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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF 'THE ARMY 
Ol"l"ICE 01" THIE ADJIJTANT GIENIE"AL 

WASHINGT0'4, D.C, ZOJIO 

FOR OT RD 68X046 

-----· 

21 August 1968 

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report- Op QUYET THANG, rieadquarters, 3d 
Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Period 11 Mar - 7 Apr 1968 {U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTI0~ 

!. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation 
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the 
Army realiz~s current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera­
tions. 

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned 
Program is readily available on a continuous oasis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the 
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the 
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion 
in the Index by co~pleting and returning the self-addressed form provid~d 
at the end of this report. 
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Major General, USA 
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CONFIDENTIAL .. 
lll::PARTlu.JIT OF THE ARMY 

,3l) uRIGADE, 9TH INFiJ-ITRY DIVISICli 
APO SAN FaA.ll:ISCO 96373 

SUBJ:XJT: Combat Operations Arter Action Report (MACV/ffl}S/J3/32)(U) 

THRU: Comnand Channels 

TO: Commander 
U. S, l-li.litary Assistance Conmand, Vietnam 
ATIU: J343 
APO 96243 

1. tlc.:me or Identity art:i./or Type or vpeNtion: i;iUYET THAl'lG 

2, Dates of Operation: 11 !-larch - 7 April 1968 

3" Location: Long An Province, Binh Chanh and Nha Be D1stricts, 
Gia Dinh Province ••• 

4. Ccnt.rol or Command Headquarters: Headquarters, Jd Brigade, 
9th Infantry Division located at Tan An (:S 546649). 

5. Reporting Officer: Colonol George C. Benson, Co111713.nding 
Officer, 3d Dl'igade, 9th Infantry Division. 

6. Task Organization: 

a, U, S, Forces: 

(1) !!aneuver ilattalions: 

3d an, 39th Inf 
4th Bn, 39th Int 
:.!d Bn, 3d Inf 
One compan~· (+), 2J Bn, 60th Inf 
One company (+), 5th Bn, 60th Inf 

(2) BrieadG Control: 

HHC, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div 
2-4 Arty(-) DS 
Btry B, 7-8 Arty (8111 and 175mm) GS Reinforcln;~ 
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155mm) Reinforcing 
Btry B(-), 1-04 Arty (155nm) foinforcing 
3d Plt, 9th MP Co (Spt) 
3d Plt, Co C, 9th Sig Bn (Spt) 
Co D, 709th Maint Bn (Spt) 
Co C, 15th qr Bn (DS) 
Co C, 9th l-ied Bn (Set) 
Tm, 9th !•JI Det (Spt) 
3d Plt, 335 Rite (Sy.;) 
Sec, 4th AA Plt, 2d CA Co (Spt) 
AV Fl,d.Tm, 246th PSYll'S Co (Spt.) 
2d Plt, C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS) 
2d Plt, II Btry, 29th Arty (DS) 
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b. Viatllllllle&e rurc•,o operr,tiqs in close cnorcll.na~ion nrd 
cooperation ICLth 3d Brigade uniter 

4,6th '!, ' ·; :i't- ·;.' . .r.vN) 
50th Inf hegt \.AiM!) 
30th rl~ 
'81/PF Forces, Long An Province 
Nha tie and Binh Chanh District Forces 
5th Rar.ger Group 
Capitol >iilitary District Forces 

?. Supporting Forces: 

II Field Forces Aviation Units 
7th USAF 
1st Loe Cnd 

8, Intellie;ence: 

a. Initial encs'.ny situa.tion: 

(I) At the beginning or Operation ~uyet Thang, th~ enell\Y 
forces -we1·e just canrnencing their withdrawal from the Capitol area to 
the i111.ieJiate Sair,on-Cholon area, The local force battalions used in 
the T.i.'T Offensive had absoroed heaV7 casualties and were attempting to 
avoid m.!jor contact. The enemy torc"l8 had established defensive areas 
just south an.i west or Saigon-Cholon and appeared det'3I'mi.ned to remain 
in place. The :najor forces involved were believed to be: 

(a) 2nd Independent &attalion located vie XS 7782, 

(b) 5th Nha Be Battalion located vie XS rl486, 

(c) 6th Local Force l3attaliun located vie XS !14~6. 

(d) 506 Battalion located vie XS 7283. 

(i) miem:- unit3 -were believed to be at 75% cOJ11b&.t strength 
and preparing for t!- secontl major attack, There were also numerous reports 
of bat-r.alion oized units throughout the area, The VC 'l'ET Oi'fensive had 
produced daily load:. of reports or i11111inent attac!:s on almost e,.·ery 
conceivable targf-t wit,hin the area, Esti-:~lishcd ar,e'1t nets were seve1'8ly 
hampered by movement restrictions ancl the sitw,tion \,rit.hin Saigon-Cholon, 

b- neveloped enemy :.;i tuation: 

( 1) Initial contact was established with enemy forces in 
the areas i111nedi.:-.tely adjacent to Saigon-Cholon, Contact. with the 2n<.l 
Ind~endent Battali.-:,n was established vie XS 78CJ, :.md the unit was 
c!J"iven from the area. There 0-tere sporadic contact:rfic IS /3J87 and 
IS 7485.. The 6th LF Battalion suffered the loss of an a.ems cache vie 
lS 728.3, Contacts southwest of Chol.on began to dt:?Velop along the 
communication-liaison route as enemy forces either left the area or 
-went into hidill(.;, The enemy attempted to resupply and reinforce his 
cOJm:itted units and to 1aaintnin their dispositit>n on th'i< Saigon pe_-­
iphery. 

(2) As t.he operation continued the enemy introduced tl:e 
Phu Loi II !:sat talion in the Binh Chanh-Can Ginoc border area, This 
unit ·was idtintified by cot1tact and POW1s. Successive cont.acts i·ec.luced 
the effectiveness of this \.lattalion, The VC units oontj_nued to ,.void 
contact and conductod resupply activities via swnpans, The intelligence 
effort was directed ,?~ainst tile VG LOC 1s in ceneral and the ir,terdiction 
or sampan tr. rn.c in partic1i,1.ar. The VG unit:s actually contacted during 
Operation ((~et Tha~ hnd suffered f'ifty to sixty per cent casu:il.ties 
and were inca;,a:;le of mount.lnt; another offensive ot tho magnitude of 
the T~T Offai.sive. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
"Z, 

't 



1 
i 
I 

I 
l 
l 

I 
f 

' I 
I 
! 

