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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARNY 
He~dquarters, 11th Infantry Brigade, 23d Infantry Division 

APO San Francboo 96217 

• ·- - - ·- .,.,. 4 ,_ 

AVDF•PAOP 
f 

24 July 1971 

slJBJEar: Combat Operations Af'ber Actiou Report 

Co!:mianding Gene..ral 
23d tnfrull'7.;7 Dt~isiml 
AXTN: AllvF-GCHL 
APO San F7.'anci8CO 96374 

1. (U) ~ OF OPERATION: Finney Hill 

2 •. (U) ~TES OF O~ION: 010601 March - 011200 July 1971. 

3 • (U) LOCATION: Quang Ngai Frovince from the Seng Tra Khuc RJ.Ter seuth to 
the MR. I/ NR II boundary, &an the South China Sea west to vi~inity the Song Re 
River. Map, Vietnam, l:l,000,000, Series L,01, Sheets ~639, 6739, ,138, 6638. 

4. (C) COMMAND AND CONXROL lJFADQ,UARTERS: 

A-, 1 March - 11 April 1971: 198th Infantr,y Brigade 

b. l.2 April• 1 Julf 1971: 11th .Infantry Brigade 

5. {U) ~J'~lNG OFFICERS : 

a.. Col©nel William R. Richardson, CO!mlanding Officer, 198th Infantry Brigade, 
l ~h - 18 March· 1971. . 

b., C:olonel Charles R. Smith, C«tmending Officer, 198th Infantry Brigade, 
19 . Ma~h - 1.1 April 1971. 

c. Ce1.onel Wnr.ner s. Goodwin Jr. , Coana.nd:f.ng Officer, 11th tn£ancry Brigade, 
12 Aprtl - 1 July 1971. 

6. 

e.. l Nli'.k'Cl, ,, 11, April 1971 

198t:11 I.r:,fant~~ade ~ntrol 
EHG, 19Dth I.nfant:cy 
1 - 1 4• .,.,.., ,,.,,,~~,.,.,._, (DS) 
... - " \,.!. ..... ~.:a..'--·"•~--o1.-',;,,l.j' 

B Co, :?.6t.h Eng:t.nee:!':' (DS) 
57th Infantry Platoon (scout Dog) 
87th Chemical Detachment 

0-NcL 
l!ss1p11::r - ~n 
. GROUP~4 
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8d ;~ttaiion,. ht lnfantl::.:;r •. ,· 
1st &tuilion, 6tn Infe~t~y 
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry 
4th Battalion, 21st Infantry 
lat Battalion, 52 Infantry 

b. 12 April - 1 July 1971 

11th Infantry Brigade Control 
mIC, 11th Brigade 
6-11 Artillery (DS) 
C/26 Engineers (DS) 
1/23 MP Company 
3/B/523d Signal Battalion 

. Det 328 Radio Research Unit 
·, TMl, 635 MI Detachment 

90th Chemical Detachment 
A/23d Support and Transportation Battalion (DS) 
D/723d Maintenance Battalion (DS) 

.•
1·S9tb tamntry Platoon (Scout Dog) 
B/23d Medical Battalion 

3-1 Infantry 
A/3-1 
B/3 l 
C/3 l 
D/3-1 
E/3-1 
C~d/C/26 Eng (DS) 
D/.6-11 Arty (DS) 

l -·20 Infantry 
A/1-20 
B/1-20 
c/l-20 
D/1--20 
E/1-20 
Sqd/C./26tb Eng {DS) 
A/6-11 A:rty (DS) 

24 July 1971 

L,.-21 Infantry (l March - 5 June) 
.A/4-21 

4-3 Infantry (8 April - 3 May) 
Al4-3 
B/4-3 B/4-21 

C/4-21 
Ti D/4-21 

£/4--21 
Sqd/C/26th Eng (DS) 
B/6-11 Arty (DS) 

TF 23d Cmralry ( S May - 1 July) 
E T::p, 1st Cav 
H Trp, 17th Cav 

c/4-3 
D/4-3 
E/4-3 
Sqd/C/26th Eng (DS) 
C/6-11 Arty (DS) 

