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JbferencatH 

a, Maps, Vietnams Series L?014, sheets 66.391, 66'.39IV, 6640I, 6640II,_ 
6640III, 67"J'fIV, 6740III. 

b. OPORif 7-&:J (Operation OOLDEN FtEE~) (U), .Americal Division. 

TASK ORG.APIZ~tJt>)lJ. "'1rrent Task Organizatioo, 
. ". . 

1 •. t> •tnm_ • . . .. 

a. ·•~ Ftrc~_s: 

(1) Current lNTSUM. 

(2) Annex B, lhtelligence, 

b, ll'rlentlly 'P'orcess 

(1) Amer1cal Division -eC11tinues current opere.tionsJ ccm.ducts rice denial 
operationsJ protects Vietnamese natiooals harvesting rice; interdicts enemy wr./ 
supply lines end incre-ises GVN infiuence in rice harvest areas. 

(2) 7th Marine Regiment continues current operations, 

(3) 198ta Inf'. Bde continues current opere.tiais, conducts rice deni,:J.. oper­
atia:u,, protects Vietn8fflese nationi:,.ls cmd interdict.g enemy LOO/supply· UJies~ 

(4) 7th Air Force and 1st Marine Air Wing provide tactical air support, 
l • 

(5) 16th ~AG : . .:-,,,,ides rlrlU't support. 

c, Atblcments t'.nd detacbnentsa None. 

2, (~) MJ'~~ro~1 : 196th Inf Bde continues current operaticms in assigned TAORs 
co.n,\,1rts opcr.-:it1Q'ls to 1'f'n3' rir.f: to tHe ene!l',YJ in~r,iicts enemy LOO/supply 
1:inee 1md prc,91d9s Ncurit7 .toroee to assist aF/P~/GVN forces conducting rice 
clcmial oper'l.tiona 1n the l3de TAOR. · 

3. (')) ur.UTlONs 

a. _. ~Cllcept ot Operations: 

(1) Maneuver: 196th Inf Bde conducts can.bat operations in assigned TAOR 
to deny rice to enemy 'forces and to interdict movement into and out ot h~est 
irt"bas; conducts caubined security operations with the B.F/Pr f'orees in rice pro-
ducing areas (Annex !, Opns Overlay). . 

(2) ll'ire 9upport1 }Tormal tire support will be provided by Div Arty. 

b. 2-1 Inf't 

( 1) ticmtinue current opereticms. 

(2) !t'f'ect direot coordination with officials in THI.NQ BlNH and TAM KY dle- · 
_.,,. iiicta tar use ot R1tti~al Police, RF-PF rcrcea, and refugees to ha.nest rice iD 

contested ,md VC ccmtrolled areas, ...... .. 

,. 
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Evacuate confiscated end harvested rice to designated collection 

~oordinate \d.th ,md 11ssist units of 5th ARVN Regt in rice denial op-

(5) Jnterdict along boun~ ot rice h~nest areas. 

c. .3-21 Jnf: 

(1) Cmtinue e~ent · operations. 

· (2) Effect direct coordin~.tion with officials in NUI LAC SON f1FZ and 
THJ.NG BJNH District for use of Nationql Policet RF-PF forces, end ref'ugees to 
harvest rice in contested and VC controlled areas. 

(.3) Evaeu~te confiscated end harvested rice to designated collection poi­
nts 

(4) Jnterdict along boun~ · or rice ru:-.rvest areas. 

d. 4-31 lnfs 

(1) ·~ontinue current operaticns. 

(2) Effect direct coor1ination with of.ficiP..ls at HIEP DUC District Hq for 
use or ~',.,tialal Police, ttF-PF forces, and controlled areas. 

· (.3) Evacuate confiscated and harvested rice to HlEP DUC District Hq. 

(/.) Interdict along boundms, of rice hP..rvest ereas. 

e. 1-A6 !nf't 

(1) Continue current operF.ttions. 

(2) Effect dire ct Marni.nation with officials in T!m PHUOC District enri 
HAU OOC District for ·' . .. of NF1.t:tona.l Police, R:11'-PF forces, and refugees to ha.r­
,rest rice 1n eonte ::-t .;. ''.\u 'i ,,r: controlled 13.I'eas. 

