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SUBJmTs P.t-omulgation of 196th Me OPIAN 7-70 (PW REJJOVl!ltY OmtATIONS) (U) 

SEE DlBTRIBUTION 

1. (U) Transmitted herewith is 196th Bde OPIAN 7-70 (PW RECOvmY OPERATIONS) 
(U). 

2. (S) This plan provides for the rapid reaction by the 196th Bde to exploit 
credible intelligence reports on the location of US Prisoners of War. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

-
OPIAN 7-70 (Ptl runovmY OPERATIONS) (U) . . 

Reference i MAP VIETNAM, 1 c50, 000 

Task Organization. Cm-rent Task Organi~ation. 

1. (0) srruATmN: 

a. Enenu forces. 

(1) CtnTent INTStJ?.B. 

(2) Annex A, Intelligence. 

b. Frie~ forces. 

Cow,\ ot \Ocopiee 
lits, 196th Int' Bde 
HAWK HILL (BT-226319), RVN 
221800 Aug 70 
BRO 

(1) Amer.teal Jltvision cont~nues current operations. 

(2) . 7th Mar Regt continues current operations. 

(3) 198th · Inf Me continues our.rent operations. 

(4) 5th ARVN Regt contimles current opa!'ations. 

c. Attachments and Detachments. Task Organization. 

d. Aasuq,tiona. 

(1 ) Intelligence som-ces will report locations of US Prisoners of 
War or suspected PW camps in 196th Bde . TAOI. 

(2) The ene:rv- will not voluntar~ release all Prisoners of War in 
his control. 

2. (S) MISSIONt 

On ord6t' the 196th Bde conducts immediate recoV9l'1' operations to 
exploit credible intelligence reports on the location of t1S P.risoners 
of War in the 196th Bde TAOI. 

3. (S) E)Gl}UTION: 

a. Concept of Operation., 

(1) Muieuver. · Upon receipt of credible and time~ intelligence in­
formation, giving the locations or US prisoners or FW camps, 196th Bde 
immediat~ oommencea recov61!3' operations. Operations will be directed. 
toward exploitation or the intelligence information vith sutticient · 
toroea conmitted or prepared tor oomitment to insure location and 
extiraotion or prisoners. An a:lr cavalry troop with aero rine platoon 
will be dispatched immediate~ to the reported prisoner location to search 
and gain contact with en81111 secur:l. ty uni ts. The Inf Bn in whose TAOR the 
prisoners are reported will }ll'Ovide one infantr, compau,y as a. standby re­
action force. React.ion force will be prepared for . illlnediate combat assault 
to assist air caw.l.17 troop in recovery operations. Upon coDIDitment of 
the reaction force, Bn ~ assume OFCON or air caval:ry troop. 

(2) nres. Ann'a: B, Fire Sup~rt. 
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b. 4/31, 2/1, 1/ 46, 3/21 Inf Bns: 

(1) Continue our.rent o;perations. 

(2) Provide one rine company as standby _reaction force. 

(3) On order reinforce reaction force with one infantey battalion (-)~ 

(4) Be prepared to assume comma.m of recovery operations and to re-
cei ve OICON ot one air cavaJ..rr troop. 

c. A Co 26th Bng:r Bos 

(1) Continue current operations. 

(2) Be prepared to provide an engineer A team for construction of 
LZ • s in support ot PW recovery operations. 

d. 48th IPSD: Contime current operations~ 

e. C<>0rdinatillg Instructions. 

(1) This plan is effective for planning upon receipt and execution 
~~. . 

(2) Th!s plan gives authority .for the oonduct ot PW recoV81'7 opera­
tions throughout 196th Bde TAOI only. 

(3) Intelligence information concerning looation ot US PW•e will be 
transmitted to Bile by using FLASH precedence. 

4- (U) BmVlCE SUPPCRT: Current SOP. 

5. (U) COMMAH> AND SIG!C 

a. Signal. Current SOI Index: in etreot. 

b. Ooil1IJIEmd. Bde CP at HAWK HD..L. 

Aakmwledge: 

Appendixes: A - Intelligence 
B - _Fire SUpp:,rt 

D IS'IRIBUTIONs Special. 
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Annex.A (mn..LIGOOE) to 196th Bde OPIAN 7-70 (PW RIDOVl!RY OPmATIONS) (U) 

1, (C) SUMMARY OF ENEMY ACTIVITY 

a. Current 196th Bde IN'ISUMS. 

b. Current 5th ARVN Regt; INTSOO. 

o. MAOV Specif'io ~elligenoe Collection Requirement (SlCR), Sub­
j eot: P.risoner of War Intelligence (U), dated 20 July- 1 'TIO. 