7. SUPPORTING FORCES: Artillery fire support was· provided by 1st Battalion 14th 
Artill9ry nnd by 6th Battalion 11th Artillery operating in Direct Support for the 
198th Infantry Brigade and the 11th Infantry Brigade respectively. Elements o·f 
the 1st B~ttalion, 82nd Artillery supported the Direct fl1Jpport Artillery Battalions 
in the General Support Reinforcing role. Air Cavalry "P(IOrt was provided by B 
Company, 123d Aviation Battalion. Helicopter Support tor combat assults, air t ~-
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moves; and routine resupply wns provided by the 174th Assult Helicopter Compt:.ny. 
Tactical air support was requested thru 23d Infantry Division on an as needed 
basis. Air stri.kes were targeted against enemy base areas, known enemy positions, 
and contact missions to suppress or destroy the enemy as he attempted to dis·· 
eng~ge fr.om U.S. units. 

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE: See Annes A (Intelligence) 

? • (C) ·,:1s;nGN: To conduct unilateral and combined operations with .ARVN forces 
to ln,~t,~.::i,;?;~festroy the VC Quang Ngai Provincial Headquarters and the 21st NV.A 
Re <.5imar:t. !.~c.d:i.t:fonrilly, to assist in the GVN Pacification and llevolutiotlEiry 
I>~eloiJ:nc:.1t :?:t'ogr?Jn by conducting combat operations in conjunction with. RF/PF 
fo:;:-ces to aeBt:r·c-y VC/'NVA forces and to assist in the Rice Denial Program. 

10. (C) i""r,~yr,-..''P',. ;•1<' ( 1p=A TIQN • 
• ._r\_,J.~\. ,u.,_ .1. .,,'- .!!&L'"'J.l. • 

a. J:m.:::.11ct;;·cx :, The concept of ground operations for Finney Hill reneined · 
essenti.-'l! .. ly tt1s., s;fl.rne. i::.s in the past. Each battalion, normally, maintained one 

::-~;flc. corrp:my en its fire support base and three rtfle companies operating in 
the bRtt.::,i:;.on ~ s ;?_Bsigned AO. The rifle companies were to find and destroy the ,i, r 
e;.13m.y L1 hi8 biD,Se r.reas and to deny him access to' populated areas. This was 
8.cco:n:ilit.hcd by ecnploying the techniques of saturation patrols and ambushes. 
Fley,abi.Ety in ::,pe~ations was maintained throughout Finney Hill by the extensive 
use o:c c.o::n'.n.t a.sst!lts and night movements. Rit:e Denial operations were coriduc·ted 
in conju~ct~:)n ~ith RF/PF forces to further enhance the CNN pacification prograw. 

b. E.:~~: During Operation Finney Hill each n:anuever battal,J.on was sup­
poc.ted by a J..0.5 mm c~rtHlery Batl:iry in direct suiport. In addition, the 

. fir.f,s o::: ti.5 :..ir.n; 8 inch, and 175 mm guns were available on request. When the 
ta.ct:Lcal a:U.::;._1stion dictated artillery was repositioned by road or air move­
ment to bi=tt,~r. support the ground operations. Both tactical air sup::,ort and 
h,~ 1. icopt 0?: gunah i.?S were available to all ground units upon request . 

11. (C) EX.;~CU'I:ION: 

e. i -'l }1;;:z.·('.h: Most of the contacts during the first· week of the operation 
were conf:i.t.'.e~: ·to tne lowlands. The enemy n.ade numerous attacks on ru?/PF outposts 
end At.Tv'N zi,:,: S'.i.!pporf~ Bases on 2 March. On 3 March Recon Company, 4th AI::n.;r, 
Reg·la~i,'.::: at DS 0L%l.C killed 24 NVA. D/l-52 while in ambu~h position at BS 290585 

ki.:U;;;d. ,:,-o;:; NV..:~·~ _ On 4 Ma-rch, D/1-52 engaged and killed four NVA ax: ~S 290.585. 
Alrn o,;, -~ J'k::1:-~;.:, 1/4 LRVN ambushed and killed five WA. On S March, D/1-52 
engag~xl ~t ,~•ius,,:'i. c f "fF,·A, killing three and capturing one. The same day, C/1 -52 
engaged llaot.hi::r t~'ll:&<" c-f lNil, wounding and capturing two 'tNA. D/1 l cavalry 
engag,::c1 a:1.11 '.mkiiO;;,n ci.?~e ernmy force on 6 March at BS 34544S, killing five VC. 