CONFIDENTIAL 
(3) The terrain offered the ene1111 concec,.lment only along 

the wter,.ys anct ·nllai:;e aroas, Tho lack of fresh water in Nha De 
precludee tha presence or major nnomy forces east or the Cay 1\ho Canal 
tor an indefinite peric,d, Cross-country movemcmt was re:itricted by the 
numerous waterWllys in the area and enAny supply mwement was therefore 
primarily by so:.ipan, The bridses and highwnys wera critical terrain 
features and observation was li1nited only by nippa palm along the 
riverw.ys, The north-south waterwnys provided the major enemy avenues 
of approach, 

(4) As a result or Operation Quyct Th11l'JB, enemy urdts were 
forced to dloperso and ,•void c1,ntact, Enemy elements moved completely 
out of the area and left only t.he 2nd Independent and Phu Loi II Batta­
lions rernainiug south of Saigon, disperood ,,nd at 50% strcn.,-.th, 

9, Mission. 3d Bde in close coordination ().nd cooper::1tion with 
46th Inf Regt (!LtVN), 50th !nf Regt (1\RVIJ}, and 5th Hanger Gp (AHVN) 
conducts offensive oper,,.tions to cle!U' assigned Au within the Capitol 
Ml.litary District and to der.troy VC/NVA forces operating in Long An 
Province, 

10, Concei,t: l'he Jd Bde in closr. coordination and cooper.,tfon 
with 46th Inf ;lui:;t (AiWll), 5oth Inf Regt (AitVN), and 5th ,i.J.nger Gp ( 1-RVN) 
conducted airmoDile assaults, reconnaissance in force, cordon and search, 
e;ctensive nir;ht patrollir>.g and am'uushes, 11nd other offer,si ve operation::; 
within llinb Chanh and Nha i:le Districts ?.nri. Long An "Province to clerr 
designated A:~eas of Operation and. des!·,roy VG/iNA forc-1:; and their ue.se 
areas employine three battalions as maneuver forces. The '2-J Inf con­
ducted clearing 0;1orations in Binh Chanh District tc loc,4te and destroy 
VC/MVA forces with emphasis on the 506th bn, The 4-39 Inf conducted 
clearing operations in !fun De District tc locate and destroy VC/r..TTJA 
forctlS· and established a cor.t;)any base at Cat L;,.l to secure main water 
LCX: 1s in the area, The 3-39 Inf secured designated b1·igade basccamps 
and continued offensive oper:Jtions in Long An Province to locate and 
destroy VC/NVA forces. Bde il"iF was providoo by one ( 1) company, 5-60 Inf(h). 

11, Execution: Initial contact 8 durinr, Operation Quyet Thang were 
limited to small scnle oper.;tion and for the nr,s'~ p11rt wero relativell' 
insigriificant except where contact with NV.A forees Wcl.3 est~.Lli~hcd or emmy 
weapons/alllllunition caches were discovered, T~e Brigade directed its efforts 
toward locatil1[; Md dei::troyinr the VC/iiVA forces south of the S;ugon are;:: 
that tad particip,..-~~:l in the 'l'Ji,T Offen:;ive and preventing their resupply 
or consolidation, In Long ;,n Provine,,, bri;:ade units secured vital insto.1-
lations, conducted ir:ter:liction operations alcnr. t.he Gia Dinh Province 
boundary, continued offensive O;Je.rations ~ainst known or suspected VC 
base areas and reacted to current intelligence reports. 

Typical of the actions that marted the stnrt of Opn ~,uyet Thang 
was the.t experien,~ed by z./4-39 Inf on 17 iJ".1.rch 19M, The cor-:pany con­
ducted a riverine opn along t.he Cay Kho Canal in i',lha iie Di strict utilizinr, 
boats of .the 3oth Hiver 1-1ssault (:roup, :/l-1ile sweeping asisigned objec­
tives, the unit came under SA, A;/, and RPG fire 'hhich resulted in 5 US 1iJ:JJ. 
and 1 US 1a.1. The following day the saJ11e unit captu.rorl. J-40 rocket pro­
pellant cl;arges, three armor piercing crenades, several i:•Vf. uniforms, lind 
destroyed 54 bunkers with ovei-head cover in the same general a.rea, 
J..lthough neither of tJ,ese actior.s could be described as ::iignificant inci­
dents, they represent the aver&l':e encounter with the enemy durin!;:; the early 
stages of '-,.uyet ':'hang. 

On 20 March 196B, the '2-3 :rnr beg.in to experience an increase in 
enemy activity !.n ilinh Chanh District. -.lhile contiuctill[ a recon in forcn, 
opn west of the ~an Giuoc lliver, Co -; capturej a NVA POW with A.lt-47 rifle 
and binoculars, ,. short time later the co came under SA and ,,,;-1 fire from 
an unknown size enemy force. The fire was returned and a sweep of t,11e area 
netted six t,V.~ KI .• , six NVJJ. l'0\l 1t, six IJ~-47 rifles, tw:i HPG-2 and t'l>.O 
ilPG-7 rocket launchers, one cnl If; pi,;tol, hand grenades, ammunition, maps, 
and documents. The unit sustainr3d three US WIA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
,.Y 

--------------------------------------------

l . ' 
I 
I 
I 
• 

l 
l 
I 
i 

i 
t 
i 
l 

I ., 



CONFIDENTIAL 

The following day D/?-'J Int eBt11blished ccr1tl11:t With t'ourteen 
( 14) uniformed VC •ori~ helmet.a and oarr11ng .-apon3 in western dach 
!lien Di■tr1ct and killed tour ot the enemy.· The Recon Plt trC111 the same 
unit uncovered a oach• oonta1n1rw med euppliee, a large 11110unt ct &llflltmi• 
tion, dooU111ent1 and clothing. 

