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DEPARTHENT OF ‘(TS ARMY
Geadquarters, 1lth Infantry Brigade, Amerlesl Division
APQO San Francisco 96217
AVDF=BA~CP 9 March 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

THRUs Commanding Gencral
fmerdeal Division
ATEH:  AVDF-QC DOT
AP0 San Francisco 9037h

0= Cormundlng General
United States 1ilitary Assistance Command, Vietnem
STTN:  HACT 343 . \
AP0 SBaun Francisco 96222

1o (U) OVERATION: VIRNON LAKE I,

2, (€} DATES OF OPERATIOL: 25 Oct 68 te 2 mov 68,

3. (C) LOCATIGH: Phaes I: Song Va Vallayj Phass II: DL LO-TO DI
Mountain srea West of Quang Ngal City. (Map Shoebs: 67381 and 66393,
Series LTOLL),

o (C) CONLIAND HEADWUARTERS: J1th Inf Dds, Americal Tivision.,

5o (C)} HEPORTING OFFICER: Col Johu W, Donaldeon,

6. (C) TASK ORGAITZATIO.I:

Fhase I: 3d Bastelion, lat Infentry Pit C-26 Fogr
lgth Battalion, 3d Infentry

Thaoo IX: 34 Battalion, 1st Infantry () B Co
hth Battalion, 3d Infanizy
ist Battaliocn, 204k {nfantry (=) € Co
Ay B, and € Troops, 1ot Cavalry Sguadron {(+) D Co,
3d Battalion, lst Infantay.

CROUP 4
Lomypgraded At 3 Tear Intervals
Declassitied Aftor 12 Yeavs
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SUBJECT: Combal Cperations After Action Report

7. (C) SUPFORTING FORCES:

8. Artillery:
(1) Direct Support Artillery for Vernon Leke I.

DATE UiTT FROY T0:
25 OCT Beb-ll 12 DOTTIE LZ BULLDOG (BS633557)
25 OCT D511 12 DOTTIE LZ DAUCER (BS675402)
29 OCT P61 1.z BULLDOG 1z PEPPER (BSL9S5716)
30 OCT D613 LZ DANICER LZ PEPPER (BSL95715)

(2) The divect support artillery batteries of the 6-11th Artillexy
deployed on 25 Oct 1968, D Battery moved fiom LZ DOTTIE {BS631.85L) at 0800
hrs and closed LZ DALCER by 1200 hrs., B Battery mowed from LZ DOTTIE at
1200 hrs 4o L7 BULLDOG and closed 1600 brs. On 29 Oct at OUCO hws B Balitery
moved vy CH-L7 to L2 PEPPER and closed by 1200 brs. 0On 30 Oct a% 1300 hes,
D Batbery was airlifted to L2 FETFER and clozed ad 1800 hreo

(3) ROUNDS EXPENDED:
(2) Dattery B 172
(b) Bastery D _ By

() ATURE OF TiRGETH: Scheduled fives and support targebs wors fived
by both batieries of 105 Howitzers throu:hout the operation., Support nissions
were in the forn of LZ preps and contacht nissions. Acquirad torpess were
ploticd by the Drigade 52 on knoin and suspected cnany boze camps anl on
infilteation end oxfiltration routes leading into the plains zrea vost and
southwest of Quang Hgal City.

(5) THMELDIESS AWD EFFECTIVENESE :

(a) Response to calls for fire and foruard observer adjustments to
include adjustments made by serisl ohservers wag accuralte ond rapid throughn~
cut the operation. Quang Npgal a2irfield was wsed as a fovwerd cupply point,
and smniition vas moved by CY-L7 from this loecation to the IMye Suprors
Bases thereby reducing resupply tine., Bocavse of tho adequate smounbs of
smaanlion maintained on the Fire Suppert Dases {(PSB) there 1ore no e
gency xesuppllies floun during the operation., There wers no {risndly cos-
valties esused by artillery fire dusing Vernon Lake T.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

(b) The only difficulty arose when two batteries were co-located om
FSB FEFFER. Due to the fact that each battery was in dizect svuppnzt of
differcnt infaniry battallons, check fires uwore frequent, and at times,
increased the rounds on tarpget time.

b AIR SUPPORT: T7th Alr Foxrce.

(1) Air support consisted of 6 B-52 Strikes and 69 forward alr cous
trolled preplanned and immediate alr strikes,

(2) The 11th Bde's Tactical Air Control Party consloted of Forward
Air Controllers of the 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron.

(3) Both preplanned and immodlate air strikes were timely and effective
assisting immensely in the success of the Cparation.

(L) PResultss KBA 20, structures destroyed 23, sccondaxry explesicas 10,
bupkers destroyed 98, tunuele 5, fox holes destroyed 53,

c. ARMY AVIATIGN:

(1) The I4th Combat Aviation Battalion provided helicopter suppors for
Operation Vernon Lake I. X7hth Assault lelicoptor Company supported the
operation with 1ift helicoptore (UHIH) for air assonlt and commnd and
control. hallcoptors for each battnlion thronghout the oporstim. CH-47
alrerait were ueed exbengively for troop movement, artillery movemsnt and
resupply of fire support bases (FSB). Those ajreratt provided the meobilliy
and flexibility sasentdal to the oporation.

(2) Aero Scouts of the 123d Avlation Bn were usod extensively for
reconnzissance.

