
IN MEMORIAM 
Our Man in Washington, A.E.Griffith Bates Jr, 

Because of the nature of our Alliance, we seldom 
write an obituary on one of our members. But we 
do have t.o make an exception for Bates, which is 
what he wanted t.o be called. Sgt Bates, a veteran 
~ 

of "Dog• Company, ~ Infantry Regiment in the 
1952-53, passed away on 1 January 2008 in 
Washington, D.C. of pulmonary fibrosis. 

Few of you knew Bates who was so private a 
· person that he did not want his name mentioned in 

connection with the mammoth services he 
rendered this Alliance and its members. A large 
amount of the documentation about the 2nd 

Infantry Division's activities in the Korean War 
including Divisional, Regimental and other Units' 
Command Reports and more specific baWe 
information which we have here at Headquarters is 
due t.o his efforts. Every time one of you had a 
specific question about an action in which you 
participated in the Korean War or about medals 
etc, we faxed it t.o Bates for research. He spent all 
of every Saturday at NARA (National Archives) 
doing research for us. He CX>pied all appropriate 
files (at $0.15 a page), thousands of them, at his 

own expense for over 10 years, starting in the 90s 
under then Secretary-Treasurer Charley Heath. 
Bates knew NARA so well that he was able t.o get 
the answer t.o our questions in short order. He was 
the most invaluable person in our effort to provide 
a first rate service t.o our members. 

A few months ago, when Bates already knew he 
was dying, he shipped three file boxes t.o my office, 
so much so that I had t.o buy an additional file 
cabinet. He also sent maps to our cartographer 
specialist, Dick Raybould. Now that the material is 
with us, we hope t.o be able t.o answer most of the 
questions of our members in the future. It will be 
more time consuming, though. A few of us had the 
privilege of meeting Bates on 29 5eptember 2007 
at the National Book Festival in Washington. It was 
obvio~ then how ill he was. 

Bates had retired from the Defense Mapping 
Agency in 1991. Thereafter he began his volunteer 
work. He had another organization for which he 
worked: Greenpeace. He set up their archive · 
system and worked in their finance department. He 
was honored by Greenpeace last year for 25,000 
hours of volunteer work!!! 

We of the 210-KWVA salute the memory of a 
gallant soldier and dedicated veteran r# the Second 
To None Division. We suggest that our members 
express their thanks for Bates' untold good deeds 
to his fellow veterans by making a financial 
donation • To the Memory of Sgt Bates". Please 
make checks t.o 2ID-KWVA and indicate that it is a 
donation for Bates at the bottom of the check. Mail 
t.o our Membership Dept (Address on page 2). 

AU DONAT.rO#SHELP IJSaJIIT.r/llJETHE 
.2ll),,,«WVA AcnvrDESA/10 IS SO APPRECIATED! 

Ralph M. Hockley, Secretary 
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