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CONFIDENTIAL ~

DEPARTIWNT OF THE ARMY
3D LRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO SiN FRANCISCO 96373

AVDE-BCO

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)(U)
THRU: Command Ciiannels

TO: Commander
U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J343
APO 96243

1, HNeme or Identity and/or Type of Uperation: QUYET THANG
2, Dates of Uperation: 11 March - 7 April 1968

3, location: Long An Province, Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts,
Gia Dinh Province. .

4. Control or Command Headquarters: Headquarters, 2d Brigade,
9th Infaniry Division located at Tan An (X5 54664L9).

5. Reporting Officer: Coloncl George C. Benson, Commarding
Officer, 3d Srigade, 9th Infantry Division.

6. Task Organization:
a, U. 8. Forces:
(1) Mdneyver dattalions:

3d Bu, 3%th Inf

Lth Bn, 39th Inf

2d Bn, 3d Inf

One company (+}, 23 Bn, 60th Inf
One company (+), 5th Bn, 60th Inf

(2) Brigade Control:

HHC, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div

2-i, Arty(-) DS

Btry B, 7-8 Arty (Gin and 175mm) GS Reinforcing
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155mn) Reinforcing
Btry B(-), 1-84 Arty (155mm) Feinforcing
3d Plt, 9th MP Co (Spt)

3d Plt, Co G, 9th Sig Bn (Spt)

Co D, 709th Maint bBn (Spt)

Co C, 15th cngr Bn (DS)

Co C, 9th died Bn (Spt)

Tm, 9th MI Det (spf5

3d Plt, 335 RRC (5pt)

Sec, Lth AA P1Lt, 2d CA Co (Spt)

AV F1d.Tm, 246th PSYUPS Co (3pt)

24 Plt, C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS)

24 Plt, H Btry, 29th Arty (DS)

CONFIDENY

Ao S5 590 <10

WS =i




?
- . - ‘ . i
& t
| CONFIDENTIAL t |
b. Vietnamese furces opernting in close coordlination and
cooperation with 3d Brigade units:
both 7. "+ 34 (LRVN)
50th Inf hegt (ARVM)
30th RAG
RF/PF Forces, Long An Province
} Nha Be and Binh Chanh District Porces

5th Ranger Group
Capitol Military District Forces

7. Supporting Forces:

II Fleld Forces Aviation Units
Tth USAF
1st Log Cnd

3., Intelligence:
a, Initial enemy situation:

(1) At the beginning of Operation Luyet Thang, the enemy
forces were just commencing their withdrawal from the Capitol area to
the lmaediate Saigon-Cholon area, The local force Lattalions used in
the Tol Offensive had absoried heavy casualties and were attempting to
avoid major contact. The enemy forces hed established defensive areas
Just south and west of Saigon-Cholon and appeared determined to remain
in place. The major forces involved were bvelieved to be:

(a) 2nd Independent Battalion located vic X5 7782,
(6) 5th lha Be Battalion located vic XS S436.

(¢) 6th Local Force Battalion located vic XS 8436,
(d) 506 Battalion located vic XS 7283.

(2) snem unit3 were believed to be at 75% combat strength
and preparing for a second major attack, There wera also numerous reports
of batvalion sized units throughout the area. The VO TET Offensive had
produced daily loads of reports ol imminent attaclis on almost every
conceivable target within the area. EHstablished apent nets were seversly
hampered by movement restrictions and the situstion within Saigon~Cholon,

Y. DNeveloped enemy situation:

(1) Initial contact was established with enemy forces in
the areas immediately adjacent to Saigon-Cholon, Contact with the 2nd
Independent Battalion was established vic XS 7883, and the unit was
driven from the areca., There were sporadic contacts-vic XS5 3387 and
X5 7485, The 6th LF Battalion suffered the loss of 2n arms cache vie
XS 7283, Contacis southwest of Choion began to develop zlong the
communication~liaison route as enemy forces either left the area or
went inte hiding., The enemy attempted to resupply and reiniorce his
comrdtted undts and to maintain their disposition on the Saigon per~
iphery.

