
DEPAF:11~:T C!F THE IB!•~ 
!iEA.U.1,ID\RT~, 196TH DlFAfllTRY BRIGADE (LIGHT) (SEPARATE) 

APO San Francisco 96256 

A.VBFSC 16 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Combat Ac·don Report (RCS AVDF-GC 1) 

TO: COill!la.Ilding General 
1.morioal Division 
ATTt·I: AVDF-GC (DOT) 
APO S.F. 96374 

1.. ltl\.NE OR TYPE OF OPEilATIOtT: WHEELERfi1ALLC1'7A 

2, Pf\T:CS OF OPERATION· 3 .. 10 January 1968 

J. LOCATION: MAP Viel.nam 1:50,000, Series 17014, .sheet 6640 III, 
grid .'\.'1'9024 to AT9927, SOl!C LAU River Valley from HIEP nnc to ?HIT L~C 
SON~ 

4., COi'!t.t\lID HE.4.InU,'\JJr:ERS: 196th Light Infantry Prigade 

5~ ru:PORTDTG OFFFlR: 196th Lt Inf P.de - COL Louis Gelling 

2-1 Inf' - LTC Hammond, Lyman H. Jr. 3-21 Inf - LTC Chrunplain, Allen R. 
E Co - OPT Connally John F. 
C Co - CPT 'l'homa.ss~n, John T. (W...A) 

A •Jo - c-oT Yurchak, Paul '•T. 
B Co - C-PT Belel'er, Poland (TraA) 

4,-..31 In.f - LTC Cullys Fredariek Iio .. . 
A Co - CPT Dyor ., Llu:Ty R. 
D CO - CPT Spee:, 'William L. 
C Co - CPT Str.'ngham1 Joseph s. 
D Co - CPT Ri<".lards, Jam.as F. (Hli4.) 

6~ TA.SK OR1.lGUZl\.TION: The control headquarters 11as tre 196th Light 
In£antry Brig1dr with no uni ts detached. The following uni ts were attached/ 
OPCrnI .. 

la·. Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry (-) 
C J.'roop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry 

7., fil!EJCRTTI:G FORCES: Forces used in support of the 196th Light 
Infantry Br:i6ade during this opera. tion consisted of air s '·rikes from tha 
3rd Combat ,upport Group and artillery f'rom the following USA artil~eey 



AVBP'SC 
SD;'~CT: 

· 16 1"ebrue.ry 1968 
Combat Actio:\1 Report (RCS AVDF-GG .1) cont'd . 

battalions: 3d Bn, 82 Arty (105 Hov); 3d En, 16th Arty {155 !:Iov) ~ 
Jd Bn, ~8th Arty (8" How and. 175 Gtm), and 1st Bn, 21st ~ (105 How}. 

a. USA.F: The Air-lloree f'lev 16 (J7 sorties) preolam1ed 
missions, 15 (32 sorties) immedhte missions and 21 radar directed 
missions against ~oop concentrations, SUl)ply routes and routes of egrsss. 
The Air Force gunships and f'lareships were used in BUT>..,ort each night of' 
the operation providing continuous illumination of ·l;he battlefield and 
suppressive fires dUring enemy attacks. Three B-52 strikes we:re flown 
against troop concentrations :ui the a.rea immediately vest o:f the op8?'at­
ional area with unknovn results .. 

b. USA ;\rtfilery: A:rmy artillel"Y account~ for 141 enamy 
ldil.ed while firing 12,960 rds against enemy for~es ~d 9tl.el'lJ.Y routes of 
egress. 