b, 3··1/~ U'1.r ·,:h ~ 0:: ~-'. ; rr:.rch B/123d Aviation at BS 339802 engaged an enemy 
fores k :!. l U .rrg /:Cvr" N\"A.o u:~ the 3&ne day, 2/6 ARVN conducted a raid at BS 
5lm'63 ~md BS tfG6i,¼8, 1~H U .ng seven VC and capturing 20 \TC, one Ml6, and 1,000 
pounds Gi r:~ce. C/1 -~'"Z -snga ged lin unknown sized enemy force killing 2 VCo On 
10 l~!'.'d, ·a /1-52, 2-t ES 396816 engaged one squad of VC killing two. C/1-6 at 
BS 4?289fi -s::16,9.gd a n un}c:;,own size enemy element ca:;:>turing three VC and three 
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AK47 •;. Again on the 10 March A/1-20 had a mechanical ambush detonate killing 
one N'JA. On 11 ·March 3/6 J;P..V.N at BS 545774 engaged the enemy resulting in four 
VC XIA. On 12 March l/6 ARVN at as 420800 found the graves of 25 vc KB.A. · 
A/4 21 engaged and killed one VC at BS 766357 on 13 March. 

c. 15--21 March: B/l -52 at BS 399803 engaged an ·enemy unit, killing three 
VC on 15 March. Also on the 15th Recon/1-20 eng,ae;"ed and killed one VC capturing 
one Ml6 at grid BS 728453. On 17 March A/4-21 engaged and killed one ?NA and 
cal)tured a 9 mm pistol at BS 777337. On 18 March, C/1-52 et:J88ged 10•15 WA 
killing three. Ou 19 March 1/6 ARVN at grid BS 564762 made contact with two 
~n1ea of vc resulting in 16 ARVN KIA, blo ARVN WIA, am 35 ARVN MJA. Two 
significant coutacta were made on 20 ~ 1971, First the 3/6 ARVN engaged 
an Ullknown sized enemy force at· BS 418809 i:esulting :in 28 vc iaA. C/1-52 

- also made contact at BS 564762 xesulting in 15 NV.A KIA. 

d. 22-31 March: On 24 Mare,11 the 6 ARVN ~gjment account.ed _for 24 emmry 
KIA in numerous small engagements throughout their AO. On the same day C/1-52 
engaged and killed five VC at BS 347817. On 25 ?w:ch, D/1-20 conducted a 
raid at BS 726433 resulting in 4,000 pound• of rice CD.. While conducting 
operations on the -same day B/123 Aviation killed seven VC at BS 492657. On 
2Q March, two significant contacts were made. C/1-52 at BS 390802 engaged 
approximately 30 WA resulting in three NV.A KIA and 12 WA RBA. The 2/6 ARVN 
at BS 508828 engaged 40 VC resulting in 12 VC KIA. On the 28 and 29 March 
A/4-21 had two small engagements resulting in three VC/NVA KJ'A. On · the 29th 
C/4-21 engaged and killed ·one VC at BS 795260. The last two daya of ~ch 
passed without contact. 

- e. 1-11 April: The month started off with D/1-1 Cm,alry at BS 683584 
enpging one squad of VC killing four. On 2 April D/1-52 engage~ one platoon 
of NVA netting five m. On 3 April, Night Hawk Saber engaged approximately 
20 VC at BS 756530 killing 11. On 4 April, B/1•20 had a mechanical ambush 
detonate resulting in one WA m. and one AYA7 CIA. The next: action OC;C:J:O:-ed on 
7 April when D/1-52 found an enemy base area. The base area was occupied and 
the ensuing fight resulted in six NVA KIA. On 8 April, Recon/3-1 engnged a 
VC DOVing along the river at BS 485758 resulting in one VC KIA. On 9 April, 
snipers from B/4-21 capbQ:ed one VC and one AJ!A.7. C/3-l had a mechanical ambush 
detonate at BS 459709 resultihg in one NVA W'IA/CYA.. Operation Finney Hill 
was terminated for the 198th Infantry Brigade cm 11 April and the 11th · Infantry 
Brigade assumed Qontrol of the operation. 