(2) &s ihe operation continued the enemy introduced the
Phu Loi II Battalion in the Binh Chanh-Can Ginoc border ares, This
unit ‘was identified by contact and PO4's, Successive contacts reduced
the offectiveness of this Lattalion. The VO units continued to avoid
contact and conducted resupply activities via sampans. The intelligence
ef{ort was directed ozainst tie VC LOC's in general and the interdiction
of sampan tr. ffic in particylar., The VC units actually contacted during
Operation Quyet Thang had suffered fifty to sixty per cent casualties
and were incapable of mounting another offensive of the magnitude of
the TuT Offensive,
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(3) The terrain offered the enemy concealment only along
the wtorways and village arcas, The lack of fresh water in Nha De
precludes the presence of msjor onemy forces east of the Cay !ho Canal
for an indefinite periud. Cross-country movement was restricted by the
nunerous waterwnys in the area and enemy supply mcvement was therefore
primarily by sampan., The bridges and highways were criticali terrain
features and observation was limited only by nippa palm along the
riverways. The north-south waterways provided the major enemy avenues
of approach.

(4) As a result of Operation Quyct Thang, onemy urdte were
forced to disperse and avelid contact. Enemy elements moved completely
out of the area and left only the 2nd Independent and Phu Loi II Batta-
lions remainiug south of Saigon, dispersed and at 50% strength.

9. Mission: 3d Bde in close coordination and cooperation with
L6th Inf Regt (AVN), 50th Tnf Regt (ARVN), and 5th Ranger Gp (ARVN)
conducts offensive operitions to clear assigned AU within the Capitol
Mlitary District and to destroy VC/NVA forces operating in Long An
Province.

10. Conceyt: The 3d Bde in close coordination and cooper.tion
with L6th Inf itegt (aiVi), 50th Inf Regt (ARVN), and 5th flanger Gp (4RVN)
conducted airmopile assaults, recomnaissance in force, cordon ard search,
extensive night patrolling and amoushes, and other offensive operations
within Bink Chanh and Nha Be Districts and Long An Province to clear
designated A'eas of Operation and desiroy VC/NVA forces and their base
areas employing three battalions as maneuver forces. The 2-3 Inf con=-
ducted elearing operations in Binh Chanh District tc¢ locate and destroy
VC/NVA forces with emphasis on the 506th bn., The 4~39 Inf conducted
clearing operations in Nha De Disirict tc locate and destroy VC/NVA
forces and established a company base at Cat Lol to sccure main water
LOC's in the area, The 3-39 Iaf secured designated brigade basccamps
and continued offensive operations in Long An Province to locate and
destroy VC/NVA forces. Bde i#8F was provided by one (1) company, 5-60 Inf(1i),

11, Execution: Initial contacts durins Operation Quyet Thang were
limited to small scale operation and fur the most part were relatively
insignificant except where contact with NVA forces wes est:llished or enemy
weapons/ammurition caches were discovered. The Brigade directed its efforts
toward locating and destroying the VC/iVA forces south of the Saigon area
that kad participaved in the T6T Offensive and preventing their resupply
or consolidation, In Long sn Province, brigade units secured vital instol-
lations, conducted irterdiction operations aleng the Gia Dinh Province
boundary, continued offensive onerations against known or suspected VC
base areas and reacted to current intelligence reports.,

Typical of the actions that marlied the start of Opn wuyet Thang
was that experienced by r/4=~39 Inf on 17 liarch 1961, The company con-
ducted a riverine opn along the Cay Kho Canal in Pha e District utilizing
boats of .the 30th River assault “roup., 'hile sweeping assigned objec-
tives, the unit came under 34, A:, and RPG fire which resulted in 5 US Vla
and 1 US KIA. The following day the same unit captured J-40 rocket pro-
pellant charges, three armor piercing srenades, several Ve uniforms, and
destroyed 54 bunkers with overhead cover in the same general area,
Ahlthough neither of these actiors covld oe descrived as significant inci-
dents, they represent the averars encounter with the enemy during the early
stages of (uyet Thang.