8. INTELLIGENCE: 

a. Weather: During the period 3 - 10 January 1968 the weather 
:,.n the area of 'operations was influenced by the northeast monsoon,. In­
creased cloudiness and cm.ling of 5,-000 feet were oammon w:I. th ceiling 
ot 2,000 foot oa01l1'1.ng during periods of dukness. ~d early morning hours. 
Visibility of sero to three miles vs.a oammcin 1n the early mt'1"ning hours 

, on the mountains and in the vall.eya of the operaU:onal area while~ 
noon visibility inareased to ~ - ? ~l:es,. . · ·. . _ · 

b. Terrain: 

(1) Observation and fields of rire - The rice lants of'!ered 
emelleut to poor fields of' f'i.ro 'With the Ji:"i ting f'aetors being the 
numerous dikes. The low hills offered. excellent fields or fire \r.:li,le the 
mount.a.ins and va.lleY'fl Yhi.ch a:re cha:racteri!i5ed by brush and gre.es 1.-3 
merte1·s high offar~d ia.ir to poor observation and :fields o£ fire ., Air 
observa+..ion was good 1~ the rice lands and poor in the ha1.vily canoT1ied 
f"oretJt. 

. (2) Cover and concaalmsnt - Coneealm, nt .ra.s poo~ in ria~ 
lsnd w:l t.h f:d."':" covar providad cy· tn-3 pa."d"" di!ces. Cov-ar and ooncaaJ.man-& 
ir, ~10 roll.1ng pJ.&ins was exo.:tllent to poor G~-ending on ,n;ga~t~.cn a ;.1d 
rilie.f. Exaellen·i> conce,:,-1.mm~ and f4ir covei• was nrovide<i b the :nct·mt.. .. 
ain Zorost. 

{3) Ooota.cl~3 .. C.'1:e:taoles to toot t..1"2.f'ficr were -proviied 
by flooded :riae paM:iee and dense vagetation in the mountains-.. 
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StmJllXJT: Canbat Acticm Repo:ri; (RDS A1D!..QC l) oont'4 · 

(4) &r terra:ln rea.ture• - Bigb srOU!ld an -1th• side or 
the valle7 ocmtrolled aftDUe8 o.t approaah and ottered IIIDellant oba8r'V&­
tim am field• af f:lre. Populate areaa wen oond4ered 1mT terrain to 
the an..,. 

(5) AVIIDU81 r4 &pT\t'oaob - Streams and ftlleys ottered 
ad.equate aV8DUB1 ot approaeh tor toot tratn.c 1D all directions. In the 
he.-i~ canopiecl JIGWltdD ·&NU, h8liooptv· luding son.es and airborne 
drop 11onaa were llm:lted. 

c,. ~~ :r::1Jit1aa1 at:rqth ,uid disnoaitioni fhe enemy 
'W8.B capab1e ot laun a Division 111.je attack (2nd MV.A Div) along the 
t-Jestern am northwestern border ot the llzaigade AO, vbile reinforced Bn 
sized attacsk-aapab1.Uf.1e• b the -northautern part of the Brig&cle AO 
wre possessed bJ' tbe '70th Main J'OHa l'n. IIUp"',Or'ted by tvo local forces 
oompen~es s.Dd cae lb~ the 3d. JNA Regmeni;. One locral .foraea Bn 8lld 
fi-ve local forae -oanpen1es ware oa:pahle or harassing triandl:r o,,erations. 
V11.lage md haml.G't guerdllaa alao poaaesaed a baraasing oa,-,abilit:y and 
wra capable of SQl)pol'tbig main toroe/lTfA U!Uta 1n ~.D8 ot NSUllT'llV ~nd 
fartdf:1a&tJ.on. ~ dispoai tion amt strengt.ba the first week or Jan 68 

·,rare as tollova: 

mn: mwrm LOCATION 

2nd NV! lll.T ?.700 
Bl 700 ~T8831 

.33rd ,b-ty ·Regt/2nd NVA J>ly 1,800 
BQ l2S J.'1"9231 
GK 30 Sig Bn . 220 AT9132 
GK 31 A.\ Dn (12. 7Jllll) 380 AT9231 
GK 32 BR Bn (7!an) 200 ATC)429 
GK 33 Mart Bn (8l/82mm) 230 AT90)2 
GK401'lgr-Bn 200 M'l.739 

lat r-iF Rogt/2nd MVA Div 1.?00 
RQ 350 AT8724 
40th Bn . 4'0 A'1'9028 
60th Bn 450 B'l'0621 
?0th Bn (Independent) 350 BT2337 
90th Bn 450 B"l'l.331 

2lst NV! Regt/2nd HVA DiY 1,800 
B'l 300 AT9439 
60t.h Bn (AKA-ll th Bn) soo A1'9540 
70th Bn (MA-22nd l3n~ ,00_ \T983C) 
80th Bn (AKA.-3)rd Bn 500 AT99MJ 

3rd -?-lV!r; Regt/2nd NVA Div 1,600 
HQ 300 ATS".\33 
lat Bn {All-7th Ba) 450 l\'1'2739 
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AVBFSC . 16 February 1968 
SUBJmTa Combat Action Report (RCS AVDJ'-00 1) acmt'd. 