8. (C) INPELLICRICE: See Annex Cs

9. (C) IESSIMs Jlth Inf Bde realigns forces in the DUC PHO AO and employs
two infefixy pattalions in the Song Ve Valley and sebsequently in the nountain
arca woesh of Quang lipai City to find, fix and desiroy elemsnts of the 3d NivA
Divislon,

10. (C) COICEPT OF OPERATION:

Fhase I: (250600H Oct 68 to 290700H Oct G8) Follewing six B-G2 Strikes
on 2ly Cet the Xhth Bde atbacks at 250815 Cet 68 with 3«L Inf conxlucting mul-
tiple combat assewlits (CA) inko LZ VOLUW 'TER, LZ JIOTITATNEER, LZ VILDCLT and
Lz BULLDOG and establishes TSB on L2 NULLDOG. L-3 Inf conducits muliiple
canbat ansanlis (CA) 25070014 Oct 68 into §LZ LOIGHORY , L2 RAZORBACK and L2
DANICER to exploit B«52 Strikes ond establish FSB on LZ DAICER. 24 ARVN Diviaion
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SUBJIECTs  Qombnt Cperations After Actlion Dsport

bicelm uxrth end of Song Ve Valley with cne lnfaatey battallion vicinliy
BE5R0585. AL LZ'% prepped with edr sirikes and arilllerr fives (See
Ovexday 3, Annex A).

Flzee IX:  (2507C0H to 012L400H Hov 68) A3~ Inf covducts CA into LZ
PEPPLER to scoure for FEB, Campanles C and D, 3=l In? canduet CA*s inbo IZ
APPLE ond sueep oast, Be3=l Iof OFCON o A~k Cave bL-3 Inf conducts radtiplo
CA'™s into L4 GRAPE, L2 LW, LZ PEAR and sveep easte 1wl Caw and B=3=l QOICGI
%o 1lth Bide suceps west in gone. 24 ARVIY Divislon cooperates by condueting
oparabions soubh of k=1 Cave All L2%s prepped with alr strdkes and artillery
fives (Sce Overlay 2, Annex A).

Lax ot o) o

e (C) EMRCBTICH:

8o 25 Qe G

(1) 3=J Inf: A Co eonducted a GA fyraa L2 DRACO! o 3.7 DULLDOG (BS633557).
The .2 wes ecld zad A Co »ewpined a8 securliy for PSR BULLDOG. B Qo comduched
8 C& froa 14 LEZ 40 12 NOWEATHER (BS62054A)e The 32 wes oodd apd B On
slovted 4o sugap weabhe. A% 3112 byo vie BPSOIRGSL P Co engzged X VE avpding
#esvdeipg In ) VO ETA. B Co had mo fupther eanitaeth thaoughont the day and
ebablifind o Night Dafonae Pozition. (NIP) af BS523522, € (o eondueded o CA
Sroa LE TEZ to a oold LZ VOLUHCER 533655;‘?@35) then emdeahed o Foeveh miweioa
SW ho tho'ie Hipgh' Defenca Peonltiocn (WOP) vie DEG2TH2T wlih nepebive comiimch.
B Co eendtinfad 2 04 Jven LE DRAGHT So LZ DIIDGAT {BSG57529). which nwas nnid
and condiznied & rosreh misslon wost €0 a Woht Dofenge Dosliian [NNP) DL6L352T
wlth negativs contegh. ROE VL mored by oir fxom LZ LIZ2 to FOR DUIDCG and
a3gigtad in the cocurlty of the Five Suppat lace.

(2} L2 Inf: A Co condeched a Ch from 172 DRGICO %o Lo LOUGIOMT (BUGOSNTS) o
Tho L2 wias codd end A Co suept N o a NIP vie DIGSSHTS wiih pegabive contazb.
B Co conducicd 2 Ch fron LZ DRGUCO %o LZ DAUGER {RS6TSL02). The L4 wos eold
apd B Go catablishod a parimabor securdng thoe epep Lor the estebllolmcat of
TR AREL, € Co conduckad #n alr move Loem 12 DRONCO into the securad LI
LGIGHCAN, Shen woved south te a WDP vie BRCOUIES with nepabive copbach, D o
candueted a €L frum 12 BRONCO inbo LY RAZCGDACK (BSG3ISLLS). Tbe LY was cold,
but a8 the 7L 2bips wers leaving the srea they recaived soma pround Tire
frem ap wnietoridoed Joosdion. D Cofn subacquent move Ho o UWP vie Lu630135
peoduced po eondack,. ROU Fid was fleo inke 12 RAZOUBACK while It Qo wop
cecuring 4% then patrolled souih %o BSSIOLIN with nepative contact.

b, Z& Cab 60;
WP T
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(1) 3=) Inft A Co remained as securdiy of FSB BULLDOC. B Co conducied
a macon in forca to BSG1SSL0 then conductad a CA to a cold LZ vie DS615LE3.
From the 12,0 Co aoved west to a P vie DEGO24L02 with negative contact.
C Co moved SW from pravious IPP. At 1150 heys vic DS624505 ¢ Co engaged 1 ¥C
veswibing dn 1 VO KIA, 1 VC Flag and come docwnenis capturede A% 1265 Iws
vie 12026507, C Co enmaged 3 VC resuliing in 3 VC KIA and the capture of nore
docunenta, Contimulng to search the gencwal avea, C Co engaged 1 VO evading
at 1321 brs vle D3625508 reculting In X VO XA, lNoving on tarard the Uesiy
C Co engascd 4 VG vie DSGL3503 resulbing in L VC KIA and the dlscovery of
2,000 xbs of ricoe. C Co burined the huts in ¢he ares expieviencing tuo secordary
pxplosions.  Schrapnel fi‘om the secondary exploalons wounded (mlnor) one
soldier in 8 Co. € Co clozsd into e UDP wie DIG02502. D Co imoved wost Lron
the provicus 0P vile BS6LLS23. At 1510 hes -vle BS629530 D Co found what
apposred %0 have been an enewy boge camp Ultb L0 foxholos. They alzo famé
raversl roveds of O6UGILI Hortar ammmition in caonisters in the sweea but nmude
negebive conbact. D fo closed into = NDP wie 85633528, R Flt provided
oecurdity for FSD BULLDOG snd conduclbed localized patrols with nepstive
conLacte

