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Frag O 11 to OPORD 16-69 (GOWEN PID:E) (U) 

TASK ORGARIZATIClfa lfo_ change 

1. (C} · SmJfflONa 

a. l!heDt7 Forces a See Annex A Intelligence 
b. Frie!Jdly Forcaa a 
( 1) 7th Mar1nea s Continue Current Operations 
(2) 198th Int :&lo, Continues current operations with emphasis on rice 

denial operations• · 
(3) 5th ARVN Regt: Continue current operations _vi th •phasis on , ·r1ce 

denial operaUom. 

2. (C) MISSIO!f: The 196th Int Bde continue■ c\1l"r8nt operations and con­
duct.a rice denial o~rat1ona in o.ccordrnce with Jmerioa.l Division OPLAB 
07-69 (GOIDEN FI.ml), 

3. (C) E[ECU'l'IOH1 

,u Concepts 196th Int Bde coordinate directly with t.he local RF and 
PF units, to organise joint opera.tio:na deeigned to ha.rveat and evo.cuate 
rice to secured areas. 1-46, lt,-31 o.nd ~1 Int vill deatroy rice md rice 
bods in areas where it ii impractical to bar\'eet and evnouo.te the crops. 
Thia will be done either by defoliation _through direct coordinntion ~th 
the Brigade Cbemico.l otf'icer or by aey expedient meona. Rice denial oper­
a.t1ons vill be conducted until the end ot the present dee barveet season 
(See Annex c, Civil Af'tais) . 

b. 2-1 Inta 
1. Continue current operations 

* 2. · __ Support province torou (18 requ1red t:hrough combined operati<>n9 1a 
which rice in contested areu 1a bo.rveated bJ PRO,.,GVN nnt.1.onola. Area. 

• A-2 nre t'1rllt priority (See Civil Af'fo.ira Overl.Eq'). 

3. lTovide aecurit,- tor harvest opera.tiona in conjunction vith RP' and ) 
PF units in aren A,.3 (See Civil At.fairs Overlq). 

4• Seal"Ch out and Evo.cunte rice vh1ch is leco.ted 1n enem;y trnnshipping 
point.a. {See intell o'V9r~). 
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c. .;J... .LU.I. \.""·''.\..· ► • ... ,. {,· J .. .. •• 

'!. . .... ,.:. 
( 1) Continue current operotiona. ... · · · · 

(2) Suffg_!:,l\:._-··IJJl U)C .SON CJZ .04 '~~ ~ Jo~'t OJ:1'1',0.-~-- U.I~ 
ed,. to ~~ow ~VN ~~o~ ~ !thar'{e,at, rice in oonte~tec,. ort• ~1 and 
B-4. {See 8-ivil Attru.r,, . Overlar-!.,., . 

(3) Destroy rice and rice beda in the portions of a.reo.s Bft,11"2,~~ 
vhioh are 1.naccessalue to PRO-GVN nationala "" chemical meona OJ' an:, otber~-- -
expedient. (See Civil Attlirs O,erl.q) 

I 

d. 4-.31 Intl 
(1) Continue current operations~ 

(2) Support HIEP D'OO CPZ. and QUE SON CPZ as required through joint 
·o,perationa to recover rice tram areas C-1, C-2, C-3 and C-4. (See Civil Affairs 
Overla). . 

_ (.lJ Destroy by ohend.ccl or arq other means the rice and rice beds in 
areas 0~5, c-6, C-7, 0-8, C-C, and 0-10. (See Civil .Attaire OverltJ1'). 

e. 1.:./+6 Inf' : 

( 1 ) Continue c~t opero.tiona • 
. (2) Destroy by chemical meo.ns or OZf¥ other expedient me8M rice 0.Dd 

rice beds in areas D-1, D-2·, ... D-3, and D-4, (See Civil Af'ta!m ·<>verlq). 

