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THE 198TH JIP'Am'RY Hll!WS 

lh May of 1967, the Department of Defense announced the formats.on 

of a new infantry brigade which would be aent to Southeast J.sia. The 

new unit, the.198th tight Infantry Brigade, was to be formed &om 

persomel of the 1st and 2nd Armored Divisions at Fort Hood, Texa.s • 

and would' be trained at Fort Hood prior to deployment. 

Although it was referred to as a "new" brigade, Headquarters and 

Jtoadquarters CompaJ\V., 198th Infantry Brigado, had originally beon formed 

in the 01-ganiged Reserves in Pennsylvania in 1921, Md was ma.do an· 

organic element of the 99th Infantry Division. In the ear~ stages of 

World War lr, Headauarters and Haadquartors ColllJ)an1, 198th Infantry 

Brigade, was redesignatod· as the 3rd P.1.att>On- of tho 99th Caval.27 Troop and" 

was ord()red to aotivo duty in Europe with tho 99th Infantry Division, 

The unit fought in the Rhineland, Ardennea--llsaoe, and Central Europe 

Campd.gns, was cited by tho Belgian A'fflf1' tor action at Eisonborn Crest· 

and tho Ardannes, and was awarded the Bolgian P'ourragero, After the war, 

the unit ws placed in the Reserves, and the 3rd Platoon ot the 99th 

Cavalry Troop was again designa.tod as HQ&dquuters and Hoadquartors 

ColllPtlJ'9', 198th Intant17 Brigade, 

Short~ after tho Detenso Dei,artment I s amouncomont ot . tho activation­

of the 198th, tho Brigade began training at Fo?'t Hood under Colonel James 

R. Waldie, the first Brigade Commander, During the training, mpha.sis 

was plaood on jungle fighting tochniquos and air mobUitq- skills 

necessa17 to fight tho guerilla war in Vietnam. In August 1967, Colonel 
' . 

Waldie acceptod the Brigade1-s oolorl!I from Brigadier GoneNl Ralph L. 

Foster, Assistant Division Commander (Suppoi-t) of the 1st A.mored Division 

at tho Brigade's first formal review, At this roview1 tho motto of the 

Brigado- "Br0.ve and Bold"- was also unveiled. It had been pmned by 

Colonel Waldie and a-pproved. by the Aney-111 DoPQrtmont ot Heraldry, 
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rn Oatobel" 1957, the Militiary fi-ansport Ships USS· Gordon and ms 
Upshur brought the Brigade f.roni Oakls.na. , Cl!.lifornia to Dansng, Vietnam. 

At Danang, the Brigado boarded IST· boats which transport·ed the "Brave 

an~ Dold" to Chu Iai, where thEt unit ca.me ashore on October 22, Fo,n­

days later, the 198th was assigned as an integral imit of' the recant]Jr 

activatod Amarical Division, , 

At tlµs 'initial deployment~, the Brigade consisted of 1st _Batta.lion, 

46th lh.fantr;v, 1·s-t Battalion, 6th Infantry, 1st Batta.lion, 52nd In.fant:r:vr· 

1st· Battalion, il~th Artlller,-1 H 'rraop, 17th Caval.ry'J ancl the 5.5~h 

!hgineer Battalion·, rn time the Brigade would lose the 1st Ba.tt-i:ilion, 

Mth Inf~.ntry, but would gain t ·hs ,th Battalion, 46th :rnf'antr,y, '!"be 

1st· BA.ttalion, 14t1t Artfiler;r was later· reassigned tb Amarioal D1 vision 

Artillery but still sup1'.)0~S the Brigade, 'l'he .55,eh !hgineer Batte.lion 

was redasignated Company- B, 2tH~h l!hgineer Battalion, and it too still 

supports t'he Drigade. Presentzy, t'he Drigade is composed of its Raad.quarters 

and Headquarters Compa.ny-, thre,e infantry 'E:attalions,. ona cavalry troop, 

a scout dog platoon, and a ohe:mical detacbmont, 

About· be.lf of the mm in -the newly arrived Brigado r-eceivod their 

in-count'ry train'ing at Chu Iai from the 196th Infantry Brigade, whilo 

the rmainr1er of the "Brave ancT :Bold" went· to Due Ph> for train1ng w1 th 

the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. The 198th troops at Due Pho 

remained there tmtil the arrival o-f the 11th Infantr,y Brigade in Decanber-

1907 at which time thsv rejoined the r-ast of the 198th at· Chu ltd. Meanwhile, 

the 196th :tnf antry Brigade redaployed' from the Chu Ie.i area to relieve 

the 1st 19rigac1e, 101st Air'bon,10 DlVitd.on· and the 198th relisved the 

196th in place. · 

The first major operatiol'll launched by the 198th was Operation 

Mus~atine, a multi-battalion nianeuver begm in December 1967 in the 

northern areas- of Quang Ngai Provino-a. Joining the Brigado were ol.anents 
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i· . i DECLASSIFIED f 
\ I AuLioOI)' \ll\).Qf,:r~ I 

