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1. {"C) NAME AND Tl'l'J: OF OPERA;l'l:O.t;_: W'AO lW>IDS {U). 
inity Song Ve River Valley, Republic 6 ~etnam. 

2. {U) DATE OF OPER.ATICl' : 130000 - 'l)21tXJ March 1971. 

Sea-rch and clear vio-

J. (C) LOC,.TIOii : Sang Ve River vicinity BS6153 {See Inclosure 1). 

4. (U) .Q.(1:TitOL ~Wg:J,.RTEa§: 198th . Infantry Brigade, 23d Infantry Division and 
.4th ARVM Regllllent, 2d Mi.i.N Division.-

5. (U) R,i;:F:CJiiTING O;'.F¼QEfl:§: 

a. CoHnel Wii.l'iam R. Richardson, Canmanding Officer, 198th Infantry Brigade,, 
(13-13 March). 

b. co;tonel Charles R. &11th, Commanding Officer, 198th Infantry Briga@, 
(·.1 9-27 March). 

c. Lieut enant Colonel John B. Luke, Camnanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 1st 
InfuutrY-, t98th Infe.ntry Brigade. 

d. Lieutenant Colonel Themas W. Brogan, COIJl!ll.anding Officer, 1st &.ttru.ion, 
S,th l,.,$W)trJ , 193th Infantry Brigade. 

e. Lieutenant Colonel Vernon B. Sones, Cormnanding Officer, 4th &ttalion, 
21st In:ra.-itry, 198th Infentry Brigade. 

f. Colonel Khieu, Camnao.ding Ofi'icer, 4~Vr~ Regiment. 

6. {U) TA$ ffiG.-.NIZ,-;.TICll: 

e , Rec.dquarters, 198th Infantry Brigade. 



a. HeAdquari;ers, 4th &,tt.aliqn, 21st Infantry. 

7. {C) Sii:~·unTil{G FCl{CES. 

a. A Battery, 1st Batt-tl.ion, 14th Artillery {GS) with two 105mm howitzers 
.located at FSB &loopy. 

b, B Battery, 6th Be.tt~J.ion,· 11th .&rtillery (DS) with two 105mm howitzers 
loca ted at FSB Liz. 

c. D Battery, 6th Battcl.ion, 11th Artillery (DS) with two 105mm howitzers 
1oe2ted at .Minh Long. 

a . .A :&.ttel"J, 3d. Bc.ttalion, 16th Artillery (GS) with two 155mm howitzers 
loco.ted at FSB &loopy. 

e. C Battery, 3d Battnlion, 18th Artillery (GS) vith • two 8 inch howitzers 
locLted r,t Minh Long , 

f. aipportin($ J.rt:iJ.lery fired a totvJ. of 3432 rounds resulting in one ( 1) 
VG UJ,. e.nd wo ( 2) b.mkers destroyed. The break down of mission/rounds fired 
are 2.s followsJ 

(1) Contact: 105mm (2/82), 

(2) Known enemy locdions: 105mm (2/34), 155mm (3/80). 

(3) Frepsration: 105mm. {10/826), 155mm (1/114), 

(4) &tspected en-emy locdions: 105mm (53/86o), 155mm ( 15/459). 

(5) IOS: 105mm (1/18), 155mm (1/16). 

($) Scheduled fires: 943 rounds, 

g. Forward !d.r Controllers (F.'\.C), <Dth Tacticel Air aipport Sque.dron, flew 
15 missions during the opere.tian. Air support was requested only one de.y and 
that wes the first d2.y of the operation, The ordnance dropped w:· s 12-500 poond 
bombs rnd 4-750 pound n(lpeJ.m, Banb damage assessment indicated there were two 
.51 c~liber positions and 12 tunkers destroyed. 

h, The 16th GAG provided Army J;.vil'.tion support. There were a total of 39 
missions flown during the operr.tion. 

8. ( C) ,Th~. 

n , We:::ther and Terrain: 

(1) Wenther: The weather during' eperetion WASCO R.tu'IDS was variable with 
occr.sion:.:J. ro.in and low ceilings early in the mornings . Early morning ·clouds 
usu;:;lly broke up by mid-morni.n.g to become sccttered to bt-oken by dternoon. 
Morning fog b tho low ground r.nd ll3!!.r the Song Ve restricted visibility sub--
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stantially in the e.n-ly morning with 0700 hours being the war.st time. The main 
forc9 of the nor·::.he4st monf:oon had dissip::.tcd e.nd conseq.ientJ.y the general fl.ow 
p<1t-:-.er.r1 c-vt-r -i-J:le AO ;.,cs w<-i'.k i.>.nj v,,.rio.blo. '.i."nc menn relativu humidity remained 
at about 80%. We~ther did not signifi<:<c'Ultly influence operations. 