(.3) Evern1ate ccn:f'isc,.ted and he.rvested rice to Tlm PHUOC or HAU DtJr. Dia-
tri~ts. 

(4) Interdict along boun&(.,S. ·' or rice h"l_rvest e.reas. 

r. F/17 ~111vs r.ont1n~e current operations emphasizing search for rice. 

g. Coordin~ting Jnstructionsa 

(1) Direct coor1ination between ccmmenders is ~uthcrized and directed. 

(2) Direct coordination with . Province/District officials is authorized 
and encour-,_qed. 

I -

(.3) Intensify surveillance and intelligence gathering operations in and 
~d~acent to riue harvest areas. 

(4) 1.ncrease security ot land LOC's in coordination vith f.RVN/GVN forces. 

(5) Establish mobile or fiDJd check points in coordination with aVN/GVN 
toroes to ,mcover illegal transport or rice. 

(6) Interdict enemy LOC I s/supply lines in rice hl3rvest areas. 

(7) In cc,njunctim_. \d .. th 1'.RVN/GVN forces provi1e reaction f,:,rees to rein-

' 

force hA.,nJ.ete. harv'est areas or storage points should the enemy "'.ttempt to ha- _ _ _ ~ 
rass, . d.estroy or capture rice in these are9.s. . : . ~- :;;r ..... ~ - ----;--- ,... 

e=- - .s: - :zm: !b :::;saPiJFC _a ~ L . - 5 s . -
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/ r.oordinate with GVN officials to- determine A.rea.s 
t qnd thP sche~ule of harvest. 

(9) In conjtmction with ~~W/GVN forces ioentify ~ice 
de structfon, howver all de struc~-ion of unh~rve ste d rice id 
tructfon 'Will be 'tCeompli sheo by .•1,lltJ/GVH forces. 

(10) Tent~tive hqrvest period: See Annex E, (Harvest 
Sche~le i9 subject to ~hqnge. 

(11) r.onmict r.1v11 ',.ffdrs !:Inti PSYOPS oper,:ition in ac 
C (~ivil AffRirs) ~nn tnnex D (P~10PS). 

t. (TJ) hIJ.fl?H-:;'R ~TTOW ~ma LOGISTir.s: l'!urrent Mmin O 1n 

5. ( ") . l",0},1tK fiND Md '!3IGN .\L: 

a.. Sf ~,,.1: l'\irrent SO I/SgI in effect. 

b. f1ormn,,.n~: Boe r.p rem<.dns on LZ B.~DY,. on order mo· 

Annexes: 

A - Oper-itm Overlay 
B - !ntelli~nce 
r. - ~ivil r.ffBirs 
D - Psy-eholo~lcal ()pefttiona 
E - H,:irvest Schedule 

D Iffi IBUT'JOO: Speclt.l 

0 fli'In I hL 
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REmEt-T11E: t:o chgnge 

1. (U) MI1~nh 3ee OPORi:>. 

2. (~) AREA o, OPEIH.TJrl1l t 

·a. We2ther: 

(1) '1enertl: T,fee.ther condition!l3 in the 196t.h Ynt '!3de Tt.C''i are 1nn·,enced 
by pre•~-11'.ni:t oon~itions in A~'N~.MITE MOUNT ~:rN~ and ove'T.' the TUTH ~Hl?H. '3E!~. , 
The qeptE'lll~ to Mer~h monsoon weather in the T-~Oa 1.g •m outgrowth of typhoons 
Ani ~op1c~~- stormg p,.ev~lent in the 9C'U":'H ;1Jn• ~ 'm 'i di1ri.n~ thPse monthstlld are 
te1"p~t"el't l:,y ovet"lend con:ii t~on 9. HeJ:1.vy h.1n9., th,mMr9torm~ 111re oo;'l'llt'_on f'rom 
.~J:ttflmbe,l" .throuqh Jem.iary and oom1r most .f'reqdently fo the sf~rnoon P.nd evenfog. 
The he~,,~-E>st precl,..itsti,;,n oeours ,lon11, ooestu !Ulrl ~oUntainous re~ions ~xposEd 
to the mo,tJt qouthwP.1t mon~non winds. Visi")i.H.ty will ~ reduce~ by in~E:B.tJed 
clcmdine~s 0 nd t'oq. Temper•t·ires will vary vi th e l'lle~n low o( 7'j degr,:;<'s ·•:ind _ a 
me 11n M~h nt P.5 de~ees; relaMVf humidity \lill vtJ.ry frm &)cf to90lf. · ,·· 