f. 12-18 April: On 14 April D/h20 found a destroyed WA base camp 
containing seven N'JA KIA and one destroyed 82 nm snortar tube. The hnse caq, 
was believed to have been destroyed by an air strike. On 16 April C/3•1 
found six graves containing six NVA killed by s111all arms fire. Credit for 
the kills was given to C Ce>qlS.ny for a previous engagement. On 18 April D/4•3 
engaged two NVA at BS 438501 result1.ng in two NVA KrA -and two AK47 's CIA. 
SE!V'en additional VC/NVA were"tilled in the Brigade area in several 8Dlflll 
e ngagements. 
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g~ 1?:Zi .. #\~!)-1_: ~~!·,:i.s ·:.v~ek WRS cc:-;~,1.y 1b;~ t.h8 E t h J3r.:i.6nde d1.1a l-::, 'Lx"'--i)';y 
t.Ttr)So .,A... t,~~trJ.1 ~/~ ae1._r,~::1. il.,3, 1;\1ere k:!.11,~d t2nr:i i.6 ·ul'sc '=':'·,·tundl.::C ln j~c; :J.:::c l r1 r-:n ;.:!~ 
i:n th-:! AO ? In otlie:,. l:~tion~ H.eeo::1/3-~l k1).led c,nc MT!:~ and cr:·t,htr wi t-;-;,•:-· AK!'.•: ' s 
whe!1 a. w.:r,:;b.~::1:¾~:d. m:nln,sh i 8t.:, r.ii.;J:;ed at BS £~?1665~ On i:.; .Ap~iJ. r,/3 ·1 r:caz:;::,y-' ::'\ 
::,;i~(: 1-:ille :1 0:1.e 1-J:JA fl.nd ro.~tt,xed one Ml6o On the same day A/1··20 cwa;.1:,,hc3 on<" 
'f_?C :tsstill;:t ug :~n (JD~ 7JC I{J:,1o 

h ., ~,§_Jkl'~}.l_'.:,..~!1-1:Y.: ~he ,.,eek was · highlighted on 29 Apr.iJ. wten D/3-1 
.fo-..:m.d ~ 7~"(.'.t';p-c,:1:a, c:;;;c:he G,~n.ra:f.rd.~g 129 us a.nd for.eign we'.'lj?C>TIS e ThA C'~'lche W['..8 

h ;c .... ,:tc:c:1 t:.t :'38 ,\976G9c- ! :1 other. a.ction on t..he same day Recc n/4· ·21. ha d t: 
:-::-.:1~!·,~:," 1 q·,' . £:."!l:.">U.::?b dc'.°~OL1.'tl.'l':e rzr:;t.lt:ing in two NVA KIA.. On 30 ApxiJ. A/1 ··2G m:;.dG 
c.0·nw .1;.t w~J;;·. foar. N~'A ::est;.l t:Lng Ln. four 11VA Ia:A. Later in the d8..y D/1-20 v.r-id e 
~orJ.~,C'·t ",d .t.h f.!.:' Z!D.k:J.CW!:. d.ze enemy force resulting in four NVA. KIA. J,./l:,-21 
he::~ r., r.1cl.1:,~.,:!.:!.(·a1 2il'1m 2h detone.te resuiting in one NVA K!A and one AR/+7 CIA. 