All operations were characterized by the discovery ot numerous 
bunkers, all with overhead cover, and sane reinforced with concrete. In 
arldition the enem, displayed an increasing tendency to r8Jll&in in these de­
tensiw positions and <msaee friendly forces Within the effective range or 
sr.ial.l arme. Otten he W'.£1 dislodged only by the adv,nce of friendly troops 
after rep911tod airstrik1:1s and artillery supportiJlB !iz'es had been placed on 
the target • 

.i.'videncc of the enemr's wl.lllngness to remain and fight wAfl visible 
on 24 i1arch 19611 when 2-3 Inf '3stablished contact wit!-. an estimated VC plt 
in well constructed bunkers just south of the Gfa Dinh Province bourx:1-.ry on. 
the Cau Tran liiver. Artillery, LF'l''s and t\«l airstri!:es supported the con• 
tact which resulted in one US KIA and thirteen IIS 'lIA, VC losses i'ncludod 
eight VC KIA (DC), ten VC KIA (Poss), t\«l POW 1s, 2 RPD-56 MG•s. 1 At-47, and' 
chi.com carbine captured and sevent;,r-eight bunkers destroyed. On the same day 
C/7-1 Cav, OPCC..N to,3d Brigade, received SA and /\ii ground fire fran an ,· 
unkaown si1.e VG force wM.le pe1•farl11ing norial 1•econnld.ssanco r.d.soion over the 
east Mouse ~rs nrca (XS 69~600). Fire wns returned by 11'T 1s, artillery 
.'Ind an airstriko, The infantry element ~s inserted and a sweep of the nrea 
r'.1sulted in ton 'iC body count confinnod end one RPG-2 rocket leunchcr, one 
AK-47 rifle, and one 7,6i111111 1·.0 capt1u·ecl. 

Co B, 4-39 Inf ostnblished :ontact on 2.6 1,'U'ch 196 i with nn estim­
attid reinforced VC squ,·.d east of Da Phuoc in 1-:ha ik District (XS 8261311), 
Smell anas 1.nd automatic ~ieapons fire was exchangud and th1:1 contaot WM sup­
ported by Li''T 1s ,mct e.rtillcr;r, The uuit sustained four ill.A 1,,nd th,.ee HJ, 
while accounting for 7 VC KIA (1JC), two i.K-47 1s captured 11nd 15 large bunkers 
with ovllrh<>ad cc>ver destroyed~ The V~ wer ... wo;).ring fatigue uniforms 
with red scll?'vos and steel helmets. 

During a b:rigM.e oper,".tion two ld.lometors south of Saison 
(XS BJJ.147) on ~9 I-larch 196/l, Co A, 4-39 Inf W.'.\S eng· aec! by 1.n estimnted 
VC compn~, firinr s.~ and ;.,.;•s fro:;,. positions on uoth fl,mks of the canpnny. 
The unit rell.ctod with LFT 1s, nrt.illery, and throu !d.rstrikes, Th" fighters 
received aw fire, !1owcver, no ,iMiage to the uircrai't resulted, Contact 
brok\) aft-,r approxi.roo.tely thre-:l hours and result..id in onu US l(IA :ind five 
VC h.IA (r,c), 

The Sl.lrics of cont,,.cts th!l.t took pL:1cc toward the ond of !-:arch in 
the Nha Be - Binh ChMh r.Nn undl'lrscorcd thu on~•s pz-eviously domonstrntod 
intention to rem1>J.n :tn tho inunedinte vicinity of S:ugon, It is sis:nific,mt 
thnt ne,,.rly every cont:>.ct rl'lsulted in tho capture of weapons, Mll!'.unition, 
and equipment, most of which was new or recent:!." iasueid, indicating ,,nemy 
resupply activitios ~re Loing conducted on a r,.:,gul·,r b:1sis, At this point 
in Operation 1..:uyet Thr-.ng, it appu1.red th.,.t tho VC/l,VA fore.is in the Saigon 
area wer.i in a p;,riod. of training and recruitment ,,nd wore 11tte111pti~ to com• 
pensatu for the lossi,s in equipnont and person.el th~y h~d sust,incd in the 
TE.T Otfonsi ve. 

The incrense in VC '.lctivity notic~'.'.ble durine th.., lnst wu\)k of 
March continu\Jd through the term:l.n/\tion of 1ouyut Th;ing, Th.., :l-.3 Inf' on 30 
t-.i:1.rct-. Md 2 April 19M, i,stnblhhl.fti cont,'.lct with plntoon-sizo enCimy force.a 
in t:1e vicinity of An Phi1 (1S 8158'25), Th<l 1:1numy \\\'!.S well dug-in 1nd employ, 
Sil and AW fira trorn bunkers, Contact broka :i.rter LFT 1s, nrtilllll'y, and 11ir­
strikes hnd b1:1en onllod in on the position, Onlv one US 11I,~ rcsulti,d from 
the action, Enumy loss.JS "1E.lrtl significant Md intludcd seventeen (17) 
KIA (~), auvE:n AK-47 riflus, one complotu 6Qnm mortnr with sight, two BAit1s, 
t-w · 9111111 pi.at.ob( one ,30 c:il lll'ld onu ,45 or.l pistol, one US Cl.\l'bine, and 
tw~nt;r-n:lne (29; 10.5mn rourxis. In r.ddition 1200 lbs of rice, throe BM!pans, 
forty-one (41) RPG rounds, 1500 rourds ot S.~ PJ1111unition, ,'11'1\! s:1.JCty-fiw (£,5; 
bunk.,,rs Wlire destroytd, These ind.donts confirmed th.:: en.:.mr 1s intention to 
maintain pr,Jssura on Snieon 'nd conduct small-scale opur·•tions in ~-n nttw,1pt 
to control mlljor UX: 1s in th..i Cf•il) nrci\, 
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During thu l::u,t wu,,k of l,uyut !'hang, contact with VC/NVA ftirc.:n 
was oxtr01111:1ly light, In Lone An Province signiticant attacks occurrucl :it r.u 
R1 Ccmpany outpost in Thu Thuo (XS 539733) 311d at th\l 5,-60 Inf ?S/PB nt 
13inh Phuoc, The lnttar att11ck was b.•.mchod with 8'211111 mortars, 1✓.-79 L'.nd 
small arms tire 11.nd r ~sulted in on.i US KIA .ind n1.n.:i US '.·iIA, ;,t, Thu Thua. tho 
&nOJ111 11111ployed liFG, rucoillcss rifle, and mort·•r tire 11.s well 3s SA :inc:! AW, 
LFT 1s supporting the cont.net also received htiavy 1.'.l fire, Tha one-hour 
nttack resultt.'<i in throe PF Kin, 20 ;u- KIA, ti vu RD c-:dre Wii., 11nd f1 ve 
US ,·TIA (1'.,\T T,mm, Jd Brignde), 