·;BY~ARADate~~- 1 

ot _ th~ 2nd ARVN Divisien and· the "3rd' ,BrlgMie, -~h Wantry Division, 

-Ill.ring the operation, which '.l)i-Sted until June 1968-, the 198th relieved 

the ~d ROK Marino Drigado a1nd assumed full resp:,nsibility for the 

loreans' tactical area of re.sponsibility (TAOR) • . 

Dllring the .ffl holiday :period of oarly-1968, . Viet Cong and North 

VietMm~se tr.oops launched their largest o:f'.:f'en'ldve of tho war, Part.ica:iu~ 

harrl -pressed were the northe:rnmost ar.e&s · of I Corpe 'l'aoUo&L Zone ar~ 

Im.a and Danang, The 1st F.a.tt:dion, 6th Infantry, along with other units, 

del)loyed to the DaMng area ·to rein.for<,e i;he-Allied positions a.round the 

pt!>PJlmls c1ty-. For ~ta 'P!;rl ·in rtJpals;t.ng the ·enGIIV attatks- --and 0-onductbJg 

operations in the new area, ·t.be ''Regula.rs" of 11ft t.attA].ton, 6th Inf antty 

were awarded the Valorous t1n:1t Citation, 

!:n March 1968,. -Sth Patt1111on, -46t:h Infant,ry j .oiJred th& Drigade and 

the 198th cont·tnuecl to opera,~e with 1'dl.:U' inf ali~ be;ttdions until July 

.. 

1969 when the tat DattaJ.ic,n, ti6th Infantry was reassigned to another Brigade, 

In Aprll 196&, Or,eratioir,. Du,-linir.ton TraU was b~ by elementa of 
I 

the 198th, With the assistan1t,e ot 1st SQuadron, "1st Cai,alry, the, road 

from Tam~. capital of Quan,?; Tin Province, to 'Tien Pm.to, a Sl)eeial 

Forces outpost and a distric•t. capita]. in Quang Tin Province,- was OPElled, 

When the operatinn bad ended in Nlvember 1968, 1,948 eneJ!tY' had been 

killed and 545 weat,ons- oaptuired, 

In :Augu~ 1968, a Viet i~o11g terrori~ attack on .Son 'l'ra, a fisbi!ig 

hamlet in-the Brigade Is area..,, dest?"oyed 4,54 ho111es, lcilled 88 perPJOns-

73 of thm oivilians, and wo,mded more than- 100 individuals., I.mmed'iat~, 

a comoo.ny of the 1st Dattali«:m, 52nd Infantry was assigned t o seC\U'e the 

hamlet while memhers of the ]Brigade and the A.merical Div.tsion went to 

work to rebuild Son Tra.- The 198.th donated SO tents, 60 po,mds of clothes, 

and food :f'or the tiislooated 1oeople while the 26th Engineer· Battalion-
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used their heavy equipment to clear and reconstruct the hamlet, By the 

time they were finished, 42 ten-family hnusing units, a school, a market 

place, and an aid station were all constructed, 

In January 1969, Operation Russell Beach· was initiated an the 

Batagnan l>aninMi1a., south of Chu Lai, 'fhe operation was a ma.ssive 
' 

ps.cific~tion- effort designed to eH.11111\ate vc. units; base area_s, tnaterials~ 

and me~bers ot the Viet Cong Int&structuro. The 5th r>A ttalion, 1.J6tb Intiintr.r 

joined with a battalion· of another brigade to form Task Force CooksctY 

(named after Brigadier General Howard W, Cookse.v, Assistant Divi.1d.011 

Commander of the Americal Division who commanded the Task Force)• DS" 

Marines, Nnvy awittboata, and e].ernents of the 2nd ARVN" Division also 

took part m the o-peration, 

The peninsula, long a Viet Cong stronghold and the birthplace of the 

Viet Minh ioovement over two decades ago, was isolated from the ma:inlana. ., 

by a cordon set up by Task Force Cooksey, and 12,000 mnocant ci'filiana 

ware relocated, Refugeo8 were screened at a cantor noAr Quang Ngai Cit:, 

• and 250 members of the Viet Cong I:nf astrncture and over 200 Viet Cong 

soldiers were apPrehended. The combat phase of tho operation claimed the 

lives of e.n adr.itional 210 Viet Cnng and the capture of numerous quantities 

of ane!l\'f equipment. 