• 
-.... ~ 

.. ~ 

c2; - . 
Ef"feot:p or :&l,u,y ,.~01.U"feS or !:ction: 

(~) ~nemy mo~ment will be restricted due to he~~ rainfall • 
.'• 

(b) EnE'11'1.y movetnent see11r1+t will be enh~nced due to heq_-.y- reinfe11, clo11d 
covPr, ~nd fog oond4t!rna. 

(3) ri:ffeotg ,n Cur ~?Jltses or Action: 

(a) •11 fol'Tft11 'lr reoo!'ndss"'noe -wUl be restrietE>d due to hE:-.vy rainfall, 
cloud cover, ~nA ~n" om~1ti~n~. 

(b) 't'ro.o~cl veMclc, mov("m~t \fill be hindE'r-e:3 by the noo11ng- of lowland 
ArP,ut. 

(c) \'hP.eled vehicle movement will~ re,tri~tea -u, i~~roved ~o~ds. 

· b~ · Terra.in (Ric~ "HArvest ~re11) t 

(1) Ex1et1np ~ituation: 

('l) TmT PHUr.~/R~U 1)TT~: The trrrain fg compM"unented by hill'! 11:md ~ows or 
heqvy v~!JF.t,.tion. llu~,f.'ld m<,,,ntainous terr111n domin~te, the l'.'•dtiv~tea J>rf-"l on 
ell ~dde~, 'MfflY hilisi~e-3 "re terr•:,ed tn~bd.,t.e 1ncre-ised padr11 acre~,ge. 
The rivPr nE>tvorlc in thegp !ire'ls renuidns in a tlooded condition throughout m<,gt 
o.._ thf' monsoon p,:,riod. The,..r; are nmerous helioC'.'pteT' lending icnt s in th€ ~.r1:-a 
Tllm\Y of wMeh will 1jp n---od~d due tc the he~vy rain cmrlitions. 

(b) )TEP DTJC/11PJ!'O in'H/TrM !CY: . The terrain in this Bl"t'!! i, ~enerally fit:tt 
~nd o~r-:nj 'l'hP. HTJll' nur. g_rr.ct is borderrd by th£" !-'TJI ~EOM and DEC' LE !'101.mtains 
on the l~nr.tb 11nt1 by r11~g«;>d foothill9 to th~ -3outh ,md Wt-gt. The __ '!',JHi?:G BlNH/T!M 
KY Ar~~ 1s "- coqst~l pldn bounded by hills st'-lrting ~t BT201e aloll':! a ·line t0 
the ~Torth-we8t tn B1'1130• '1'he- _ terrdn is ~omp~rtmented by rows or ve~et13.tion. 
~vet"q And 9trE'!1'ls t~1"1UC,htl')11t the ~re." vill rem~in ti a n,'.'e,,\ed c~-~itibn thr 'llgh­
nut th~ mon<1oori. 't'her~ ~-re nurne~ous helicoptet" 1-.nding zones in the ~.rf'-e, bt.1-t 
m"ny wPl be ,.n Q n.pode" ennd1tion d,ie to heavy monsoon ra.insl . " .. 