On 20 March 1968, the 2-3 Inf begon to experience an increase in
enemy activity !n Dinh Chanh District. While conducting a recon in forcs
opn west of the Jan Giuoc itiver, Co 7 captured a NVA POW with il-47 rifle
and binoculars, & short time later the co came under SA and KW fire from
an unknown size enermy force. The fire was returned and a sweep of the area
netted six LV. KI., six NVa ['OM's, six AK-47 rifles, two {PG-2 and two
fPG~T7 rocket launchers, one cal /! pistol, hand grenades, ammunition, maps,
and documents. The unit sustainad three US WIA.
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The following day D/2=3 Inf estublished contéct with fourteen
(14) uniformed W wearing helmets and carrying weapons in western dach
kien District and killed fowr of the enemy. The Recon Plt frum the same
unit uncovered a oache containing med supplies, a large amount of ammni-
tion, doouments and clothing. .

All operations were characterized by the discovery of numerous
bunkers, all with overhead cover, and same reinforced with comcrete, In
addition the enemy displayed an increasing tendency to remain in these de-
fensive positions and ongage friendly forces within the offective range of
snall arme. Often he was dislodged only by the advince of friendly troops
after repeated airstrikes and artillery supporting fires had been placed on
the target,

dvidenc: of the enemy's willingness to remain and fight was visible
on 24 arch 1968 when 2-3 Inf established contact witl an estimatod VC plt
in well constructed bunkers just south of the Gia Dinh Province bound-ry on
the Cau Tran fdver, Artillerv, LFT's and two airstriles supported the con-
tact which resulted in one US KIA and thirteen 1S WIA. VC losses included
sight VC KIa (LC), ten VC KIA (Poss), two POW's, 2 RPD-56 MG's, 1 Ak-47, and *
chicom carbine captured and seventy-eight bunkers destroyed. On the same day
C/7-1 Cav, OPCLN to:3d Brigade, received SA and il ground fire from an .
unkuown size VU force while perfarming aerial reconnaissance rmission over the
east Mouse kars arca (XS 692600). Fire was returncd by LFT's, artillery
and an airstrike., The infantry clement was inserted and a sweep of the area
rasulted in ten VO body count confirmed cnd one RPG-2 rocket lsuncher, one
AK-47 rifle, and one 7.62mm LG captweed.

Co B, 4-39 Inf established zontact on 26 rarch 1961 with an estim~
ated reinforced VU squid east of Da Phuoe in kha 2¢ District (XS 826811).
Sm21l arms and automatic weapons fire was exchanged and the contaot wos sup-
ported by LFT's and artillery. The unit sustained four WIa and three KIA
while accounting for 7 VC KIi (uC), two AK=-47's captured and 15 large bunkers
with overhead cover destroyed, The V2 wer. wearing fatigue uniforms
with red soarves and steel helmets.

During a brigade operation two kdlom:sters south of Saigen
(%S 833%47) on 29 March 1963, Co A, 4=39 Inf was e¢ngrged by an estimated
VC companr firing Si and aw's from positions on woth flanks of the campany.
The unit reactcd with LFT's, artillery, and three uirstrikes, The fighters
received AW fire, however, no Jamage to the aireraft resulted, Contact
broke aftur approximately threz hours and resulted in one US KIa and five
VC hIa (iC). :

The sceries of cont:cts thst took place toward the ond of liarch in
the Nha Be -~ Binh Chanh ~ruea underscorcd tho enemy's previously demonstrated
intention to remein in the imnediate viecinity of Saigon. It is signifiecant
that nearly svery contact rosulted in tho capturc of weapons, ammunition,
and equipment, most of which was new or rccently issued, indicating cnemy
resupply activities were Loing conducted on a regulor basis, At this point
in Operation uyet Theng, it appecred that the VC/LVA forces in the Saieon
areg were in a period of training and recruitment and were attempting to com
pensatu for the losseus in equipment and persor.el they had sustained in the
TET Offensive.