· C'4) . Interdict retnna'POrtation p,inta sup_ply trails ~ ~c~o~n~c~~::::'z~~ ..... ... ~-~-:.:.--:_;.·.-.. -:-~ .. ~~·:.._._;:-- ;--~.~ .. ~=- .. ~~ -~~--:=-.: ~~~:----:=~~-~·-- -· --· 
•-..u1.-m--•~-•• --.,,. ,,. 
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r. F/17 Ca.v: 

(1) Continue current operations 
(2) Be prepared to conduct rice denial operations in conjunction with 

combat operations. 

g.,;,- ' 27th Chem Detachment: 
(1) Continue current operations 

(2) Support Bn 1s in destroying rice crops and rice beds as required. 
(3) Destroy the rice and rice· beds in area 1'--1 (See Civil .Atfd.ra Over-

lay)in aoordination with SF/CIDG ~~ TIEN PHUOC. . ·: ·: .. 

li. Coordinating Inatru~tionia , 

(1) Direct coordination .botveen units both US and provincial is directed. 
(2) Interdict enenv aippq trails and t~hipping points (See Intell 

Overl91') in conjunction with nomal operations, 

(3) Conduct operation designed · to locate en~ cache points. 

(4) Confiscated rice will be redistributed by the Bde S5. 

(5) Additional helicopter support requirements will be coordinated 
through the Bde s3. 

(6) Report to this Headquarters Pice control measures, to insure denial 
to the enemy, imposed by GVN hamlet, village, 3Jld district officials 

A.cblowledge : 

ANNEXE3: 
✓ A - Intelligence COL 
~ B - Intelligence Overlq · 

C - Civil Atfain/Paychological Operations 
,'" D - Civil Affa.irtJ Overlq 
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..-,ofia See OPORD 16-69 

• A ADA or oPERATIONs, 

a. Weather for April. (For other harvest monttts; ref'er to current · 
Cli&tulogical Summaries). April is the transition month .,between the 
northeast monsoon and the summer southwest1 monsoon which dominates the 
weather of Southeast Asia from mid May through September. 'lbus, the 
general flow pattern over Southeast Asia· is weak and variable, 'lbe 
main producers of precipitation during the month a.re rainshowers and 
thund~rst~rms. Most precipitation occurs with afternoon and evening 
thunderatoru ·· and rainshowers during April, Some weather dr1~zle ma.y · 
occur, however. Average monthly precipitation is approximately one inch, 
and thunderstorms occur on about 4 days of the month. Precipitation in 
the hilly areas surrounding the west end of the TAM KY-TIEN PHUOC High• 
wa.y should be slightly greater. Thunderstorms influencing the ·Ao during 
April will be of the. type that forms over the .China Sea during the e3.rJ.r 
hours of daylight and is pushed southwetwo.rd over the coastal plain into 
the mountains. Such storms do produce hail which does not often reach 
the ground, .but do pose a hazard to aircraft. Visibility during April 
increases generally over the course of the lll0?lth. Fog BJ.so decrea-. 
but in steep sided valleys (vie BTJ.812) there may be thick fog on S to 
10 mornings during the month, Fog almost always dissipates by mid-morn­
ing. Ceilings awrage 2,500 feet during the month, In QUANG TIN Prov• 
ince, April temperatures a.re somewhat less than the maximum, which does 
not generally occur until June or JUly, The high during the day. in the 
AO should be a.bout 90 degrees during April, with night time lows a.bout 70 
degrees. 'lhe general trend of .relative hwniditiea duriM the month of 
April is downward, ranging from 80% at night to possible lows between .SO 
!l.nd 6o% during the day. Surface· w1nds in the AO during April should be 
generally from the east, and very light. There is a. small poseibil~ty . 
that typt,on activity would influence the AO during April. Typhoon re­
mnant cells could be blown inland over the hills on the north an,l south 
of the highway and the resulting precipitation could cause serious flood 
damage • . See current illumination data for illumination informatio~, 

~ . 
b. Effects on Ehell\Y Cours• of Action. Ehe1111 rice can:ying act1Vity. 