(2) he3 Infs A Co moved MW frem BSO5SLTS teo a IDP wis BS63I2LB3 with
negabive contacts DB Co coablunucd securiiy mission of FSP DAUCER, € Co aoved
a1 feon BUGOLLGG, Ab 3300 hee D Co and BCU Pk conductind a GA Ando a cold
1.2 vic BSGLINTE nod then condivmed the cwabat swoop. A 1YS5 bys vie BSO32L72
D Lo ongaped 1 V6 sradieg resudiing dn L T KId. The VO wen wiacing a green
voifomm, pietol balh aed cawsicd ) AK-KT megazinois. D Co and ACU PA% cooupdsd
a NDP via B5635LWTTA

Co -?-Z Ocb 633

(1) 3-1 Inf: A Co contimusd the securiiy miaslon at FOB BULLDOG. B Co
moved east to aszist in the Domb Damage Aveasements (DDA} of B-52 (Ave Lits)
strikon with negativs resulis thon moved 4o a IIDP vie BSOA2LS9. C Co engaped
1 YC gveding roapulidng in 3 Y ETA,  C Cp eontimisd 40 mowe with no furtbey
condeot and eatrblishad & VDY vie BSGLZL92. D Co nwvod 1T oloag a atvosn
Led frem DEGIES2B de o WDP wie DS625535 wilinoab noking ceonback. B Sl
contiovsd Lecnl pyiralling and securdiiy of FEB DUGLDOG. The (0 holicopbon
ot 1325 hoo vie BUOEO5T6 cngnged 1 VO ovadieg weauliing dn 1 TC @TA and at
1550 hre vie D065MEL found L VC KIA end one 136 Rifls.

(2) =3 Inf: A, C; D Co's and RCY PRV conducted swseps to dedersdng
BDA $ram B-52 atwlkes. Tho faollowing was found: :

(20 Ties vie DSG304T7T 1 Co found 1 VG EB&
09230 Iea vic BS620473 D o found 3 VC T4 in a prave
0935 live vie BSAIOLTE BGY Flt found 1 VC KBA
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1iG) Dre vie BS62BLT3 A Co found 6 NVA KBA and 3 VC KBA

1200 I vic BSO3LNLT9 A Co found ono E-di); Rifle

1515 Bre vie BS6314T79 A Co found 8 UVA KDA

1516 Hes wie DS627L2ly AERO Scouts found 3 NVA KBA and 1 VC KTA
1530 firs vie BS631476 D Co found 3 NVA KA

B Co conblmied sccurdty of I'SB DANCER.
<do 28 (#5330 68‘2

(1) 3«1 InZ: A Co continued security of FSD BUILLDOG. B Co moved to a
PZ vle BS615505 then air moved to Quang lgal and beceme OFCON to L~k Cave
¢ Co searched lorth from BSGL2LS6 to BS6IS5LL with nepgative contact, D Co
noved sonth from BS625536 to BS615517 with nopative contact. REY Pli eone
dueted Jeoecaliged patrolling and security of FSB DULLDOG. At 09h5 hrs wie
BS6LI560, RAT b engaged 2 VC resulidng in 2 VG KIA.

(2} L3 Inf: A Co continued DD of B-52 stxrlles nowing scublzrest fran
BS633483. A% 08LE Yws vie BSS39L8L A Co found 1 iJVA XBA in e cave, and 1530
hra vic BSG38LGT discovered 1 i7VA XRA in o shallew prave with miscallanecus
SA amio and equiprnente B Co conbioved secwrdby mission of FSB DAICER. C
Co moved I from DS63TW59 along the yiver wlth negative contact. D Co and
RCH PiL noved topether initially W o DS6294B82 then chaugad the divection
of thoir search to the Southwost, AT 1310 hrs via DS6ITHTG, RCU Flt found
2 veapon cache containing 8 SK5 Rifles, 6 el Carbines, 2 French Sulmachino
guns, aidd 1 AKeh7, ' ‘

(3) Sugporiing Adceraft: A% 0930 hrs vie BSSTB8L2L, ths Aere Soombs
engaged 5 VA evading weswliting in & NVA EIA, At 1285 lwe vie RS525750
FAU Cav rocelved SA five from peveral pesitlons, Fire was returned ree
aulting in 1 VC JA,

e 29 0ct GO

(2) 3<% Tufs A Co econducted a CA into a cold LZ Vie DSLLTTIS and
getablished FSB VEYFER, B Co OPCOAY to 1-1 Cav. € Co condnched a8 GA dinteo
a o0ld L7 vie DSULSTHS and bogan a cambet sozrch of the grza. At 1400 hrs
wie BSLETL2, C Cn enpared 2 VC hlding in o hdls resulting in 2 VC KA.

At 1602 s vie DSLLSTSS an olament of C Co engnpsd & VG dn A funrel remliding
in 1 V€ KId. An hour later at DSHSL763 en ewading VC was engsced by C Co
resulidng 42 1 VC XIA. D Co ecndmeted & GA luto s cold LZ at ESKLETG5,
At 1600 bz vie BSWS3TST, D Co engageda VC in a tumeel roesulidag ian 1'VC
KIA. RGN FLi air noved to FSB FEFFER %o provids: ecuriiy.