The increase in VC activity noticeable during the last week of
March coniinucud through the termination of wuyct Thang, The =3 Inf on 30
kbrch and 2 April 1963, cstablishud contact with platoon~size enemy forces
in the vicinity of An Phv (4S 815825). The cnemy was well dug-in and employ.
SA and AW fire from bunkers. Contact troke after LFT's, artillery, and air-
strikes had been called in on the position. Onlv one US 'T. resulted from
the action, Enumy lossas were significant and ineluded seventeen (17)
KIa (BC), seven AK-47 riflus, one completc &0mm mortor with sight, two Bid's,
two Qum pistols, one .33 cal and one .45 onl pistol, onc US earbinc, and
twenty-nine (295 105mn rounds. In addition 1200 1lbs of rice, thrce sampans
forty-one (41) RPG rounds, 1500 rourds of Si fmmunition, and sixty-fiwe (655
bunkers were destroyed, These incidents confirmed the encmy's intention to
mainteln pressure on Saigon nd conduct small-setle oper-tions in an attoupt
to coniroi major LOC's in th: CHD arca.
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During the laot we k of wuyet Thang, contact with VC/ANVA forces
was oxtremely light. In Long aAn Province signdficant attacks occurrcd at an
RF Company outpost in Thu Thus (XS 539733) and at thu 560 Inf FS/FB at
Binh Phuoc. The latter attack was lounched with 82mm mortars, VM=79 cnd
small arms fire and rosulted in one US KIi and mine US WIA. At Thu Thua tho
snemy employed HFG, recoilless rifle, and mort-r fire as well as SA and AW,
LFT's supporting the contnct also roceived heavy 4 fire. The one~hour
attack resulted in three PF KIs, 20 AF K4, five AD c-dre WIA, and five
US HIA (MAT Team, 3d Brigade),

Tnroughout Operation Lwyot Thang, the enemy conducted mortar
attacks on US and GUN installations in the brigade Tall on a reguler basis,
Thuse incidents represented his major effort in Long An Province oxcept for
some indication of troop movements and rosupply activities. In llha Be and
Binh Chanh Districts, Gia Dinh Province, brigade Fs/Pi's werc 2lso subjected
to a number of indirect fire weapons attacks, the most signifiernt ocenrring
on 2 April 1968 when three rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle fire '
directed at the 4-~39 Inf FS/PB at Hha 3¢ struck a Shcll Oil Company tank
partially filled with mogas. Cne US }IA and one US WIA also rcsulted from
the attack.

In Long un Province installations hit by mortor cttocks included
the 3=39 Inf bascermp at Rach Kien, the 5-60 Inf FS/PB at Binh Phuoc and the
US artillery position at Een Luc. The most sipnificant attock occurred
at Ben Luc on 1 april 1962 wherc LFT!s came under hzavy ad fire from suspected
mortar positions north of the compound. Secondary explosions were reported
when gunships roturned fire and a large bunker ceiplux including sume rein-
forced with stecl and concret: was located in the same gencral arez by 50th
Regiment (A.VN) forces during a follow-up operation. The complex was des-
troyed by engineer elements in support of 3d brigode.

Many of the enemy attacks on mijor LOC!'s 'wre dirdcted ageinst
outposts and GVN installations along the Cay hho Cnnal in ha Be District.
This vital waturwny represented on important rosupply route and stnaging area
for enemy forcus who werce sucpected to be preparing for o sccond major of-
fensive against Saigon. Numcrous mortcr, RPG, and ground attocks were
launched against RF/PF ouposts nlong thu eantl during the last week in
March. The increase in thesc nttacks prompted the brigade to take immedizte
measurcs to improve the defensive posture of forces defending the outposts
end to insurc that renction forces werc immedistely 2vailable to reinforce
if necessary. ‘ieapons, ammuniticn, and construction matcrials hmve been
provided to critical outposts in the Nha Be area and night operations by
brigade units have been ccnducted in closu praxdmity to sclected RF/PF
locations,

¢

Night activities during Operation twyct Thang were aimed ot the
interdiction of water LOC's and tho dcstruction of enemy sampans carrving
supplics and equipment. wMost of the 108 s:mpans destroyed during the oper-
ation were engaged by aquabushes est~blished on frequently tr-veled water-
ways or by night rcconnnissance airerzft in support of the brignde. Opura=
tions of this type were axtromely successful and forced the enemy to rely on
other more difficult means of transportation in nddition to destroying ~nd/or
capturing a significant amount of material.