(2) ~~fCt~ §~ lnm:r -".!guroes O!' A.Qtion t . ' . I 
I 

~ 
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{8) 't'~· -r-~ 1r"/._•,.T! ')rT": Tbe hillCJ cin1 -~,vv vet!E'tA.tion oro,dde the 
enf!!'lv w:fth g,.1f"':f ,-leiit C'OVE>t' t1nrl ~O!l"e"l.,..Pnt to ..,,~int-?..~n r,,1.mern•1s sti:; '7-1nrr and 
sto,..~r¥ gi_tes. ~E''"'~ ,.ontrol o" the tfrt'q-fn dn"":inatini,: ·the ~i"e f1.E'ld; 
W0''-1~ ,:,ivtt Mr.i tbe <".11"'~i,i1 -tty to o'"'qei:-ve pr-d 14 ,:-e,..t ~fre on "'1 <1rvestin~ f)arties. 
Thet'e .11re nll"'et'ous ,ites ~ot' ~efer~ive ios:ftions. ~overe1 routes •r.to Pnd 
oi1t ot' the ri.,..e Areas are \ilell !J't'lted +-or q•1.fo1t r~ids 8.D~ am~<:Jhe s. 

{l)) ~JEP DU~ {Tl)/T!F~''1 t:l~~~ (D)/TAM KY (D): The ~rea is ch.CJrqcteri~ed "'1 
oper, terr.•dn and low doT11inAtin,,. h1,,h '?"'ound d~,ninfah:in~ toward the mountdns. 
The 'l'IIIJlmtainous ~re.11 r.,rovidt'!s ~ond cover a!'lt\ MnC"e11.l.,.ent for enemy ~nti-air­
C"raf't posUtons ~nd 1"ortar f.'Osi.tions. There ~re few e:t't<;r.: for t'..i'<nlX~c p;s:r;,Dn:s 
in the lowl~nd .11t'E't!. ~c,vc-r is min iJll,.l in the co~ stal ~ree rn11 1dni,; f>nemy move­
ment ~lSC"eptible to friendly t"e~onn~issence. 

(J) Effe~ts of "IT1e?)r!1.y r.our,es of -~~ti.on: 

{n) '!'~- f'qJJrlf"./'H.~T :')TT~: The terr~•n 4ec~a the f'ri.endJ y '.mit c-ar.-ab-­
il 1t;v rtf ""t'n·'!"d ~rid .11ir ore:r"'t"on for ,.,ove'lllent ru,d r,rot,e~tfon nf h~rvestin~ 
r-9.rtie,. 

{b) 1'TEF TJTr./r·-•,i~1 ,r,:-rIJ/'t'~?A ~Y: 'rhe valley te..,.-a~n '! -r+~ord~ rqpid ~ross­
~n,mtt"~ "'OVe""•mt of' h11rve,t~n,_ Rr.d ,ec-•1t"i ty r~rties. The level terr,;dn enlu:lnC"es 
fr'.".l'n(11Jy rPconr~d.s,~r,~e ~nd Nre ~~POrt Caflabiljties. 

a. 'Jf!rH>.l'",u,: E'ff'er"en~e liAs '3hm.m +,hnt e ·".re~t., ve "l'.'-4 ce de·,~ nl operRt:f ons 
hPve di,,,fo-'sbed thE' 8l"~,s "At'~Ml~ty to "!l(\1\r.t ~r.d q11qt-i:fn o+-ren i "ve operations. 
The ene-my h~hit,111lly 11se19 the ~.r,;,19. °'rou.'ld TTE?-1 FP.TJrf"./P~U !)Ur. as B . .,._11se. Much 
o" the d.c-e ~oris,l!'led in thcit 1,-.se is believed toacli:tinP.te in the TJEt:J aruor./ 
W'lT DTJI'' ~rea. ";ti i:,e tt~.ined in the u~r n~r. (0)/TV•'"G l3"'·'R (D)/T •M 'KY (D) 9rea 
h'ls beE"n 1lBed to "'1rr11·,,-t lnMl ~ and to replen:hh ~~~he s"tes fnr ~:,, •, use 
durin~ of':t"e~13ivP. T'er"ods. The merny •foe, r.i.ot 1,nve ~ s111t!l:<ned c~pal)ility to 
fully "t"esuppl;y M_, 1mit"I operqtin-z :ln the lAtter without this local source. 
The enP.l"!y "'°n be P.r,eetPd to attemrt to 1reep l)oth 1.1re4s open 'IS food sources. 

d. Pe<"ll,~ er~ties 11pd Wea1meqr,P.s: 