2. (C) ESSEllrIAL ELEMENTS OF INFURMATION: 

a~ Essential Elem.ems or Information (EE I) 

(1) Where are the en8JI\V 1 s Prisoner or War (N) camps located in the 
Bde Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI)? 

(2) Hov me.tl1' prisoners are in the camps'? What is their nationality-? 

(3) What is the WA/VJ policy· or guidance on the capture or execution 
or us personnel? 

b. other Intelligence RequirE111ents: 

(1) What security measures does the enenv use rar IV camps? 

(2) What is the physica1 plan of the enanv PW camps? 

(3) lbw of'ten are these camps moved? How f'ar'l 

(4) Iw accessible are the PW camps to ground i'orcea? .Airmobile 
forces? 

(5) What is the availability of landing zones (LZ) near the oampa? 
How lil8l]1 helicopters will each LZ hold? 

(6) What is the physical condition of PW's in the eneDlr camps? 

3. (0) MELLIGENJE ACQUlSrI'ION TASKS: 

a. Orders to Subordinate and Attached Units. Report as obtained all 
EBI by the moet expeditio1:19 means. 

b. Requeet to Higher~ Adjacent and Cooperating Units: Appropriate 
infoniation as it becomes ·available. 

4. . .(0) MEASURES FOR HANDLING PERSONNEL, DCCUMENTS AND MATmIAL 

a. Intelligence Annex, 196th Bde. 

b. Americal. Division OPIAN 8-70 (EGRESS RIDAP) (U) (TSP)• 

5. (C) DOOUMEN!' AND/CR EQUIPMENr REQUlRED 

a.. Maps• SOP. 

b. Fhoto-aoaaio ot the TAOI., scale approximate~ 11.3,000, as 
approwd by G2 Air. 

o. PJ.ctamap, .. ac,ale 1125,000, as required. _ 

6~ (c) OOIJM'mIN'l'EIJ;IGBNJE. Intelligence Annex., 196th Bde SOP. 
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7 • (U) REPffiTS AND DISTRIBUTION 

a. Amari.cal Divia:ton SOP. 

b. AZ!¥ inf'ormation on t.he subject of eliel?\'f PW camps will. be inmed­
iate~ forwarded to the Ed9 Tactical Operations Center (mro) by the Bde 
Seoure Net using FLASH precedence. 
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Annex _! (FlRE StJPPCRT) to 196th Bde CPI.AN 7-70 (Pi RIDOVERY Ol?FRATIONS) (U) 

1 • (C) SITUATION 

a. Enell\V forces 

(1) Current IN'l'SOO 

(2) ·Annex A, Izrtelligence 

b. ~iend.:cy' forces: Basia Plan 

o. Attac!ment and Detachments, laragraph ,30. 

2, (S) MISSIDN: 

196th Bde conducts m1ediate retJover, operations to exploit credible 
intelligence reports on the location of US prisoners ot war in the Bde 
TAOI. 

3. (S) ExmUTION: 

a~ Concept ot operations; Recovel"3' operations will cO!llllence within 
the 196th Bde TAOI upon rooeipt of. eredible and time'.q intelligenoe infor­
mation giving tho loca.t,ion or US pt"iaon<:1:s or PCM c~•• 

b. Air SUpport: 

(1) Air request per Bde Combat SOP. 

(2) Priority of Bde tactical an- assets to Bn conducting recoverf 
operations. 

(3) Air cap provided on oa'.ll. 

c. Artillery Support: 

(1) Field Artillery 

Organiu.tion for Combat: 

.3d Bn, 82d Arty: DS 196th Bde; Be prepared to support recoveey 
operations in ate TAOI • 

.3d Bn, 16th Arty: Gm 3-82 Arty. 

(2) A:b:- Defense Artillery­

Orgam.~ation for Combat: 

G Bl;rJ, 55th Arty: GS 
. . 

d, Naval Gunfire Suppol;"'t: Available naval gunfire vill be employ-eel 
against appropriate targets. 

e. Artillery and Air strike Warning Control Center Operations& 
Continue normal operationa, 

4, (U) SffiVIOE SUPRET~ CUITent SOP 

5, (U) COMMAND AND _SIGNAL& 

a. Signal: current· SGI Index in effect, 
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