Upcration vuyet Thang was successful from the standpoint of pro-
venting any major er -~ buildup in thearea south of Saigon and preventing
enery forces from _ .ning control of any significsnt L(C's or yopulation
centars. UOperations in Long in Prcvince were somewhat limited by the small
mumber of forces avallabl., however, tho brigade continued to interdict
enemy infiltration routes and conducted a numbor of operntions ngainst known
VC orse areas., Security of waturways in the vineinity of Cat Lai continued
during the operation and the gampany opurating at that loc-tion emplowed
airboats on night river patrols. Onc mechanized platoon was locatud at the
Ben Lue Bridge nightly during wmyct Thang te augment sutVN security forces.
Combined operations continued to produce significant results 2nd the Viet~
namese 30th River fAssault Group was used extcnsively s both A troop cacrier
and a screenins force along inlnnd wotcrways. ke in most large-scale oper-
ations conductud by the brigndo the success of (uyet Theng wes the result »f
& combined effart with arVil/GVi forces mnie possibliy by the mutunl nwnder~
standing of a common mizsion. 1
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12. Rosults

8, Friendly lossos for Operntion Quyet Thang wore as follows:
(1) US KHAs 11 '

(2) vs pow: 1
(3) US .iHA: 113
(4) Us uBA: 4

b. Enomy loss.s during Operation Quyet Thang wure as follows:
(1) Parsonnel
(a) o KIA (C): 115
(b) VA (BC): 6
(c) PW: 8 (1va) 6 (ve)
(d) Deteino.s: 88
(2) iquipmont captur-d:

Rifles .Liai7= + .22
Bolt action rifle tpes wik 2
Froneh Mauscrs-
Chicom Corbine-

US Carbinue

liome mnde weapon-
linchine guns Al
lirchine guns 7,32
Machine guns RPD-56-
Pistol cal 45-
Pistol cal 38-
Launcher Rocket-
lockets- 112
Hockst propellant charges- 13
Morter &2wm complete- 1
Mortaer 60mm complet.e. 1
Base plate &0mm mortnre 1
Base platc 82mm mortar- 1
Launcher, Grenade M-79- 1

[ Y SRS I R

Amwnition:
& mortar rds- L6
60m mortir rds- 30
5.54m 300
7.62 1G ammo~ S00
Hh=4T Ammo- 7600

AK-47 bandoliers~ 1

Carbine wmo- 35 :
Hogazines: Al-47- 16 i
Gr..nade 40mm- 1 1
2.75 rockcts- 2
C~4, Camposition= 175 1bs

Hand grenade M~26~
Hand grenade Chican- 5
Arror pimcing hamd grenades 3

Knifu- 1
RPD 50 druyrs- 10
Boatteries
2.5 volt- 48
4 volte &,
Wiro- 1000 ft
Gas mask- 2
CONFIDENTIAL -
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ludical supplics- g5 lbs {(+)
Conpaus H=2- 2
Blasting caps~ 12
US Claymore- ' 1
Binoculars~ 3
Ricew 5.2 tons
(3) Bquipmunt. destroyed:

Foxhol.s- 119
Bunlccrse 1506
Structurcs. 73
Spider ho.ec 137
Hondblocks= 35
Chicom grsnade- 15
kKincs- L
105mm round- 4
Claymore=- 1
RIG~7 rds- 70
Punji pits- g
Srmpans= 108
82rm mortnr rd- L
60mm mortar rd- 1

¢, Tac.ical Alr Support: During Opur~tion Quyet Thang the 7th
Tactical USAF supported the 3d Brigade "Go Deviis” with fifty-s¢ven pruplanned
and thiriy~one immediate airstrikes in addition to conducting onc combat
skyspot. Approximntely sixty of the airstrikes werc followed up with swoeps
of the target cr.a by pround &trocps.