In February 1969, the Americal Division was reorganized a.long the 

Reorganiza.tion of Arrrry Divi.sions Plan, an~ tho ~.esignation Light Intantt7 

Brigade was replaced by 198th J.nfantry Frigade. 

• In 1-krch 1969, the Brigade and the 6th ARVN Regiment embarked on­

Operation Geneva Park, an opera.tion still in pro~ess, The mission is 

to olind.nate tho enenr, f orces within _the 'l'Aat ,rhilo rrtrossing PaiOificat.1olt 

and combined US/ARVN operations, 
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In-August 1969, an element of 1st Bat.talion, 52nn Infantry, found' 

themselves hailed as heroes by the resinents of a hamlet near Qwµrg 

Ngai City. The unit hao located, in an abannoneti Buclclhist Paged.a, a 
-

200-year old bell and a three.-foot yellow statue of Budaha. which the-

Y1lla~ers ·of Son Loe lia.d been missing for several years. The return 

of the8e two items and several nther reliJ?;inus artif'acts marked the 

~~tum of the woper religious worship for the villau:ers which they 
i,:. 

had been unable to have for several yea·rs • . The villagers showed their 

appreciation by honoring the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, with a 
two-hour na.rade in which over 1500 people ~ched through the streets 

of Quang Ngai City to the hamlet of Snn Loe. 

With the be~innine: nf the dry sea son in March 19',0, a tbr-ee-pronged 

effort was initiated ag$lil!st the. 48th Viet Cong Local F,,roe Battaliont 

a. long time oocu~ of the Batangan Peninsula, and other VC units 

in the area~ First, pacification efforts were intensified with three­

new hamlets established in the area. during the sprin~ ann summer- of 

1970. B,y September, • over 5000 persons ha.n moved into these new hamlets. 

Secondly, a massive road construction and upgradinr.; program was 

begun by the 39th En,:.i:ineer Battalion witl:c the objective of openi.ng up 

isolated areas of the Batanf!:an Peninsula. · Vietnamese District and Provincial 

Fnrces provided security for the en~ine<'.'!l's. 

The third phase of tho operation was a ma.ssive 1ann clearing project· 

on the Peninsula by the .59:th La.nd Clearing Company. ~ the first of 

0-ctober, nearly 13,000 ac~es of land had been cleared• clenying the 

enew his tunnels. caches, and bunkers ann uncovering ma.ny enerrw mines 

and booby traps. 

Meanwhile. the 198th Infantry Bri(l:nne conducted similar operations 

along the Tra Bong Road •. The road• stretching from . QL-1 fifteen miles 

south of Chu La1 to Tra Bong ·oistriot Headquarters, was until recently 
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ju~ a narrow, nirt Pa.th. ;Jjf Ma.v 1970• & convoy utilizing vehicles from 

the 2Jrd Suppzy a.nn Transmrta.tion Batta.lion and Division Artillery, 

with convoy security provided a.long the rrmte anrl within · the convoy by· 
-~ . • . 

H' 'l}roop, 17th Cavalry ann 1.st Battalir,n, 52nd Infantry, reopened the 

ro~d which ha~ nnt been userl in over a year• Presentzy~ Company B, , 
~ . 

; =·-"t • , · . , i 

26th Enp.:inaer Battalion and the 103rd ARW Engine~r -Battalion are 
~ . 

' ;"t . 
u~aning JO _ kilometers of ·the road to make it an .- all weather ~ad. , 

Concurrently, the enr!ineer ,company ha.~ Clea.red a. r'rtion of the -land 

along tha road, elimina.tin~ -- the ene~t hied.ti~ plac~s and ambus)r sites. 
, ;;,, 

1 mission the Briga~e l!las retained i~ pa.l~o~ing the "i-ocket pc,cket", 

a lar~e area west of Chu Lai _whare eriei!t i-o'okat att,acks are launched 
' 

against C~ Lai. In Ma.,_y ~970, after a l~ge rocket; attack on the base, 

C Compal'\\r• 5th Ba.tt11iion, 46th Itt.tantry, combat as,aulted into the 

rocket 1x;cket anrl ca'ptured Lf3 Communist rockets wi'ti_h timina; nevices 

set up on bamboo airninp: stakes. The rocket~, which were all ca.mou.flaged, 

wara disarmoo ann evacu11.too 'by the com-pany. 

Be,,zinning in the last w,eek of June 1970, the 5th Batta.linn, 46th 
l 

Infantry established a fowa.rd commann post at Ky Tra., northwest o~ 

Chu Lai, and began extensive combined operations with Vietna.mese District' 

and Provincial Forces from Ly Tin District ann Quang Tin Province. 