{1) GPpet"11l: The enen,y •s ~f'.-1'.lrde~ .qdea·1A.te t'outes of a"pro-.ch to pnd 
rrom +:he ~re"s "t ,:oncem by the n~t•1re of the terr!lin. These rn•1tes g,re m0re 
numernus qnd ~r~vide better ~over ~nd co~cealmer.t in the rm; FHTTQr./Z'U ire 
areft th.11n :bl the ·HUP, DUC/'IHA~-TG BINH/'.UN KI sectors. · · · 

(a) The entt'P'l!Y ht?!! 'i'19tA 4 ne1 he8v~~ lo':19E'S "n tbe -r-ti st two mnnthg reduc"n~ 
h1 '3 fi ";ht "n "! <Jt!-en ~h. 

(b) iri:tr!nus t"eoot"ts "nd" ~ete the enemy is h1m~ ~nd 1n des;,E't"l'te need 
of f'nod. '-'e ,.n,~t .,.('Ive into the lowlqnd Rre«1. "n wb" ch he j _9 wlnerabl.e to 
acQ"1ire rjC"e. 

{c) 't'e~,..1dn ~:1.ct!l!te9 certAin liflli tftd aMe<J"l r-,utPS -'ntc, qnd '°Mm the 
"'reA.s r,f h~TVf'"1Jt"n~ . .. . 

. .. 
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he enemy is limited to a rev local ~ache s1tes in which rice mus\ 
d initially. 

Jij}_ ·"!'he enemt~- lftlscep14,ble to en~<i~ by friendly units, a.rtille71, 
d -1t~cal air. . 

a ' · 'l>. • ... . .. • . . . 
·4. (r.) ».Tl!MY Cr.PtBil,JTlES: 

' ~:~.:..., 

.• . ~ .. _,. .,.. l ~ 

; 1 ;"Ci),, :_t't6rrduct up to ~ti~imentql size ground !'lttPtclcs ttgainst friendly security 
1mHs ·;~.n· •fi~rvest"ng areas~ 

. '\ 
(2) 'bnduet sa:pr,er att~bks 'Ind/or ,9.tt~c-\cs by fire ag,9.inst f1.re support 

bases, friendly units or rice 'he.rve sting p-'rtif' s. 

(3) ~nnduc'\ \errorist sind s~bot~ge activities sig~inst the civilian popu-

b. AnAlYsis 11nd Discussion: The enemy C"ln be expected ~ atte!llnt to 
e.rtect vh~tever action is nece sCJ<iry to acquire ~ M"\Xllllttm ""'ount of. rice from 
these ~re-'S• The enemy is COP'!ble of l'\unching m'ljor ground P.nd indirect fire 
atte.c1{s 'lg-tin9t tri.endly units, fi.re support bAses, -'nd/or civiliS1:t1 popule.tfon. 
centers vithin these 11nd other Are!!s 1n support of that objective. 

a. Probnble Courses or A.ctlon1 

(1) Conduct Sll!.!)J)er attacks And/or attRcks 'by fire 11go.inst fri.endly units, 
firE' su~rt lif:\ses, !ind rice h'!.rvestinll p~_rties in P.nd contigur.>us tn the m,.jor 
harvesting sites. 

(2) r.onduct terrorist qnd sabotqge ~ctivities ~g~1nst populqted sress. 

b, Vulnern hll. H k s: 

(1) Presence n f @ne~y troops in the lovl~nd ~rens incrP.ases susceptibility 
to diserivei,v by fr1.en,,ly Elements i,nd @nh,mces friendly C'lpabilitr to effect­
ively tng;,-ge,. 

. t'. - - ~ -· 

· (2) I.11ter11.ctfon cf ent"my routes to qnd fT."'.'l'l harv~ sting ,9.reas is enh,mce::! 
~ the ten'~in. 

(3) \cqu1.red enemy rice must initiAlly be cr-ncentreted fo R limited num­
ber of 1tcces""'le ~~che s1.tes. 

(.l) ThP E"nemy is suserptible to friendly ~rtillery ~d t'ictictl ~ir 
suppnrt, 

DT~ TBUTION a Qpoc:1.r.1 
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