6
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SUBJECT: Cambal Operations After Action Repart

(2) lL=3 Inf: A Co moved from BS6234Th Southeast on a combat searche
At 1100 hrs Vie DE63LL52, A Co found 1,000 1bs of rice and mlscellanoows
equipment vhich they destroyed. B Co condueied security of KSB DAIICER.
CCo conducted an alrmove to BSHLSTUS and tas placed OPCON to 3=l Info D Co
& BCH 7hi noved fron DEG234Th South to NS62Li69 then SE along the river
rith negaiive conbacta

(3) 11 Cav: A, B and C Trps with De3=l Inf OPCON erossed LD vie Fill
10{DE6972) at 0830 hrs and conducted a combat sueep to the est. The folw
louing contacts were made:

1215 hrs 3e-3»1 vie DS556753 engaped 2 VO evading 2 VO KIA

1250 hrs Delel vic DS584751 enaged 1 VO evading 1 VC ITIA

1335 hrs Belel vic DS584751 enga;ed 1 VC evading 1 VC KIA
1330 krs C-l=l vie BS569752 engaged 1 VG evading 1 VG IJA
1535 hre o3l vie ES3LI760 found 1 BAR

1615 kxs A-lel vic 15528715 engaged 1 VC evadingl VC KIA

1645 hrs B=lsl vie BS5507L2 found 1 homenmade mortar tube.

17h3 hrs De3w-l wic DBS5N65KI engaged 1 VC evading 1 VC KIA

(L) Supporting Adreraft: AL 08h0 mra, F/8 Cav vie DS585738 had o
helicopter shot dam by SA fire. Gunshlps providad ajx cover imediately
aad the crew vas mxtracted with no cesunaltles, The Infantry Platoon of /8
Cav was inserted to secure the gircraft and at 1206 hrs the aircraft vas
extracted without complications. At 1015 hrs vie BS575572, qunshipa of F/B
Cav engased 10 VC writh weapons resulting 1 VC KTA. At 1040 hrs Aexo Scouts
engaged 1 7C evading vice BSUB8T786 resulting in 1 VC ITA. 4% 1105 hvs the
Aero Scouts enzared another VC evading vie BSLUS772 resulting in 1 VO KJA.

£ :;‘:3’ 0ot 68!

(1) 3-1 In®: A Co end RGI plt contdmued to secure FU3 Pepper. € and
D Co's with C=l=3 Inf OPCON conducted a combat sweep east through grids

BSk575 and BEh576. At 1045 hre vwic BSISKT63 C-3«l Inf engaged 1 VC ovading
resulting Ja 1 VC KIA, C»3-l Inf engaed anotlen evading VC at 1107 hra

7
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rosuliing in 1 VC KIAs Cul+3 In? enpaged s VC vie BSUSLT63 rosulting in

1 VC KT4 and at 1140 hrs vic BSL52763 D=3=l Inf dlscovercd 4 VC KBA. lo
further action wue experienced on the combat sweep. At L0011 hre the C-C
holicopier of 3L Inf engaged 2 evading VC vic 331;59?1;3 resulting in 2 VC XIA,

(2) h=3 Inf: A Co conducted a CA to a cold LZ at 3SLLST95 then cone
ducted a combat timep to the East. At 1617 hrs vie DSL57782, A Co detained
14 VCS, one of which was wovnded.. B Co conducted a CA fron FSR DAIICTR to a
cold L7 ai DShNT772 then sonducted a #whad sweop L. Ab 221h hrs vie
B3LLT758 D Co engajed L VC evading resulting in 1 VC XA AL 1505 hrs vie
BShiL6776, B Co engagred 1 VC evading resulbing in 1 VC XIA. D Co cooducted
a 04 from DSO3THL3 62 a cold T2 ot DSI3787 then conductod a cambat sweap oaast

wlith vepative contact. RO Flb was air nowed fron BS63ITHL3 to FSB DANCER

£or securiby during the deye A% 1830 hrs RO Pi4 tms alrldfted to LZ IMGICO
thus, Loamwioabing cperations al FSB DAIICER.

(3) 1-1 CAV: A Trp corducied a combat suesp from 15520725 through grids
BS5273 wnd 5373. At 1730 hra vie DBS53573L, A Trp engaged 3 VC resulting in
2 ¥C TA. D Trp conductod n cabat eweep feon 5ST7hO to ordd DSShThe Ab
IS4G bra wie NSLLOTHG, D Tep enceced 1 VO svadiu, resulting in 1 v EFA and
at 1G4S han vie DSS36TLE had 2 US WA £ron enmgy GA £ilree C Trp, with Delsl
Iaf, condncted a cabat oweep from DSHLLTHL through grids 395279 and 57k
A% I8 Twn wio BR52075%, © Tep eogaped L VO evading resuiiing in 3 VC XYA.,
A% 13.22 hra vig BS522753 enpaged amother evadipg VG resulling tn 1 V0 KIA.

(2} Trp engaged 2 VC trying Lo evwade at LOLS e wie 3SH32T53 resulbting ia
2 VO Rid.