13. .dministrative Maiters

a, o significant problems wer: cnecun.cred in providing lopgistical
support to brigade units during Cperation Guyct Thang, FS/TB's of the 2-3
Inf and 4-39 Inf in Binh Chanh and llha Bu Districts respectively while
adequete for the dry scascn will require cxtensive cngincer cupport prior to
t- ¢ monsoon svason, Rusupply of these units has been mccomplished primerily
by air and orgefiie transportation. Battalion traims for the units in the
CiD area where located n clos. proximaty to FS/FB's. There was no change
in t ¢ location of trans for the unkts in Long in Provincc.

be Transportatios fer the rovenrcnt of troops and supplivs ron
the gamut fram organic wehicles to captured sampans during Operation tuyst
Thang. Night convoys betweun Beareat and Tan 4in wore diseontirued during the
period as primery umphasis wns placed on locrting and dustroving VO/NVL
forces who had participaved in the TuT offensive. Day convoys iner .ascd
considerably in both numb.r conductud and size of individual convoys s
resupply activity rasumed ofter a temdorary helt during “he aftermnth of
the attacks on Saigon.

¢, Oommunicalions throughout the operation were provided wy FU and
RTT. VHF, carricr and %I continucd to be provided by the 9th Signal
Battalion. Both RIT and VHF capabilitivs were cxtoended to 2~3 Inf and
4-39 Inf and "hot lines" bitween brigade hys ond the F3,/PB's in nddition
to the Cil TOC wure installed during the operction.

d, Mudical suprort continuud to be provided by Comprny D, 9th
hedicel Battalion located at Tan san army Adrficld. lo problem “ruas
d.velopud during the operation and dustoffs were conducted in o highly -
efficunt and professinal manncr, often under evveru corditions where the
sceurity of landing zones wes o pattoer of degree,

0, Continuous opuratiuns created minor problems concerning
miintenance of cquipment, howuver commud emphasis on purforfanee of

preventive maintencnee nt overy nvailable opportunity coupled with retetion
of units butween combnt arcas and bascenmps rumedicd the situation.
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£, Combot service support ostivitios were considured to be
ndequate and rosponsive to unit nouds during ‘uyut Thang, Tho soopuration
ard mitual undaretanding batwoon tho Division Suport Command and Bedgnde
and Battalion Trains that wis ostablished during Oporation Entarprisc
carried ovar into Wyut Thang and was respansible for thu absoncc of any
limiting funturos during thu o «ration,

The Spueirl Equipment and Techniques §

The natura of the brigado misaion during Uparation Quyst Thang and
the change in ommy tactics necossitated & heavier roliance on now or 4
modified oquipmnt and tochniquos. In the aftermith of the ToT atvacks
the enemy displayed on iner asing capability to sonduct offunsive operations
and a willingness to engage friendly forces from woll constructed defensive
pasitions usnally wdth adequate overhead covur. This major shift in cnemy
wethods of opuration suquired o corrcspending rovision in US countormuasurcs.
Sinec the VO normally dulayed ustablishing eontast with friundly forcos . 1
untdl tioy had advanced to within the offcetivo rengs of small orms, inervasud
umphasias was placed on tho use of tactisal air and supporting crtillcry
fires. LFT's wrs also used oxtonsively to kucp “he unamy pinned down
while friemdly forcos mansuvered against thom end fighters made thelr passcs. : ‘
Onco thu contact was trokan & thorough swu ’p of the arca was conducted -
and all bunkers ~nd/or tunnul complexs wure dostroyed. ‘Yhencver possible
the cnumy was Pursued aeross distrist or province bound-rios with apnropicte
corrdimtion effocted ~8 the oparation duvulepud,

Security ndssions essigned to irigado units also resultoed in the )
adoption of new techniques, The was.erway sueurity op.cation in the Cat Lat 4
Aroz was conducted by Loth 2quabushes And river patrols on airbosats, The
combincation of fixed ambush locetions along vital inland vwaterways and a
mobile rivurine p-trol usvally of platoon-sizu on clrboats was successful
in ~ccomplishing t o assigned miseion,

amothor techniquo vaployud by'the brigede to intcrdtet onemy sanpsn
traffic was the usy of night reconnaissansc aireraft. Both Forward Alr
Controllurs and observ.rs vquispsd with inage intcnsification dovices in
UHID's were employed along major wterways within the T40I. Sampans
obsurved =ftor curfew hours wure mgnged” by door gunrcrs or the IFT on eall
‘rom brigade hoadquarters, A significant doerenze 4in sampan traffic
resultod from these operations ~s the vrmcy was foreed to rely on other megns ] 1
of mobility to conduét resup ly astivitios, '

il

Murerous opurazions wro conductéd wth tho Victnamese.River. Lesault i
Group. RAG beats wery uesd to insart troops, screen scloetod portions of
wturways, and cstablish wator blocks. Rivurine oporaticns in the CMD area
produced signi ficant results and wero cffvetive in preventing use of mejor
water LOC's b+ the wem

