -· -· · . · 
,. 1,.,. .. 
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S ~ooria; (3) ~ 1~!:;e end dE faat tl e eneTizy" fore, B sout 1east ,r LZ lest; (4) 

;; 1~~ I.! ·id def ~at th£ erie1 y forces . northeast ·or Hiep Dul-. With ,hese :,issicms 
•' . ,· . 

Et. r the '!',l!Tlber or un:its itivolved, it ·was difficult !Jr the !latta~ion t? con-

c,Jntrat,t its efforts or tn adequately supervise any >f .the seperate ~ctions. . . .. . . 
. . 

F. i r,he:r Feadqu.e.rters acted quickly to bring two add it i.onal ~.on~rpl head_quarters 
' • • ':.. ' ••. \ J. • • 

irrtio t'1e pictnre and this ~ere:xpansi~n of the span of control was ?"emedied. · ·. ·. 

Many of the other probl.eEareas to be ciiscussed are d~ctly- related to this 

C1V'erexp&ns,on of . span of contr<?l,. · 

d. Use of Appropriate FOl"Ces: As _soon as the · enemy situation -.a de~eloped · 

. northeast of Hiep D~, it became &J)p&rent that at least one compa117.· of_ tanks · · 

ooul~ be u..qed ti, advanta~. The en,emy was in strongly. fo~ified . poeitiol'ia am 

e<Ni poed nrinarily with mi.oh:1negul'lll~ rifia•, and M:_79 11 • . These · poaitiona . 

we;e v,.unerable only to· direct hiis .tr,; airstrikes o~ ~rtu.iiel"Y'." · The · arrain,' 

&J.thou.~ not ideallJr suited for ~mor <>~~ti.one, w~- pr~-~rf!fic~ill.ty 
· · r, • • 11 

a,nd mneuver ~oom to 8!1lploY ~nks against ,hese strongly t'ori.u'iad~it,io~. 
' ~ •. . . . } . . ·. · 

'!'he ve.rbal -reouest·· for armor was denied as there were none of theae unit'-1 
- . . /. 

readily ~vailable: 

~.. Comr.mnications: . Prior 'to \h~ battle•:~ l'lldia ·nets Were in opei,,ation 
/.o .J • 

' . . . . . . •. -· .Jt.:·-_' .. _... . . . 
!or int.ra-battall<?n cOlll!lUIUC~ti*• These· ne~ ,rare the t~/l~gf net -~ 

the Battalion COIIIIBnd. !fo !'l"Obldla were ~~el 1ft tne -~~~ ?f .the 
. .··, ',}~ . . ,:,. ' .· ~;_· . ·· -.· ~J . ·.. ,t.. . . 

Adrdn/Log net. HOWEmll", tbe-~:Ba•tlldlon Cosw.nd 11M _.. •of overcrowded· ·. • ·- . . .. . . . *""' . . .. 
that at t~s it vas Yirtual:b- ..lees. The •'·,,.. ... 1,- O&pallli at:~acco- · 

:~- ,,~ . - - . . :· .: . . . . . . . . . .. 

na33.ting the n~l _stations_ at \he peak ./4 &C't1"ity. Superimposed on thui ·. 

'~t ..,ere the 'F!~C•s, ~hips, TUti~n .. &!ti other units ~rating 'ln conjunction 
. . . . 

• 
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ei·ery,th"!.~~ hap-,ened s.t . one · time req11irinr, time on thl· net • . Dur1ng per:Lods· 
' . - . -

of _heavy cont11~t, the units ·were · 1)9.SSing infoi:-·iation and ~equest1ng assis-

. . -•· . 
ta.'1.Ce, t'le FA.C's ·and ~,l!lS't,ips would _check in to assi.f.t; an,1 adjaca·nt units 

. . ·_ . . . ·;. . . ~ -

would c~ll and request inforr.ation. Air warning-~ta ~~- c.e~~_ated ,ver 

· t~e nP-·t . fo:,,, e.qch fire m..lssion as it _ ~s initiated and then · seperatel.v to 

e&~r. aircraft entering the area of oper;:i.tions ~ · At times ~heN . were as many 
' ~ . . . . . . ' ··~· . •, . 

as. five fire missions from three separate loc~tions in progreas ·eo"urrentl.y. 