2Dd Bil ~Aim,..8th Bn~ 450 J.T90J4 
3rd Bil AJL9th • 4SO J.'1'8935 

Main Poroe tTn1 ta 
lD'th Bil 4lll BTl.042 
40C)t.h 8at>l')(Jr Bn 300 BT1912 
'?0th Oo/lP9th h 120 BT21J.8 

Looal Fane 
.?2nd .• "2"/5 ET2118 
V-U.th Co fAKA.~53) 100 BT25l4 
V-l5th Co A!'A-,1..51) 100 'BTJ.836 
lt.S2nd Co 100 BTlJ+l9 
L.'4th ~ {AK! V-12) 100 BT2324 
74th Oo 120 BT2ll6 
75t.h Co (AD S:.,S) llD E'l'312B 

'18th Co (Poaa) 120 ETa,46 

9. l[SSIC!Tc Sea:rah fttr am dNtroy enasv :torcee vitbin the SOMO 
IAU R.i"tW Valle,- and inte:rcttot enc;y movement alon~ the vallq from HIEP 
DUC to NUI L\C son. . 

l.0. ·· FJQT/'lIOif: On 2 .ranuarr 1968 the Bi-igade aonr"uoted e:rtensi,e 
S&D operation.a throughout the AO. A Ql ~ oonru~ by C/4-31 into a 
oold LZ 11.o A-:t94J2l3. Signifioant mu!P1~· action vaa aonfined to the intar­
diotion of highway 11 at two location•, (ro.'21'7362 and BT264277), by 

-didiroyi.ag t!Je. nlverta &t those looaUcm~ . 
RofeNDae MAP Ill - night loaa:tiams 2 Ju 6a. 

• At. 0145 cm t.ba morn1Dg ~ J Jan 68 IZ 1s ROSS and LESLIE came under 
at.tack and. ~ thareaftar lSB VBS'l' reported inoond.llg hand g:renadee 
andmort.ai-rotmda. 

'lhe Brigade Oonn&Zld'l!r 1aeuec1 ardera to tha 3-21 Inf' 1'o have D/3-211 
in stend-dmm at CHU IA.I, prepared to CA into an · I.Z north of FSB O~-?'J.'ER 
,0 minute• a.tter BMNT, ·anct to tba .,-31 Int to haTe J./.,-3l ' and D/.,-31 move 
into the ftllq north of P'SB WEST to block while 0/"9.31 mioaaed the river 
in weep north to t.h• Tall.er. · 

At 0430 D/ 4,-31 observed 60-70 NVA beta~ tham.'and FSB WES'.r° and. 
ahartl7 thentter pined. oontacit with an unknow size i'arce via !'1'945269. 

. -

. In a move to reinforce D/4,-'Jl, C/4-31 oombat assaulted· into s. IZ 
vie AT93S2.45 a~ by A/4-31, and began moYing north tmediately'. A Co 
moved to vie AT954259 to establish blocldr,g positiona. 

C and D oompanies linked up at 1222 vie AT954269 and began mav:lllg 
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16 February 1968 
Combat Aotion Report (RCS AVIlF-GG l) cont'd 

SE to their night locationso Casualties £or tlrl.s action were 1 Kff.A, 
2 WHA .. evaa 6 'WHA-m.nor, enemy body count totaled 35 VC RJA(BG) .. 
neferenoe frAP ~'2 - day movement ~d night looa.tions 3 Jan 6e. 