Tnrougllout Opor!\t,ion 4uyot Thnng, th<; f,n!.lll\,V conducted mortnr 
attacks on US and GV~ instalbtions in the brigndo TJ..l-I on :i rugul<'.'r basis, 
Thuse incidents represonted hio lllAjor effort in Long J.n Province dXCGpt for 
some indication or troop movements 11nd resupply tictivities. In 1Jh11 Bu 1111d 
Binh Chanh Districts, Gi~ Dinh Province, brigade F~/Pb 1s wero elso sub~ected 
to a number or indiNct fire weapons attacks, tho most idgnifir.:·nt occurring 
on 2 April 1968 when three rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle fire · 
directed at the 4.-39 Inf FS/PB at Ut.a Je struck :1 Shull Oil Compln:V t~nk 
parthlly filled with mogns, Cne US HA and on.:i US WIA also r<::Sulted frorn 
the attilck, 

In Long ,l.n Provincd installations hit by mort~r ctt~.cks included 
the 3-39 Int bascc;,rnp llt Rach Kioo, tho 5-60 Inf FS/PB at Binh Phuoc and the 
US artillery position nt L.;n Luo. The most si1;ni.fi<'.int att1'.ck occurred 
at Bon Luc on 1 April 196.,q wh0r<- LFT 1s c,,mc under h:1avy h,1 fire: from susp<>cteC: 
llk>rtar positions north of the compound, Suconditry l~plosions ~~re reported 
wh,m gunships r..turned fire nnd o. lnrB,:) bunk•1r c,:,:;,pl.v. including sornt) rein­
forced with steel .~ concrete wis locnt..:d in t)10 s1w1u gcn..:ral ,,r.,i:, ty 50th 
Regiment (.iL.VlI) forces during a follow-up opur.,tion. The complex Wc'.S des­
troyed by ungineor elomcnts in support of Jd l.irir,.'d<::, 

Many of the uncmy .cttl'\cks on m:,jor LOC 1s ·,1ore dir,jcted :ig:unst 
outposts l.ll'ld GV~ inst('.llations along the Cay Kho C0.nal in :,lhn Be District. 
This vital waturw,,.y NPr<=sllnt..id :~n i;.;portmit Nsu;:,ply route ru1d st;,,,ging arc.•. 
for enemy forcos who wer" su;:,p.ictcd to be prep.:\l'ing for n second m<".jor of­
fensive "lgllinst Saigon. Humorous rnortt.r, RPG, and ground attr.cks ~re 
launchoo. agtinst '82/PF ottposts ,1.long tho c-".!ll',l during the l:,st w..iek in 
M..'1.l'ch, The incre11se in these: attacks prOl!lptud the brigndu to take imr:i..,dio.tc 
measur1;s to improve thu defensive posture of forces defending the outposts 
end to insurti that rei'.ction .rorcc:s wi-Jrc immedi1>.telv nvni.1''\ble to reinforce 
it necessary, ·,Jeapons, 1.'.1!111uniticn, P.nd constructi~r. mntcri -ils h,,vc been 
provided to critic,il outposts in the Nhn ]3., r.r•n md nifht operntions by 
brigade u.,its hwe been conducted in closu pr~dmity to s-,l.;cted HF/PF 
locntions, 

• Night activities during Op<3%'ation •iuy-.it Thl'.ng ~r.., aimtld ~t the 
interdiction of w:1ter LOC 1s nnd thJ d(.;struction of -,ncmy S/11!'.p.:ms c.:rrir:i.ng 
supplit:is :m<l equipment. ivtost of the 108 s.:•.mpnns d.::stro;ir"d during t.hc 0}0 cr­
ation were eng;i.ged by aquabushes estt'.blishud on fr.:quontly tr 0 vded w:iter­
WR-ys or by night rucon.'1~.issnnce nircreft in support cf the brig,0 de. Op.:.ra• 
tict1s of this typu wera .«tromely successful and forcod the en"1!1y to roly on 
oth.ir more difficult me!lns of trunsportnt.ion in ,'.'.ddition to destroying ,"nd/or 
co.pt.uri~ n significant /l.lllount of m.,tl,l'iP.l, 

llpur.1.tion l,llyet Thang wns successful rran the stnndp,1int of pro­
venting arr:, ~.1or tir " buildup in tho (Na south of Sl\igon and prw--nting 
eneJey" forces fran ~ ... ning control of P.ny signifio,s,nt Lt.,0 1s or r opulntion 
centers. Op.,ro.tions in Long i.n Province ~rt:: son1cwh,ry,t limi tcd by thu sm11ll 
number ot forcos nvnilabl,,, howvor, th.i brigndo continued to interdict 
eneley' inf'lltrntion routes nnct conducted " number of opur~.tions =-.gro.nst Y.l'IO'l!l 

VC cnse areas. Security of wntt1rleys in th.i vincinit~, '>i' Co.t l,,,i continu1,d 
durinc thu op-iro.tion r.nd tho o:rnpMy op\ll'ntine at thnt loc~tion emplo1rcd 
o.i.rboats on night river pr.trols, On<J mechMizod pl.:ltoon l·.l"'.s loc,1.tud -~t the 
lion Luo Dridgt1 nightl7 durinc .~uy,.t Thnng to l\usmunt J..itVN security forces. 
Combin~d operations contihued to produce si1nir.l.c1111t results !!lid th~ Viet• 
na111ese 30th River Assnult Group 11ns used extunsively r.s both "· troop c:irrfor 
nnd 11 soreoninr: forco /\long inlr.nd wt'.t-.Mll\ys, J.s in most lorg.;i-scnle op<1r­
ntione conduct.id by th-. brigr.do the success ot '-<uret Th:•.ng t.na the result -,r 
a combinod .arrort with ,utVi!lOVI-l forcus m.'\,lc: poesiblJ by th1.: mutu,-,.l nndvr-
stl\lld1nc ot a comnon miuion. .,r 
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a, Fr~•ndq louoa tor Opv2•r..t1on ~•t ThMa were ae follower 

( 1 ) US latA: 11 

(2) US DCM: 

(.3) US •iHA: 113 

(4) US lffiA: 4 

b, Enonr:, losi!.;B dU1·ing Oporation Quyet Thang wure ae follows: 

( 1 ) Porsonnel 

(a) \IC Ii.IA (i.,C): 115 

(b) iNA (BC): 6 

(c) i'W: 8 (!iVA) 6 (VC) 

(d) Detllino.,s: 88 

(2) iquil1l!unt captur·,d: . 