Both G/~ Ccv and D/3~5 Cav supported the brigade during quyet {
Thang. The use of an air cavelry troop provided an extramoly erfeetive ‘
nerns of mointaining survelllance of ereas 14 long hn Province vhere ‘
sufficient ‘roops era not avallable to maintain the normrl tempo of
operations, In addition the Cav troop's organic infontry elements provided
the capebility to conduct immodiatoe insortions and swecps of areas that . ]
had produced significant sightings, Afp Cevnlry elements alao perticipated
in Lrigade size operations and were employed on flank security as well as
aarial reconnassainco missions, Tho rosults of air cavalry opea itions w.rrant
more frequont use of this cpability in the Ui, ade T.0I.

The Distriet Operations sng Intelligence Centers with their
cambined staffs continue to b4 -the most offuctive means yot cstablished tr
identify end voardin:te milicary and infrastructure striko tergots, The
Woeldy irea Coordin~tian Centor Mouting held at both battalion district level
omd brigade/province leve) has also proumoted cuoprntion and susport in an
effort to reach mutually acceptable objectives,
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Operation (uyet Thang witnossud a mwrjor change in enaay mwthodo
of oparatimn d required that the Lrigade utilize all ~vailable resourcuo
to accomplish its many-faccted rission. Through ~ cambination of comwentional
techniques, modified to Iit tho enomy's change in t2ctics and the employment
of specinlized oquipmnt Quyot Thang succecded in fraguenting the VC/NVA
forces south of Saigon nd pruvuntud tholr reorganization.

15. Command.r's Analysis

Fram the stert of Operition Guyet Thang it was obvious the
enamy had made some sipgnificant changes in previously cstatlished pattorns
of activity, and that we now feed amore dotermincd foc thon cver bofore,
In almost all eneny contncts e¢st~blished with VC/NV.. forces in the CID arer
several characteristics were clunrly doveloped. First, dofensive positions
were constructed bettur than ever before cften roinforced with conerete ~nd
stecl and ~dequito overherd cover. Secundly, bunker ccuplexes and prrticu-
l-rly fighting trenches were frequantly locatod just forwwd of tree lines
or mippa palm ~rcns instend of deon within the natur 1 foli~ge, the site most
often salacted by the cneuy in the past, This of course maant that prestrikes
:nd ~rtillery piops hod 1ittle cffect when delivered in ~rens providing n=
tural concerlmert to the enemys Thirdly, the VC/NVi displeyed an increcsing
tendency to eng ¢ fri..dly forces nt close rinne, usw.lly within the effec-
tive ronge of &1l nins, which pruvented the use ol supperting fires ~nd
taetiesd air dwing th. initi~l ph-ses of cont c¢t. In ~ddition, the enemy
denonstrated his willingness to st~y :nd fight ca numerous ccersions ~nd w-s
often dislodzud only by rope-ted ~irstrikes ~nd he vy ~rtillery fires ccuplid
with the adv nce of friemdly forces over his positions.

These tnctics were compw-tively new to brig-dc urdits who hod
cxperienced - rother clusive eneiy in Lerg an Province, reluctent to est-blisk
cont~ct with frienily lorces znd quick to brenk ~nd run when the ati~ck wns
met with sny show of force. The chnge in enery methads of operaticn con
prou-bly be -~ccounted for by the presence of W. c+dre in loc:1 force units
and the avnilevility of newer wetpons snd equinment such as the [he47 Ass~ult

"Rifle end RPG-2 and -7 recket lounchars,

Brigade units wers guick to grosp the c¢ne-y!s intentions 2nd mrde
aprropriste ndjustnents in thedr t~ctics to cope with the situntion. is o
result encny-initintad centoets froguently rosulfed in significont losses in
VC/uV.. parsonnel “nd equipment ¢ ~ ninimun risk to friendly forces.

