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GP AG-PA Dunagan, Kern W. 1st Ind 
XXX - XX - XXXX (2.2 Jun 70) . 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 

TO: The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-AB, Department of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Recommend approval of award of the Medal of Honor. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

l Incl 
nc 

Copy furnisb.ed-! . 
COMUS CV 

..,-•' 

AT : MACAG-PD 
0 96222 

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Deputy Commander in Chief 
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MACAG-PD 2 2 JUN 1970 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor 

Commander In Chief 
United States Army, Pacific 
APO 96558 

Forwarded in accordance with Section II, para 24b(3), AR 672-5-1. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

1 Incl 
RecmforAwd 
(Dunagan, Kern W.) 

DONA~~ k RGAN 
Major, USA 
Asst AG 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on CO 1ST BN 46TH INF 196TH BDE DA Form 638 0£ 25 JUL 1969 

From s Canmander in Chief Pacific 
To, Seoretary 0£ the Army 
Via: Chaim.an, Joint Chief's of Staff 

Subj s Medal 0£ Honer; recomnendation £or award 0£, case of Captain 
Kern.W. DUNAGAN, WA, xxx-xx- xxxx 

1. Readdressed and forwarded recaamending approval of the award of t he 
Medal o£ Honor to Captain DUNAGAN. 

JOHN S. McCAIN, Jr. 

Copy toi 
COMUSMACV (MACAO-PD) ◄: <~---

6 FOR CFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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MACAG-PD DUNAGAN, Kern W. 4th Ind 
XXX ~ 1-XXXX (25 Jul 69) 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, 
VIETNAM, APO 96222 2 2 JUN 1970 

TO:_· Commander In Chief, Pacific, FPO 96610 

1. Recommend approval of the Medal of Honor. 

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised when .~ 
final action has been taken. 0 

~%D-~ .. 
5 Incl CREIGHT· N W. ABRAMS 
nc . General, nited States Army 

Commanding 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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DISPOSITION FORM 
Pot UH of this form, HO A~ 340· 15; tho proponent ogoncy Is Tho Adlutont Genorol's Offlc:o. 

WUENa Ol Offta SYMIOL $UIJECT 

MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award 

m THRU A~l 
TO CofS 

HOil AG DATE;i, 1 JUN 7[) CMT 1 

MAJ Morgan/rlj/2274 

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A to 
the recommendation for award at Tab B. 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab Bis a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor to Captain 
Kern W. Dunagan, xxx-xx-xxxx, United States Army. 

b. The recommendation has been reviewed by the Awards and Decorations 
Board, this headquarters, and the proposed indorsement is in accord with 
the recommendation of the Board. 

c. Recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows: 

CO, 196th Infantry Brigade, America! Division MH 
CG, America! Division MH 
CG, USARV MH 

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A 
and return of correspondence to this office for dispatch. 

2"Incl 
as 

APPROVED/ Slt.,;t-.:ED 

COMUS x 
DEPCO~I US --------
CO F S -IIC!? ......... 7i_~----
fi/COFS I • 

, 
1 

• .\ TE _JJ. p ? C( O . . / 0 ·-

Colonel, USA 
Adjutant General 

Rl!PLACl!S 00 ,-ORM H, EXISTING SUPPLIES Of' WHICH WILL ■E 
ISSU!:0 ANO USED UNTIL. 1 Fl!■ •i UNLESS SOONllft EXH~USTEO. 



DEClASSIFIEQ(::~:~ 
,\IJl!lGIIIY q--z:z, S'JQ'':~1 

?, llf _____ HNV., D•lo ._~~~, 

TO: :, -,:,. .• , .-... .. · . . 
• ~~;,ne~l\t/ •t ~~ •'~ 
• .• A.Tl'N: AGl'J.I ..JJ;".\ 

. Was~_9Jl;, D.c:. _ 

R M: (U.nl(), 

.c~~.:Gtt;i.c•r·. · 
:1 st.,::unr iA=oth =--w ~-,-:-19.,til •{!fie 
APO . SF;9·6219. • • • 

PART 1- STATUS AT TIME Of RECOMMEHOATIOH 
L•ST NAMt:- P'IIIUT HAMIC - MIOOLt:NAM£ 2. au, v IC t: NO. ,. GR ADE .'- BflANC:H (0r/lfOS,/1 lt'O) 

OONAGAN, IEW-l \i. xxx-xx--xxxx CPX . . -1542 W • •• 

OflCI ANl.l4TION 

Co A, 1at l!n, 46th !Id, 196th Bde 
e. RESIDENClt: (Nun,bet, St,eet~ {;/ff, -~ St.ii., .Jncfodlnl ZIP Cod•) . ·.: 

fl£C:OO-ENOllO A"ARD 

Medal gt Houor 

-XX~J<~ XXXX 

. P THUMOUS 
AWARO 

, . MAME , R£ L ATION,HI-.- AMO 
0

AOOjltE•s 01' NEXT OP' KIN 

Anna. Dwi.a,an (Wito) 

PART II~ STATUS AT TIME Of ACT OR SERVICE 
1.1, G !\AO£ 12. 8RANC:H (Or MOS JI l'O) . .. . 13, OIIIGANIZ.ATIOM 

1542 Inf Co A 1st Bn 
l~.9f ~1.\:L SER',(IC~ BE _N HONOR.A81.E SUBSEQUENT TO THIS ACT OR SERYICf: ,. I .no1,._....._,1~on_rev,er~e-,ld . 

t'l) -vu O N.O 

1$,; ll" ·~f:V IOUI flECOMMENOATIONS l"IEIIE J U 8MITTE: O FOIi T"HIS AC:T Ofl SERVIC:t: .• , O~OICATC , T ,YPr; Ol' c.AWAIIO :"J."COOolMENDED, 
.. :t•.:·av jJitNdM'.- •HC:N. >CTtO N . T41(1:N • . ~~o: M~Ao~vA,-TcRs • • ' • • •• .. r~-· ' ' . ...... , •••••• • •• • 

• O'TH~ .. "· , • • , CCOllt•TIONS•R tte.e:1VEO nclu. • ,.,., •u<hc?rl~y; . ..,., l i at , ••~·.-ic ! ~•d~~• .... •~·' -...-. ~~ '· ~ .. ~~~-~~:~)' ... ~~ • '-, ',\•}. 
:~ ·x :~•~,!i~d ..... ~-·"'· ,.Cofflffl-,tr.tlon:) • • 

~ 17 • .-:ot~You·HAVE.~ERSON AL t<NOWLEDGE OF THE ACT OA SERVICE '""'ES 

;,_. .. , .. ··.: 

PART 111- RECOMMEHO"ATIOH FOR ·AWARO FOR HEROISM' 
• WERE YOU AH Y 1 , If: C: EIIT ~f'I C ATES OR AFFIDAVITS Ofl· f :,' £.~WIT_NE~Sf:S 0~ ~,fliAS.(?MS !t4\/IN~ ·_PEl!S})t'!'.L.,~~ •,\'./ • 

.. :· ... E·s·s-~o:rHE ...... ACT, : l:coc:.~ O llt" l'AC:TS AA.£ MOT ' INCL...Os•o. "''4,tva .. . A.SONS 

-{-:j::J ;~~>, ~-/ :·.· . S ~ ;Robert · r. Tulles-Med.-no-lo6th ·--~ene~· lie1p1.tal.Z.:C..· ·-:~ ">: ·-:.,.:' 
ZO. PERSON~ IN IMMEOIAl'E PRO)(llollTY OR ltHO ASSISTED IN ACT OR SK~REO IN_.SAME 14.A.ZAI\O ·.--:;:, •>,,;-: ;' \~· ,:;; •. 

.. FUI.L M4"'E b. SERVICE NO, c, <.R&OE d. .. ·, :.-~ ... IT;.:,.· .. ........ . :::.·~,!~-: 

David A. "Waltz xxx-xx-xxxx 1 Lt Co E, 1st Bn, 46th Int, 196t 
Thomas N. Tamanah-. xxx-x .. xxxx 1 Lt D Btry, 1/14 Arty 
Josephs~ Dolock xxx-xx-xxxx 1 Lt 00 C, 1st Bn, 46th Ini°, 196t 
Pete Gonzalez xxx-xx-xxxx Psg. Co C, 1st :Bn, 46th ~, 196t 

2 • IF A.NY OF A80VE PE,-SONS HAVE 8EE ·H 4WA.,.OCO OR "ECOMMENOED FOR AM A.W41t 0 l'OR· HEROISM FOR PART IC: IPATION °IN 
THIS 4CT. GI\/E N•ME 4NO TYPE OF AWAR O 

David A. Waltz - Silver Star -(Downgrade)-BS "V• • GO 7259-Aznerical-11 Sep 69 
f.homas N. Tama.na!la - Silver Star-Pending-Americal 

~ 

zz. COND ITIONS UN DER WHICH ACT WAS P.ERf'ORlolED 

th.mh•¥ruioc (4), Repuhlic 
• 'D• . 

b, IMC I.USIVE OATES 

Wide va 11 ey f loor- wi ~h over,.;rclm ;1edgerow-lined hills and ~n,sh and 
b&~oo-lined stec::~, "!:,.:;.::k s"!",re::u:-.s i.:1 open r ice paddies. Brig!lt , c;ear 
d.J.yi rlt!l abn=>1:7~11? higt :,ero.p~rat,.u-es ( 100 degrees) and ::ights w.ith 

~ ( t:- ., • ., ~ ,. -~ 

23~ 0£SC t118 (. CNt: "' v CON!'1TIQNS ( M :,rttJr. Pru;~tr.oify. F,re. Oban.,ut.tuft. C a .sualliot. 0 t1nd Acti on;""""'•' llH e.n.-rny w•• dolnf •nd """'•t 
it d;C: •• t'-e r-.•ult ot th~ acr . ) 

!<;or :.1.k :15.(Ch. 3.;;.t~lior .. size Nurth ~lietr.wese Ar!lly force arniec: with 
60 <'Ild 82 };}; mor '.:.a:-s , roch.-t, ~ror,el1ed .~renzdes, }':79 rrer:ade launcher s -> 
!le.-~ \'/€,c,!; ,:ms «1..d 21:Uli- autc,L·2.tic an,:: a'l:to;':"ic.tic ::-if.:!.es _ :!:st-:iillc:,ted size 
fore~ 250- 300 men. 

1 • 

T 
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J.·~-,,:: . .,;- ~ .. ~- ,...< . • __.._~TS::· --- .,.,:·1.:,,::-'r- n · · "' . , . - . ~ ._,.-: 
tr-,· ' • 1tttl f .. -. .. . • ·: ,J." .•• -,: • •." '-'; ~:.,.._;, , • • :'·:! f ·i . . , .· . • ··' •·: :;.,:, :i~:'.. ;: /' >: • · •t, ·> '· :' , e \ .'I",; fli , i ;t J', 1 ◄ ' 

1
1~•'7JPIIT'.MO'KALl:; · cAIU4LTIIU< ju•0 MtUto .. , IHCI C4T'C•WH .IIT THE lJ" " ., UUIN<o AT TIME OF .IICT . 

• •• •,. l~raie high. Unit movin& to secure position tour (4) ki.lometers aw.y t o 
relieve pressure on Bat.talion Headquarter :, under ~.ttack. Alpha Comp"°Y 
1<rl.th Re cenD.iil is sance Piat oen at tached was a force of less thc-.:1 cne- hundred 
rr.en . Thirteen IG..'i.. 's, ! o.:-ty WI.1's ., t e~ 1-!IA's. 

2$, ------· - --· WH AT WERE COM R40ES WHO W£AE I N IMMEDIA T E PROXIMI TY 00 1NG - HOW 010 THEY f~ lo.F< TICtP AT E I N TH £ ACT 

CGIIU"ades in immediate proximity -were providiug supprcesivf.: fi!-e -:o er.ablQ 
I 

the element t~ t-ctical:cy withdraw t'ro::i. the area tc rchtivel: St;C1.~~ 

locations where com'b .. t f irst aid could be ad.::dn:i ~t;re d to wotu.d.ec! _pet·s.;;rancl. 

PART I V - RECOMMENDATION FOR A WA R D FOR A C HIEVEM E H T OR SERVICE 

26. UNIT, HIL.IIOOU.IIRTEIU, OR SECTION IN WHICH OUTY W ,flS PER FORMED 

27. I N CLUSI VE O .II T£S F'OR WHICH R&:CO,..MENOED 29. MOW IN S.IIME OR REL • .IITEOASSIGNME-HT 

O NO 0 TO BE FH': .. SSl(; N £0 ON OA ABOUT 

ZI. SER VICE COM PLET ED 0Y£S D TO SE RETIREO ON OR .IIBOUT 

D TO BE COM PLETED OH OR 'ABOUT 0 TO 8.£ RELIEVED FROM A0° ON O R A80UT 

.. PART V •TO B E USED FOR ALL RECOMMENDA TIONS 

30, NARRATI VE OESC~IP TIO M OF (!] OEEO OR ACT D ACHIEVEM ENT PERFORMED OR SERVICE RENDERED 

FOR AWARD F OR H ERO/Sitt: ff,flS .IIC T VOL.lJNTAR Y f OESCRI U£ WHY ACT WAS OUTSTANDING ANO lfr' IT WAS MORE THAN WAS 

NORMALLY £JIPECT£D, EXPLAIN HOW. IF IN AERIAL FLI C.HT. DESCRIO£ TYPE AND POSITION OF AIRPLANE, CREW POSI TION 

OF I NDI VIDUAL.. 'IND ALL UHUS_UA.L. C IRC',IMSTA NCES • .. 

FOR AWARD F OR ACHIEVEMENT OR SBRVlCE: TITLE 'IND OUT l £S OF .IISSIGNMENT. I NCLUOING CHARACTER OF SERVICE OURIN(; 

P ER 100 F OR WHICH R EC O Mt.llE;N D E O (GI•• c-,p/oCe d e ecrlpClon of toc1'il}lce/ or •~c/•i'lizod poeic/011•, /nclud/nfl d a c .. ·ot • •• ;,..,...n, and . . . 
: tel/e l),; WH .IIT 010 THE INDI V IDU AL 00 THAT MERITS THE AWARD? WHY W.IIS THIS OUTSTANDING WHEN COMPAR£0 TO OTHER$ o ·F 

L IKE R ANK A HO EXPERIENCE IN.SIMIL·AR PO.ITIONS f 

See Centinuat.ion Sheet /12 - Narrative Descr iption 

JI. OESCR IBE lll"l"ECTS OR R ltSULTa 

See After A.ctien Draft 
' 

u . Rltl,. ATEO POSITION OF P CIUON I NITIAT INC. R ICCOMMEH• 33. IF' .IIPPROVEO. FORWARD .IIWARD l'OR PREU::NTATIOH TO 
C ATION TO P ERSON O EIN C. ,u:cOMMEN DEO 

Batt ilion· CMlll.ar.d.er 1st Bn, 46th Inf N/A 
, •. INCL.OSUR£1 (Include propoefld -c.J tatlon, Uefc:h••• atd • Y• wtl- 35. TYP£0 NAME. C.AAOE, ORANCH, "-N O TITLE 01" PERSON 

,. .... , . , __ , _ Mien ••quired.) A. Enclo &-ure lHfTtATJNC: A£C O MM£N0 .ATIO"' 

1) t-4; :-r a ti ve Description GEORG=~ R. U!·ill~?~T.I~ 
2) Wit ness Statements .- (E

·; )...~) 
...._g_.iv✓ Ll1C, Infu.nt_r:M, G,:,::iz 

J) A!te~ Actien Report 
3~1C.N~AT~R E ~ - Q'C~~:. 4) 1-~'l!) 

' 
REVERSE SIDE MAY Bl!. USED l'OR DRAl'T 01' PROPOSED CU'i TlON. AND CONTW.,_UAX._,CE OF A.DO VE /Te.HS. IF NECESSARY. 