(L) Supportivg Adreraft: At C900 hrs wic DSUSTTE8 the Aero Scouts
alscovared X VC KiA., At 1005 brs at 510753, 7'/0 Cav cujuged 2 VC evading
resulbing in 2 VC IA, A% 04O hrs the Aero Scouts engored 1 VO evading Vie
BSh52762 cosulbing in L VO KA. F/8 Cav engaged an  evading VC ab 1347 hrs
vie DSH25753 vooulting In 1 VO LI,

Go 3L Ocht 681

(1) 3L Inofs & Co and RCN Pt securod FED FEPPERe o Co wis veloosed
from OPCAY to 1~ Cav and wes airdifted fron JC505THO to L7 DROIICC. Tho
alrlify win eomplote at A750 hre, € Co conducied a eoabel mmep eash through
gedan WEhT73, W772, 4872, K073, A% 1530 hrs Vie 39300725, € Co roeelved SA
five rosulding in X US WHA. Tive was retarnod with woknowmn resndis, D Co
ecoudetiod o combab evasp thwouph pelda DSLOTH,. kG2, LWTT5. A% 225D wrs
Vie ESh80FE5, D Co engeged J. VC evsding remiddiog dn 1 ¥C KIA.

ColNFLPENT I HL
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(2} L=3 Inf: A Co conducted 2 cambab sweep through grids BSLST77, L878
and 4978, At 1035 brs vie DSKH0T79 A Co enptured a woumded VCS. A% 1855
hra, A recelved S4 fire from I3WO4TT9 resvliing in X U5 Uil 3 Co cone
ducted o combal siweep thrvough grids DSLSTT and LT7T with negative contacte
C Co conducled & cabat cweep throvgh crids BELGTh and U775, 4t 1235 hrs,
vie DShEBT22, C Co received SA fire vesuliing dnm 1 US WHA, Fire was raturned
with unlnown yesulis. D Co conducted a combat sweep in dd 394777 and ab
1420 ten wile BShT270k detonated a beoby tropped band prenade resulding in
1 US Kid, Mo furthor contach was mada. The ROI Plt was airvlifted ivom
LZ PRGICO 0 FSB PEFFER, then conducied s CA inho a eold L% at BSL53773.
A comhal, evmop was made of the erea with pegative conbacte

(3) 1-L Cav: A Trp conducted s combabt sweep fron DS51573L to the Vie
of B35373 with negative contact. 73 Trp conducted a combab sueep firon
nS525755 o rrid BSE37S. At 0806 hrs vie 38518752 B Trp epngaged 2 VG rose
ulting in 2 1C KTA., C Trp conducted g combat sweep from DShBSTLS to prid
NSHLTh with negative contact. Al Cav terminated operations im Vernon Laim
I as of 1900 hrs.

ho 2 llov 082
(1) 31 Iufs 3+ Inf concluded operaticns in Vernon Lake I sud cone
ducted an ailrlift to the DUC PHO AD 4o ossume raesgponsibility fer thedh AO.

(2) I»3 Inf: A Co ccnducted a coubalh sweop from 7S)9278L to BS505760
with yegative comtaci. I Co gorducted a comdat sweep fron SUT2779 to
Bsh98760 with e ative contocts C Co conducted a cambat @ireop fran WLT2750
b0 BE500T6L., A% 1930 hrs vie DSh98762, C Co enrered 1 V3 eveding voesuliing
Inl ¥C Kide D Co conducted a combab seep fron ShT72776 to DESUETON with
nogative conbochte The BGI Pl condeoted & combat sweon {vua DSLT27T6 to
Bsl98760 uith ve:ative contacte

(3) =20 Tnf: The 4~20 Inf conducted an alrlift from DUC THI0 A0 into
the Vernon Loke I A0 cecsing responsibility Zor the DIC DIO AO and comencing
operations Vernon Lake I, The tattalion winnsg € Co was sirlificd inko L7
FEPPER wud thoe wmovemont was carmplete 1500 hrs. AL wndts of 1-20 Tuf prow
pared for future oparetions. A% 1642 hre vie D3LT5T65, B Co engaged soveral
g}(ife&dﬁmg yesulting in 2 VC KIA. There was no furthor contach dn the 1w20

. Qo

i, .g'ilw 68:

Oparation Vernon Lake I terminated 020500 llov 1960,

9
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12, (C) RESULTSS

8o, Iriendly casuglties far Vernon Lake I:

3wl Inf 1 WHA (E)
liw3 Inf 1 KA 3 wHA (E)
Jel Cav 2 vHA (E)

bs Lnemy cumlative resulte for Vernon lLake I. (See Amnox C, Intelligenca)
13. (C) LOCISTICS: See Annex B.
1, (C) SPECIAL EQUIMTIT AND TECUIQUSS: TOB Equipment, standard tactles

and technigucs normally related to airmoblle counterinsurgency tarfare were
used duping this operation.

15, (C) COLIAIDERS MIALYOIS: Operation VIAUIGR LAKE I wvas envisioned as

a spolling: attack a/ainst a concentration of cuery forces vhols appsrent
mission was an attack 2ined at Quang Npal City. Intensification of
intelligence secldong operations in the form of Long Range leccnnaissance
Patrols and Sodffer wlssions navroved the aroa of troop coucontration and
enabled the gelection of primary tar els for 352 ARC LITE strilkes. VLENOU
LAKE I con enced, ismcdiately followin, the conplotfidlen of the fipral ARC LITh,
by ecombat azsauliin; clements of two battaliops into the area suppceied of
belng the enemy twoop locationse It was appavent that the eneiy was sta dng
in a fomuard Lase for deployment in Hhe inediate future, The ARC LITE
Strikes vore well plotied and ore of the boros alnost completely desitroyed
an occupied encny batvalion base campe. Alter C€onpletely evaluabing the

ARC LITE arca both babialionc pressed on to find and fix the reuaining
eneny forcee. MHawevery, the ceneny elected to gvold contact and only spaise
cantacts were mode throughout the vemainder of thepperation,

6. (C) ROCOLIIDACIOS: It ds hipghly recomended that when intcilicence
sources indicaie a bulldup of encmy force in a cilven avea exbensive
intelligencoe pabvhering operatlons such as ILRIP ox Cniffer flights he ilrme=-
dietely cmployed to pin-point the ensuy location and then systematleally
employ ARC LITE Utrikes followed by treop employment in the ares fio ascess
the effectn, I¥ 13 Durilayr recomended that if enemy forcos coneentrabe

10
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in a given areca spoiling attacks be employed to destroy his farces apnd

to'@lsrupt his schedule, The maximm use of mobility through combet asseulis
enables US Torces to .outmancuver the enemy uvhenover he can be locoted.