. Initi~lly the trig:de focused its attention on the Binh Chenh -
Nha Be arex in an effort to locate ond destroy those forces that hnd porti-
eiprted in the TuT ~ttacks on Scdigon., 4t thoe s-me tine criphsis wes ploced
on interdicting infiltration routes through long .o Frovince., The two botta-
lions in the CMD ~rer werc -bl. to provide ~dagu-te governgc of their AC's
during both dry ~nd night opur-tions. In Long wn only one full brtt~licn
wag svadlavle for comb-t oper-tivns durins the diy. Sceurity reguira:wents
necessit~ted the retunticn ol nll av~ilable forces ~t night within the im-
modinte vicindty of brigade bisecamps. Since the 2-60 Inf(=) =nd 5-60 Inf(-)
were OPCON to the 1st Brigade, the 3-39 Inf nssumed responsibility for
brsvennp security within Long wn FProvince. The componies thnt remrined -t
Tan Tru and Binh Phuce werc uged for bnsecusp sccurity »nd bripg~de IRF res-
pectively, “.drrotile oporaticns ware :onducted by 3-39 Inf on - rogulsr
brsis throughout Guyst Thrng -nd .dr Cnv Troops werc 2lsc umployed in long
4n Province to nceomplish th. ~ssigned mission. The 3-39 Inf focused its
operations on westirn Rach hien ~nd ~long the province boundary in the viei-
nity of the Cnn Gluoc River while the Cov elements opor ted frequently in
the Mouse Enrs and Elboc oreas.

Night operations utilized the aquabush concept which had proven
successful during the latter stages of Operation Enterprise, The aquabush
principle is sound and when combined with the use of night recannaissance
aircraft is an extremely effeoctive means of preventing cnemy resupply
activities.
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| Ranger Oroug o7, C7L08d cperations conducted with 30t 144G and 2 |
e Uroup produced signifhent result: and “he trigede son tean & z

G.D headquarters insured coardinacion 1as effected wdth all units. lany ' {

of the significant ccntucts during wuyst Thang vocurred on combinod oper-

tins and the ~utwl coordineticn ad cooparation of US and ARVN/CYN units

resulted in tne destruction and/or capture of a siseable amount of onemy J

Although the situation at the eanclusion of Operation Quvet ‘
Thang indicated the enemy had elected to remain 4n the 8aigon ares and
would probably utilize his neuly acquired capability to conduct offensive
operstions, the rearganization of w.dts that particinated in the D 1
Offensive was halied and resuyply activities were severely hazpered, The
fragmentation of the eneny force and the capture and/or destruction of a
significant "smownt of material hgs Limited the VC/WVA forces to amall scale

4
cperations therby substantislly reducing the immediate thraat to the Saigon
area, .

16. Recomuendations:

8. The use of air cevalry troops in the brigade TACI has
unlimited potential and should be exploitec as soon as possihle, Wth an
extended AQ such as that assigned to the 3d Brigade adequate coverage is 4
difficult even with sufficient airmobile 1ift cuipanjes. The air cav troop
can provide effective surwillance of 8 large orea and has the -nherent

b. The aguatush concept 1as proven to be an effective deterrent
to enemy resupsly activitr on mjor waterways. The concept should be ]
continued with a selected partion of each maneuver uattalion's elements
conducting these operations nightly, :

¢, Assistance tc RF/PF outpost/watchtowers mst continue, however, )
every effort should be made to co. rdinste the issue of weapons, ammnition,
aw maierials by Divis on units with Province/District authorities. The
upgreding pro;ra-: should be relentlessly puraued with GUN counterperts and

measures t.ha.t'provide for imnediate responss to reguests for assistance
should be instituted,

d. The scturity mission at Cat lai shculd be turned over to
ARUN Bs soon as possible in order to free the U3 company Sresently located
there for operations in the brigads 40. Tha continuing requir ment to )
provide company-size Sscurity forces each night in 40 Robbie reduces the

i gadets eapabllity to conduct combat operations against the VC/IVA forces
that remain in the CMD area, _

FOR THE COMMANDLR:

oy

R R G T R
" JERY L. BURT
A INF
ADJUTANT
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