••-p- ·- _ ..... -·· ... ·-
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Brian l'. Shaw 

Richard :i·'i. Belanger 

Walter W. Brownlee 

Roy J. Ginder 

FOR OFFICIAL U$E ON~)' 

CONTINUATION Sm:t"!' #1 

S~VICE NG. 

xxx_xx_xxxx 

xxx_xx_xxxx 

xxx._xxuc:xxx 

rn xxxxx 

Sp/4: 

Sp/4 

1 Lt 

Co A, 1st ful, 46th Inf, 
196th Bd.e 
HOC, 1st 9n, ! .. 6th Inf, 
196th ?...de 
Co C, 1st Bn, 46th Inf, 
196th Bde 
USAF 

/}C4;, rne 
~- - j~oJ 

CPI' , Vff 
. .:..djut2nt 

Record Cony to Renlace Unstable Or:~in~l 
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COll?IlWATICN SHEi:.T #2 
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NJJm.ATIW DE.SCi:UPrION 
M)H CAPTAIN DUNAGAN 

. . 
• f OR Of t !C Lt..~ 0SE- ONLY-· ... . - . . ..!M 

On 12 May 1969, a niajor North Vietnamese off ensive began 
throughout the .America.l Division area of oper ations . The most intense 
and savage attacks occurred in the 1st Battalion 46th Infantry 
area of operat ion with an enaiv assault on Forward Support Base 
Pro.tessionaJ. at 0220 hours and against Compaey A wit h the b&ttalion 
Reconnaissance Platoon attached. CAPrAIN Kl!aN W. DUNAGAN, xxx.-xx-xxxx, 
as t he Co~ CommandP.r of Compaey A and t he only company offi cer 
with the company, 1It David A. Wa.J:t,z, t he Reconnaissance Platoon 
Lea.cler, and 1Lt Thomas N. '?&JJUm&ha.,. A CompBnyts artillery f orward 
observer, were the oll4 other ot.ricers with Company A during t he 
actioJl on 13 and 14. ~ 1969. At 0810 hours on 13 Hay 1909, CAPl'AIU 
DUNAGAN was leading his unit towards a terraced knoll covered with 
a quilt pattern o! small overgrown and hedgerow-lined f i elds when 
the lead element oagan engagirlg North Vie~5e Arzq soldiers 
~~ 1n groups o! twos and threes. This wa.s the start of a tbirty­
fi ve (35) hour battle between A Company with the Reconnaissance 
Platoon attached., an initial, force of under a hundred ( 100) men, and the 
3rd Battalion of the 3rd NVA Regiment, a f orce estimat ed between 
two-hundred ti.tty (250) and three-hundred (300) men. A pr isoner 
captured. during the battle veri.:tied his unit alone, which was the 
.3rd C~ of the .3rd Battalion., .3rd NVA Regiment, contained about 
one-hundred ( l 00) men and that the mission of his bat t alion was t o 
stop Catnpa1T¥ A from returning to Forward Support Base Professional, 
the Battalion Heecdqu&rtera, ~our (4) kilometers away, which was 
under constant barrage and a.ttacic. A Company's Jll:i.s sion w-...s to r elieve 
the pressure on l'orwa.rd SUpporl Base Professional by clearing the 
bigh ground north ot the tire ba.se and was pr oceeding wlth all haste 
as t he battle began. CAPr.AIN DUNAGAN was constant:cy- awar e or his 
assigned mission and made every attempt, t o get to his objecti ve area. 
Throughout the morning, continued s poradic actions occurred. Around 
noontillte• a msdevac was suce&etJful :Lrt evacuating som.e friend~ 
casualties ,rounded in action and heat exhaustion patients. 
Throughout the entire batt.J.e, the .helicopter s .;.nd A:i: Force jets 
uorki.ng the area met with hostile fire . Upon reaching t he knoll in 
the ear4'- afternoon, the :intensity a! t he ene:ey- action incr eased. 
The co~ sustained ti..-e (5) more wounded, but con.firmed four (4) 
jlJorth Vietnamese soldiers Jdlled and captured two (2) AK- 47 
automatic weapons and one ( 1) SKS rifle . Ha.'1Y of the enenzy- were 
shot at close range, but due to the situation and h~vy vegetati on 
t hey could not be confirmed. Frequently, the enemy would appear 
but t he men in t he middle and t he rear of t he co:npany would not fire 
for f ear of endangering t heir comrades ahead . The enemy acted as 
t hough their losses were unimportant as long as t hey channelized 
the company' s movement. Part ·way up the knoll, late in the 
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afternoon, the company began receiTing ene~ mort.;.r, heav-.r ~""a.rm.a_, 1 .fi" 
and automatic -ma.pons !ire, sustaining additional clil.sua:lties . At • • 
1645 hours, CAPTAIN DlnlA.Cu\N was directing the Reconr.aissa.nct, pl:1toon 
to the northwest ot the coapa.ny perimeter a.nd assistin& a helicopt er 
br~ing 1n an emergency re-supply of ammunition when .. hea,.,y '-'<>lmre 
o! automatic weapons !ire and mortar rounds fell in the company 
command poet area. The assistant pilot or the re-enpply heliccpter 
W-8 shot in the head and la.t.er died in the operatinr; root1, l-:t?ile 
one man vas ki.l.led and. !ive (5) wounded on the ground. CA?i#i.nr 
Wlu.GAN was knocked do,m Oat on his back, seriot;.sl y w-ounded in the 
jaw by a aorta.r fragment; however, he quickly recovered -.nd 
continued to direct his unit by radio, As ~ ht began to f,11, CAPTAIN 
DUNAGAN s~ pull.ed his company back into. defensive position, 
assuring &ll dead and wounded were inaide the perimeter and were 
provided first aid.. BJ now bis O'Wil wonnd had stopped ~lee~, 'but 
the swelling a.nd pain made talking most difficult. Thro~hout t he 
IJi:ht, tho unit maintained their position and. arranged tor medical. 
evacuations the mo~ of the 14th of l'.a.;y • . CAPTIDl DUNAGilI, sensi.Da 
he ba.d run into a ma.jor eneJD¥ torce, throughout t he night kept his 
men calm and planned and directed his men to secure ~ meda.vac 
helicopter land:1J3& zone and. a. l"O\lte out or their positic;,n in the 
llloOrnfnc. To aid :in the withdrawal., CAPT.All-. DUNA.GAN, ea.rly on t he 
mornin& ot the 14th of :t'.i.7, sent an element of the Reconnaissance 
platoon to the southeast a.lo~ a stream. leading out of the area.. 
An A.C-47 nspoolcy'ff Air Force gunship, firing in support of tho 
Ba:ttalion Headquarters., still under attack c:,n Forward Support Ba.se 
Professional, was diTerted to Company A at 05.30 hours on 14 l~y-. 
C.APTAI?l DUNAGAN direct$d the gunship against suspected en~ 
pesitions to support the medevac and aid his trc,ops t o deploy and 
secure the l.&ndin& zone. At 063 5 hours, CAPTAIN DUNAGA.?c also 
a-esisted an airborne Air Force Forward Air Controller with 
air strikes deliver.inc napal.ra and rive-hundred. (500) pound bombs 
on suspected mortar positions. As a result o! these actions, the 
medevac was completed with cut serious incident, ~vacua ting one ( 1} 
Kli and thirteen (13) llli's. A.s the medevac was being completed, 
the Reconnaissance element., tsent a head to secure the company's 
withdrawal. route, made contact ldt~ a well-entrenched enemy force 
and su.ffered one { 1) KIA and three (3) Wll 's. By this tillle the 
coapany•s streqt;h bad dwindled down t<, appro:.d.m.ately sixty-six (66) 
men. Realizin& the serieusness of the situation, C.APTilll DUNAGAN., 
diapla~ outstanding bravery and. 1eaaership , beian \:.al..ld.ng point 
tor the entire CQilpiUly down o~t the knoll and int() the 'brush ~d 
balJlboo-llned stream bed in an attempt t o link up a."'ld establish 
contact \tj.th the Reconnaissance eleia1ent that ·,,,as rJinnec! down 
approximately three-humired meters to the east. Enem;, activity had 
n:ow increased until there w-.. a continuous ~pir.~, ht;a,,7 vol\112les of 
small arms and ·automatic we.pons fiJ.~e , and frequent n.orta.r barrages. 
As <APT.UN OONAGAN :linked up with the rreco~.~i~sanc~ al tment ~t 
about 0930 h$urs, he quickly evaluated the t~ctical siti.w.ti on or 
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the beal.eaguered element and unhesitatingly, despite his extrc;aely 
painful wound, crossed the stream te rescue one cf t he critic..J..:!.y 
wounded men, who was l,ying helpless and partially f:X.r,osed en the 
upper bank to the enea;y fire. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN was met by automatic 
ri.fie tire and was a~a.in WQUilde<i ~ an enemy .AJ{-4 7 roW'ld in the a...-m. 
Seemin&ly • unaware he had been hit 'apin and with co.mplete disregard 
!or his own li!e, CAPTAIN DUNAGAN continued towards hi!l 3eriousl;;-
wounded comrade. Corapl.etely disregarding the ene1ay fire a...,d his m-m 
wounds, he pulled and dragged the wounded soldier back to the re:l.a ti ve 
sai"oty of the stream bed. Oblivious of bis own e.:;..-traordinary heroism 
and outstand.ing personal. exampl.e, CAPTAIN DUNJ.GAll continued to ral.ly 
his men and organized his de.tenses. The situation now be::ame very 
serious as the enenzy- success~ maneuTered to tra.p the company in 
the stream bed. CAPTAIN DUNAGJJ~, in intemse pain and st@lci.i.ng waist 
deep in the stream, proceeded to call in and direct airstrilces and 
A.H-IG Cobra helicopter :unships onto the enemy positions. At 1105 
hours, Compa.J]y C was ordered to .torce march back to A Company's ai<i 
arrivirl( in a position to attempt a link-up at about 1500 hours. 
Duri.n.t this tour (4) hour period, CAPTAIN OONAG.AN calmly, and with 
great professional skill, kept his men probizl&, returning fire and 
persoaicy directed n-amerous air-strikes a.nd helicopter gunships against. 
the encircling enes;r torce. By- DOV the pain!ul shrapnel w->Und in his 
j.w was noticea.b~ a.fleet~ his al:dli.t;r to speak; however, his concise 
orders and di.Nctions over the radio, delivered.~ and. with great 
presence ot .mind, lia.S produc~ devastating effects on the enea_y-. 
Frequent~ expoain.g hialsel! over the ecJ&e ~ the steep stream bed., he 
would loca.te and direct rooket-firinc gunships on the eneni;y positions .. 
At 1500 hours, a.a Compan;y C deployed their .forces down the ea.st end of 
the stre&D1. in an attempt to reach CAPI'AIN DllllA.GArP 8 men, they -.lso came 
l&nder intense mortar and. automatic weapons tire, sustaJ niog numerous 
casual.ti.ea. At one point, a platoon or Comp&llT C got to within twenty to 
!i!ty (20-.50) meters of~ A but could proceed no farther. The two 
forces were separated b,- an open stretch .:.n the st.real!!. bed approximately 
twenty-five (25) meters lo~ that did not b..ve a.rr:r vegetation to provide 
concea.lDent. A smaller stream. tram the north joined the IJw.in stream in 
the middle ot this open etre&lll.. It wa.s here trat the enenzy- had excellint 
tiel.d.s of tire .f'r0111. three (3) principle directions fr011. the north .and had 
initiall3' halted a 100n, b;y the Reconnaissance element. CoapiUly C aJ.so 
sustained. ca.sualtiea 1n this JdJJin& zone as they attempted to link up 
with A Co.mpa.ny-. CAPTAIR nm!GAN again tried to move his men down the 
stream pasaed the open st.retch toward& the ha.J.ted C Company ele.ment. 
The first t-wo .men were cut dolffl by automatic rifle fire delivered !'ram 
the small stream fa.e!n: the open stretch. The blood of the !alien :mon., 
cle.r.ly visible trcxn. the aircraft ovorhoad, turned t he stream red .for 
.ti.t.'ty (50) meters. c..\P'l'A.IN DUNAGAN, still determined to break out o! 
the untenable position., ma.d.e the decision to wove out of the stream bed 
on the south bank and. crawl pa.ssad the open kill ing zone towards the 
C Company elements. still. suf'f'er~ .trom his painful wounds, he started 
out with the lead roup when a new enemy position opened up and. quickly 
killed the .tive (5 lead zoon and seriously wounded one ot her . CAPI'.UN 
DlJN.ACU.N, real.izin, the futility ot their attempt , dropped his pack 
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and ordered the men following to crawl back into the stream bed . At 
approximate~ 1630 hours, after returning to the str eam 1-ed, CAPT~ 
DUNlJlAJr realized he had lei't the cla.&si!ied cipher gun~ the KY-.38 
secure radio set in hie pack. Recognising the serious impact to t he · 
entire Uni~d St.ates ~ radio security, CAPl'AlN DUi'JAGAN, despite 
hie wounds and without hesitation, quickly crawled back out into t he 
open area, constant~ expesed to the intense hostil ~ fire, 
and recovered the cipher gun. CA.PrAIN DUluG/u1 was out in the open 
area crawllng and aeing shot at £or about ten ( 10) minutes before he 
was a\le to return to the relative security of the streara aed. By n•w 
the ~ a casualties had risen to the critical ~int. The en~, 
conatant.q dropping mrtar 1"01Dia and .tiring 40I~ :V.. 79 high 
a:ploa:1.ve grenades onto their poaitians~ bad intlicted wounds on 
almr)st halt the d,dndJing forces. Prom 1630 to 1700 hours., GmilN 
DUHAGAll~ talking on the radio with the forward air controller and 
belicopt.e:r fire team leaders, oontimted to direct accurate napalm 
and gmships onto the ~ ,oaitiona so close to his troops that 
the heat am ahr&pael were becoming a hazard. Several ot the enemy 
began to aneuv-ei- into tbe thick brwsh and bamboo alt,ng the northern 
aank directq over the triendJ.3' .torces. Ri:t'l.e tire and hand grenades 
were used bJ' both sides at close .range aef ere the enemy was si.ll,nced .. 
Xt vas plair,q evident that A CCJ111p81Q'" bad to get out of their 
untenable position betore dark or all o£ them ~t be lost. At 1715 
hours~ C.AP'l'JDf DUNAGAN, through the Bat.talion Con:mander, made a 
dea,perate dec.ision to provide conoeal.Jzient with a. smoke screen 
enabliag evv,~ to nake a reak toward C Company's supporting 
poait1oD loc-&ted tbreo-mmdrod (300) aeters across open rice paddies 
to the South. Neither ot the artille.ry baiiteries had sufficient 
JC smoke rounds cm hand .m it vu necessar,r that white phosphorous 
rounds, although qµita dangerou1. b& used to build up and sustain 
a sufficient smob SCNeD. CAP.tAllll JllINN'-.:AN, 110ving throughout his 
position, readied hie men and ordered them to lighten their loads, 
destl"O)'i.ng my UGtul. pro~,- not, carried, and demanded that no 
wounded be left.. B'e gave d1Nctians and organised the men in groups 
aroUDd .a mm with a oompass. 'fhe C Company e1ament that b.d. not been 
able to reach CompazQ" A wae pulled back to their company's defensive 
position.. .ill. of C ~s llllCblne gwis were given t.a.rget s otf the 
.flanks of A C~, s l"Oute o! withdrawal while gunships were directed 
to tire through the smoke screen o-rer. the he.ade of the withdrawing 
company into tbe high ground to the north 0£ the strea.!Il a.s the 
artiller;y 8B>ke ecreen as being fired. It was quickly apparent 
tb&t there were not enough uninjured men left te both help the 
wgunded and ca.rry the dead. '!'be agonizing decisi on w..s !Iii.de on t he 
r-..dio between CAPrAIN DUNAGAN and the Ba.ttaJ.ion Comna.nder that the 
dead Dlllst be lot't. CAP.rAIN DUNAGAJr, aft.er assuring himself that all 
the wounded wwre assigned a carrying party and that the BilX>ke had 
wil.t up to a sufficient density, led his company out a.cross the open 
rice paddies towards the !riend:JJ' perimeter of Company C. The enel'IG', 
sensing Company A -wae gettd.ng away-, directed their small arms and 
automatic weapons tire across the open field, but the continuing 
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smoke barrage suppressed its effectiveness. CAPI'Ail~ DUNAGAN and 1Lt 
Waltz were in the first group to successfully reach Company c•s 
perimeter whore they began to successfully assist anj account for their 
men. After almost al l the men were account ed for, it was dizcoverod that 
a six (6) aan carrying party, led by lLt Tc:.J11ana.ha., had beer. hi t by a 
155MM white phospherous rou.nd. By oow, the smoke screen had be~uu t c 
dissipate and the enemy fire was increasing. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN, ;.;:.th 
complete disregard for his oim ll.fe, cr1 tic ally wounded and ex:-.austed, 
ran back out into the rice paddy to asoi5t in their recovery. 1'h:::-ou.sh 
the saoke and coatinuous fire, he called and searched f er r~3 ~~n. 
He found Sergeant Robert T. Tullos, a squad lead.er in the 
Reconnaissance eluent, crawling along the bullet-swept area with ~is 
left foot blown away. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN immediately helped apply first 
aid, using Sgt. Tullos' trouser draw-string a.s a tourniquet. 
Disregarding his own wounds and help offered by an aid man, Specialist 
Four Richard M. Belanger, who cue to assist CAPTAilf DUNAGAN amid.st 
the enellY fire, CAPTAIN DUNAGAN lifted Sgt. Tullos on his shoulders 
and ran back to Company'C's positions, being forced to stop and 
rest along the way. Af'ter closing again w1 th Company C, CAPTAIN 
DUNAGAN wu told that Specialist Four James E. Johnson, his senior 
aid aan, was still out 1n the rice paddy. CAPTAIN OONAGAN, seriously 
exhausted and suffering from his painful wounds, started back out to 
find Specialist Four Johnson when he was stopped at the perimeter's 
edge by the diaco;,e:ey- of Specialist Johnson inside the friendly 
perilleter. While checking his men and preparing them for medical evacuation, 
CAPTAIN WNAGAH aJso leamed that 1Lt Tamanaha had been rescued and 
assisted to the extraction site. At 1815 hours, "Dust-Offs" were called 
and the medevac was completed by 1845 hours. The Company Colllllander of 
Company C had to force CAPTAIN JXINAGAN to be evacuated on the Corm.and 
and Control helicopter, the last helicopter out of the area. CAPTAIN 
OONAG.AN, p~sically and menta11;r exhausted, twice wounded and in great 
pain, landed at Fi.re Support .Base Professional and :reported the status 
of his uni-t to the Bat.talion Couander. The Battalion Commander had to 
order CAPTAIN OOli!GAlf to the hospital for medical treatment since he did 
not want to leave his troops. It was later determined that CAPTAIN DUNAGA.~'S 
jaw wound caused hia to lose two teeth and nwabed bis face, his ann had 
bone splinters numbing his fingers and a hairline f!:"acture in one of hi6 
ankles had. been discovered. Illring the course of the thirty-five (35) 
hour batUe again.at a ntlllericall.y s~erior force, CAFTAJN WNAGAN 
repeatedly rallied his Jlen by his extraordinary valor, ou.t.sta.llding 
leadership and professional skill. The love and devot ion for his men 
was significantly displayed on two specific occasions in which he 
tota.lly disregarded his own safety while saving the lives of others. 
His personal example 1n time of grave danger was an ins1)iration t o all 
his men. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN'S personal. heroism and t imely prof ~ss l onal 
actions reflect great credit upor. himself, the I s t Sat.talion, Ji-6th 
Infantry, the Amerlcal Division and the United States A~y. 