(2) Terre.in: Terr::-.in within the ;.o wns gcnero.lly chara cterized by J.Ugged 
mountains with slopes of 2fJ-70% with a mixed vegetation pattern consisting of 
llllll ";i.-c.:..'lopied dense undergrowth forests and brushwood. The Song Vo news in a 
north-south direction the length of the 1,0 through the Song Ve vn.lJ.ey. The le111:1l 
of the Song Vo w.:-.s lm, 1:ut navigable to sb.o.llow dra.f't craft. '.i'he Song Ve valley 
\.ri.'.s ,.bQ'c1t two kilcrneters wide c.nd WE'. S found to be relati-rnly fl.at with scattered 
gr0'-1pings of trees. Low grass covered the entire valley noor with mounte.inous 
terrain rlsing abruptly an both side s of the ...-alley. Except in scdtered cle:!:L'I-• 
ings end alo!lg stream beds, concealment fran all types of' observ-:.tion was good.. 
Cover <:-.fforde;d by trt.es Wi'.s fE'.ir and -where coupled with terrain irregularities 
wz.s considered good to excellent. The piodmont arer.. in the northern portion of 
the .AO ncrth of tho Sang Ve wns ch!lI'acterized by oleplw.nt grass covored hills 
where aerial ~nd ground obserw.tion and fiGlds of fire wore fair to good. 

b. :Enemy: 

(~) B<-,aed on agont reports, A?D missions and past opor c.ticns in the WASCO 
RilIDS LO, tho ?0th and 80th NVL Batte.lions of the 21st NW. Regiment e.nd the 
38th Loew. Force B:>.ttalion c.re known to use this erea o.s a base e.rea for attacks 
on the coc.skJ. plain. Conkct with territorial forces on 24 l.pril confirmed 
the proscnco of elemonts frcm 21st NVJ.. Regimen.t. ThGse battalions are held with 
strength of 120, 1251 and 100 rcspecti'V'3ly. The enemy possesses the capability 
of dcfc.nding from well fortified positions and remain hidden in well cnmoufl.aged 
ca-vea c.nd tunnels. 

(2) Enemy units were net located du.ring Operation W.i.SCO Rt.FIDS. The 38th 
Locd. Farce B..,ttnlion evc.dod tho arec. and relocated in Mo Due District, er.st of 
Qr-1. Toe two NW_ b::.tt::-lions belir;ved to bo in the area c.ppare:ntly did not find 
conditions SIJ.ikble for offensive Dlc-.neuvers and remained hidden. 'lbere were no 
signifi&.nt contacts or unit idontific:.tions during the opere.tion. 

9. (C) KIS~Hl!.: The 193th In:f@try Brige.de mission, in conjunction end coordin-- ;: 
:c.tion with the 4th i.:tV?, R;.,gimcnt, w.s to conduct combat operc.tio.11.s in tho ~g 
Ve Vc.lle:, to destroy elements of the 21st NV,'\. Regiment and the 38th VC Local 
:?orce Bo.ttr.lions end to in:~ordict movanont of rice-cm-rying p,.'l.rtics frcm sources 
of Sllp)_:'ly to enemy uni ts c.atride the Song Ve V&lloy. 

10. ( C) Gll ·CEJ:'T OF OPERlSICN: The concept of operations initie.lly provided ftlr 
cCI!ll)..~.t r.ss-'.tulting elements of .3-1 Infantry, 1-2fJ Infantry and 4-21 lnfruitry ~tb 
E.ss1.5ne~ ._Q• s in ore.for to conduct rice denial and search operations. Concur- : 
rently, thEJ /+th .l.R~l Regllnent w..s to camnence opcrr-i.tions in assigned ilO b-,r canb.'.11; 
nssc.ult . 'l'hc 198th Infa.:-itry Brigr.de c.lso plenned a flcme drep on 13 M=ch vie-• 
init7 :3S6758. Ch-c,.11 and scheduled :fires wore coord:in..".ted with supporting c!.I'­