RitL,s ,J;.47- · 22 
Bolt action rifle t·ipos W1k 2 
French M.,u~urs- I.;. 
Chican Cn.rbine- i 
US Garbin.i- 2 
Han~ 1:Ddc weapon- 1 
l-i.-'.'.chine guns Al,,. 3 
l1r.chino guns 7.o2- 1 
Machine guns RPD-56- 2 
Pistol c:ll. 45- 1 
Pistol cal 38- 1 
L'luncher Hocket- 8 
;iockots- 112 
11.ock~t propellant charges- 1.3 
Mortar 82rum c lllllp].vte- 1 
Uorte.r 6Qmn complet.e•• T 
Base plate 60mm mort.".l'- 1 
&".su pln+,c 82nun mort:ir- 1 
L.1.unchflr, Grenade ~79- T 
Amuurdtion: 

~11111 mortnr rds- 4.6 
60mn mort;.,r rds- .30 
5,56nm JOO 
7, 62 l ,.G Gllllllo- 900 
,111-47 ll.'11110- 7600 
AY.,.47 bo.ndoUera- 1 
C:u-bJ.ne Q/ll!IO- 35 

l-ltlgazinos: AJ.l-47- 16 
Gr.made 40lmi- 1 
2, 75 rockets- 2 
C0 '4 C0111position- 17.5 lbs 
HQl¥i gron..i.do k--26,. 6 
lwid grennde Chican-- 5 
Arrnor p:t..-:~rw hnm 11r1wnadus .3 
Knit\:,- 1 
kPD SO drur..s- 10 
Bnttorioa 

,'?,5 wlt­
i wlt-

ldro­
Gaelll/lak-

48 
64 

1000 tt 
2 
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J.iudical supplies- !!5 lbs (+) 

Conip:1~s J.f-2- 2 
Bl::.:iting cnps- 12 
US Claymore- 1 
Binoculars- .3 
1lice- 5.2 tonti 

(.3) uiuipmunt. destroyed: 

Foxhol,,s- 119 
Bunkors- 1506 
St.ruot ur,: ~-- 7.3 
Spider ho~ er, 1.37 
1(o;\dblock!'- 35 
Chi-::OIII g:"m.'.'de- 15 
Ki.l!CS- 4 
105mm round- 4 
Claymore- 1 
RPG-7 rds- 70 
Funji pits- 9 
s,,mpnns• 1()8 
821nm mort '\r rd- J.. 
6Qnm mortar rd- 1 

c, T'.1c.ical Air Sur,port: During Opu;·'tion Qayut Thang the 7th 
Tactic.,u. l!SAF supported thll Jd Brig,ide "Go DuvEs'' with fift_;,-s.,vcn pr,,;::lann,~d 
Md thir,.y-onc ir.an,:di;.\t.: air strikes in n.ddi tion t0 cnnductir.g one comb:i.t 
skyspot. i,p;,roxim,0 tely sixt? of the nirstri kb w11ru foll ow;;,d up wi. th aw.Jups 
of th0 tr-.rg"t r.r.;a by r:ro,md. ~rocps. 

1J, ;,dminisLrat:;.ve Mu·: t.::rs 

a. ,/o significnnt problGms 1Nr•: uncr.ur. .. Lr"d in p:·•;,n.ding loe;istic.i.. 
support to brignd,J units during Oper:-iticm <il!yut Thant'., FS/f'B 1:; of thu 2-3 
Inf and 4-39 Inf in Binh Ch:1.nh a.'ld lrh:i. Bv Districts r03pucti vcly whHc; 
adcqu1:t1;: for the dry s..:nscn ~d.11 require: i::xtcnsi w engineer ~upport pr;_or to 
t ,l monsoon suason, Rusuppl:· of thcsu units h:1s bu;;n ··ccomplishcd prim-"-rily 
by .-:ir nnd orgr-.iti.c i·r.::u1sport:.1tion. Bntt.:ilicn tr:Ull'B for the units in the 
Clill ru-ea whcrsi loc1:t0d n cl.,,s,• proxilI','lty to FS/rD I s. There w2.s no ch:i.ne:c 
in t c loc.-1.ticn o.f t1'3:·.rn3 for tho units in Lone, 1.n Province. 

b. 1'r:ms;;ortat:o,: for the.: ;·uv"incnt of t ro0ps ,".nd supplfos r.~.n 
thv grunut fran organic vohicles to capturvq, sllmp/.lJ'IS cluring 0p<-r1:tion 1,uy"t 
Thang. Night convoys bu~wec;n B0::,.rc11t and 'lan l.n w-.r-; d:Lsoontir.u0d during the 
p0riod il.S primr.ry umph,'lsis 1-m.s pL.1.c0d on loc,".ting ,'.\nd ch,stro:ri_ng VC/NVi, 
forces 1,ho h,'ld pr. .. -ticip,1.~od i_n the T.,T offc.:nsivc, Dny convors incr.1,sc,d 
considur.:i.bly in uoth numb-er conductvd :md size of indi vldunl CC1nvo;irs ·,s 
rusupply t,cti vi ty r 1s um,rl :cftur n toi:r,or:!ry h,tlt durin;:; 'he :>.ft0rr-r•.th of 
the ai,t,ncks on S.:i.igon. 