-' 
_':.:l_:..:;., :, . 

C.]~AVte~ 
I .tESSE C. SELLERS 

CPT, Infant !j' 
Adjutant 

·. : , , t fi -,~iL 'V 
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k\T.OF-EB.:.ih DU?.J,1(}A;.J , Kern ... 1st Ind 
SF1i~·,C'f : .r:eoa.l or Hor.or 

1 . lee cor.;iricnr: approval. 

2. Throughout a thirty- five hour- periv'i of susta~.ned cc-i':':b.:.t wit,!_ elE;i:,eat~­
of the 3rd NV,\ Reeirncnt, Captain Kera :·; . Lunaea..'1 \,,.s \-:o\,rn:ed t..-,.:ce u:, en.e­
m:;· fire and al.so su5tained a f r actured .ml<le . 'l'r.r0t.iri1 L:i.s lcarit!r·shir, d.I1ci 
bravc r-,t above un<l beyond the call of duty, he saved tht:! l ivo:, of sever;:.l 
ir.en and prevented his uni t from "being e.r.nihilated . I stron;_;l;}, reccr:l!::<::f'.LU 
Cpt Dunagan be awarded our natio.1s hir,hest deco:·::ii.ion ~·c.,r valor . 

Colonel, Infantr:,' 
Corr.1anriin~ 
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AVDF...\GPD DUNAGAN, lttrn w. a~ 11¥1 
xxx-x"'"xxxx (25 Jui 69) 
SUBJECT: Kecommendation for ··Awa:rd 

DA, HQ, Amsrical Divieion, AFO San Francisco 96374 NOV 1 2 1969 

TO: Couma.nding General, United Statoa Ar lfV Vietnam, A.TT.N : AVHAG- f D, 
APO San .Francisco 96375 

l. Recommend approval. 

2. Captain Dunaaan diet.inguiehed himeelf during the peri od 13 Hq 1969 
to 14 Kq- 1969 while serving as COJIDanding Offi cer of Company.\, .J.st 
Battalion, 46th Intantr,-. On 13 P..ay 1:969, Captain Dunagan was moving 
wit h his compaJ'lY' toward Landing Zone Pr ofessional when the uni t ~ 
under 1.ntonse hostile fire !rom. a well. entrenched element of t he 3d North 
Vietnamese A.rtlJT Regiment. In the ensuing battle which raged for 35 
hours, Captain Dunagan .tearleB'Sly and repeatedl y exposed himseJ.t to the 
ineurgents in order to call in and a.djust supporting fire on the numerous 
one• tS)r-titications. In addition, he braved t he hostile fusillade on 
several occasions to reecue fallen comrades f r om further inj ury a.nd 
enable them to be given medical attention with minimal delay. Deapito 
being wounded in two 8eparate encounters, Captain Duni._gw ref used to be 
extracted t'roD1 the area and rema.ined with his men to inspire them and 
direct operations a.gain.st the determined insurgents . His courageous and 
continually' timely actiorus contr.ibu~d significantly t o defeating the 
large North Vietnamese Arm,- force and truly meri t the award of the Medal 
of Honor. 

3. The Silver Star has been awarded a s an interim award unc1er authorit y 
of Gener.al Order Number 11.448, Headquart ers, Ameri cal Division, dated. 
5 November 1969. 

4. The in.t'ormation contained in the recommendation has been verified 
against the individua.l.ts personnel records and t he recommendation i s not 
in contravention with AR 600-31. 

5 Incl 
Added l incl 
5. GC 11448 

• .. ~ .,. - -- •i .. .. ---.... • • - J\...-i•-r----...... ,4 

~~H~. ~ OO~' i-~~--.. 

Brigadie G~nertl, 
ActinJ ~ m.T~.nder 
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AVHAG-PD DUNAGAN, Kern w; 3d Ind 

(25 Jul 69) 
SUBJECT: Recoamndation for Awa.rd 

HF..WQUARI'RRS, UHlTID STA.TES ARMY VIET!W(, APO 9637~ 

TO: CoDIIB.!lder, United States Mllit&.17 Assistance Command, Vietnam., 
APO 96222 

1. RecoJIIDet¥i approval. 

2. Captain Dunagan dist.inguishad hilllSelt conspicuo\18ly- by gallantry and 
intrepidity, a.t the risk ot his l.ile, above and beyond the call of duty. 
His heroism .has been reeogniud b,- the_ interim award of the Silver Star. 

5 Incl 
nc 

"l ,. ~ • , l ~ ~, li' 0 ;'~ y FOR-Off ~·•.:,:. '-,. .:,.u .L 
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CERTIFICJ..TE 
-!l:***IHf-* ·f****-ll· 

On 14 Y.iay 1969, at 1 UOO ho.:..r~, Comr,.s.ny C ,rr.1.s gi veri 
instr1.,_ctions to chc'.3.n~e their mission. W<: were told to m,.,...,c back and 
help Company A who was engaged in heavy· contact ;-:::i.th an elt:i.r:: .. ~t•.~d 
b.l.ttD.lion-sizc !orce of the North VietneJriese Arm;}'. We 'Wt:re about 3000 
meters from Company A. The day was very hot. w~ decia.t:d the bes t ·way 
to get to Com~ A was to drop eur packs. The third pLt,c,o:i lef~~ c.:. 
sq_uad of ten ( 10) men to secure the ·~q..ri.pment. ;·ihen w~ rec.che.:! oi.U' 
point of deployment (BT 139069), the first pli.?.toon ~tc..rted '.:.m.'<i.:.cd. 
Company A. Wbfn they were .. ;bout two-hundred (200) m~ters o·...ttside the 
peri.lilt:ter, the first platoon was fired upon. Th0y returned fire, 
ki:J..ling one ( l) NVA and cap·t.ured one ( 1) lJllJ..., plus one ( i) S~·:S. We 
s-..1.stained one casualty. Then, -with the aid. or the third platoon, we 
dropped back. After we were ha.ck, more air-strikes c1..nd artilL~ry were 
brought into the area. ~he third platoon was th1::n giYen the mission 
to go ~et Company A. We dec:ided to go dO\m the;: streau bed because 
the only other way "-'B.8 an OJpen rice paddy. \fe cJ.so decided. to do 
reconnaissance by fire all the time because of the enemy force in 
the area. I was in radio contact with Company A all thE: t5.L1e because 
all air-strikes were coming in on their .frequency. 1·fo got to within 
twenty to fi:rt.y (20-50) :met1ers ot Company A's point eleme:rrt. At this 
point, we had not received lii.ey fire as yet. C.'\rTAlN DUN.A.GAN was ~i Ying 
me a ~eat deal ot assistan•~e by adjusting artilleq and air-strikes 
around me. lie walked approx:i.Da.tely another :!.f'i ve ( 5) met.ers ..nd then 
we started receiving heav,- :fire from our front az!d both flanks. 
CAPTAIN DUNAGAN'$ 1ea.d elem◄ent at this time was i.t-i Tisual contact .• 
Within a. matter of seconds, m;r platoon had· four (4) IC:A 1 s and 
three (3) WIA's. I had extensive conversatiQn with CA~1ilU IYJi~A.GAN 
telling hilll he had to start moving his men and thiat l would sta.y as 
we could. I heard CAnAIN DUNAGAN tell his men calmly that they ha.d 
to start mving. I looked o·ver thr riTer bank and. saw his men 
starting to move toward m:r loc.ation. While this was goi."'lg on, I was 
cal~ in air-strikes and ,artillery to try to cover their rear, fro.'D. 
where I thought mnch o! the fire was coming. I could see three (3) o! 
hi~ people fall. CAPTAIN DUl~AN clillle back a.11d s.aia. they could not do 
it tha.t way. I am not sure :it CEA.IN DUNA.GlJ·T led his people over the 
bank, but there wa~ a tid ,men he was not om. the radio. I had to start 
pull.in-; ba.ok becau:se the thlree (.3) WIA' s were wounded critically and 
I only had tirteen ( 15) men le:rt in azy- phtoon. I had to leave four (4) 
KIA' s ba.ek ltecauee -e-yery tilne I tried. to move !orw--.i.rd .:>l' to get one of 
the people in frOilt or 'IJIJ" platoon, someone ol:Je wa.i:J shot. I pulled back, 
direct~ 11q men to llOff to our psrimeter. Soon <i-fter, smoke was called 
in to try to conceal. Coll:lpiU'l;y- A's movement. i,.~ the sr.ioko engul.:Ced the 
area, CAPI'AIN DUNAGAN startied moving his men through the bullet-s..rept 
rice paddy. He finally ~de it to our position. ffo then left our 
perimeter and went into the rice paddy to see if' any ;oo:r-e ne:ed.eu help. 
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He round a nan with his toot blolfll off. CiJl'I'AIH DUNAG~: ca..-.t"ied 
tha.t r.:an b..ck to our position. He then st ... ---.,e;d. lu : .wk fer h:-..~ 
~eniu.r ai<llr.an. Someone told CiJl'I'A.:m DUHAG~: ti·i.:.t he w--.~ in (.m.r 
cor.r,:n ... "ld post. When everyone in C~,:, A. --.ra.s ir, ocr position, 
C.\PI'il.t? DUNAGAN rouncied up the people who had to e~t ou.t a.nd 
pt:.rson-1.ly lllia.de sure that t ,hey were .,..l.l on the r.c.<:::deva.c helicopters. 
When the li.st helicopter ca.me in, CiJl'I'A:m Dl;t-rAG~: ha.ii. to he 
ordered onto the vet~le. 

..-, 
rd~£!&/ 
JOSEPH S. DOLOCK 
1 Lt, I11f.:.ntcy 
Pl:..toon u--.der 
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WllNESS STATEMENT 

While flying as a forward air controller in support of the l/46th Inf, 

198th Inf Bde, 14 May 1969 (1400U-1700H), I monitored conversa t ions between 

the Battalion CO and Cpt Dunagan, CO, Company A, l/46th Inf. 

A Company, l/46th Inf had been heavily engaged for several hours by an 

estimated NVA Battalion located at coordinates BT135175 and BT138074 when I 

arrived to provide them with close air support. I heard Cpt Dunagan tell 

Battalion CO, LTC Underhill, that he bad been hit but that it was not serious. 

Cpt Dunagan, CO, Company A, l/,46th Inf had refused medical evacuation and 

some 20 to 30 minutes later was again wounded while attempting to retrieve 

two wounded personnel of his company. Again Cpt Dunagan refused medical 

evacuation. I observed Cpt Dunagan carrying a wounded man, pack, radio and 

weapons to a more secure area 1while passing through intense small arms and 

automatic weapons fire. Because of automatic weapons fire (.50 cal), Halicopter 

gun ships were unable to provide suppressing fires for medical evacuation ships 

to extract the remaining wound,ed personnel of A l/46th. Throughout the time I 

was airborne over the area, maitering the radio of the unit in contact, Cpt 

Dunagan had complete control of the situation. His calm and precise directions 

to aircraft in support of him ,~as truly heroic. Though wounded twice and still 

receiving small arms and automatic weapons fire from at least two directions, 

he directed air strikes close to his position to allo,., him to regroup his 

c0ntpany. Cpt Duna,gans actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of 

the United States Army. 
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S T ·1.. T :i-; M E N T · .. 
W:IJlUttJt.J.tU. 

On 13 May 1969, grid (BT 11 9c55 ), WC ~.:c: parted. C, i.l;" night 
dcfcnsiTe position at &pprmmtely 06JO hours ca.route t o Forward 
Support Jl;;.,sa Profcs:tlena.l.. The previous dey ~ hac. be~m a~tis ed to 
return t"' FGrr.rd Su}'pert Ba.so Prof ossiOilQ.l as soon .~s po srlble, d~a to 
.sn eneiczy- att'!I!lpt to OTGi."ta.kc- ~he LZ., At this t 'i:u!! , ~ccorui?-. i ssanee wa.s 
OP CON t~ Alpha. Com.plUJl". While amrouto to F"ri-w:d. Support Bo.s-~ 
Professiona.l, we enca.ced two (2) Yiet Cong at (Bl' 126067), result~ 
in one { 1) Tiet Co~ m Qlld .the capture o! one ( 1} AK-50 w-c.:-i.~-cn. The 
other Tiet Ccm& succ(!ts&t'u],4 ended. Arter c<.llinf{ a spot re ~rt to 
Battallac, 11r-e were und.~ toward our objective. after movi.."'lg 
acp~tely six-hundred (600) meters tg p-i~ (BT 127071), 1'."e :a.gaiu 
Cl:14-.ged the eMJll1 • Our- point element kill~d ene ( 1 ) NV A soldier, who 
was ~ equipped with SE'5 cl.fie, ehicom gre~e <m r.is f istol belt, 
pith hat, creen khaki unU'orm and ~ck. After anot. t~r s}A)t r-eport, 
n wer.e -.pin enr.oute. A.t qprax1ma.tely the same tirae, we were adTliscd 
'by .1Lt John Edwards, Bravo C0211.p.;.ny' E Company Contnande.r, that he had 
spotted thirty (JO) TC/NVA hea~ in a ,reeter~· direction and t~t. he 
wa.3 proc~ artillery an the enemy. CAPl'AL"l DUIJAGAN ad-vined all or 
our element to be QJl full alert. At o.ppraximatol!y 1300 hours, we 
spotted appro.x:imate~ ti.Ta (5) NJ.A soldi~rs e~ading northeast ..nd 
engaged them~ small arm. weapons, but with neta.tiTe results. N.ar the 
same location, o:ar rear cl.cm!.ent had mo...-9.ent spotted to the rear,. They 
enga(ed the JDOTe.asnt with M .. &o .md M-16 fire. Soon after, we then 
started to ree.eiTC snalJ arms enew;y fire. At this time, the Rc.connaissance 
platoon. had been aepar.ated from our main element a.T1.d the enemy had 
gott~ between us. While in contact, we had two ( 2) rocket-pro:,elled 
grenades fired. at our location by tho enemy and~ and M-79 uena<lu. 
CJPI'Alll' DUNAGAN contacted 1Lt Da.Yid A. WaJ.tz of Reconnaiss.o..noe .and 
decided to us crenadsa to rid the enemy bet-ween us. Snlall arms were 
in.ef.tcctiTe and too daJl&erous, due to the r act that we woul{i ~ firing 
onto !ri~ forces. !he Rcoonna.issanee platoon then got Gn lina and 
coneellted to thrff grena;dea 11b1le our element gave adjustments and target 
locations. Arter lteconn:t1:saance successtull:y lin..lced up with COl'lpany A, 