I 

FSB \-TEST reported 45 inoom.ing mortar rounrls between 2135 and 2234 
hrs, and at 0128 on 4 Jan 68 D/4-31 renorted they were in heavy contaat 
at their night location. 

C/ 4--31 Inf' moved from their night '"'osi tions to link with and suppor·~ 
D Company and was itself in heavy contact by 0256 only 100m from D/4,-Jl 
position. 

Contact ws broken and the link-up completed at 06ll and both com­
panies started sveeping operations in the area ot oonta.ct. D and C 
companies lost a total of 4 i~Hl\., 14 WHA-eva.c and 2 \mA-minor.. Enamy 
casualties are unknown,. 

During the remainder of the day 4-31 Inf' was reiilf'c-rced by two 
rifle COI!lpaniea. C/2-1 Inf oonduoted a CA into an IZ secured by }/,i-31 

. vie AT96l.262 while A/3-21 In£ wa.1:ked into 4-31 AO th:"ough t.re N1JI -'JAC 
sm.r NFZ. 
;Reference N:ri.P //3 - ds.y movement 4nd nigl':lt loaations 

During the daylight hours or 5 Jan 63 units in the 4-31 AO, i:a 
particul--:i..r C/2-1 Inf reported 51, AW, and A/A fire pe-riodically. Ho1;r­
evart no firm contact was gained dm-.ing daylight hourso · 
Referonae Hill' 114 - night locations 5 Jan 68., 

.'l.t 1800 hrs C/2-1 came in aontact at their night location in what 
was to be the longest sustained contact of tha !:VA of:fennive .. The Co" 
commander and one platoon leader ware the first casualties and shortly 
after they were dusted off the aom,...,any was he~.vily enga.ge<l with the 
enamy (1856) and trying t.o move south. C/2-1 Inf' s situation deterim .... at­
ed rapidly and within 2 hours (2040) the comnany reriorted their l)Grimoter 
has been psnatrated. A/4-.31 was moved from night '"'ositiona to reinf'or·c3 
C/~l and by 0044 6 Jan 68 had oompletad the . linkup an0 was itself ta.k­
ing casualties in the continuing attack. 

A/4--31 and c/2.-1 remained in heavy aontaat mitil 0431. At 0545 
A/4-31 reported that they received firs only when thay tried to move 
·in search of person.Del from C/2-lp This type of delaying and harassing 
fire aontinued as lat!3 s.s 0915 breo . 
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.(l ... t 0930 6 Jan 68 C/2-1 Inf' was declared combat ineffective having 
suffered 19 KHA, 28 WHA-evac, and .32 lffiA-minor vs .. 186 enemy KIA(OO), 
and was returned to tbe 2-l_f§B. 4,-.31 Inf va.s reinfo1•ced by two rif'le 
oomr.a.tdes during the afternoon ~ 6 Jan w1 th B/2,;.1 cont\uo~ a CA into 
an LZ vie A'l'965265 and D/3-21 QAfng into vie AT966264.· D/4-31 rettn"fled 
to FSB lt~ and B/~31 lDOved trom the FSB to replaoe D Co 1n the valley,. 
Reference MAP i1S .. night locations 6 Jan and planned movu1ent on 7 Jan 68 

There waa no signiticant ground contact z-eported on 7 -Tan. Hov898T 
shortly af'ter midnight TAH KY oame under a mortar attack ani at 0200 
CIL.I\RGil.'R BILL received 18 mortar roUllda. On tha night of tht seventh LZ's 
f:.CSS and LESLIE reported incoming JDortara/rockets and at 230~ vord vas 
recei ved that DA NANG ws under rocket attao .. 
Rof'erenoe lt '\.P 116 - da7 movement and night loaa t:lons 7 Jan 68 
Raf'erence MAP /17 .- B/4-31, D/3-21 onns on morning of 8 Jan.68 