increases as the l~. illumination wanes. The relatively dry, warm:· 
nights pernd. t rice carrying pe.tJ;ols.· .t? :mo~~ t~ugh populated a.reas reg­
ularly, simplifying his co-ordlnat1on · and 'scheduling. 'lbe possibility 
of morning ground fog in the 'vt.lleys· $1'.lha.rices the sectn'ity of his move­
ments, The necess~ty for civilians to work the rice paddies in relatively' 
large numbers during the harvest season gives the VC an opportunity to 
abduct civilian laborers for carrying rice to his base areas. 

o. Effects on Friendly Course of Action, 'lbe seasonal winds and 
the low mountain ceilings occurring during harvest periods ·may limit aerial 
operations. Friendly ground activity will not be effected, howerer~ 

(1) General I 

(a) Rice· production areas in the 'I'ien Fhuoc/Hau n.to ·a.rea.s ue cel>m­
pa.rtmented by hills a.nd rows of heavy vegetation, Paddies tend to be 
terraced to account for the uneven terrain, Rugged, mountainous terrain 
dominates the cultivated area on a.11 aides. Adequate water is provided 
by rivers in the area .although light precipitation during the anding rainy 
sea.son has left the ground drier than usual. Wheeled vehicles a.re limited 
to 'I'ien Pbuoc - Tam ~ road, Off road movement for ~eked vehicles ie 
possible _but movement 1s canaliz~ and slow. There are numerous heli• 
copter landing zones in the area~ · · 

(b) Rice produotin areas in the Que Son (D)/H1ep Due (D)/Thang Binh 
(D) areas a.re characterized by generally na.t open ~erra.1n bordered on·the 
west by the Nu1 Cho111 and Deo Le Mountains a.nd on .the south by' mountains 
starting on a. line l)etwaen A'l9~~5 and · BT1 '3'3Q. . Ad~n~tp -~""r-! ~~"'!'!~..!-..:..- -
.-~• .':. -- ~ • - • -- -: _. : : ~ .,,,. ._,_ ... ~ """,.1,,,1,. -~ .... . ....... ~ .. ~ ... ,.. ... , .. 
- ~ ..... ..., M,-"'I-~ ,. •'•b,"T1;- ,J;..,,_11.V'" ~ - - -- --- ---
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ftvers s.nd streams throughout the area although the area. is 
·· year due to a light rainy sea.son~ 'lbere is good trafficability 

ed vehicles and foot movement throughout, but wheeled vehicles 
ed to Hw,s 535 !Uld SJ4, The terrain is compartmented b7 rows of 

Teget&tion, There are numerous helicopter landing ~o~~s throughout the 
area, 

(2) Effect on Eileey Courses of Action& In the Tien Phuoc/Hau ~c 
areas, the hills and heavily vegetated areas provide the enemy- with num­
erous staging and storage places, EneJI\Y' control of the many hills domi• 
nating the r1ce fields woUld give him the ability to direct fire on har­
vesting parties and would make the area difficult to· secure for friemly 
troops, · There are numerous sites for anti-aircra.ft weapons, Covered 
routes into and out of the rice areas a.re well suited for r!l.ids and am­
bushes, In the QJ.ie Son/Hiep IXlc/'Ihang :Sinh areas, more open terrain with 
low hills, the enemy- is also capable of harassing the ho.rvest ~ctiVity, 
using small highly manueverable forces. 