. they killed tht-ee (.3) The to'fJr (4) NVA that were between us. After the 
link-up, we moved aeroazt "th~ river on the trril. at. (Hr 131073) and 
6CCurecl a~~• ~r the WOW1d.ed triendliea, approximately !our 
(4), at (Hr 1.32074). Meam«b;tla. we had Cobl-a gunships work over the area 
11here ve had lli&4e ocmtact • .utc- the du.st-otf ns C<Dplct.ecl, wo ag&in 
startod .eorvarct t.o 1on,ari Supporl :5ase lro!aesiou..l. We had. a>Ted 
appro.xillli.t813" threo-bundred (.3oo) ·uiete.rs when we d.~~ided to m..ke a 
Land.bl& ?.one to accept our resU,?~• While attt>zrt?t,int;; to sc;t up security 
to our cast, the second pl&toon r .eceiTed he.1.-vy sniper fire a..l'lci 
rscoill1SSs weapon fire• Imu.(.,diatoly, C~ ilN D0!-!aGAN st .;.rt eci. t o ~oce s~ 
artillery. Then we be&&n to rceoive 6-a-.iu mortar fire. Wo pulled b.Lck to 
the proposed I.;.ncU ni Zone 4t nd. ~nt our third pl.1.too:i. arld ~11-!co:w.aiss.a.nce 
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up a hill at (BT 133077) to pro-i,-ide security. 'f l'ley wcr& :raet by ?.n 

unlmom size one~ force with heavy sm.ll aru:s f ir~, }!-79) autorr:.t,ic 
weapons !ira and 6011-1 =noz-tu !ire. ';hey receivia>d he~'7 ec:s.su..lties. 
lier the wounded and one ( 1) !'riondly JCLt .re:::·~ 't.::::-,n~ht dowi.: t v the 
Landing 7.one, wo e&J.l.ed. f.or .., modeY-.c. 'n'bfln th" cfos t - off c..me in, 
the en~ -moTed its r:Lre f"rom Reconnaissance and t !1c tr.iru. f:..:.'.:. oo."l. to 
the I.and.in& ?.one. Tho du::.t-o.t.r was C\.'rTllf,lleted ,';,'U,CCE:55.fu~r ;-n.t ;. t l.•.:­
wounded and one (1) r.:tA. Soon after, a resupply hellcopter came in 
and. when it t ·oucheci down, the enewy put a. conc ce!1trat i -.m. of s:r:-'.,,a,l l W.':ls 
and 60MM !ire onto the Iand:iJ'1' 1,one. '!he co-pilot. wa.s st:::uc ;,: in the head 
by Bll1.lll arma !ire anfii ld.lled. him.. Th~ pilot fought w.itt. t he copter, 
while the co-pilot, waa re,maYed from the helicopter. The pi.lot then 
succesefully got the airc:ra.rt aw;.y fra.'Il the Landinlr ?.one. The. 
helicopter brought in tbrfte (.3) men and a. re.sup~ or 11C" rations, mail 
and some au:raon1tj.on. One ot the men who r&n off the helicopter iw'&S 

Jd.lled. by a ~ round., The. s.me round sent a piece of shra._pneJ. 
into CAFTAIN DUfW1\N1 S j1~w. The blow aent CiJYI'ilN DU!J:.".G!J-J to the 
&round.a ronde::rinc him \lile:onscious. At the time he w-.;..s wunded, he w.s 
on the radio ta1k:iJl& to 1Lt Waltz. I scrambled over to him., thi.nld.nc 
ho was doad.. !toverin& on,r him, I call~ hi.s na.me and after a second., 
he came to. He st.rted tc~ get up,, but I tried to keep him down. He 
jumped up, grabbed. tbe nL.Ciio and 1'ini:.bed hi~ conversation vi.th 1Lt 
Waltz. Atter we succeedecl in getting the Rec.onriaies.i.r..ce p~toan and 
the third platoon ha.ck to our loce.tion, we picked up the wounded amt 
deaa and. CAPl'A1ll Dl,1NAG.AN l.oci us t.o a. night la.ager. When we a.rci.Yed~ 
CJ.PTAIN DUNAGAN eat the positions o! the perimeter and put out t.h.e 
word tar oomplet• light and noiee discipline. The night defensive 
position was located at (Br 1:,3075). A.t our night defensive position, 
we had all t.he wounded a.round the Comm.nd Post where the meciies could 
keo_p clo36 wa~ and p.TO ai.d llhen needed. C.APl'ilN DUNAGA?J had no 
sleep ttw;, ni&ht and wa.a in t~ic pa.in due to the wound in his jaw. 
He 'WOUld go around and. ti-y to com.tort the wounded when he v.s not. 
directin& USpoo)q-., 1t llhiw1 &&Jd.st .. us all zn.ht. He told me and 
Speciall.st J'our Thomas A. Natd.nu.n•., the other R'l'O carrying the 
cnmpaZQ" net, to get aor.ae sleep and be would monitor the radios. Durin& 
all of the arlion on 1j J.fq, CAPUIH DUNAGAN rema.:ined calm &.nd kopt 
his sense. Bren a.tt..r bejLll& knocked down by the tragment or ruortar~ 
he kept; cool and ~l. Be nOTer once 'Wil.S concerned !or his own 
aatety. When he as st.ru.ck, he was looking .around for ene:aJiY positions 
by stand1ng ~ect., even tJ\o\lgh we lrere under heavy fire. I think that 
some ot the wunded m.1.&ht; not ha.Te 11 ved it it was not fer CA.JYI'ilN 
DUNAGAN. He wow.d. go arotlnd and.~ to com.tort thel'l and just ~t them 
know he QB with them. BIS as a great mor--.le !actor. He also helped 
carry a wounded lDIIU1 to the .ni°'ht defensive position on 1~ May. We 
departed our ni.cht de!cn:dTO position at a.pprorir.:atcly 070c hours and 
li.OYed to a. La.."ldin& ?.one at (BT 1.34073). We had our wounded and tle.d 
evacu.te.d and. accepted a resupply ot a.nmunition. The total evacuated 
wae approxinw.te]J- ri..-e (!;) Jitter patients and ten ( 10) a:a:.:n1la.tory. 
We ha.done (1) friendly KIA who was evacuated by our Command end 
Control. helicopter. ~1ri.lt: breald.ng down our resupply, we sent an 
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element of Reconna.iss-snce down tho stream to secure and reconnoiter 
the area. At app.roximato~ 0745 hours, the R.ccoonai::.sance element 
r&d.ioed us and said they had been o.Lllbushed by an u.-i}::nolm si. ze ~nc;.my 
force. CAPl'il11 DUtUGAN ordered everyone to pack and. r..ove. C.:J?'rl..IlJ 
DUJU.GAU persona~ walkod. point ..long with 1Lt Waltz. We moved i.-i t wo 
columns, with the Compa.I1J' Coxm;ander taking the lead. 'i'he river was 
approximately- fifteen (15) yards Yi.de, five (5) feet deep and ei:ich bank 
was ten ( 10) !eet above the water level. It had. heo-~· ver:etation :ilong 
each side. It was chosen 'for the eonceal.m.ent it ,-ro;,ild provid.0 th~ clement. 
When we arrived at the element's location (BT 136874), the Reconnaissance 
element was pinned down. One o! the men instr1;.cted C:J-"f .\IlJ Dt.iliAGA.H as to 
where tho 1llfm were located. It was reported th-.t t.he point in.an of 
Reconnaissance was hit and dead, but was unconfirmed because -.,re could 
not get to him. They al.so had tlro men wounded in the legs. When CAPI'AIN 
DUNAGAN round out where the men were trapped i.11 the cross fire, hti dropped 
his pack and darted acr0ss the river., up the bar.k and to where the men 
were pinne4. down. While do~ ao., he received a wound from ·a.a J:...K.-47 
in the left elbGW and tho projectile lodged in his !orea...-m. He dragged one 
o! the ~n back to sa!ety. While doing -so, he instructed the rest o! the 
men who were pi.nned down to w±.hdraw and led the way for them. We 
contacted Battalion and requested air support. We got au.pport from two 
sets ot gunships, a.nd an unknolm number or F.ACt s, which controlled 
airstrikes. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN directed the ordinance of gunships as close 
as twenty (20) meters from our locat,ion. The high ba.11ks of the river 
enabled us to do so without .fear or friendly casu.altif;s. CAFTAIN 
DUNAGAN directed the gun-ships by popping Si:lvke and gi 0...ng the aircraft 
direction and pro:d.ma.te locations from the smoke. liter approxim:s.te1¥ 
a half' hour to forty-five (45) minutes of rockets from the gunships, we 
tried to move again. An elmnent or Reconnaissancestarted across and 
receiTed hea.vy automatic weapons tire, resulting in one ( 1) lUA and one 
( 1) WIA. CA:PTAIN DUNAGAN directed the gunships in for another hour or 
ordinance and he had the FAG put airstrikes on the hills and enemy 
locations around u.s. Whi11' this was taking pl.a.cc, wr: spotted one (1) 
NYA cross the river in .front o! us. We engaged him ·with small arms, 
with no results. At this point, we had to pull b.::.ck ).!1 fear of the enemy 
coming along the bank 'in front of our point, where there ·was no 
observa.tion. We pulled back approx:ur.ately twenty-five (25) meters. Atter 
realiz~ that he had left his XY-38 cipher g:u..'1. ii."! his ruck sack, 
CAPl'AIN DUNAGAN left the radio for a minute a,.'ld. went back to ~,mere he 
he left it. Alone and unprotected, he crawled up to the pci.ck and reti:ieved. 
it. He then returned to the radio and his men and conducted. more 
a:ir support. While the troops were j_n the :::-ive::r, our element observed 
NI/A 1?10ving on our flanks and en&a&ed them when rossible. The whole time, 
C!..Pl.'Aill DUNAG~'f 1rould keep passing encGura.gemcmt to the man. At no ti.11e 
did anyone !'eel like givin& up or quitting. After the air ordinMce 
·was put in for another hour and closer than ever, Ci.PTA.It DUHA.GA.n decided 
to try to move again. ;•:c started out on the west sid~ of the riyer, u11 
the bank and along the edge. We had just passed. the location of the 
~econn.a.issance element and all looked. well 1;ntil ;.i.utom2.tic w~apons fire 
cut down the first four (4) men. All. were killed. i·l:; rot down a~1d 
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retirned a ba9e cf fire, bat· were not·· ~.:re whc1·t: t:he e r1~..JJ\)' n .:, 3 •• ~'b~.'~t 
thrt:e (.3) rounes suddenly ripped throut;h our pos::.tio:l, wo·.m1ir~ c:}-c ( 1) 
a-ro in the ba.ck and killing one ( 1) r.1.U1 b,- strilc.nr: ~~.in: i:, 'L-h.:: hu.;:;.d • 
. CAP'l'ilN DUNAGJu"l decided tbe la.st .. chance would be t~ get e, ;~ li~.:: a !"'.d 
assault • . Our · strength of men had dwindled to less thc.n fc!'ty-fi,1e (h5) 
men between Company A and ReconnaJ.ssa.nce. P.e m<.~ give::-! the c,rd··. r ~:- ,.j 

spread on line and · advised u,c· George R. Underhill ,,f his <1.c t ::. ~ms, IZC 
Underhill, the Bat talion : Coocroa.nder, told him not to ,k , so ~,:. c.x:... -~-:: he 
figured there should be a less c.ost~ ,ra:y to ~et oi.,t. C:ic.?1'.U:i DUl-L.;.GA.r(· 
a{;I'ced anq c,rdered· 11s to · pull ~ck into the river. He .:>.;;~.i.'1 called o:c 

.more air -supi:ort and. discussed the "situation with LTC Hnd~rhill. I. am 
·not· sur• . haw-or: who brought the • idea. up, but it was decid~d. th.a.t a smoke 

. sc~eon ~ht. work to a.ilf our>Dl'>Te.tr&ent. At. approxim.s .. telp- 1715 hours, the 
artillery -~ke,· ~oundrf,star.t.ed t-ci :.drop around OU!' location and we ~ted 
!'or •it .to ~ld-'_.u.p ··t.o. vhere_'it 1'0uld be ·ertectiv~ as a SJWke screen t~ 
conceal ~s. :we . planned : to evade thrQugh the smolre to tlie south, tolP...rd 
Company C &1¥1 :·the~:·•est&blishsd perimeter rlth a secure land~ l.one. 
The (~ri:·o.t::,~ CW..$ at (BT }.39069); CAPTA:pl DUiIA.G.li.~ then gav~ 

• eTe~ ,man-:enco~ag~ end· .advised. a.n. or what:· ;-ras to ,happen. ··.-we were 'to· . 
• run .:dir.ect._~ • soU:th.';\ which:.CAPTllbT' ~NAG.N shoved • eve:cyone by po~~~ .. : 
in tl1e(dir~ot-i9ti,';t11' :,~eur:t1DQyeme~. ,~pai:iy 'C -wa.·a ·to put dorrn a 'base ot .fire 

• to tli,e\~~st~ 'Ve · r~· ,!or appro.;:1.matelj- two-hundred fifty (250) · meter.s • 
~~u:·.,we ··~ :~ ::.tJ1e ,~cige ' o!' the ~SID'?ke•· ~in& t ·he rim, we wepe itaking·--­
~·he~"TT •smaJ;l: arr.is;·,11r.~ . and. the . SIJl9ke -rounds ~re. still dr-0pp~ in. All· .• . 
otil:">e~pment ~~ ·-~·o ,b«f:-left behind . and th• wounded that ·were ~bl-E? _. 1X> • 

'.-~ -·it .. alon~ ·· were ·aided or ca.r.ried :-by, others. CAPl'AI!l DUN.A.GAN .ooaeore~. 
·.thc;':y-cll.(,y;:-.~~- ~ >slt~wed us-the :;-way>to the ~!'r.iendly per.imeter~ :Aft•er,-. 

:: l".~hin& ~ ¢om.~-'.QJa: ·pei.-fueteer~-_·CAP.I'illif ·DU~&1"i -stc:.zi;~d- tq account·, _!or 
: -bi:, ''meli.·&rn!- -~.s~~-/~ j,,gr·o_q.p~:.--t~; · Aft·~ ) _1eari.ng ,,. of a -carrying party _· 
as~ist~-:.a;~~~-~~~-·wilo_~:-.r~s-. ~ -~ek_.:t,y .a J 55M•f smoke··· rGund:, -- ~~A:m .. 
~~ :~an_::~~k:~,·-~!1~ =~, -!Pad~ and.~s_ear.ched for •:h~ . ~y.- ~j~- .:·~\ . 
. one .:;of· the,!-~~-~th -hl~ .toott ~ls:nm. ·ott, C.U'T.illl' DUUAGAN physically·-cep::i;ed .... 
the-~-;wo~c4--•a.1'(:·~ '.:~s-,:~.:c~~::'.'.de~J'ite his own -lfOunds _ and· stra.in, to Co~,. ; 
C1 s per~~r. ·'·Iie \~d t :o-;-r .~t.µr:n to the padd3-- where smoke rounds :were .-·· ·.-: 

-~ still. c~-in·::·..a;~nf~ -~~4., ·not·:•to-. by: -a man who . went out also and could ' .• 
not ·. find. ': azii/ 9t,'t~e··:i>ther ·'~n. We 'bad three (3) medevacs pick· up the .~ : • 

.. wounded' ''an:d';~ ~a.J;l(k,.CAPTilN :DU'µAGJJt, when knolfing his COlll.p&l)J" was saf'e, 
:···tjoal'ly ~ '--~~de.cf:~o i_.g~t. -:on :·~·:,helicopter '. and receive medical treatment. · · 
· At' no .t:JJite:.:_during;_. a.11:-,,contact ·did ,CAFTAIN DUNAG.A.H show signs of weakness or 
:. complain' o!-''.pai.Il:. -:~i:.'deci.edoiis :~c(never .h .. sty or not well thought out · -~, 
unless,~he. -h.¥i ~0 .. :40 _ so=.t~ in•·a · sp+,it second. He shewed no rega....""<i for 
his own sa!~ty, only :ror-t _be welt.are of his 111en~ When we had to run throµgh 
the smoke~ ·lrt-e · had ~· to leave the ·dead men~ which totaled thirteen ( 13) KI.A's. 
He knew it. had to· be -~one; ·- he· t,ried -every _possible way to get the men ou.t. 
It.it were possible t~ __ ;ta.ke· the dead, CAPI'/,.IU DUN;J},'L'T ,rould .have done it. 