c. Communic11',ions thr<111ghout tho ope.ration ,,urc providcid 'vy f!; and 
RTT. VllF, carriur ru-1d :r.iI conti.nuud to bo provided by th.i 9th Signal 
B.'\ttnllon, Both nTT nnd VHF cnpabilitius wer,;i ,.xtcndcd t,o ;;.3 Inf rmd 
4-39 Ini' nnd ''hut lin0s 11 b1,;t,w,.,vn brigndc h4s and t.ho F3/PB 1 s in .'\ddition 
to t,hu C::J) TOC w1art installed durina tho op0rr.tion, 

d. 11,.dicul support continu,,d to b1., provided b? CompMy D, 9th 
~i-•dic.:l Battalion locc.-tod at T:111 ;in ;irm:y /.irfi<lld, !lo problum '.r.:11.s 
d-.. v..,lopud during thu op..:rnti<Jn and dustoff:i w .. rc conduct.id in :: highly • 
<,ilfic1mt ,,nd profvssinal mMr11.:r, o.f't:.C:.!n und1Jr euv..,ru c.:iPditions 1·1lwru the 
security or l:mding zoni.s \\('.$ r, ~ttur r,f d1J,::r..:1J. 

u. C01:tinuous opurt1ti1ms cr.:11ted minor problums concurning 
111,.iintono.ncu of uquipmvnt, howuvvr conrn:,nd .::inq,hasis on purtorr .. nnc.i of 
i~r1JvuntiV11 IIIA:l.ntun:-.ncu :•.t uw,ry 1•.vnilnbl<.1 opportunity couplod with rcti,tion 
of units b1>tWl11iln co1o1bnt <'lr0:111 Md b,'\s,,c,•.r:ips rum1idi0d th.;, situntion, 
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t. COllbt\t sumo• support oot.1:ritioe Wt,re coneid~ed to be 
lldequ..~t• mid rusponaive to un1t nllu4• during ,~t Thang. Tho coopurction 
a"1 mutu.cl und'4'atllndlns tiatwoon t,hu Di\'ilion Suport C011111Bnd and B:·ignde 
t1nd Battalion Tr~:ln• thnt w:11 oatRbl:lshe4 dUJ'ing Oporation iwlterpriao 
C1arriod ovu:r into ~t T~ and wna responaibl.G tor thu nbsoncc ot nny 
limiting tcmturoa durin& thti o. ~at1m. 

14. Sp..cir.J. i;quipnpnt mid Tocbniques 

Tho ruituz-o ot the briBCdO lid.Hien dUZ'ing Opur4tion Quy8t 'l'hBl'l& nnd 
t.hu chqe in o,..,- tcctica nocoaaito.ted n hea.v:l.or relinnco on naw or 
lll0dified oquipJIIIJnt and toch."'1.qu.ia. In tho ntturm.'\th of the 1'.u"T nttacka 
the an~ disp}Jvod nn 1ncr .asing capabil1t1 to caonduct ofi'Clll!dw op11rat1ons 
and a willingnoss to engage friendly tore es &om wll constructod dvfcnsi w 
posittor,s uaoally with ndequato overhond cov.:r. This major shift in enemy 
~thod"l of oporation ~oquirod a corrC1spcndin& revision in US C0\11.torrnuasurcs, 
Sine<; thv VC norm.illy dulnyud tistablishing contl\~'I:. with fl'il31dly tCll'cos 
u:1til tlloy hnd advancc.'Cl to within th<. .:.ftc.:ctiva re.ngo of alllllll .'.'l'lllS, incrvnsvd 
lllllPhMis was placed on tho us1.1 of tacth:-.1 nii- nnd supporting :'J"tillory 
tires. LFl' 1 s 11KJru 31.so UBod cxt.onsi wly to kvup · hu vllOIJ\V pinnod down 
whilu friendly forcos m.'\nuuvcred ll8ninst thom ,-,d fighters mode their pass;.:s. 
Oneo tho contact liOS lrokon a thoro..rgh S"4\..'l.'P of the area t,,ns col'X!ucted · 
o.nd all bunkers ::.rd./or turmul canplcxos 'tM'C dvstroycd. tlboncvcr possibl.: 
tho onumy wns pursued :lcross district or provincv bourx:hrios with o.pr,ropic.tc 
corrdiMtion c:t.roctud r-.s tho opu.rntion dovulop.,d, 

Security rui.ssions t•.ssignod to i.,rig:ido units tllso r..:,sultlld in tho 
adoption of lltlW techniques, 1'h1;1 wo.·,.ol'wny sucurity opc.,•ation in thu Cat Lai 
area lllS conducted b;y uoth nc!U4bushes !!nd ri \1\::1" p,itrols on airbol-.ts, The 
cOlllbinuation of fix~d ~bush loc:•tions tllong vi.tel inlruid Wllt'-TWafS o.nd 11 
mobile riv..:r'.n\; p ·.trol usually of plntoon~sizv on :>.irbo.,ts wns succossful 
in ,:.ccomplishirg t·:o assigned mission. · 

,inothor tochrliquo vmployud by': th.:: tirigedc to inhr(!t ct onemy- sr.-,pan 
traffic wns th1;1 us::. of night ruconnaissan-.i llircr~.tt,. Both Fol'W(\rd ldr 
Controll.:rs and observ ... rs .. 'C)Uipp•hd.th il:la&e intensification devices in 
UHID1 s w.,,ro omplo)'\.--'d nl.a'lg L!lljor 1or.tvner '!ti thi.n the T ... OI. S."!lllp/Uls 
observed :.-.ft.:ir curfew hol.!rs w ... ro ongnged· by door .1;unr,urs or tho IFT on oall 
1'rom brigade hoadC"!uarters. .\ significant docror.so in sa11pan trnffic 
re:sultod tran thcsa op,;irnti_ous ~s thu enncy wis forc~d to rely on other Jn<l4nS 
of 1110bility to conduct :rosup ,ly aotivitios, 

Nw:ii.ll'ou.s opvr.~.t.i"ons vuro conductoii Id.th tho ·Vi<:tnameso.River.J.aa&i.llt 
Group. RAG bo.".ts \Nr,.; u .. su to insart troops, scNcn suli,;ct..d portions ot 
1«1t1£"W&7s, run ,;;stablish l«lt<>r blocks. Riv"rin<.- oporatfo.ns in the CMD area 
produced significant r.isults and wuro .:,ff.:.,et~.vo in ;.,rovc,nting uso or llll\jor 
-..ater LOC 1s b' t.M unumy, 