til1017 ur.its . 3,-1 Infi.'.!ltry wns ordered to conduct O_!}cirotions in assigned i,O 
with pr ior::,;y of effort ::-J. on6 the Song Ve River f:lld .::dj oining tr.:.ils. .3-1 In-
fan tr,r , 1.·so would secure t he ;::.rea .t'..djc.cent to Highway 516 r.nd provide protection 
for .~~W\ convo;;-s trt>.versing the ;".O. Feriodic 2-3 dcy operations would be con,.. 
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ciucted in the We:etorn Horseshoe ~cini-cy BS4575 using Recan/3-1. The 1-a:l In­
fer.try woo.1.d in-;,e!"d::.ct the 515 V,J.ley trail network with one ccn.J)(!ny o.nd the re,­
:m1:.:in:.."l.g units would bu t.trgcte,:;. v.gc.inst rO'..:.u..s of movement throttrhout the Iron 
Mounu,::n cc:mplex, concentr:,.ting on rou:tes of e;;Te:lS f'rom the Song Ve Valley 
throllgh high ground bordering the e~.st of the Ve.Uoy. 4-21 Infr.ntry would con­
dt:.ct op3r11tions with oao comp::ny in assigned AO to interdict enemy movement. 
6-11 L::-ty provides direct support 105mm :t'ro!!I Ninh Long and FSB Liz. Gene:-al 
S!lppor-:; wO'J.1-:i bo provided with 155mm at LZ Snoopy and 8 inch nt Hinh Long. Tac .. 
tiCl'.l air strikes on call. 

a. At 1.307301 3-1 Infantry ccmbat ass=lted 1,lpha Canpany into the following 
la.nd1l1g zones: BS66_3589, BS647587, BS67J588. LU LZ 1s were cold. Brave Canpany 
wns :;_"l.ccirte:1 by comb-::-.t 2.ssc.ul t immec-.iD.tely nrter Alpha and c.g.:..in the LZ I s were 
not contested. Bravo1 s LZ 1 s were BS596593, BS603592, nnd BS673588. Charlie Cam­
pany' s cC!!lba.t assault canpl·ated the 3-1 Inf'i!ltry insertions. The first day of 
01 ,er .. !t-ion resultec, in nugc,tive contact for 3-1 Infantry. 

b. The 4/4 AR\N Rog:hna.,t e..sse.ulted at BS633513, 131645 Marcli . During the 
ca;tba t aesa--.at one gunship !"eceived .51 caliber and small arms fire ruid went 
down tct 35633551. Two US WE resulted fran the downed gunship. Before the .51 
e'.lJ.ibtil- poeition could bo destroyed by cir strikes, the enemy plcced effective 
fire en ·another gt:!lshi;;, -resuJ.ting in one US WIJ. and also one do,,,,ned Light Obser­
vt.tion Helicopter c.t BS6J3513. The downed LCE Wf!S mortarec1 resulting in one 
US W"'.J. .~.n1 one -~W WI./.. Gur.ships wore cdlec1 and bagen "t!l.king the enemy pos­
ition under fire. After the gunships hc.d completed their mission, t..~e 4/4 1:.R1A~ 
swe;,Jt the r-..rea at BS625545 c.nd found five NV.A KH. by gunships. An additiontl 
two NV..i. KIJ. nn~: on€ ~-;x_47 ocptured by 4/ 4 1.R\!,! during the swoep. 

c, l.t BS6?4544 on 141230 March, the 4/41.RW! Reg:imentm!:1do contact with m 
unkn~ sl:::e elleLly foroo resulting in seven V.:: K.If. and one iL47 capfu.red. The 
4/ 4 i.RV1! h:-;.c'. nog:'.tiv.e kille.:.". r.nc. ,..oundecl during the conte-.ct. 

' 
d, 3/B/1..Ja:i Io.fantry ~-t BS666505 an a:l1755 Mc<.rch observec', e.nd engaged nine 

VG e..long n troeline 500 neters away. Artillery and gunships were culled for 
support resulting in ·ono VC Kil. by 6.runships end one VC KIL by e.rtillery. 

e. 1/4 ..;..R'l/i·: Regiment '.'.t BS62552?. on 221500 March e.ngo.ged = unknown size 
enemy cl.ement r esu.l tmg in two VC KIJ.., 

12, (C) ll?.3JLT$,. T'ne ith l.l"(W. Regiment lol!'.s given e.n 2.ren of op,,;.~,;,. tion th;:;.t ,ms 
kr.m!n ,:;o ha.ve r-.r, enEIIl.y concentration. . The 4th Regiment res-ponded with a tot:.l 
-of 40 e:1emy XII., 10 Sllk--.11 nr;n.s CIA, and one -crew servec weapon CI!.. The 4th 
i:Jt',jg Rt.6.iment suffered a tot~ of 15 ICTA. Elements of the 198th Infe.ntry Brig­
i'.te snffere-! o. total of 11 WIA during the operation. Gunships o.nd artillery 
were cr,3"'.it.-:e with 7 enemy KIA: with gunships c.cccunting for 6 end i.rtillery on,e. 