On tha morning of' 8 Jan 68 D/3-21 and_!l/,4.-31 started swe8':'lb g 
opns a.s shown . on l•fAP 17. B,- noon D/3-21 was in position vie AT9:'.826S 
\-1her e they stopped rar lunah. One ot the helicopters resupnl yin_~ D/J-21 
at l unoh reported observing 10 VC via AT959268. D/3-21 sent 3 10 't1B.n 

teams (l from each plat) north to check this out. They we11e soon .~ollow­
ed by the D/3-21 command group and sbort]Jr behind them the remain.de-:- ot 
the oompa.11y' lass the \.Jeapons platoon. · 
Refer ence 1,:l'\.P #8 - movements arter lunoh 8 Jen 68 

At vie AT959258 n/,:..21 received S..I\. fire from the west and 10 men · 
were sent to surpress it. The remainr1e:r of the comnany continued nor t., 
across the river and. then SW and aroased the river again. · At this 
point the company- cama ,mdar intense St\, AW and mortar ~re .f':rom vie 
AT95327l. The campany vaa split during this action and ~hortly t hera­
al'ter (1448?) radio c0llDll.onica ;•.1on vith the canpeny was lost. A/3-21 
uas sent north to assist D/3-21 and at 1331 gained contact vie AT955;268 
uith one platoon of VC with one 60mm mort!ll" and five mg.chine guns. E/4-31 
was also in contact at th;ts time on the high grotmd ItE of D/.3-21.. By 
1845 all contac-::. 'Was broken and A/,4.-31, A/3-21 and D/.3-21 had linked up 
vie AT96o269. C/,4.-31, B/2--1 and B/,4.-31 had linked up vie AT965272. D/.3-21 
and A/3-21 suffered lJ HIIA , 5 WIIA...evac:. 13 WHA-m.inor vs. 70 enemy Kll(EC). 
Reference UAP 119 - night locations 8 Jan 68 (B and C/.3-21 Inf loe,ted at 
ATC,92292) 

The situati on in the valley- dur1Dg the night was ("JUiet rut F3:t' HEST 
report ed continued sporadic, mcmtar tire., 
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TASK Cl'~'IZ.\TIO!t - .LISI• B/lr31, 0/4-31, !1/2-1 
. mmt.f&H • A/ ir'Jl.1 A/3--21, D/)-21 

Hetarsnoe K.\P #lJJ - amtaot cm 9 "F 68 

On the marn1Dg of 9 .Tan Taak Foroe LISB and DRIWl started sweeping 
toward the vut tram their night locations. Both 'fuk Forces bad a 
30Q...400 mew tront and bad one flank an the river., C/4,-.31 was on the 
north8l"D t1aJlk ot LISI and A/3-21 was the northern f'la1'llc of BER?Xr. 

At 102, 0/~31 started drawin( heavy- SA and All fire trom their 
north, and at lll7 J./3,..21 gained heavy oontaot trcm the north. 

A/4,,.31 inoved ban tbe1l' position cm the 1otbern tlank Qf mmrwr 
to each t1snk of A/3-21 and together vi.th D/.3--21 broke cont.a.at and 
moved SJ!! at 1205. 

With the 2'W1ftindm- ~ 1'aak P'aroe LISI pronding oovartng fire from 
their south, 0/4,-,311IIOved saut.b, joined F./4-31 and B/2-1 and Task Force 
LISE moved south of tJla -ri var breaking oontaat. 

The rmainder ot the IVA Qttensive oonaiated o~ a-oradia mOiftar 
fiire direated at 'lF mmMlN and FSB li'~ 412ring the night of 9-lD Jan 68. 

Shor~ before nightfall an 9 Jan (1600) D/2.-3, Inf UTived at FSB 
lffiST to provide addit:tanal •eaunti there and Task Foroe Pf.AVO (r and C 

· 3-21) f'rom the 3-21 Int acrnd into the high groun~ north of TF JTER!-1AN 
and LISE and established night positions as ehovn on ~\P i'1l .. 
Rof'arenoe Ml1P Ill - m.ght loo.itiona 9 Jan 68. 

ll. PJJ:§ntTS t 

~JX lPCHlll• 
US KM 

920S\lHA-..ffao 
U2 USWHA...ad.nor 

Engy lossea. 
191 vo ra.\(rc) 
238 NVA KIA(ro) 
lD gas ?119.sks ca"'tured 
28 indirldual \mJls cantured 
3 orev-asrvad vnna Ca"ltnred 