-. B~I.A.N • r- . SHA~~: 
SP/4, xxx.-xx-xxxx 
RTO 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I, Sergeant First Class Fete Gonzalez, acting platoon leader 
of the second platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry, was 
present when my platoon came within twenty to fifty (20-50) 
meters of Company A on 14- May 1969. We ne,..er reach~d their position 
a.'1d we were eventually forced to move back and set. ~.P south o: the main 
trail. At approximately 17JO hours, Company A called in a smoke 
screen in an attempt to provide eneough concealment fer their evasion 
into our perimeter. AJ;pha Company, led by CAPTAIN DU:~ .• ;GAN, ca.me 
through my sector. Soon after the men started coming in, I coula see 
CAPTAIN IXJMAGAN go .back out to help the weunded. I saw him return 
later ' carrying a:· man who had his left foot blown off. He then took 
control of his c911pany and moved them to a l anding zorie for ·P.vacuation. 
He was wounded. but did not leave until all the other wounded were 
safely out of ~he area. 

.~ ·';;}~~ 
' PETE GONZALEZ ) d 

SFC, Infantry1 
Acting P 1atoon Leader 
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I, 1Lt Thomas N. Tamanaha, was the fon,;; rd ob!::e!"'Ver to 
Company A ~:id was the only other officer, w1 th t he excei,tion of 
CAPV.IN DUNAGAN, attachedL' to Company A at that t. irne. We had bei:.!r1 
given the mission to proc:eed toward an objective i n the vii;.inity 
north of Forward Support .Base Profeszional the n!.ght of 12 M?..y 1969. 
The morning of the 1Jth s;howed only two (2) sm:.;ll c ont.acts resultine; . 
in two (2) NVA KIAs. Howe:ver, the tempo of the w::;.r increased as the 
afternoon crept a Jong. Iu the vicinity of grid ( .3T ! J00?2 ) , wE. 

started seeing the NVA in. groups oi ten ( 10) . Some t hirty ( JO) to 
forty ( 4D) NV A· were spott.ed in the rice paddy sout ::. cf our g:::-id along 
the finger of the high ground. ·Al though no con fl rn1e d. body count was 
made, with the exception of four (4), I estimate at least t~enty (20) 
NVA were either killed or wounded within a reasonable count, 
excluding any considerati.ons for the artillery fire. Company A and 
the Reconnaissance platooin, under the leader::;hip of CAPTAIN DUNAGAN, 
continued to proceed north along the high ground. At ~:::-id (BT 134076), 
CAPI'AIN DUNAGAN sent Staf'f Sergeant Charles K. Crosswhite and the 
second platoon to the stz~am south, intending to secure it for 
the purpose of bringing 1.n a resupply helicopter. The second platoon 
then came under contact i.n the streaJU .. Some of the men of the first . . . -. . .... 
platoon, who .were. securing the east . side of the company's perimeter, 
spotted:. several" NVA runni.ng in the rice paddy near the second platoon. 
Artillery was called ,on boththe NVA and a mortar position east of 
the second platoon. The s;econd platoon was also 'fired . upon by a 
recoill~ss • rifle from the: south. The second platoon was theri w1 thdrawn 

. to the company's -perimete:r. Since the time of day was growing· 
increasingly sport, CAPI'A.IN DUNAGAN orderedthe Reconnaissance 
Platoon to -the knoll at g;rid: (BT · 13J077) to prepare for the company's 
night defensive ~r.µieter. ·it1_.approximate.lj ·1309 hours, the NVA . . : • • 
started ·their .fi1rrce· mo.rta:r :a.xid· ,small· arms fire, including ma.:clµne.':, •. • 
guns. and ::greria:df:_la.uncp._ers.-.::~.~vere friendly casualties wei:-e ,'suffere· d, 
requiring an i _mmediate ;":I~s~-Off:" The lfDust-Off" was completed · •• 
successfully wiihout further casual ties~ The decision was them made· 

• to bring .the Co~mand and. Control helicopter in for emergency resupply 
of :a,mmun.1 tion:~ .While · hovering on the Landing Zone, the co-pllot . was 
·s.hot·;-in ···tt{e ·head by a sniper who had crawled ne·ar the . perimeter. 
This sniper .was :·q~ickly e•liril,inated. CAPTAIN DL!NAGAN completely 
disregarded · warnings from. his RTO and myself of all incoming mortar 
roun~ .. Thinking.' only foi:· the people of the Reconnaissance and the· 
third'.platoon, . who were under the most severe part of the attack, 
CAPTAIN DUNAGAN ··stood on one knee and continued directing the two 
platoons over the radio. Not ten minutes had passed after the Command 
and Control helicopter had left when one of the many mort ar roundi5 
fired by the NVA ill_pa.cted: approximately thirt y (;I)) meters from the 

. Command Post, killing one ( 1) and seriously wo'...! ndir.g CAPTArn DUNAGAN 
in the jaw. After being stunned by the wound f or a f ew seconds, 
CAPTAIN DUNAGAN instantly regained his composure and continued 

. ... ... 
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directing the com1-any. Withdrawing t'~ et rfrlJ ~f3ance and third 
Platoons, the com pany moved south along the fi:-, :~er to the vicin~ ty 
of grid (.aT 1JJ074) to our night defensive pe!·imet e~:, where 2. a:111all 
fortified posi t1on was found. Luckily, our nii:;d de fen~! v e posl tion 
was not attacked during the night. Several he l l ~opters nere brought 
in the next morai~g to medevac t he wounded ar. d ~lso to brl~s i n .more 
emergency resupply. An element of the Heconnaissa~ce platoon was 
sent forwc:.rd up stream toward the east to rec:o:moi t e r the a r1;,a . The 
element made contact _and w1 thdrew a few meters; r.owever, t hey 
suffered a few friendly casualties. Under t he direction and constant 
leadership of CAPTAIN :CUNAGAN, Company A and t he Reconnaissance 
platoon began its trek up stream to aid the pinneci do~~ element of 
Reconnaissance. Knoh'ing the depressed· feeling of the men that this 
day was actually a continuation of the last, CAPTAIN DUNAGAN -and 1Lt 
David A. Waltz expressed their .fine leadership by walking point and 
setting an example, Upon linking up with the Reconnaissance element 
and leann.ng that four of the men up ahead were pinned d_own, CAPTAIN 

• DUNAGAN dashed· forward, .. securing one of the wounded and directed • 
the rest of the men back. lliring the rescue, CAPI'AIN DUN..:.GAN 
sustained his ·second wound in the left elbow. Company C's first 

• platoon then m·ade. its attempt to relieve some of the pressure by 
moving east. tc, west along th!;) stream. However, the platoon returned 
to their compa.qy's perimeter after capturing one prisoner of war. 
Soon after, . another platoon of C.Ompany C was sent ~oward our location, 
this time in . the stream itself. The platoon made its way by recorining 
by fire. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN then -decided to move the company toward the 
platooh. of ·eompa.ny. C in the stream·~ However, before reaching ·the 
platoon, CAPI'AIN DUNAGAN decided to go around an open area in the -' 
streclJll by climbing .the stream bank to the right. ~hile in the process 
of· crawling· around 1,he open az:ea .through the rl.ce paddy, fou,r friendly ·. • .. 
casualties were immediately sustained. CAPTAIN . DUNAGA.N ordered: for _four . 
( 4) • M-79 rounds. to .. be shot :in _the tree line about fifty ( .50) . meters to·. -the 
front. Two frien·d.l:y ·casualties were suffered at this time, which prompteq . 
CAPTAIN DUNAGAN to ·withdraw '.to the secured stream. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN 
then announced that a smoke :screen was to be fired south of the stream 
in the· three-hu·ndrecf meter · wide rice paddy, The smoke screen was· to cove.r •. 

-our . tactical· advanc~ -to.the. friendly perimeter of Company C. Sergeant 
Robert T. Tullos., .who was with .me helping to carry one of the wounded 
men -shot· through the: leg .along with four others, became part of. the very 
last group. to lea'!e-_the • st:re~.• A white phospherous ro'..lnd .which i~pacte~: 
two (2) meters J:rom Serge.µit 'l'ullos caused him to lose a foot. Sergeant 
Tullos, at this ~t .ime, became separated from myself; however, CAPTAIN 
DUNAGAN later rescued him in the rice paddy, 
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. On 13 Hay 1969~ ··111' :~, Oompany C, 1st Battali.011 4-Gth 
Inf..ntry, b&ga.n moving to-ward our o'bjectiTe !o:!J,·rw.c .... ng Brs.vo Company. 
After :ma.n;,y ho~ups, I · split' with Br.an C<Mllpa."lY and z:t0ved ~orth or 
them, sta-y.i.nc south o! ~h~ Bilrlincten Trail. At coordinates (BT 1400&4.), 
we spottod two (2) NVA mt"--t~d upon them, .killln~ -:>ne ( 1). t·Te 
contin~d to me~ _-_to~d 9ilrf'.o,.jectin. Arter bc:inz ,1';.gued bt hea.t 
casaa.lties and problems, we _st:0pped at cc-;,~tes (BT 145072) for · 
resupp],y an4 water, ... Aft~ th.at,, we moved on and had to h-.ve three (3) 
men o:xtr4Gtied· ltecaus~ •~ ·tbe h&~t. It was late, so we ni:ht ~ • 
~ coordinates · (Br :154074)~ That night w - watched !i'qrward Fire Base • 
Proresaion;l ref. lit -hard. ~ me?"ti'a.r&, · RFG's a.11d rccW:le~s ri!le tire• 

• ·• watched "S,.0~ ~ ldth tlaro shipa all ni&ht lont;. We had • . 
h~. en, .Battalion .. ·net that Caapany A lQS in hea.Tj'" contact behind. ll8 
a.s they and.· ~sanc.e,.:~ mned kck . up th(; v-ci.J.1ey and moved . •. 
·uong-·:tbe ._nerth.- -atile _c,f. the Burlingt,cn Trdl. I remelUer heari.n( of . • 
a. ch~pper>p~-- -~ -ldJJ,e4. wbilt: teyin& to remip,:q . Comp.ny A and • 

• ~~~•• '' ~yei-> :-~ dG • ndt remmu>el' the day or t,ime I ~ h~..r:d 
: tlµ.sJ:.'Qni f4·- May, _, at 07~-;;~our,~; .. I called and tlikcd to the Battu.ion .. 
·.:.5-.3 =·as1d;ng?if-.}1e-.,w;µited :me te -~nti."ltle to my o~jecti-re or -go ,h.ck ·to·•: . 

: ~~::~~·,_.He.;:~ec~~-.ac tcf.-psh ~ to xq _objective .• We . • • 
·,:;:.~%i.f4,D-a~.:~ :.to· our .. 01'je¢"!.-re·_·~i '. a.t apprmimd,e~ ·t2QO bour.s> 
:•'._-! .. ~~>.• cali)rni1e: :at· -~diliates (.Br 161067) to turn arotmfi ·ano.: 

;co.:·-~ ·~e~~~~\ (BT 1·3~)·:: to bcl.1L-rol:i.~n: -tho .pressure on ·:· •. .. _ 
~ .<A::~.-~co~~~-- lie ·-.,nd ·north &t our ·location ancl_·~ 

· ::~ ·et,:i-/ west° '. &tter.! mo~:.~·. ·.£> .. 'the-~~_. .... -+on Trail. u · mo ." · •• ,t.J, . _.,,_ .. . . -~ · • ·· . . . ' _....,....., . . pon ~ 
.. :~ \~~-the -- -~~'.Glll:~..a.11;~;,1··-eook·.the ~ut.e ·as !'ollm, ._ ay • 

-'.:· -~o!~~}f ~i;;f:4;~:_:~1:~;-=~-: ::~Br~ 
4~~~i 2) <:.!4:~:Z~-ji!i~s. •. 

• :th.a,t':-w :we~.e~ ~~~-: untU·we ·-roached., that point:. Upc . , 
~cfling:'-tJie, ,_cle~t~~~~e~J,::I :-· sezrt,',th~ first p4toon_ into the -- ~re~k : 

-· ~o):no;re· nor:tli~ :_Tbe7<'~ -~ ~ -- a · rica. :paddy and 1Lt Grant saw .an·-
::':~ ~~ie,~ --~ :.Cl~;)~ --~~,~JJe ;~ it out and witli it ca.me~~• . 
·_J!az.~~ ::, • . Jie·.~ :-,~ :,ae1~f ~, weapen, then _shot .nether as he r~A 

• frca'.:t'lit(-at:.o..,'.;n..:·f~af;: -~ then ume under ·hea;y fire and •• ,-
. ma"N.'1 -~k::an:4 ~~ {tlie··~ ,.:ot-.war ld.th him. The ·man could 
• a~:· a; :1:ttel,~ '~·•'?··~·~ ,B:e ·_.t..14 ~,: "100 ~A in acltush" N.xt, ::I 

aenf;\ ~ ·;,~bir,. ':.~ .. -;~ -~~--;~1;oon in tp.e stre.a. • I 1-.:. 11£ . 
Del:ock, •• :t~bis''.·thir:4-_';platoon • le&de;--~ : put bis r.dio • on C~ A' a . , 
!reqency-, - so .he ~ ·coor.d.,inate· nth CA..l'J.'AIN DUNAGAN'. _As tbey • 
procoe~ci up ~ ~~oek, ~ti.e7~ _upon Qomp~ny A's first dw.d ~• 
At t~'t po~-, ~ 4-)o!li~:"~ :·clown -eur -first six (6) men. ·The remi.J.ndcr 

or. ~be two ~n:s /t-J:iri to .. stay and hold lL'ltil C¢mpany A eoul.d • 
mon toward ·t~/ ),a:t··'tl:le_- ~e w.s se intanse that Company A could 

. not mo,-e in ~ :- -llirection'.~. lfe ~ied to reeoyer our dea.d, but eTeq 
time we ·reached ,~ t!i_; --~ tire would be,L'1. again and. they 
woulri shoot·· the ~~•a i'i.~ or . ·oix. times more . . We were forced to . . . . ~ .. 
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pull eack once more, 'brin&i.ng two (2,) or our six (6) bodies with -u.,. 
I a.lso had wounded that were remoTod. success:tully from the. amb-1.1sb 
site. We were a.~ut te go 'back in tor the thirc! time when CAPrAIN 
DUtaGAN said -thorc V&s no 1cbance of our phtoons ,etting to them 
a.net fer them, a.t this t.ime, t. pt to us. He requested sc.oke by 
artill.o17 so tba.t they could e~ -.croa:s the rice ?a.ddJ". Dur:..~ 
the entire tiay, C£.PTAIN mmAGAN"neyer lost ~ntrol of the situation; 
the manner \7 vhieh I am. . s-~~ti.Qc this is becaus~ of his cal.cl r"dio 
ooDTersatiens and the deciaions ho was ma~ 001 the r-.di.o. At no 
tial ilci l e-,,,r • !eel that he bad l.ost any control over his si.t~tion 
and. his men. • :ho~ was 'bro1icht 1n. and -r:ry m.chine ~& we:·e placed so 
that the7 could cive' cover .tire while they evaded. As soon -ilS the 
satke • came in w atarted.- t<) fiN, keeping our fire to the ea.st o! 
the 11Grtt);.eouth str..a .J.ine •. CeiaJsany A and P~connussarice soon 
ltegan eom1 nc into ov le.rt ·f4nk. The first time I actu.l.ly saw 
caTAIN DUNACWl -~ wen ~t entered our per:itneter line. H~ W"a.S 

teld that 80lll8 ilen bad aeen ! bit ~ a smoke round and he immedia.tely 
ran ltack to tbe ·smeke j.n ·&J1 at.tempt to find .them, all the while 
under, e~ ·#:i;-t, .. :- ~ ::.he came· ~ again, he had ., man on his shoudors 
who had_,~ toot)pii~Y He .-cai:-ried _ lii;,m up to whe:re we we~e a.nd we took .. 
th& .man ·trom-.there~: I . ha.d'' lusarct-·t'liat he al.so ·crawled thr~h intense 
:t1re·,._e~lier ·to ~et/·t?le secured radio set ·out; however~ I .di,Q not--: 