Thought should -be t,',iven to .. eatabliahing a seperate net. far the control ot 
. ·•. ' . ' ~ •. . 

aircraft and desiminating air hazards · in future di,en.tiime of' this •gnitude. 
• • J• • • 

· f . Logistics: - The greatest -potential probleia in this entire operation . 
. ., ·-. 

~ ' • • --~ '.•.'i.,r ... 

was logistical support. When th~ ,upply operati.ons for the pariod .1 7 August · · 
. . , . . . . ~ . .. . . ~ 

to 3 September are · anal.,vzed this· i.lJ- readily appa1tmt,:. I realizerl \bat arv 
. ' . 

interr,..tpt~on in the fl~ of supplies vO\tl.d render thi~ ~t ~t~tk:tive , . : : . 
t ' :! 

in a matter of hours . However, Brigade and D1v1'1.on · 1-d:lai.11" ~stablish~d 
. . . . . ; . . . ...,,_ . . . - ' 1 

priority of -i.mp;):cy aoo t1'ml8portation to this un:ft . Tlie weathe~:--. good 

t~hout the · ~riod and did. ~ot hamper : helicop\er. op9t'&t1on1. · T~· two 

pr~eeding circumstances compiled with the dedioated· pt#'sonn1tl in the : ent~ 
• r" T"' • ·: ' 

lo(Pi.stical chanMl from Divis-ion to' and in 't.hu 11.ttalton insured a continous 
. J ' ' . 

· flow .of supplies. 

g. Visitars: Vi~itors are · always · wel.bca,e to t.mi 1,.tb Bn, 31st Inf and · 
... , . '.. . ,,. 

LZ West. However~ the. vol\llllt _and trequencf ·t,t "1,tita tb. thia ~it 1,y· V~ 
. ' . ' . . -~ . . - -~ . , 

·. rrom arrl outside th~ Divisi~n pl.m· ·numa~ua -~ o£ 'the ~ ·ca~ed ~ 
• • ~ • . • ~,: . • ~ ~· . • i: ' ' • ...., . . ~ ~ •• 

wrlue hardship on this -Batiialton. _ T_here • .an ·•erap or fiTe VlP visi'\Gre · 
• '• . . ' i ':,. ~ • • '• • •• -:~f . . . . ·~ :'. . -

d&ili·., each of which ~~; ••l>ot& ~O zrd.mates tij.r1.ng and &c~~on with : 
·' , 

the "Battalion :·offlll!ander ,w tbe s.3 • .' Mer.ibere oi $he preas a~ were given a 
' . . . . ;_,·-,. ' . ; 

br:tefi!l~ and -~~stions were answered a.s t~ pe$tted. Durblg one' day, 6 

.. I 1.I,. .- t l 
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·s -i~it.e th,g Ja.tt.alion. These facts, coupled with the fa~ ~ t . . . 

.. ·~ • l~ 01' the S-3 ~s at the tactical CP, oonsu...Ji a cons1de~b:: . . . ~\ ~ .. 
. . 

·+:n.t11·t, ".If va:i.,...;;.bl• ti 11P that could 'hRve been elev~ to eupe~iOTJ. In 

:tr~~, ~, ~t,l -,ri1 o~ tliie bwv,rt.anoe and scope, a ■aall 'tab .from Bi>igadr.; 

.:r_,.. tak~ O!':er t'l-ie ~•'ing am ·weloondng reapomibillt1- · of';~itti.i comm.1..t~ - . . . .: . ,· . " .. ,. : 

·• · 911.ort. tfo'I'. ~\would t~ .:.free ~he C~ ·~;••>: t~~,perf ~ th&ir 

~:r.y du~Mi but~would f•4i.-' t~ -1'!181.nC « · tbfonatioa and .re~ts 
.;~..; ,·· : ' . . - -· . 

f ., ~ ~;~ •. :· 

tI~j 
.~,. 

-!.·•-1'. 