(o o
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4 Incl pafeat
ANNEXFES : / Colonel, Infantry
A=Opn Overlay Com:anding
B-Logistics
C~Intelligence
DwSipnal

11

C oyFIDENTIAE



w& . : , -

CONFIPENTIT AL

(C) AMNNEX B (Logistics) to Cambat Operations After Action Report
" (VERNON LAKE I)

1. (C) The logistical support for Operation VERNGN LAKE I is best understood
if broken down into three general areas:

a, Establishment and stockage level for the FSE located at Quang Ngai.
b, Resupply of infantry battalions and artillery batteries,

. o FEstablishment and maintenance of 11th Infantry Brigade CP at LZ Bulldog
al‘!i LZ Peppel‘o

2. (C) GUANG NGAI:

a. The FSI. at Quang Ngai was establlished on 14 October in antieipation
of Operation VEENOK LAKE I. The FSE received replenishment of stockapge objec-
tives and its initial stockage from Chu lai. A water purification point was estab-
lished by Company C, 26th Engineer Battalion, Also, a brigade clearing station

was planned for should it be requiredc

were as follows:

The stockage objJectives at Cuang Ngai

DODAC ITEL STOCKAGF. OBJICTIVE
A131 CTG 7.62mm MLB 4~1 §00,000
Al165 CIG 7.62mn Mini 200,000
H}.;% Rkt 20'75mn 500
B572 CTG L4Omm/Linked 18,000
(955 Gren Hd Smk (Violet) AR
G950 Gren Hd Smk (Red) 144
1,07 Flare Acft (MK2L4) %6 -
CLL5 CTG 105 HF 3,400
CLL9 CTG 105 111 200
CL52 CTG 105 Smoke 200
CL5L CTG 105 WP 200
DsLY, CTG 155 HE 1,200
D550 CTG 155 WP 100
D505 CTIG 155 111 100
N/A CTG 155 111 100
N/A JPL 20,000 Gal
N/A MOGAS 1,000 Gal
N/A C-Rations/LRP Rations 9,000 meals

b. The stockage objectives at Ouang Ngal were maintained by coordination
of the 6th Support Battalion with Americal Division Transportation and

Amnunition Oﬂ’icers°

GROUP 4
Downgraded st 3 Year Intervale
Declasgified After 12 Years
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() A.3X B (Logistics) Continued,
3. (C) The infantry battalions were supported logistically, rrimarily frem
LZ Bronco; FSB LZ Dancer for 4th Bn, 3d Inf and FSB L2 Bulldog for 3d Bn,
1st Inf,

8o The materiel requirements for establishing an infantry battalion
fire support base were as follows:

ITEM UANTITY

Sandbags . 25,000 ea
goncertig? : g gleevna ea
Mickets 55 enm
Pickets 3° : 222 ea
Culverts 60" ' 60 ea

be The average daily resupply for each infantry battélion» was as follows:

IIF QUANT ITY
C-Rations ’ - 127 cases
A-Liationa 1,000 1bs
Water . 1005 gal

. @, Ammnition resupply for the two artillery batteries (D, 6/11 at LZ
Dancer and B, 6/11 at LZ Bulldog) was accomplished primarily from the Quang
Ngai FSE by Chinook sling load, Back-up resupply for the units was handled
from the Jst Logistical Command ASP located at LZ Bronco (these figures are
not available)., However, the daily average resupply for the artillery bat-
talion from the Quang Ngal FSE, was as follows:

ITCH QUANTITY
Anmo L80 rounds
C-Rations 32 casges
Water 1,000 gal

Lo (C) Brigade CP at LZ Bulldog:

| a. The 11th Infantry Brigade CP was established at LZ Bulldog on 25 October
by elements of HHC, 11th Infantry Bripade and other designated individualse

b, The 1lth Infantry Brigade CP was moved fram L2 Bulldog to LZ Pepper on
29 October 1968, by elements of HHC, 11th Infantry Brigade,

CONFLAENTITAL
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(c) AMNEX B (Logistics) continued,

d, HHC was responsible for resupply of C-ltations for personnel of the 1lth
Infantry Brigade CP. Other supplies were furnished by the 3d Battalion, 1st
Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade.

5, {(C) Individuals werc recuired to deploy with 1} basic load of ammo and
battalions were required to transport a modified basic load to new firebases

(modified by unit, based on experience factor).