: ap,0i.f1c~:;.see:::this·:.oc0\ll:~.:,we :·then moved back and set U:p a . • 
-~ -~ne_-'· ~01; -~en.cs. ,ru.:: • t~ whil.e we ·were·. there, we had , . 
~~ps and, dr~strilais • ld~tb. . ll4Jtda au· dra.,; ·bombs ,-."Gr king . ove·r us~ 
"They. ~ye4.- ·untUjthe med.e,raoa·,-.re . coapleted. We also used a 
.miDD'9ahi'.P\:tor-tlio. iiedeTaC4. :.·1: _t9lcf CAPTAIN DUNAGAN that he must, 
:get..-:-on· tbe;;~ \med~c. ~J~U&e • we ~ -not· lae able to get ~ 
. ou~ after ·we . started. -to mve··:·beoause of. the tcn-rln. He -::wa.nted.:.~o ·; . :i: • 
· ~,-:·;.J,a~')i•'-·::tdp_aJjy<~~ti~c( and.:·nnt,· on the last beli~pt~; ~ :·;~ ,~. 
•. Ou;'.'. &l"e~ 

IJ4t,~t,,,J. &.: ... ~ 
: VUI!l'ER. W. lUIDWNIEE . 
. 1,~tl ' Int..ntry •• 
. Comm.andjng 
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?11 13 l'iay 1.9tio}, Co-ipan~r A a..."l.d my µJ.3.t,.:,on, aeconnz.isc;a.11ce, 
h-.d been l.Ilstru.cted to move from (Hr 119055) t o ·.:: location n~rtb of 
Forwu~ Support Base Professional in order to ~~e t he pre s~t..r·o on 
the Support Base, whi~h •had been under consua.nt ..i.ttack . At thie time, 
ray platoon wa.s un.dcr operational. contr0l of Compci.."1.j' A and Ck'"'TA!I~ 
DUNAG~"'l, Alpha. Company I s Commander. As -wc IWved nort 1-\ .~.i)d c.,st in t i.,e 
vicinity of the Burlina;ton Tr..il, Compa..~• A wa r:; ir~ Lne le.?.d ,!i th LJJ-•• 
elem.en~ tr~. Campany A: :wide t~o (2) sharp cnco-....nter~., each 
resuJ.ting l.Il o..,e ( 1) NVA. KIA and two (2) weapons ca1---;1c.'..!rdd. It was 
ev"ident. tha.t there was considerable enemy act ivity :in the ;:,.rt:.;.i.. CAP!'ilN 
DUIOOJJl d~cided tha.t our safest rout~ would t-.ke us across the valley 
and along the high ground. to the north. After the two engagerr.ents, we 
st"-l"ted rece1Ting :.$ome sma.J.;L qrms and automatic weapons fire from 
severa.l cti.fferent locations. As we ·moved north towards the lu.ih ground, 
Company A and one element of my platoon st..rted s;,ot tin.g ·Ilor th 
Vietnamese .~ soldiers in groups of four (4§ and. (5). l'ht::y were 
hc..tl:li camou..tl&ged# mo~ aJ..l around us~ lt,.is my opi.11ion that ~-re 
did kill· :.quite a ·r~w .NVA. But we could n:ot confirm them because · of : the.:.· 
hea.vy:d:'.~.·-,.At,,!this time, ~-A sustained some criticalli wounded 
·per~:+/-The .. ~~o~ssa.nce '~l.ement, while -moving up to ·Co.'lllp~ .. . i,, . 
ran .int.'o: a..~~ll:--~.mou:f'.h.ged ~oup pf fo~ (4) NVA soldiers, who .ft.red. 
at .u~~~~.'.).'e··approtc~~. · Nobody was WOWlded,· • so '11."C . quickly advanced.; · •• ~ 
~ '.Ccmt&iit :JP:tli :,Camprµ1y A. My element \'(aa now . spread cut and . in . the'. 
expo-~d)i.raa;'~' Wt,·l<>b~~ :quj.te ·a :· :rew geaades in t .he bamboo clump$, • 
wbich .<was: ~'he.:.-'~spect;dJli<iing • place ·0r the ins-.n-gents. After thi·s~ 
wejioJ"~·; fprwth-d. t.o>check out tlie :area. At this ti.mo, a • 60 ~ll: ·:mort¥,i 
approj:bia~~~. :fottr~htuidJ:eq. .(400). met.era· southwest of- nzy- platoon; • • 
. ~.fl~f.tw· I2) .:.roup~,Jm' Qllr 'po~ition :.~th no re sulta .. ~ I directed . nry . •. 
·re~·-~ 't,0 . lay ·~ ·•.jQmo·,;11-60 .. fire, .:ld,ich they did., anGl they ·• . 
. :ap~ent]ii.'si~enoed';the·i~~:·: At · tbi·~:;time, CAPI'A;rN DUli..!l.Gill -100.ved . . · ·:·· 
·to -~he· out1dd.e ·9f' ·.~he .pe:d.mater>~o aid us in finishing .of! the !our .(4) . 
• NVA.· Som.e ·liG~ ~~.d~~~r.e::,~}µ-.O)lll .and we succeeded in getting fo:ur .. (4.) 
NVA :xu.1.a· and _twi)··.:(2)/ il-4.7$)~tf one ( 1) SKS-44. At this time, the • -: 

• 6>0 MK; :-'lddch· w ·'~-.:ed :~c;to~ ·~o us, . started droppinr; more rounds, but 
• again; .we ~stainecLno~~j.~n~. ·casutlties. Artillery was !ired into the 
• ar.ea·· .. and-:tt"i.aP#~~~-·i:d.le~c~.the mortar. Realizing that we .ha.d 
·· nume~(?llS··e~~ ·#'.~) lis~ / C~~:nt·Dt_JNAG-AN first evacuated th~ \'J-Ou,n.~6.d . 
and ·:then.: ~ ·.,U8:'·~~\•~,,a.c~-l1r •order to se~ure ·some pigh ground 

·ror:.-t,~t -.. "8iling~;$) irl:g~ :.la.ager~ . Before. that could be. d~e, ·we h..d to . 
take ·a. '.·mueh .·neoded. ·r ·osupp~, ,.aa both ' Alpha Company and Reconnaissance 
were 1ow ·on both food and',. a.rranunit.ion • • We . moved to . a location . nes.r our 
proposed -ni.8ht la.ager wher_e 'CAPI'AlN DUNAGAN instructed 1:.e t .o move my 

. platoon three-hundred, (300): n,:eters north to secure the high ground for 
• our .night> laager ~ • A.tier ~ ~ved up the hill and had a. per~ter e~t up, 
a call came ·tbro~l1. that one o! .. Compa.ny A's platoons had come under 

. attack; sustain#ng f'rieri~ ·ca~lties. Cm'ilN DUNAGAN then sent .the 
third platoon · up the hill t .o 'Ill3' location to ·start digging in, as 
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darkness was rapidly approac~. The second ::-latoo::1 moved up the hill · · 
and, as I was putting them i..,to position, the hi::..l cc.1.l:!le und.Ei r intense 
automatic weapons fire. The third pl.atoQi., -...-:. :; ch had et2.rte,:: dj_!;_i;L'lg in, 
received the brunt of the -fire and suffer•:!d on-" ( 1) ?:IA and several 
were serious:cy. wounded. 'The hostile fire began to_ erit-,llf t he entire 
hill. At this time, mortars started droppinr, .frc:,1 ~e--Jeral di ff(:rent 
positions on both Company A and Reconna.iszance. CAFT~!·l DUW1.GAN, at 
this moment, was at the botto.n of th-e hill 2.'ld. he ~alled . for a dust-off 
with gunshi1s. The dust-of! came in and e-vact:at-::d t h:.: one ( l ) KIA. 
Then a resupp)zy-. hellcopf.4er came· in and ca.m.e und.er .f .~r~. ':'h{; co-;;ilot 
was shot in the head and the helicopter was lurc~inc na..~gcrousl,y on 
the landing oone • . At this time, a 6014~ round la.nd,;d near the Command 
Post, kiJJJng one mn wbo bad just arrived oi: the helicopter and 
wounding :CAPTUN DUNAGAN in the jal'r. I did not learn that C;J'l'illJ 
DUNAGAN ·had;~~n: hit until I came do-.m from th<:! hill later. A.t. no 
time -was IrO" radio conmnm:l.cation with CAPl'AIN DUKAGA!J brok&n. He 
remained calm ~d continued.- to rel.By my artillery s.."'1d sunsr.ip 
adjust~a • . At no -time 1-ra.s I aware that he was wounded. Due to the 
int~.tise )ire '.:M ~the hill; .C4ilP.l'AIM DL'1iAGaN decided that I sholtl.d • 

- withdr.-.w:_our-·el~ments -tr,lm t,~e: ?lill with .our wounded a.rid. 1.iJ?.k up with 
the main .ela~µ,t:~ -~er. 't his_- -had" been accompli-shed, we moved se'.Verµ 
hundred <ineters soµth intc:>· a h_~tl~r vegetated area. We then form_sd a , 
per~t~-.with'_the~ remaining ·people put ting our woun¢.ed · in the . center. • 
At :_·no ~t ·~~'~ lf-i--S' the~,-~ panic~ CAPI'ilN DUNAGAN remained calm and • 

. reported ~ :---~it~ation • to Bat.t·ilion. as -I checlced out ·_the perimeter. 
CUTAIN.'. ~Q~~N then decided that 1-re lfOUld evacu.1.te the wounded in 

,.tl:)e -mo~niiijt' a_;id ·_ then_ move ~ng a stre8.1:l to the- high • ground to tne 
so_uth.-.:~f :~he.:'tti.ll.ey.: ?hrcn1ghotit the ni~_ht CAPl'AIN DU.NAGAH rorea.med 
.a~ke-·,and,/ ;q_,espite·;the;-swel¼ig . of his fa.ce : an~ his e:,.ccr.u,~...,a.ting • 
. ~,i.i•~c-teq. , ~~poeicy,-n: c>n ~ -epected en_emy locations. On ~he_ ne;t~.' 
, ~ -~et,.-:-14)~att _the· ~.evac~tion -o!-'· the wounded· was • cqmpleted~ _ • ._ :· _ _ 
-Dllr.-ing: th~_, ,~~t.:ion., C/~AIN DU_N.\GAN instructed me · ·t,o_ send -_ ~ ' -~ . • 
clement .to··t)le . stream to ·seo\ll"e .a route of 'Kithdrawal. for t~e •• .. ,, -·,•· 
rfl!rna,;in1ng ·.~opl~f-~in-_oar 'E~e:ment·a~ i..s they were JJOving up the -stream~·:,_ 
they ''~ -;~hed· D'f':·• ';~µ"."'Cohcea.Ied, .well-entrenched en~ force. 
~ .~ '.'-~~~-:)~i:~ia.l: c<>~a~it,;, ,me man ':-a killed and three men were 
seriou~--·w.unedi ::.-lfe.freceivc.d -·:word Via radio of th~ir situation 
and,." C....PTlllf"t])tJNjGJ.N 1:Jimie<lli&te]i· ua0ved us -to-thair loc~tion. At this 
time., CA'.PrilN ·i:JimAG.w.-' coJ?$le~:cy disreg.i.rded his ·.own safety a..TJ.d • 
walked :p6:tnt-""do~.-::tl;ie:,:~r•.eam. -we· linked up with my elemen~ and ~ 
CAPl'Aill ·DUNAGAN.:;;as :a.g&:i.a wounded, this time in the ~ by an il.-47 
round; ·wtiile ·he:~ ·s ~e1ping ·cime of the wom1ded. He .made sure that . 
all the:·wounded were ·moved to a secure area wit hi.-i our clenent before 
he ,-.rould·-· accept a,ny • medic;al. attention. After h 0 was bi.:!I'.daged, he and 
I put the -men .i,n ·a perimeter, using the ba.n1~s .-:,f the st ream for 
cover -1.mile ·- )(e ·,a.waited -gunships. Wh~m the gu.nshl.p~ arrived, we directed 
them to--the -areas :where. "t,he • NVA \~re · dug in. E-.-en during this time, 
after he was hit for the':··.second· time, C~PI'.~tJ DU1:Lw~-...:; :::-em.ain-=:d calm 
and kept :everybody. going. Arter ·the gtl.'1Shi?s f i:1ish1:;d, I w.oved what 
was left:- o! "m:r _platoon !or-,r-a.rd.,- but we w,!:.:: driven ~c!-: . when t w::i ( 2) 

~. =-...=:;,;:iri_:'l.:~= -..:.:::.:·~- - -· --· ---- ·----· ···-··- - .. 
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of nzy RTQ:, were h~t bv automatic wcar,c,n:J fi-:--e r-,e· 1..,- :. ~ .l~ .,,~ ~,,...r,• .. .; -~r~J~->,. 
w ·~ ... • • ~ • - - - ~ • , ,\,,,." - \). .J.. ♦ .. . \,, ~ "'-"-"' 

and. gun:::hips ill ~ll:i. around us because we we-..p .. _.., ... ,-, a,-r-: ,1,;· ,. tl-,c. ,-. .; -",..e,., 
♦..., . 4.._ • • .. ..,. L · • .. •'-' ••j- - J.~r . ....,V 

to the north, from where we were receiv-L:- - m,·-r'- ... f -;1'.· · ----r, ..... . f ·i--- , . ...,~ 
• ·~ - .............. ..-.. -• -··" - -- ¥1,c;,..:) 

so intense that even the jets., who were dropiAn::: :1ari;::.lr.. an.:::. h::._;.), 
explosives; were receiving fire, g~ing in and c-:.;it211£. 0 ;_~t of +,h~..:i.r 
passes. at the targ~te. }~ro t:--n cnce I monitc r ~d g:.:ns!~i; ; -il,yt,3 who b~rt 
an sayJ.ng that they could see nu,nerous : ene~,- du.g in, anr1 _seve:..~;:..1 !NJ.. 
r""..ll'.ning on the trails north of the location. C,.,::!.! )c.1.--;-;;- ,:; · th~:. ~c=:~ vne ( i) 
element down the stream to~ try ' to rel;_ ~Ve :JOillf;; of the !"'!'::: :: s-..i!'-:! urr u $ 

and h~lp secure a · w;.y out_ from our locatio::.. I re;-::iember :;~ci.ng men from 
Cor.ipa.ny C as close a.s thirty (30) meters aw-d.y befort' tl:ey were dri•1en 
'b2.ck.· It 5eemed that .any hope of setti."'lg out was fading. CA:'1':UN DlJN;.G;.,1.',J' 
then 1nade the decision tha.t -i! we - coi1ld get · to mo"':.rc a..:·ound this tro-:..ible 

.. spot in the sf:.I."eaJU, we ceuld : possib~r l.i.nk up ~ri.th Compo.r.y C in the 

. streani. He persona~ led ·the -msn up the stre;.;..!:l "banl~ a.no a.tte~?t&d to 
::crawl a.round · on the . ·right . MJlk· toward Company CI s loc&t. ion-. T:ie enenzy­
.had that way··covor.ed and killed six. -(6) of the crawli.11.& .men. The rest 

. ~rithdrew_· al.ong with . CAPTAIN DUNAGAN back to the strean; bed where -w-e 
re.fortaed the pei"imeter .• At this_ time, CAPTAIN DUNAnAN realized he had . 
left,,his · cipher :gun 1n:his pack up . . on th~. bank. Disregarding his pe1·sona.l 
safety,: ·hc·• crawled· laac.Jc :·up -into the billet-swept .bank _ a..-id was gone for 
about . ten .·minutew. • ;t , couid -h,ear rifle fire in. that direction and I 
figured : t ·hat be : ~ -s _· riot coming back. Suddenly down • the stream, I • beard • 
a . v.oice,.·.·y:eJ..ling · "fi:ieri~, • friend.l3'. n It 'Wals Ci\.Prilii DUNAGAN .an~ h6 . 