To o.rile:r- ~ I4"crd.de 1dt · 
~ .. ' ~/-_ <·> 

,i#a1 ~~ t ~,Q' ..... 
-. "- .· ,.. . . :. . 

to B.,'aid '1it8 .l. Ii # · . 
·• ,~Jlfi':,4'1 .. -t,~; . 

. ~ - ~ ~1ai~f:t4j':1,U;i l·;~ Ria .. 
. · . :', /x}~- ··,Jt . > '.· · 

1, --· · 1-1"1, a ; r~ notd.~t'•· -~~ 
· lt ,w- · ·•:-.. t 

lW'le 

&ls'.> 
,:,""---~llipll" 

.. e - (- '. 
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\ 

,Jrft. ~\t~ ,~-
_.,~,-:;, , s ~-t;,.~tiO!li' 

.- -~ ~ . . 
· ,.··;~i 

•' ti.a 

. ',· ·•·:·-?~~ 
. ! ,. ;,~:~\5:_ . •. ~~-,~.\-. 

b& 

~ . ~-~ ~ . 
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1

~' . ,.,~ -~•1;" -:r.:. ~f :;:;:::i9rit 
ne <:'!>!ftld iilg a. 104'.: ~;,~ fit .tlll it'$ r.ta1ta"' -;-;;,· 
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e. A t..anJc -~'eam or larr1r tank task unit_ sr0uld b ~ an.1::.able ·. ,0 ea.c 1 

~igade ·~eadqu. .• rters :or u '18, when f eas ilJle., . ¥ith1Ji ' ,he Bt -.~de . .. .\CR . 'his 

tf·am c,:,u'.1.d be '. leld at a ce ·1tralized looa1,i.on and used ~n . c•;,njunci ion w :.th . . 

· iiJ'a?'ltry ~s. th" nee~ 1rose and terr~'i.n permitted. 

f . ~ ")~mnfoations ne-ts should be broadened to include a common net f ,:,r 
..... 

d:i.ss~J!tin'-lt:ton ,,f such in.f'.ormati<?~ as air warm.~ data, inf~rriation "to.~-~oming 

visitors, and coordinating information to and .from adjacent unit~. Conmand 

nets should not · be entel"ed by. personnel or elements outside of'1tJhe nornal . 

chain of co'J'1J-ianr:l • 

. ~: · ,\ ltaison team from Bri~d• S2/->3 section ehou1d have · been set up at 
. . . . .. . 

'IZ · :est 1.n ord'3r to· free the Battalion to mane\lVer it's units rather than 

spend half it 1 3 time briefing visitors, .se~ing reoorta., and conductinf; 

1.~.a5.son with the mmerous adjacent and s11pporting. units. Thia ~ison team 

should hav9 separate communications nets on which to wark and be set up . 

within the. Bn .tactical operations center . 
·~ 

In this wv, repor,a ._would· have 
. ·~-?" 

' :. 

been mo!"e complete, accurate, . and on time; PIO woul.~ haTe beeJ\ more eft~ctive; 
' ,, .~. . ').. ,. :-; 

and the maneuver battalion would be free · of, ou.uide _adnd.nisti;l\ive. burdens 

in order to c oncezrt.rate o~ . tifitin, the battle.- .. 
• ' . , '.r ' . • • I 

h. Training should be conducted at all levels in orcler to -instUl ·t~e 
. . 

im,ortance- or sec-a:rity of equipment. Sensi\ive t-tem such as.radios., secure .. 
• . ~•:;:, I • • • .;. • 

eoui"oment, SOI extracts, and etc should ·not be a .... in ai area .or contact 
. . . . . .. . ' - . 

if at all poa9ible . If it must be ab&ndone~~ radios should ~ - t1lrown off . ). . 

frequencies, and all other semiti'Ye equi-.nt -~ bi" deatroyed ·- This 

Ct\n be ~0'118 e~s ily, even · from a «Ustamee, by ~hooting the eqa.ipment and/or , 

- .. ' 
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calling c'::..struc t arti: lery lire m:i ssions_ -,n tor · of it. . If. ~·or· so· :ie pla ~Sible 
. ' . . 