13. (~) • .I.l'.-@JS'ffi..J.IVE MATT~. 

c. & \:•ply. There W>'.S not a .noted s!l.or".R.€e of supplies during the oper2.tio1t1. 
Resupply of units W!'.s t>. ccompli5:1.::_ by dr in most casea. • UNCLASSffiED 
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b. Mainteno.nce. Maintenance support cQille from the 723d Maintenance Bat­
talion. There was not a noted probl~ in the maintenance of equipment during 
the Operation. 

c. Treatment of Caw.al ties. No:rrnE'.l evncuation end tren:bnent 1-1!'.s conducted • 
. Casualties were initially t.reated by the medical aidman in the field, and air 

evncuated by helic0pter to the 91st Evacuation or 27th &.rgical Hospitals at 
Chu Lei. Lightly wmmded personnel were held at the 23d Medical Bettal.ion. Ser­
iously wounded personnel were kept at one of the tvo hospitals end then evac­
uated to Japan or CC!IDS. 

d. Trr.naportation. The nonnvnilability of helicopters nnd bad wea ther re­
duced the ability to move f orces. The inability to redeploy troops when the 
situo.tion dictated affected the results of the operction. 

14. &ECliL E(JJIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES, 

o.. In conjunction wit..½ the first day of operc.tion, D. 55-gallon fi E>.me drum 
drop was made in the An Ba. nrea, vicinity BS6671;178. The nome drop -was usee to 
destroy booby traps, 1:nnkers, n supply corridor, nnd intermittent crop sources. 
'.lhe fl.:'llle drop -was ver<J effocti ve, rut the area desired was not canpletel.y cov.­
ered boc..'luse of underestilll,'.ltion in the number of drums used. Only 16% of the 
desired coverr.ge was obtained during the drop. 

b. .t.. t otal of 9 bror.dcnsts and lenflet drops were = .de during the operation. 
On each of the 9 missions flown~ there were 45 minutes of broadCl'.st t:ime and 
2Xl,OOO leo.fiets drcpped. PSYOP thanes were distril:nted with the following an­
phasis: 

( 1) Chieu Roi 50% 

(2) Deraorulizr..tian .30% 

!3) Rice Denial 10% 

(4) Frunily Reunion 5% 

(5) Pro-GVN 5'1, 

There 1.Tere no significe..nt results frcm the PSYOF C1:mpo.ign. 

15. (C) Q0-1MANDER 1S J.Niu,YSIS. 

a. Enemy Tactics. The enemy proved t o be ·very ·el~sive. The enemy, in true 
guerrilla style, wus never· fdu:nd in larger tho.n squad-size elements. While be 
was operating in these smE>J.l elanents, the enEIDY generally confined his attacks 
on US units to sniping and he..rass:l.ng fire. Contacts seldom l asted more than 
15-::l) minutes. Against such an elusive foe, finding and f~g the enemy -was 
extremely difficult. His f avorite woapon .nrs the mine/booby tra_p. Am.run.ant of 
the enemy consisted of /L..47 1 s, • cap-bl.red M-16 1 s o.nd M-79-1 s, E:ornm o.nd 82mm mortars, 
RPG-7 1 s and • 51 caliber machine guns. 

b. Friendly Ta ctics. The US forCGs were inserted on the high ground of 
~~--.----- UNCLASS1F1ED 
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, Song Ve Valley L"l order t o contd.n the enemy forces. The .t.n\ti forces were am­
ployed as the sweep element c>J.ong the vnllcy fl oor~ The snall unit concept was 
usec! by the US f orcei;i wit.n the ccmpany bree.king into platoon size forces. This 
guve the Cl'.pability of cover:ing larger areo.s of the high grouru.i. The ;.RVN forces 
conducted ccmpany size sweeps, expecting to find a le,rge enemy force. The /.."'lVN 

.unit was used in the valley ·because of the population. 

16 . (C) ltECO:ivi.ElWiLTIClrn: 

n. 'lb.at reo.cticn t:ili!e t o n strongq supported intelligence report be kept 
at a minimum. 

b. That the .use cf flrae draps in ,heavily booby trapped e.reo.s be continued. 

c. Tha t the use of ARVN Forces in highly contested/popula ted c.reo.s be con­
tinued for the following reasons: 

(1) The .\R.Wa ccn question the popul.ation and check i--1entificdion cards 
in 11 m~:re proficient m..-mner trum US Forces. 

( 2) Tho AR\N 1 s rules of engagement a.re unrestricted :ill the built up nreM. 

(3) This gives the contested po;ulation a che.nce t o see i.RVN in action in i 
on unsecure area. 

CLJ2L~ 
CHARLES R. s-11'.lll 
Colonel, Infuntry 
Commt>.nding 
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