•. ha.d the c_ipher gun. CAPl'AIN DUNAGAN then contact~ Battalion ~d. e~plained 
our critical ·situation. It was., decided that the ~eat ot us would cr.o.ss the 
rice _pa~ '.t~- our. ~-at~- under·.-tb~ ; cover o! a smoke screen . and · attempt a. • 
link-up .-~i'tSh·: ·eoinpauy_~C . .;/ Again. wi~h th~ same -c~ and professional : .: 
mann~-he ·J1ad ·displ.a~:'alLtbrough ·the actions on 13 and 14 l·!aJ", ,.he ·-. ·, · 

• d.irected·:a.:µ. ·-~e.~);u.~~-t-llat;: -~ not be ·carried to be destroyed.:".He -· · • 
a.lao -made'-:;,fiure ··t.bat i all:.'.:thQ:, llO'Wlded . were assisted. ·When· the smoke :becail:e 
thick·-· enough; we --4.as~,{~\it~;iazit~ • .the ric·e pad.die a with CAPr.iHl Dmtw:AN; . 
lea.din&;.'· Rounds- wer-e ;:lan~-:-'ilf around ·ue, b1.1.t the . 311iOke screen __ .. , : 
prevented-,-tbem•::~om ibetni:-~ry. ·"!,cc~ate. Suddenly., I : spotted the ye&.w· 

. ,smoke -·o_f _.'~oinpaay 7G.ts -.~ter.:iand -·yelled _to everyone which wrq to go. 
I looked 'arotincf·auit1c,"ouut<s~se\ C1Pl'AIM DUNAGAN direct~ people into 
the ·· triendq ·.,pei-~~~\-·:whon\~ _-,ci~c~ed Com~, C!s perimeter, CAPl'.UN • 
DUNAGAN and ·mys~l! ~wai-te4,-- ·andJ:c.oanted the men as they-passed DY• ~AIM 
DUNA.G~~ lea.rnin&·)>! ,a:.·man ~sa:i,ng, ran · out to t ·he rice paddy with a . • 
medic,. and, _. ':des_pite::1¢a -wounds, . :succeeded in carryinE Set. Robsrt T. Tu.11.os, 

• who ·had lost> hie:-'. :foot · when - stru~k-by' a ·white phospherous round, back to_ 
. tae rel.a.ti ve . saraty:- or the• .perimeter~ Sgt. "TullQS inf"rmed. us that !:ti~1;. 
, • . . . . 
thought everyone with him bad been ld.lled by the .white phaspheroua round. 
With Company C.., · we.- secured : a 1.amling zone and eyacua.teci the wound~d, 
including CAPJ;'AIU DONA.GA.l-1, who ::was unrlll.ing to leci.ve his ;-uen. It is my 

, be-lief that 1'.P-tho~t'. :t.-he_ ,ealm. and · cool · le~der ship and mortl. support of 
• CillilN DOHA.GAN, _-a lot less -men woJl)..4 haYe • E-u..-r-vi-ved in Company A an.i 

Recannais.sance dur~-- the actions . o.f the 13th a...--id 14th of l~y, 1969 • 
... , - .f 4 o, I ,· 

,J__ /c.'h.,~ -(d. /✓ • ,...5f ~") 
DAVID ;1. w:J.TZ _ _,,. 
u:r, 05.3519a1 
Com.pa..v C~mma.nder, Reconnaissance 
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On the morning of 14 i,r_y 19,9, at upprcxill'..ately 0900 hours, 
Comp.;.ny A and Reconn..isaa.oce were proceeding upstrsam in the creek 
.ed when the point element of the Reconnaissance c<>ln.po.ny made 
conta.ct. Being a medic, I was w.J.king next to the Rl'O of the third 
platoon and he.rd over the rad.io th.i.t one (1) m.m was killed and 
that our Comp..ny ·Co.mm.ander, CAPrAIN DUNAGA.i.'i, w~s hit. We fin<1l~ 
~uped in the creek \,ed and ~~t, up ~ defensive per:i..rr&ter. C~.PI'AI!l 
DUNAGAN then called for gunships and artillery. After the strikes, 
we were ordered by the Batta]i,.n .Commander to proceed u.p the creek 
again. However, the enemy was dug in and opened up and killed 
another PQint man. We retrea.ted· to our earlier perimeter and the 
Company CQmmander called in m»re .eoncentrated artillery, gunships 
and alsct air-strikes. At apI,1NXimi.tely 1600 hours, when the strikes 
h..d sultsided, CAP'l'AIN DUNAGAN told us that we had to leave then if 
we planned to get out at all. He proceeded to cli.ma up the north 
'oallk of the ·~ek with the intention of heading east to meet 
Company C, . which .had tried to reach us. However, the first four (4) men 
QVer the top .were : killed and CAPr..q:N DUNAGAH, who hac! also gone up . 
the iwlk o:r· the · creek, ca.iae ··aac.:Jc '. dQwn . into the stream bed. CAFTAIN 
DUNAGAN ·then get,on the· ~adio and asked fQr an emergency CA or the 
-troe_ps -t~ get us ·out. .• ·.He ·was told this was impossible and then said 

• ·we would .have. to · either ·make a .run fer it to the ·south ar crawl QUt . 

at night.It .'.was ·ciecided ve WW)uJ.d run the two-hundred (200) meters 
• to the South· a.cress· a rice :pad~ under. the cover of white 
. ·. p)josphoreus . and a.rti.llery. rounds. We waited until the open a.rea was 

filled with ,13mfike and. .C.AP.l'A.IN. ·n~ yelled for us to drop all . 
packs in th~:w.ter, ,e~ept _!or .:rcaclios, and not to fire whfill we ran 
s:in~--c~ ·C ':Wou¥.· )~e_; lrai~ing tor us on . the &ther side of the • 
rice . padey:. _C.APUIN ·:~ also directed six (6) men :to carry a . 
WG>1211ded man··nth ·a .broksn .. ~g ,-on a poncho. When we ran across the 
·field we received· ·at tew:.-imipez-. rounds, aut that was all. We did not 

• think aeyorie ·· wa.s :·hit,~ ~)at:° ~jzi .w,e had all reached the other side, I 
·realized ·the men --~ \ th;e wounded man had not ma.de it. I ·told 
this '· te '.qAP.?AIN: ~UNAG~.:aha he imnediately started running back . 
a.crease ·t~e ... ~p¢n ··~e~ :·:n311ng -!or our lost ma..'1. I followed him 
until he ·;J!18nt :.sbGut\ se.~nty~tive· ( 75) to one-hundred ( 100) meters and 
he ·round one, .. ··.(J). .:ma1ij .:.~v;µig': frantica.lly, with burns all over his 
bQdy and· a _:tr.auma.tic <aIDP1+tat'ion ~f the left foot. I did_ not· have any 
dressings or me~~i ·_ equipment left, but we chec~d his foot and 
saw that his .boetstring bad aeen used as a tourniquet and .most of 
the 'bleeding· had sta.pped. I mBntioned to CAPI'ADJ DUNAGAN that he must 
be carried · ·back · and· he i.nai-sted to carry him alone, and he gave me 
his weapon ·and told ma to yell for some ruore that I!'ight be out in 
the rice ~d~ .. He .. ~arted back a.nd I went about fifty (50) more 
meters and ·wa.s !ir~d upon, :·.so ··r decided to return. About half way 
back to the perimeter of Company C, I s...w C)..!'TAIN DUrJAGAN with the 
wounded man sitting an the dike, exhausted. I suggested that 

. -- . - . - .. 
. - . - - .. !..~ .... , ::. . _ . 
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Ci.FTaD: DU~$AN take the -..rea.pons and J: wocl.d t-.ke the i.nju.r1:11d m~-i, 
but CAPl'AII>; Dt=NAGAN told me he could nii.Ildle the:.. ,.,.vu:· .. j~ci scldier 
a.'ld proceeded. to the secured ped . .m.eter. 1-To wert: con.;..~..;r:·. l~- f::.r~d upon 
with semi-a.utorJ.::i.tic wuapons fire. We startt:d. c~·a·,rlin, ·.-(i.,:: r. • .f'?).J:.z 
DUlaGAI·~ compJ.a·;;;ely assieti:'.g the ~u.11ded. l1-.°'1 ? .. n.d <.!ft-..r .;.\.:.out ,.;w·znty 
(20) meters, we got up and C.aP'i'AIN DUNAG~i ca:-z-ie '.1 : -~~ i.-:,}'.l!·e,! 2r .... :1 

over his shoulders, and ran along the covt;;r of a c: :' Jc. · . 'JP.-i.er! -....re got 
to the Command Post, someone told CAl"-T~H DUN.;;~-;~-; 1;:,a:~ :.L;;. :,;t;nior 
aidm..n, SP/4 James Johnson, h.d gone 100~ fc:,i- j__i.w b.:l.ck in the 
rice pa.ddy. CAPTADl DUNAGAN then threw do-wn h:i-s hel.:!!et c-"l(. '.,,,-ea,r,;:,n 
and said he would go be.ck to look for him ci.n::i the ot~,err, c ... r-ryi.r~ 
the man ;nth the 'broken leg. CAP'l'i\IN DU~I:LG;J~ was just le.-....,_.-.i~ t!lc 
perimeter \fhen he was told that SP/4 Johnson was saf,·: i.,zic..t:: the 
c~•s Ca;nro-11d Post, and the m..n carl'ied b]" CA.t°>T,U:~; t1J~~t ... G;J{ 
told him that as far az he knew., th~ others wet'e e.ll de-.d be:cause 
they had t..ken a direct hit !rom a white phos;>hcrou:=. r •)i.t!~d.. Cl:i.PT.uN 
DUNMaN then directed us to an ..re ... for .a. la.'ld.in.g z~:·le to evacua:.e 
all the wounded and dea.d. After all ~.:;he casualties had been 
evacuated . Qil t-wo niedeva.cs., _.CAPTAIN nmu~GAH fin.;J]y conse.n.tod t.o allow 
himsel! to be evacuated. 'He did ?&Ot leave -his men 'Qe.hind., but his 
wounds .needed the necessary medica.l. attention jJT!l!lediate~ • 

• ~~,~~"-- \~~. ~~~~~~<,~. -~: 
RICHA.-:W r... BEJ:.1-J'i}ER ·• 1 ·. •. • 
SP/4 • • •• 

Compc:rq Hedic 
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On the e;ve~ of 12 1-';ay · 1969, Co.uipa.~r A, 1st Bat t.ali~n !, 6th 
InrantrJ, 198)-h Infantry Briiade, was occuF'Yi-ng a ~ht cit::fer1;.-;ive 
position approximately seven (7) kilometers southwest:. of Fvrw~•d 
Supi:,ort Base Professio~al (BT 119055). Compc.ny :\ had J;15t coml;kt cd. 
a ground ass'!ssment of a B~52 air strike _ a..nd had. a:; ,.:,..urred 0~r2:':- i.cn2J. 
control of · the Battalion's Reconnaissance pl...toon. C . .\P':',':.IN m m ·,;. 
DUN.AGAl~, Compa.n;y ·commander of Coll.i.pa."'cy· A, was dir'3ct.•~d t0. c<.,nduct, .;. 
reconnaissance in force operation to,rdXd Fo1~ra.rd Supf~rt Ba~e 
Pr~fessional, clear~ th~· -1ug~ ground in .grid s~ua:~ s >~ ~~~Z<, 
(E.1. 1308), (BT -1407), (i'J?ff.408;, (BT 1507), ·(BT 150t,i, \.B'.i. ,ol.0 1 , 

and (BT .1608). At 0010. hours ,- on 1.3 lq, _Co~pany ll e~aged thrc•~ (3) 
l'JVAevading, .-. r.esultir..g in one (1) NV/.. ICTA and one ( 11 Ar.-47 ca.~ured. 
At 1337 -hours, Company A e~aged, fvur (4) N'lA at (B'l' 1)6075), ki.Ding 
all· or the; enemy and capturing ~wo {2) . AK-47s ,md o;ie ( 1; sts. Comi:-a.ny 
L al.so ~t,ed.: .µi airstrike onto the target ar·e"". Company _A su.ff;red 
five (5);.:w:µ_ -_tr_om ·· enemy ·-f.ire~ ill five (5) "t,-ere evaouat0d ·by "Du.st-Off .. n 
it'·· 1645;. h~ut:fl, , _ C9mpany A· began . rec~i ving intense enemy .fire, ii+cludint; 
~ma:ll>armsi:' autoine.tic ': we&pons · and · 6o1-:M mortars~ Compa.n~t A su/i'ered one. 
\1) WIA :_ and';_~gan;to move to a landing zone for a· ''Du.st-Qfr. 11 While· 
moviag __ -~ -t:he ·:landing zone • Compa..~~ A was s-.1bject to more -- 60!-ll,I mor~ 
fir.e,'. . resu1tlng.:A.~--i ·:.:ri-v:o (5~ :~lIA a.i."ld -one (1), KIi.. ,.lil of the-__ frie~­
~3tl.alties were . medeva.¢ed, . wt.d.+e . the m~dev~i::. helj,Gopter received i.nten~e· 
.sma.ll armsi· a.lid automatic weapons .fire. At J-~hO hours, a resupply- • 
he.licc,pter··-:a."t.teznpted _·-to • land · •t C.ompa.ny A.'-s _,landing zone with an 
em~rgeney-~r~sup;,~-- of amuµnition~ The aircraft was subject to 
appr,~t4,q~one-hundred,- ( 100) _ rounds of-- $All arrr.s and autom&tic _ 

-~:a~rt~ _:·f~~\ JPhe·.~-co-pilot :~~; wound,ed ·1n the head and, died of· wound~- · 
in•_-a ·hospitaJ/ o~l'.'~t~ ;:ro·oni:' a_' f".e:w heur-s later. - .\t 184.3 hours_, CoJ.!1~ 

• A was ·. again_- ~~ject": -to··an __ µitense 'mortar :.attack, . re salting in two. {2} 
KIAs . and .'i~en).(.-10) Wlis-. :~Cetrtact _:with the enc?icy ceased a.t 1 e50 hours • .. : __ 
Tci1;a.L~e.my .. ca:sual~i~s '-· r~ :13 'Mzj,- reported were six (6) .NVA lCIA, _ co~irmed, 
and .. rive _. (.n enell13'·-:'.-small'. ~~--~aptitred . .. Due . to the S'J.stained. c<;mtact:, _ 
~ . e~e:iv ~s :were·--~no-t;::: r.eport-e~i'~ . Compa."l.Y'. ). moved to a night def ensiTe 
positi"on- (~--J~2073)~_~')J,:_- q5.25 \ }io'iµ's, .- Spooky II was diverted · to Company • 
Ats· -l.ocatip~~-:.41r o~, i~ours ·on -1'4.llq, Company A began to receive :smalJ. 