· reason," equipmnrt cam ot bJ ~est_rived when abandoned, t1,1J_ !'act m .lSt fr -:iediate]Jr 

be report.ed trn-oush t'ie chdn o!·c~n<l. When. report.od, ~teps .ci: tBt." be 

t~l(nn 1:Jv· 'iirho,· _;1aa.<lo 1.."l.rte:'.'s to negate. th~ info~tion poss tbly ~~ined by . · 

..... 1- e oner::-- : A r o:.itre.ny Ji'O wtth this battalion lost an ;oi ca~ied ff a -~ KL\' 
. . . . "'. "\ . : . . . . 

ar1 ~t ~('l()'!r nine {9) -lays _ tor a new SOI to he :'..asuod, ewen ·t;p.ougr. it WLS- · 
. , . ..... . . ' 

kr.~ t'iat the enemy ·.ms :'l",oni'tklring our -radio nets through the use· of .the · 
. ,· .. · 

. . . _. . . ,. 
··.per!~nce-air, aniw air, . aoo artillery could .be. used eoncU1Tently. At · · 

. . --- . . . . . 
the. ~sent ti.'l'le, any ·of the ~oremtntioned support cal'lQ&l.S · out ea.ch other 

vhen e!!tploy-ed . .\fr support. r.quiree a check firW on all artillery,· not ' 
•. . . • • t 

only t,'h~ area where they are ~orldng, but 1n 1fide adjac~nt . a~s also. . So~·­

tyrye of corridors c~ easi]1. be ea~blished anA: maey _'\:tmes,. ar11~.' a~ could 

ooe~ work underneath artil.le17 ,.ing f~ a.t different looations: Coor-
i . . . . , . 

dination needs to be ·•de :ln ~ -. to ea~ish . mutual . confidence in this 

type of concurrent •upporti.nid'~• 
·"· 

j. t'l-a~ng in the small urd.~"~ .ic~ 6f' f'~ and-~~ and ·rue and 

m&v-~nt needs to be struaed. E•n th~ tbia;batta1ion ~ ·consistently · 

stresded these basics., it. vaa ~ troi(~.j.,t1on; that ·. units cannot . ,. 
. . .:'·. · .' ·~,t-\~--..... . : . .-'~~ : ·: . ~ / . . . 

be over-txsined; and not umll tba _basioe bee0111j &ut.Ollll.t,4.cTN&ction; do . . . . , : .. . . ·-. , / . . "? . ; . 
units evon· begin to oe praf'10ien1i Indivi~l s~diers seem to .believe that 

th;;~ war i.s drari'ica.lly difNNnt'_: trom pa.ti\ conft.icts.~;, This ~ is true in ,t,011& ... 
. . ~ 

t,ee)'-meal as~cts, but t,he . smll units tactics have r.ot changed · in the 
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'\ 

~tta'.l.1on, ~\ is ?1Comme~ed t~t ~ ··ava·il&~~ .t~ s~pport be ,.iae~ :init.?.&lly · 

~ther than ~ng to . o~olt'9 · t.be e•my a.,· ~-t~. l1a:rl:ts . should 
• - • ••• : ~(ti< : f--\ .. : , · ,_ t. 

even be pulled bact ~ar enough 'to .. 'f~it.ate ,&.B-,J strilce , .if' available . 
t r ~ ."f;"~ ? ,· • 

This would d$stical.ly cut ·down on frieni:11' t:Mua]$1es , and intllct a devast-
. •' . . 1 ·.:· . ~:· . ~:··· . -~,. ., . ., . 

atinc blot-! upon the enell\1', as,ecially s _ince e,r:Mt ·~ ·JI\T loc•tiorft3 wore known, 
. ' • 1 .. . 

and l~e sh0t1~' no ~icat~n ~o fJ.·· e ,-.area ;~ --·_.c~. · . "' \ ~ 

1 . ' r . "t /_ ~/~ ~~' -
~ ~ /I . - . 

. . 

cmc ro· M. RSNRY · . 

.. . , 

LTC , · · f.arantry . . 
C onuna~ ing · , 

.. . . ' . 

I' 

.,.__ 
.. ~!-

.. . 
~-
;~ --

,, .. , 

.... 

., 
,ZCoNnDE~ng ~) 

'· ..... 