4S HG captured 
299 small arms rds ca.ntured. 
2. 5 tons r :_oe ca.ntured 

a. Opa:ra.tions against the NVA regulars during the period 
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17 Fe~l968 

3 - 10 Jan 68 indioe.ted a 1ignil'ioant di.:ttereni,a 1n the type operations 
conducted by the NVA aa opoaed to the Viei. Cong. The NV1 are vell · 
aqn.ipped, veil tralned. and will atq and fight vhenever the:, are dug in 
or vhen the7 gain an advantage _oTV an Amsri.can im1t. 'lhese o,,;,arations 
indioa.ted the NVA v1ll attempt~ have anall groups or soldiers f'ire 
on an AmariCIU1 unit and then vitlldraw trom oontaot. Un.its llhiah pursue 
the enem_r torca are frequent]J ambuahed• cutoff from the Dain body and 
then engaged vith heavy volumes ot dir8ct aDd in~eet fire. · 

b. Durw the period 3 - 10 Jan 68 heaviest oonta.ct ·was made 
dur.l.ng the hours o't darlr:nass .. The ~1 ettectiveness of available 
combat support -was not realized because au.porting ageneies had diff'iculty 
idcmtif'y:lng limits of mdt pold.t1ona. Tb.a currently available nyrotechnic 
devices were found to le.alt etfeotiveneas vhen uni ts are umer fire and 
require 1mmedia~ npp01'"t. · · - - ~ · · 

c. All t:,pes or air support \191"8 required ill order to resist 
enam;y- attach during tha ear]¥ pa.rt ot .Tan 68. The ooooentration of 
all resources in a lcoalised area operating on tba 1NPported companies 
f'requana,- oreated a complicated control problam as well ae hua.rdoWJ 
oondit1o:aa tor air suppo~ agency dua to the possibilit:, of being 
hit by friend:J.T artil.le?7 fino:rtar fire&o 

13. m&QJ-f-iJ!tIDU'.l01§: 

&o When operating .against confumad NVA forces units should 
not pursue retreatillg enemy foroes vith less than a o~ sized force ., 
Two ccimpaJJT task f'orce oper~tiODB are adTiaaa.ble so that the companies 
id thin r~oroiJlg distance o'f each otba:-. · · 

. · · ·. b.. It is believed that electro llminasoant tape and strobe 
light, Light Marker Distress FSN 62JO-o6'1-5209 vould prove to be a. more 
eatisi"aatory- meana of positively ident1.tying friendly :f'rODt lines then 
the method.a presently being used., 

o. Air ~ port agencies should 1·e controlled on the f'ira 
directiOJ1 net ot the Inf' Bii being supported. Tbie would allow all air-
crratt to be kept .a.brea.at ot f'riendly fires thr01.1gh the Bn ~s artillery-· 
um as well · as allow the supported Co. direct communications ,d. tl1 the 
supporting agency through the o~•a Fo~d Observer's radio. 

11 Il:lols1 
Maps 1 - 11 

TTicr-:AS M. FnnTEGA.N 
lLT, Infantry 
Asst Adj · 
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Note: from the America} Division Veteran's Associaiton 
Vietnam era historian. 11 map overlays inclosures were 
part of this government document. The America} Division 
Veteran's Association Vietnam era historian standardized 
each of the overlays to a standard size and orientation. 
Then an L7014 series 1:50,000 scale map (6640-3) was aligned 
and overprinted. This was done to better show the terrain 
and Landing Zone/Fire Support Base locations. 

The result is that there is an additional page added after 
each of the original map overlays. When the PDF document 
is printed in duplex the original overlay (left side) will 
face the aligned overprint (right side). This may also work 
with some versions of ADOBE Acrobat software if the two 
page view option is used. 

The following section contains the 11 map overlay 
inclusures. 

Map overlays were drawn on semi-transparent onion 
skin paper to describe actions that had taken or provide 
operation instructions. Usually prepared by the S3. 
The semi-transparent paper was aligned on a map to 
show where the movements and locations were. 
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