. arms arid.--:~u_t,o~tie:: ·weapons:;·fire'. .as they .atteiupt~d to move to a landing 
• • zone -to·. encua.te· ·th~i.r:--wounded <f'rom the previous night. Compa.n,y A. directed 
• G a:ii-sfrike -~nto -,r~ (JT -133077) ·to neutralize the enem;y. fire. At 0730 

hours, ~- ttpust--Ofl:11 -arriv~d on station to cowmence medical evacuations. 
The • ''Dust.;.Qfflt was,.-escort.ed by armed helicopters-. The ::nust-Off!I ma.de 
two (2) sort~e_s ~to Company A1s landing zone to e.)..i:.ract the wo-.i..'lded. 
The -Com.and· and-Contr9l helicopter of Battaliot1 _Headquarters mo.de one ( 1) 
sortie into Comp.:µ1Y ·.Ats landing zone ~-ti.th an e~cr·r;ency resuppq of 
ammunition ancL e.}..'tr&9ted th~- remainder cf the wou."lded. A tot.al of 
two {2) KI.As and ei~teen (18) ~fils were evacuat~ci by the Co:w:· ... "l nrl a.110.. 
Control helicopter and the ''Dast-Offs" wer~ s-1.lbj\':lct to i nte,:~(: ~uton-.a.tic 

··:~R Of i=~~~~:9t3};1 
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weu.pons fire o:i all sorties. Ciu'i'AIN !)U!l\G.A.i'i direct(::d ~ second a~strike 
ii1to the tar.:;:et ;sr+.;c,. in ::.n a.tt.e;;,pt to rJeutr-~.:::..i?.~ tr\e "";"!,,1.:;:1 positi •;r::,. 
F'rol.:1 1(.:10 !-lci.u's u.itil 1105 hour;:;, CAP'!',u!-r Dtm.'~·~A_;~ -:':L·1:cted U;e :::..-r-e~ of · 
arr.lC.d ht:licopters onto the tar6~t area -!ls · ~e d,i.~::.-,r t-<=-•·-;. ·~v- ;'!0ve t ,0 t:::e 
east. Co1'..pa.ny A • • ..as unable to :u:.-cr\rc wijhot..t '!;1::i.r::r ~'~q::c .jcd t -v hot.:. :; ir"'c+, 
and indirect enemy fil•e from vicinit;· (3'I' 1J.3077). Ir:- .21:h:: ... ion, L~~t; ~-:11~:.~, 

- ~-,,.~ ..i ,. r.r -;.,..to r""sitio,..,s "'lon· ... the r.;v1::r b-, ... ~ ,,., ~-·-·t · ,-.;c -:· . .;•~· 01:- ·n.111 :·~r:r:y; :: ' Alc.'"""..J.~~~, •·'-' _. c- Q ... -.. ~4tt_1 , . .,44.; w--"'-'-...,.; .L ~ -• ._,, ... ,.,1,, 

c>..nd (BT 130073), thereby bloc~ the rr..ovembnt of Co;!tt'an.y .'L t;; . ::~ ;·~oi--th , 
'!-a::t and west. Company A was not able t,o n-:·v~ t0 •~1~s ~(: :..i.: .:: °!>. -:a : tE:.;; ·::,he. 
rice paddies were ezposed to direct fire from tL<;: .ic-:•':.:h . Gompc.1D: . ~-> 1st 

·Battalion 46t.h Infantr-.r, wa.s directed to r::ove overland t..:., tl,o ll.!'·.;a of 
cont.act to relieve pressure on Co:npa.ny i-... CJU'-'£~i! :":li:·~10.i,,:: co:rt.i.J.,u,~d. to 

. direct airstrikes against the cne~T position3 north of Lh~ ri·-~r and 
armed helicopter strikes against the enecy rosH.,i.oris alan~ the riire:::­
ba..'1!-:: •• Helicoptor strikes were directed to within. t!±'ty (JO) mett;.CS of 
the friend~ troops. CAPTAH~ DUNa.GAIJ s·,iffered .3. s!u·~pnel 1,,\)t..r.1d in the fa.ce . 
rs.rid a. gunshot wound in the arm. At 1635 hours, Com;;:,,ny C Zl::>Vcid to 
within twenty to fifty (20-50) meters of the ea.sterP..m.ost elemen:.:s of 
C.)mpany A, but was subject to . intense enerrzy auto;:;1a.ti.c weapons .fire, 
suffered ·-aix {6) · ca.sua.lties and ,ms unable to effect ph:,sic.:i.1. contact. 
At 1710 hours., Company A.and Reconna;issancc ::..10ved to the south under the 
co"'ler .or :an .artillery _*te phospherous s!'llOke screen. Because of the 
close pro.ximity_. _o.f';the . ·enemy,, _the ,-rhitc phosp!;eroue ,·ras pleced in •. . 
~xtr~mely clo·se.- to Compa.cy A• s location. So1ue of Coorpany 1~ 1s ·troops hecame • 

.confused a.rid- misorientod ·in the smokescreen .and C.h.PrilN DUl'IAG~I returned .. 
to . the ,~e.i. .:to·· a1?sist . in t~eir withdrawal and to help . car.1:y the wounded. 
At 1735. bour:s, , Company A and Cooipany C li.-iked up anc! b~gan to IDDVC;: to~mrd . 
-a -landing ·;rone to :.evacuate their wounded.. Twel~ ( 12) trier1c!ly . dead · • 
remained in ~h~har:ea. of contact. At 1830 hours, Company A and Contpa.ny C 
secure~: an -~ea.?for ·, ~ la.nting zon~ at - (BT r54070), . where 1rnust-Off"_ 
Lle.devacs ·and;~the •.Comm_and 8:D,rl. .Control helicopters. of. the .lst Battalion·. : 
4{)t-h Infantry· ev~uate.d ~ight (S) Wlis, including .CAPTAIN D_U.NAGA?l • . On 15 
l--ra.y,· Company:.- ·A :and-:Eeconnaissa.nc~' returned to -Forwa.!'9- Support Base . •• 
.Pr<;>fe.ssiona.l'·,4~h·.t~jl ( 10) . men ;from Reco:maissanceand tr.irty-four (34) 
men !rOlll Company A~ -The .roma.inder -were WIA evacuated and -eight (8)KIAs 
left on the . ba.it:Lerie:id~:-:-~ .'p?'l;soner capt~ed in the are ... of contact. 1.ly 
Compa.ny..-:C, .1st')3at~alion .-46th ,Inrantry, on · 14 May stated tha.t he was a 
member ·or Jd .. C~PiUJY, .. 3d 'Batta,liop, 3d Regiment, 2d !iorth Vietnamese Army. 
Di vision.: The '.·mission . of. bis • a·ompa.ny was to prevent Con:.pa.ny A. . from •. · •• 
returning to· Fo~~ Support. ·:ease Professional. The strength . of: his company. 
was appr,~ximateq:•:one-h~ed • ( -100) men. Weapons. included_ an AX-47; an -: 
~56~ .56 ~aliber_ .light:. machine guns, rocket-propelled gr~ne.des., 30 • 
caliber.'light·: machine . guti's, • and 82l~f and 60MM n.-.01--tars. Their tactic·s 
included close survej 11 an~e of fri~nd~r troops &nd engagement at close 
range from fortified. positions. 'The company was .,,-ell-trained in the art of 
camouflage,. displayed extreme patience and was ,-rell oria"lized, disciplined 
and equipped.. • 

· .. 
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• FOR 01~ ~:--~ ~~. :..~ c ~~~i~ nN L'\'~ 
PROPOSED CITATION 

FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY AT THE RISK OF LIFE ABOVE AND 

BEYOND THE CALL OF OOTY IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. CAPTAIN DUNAGAN 

filSTINGUISHED HIMSELF DURING THE PERIOD 13 MAY 1969 TO 14 MAY 1969 tfilILE 

CCNMANDING CCMPANY A, 1ST BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY. ON 13 MAY 1969, 

CAPTAIN OONAGAN WAS LEADING HIS UNIT TOWARD LANmNG ZONE PROFE.5SIONAL 

TO ASSIST mr»mLY PERSONN&. SECURING THE BASE WHO WERE UNDER ATTACK 

FRCM A LARGE NOR'IH VIETNAMESE ARMY FORCE. WHILE SWEEPING TOWARD THE FIRE 

SUPPORT BASE, THE REINFORCING EI.EM]ilqT CAME UNDER INTmSE HOSTILE FIRE 

FROM A HEAVIl,Y AlflED, WELL mTR.mCijED ENEMY ·FORCE FRCM THE 3D NORTH 

VIETNAMESE ABM! RimMmT~ FOR THE NEX:T 35 HOURS, CAPTAIN OONA.GAN LED 

• HIS MEN IN NUMEROUS SUCCK5SFOL OFFPNSIVE AND DEFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST • 

THE INSURGENTS, OFTm IllSPIRING HIS Mm TO PERFORM IN A :SUPERIOR MANNER 

ms!'ITE THE EXTREMELY. ADVERSE CONDITIONS. OVER THE TWO DAY PERIOD, 

CAPTAIN WNAGAN, ~SPLAilNG ~GE FAR ABOVE 'IHAT OF THE AvmAGE SOLDJ:_m, . 

REPEATEDLY AND FEARLF.5SLY EXPOSED HIMSELF TO THE HEAVY VOLUMK5 OF · HOSTILE .. • . •. ~ ... .. " • 

FIRE IN ORDm TO ACCURATELY mRECT AIR STRIKES, GUIDE HELICOPTm GUNSHIPS, . 

PROCESS ~ BAHllAGl!::3' ONTO EmMY· FORTIFICATIONS, AND ASSIST THE. 
. . ·. . . . 

WOUNDED PERSONNEL. . AL'fflOUW SUFFEfilNG PAINFUL WO~ ON TWO · SEPARATE • 

OCCASIC!JS, HE REFUSED TO BE EITRACTED FRCM THE BATTLE ZONE AND ELECTED 

TO ruMAIN WITH HIS MEN TO LEAD THEM AGAINST .THE NOR'.ffi VIETNAMESE ARMY 

FORCE. HIS COURAG:roUS AND CONTINUALLY TIMELY ACTIONS Wm.E HIGHLY IllSTRU­

MffiTAL IN DEFEATING-THE DETK8MINED INSURGmTS AND CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY 

TO SAVIllG 'IRE LIVES OF MANY OF HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS. CAPI'AIN OONA.GAN'S 

c •.: "\ c :. L.n.£ll1t_~~-tL . . l{,1l Ji;. - •.• •. , • ..• .._,,.:,~~ ".Ji~ .!J 7i 
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. CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY, EX'l'RAORDINARY HEROis-t AND TIITREPIDITY, ABOVE 

AND BEYOND 'l'HE CALL OF OO~rY, ARE IN THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF TI{C 

UNITED STATES Alm AND m"LECT GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSEL.."", KIS UNIT, 

AND 'fi{E A..~ FORCES OF HIS COUNTRY. • 
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GENERAL ORDERS 
NUMBER 11448 

AWARJ,> OF THE SILVER STAR 

l. TC 320. The foll_owing ·AW~ 1s· announced. 

DUNAMN, KERN~ XXX•XX•XXXX, CAPI'AIN, INFANTRY 

5 November 1969 

Company A, 1st Battalion, 46th Iufa~try, 196th Infantry Brigade APO 96374 
Awarded: Silver . Star 
Date action: 13 May 1969 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For gallantry in action against an armed hostile force in . the 

·Republic .9f Vietnam. Captain Dunagan distinguished himself by 
i~trepid actions on .13 May 1969 while serving as Commander of 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry. Ckl that date, the ... 
company was conducting a reconnaissance in force mission near 
Landing Zone ·Professional . when it . came into heavy contact with 
well ·~ntreµched elements of the 3d North Vietnamese Artrr'/ Regijnent~ ­
During·:the ' ensuing l>_attle,, which lasteq for 35 hours, . Captain· • • 
Dunaga~1 consfantly expoaed- himself ··to the enemy fire to .call in 
. artilfery, airst-r~es ~ a1:1d . direct the mo,vement of his men. -:~In . 
one·· instance~: ·captain Jljinagan, ·with complete disregard · for .-.h!S..:~ 
pe.rs~~l . satety , : brayed· ~he ·:;hostile fire as he moved a~,ress··. opEih 
-.terrau{·:~u1d·. carrted a w.~unded and pinned · down soldier to -s·afety. 
:~ .th~\lgh b~_·was. ~~~_ed ··on t.wo ~eparate occasions; he ref~:';!·d , ; •. 
'.med_ic.a1 'evacuation _and .~ontinued to direct his -comp.(\ny and -ull< 
".in s _tipporting '.firEls on · enemy· emplacements. His outstan~µig 
'1:ead~rship ·and courage .were directly responsible for _the :defeaJ -: 
-o·f :·the .la~ge enemy· for<;e ::and contributed significantly to ··~~iiiiz,e . 
~frJendlyj:asualtl~s. . C~ptain Dunagan' s personal heroism, ... 
professional cc;,mpetence~: and .. de·votion to duty are in keeping ·*h 
:·the 'high.est tr~ditiollB ·of .the military service; and reflect ST'-•f 
credit .. upon .himsel-f, the Americal Division, and the United Sta"~es 
Army~ .. 

Authority: ·ny direction of the Preside~t -under the · provisions of the -Act·. 
of copgr~ss, . approved 9 July·l918. 

FOR THE · c(l.00.ND~R: 

OFFICIAL: ' . :;;~ -.··~ . · 

. • • • • • iV~Ur/'91.:c.,_ 

JOSEPU G. CIBMONS 
Colonel, GS 
Chief of Staff 

,. 
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.. . 
l@z: · KERN W. DUNAGAN • 

STATUS: Company Coim:nander, ··.Infantry _Compaoi ," .·caP½1p, · U~t,ed • 
states ii.:rLV • • " •. ·· • • , • 

ORGANIZA.TI0~I: Company A, 1st ~ttalion., . ~h);zif~ti,}::~h . I¥~ 
Brigade, Americal. ·nivi~ion," --~ _;·~ ---~~9:1~': 9~3-~-t.·.~--, 

NEXT OF KIN:_ Anna· Dunagan·(Wife) 
5402 Ba.st 30th Street 
Tucson, Arizona · 8571 t . . 

PmSON WHO .ASSISTED: First ·ueutenant . Da-rl-d :,"J./ wic:rz,-/RecOlll!lended' ,-fer . 
• _. · · Silver Star • ., • •• • •• • • • •• • , 

CONDITIONB UN!Ea WHICH I.er ~ . . . . . .. .. ·· 

• I.OCATIOl{: 

DATE: 

TERRAIN: 

'W.EA.THPlt : 

THA.W. PHUOC (4), R('?public :of Vietnam . . 
Map Ti~u Phuoc, Vietnam, I:50,oqo Grid Square·· 1J07 

0810, 13 }:iay - 1845., 14 May 1969 • 

Wide valley floor with Qvergrown hedgerow-lined hills and 
brush anCT bamboo-lined steep Dank streams in open rice 
paddies~ 

Bright, clear days with abnorxa.lly high temperatures 
( 100 degrees) and nights with no moon. 

El@•!! CONDITI01{: 1-i:>raJ.e high. Battalion size North Vietnamese Arm3" force 
armed with 60 and 821·1-i mortars, rocket-propelled grenades, 
i4-?9 grenP.de launchers, heavy w-eapons and semi-automatic 
and automatic rifles. Estimated size force 250-JOO men. 

FRl}:',NDn! C0:-IDITI0i;S: Eorale high. Unit moving to secure position four (4) 
k::.lometers aw~•-;/ to relieve ·pressure on Battalion 
He;.:.d•.iL~a:-t1:,r.s ll.'"1.d.er attack. ~Upha Company, with the 
l-?.e~1:>!!nai~; ,;,ince Platoon attached was a .force of less than 
c,!1e-!1:. :...1Grf.·d (100) raen. 'fhirteen (1.3) KI..ts, forty- (40) ~il.s, 
t,::, •, ! 10··. ; ·T.:."' 
.,, ., ~ • \ J ... --·- • 

. ·. ::- ;:. • -; 0"/· 
' ,. . • ,... .F::r . ::;·~:7E lL\1:11: r;G'., c:; :-:~:,-.'"D UPO!i 

~:·.:.:.· t . ·.· · •• -_:.;:r :-~:·.:; J:;:.•~J;:· .. ~:.: l'~···::.:JSUTtE . 
• ,J 
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iJNL y ·· :___:~-~ 

For conspicuous gal.l.antr;y and intrepidity at the risk of life above 
and beyond the call of duty 1n Tien Phuoc District, fu;public of 
Vietnam on the 1Jth and 14th or May, _ 1969i Capt<1in ~rn w. Dunagan 
distinguished himself wiiile serving as Company Co1fl!!l.?..!1der of Company 
A, 1st Batta.lion, 46th Infantry, with the Reco7111aissance flatoon 
attached. 

As Captain Dunagan was leacling his men on a mission to relieve the 
pressure on the Battalion f<XrK&rd support base, Landing Zone 
Profess:i.011&.l, Which was under constant siege and barrage, the friend~ 
element was ambushed by a wel.1-entrenched, well-equipped force of 
Horth Vietnamese Anq regulars, estimated to be between two-hundred 
and fiftf (250) and three-hundred-(l€>0) men. During the ensuing thirty­
five (35) hours of extre...:i.,- heat:tact and c1"se combat, Captadn 
DW1agan continualq and fearless • ~sed himself to the hostile 
fusillade in order to

1
;~§' · t air strikes, helicopter 

gunships, procase art :to tth~nemy-1 s fortifications and assist 
his vounded. personnel • .U ~i~ wowided on two (2) separate 
occasions and suffering !a~q,ain, Captain Dunegan refused to 
be eva.cuated. from the b~-~ aliea so that he could lead and 
direct his nen against th("'ranat~4,,., 'insurgents. ,. ~--t CaptaJn Dunagau1s cQXlspicuous ga~t ~ extraordinary heroism and 
intrepidity, a.hove and beyond t.he ~ - of duty, are in the highest 
tradition of the U~ted States~ reflect great credit upon 
himsel.!, his unit and th~ Armed !orces o! his country. 

The !acts eontained in the proposed citation and this narrative account 
have been substantiated by" the statements of the eyewitnesses. 
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