6, (C) HNo major logistical problems were exporienced during Operation VEINON
LAKE I, However, continued use of pre-packaging materiels and pre-cut bunkers
reduces waste as well as helicopter sorties, Blivits (500 gal and 250 gal)

are indispensable on fire bases, especially during inclement weather conditions.
Lvery effort should be made to pre-stock a minimum of seven (7) days of supply
on all fire bases,

3
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(C) ANNEX C (Uelligence) to Afier Action Report (Vernon Lake #1)

3. (C) WRATHER AND TERRAIN:

8, Wegbhors The weather during the operation was generally favorable
from »id movming to dusk, Skles were generally cloudy to partly cloudy and
visibllity was good, Precipitation occurred as followss on 26 Ock very
1ight raimshoveras from OC00H to 2000H; on &% Qui occasional wery light
drigele fram 0900H o 10CMH3 on 31 Oct very light drisgzle from CSOOH to ORKH
end 1ligib rainshowsrs fran 1300H te 120K ; on 1 Nov very light drlazzle from
D600H to I000H and cccasional wery light raim fram 1300H ¢o 18COH.

b, Terrain:

~ {3) TFira} phaso of Verncn Lake #I (exploitation of Aze Light buxes
vicinity BS63LT) o

(2) The major portion of the operational srea was composed of rugged
acuntaing with steep ravines covered by denee undergrowth and singls and

dauble canopy forast, Movanent was restricted except in the valleys and
along trailas

(p) nifact on enemy courens of action: Thae operaticne) area siffarded
the saemy the capehility ol movanent relstively frea from obhaexvatian., The -
densa wadergrowth and shayp ravines provided the snemy numercus aress in
whiech tn hide %o avoid cantact,

{¢) Fifect om friendiy coivees of zetion: The naturs of vhe terrain
raestrinted ground movement of friemdly forces, Movement was necszssrily slow
and vislbllity, observation and fields of Dire were restrictied Ly the naturs
of tha térrain,

(2) S8econd phase of Vornon Loke #1 (aiterapt to meke catact with the
2nd Regimant vicinity BS5270),

(s) fhe terrain in this arsa is flat and broken by dense hedgerows
in the wicinity of hamlete, Thore are lavge nvmbers of Tico peddies, mmy-
of them ghandoned, vhich makes rap!d movecmenis in the aren possible.

() Gffeut on eneny courss of action: Duae %90 the fled and relstively
pan terralan enay movement during daylight hours was exiremely restricted.
Huadgerows around hamlets provided emwelleni cover and defenslve posdtions
for un:i.ta,’;. _ '

(¢) ¥%Efect om Lriendly courses of action: The terraln offered no
nrjor rbiglacle to fivlendly wovenmcy howsver, tShe numercus hedgerows made
swaeping cperaticng throngh 7illagee dlfflenit %o cuntrol end temded o
force ashions into humerias equeld slze engagensnis-
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2, PRELIMINARY INTELLIGENCEs

a. Intelligence indicated the presence of ssvaral VC/NVA wnits (see
24 below) in thie area prior to the inftistion o2 the operatian, Tt %s
probable that thess units were effscling resupply snd consolidetion in
preparation for oparsticme slong the voastal plain? o thalr easd aad acith
during tho monason eeasan, Probablo ubjcttlves were Quapg Ngal city sl
Nghis Hann city,

b, Imtelligence indiceted the preobance of fortifled positions and bass
camps within the general area, Heavy trall sctivity leading into the area
was cbeorgad 7 - 10 deys prior o tho operatian.

€~ Enomy Capabilitiess

(1) Conduct resupply and conaslidation in preparation for attacks on
Quang Ngal and Nghia Henh,

{2) Conduct attacke and ambushes sgainst friendly forcom and LZS.

(3) Evade friendly forces and =void contact.
d. Enemy disposition and strenghh:

UNTT LOCATICH STRENGIH
4nd VC Regl, 34 KVA Div PSE269 1325
glst LT VC Baltelim BS5154 210
83rd LT ¥ Babtaldwn BSSA5T 250
C18 LF V¢ Campzny [IRETE 100
0GB LF VC Sapper Cempany B&6653 65

3~ (C) Develipment: of Intelligsuces

a. ‘The first phaee of Vernon Lake #I (25 Cet Lo 28 Cet) consistad of

the exploitstion of six Arc Light bomes which were struck in the Song Ve
Valley vieinity BS63,7 on 24 Oet, The boxee wore zirvuck because intelligonce
sources during the previcus fuur (4) weoks $ndicaied ths preserce of a ¥4,/NVA
bage camp in tha area, A VO/NVA bese casp leeated in the tovgsl eres rvas

95% destruyed. 170 Tour Lo five men bunkers, 50 foxholos, and mumerans
tunele were destroyeds The ledge tn a muunieln wes sheared off and hwriad
porticas of tho base camp under tons of rook and seil. 18 NVA and 4 WO
bodies dere found in the base camp.

b, The accond phage of Vernenm Lake #1 (29 Ot to 2 Nov) canslstad

of sn attempt Lo make contect with major elements of the 2nd regimeniy
3rd NVA Divielon bslieved to be locoted in the Jong Tra RKhue river valley
vicinity BSE270, No significant contacio wore nade,

| 2
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4., (C) CONCLIISIONS:

a. Though Opsratio Vernon Lake #I wes conducted in an area which
intelligence Jndicated to be an enany resupply and consolidation ares,
there wore no significant contacts established nor were large food or
weapons cachas discovered,

b. Theo willingness of VC/NVA forces to sllow sweep cperations to
be conductud in such an area indicated an overriding desire on his part to
avold coniact.