Both C/7-1 Ccv and D/J-5 Cav supported tho :.irtg-adc during (Juyct 
Thang, The use ot an cir c:iw.lry troop provided an ~ranoly tjffoctive 
lllet,ns ot lilnintllining surveillance or arena 1.1 Long Jin Province where 
sufficient ·:..roops 1iero not avm.lnble to JllBintain th13 normnl tUIJIPO or 
o.;,er4tiona. In additior. the Crtv troop's organic int:uit:ry elements rrov:Ld11d 
the cnpc.billt:, to conduct immodinte insv:rtions and s-we<.!ps of nrans that 
bed produced significant sightingo, IJ.r Cew,.J.ry elements ,:,J.so particip.'ltei 
in l;ri(;::ide eizo op.;irnl;fons and wero 1.111Ployed e,:i !lank security as well as 
aeri?ll rer.onnllSsaince missions, Tho nsults of nir cav.<l.ey ope1 1tiona ~.rrant 
II01'e frequent us,~ of this ctlpcbility in tho uri, r.de T:.o:i:. 

The District 0pta'ntions r.JJ.i I.ntelli813l'lco Centers with their 
combi11<od stt,f.t's continuu to oo ·the lilOtJt oft<Jcti ve 111<1:i.ns yot osbblished tr 
identifJ' end uoordinc.te nd.lit.a.ry an:! in!rn&tl'Ucture striko tm-got,a. Tho 
Woekly it.roe Coordimtion Cent1Jr kouting held at both br.tt,'.l.l:lon/district l(;jvd 
!'Jld brignde/prov.tnct.i lovc1 h·i s Also prc..moted coo:,,J ntion :md su·_,port in M 
effort to reach mutually· ttcceptt!blo obJecthrus, 
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OJ,er:i.tion «.!IJ1Ut 'lhtlng td.tnee1ud a llr\jor chMge 1n orueJ' Dlthodo 
of opor.1t1nn -1¥1 rGiqUired thllt the i.,rigadia utili10 all ~vailabh, r1,1ourcc,e 
t.o t\cco:npllnh its many-t11e1.,ted r,li11ion. 'l'hrouch r. caniJ1nn.tion ot c0Jminti01,al 
t~chniquo1, .IIIOditittd to lit •;,ho 11noiqle ohllnge in Mctics and thG fll11plo)'lll"T1t 
or opec;;i11llud oquipmunt Qufot Th..,ns suoceodod ,.n rr,-:1.guenting th~ VC/tlVA 
rorcue south ot Saigon :,nd pruv..intud thou- reorst\nizntion. 

15. Comnand,;r 1e Jinalysis 

Frm t bu wl't or 0plfl'.:ticai ir,'UfCtt ThaJlg it w:i.s obvious the 
onc.,my h.14 made IOIIII) si,::iu.fic:mt chBngoe in prcv.lOUDly established pntturne 
or nctb:lty, rui:l that 119 now b,..--ed a IIIOl'O dotend.n~d foe thnn ovisr botore. 
In nlmost Rll ener.,- contncts ..st~bl11hlld Id.th VC/NVi, rarces in tho CIID lll'lr. 
severi'.\l chr.r~cteristics were el.i.'.'.l'l,y dovelopc,d. First, do!ensive positi~ns 
were constructed bett•.ir th..'!.D ewr betoro otten reinforced with concrflte :-.nd 
steul ,~nd .,doqu::.to overhor.d cover, Sec ... ndly, t11.mkor cc::.•pl'!lXcs .'\nd p~rticu­
l "?rly fight,ing trenci!es weru i'rcquontly locntod just forW".rd or tree lines 
or nippn J)l.',lm r.rc..".S instu·'.d c,f dee!) within the n,.itur 1 foli.".ac, the site most 
often selactud b~• th1:1 ,mer.iy in the p:ist, This of course m,ruit tM.t prestrikcE> 
.::.nd !'\?'tillory r..J.·,,ps hrl<i little effect when delivered in -:re-:s providing nr.­
turnl conc81'.'.lm1::r.t to th..i enemy, Thirdly, tho VC/NVi, displayed :Ul increi~aing 
tend,mcy to eng _·e fr::., .ldly forcef r:t close r:·.n'.;c, usudly within th1.i r.ff<:iC­
tive r....r,8u of su·.ll ~::·;OS, which pruv..nted the use or supporting fires ·:ncl 
t:-.ctic::l :-.i.r during th., initi:-.J. ph•ses oi cont ct. In --.ddition, the enemy 
dcL10nstr ... tod his -.d.lli;-,gncss to st."-Y' ::nd fight M nunwrous occ.~.sions -".nd w.~.s 
ortcn dislod!l;~ only by rope·ted r-J.rstrikes ,".Jld h1:1 vy ~.rtillery fires ccupl(,d 
with the ndv- nee of i'riemly !"orcd3 owr his position11. 

Thllse t~tics weru ca:ip"..l""'!.tivcly nuw to bri.;-de; units who hl\d 
t:XJ)tirivncod - r ,ther olusi vc onc;iy in Lcr:g ,.n I'rovincc ~ rduct1'.nt to est ".blisr. 
cont·:ct with friumly forc,?s .~Jld c;uiclc to bre.•1 ,-:nd run when tho ,-:tt"'!.ck W(IS 

l':\..'t with :·~y show of forctl. Th1:1 ch·•nee in enllr.,y mcthr,ds of optll'".tion C."l1 
pro·u ... bly be '.'.ccounteJ for by thtJ presonce of UV:. c,crc in loc :1 force units 
:;.nd tho 1:!.V,".i.L~ • .:.ility of newer wc::pons ,•.nd · eQui!l!!Vnt such ."'.S th., JJ,-47 Ass".ult 

· .iilnu ond Rro--?. r.nd -7 r.:.ck,;t l.".unch(jl's. 

