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1. At 2230 hrs, 7 June 1969 at LZ Liz, B/1-20 reported spotting 11 NVA 
with a starlight scope moving t01,iard the 01..iter:ruost protective wire at 
grid coordinate BS 757430. B/1-20 engo.ged with mo.chine gun & autoraati c 
weapons fire. The eneny :file formation sea ttered into a nearby tree 
l ine. ¥.ortar and Artillery fire wer·e adjusted. 

2. At 2330 hrs, bunker 21 on LZ Liz saw 11 HiJA in the protective wire. 
They were engaged with 81mm :mcrte.r, Bachine gun a nd. sr.w.11 arms fire. 1-br­
tar il1U41i 1"..ation enabled soldier s on the bunker line to observe 3 NVA 
dead lying· in the ·wi re. 

J. At 0030 hrs, a six man pat:rol led by the comµrn.y e::::ecutive officer, 
l LT William Castille from Port Arthur, Texas, was sent froB the D/1-20 
GP to reconnoiter the contact area. As LT Castille moved dow-.o. a path 
toward the wire, he stepped on the arm. of an lWA sapper who sprang out 
of a small ditch and evaded. LT Castille killed the l\NA with his 1{!.6 
and the rest of the patrol ldlled three other NVA who were hiding in 
the same trench. At the same ti.me, bunker 4 engnged one ~'VA with small 
arms, believing they wounded him. B/1-20 continued to rake the southern 
slopes of LZ Liz i;,Jith :machine gun, quad 50, and 1'f/9 fire., A search un­
covered 2 RPG #2 1s 2 AK47 1s, approximately 10 woven baskets filled with 
Chi Com hand grenades and B-40 roc;lcets, 100 meters of corn..,:10 wire and 
satchel charges. During most of t he contact a flare s hip 1,,ias on station 
except when the flare supply at LZ Bronco became critical. Shadow 47 
(a Cll9) provided illumination after the flare ship_ depc,rted f rom 0500 to , 
daylight. A 3/4 ton truck and 1/4 ton jeep from C/1-82 Arty were moved ~ 
so that their headlights kept the _breached wire under illumination. ~ 

4. On the northern s i de of the perimeter C/1-82 Artillery reported a 
generator destroyed b;y a B-40 rocket at 03~0 hrs, approximately two 
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hours after the last action of B/1-20. 1t mainte11c1.nce technician, hearing 
there was a problem with the generator, was wounded by AYJ1-7 fire while 
walking on the Battery street toward the gener~tor. The prL~.ary target 
appeared to be the co:mmo bm1ker ·which 1t<:s completely destroyed. The 
switchboard was lmocked out, some lilll wire, DR 8 's and several TA-312 
telephones were lost. No radios were dar'laged. PFC Lu::rth fought 
tenaciously from the corruro bunker but ,-ias killed. The Battery Commander, 
CP.r Jerry Dixon from Provo, Utah, was respo1c.sible for lr.illing 2 lJVA 
single-handedly. Upon hea.ring tho erJlo si on £,, t the genera tor, C Pl' Dixon 
headed toward the co!DlllO bunker and ~..anv.ged to gain a flanki.~g position 
fron the Chapel. CPI' Dh.ron drove off the :main assault with frag and 
i;hermite grenades with strong assistance from SF5 Lee, PFC fuise and lLT 
Philips. CPI' Dixon also captured a slj_ghtly wounded NVA hiding in a 
small trench near the comIJ.o ht1..'1ker. 

5. The POW skted that an 18 :rr2.n force divided. into three, six man teans 
had composed the sapper attack. Each tear had one Rf'G #2 gun.~er, one 
rifle.inan armed with an AKL~7 and four arn20 bearers carrying baskets of 
B-40 rockets, grenades, satchel charges and co:mmo wire • . A thorough recon 
had been conducted six days prior by key leaders. The FOW 1rias an ammo . 
bearer and had been shom1 a sand drawing of LZ Liz. The plan was for 
two teams to attack from the south and his tear.i v.ia.s to attack from the 
north. This was his first con:.bat action. He was a member of the 2d 
squad, 2d platoon, 5th Company, 14th Battalion, 22d I'J-VA Regi:rr:.ent, 3d 
IWA Division. 

6. At 0800 a tracker dog tean of five :men from the 63d Infantry Platoon 
(Combat Tracker) Si;iapt the breech in the wire and quickly picked up a 
blood trail and a strong scent. As they swept, 2 IWA were flushed and 
enga,ged. One INA ivas wounded by small a:r:m.s, but both eluded the pursuit 
in a nearby village where the . blood trail stopped. There was also evi­
dence that a water buffalo had been used to drag off wounded from the 
previous night's action. A thorough search of the . surrou..~ding villages 
and terrain was conducted by ground troops with negative results. A 
number of VCS were detained from an adjoining village. 2 VCS stated 
they had seen the NVA on the night of the attack. Several were evacuated 
to PlI as association merrbers. 

7. In sur.1L;a.ry, US forces suffered 1 KIA and 12 WIA, only 4 of which 
required evacuation, and one being inmedi a tely returned to duty while 
three were further evacuated to Chu la.i, none serious. All casualties 
were from C/1-82 Arty. Out of the 18 rrian assa.ult force, 12 were killed 
and confirmed by body count, one slight WIA was captured and three more 
were wounded without positive confirrration. It 1-ias convincingly prov­
en tha.t an alert, disciplined bunker line equipped with starlight 
scopes, reinforced by clearing pg.trols, dogs and aggTessive leadership 
can soundly defeat a sapper penetration. 
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8. This action also vividly portrnys the ciiverse elements available to 
a unit to defeat a sapper attack. Qur-1.d 50 1 s with good fields of fire, 
preregistered mortar and artillery fires, illumin."ltion from nortars and 
flare ships, plus available lir,ht from unit vehicles Here successfully 
utilized. Combat Tracker Tec.:ms were employed to tr,1 ck and demore.lize the 
remaining sappers. 

9. The POW ca.ptured also po1n1,s out t he prior reconnaissance a nd thorough 
preparation taken by the VC in conducting a sapper attack. Aggressive 
patroling and frequent che.nges of def ensive positi ons and autor,1atic 
weapons will confuse a:r.d disrupt many well rohearsed sapper attack pl 2.ns 
and deny hi!il the principle es sentfal for his success; suprise. 

1 Incl 
Diagram of Action 

/s/Alfred H. Webb Jr. 
/ t/AL11'r-:ED ·rr. T_roBB J1{ • ~ WJ.:J ' •• • 

CPI', Inf 
S2 
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