¢. This operation caused the VC/NVA to relocate large numbers of
troops ~ad supplies thereby disrupting his timetable for offenaive actione
along (ne ecastal ares during the monsoon season,

5. (%) FNEMY LOSSES:

&, Psisonnal:

NVA/VC KIA , 27/68
NVA/VC PW 2/0
Civil Defendants 6

b. EBEjuipmént:
(1) Captured:

Weapons: Miscellaneouss
Individugl 23 82 Mortar Sight 1
Crew Served 1 82MM Bipod 1
82¥M Rounds 8
Rice 5000 1lbz
Documents 50 1be
{2) Destroyed:
Waapons 1 Homemades Martar Tube Cluthings
Ammunitions BYA Und forms 5
Black Pajamas 17
-105MM Rounds 2
82MM Rounds 10 Food: Rice 4300 lbs
752 Rounds
AX=47 Rounds 10 ?Z
M~60 Rounds
CHICOM H/Gren
H=26 H/Gren

3
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Mintodlaneonss

Amwmwmition Beotes
Pisiel Balts

HYA Canveena

RYA Ness Kite
NYA Packe

¥VA Heluels
Ponchos
Bucksecks

gh}m\nww FXE

¢, Structuress

Huteg Destroyed 23
Tunngls Destroyed 5

-

DATE ‘LOCATION
25 st D3621458

25 Qct BS615L60
26 Oet B5613503
27 0ot RBS662405
30 0ct BSL 64766
21 gt 85454803
01 Yov 834987682
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AE=47 Amyinition Pouches %
AX=47 Magaxzines 6
M-16 Megasgines 3
S7HR Canisters 13
60MM Cenisters 6
Hommoeks 3
Shovels 12
Sampens 1
Bunkers Daatroyed 98
Foxholes Dastegiad 53

é, Secondary Explosions/Fires from Airstrikes or Artillery:

DESCRIPTION

2 Secaondavy Txaploaions

2 Secandary Erplosiens/2Sscondery Firss
2 Secondary Explosicns

1 Secondary Explosiuas with shite amoke
1 Secondary Explosion

1 Secendary Ixplosion/l Secondary Fire
1 Secondary Explesion

DONALDSON
GOk

&
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WD) ANNEX D (Signal) to Combat Operations Commnications Mission (After
Action Report, VERNON LAKE I)

1, (C) COMMUNICATIONS MISSION: Install, cperate, and meintain communi-
calinns facilities in suvport of the 11th Inf Bde durine conduct of VERNCN
LAKE I,

2, (C) THE COMMUNICATIONS MEANS:

a. Phage I: IM wag the means of communicatlons to 1ith Inf Pde Main,
and to the Inf Bns. The C&C aircraft augmented FM radio by providine courier
service as required,

b. Phase II. Telephone via VHF was the primary means of communications
to {1th Inf Bde Main, with FM radio as the secondarv means., FM was the means
to the Inf Bns, C&C ajircraft were used by all echelons to aurment vreviously
staled communications,

3. (C) EXSQUTION:

a- Fhase I. A sipgnal recon was not conducted, The Bde Radie Of+ticer

and 2 BY from HHC Hadlio Section arrived LZ Eulldog at 290600 Oct 62 and

assisted in installine the TOC padios. Bde Fwd orerated in the following
FM radio nots:

(1) DBde Cmd.

(2) BRde Secure.

(3) Tuf Bn as Reguired,

b, Phasge II:

(1) IM: A1l FM nets from Bde Fwd at 1Z Ponver were coperational to Div,
Bde Main, and to the Inf Bns by 290800 hrs Oet 68. An M retransmission
team was airlifted to LZ Buff on 240800 Oct in order to ingurs the reliability
of FM communication from Bde Main to Bde Fwd. The following nets were in
operation al LZ Peprer:

(a}) Uiy Cnd,

(b) Dbiv Sesure

(¢} Bde Cmd.

(d) Bde Secure.

GROUP 4,
Dovnegraded At 9 Veony Interwals

Declassified Afreyr 12 Vears
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(D) ANKEX D (Signal) continued.,

(2) Telephone Communications: Telecom via VHF was established by
291930 Oct 68 between Bde Main and Bde Fwd, Circuits were also established
for 3/1 and 4/3 Inf Bns for telephone communications from the forwsrd locatiou
a nd to the bBn Rear of each Bn and to Duc Pho Switch (see Aprendix 1).

On 3% Oct, 3/% Inf Bn was replaced by 1/20 Inf Bn, and at 319300 hrs, the
telephone circuits which were used by 3/1 Inf Bn were siven to 1/20 Inf Bn.
A Bde Fwd switchboard was not established, All circuits were dedicated
(point to point), or long locals off the Duc Pho Switch.

L, {(C) RESULTS: All systems wore operational throurhout the overation,
a nd no significant problems were encountered, A Communications center was
not used and was not needed,

a4, A sipgnal plan was not prapared vricr to this oreration. Time ver-
mitted only verbal instructions and notes, This did not hrve an adverse
effeet on communications suprort,

b. Signal. maintenance surport provided by the 6th Syorort Battalion wasg
very effective. ‘

4 Appendixes

2
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Appandis T (Signal))To Anoasx D Combat Afger Action Report, VEANOE LAKE X
Phase 1 281930 0Oct

Channal @

. Open *

2. Bdso Fwd T0C to BDE T0C
3. Rdao Pgd TOC to Duc Fho
4, Bde ©0 (van) to Bde TOC
5. Bds CO (van) to Duc Pheo
6. 3/1 ¥ud TOC to Bde TOC *
7. 3/1 Fed TOC to 3/1 Rear -
8. &/3 Fwd TOC to Bde TOC
9. 4&/3 7ud T0C to 4/3 Renr
10, B~6/11 FDC to 6/11 FIX0-
11, D~6/il FBC to 6/11 FOC
12. Bde Fwd YHF to Bda Patch

pe/pt Fud TOC to Bde CO (van)
*Phase LI~ 311300 Ock
Chagesl

1. 1/20 10C to Due Yhe

&, X1/20 10¢ te Bda TOC
7. /20 1‘0(}\?5&1[2(3 Raax

.

CO/I/P’I,OEA/TL’M,.
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Appendix IV {Signal) To Conbal Aotion Repwrt, Vernon lais I
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