Bri&:id.-, units '111'::rtl c;uick to gr:;sp the ene'••y1s int.mtions ::>.nd 111,,do 
approJri!'.te ndjusti:icnts in their t".ctica tu cop,.; 'With the situ. ... tion. /is :! 

result ~rlitir.t.?d ccnt.".Cts i'r<.'<,;uently result.A in sifiru tic.".'.nt losses in 
VC/i.Wi, ped'sonnel -~ ~quip~t ~ ,._ n.d.nir.lucl risk to friendly forces. 

lniti --J.l,y the brit ,.de focus ... ->d its :1.tt"ntion on thu Binh Ch."'-llh -
Nb,,,. Be r.re,:-l 1n :in effort to loc:i.to .:-.nd d.:istroy these forct:s th.~.t h:!d p"'!.rti• 
cip-,t"'d in th.;; T'..:T '.:tt-icks on S,-.igon, l,t th,) s·:m-, tir.1v ,:r.,ph".sio w.·:s pl,-.ced 
on interdicting in£1ltr."'!.tion routes throl;gh wng :.n Fro111.nc... 'l'he two b:'.ttll­
lions in thu Cl-ID ,~rer. were: ·.bl,, to provide .-.doc;_u '.ta cover..;.; of thtiir ;.ors 
during both d,".)' 1'.!¥1 nie;ht opur•.tions. In Long ,.n only ono i"Jll b·.tt".lion 
W<'-S :w1\ilni.ilo for cor.ib--.t oper·.ti.•ns durin,7. th..' d".y. Sc.curity requir.;rmmts 
n~cessit•.ted the r..it ... nticn of ~l ,W".il,"'!.ble forces ,,_t night within the tm­
modfate vicinity or brig::de b:.sec,•mpa. Since the 2-60 Int(-) :•.nd 5-60 Int(-) 
were Ol'CON to the 1st Brigc:de, tho 3-39 Inf' "'!.Ssuned responsibility for 
b-"'..s..icnz.ip st1curit7 wi.thin Long • .n Province. '!be cor.ir,.".nies th ... t remt•ined .•.t 
Tan Tru :-.nd Binh Phuoc wr1.: used tor b:'.Sec~ s.;curity .~nc:1 orig"..de aRF res-· 
pectively. · ,J.rr,iot.ile op~·r:i.tivns wore .::•nducted by 3-J9 Inf on ·•. roeu1-:r 
b.'!.sis throughout t.uyet Th:-.ng :·Bi ;dr C:w Troops were cl.so UJ1.1plo7ed in Long 
/.n l'rovinco to ,1CCa!!pllsh th~ ~ssigned misoi,m. Thu 3-39 Int focused its 
oper:•.tions on wost1.1rn R"-ch hion .•.nd ".long th& province boun<l:iry in tho vici­
nity ot thu Cr.n Oiuoc River while th'e c ... v aler.ii:nts op..ir ted 1'?-uquently in 
the Mouso l::,".2'11 .ind Elbo.: ;,rc,-is. 

Night operations utilized th.:i aquabush concept l.fflich had proven 
suc~easi'ul during the latter stages of Operation Enterprise, Tho aquabush 
principle is sound and when canbinad with the use of night recc:anaissance 
aircraft 11 an mremely effective means of preventiJ¥; enemy- resupPl.y 
activit1••• 
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1'he oanbined or,erauone oor111tacted with 30th iWI and ,th 

Jlan:ez, Or011p JllOduced eigntA,a reeult:: and ♦-hi 'br1sl4• 111.ieon i.u at 
CIJ> hNdqulrtlll'e 1neured OOQl'dinD.daa 1,aa •tttotld Id.th all unite. '"'17 
ot th• licnit10111t ccntacto duri~ "1q9t \'~ ..iocurred on conb.tnod oper­
ati~• am the ~tual coordin.ticna coopa-ation ot US and AAVN/C9W unit• 
resulted 1n tile deetructton am/or capture ot a aisuble amount ot ~nelll1 
•uppl.tes am equipment. 

ilihOUfh the ait.uaticn at the ocncl1111on ot Operatielll ~ 
Th&n& indicated the en9m7 had elected to r-.t.n in the Sai,gon o.rea and 
'WO\lld Jn'Obabl7 utilise his ne\fq acquired capabilit;y to conduct ottensiw 
operat10hl, the reargantzat1.on of u.,ite that participated in the 'l'ET 
Offensive ,., hali:ed and reeu..,pq aotiY.Ltiea were sevwely haq)ered. The 
h-ac;rnentation of t.be enaa;r force and the caJ)ture an1/or destruction ot a 
sign:1.tJ.cant ·1111o111t ot 11111terial 1-.a1 lind.ted the VC/I-IVA tot-ces to emall sc&le 
operations th•l'b)' substentialq reduc1ng the 111111ecaate chr._t to ti. Sait;cn area, 

16. Rec0J1r.1enc1&tions: 

a. The use or air cavah7 troops in t,he br.tgac;e TA◊I has 
unlimited i,otential Md should be aploitec! as aoon as poesible. "dtll an 
extemed AO s•tch a11 that assigned to the 3d Brigade adequs.te coverage is 
difficult ewn with eutf'icient &ir!llobile 11ft. C(.f.lpATJ1ee. 'nle air cav troop 
can provide ettective ~ll&nce of a larse ,•rea and hA11 tJ,e · nhfll'ent 
capau1lit7 to react to e.tentficant lightinge. 

b. The aquabush concept las proven to be an ettecti'lle deterrent 
t-o enemy rt13up,Jly activit" on i!llljor lAtenays. The ccncept shouJ.d be 
continued with a selected portion or each maneuver ~ttalion•s el8111ents 
comucting these operations nightly. 

c. Assistance to RF/PF outpost/-..tchtcwz,s !!!Ust continue, howver, 
every ettort should be made to co, rdinate the iss1.1e or 1"e&pona, &11111Un1tion, 
a.,d iua~erials by Divis'on uni.ts with PrOVince/District authorities. The 
upgre.ding pz-orra-., shoUld be relentlessly pursued with dVN COUht~s and 
111easures that proVide fC!'l" 1llmed1ate res;,onse to 1•oguests tor assistance 
11hould be instituted. 

d, The sot:ur1t7·rn:1..ssion at Cat Lai shcul<l be turned over to 
AliVN as soon as possible in order to tree the US cooipany ;,reelll'ttly located 
there tor operations in the brigade AD. Th"J continuil!I requ1r •nt to 
provide comi,&l1;\"-size security .farces each night in ,'10 !iobbie reduces the 
brigade's capability to conduct combat operations against the VCftlVA forces 
that l'8Jll&in in the CM!) area. . 
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