Combat operati,,ns in the Ky Tra Valley operations have been hig:hly 

successful with over 100 enenw killed an~ l"!(')re thc'l.n 40 weapons captured. 

A.cMiticmalzy, 1st Batfa\lion, 52nd Infantry has been conAucting 

combined operations with the 6th ARVN Rep:iment southwest of Chu La.i. The 

operations have been aimoo at the 406th Sapper Battalion and local Viet 

. Cong forces. These operations have been extremelY miccessful m 
pre-empting enel!\Y' attacks on Provincial outpnsts and pacification hamlets. 

A technique of operation employed by all---ttnits of the Brii:i;s.ne which 
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se\zed the initiative from t ho eneey was the i'nit~tion of saturation 

patrolling an~ ambushing. 
,!_~ 

,: The Brigade has alsn -placon great emphasis on denying rice to the-

eneII\Y'. Night patrols sent out by cnmpanies of all three battalions hav-e 

inierdicted enent1 snlcliers attempting tn make their w~ into villages t . . • 
01' ·: .towarn s rice caches . to gather food for their units. Reacting swiftly-

i • ' :· . . ' 

t~ .. timely intell~ence, maneuver elemetite sbarch out suspected loda.tiot1s 
. . ' ' 

~or· hidden enent1 rice caches. Often uftits of t}:ie ... '.Srigade j_t-e ~~ed to 

secure· rice field.s as civilian farmer~ Mrvt9lirt the~r crops. A large role 
. I 

in the ribe ~enial ~o~lm ha.rs been played by the »,:-~a.de's Psychological 
. I 

Operhtion~ Section, which broa.cicasts messages tn tbf3 local population 
' A 

' 
urging them to report eneII\Y' attempts to extort ricef'rom thEl!l and 

nrnmising GVN support to the farmers if they report these attempts. 

,. 
. .. 

Pacificatinn offorts ha.v,e· not been confined to the Batanga.n· PaninS11la. 

Two pacification ha.?T1lets begun in October 1969 and one begun in March 

1970 have been comoletel,y turned over toCPJN authorities with the Brigaoe•s 

troops being witM.rawn . and America.n-trainoo local Vietnamese Forces 

remaininit f or security. A large pa.rt c;,f the -pacification program is the 

Medical Civic Action Program (MEDCAP), ar,ministered by battalion surgMns 

a.nn ain.men-, often . in cooperation with Vietnames~ military ann. civilian 

merlical persnnnel. From March t<? September 1970, the Briga~e has helrl 

nearly 200 MEDCAPs with over 10,000 ,:,enl)le be~ troa.ted. 

Combined operations with Vietnamese RegionaT and Popular Forces 

f om another part of the -p,qci.f.ica.tion an~ Vietnandzation programs. 

Combinerl or>erations are used not only as a means of eliminP..ting oneII\Y' 

forces, but also as a tra.inilitg vehicle in small unit tactics for the­

local ViAtnamese r ~roes. In the pacification areas, combined operations, 

_ in which the Regional and Popular Fnrces receive ini,truction on weapons, 

==-===_:__~ 
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ta~ics, ra.aio procedures an0 a0justiru-r artillery are conducted a~ily. 

T~13 success of this training W!s evidenced when local forces, securing 

two pacification hamlets alone after tho neparture of ~igane troops, 

t~ce suooossfully defended against enen& ~+.tacks on the 'b.amlets_. 

Throughout its three years in Vietnam, the missions and accomplishments 

o~ • the 198th Infantry Brigade ha\ro been as varied as its area cf operations. 

Whether' o-pening a roa.d thrmigh thick jungle terrain, securing a 

paM.fication- hwet alon~ the co~stal plain, searching the inland mcuntams 

foi- the enen:t'{ and his base areas, or prnvining mqdioal attention for 

sick children and comfort to homeless adults, th, Brigade has perf{')rrned' 

in an outstanding manner and has lived up to its r,iotto- "The Brave 

and Bold"• 
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1~8I'R :PWAKTRY B~IGADE CO~l~t\NDERS 

Colnnel James R. Wal~ie May 1967 -
Colonel Charles B. Thomas June 196R -
Colonel Robert B. Tully Doc 196A -
Colonel Jere O. Wtttin~nn May 1969 -
Colonel Jnseph G. Clemons Nov 1969 -
Colonel William R. Richarnsnn July 1970 -

.. 

June 1968 

Dec 1968 

May 1969 

Nov 1969 
·, 
' ··, 

July 1970 

present 