(:,) Effects on F.r:iendly Courses of Action, The terrain in the Tian 
Phuoc/Hau IXlc ~re& affords infantry units the ca.pa.bility of infantry and 
airmobile operations for both the protection and lllOVement of ha.rvesting 
parties within rice gathering areas, In the ~e Son/Hiep n.tc/Tho.ng B1nh 
areas the terrain lends itself to ·more rapid cross-country movement b;y 
both tracked vehicles and infantry t.r•ops with the exception of the moun­
tunous area, · Necessary troop commitment for the securing of rice har­
vesting areas, and the protection of hcmvesting p,.rties within the Q.ie Son 
Hiep nic/'nl:mg Binh ~eas should normally be considera.bly less than the 
number required for the Tien Phuoo/Hau nic areas as &erioJ. reconnaissance, 
s.rtillery o.nd tacticaJ. ~ir will be more effective, 

3, ( C) ENEMY SITUATION, 
· · ., .. • . • In the GVN controlled o.reas of the eastern AO, rice is 

produced. almost exclusively by c1vil1on farmers on rel3.tively smo.11 farms, 
whose function is primu-ily to produce eneough rice for the nutritional 
requirements of the fa.rmers'fam111es, The farmers genera.Uy store rice in 
o.n unpolished state, transporting it in relatively small quantities to 
m1lls1tes a.s food requirements dicta.ta. (tludllld 7r1ce spoils less quick­
ly than milled (polished) rice), If there is a plentiful harvest, rice 
will be sold off to provide family income, 
. Mtlls a.nd-JD..'U'kets In 'lbang Jinh -(I) and ~111· If¥ (~ a.re located to the 
e~st of the lo.rger eu1ti.-.-t.lonarel\s, generally along the railroad. As 
a consequence, the civilian rice transportation routea generally follgw 
an ea.st-west direction, l!he~ rice procuring parties Jm1St extract cap­
tured or purchased grain southwest or west into the hills 1n the center 
of the eastern AO in order to take advantage of the security this terrain 
offers, See Appendix 3 for lmown locations of rice mills, 
. 'Ihe number of captured rice receipts indicates that a substantial 
qu3.llt1ty· of rice presently being procured in the e!l.stern AO is being pur .. 
chased. (See Appendix 4 for & detailed list of known purch&se/tranaship,­
ment points). In these areas, VC and NVA rioe procuring p:irties sometimes 
purchase rice directly form farmex-s or at local mlrkets, using South Viet- · 
na.mese currency furnished through Provincial or Regimental channels b;y the 
nnance and F.conomy etaff sections. Frequently, Finance and F.conoJI\Y' cadre 
aupervise these activities directly, Rice purchased in these areas is 
then eva.cu~ted under the control of VC Forward Supply Councils, to enemy 
ba.se areas, where it is atored for future consum:,tion, 

J,ndica.t1onct a.re tha.t Local Force VC uni ta, opera.ting in GVN cont.rolled 
area, are able to obtain from civilians "llld from their own f:u-ms sufficient 
food to sustain their ca.mpaips, so tho.trice caches 1n VC base a.reas need 
be deploted only while these local force units are refitting or stn.nding 
down for training. This ea.se in obtaining food is expected to decrea.se as 
Local Force units receive l!l.rger numbers of North Vietnamese replacements, 
however, with the effect thtl.t some rice will have to be carried fo;?'1ffll:d 
from ba.se a.re~ caches w9a~ it is ava.1l~ble, · 
· lforlhe~ 'lha.ng ~nh (DJ , is now the only rema.inin~ area of_ the r.ooa!~1- -:--.:-
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· ~be obt3.ined without large expenditure of money or tinu,, 
~orts a.t streng\bening governmental control over the :i.rea a.re being 

vigorously resisted for this r•son, 
> rn the ·ii&st of the Brigsde AO west of the foothills, the ·enemy obt&ins 
r1oe by growing it himself, Areas of enemy rioe production a.re depicted 
on the operations overlay ~t Annex D, Some rice &tfd·other foodstuffs is 
infiltrated along routes indic!lted, along with storage/~shipment points 
at Appendix 4 to this Annex. • 

Appandic 
1·• Rice Procurement Sources 
2 • Rioe Cache Reports 

COL 

:,... Previous Rice Cache Locations 
4 • Rice Stora,ge/'l'ranssh1pment Points and Supply Routes 

IU:S'J.UBUTION, Special 

OFFICIAL, 
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