;,,:, l_·:_?_1.\t:!-:f':.~-J ;.;.ctJ.:1:,1 -:,m.s light this week but several inajor changes took 
pL~.e c wii"..L:i..::! 0::,:, l U~i: Brig':1-de ,. On 3 May 4-3 Battalion was released from 
0::_, 0 r " ~·•f .;r (! '' r.no _r :<:~·L'.J . . ::no. m.0vcd north to join the 198th Brigade. Then on 
6 1-t : y ',!';r;s~;; J:\ .1,ic ,, ;~3 0,,.,:;zr: fry j o;tned the J.lth Brigade and began combat operations 
?;0 s,:.ppor t I?:i.n112y H:E:~ ., 3 'Ir0oi? , 1st c .... ~alry on 8 and 9 May, operating wit..½ a 
Pr ji.}..n,tu::m. ~ -:gr:1t:i!'.i.7'Jd r :;x: VG ~ t::i:i::ee WG.n;;,ons, nnd 3,000 pounds of rice. On 
b v· ... v , .. , -, .. , '), ! ·; ~., .. , ~ ,..,. ··•nrf <• nr'i '•-~ 1 1-,,,..:; - v,., •. b . f e C ter A l"Ch n.r,..., .l .· .:r., . .- .,, •..•. , --; ,. ,.·; «L1_;.,:.,r,.-= · ., ....... :.'.;i., . , .. , , ._,,,-,c, ._, 1.n a :r1.e n oun . • m- a . ..,.._.,. 
n m'.)usL r~•?'t. :;1;?,: 
r-1h ~ 1 .s ~~·r:n.:·k :i:.:.g 

l ,• --~ • •j ""' • ,, l.'ltTA TrTA 4 Ma B/123 A, .: ;.,.., ,,y 1c\ / .) ~.,, ~- .:,c a cco'a.::.1,~'.·c :.c::ir one J.w, ~ on y. ~v .w.._1on 
i:~ '(J'ic.1.::d.-i;y BS 510;;t_;_.3 eng:3.ged and killed six NVA. 

_1 ,. 1£,~··16_ J-l?.y ~ .,:,:::t L:i~1 ~..ras U.ght this week in the llt.'1 Brtgade AO wifh 
TI' 23d G,:;',;"F;l i;•y T:i.~c.cimti.ng fo::: most 0£ ·tbs ,:1ction. On 12 May E Troop 1st 
Cnv~J.,'.7 •::;~·y:t'l ~~;ed !cO f~o:-:->.8 oJ: r.i ce while k :i.lJ.ing one VC and capturing another. 
Oc1 :!.\~-lt:1 A /f-'•···2.l e,:1gagcd e.nd kille<l one NVb. at BS 736286. B/1-20 had a 
li:Jc.i::.;J.'.rnic,'l,1 ~'\'..,,b'lJBh d~t:c:mte on 11 May resulting in one NVA KIA, and on 16 May 
A/l~ ·-21 r,_~_c:(') c:.n,t:c"lt\t •,: :U':i, an un..'lcrlown size enemy force resulting in one VC KL\. 

k o 17_--2.3 _·t-try ! Q ;:;_ 17 Hay Recon/1-20, while in an ambush position, engaged 
nn<l i;.:f.11'.:i<l tc-:r-:3-2 \ l'Cc Dn the same day, E TY.'oop 1st CSValry found a rice cache 
c o :1f3,:l.,r. J. 0.1e;- .S,-5 -~ons o:i: l'.'ice., On 20 May B/ 1 - 2O mde contact with unknown size 
e n e:o.y :for: :;:"" :;:'E",r;;iJ,. t.;:!.!'!g in f.:wo VC KIA. On 23 1-t?.y B/l-20 again made contact 
rel=-1r.;:. lt.i r:s ir: ::::.~,c i;:,:-;1: e VC KIA and one A..'1(4'1 nnd one carbine CIA. 

~- o 2i~,~30_J;t'<C Gr-: -~:' 1-:L"l.y B/1-20 l e :F.t a mechanical ambush in an old NDP 
res::.tl t fng in t;wJ ·/C KT!, m1d two AK!.i-7 1 s CE.~ On 28 and 29 Mny B/123d .Aviation 
ma,,:k '-'·"'~,ta,'::~ r;1 :it\ ~u :. ti:::>.'!,:E~r:,: 1:5_1:-;e ene::ny fa~ce resulting in four NVA KIA and 
or:,, l,J</ i-"! CI\.c; Sni.~1-a:: t -::e..:1 ?J:;.,m 3··1 accounted for one VC killed on 28 May . 

\?,"' 3,L l ¼iV -·· f.. ,:u-~:.r]: .V..:,t;Lon t-;h:t s we ek was light with TF 23d cavalry 
·.,,.,. .... a,1' ~' ··~"'\,:, ,· ; .. :-:.~ - ;._.,,,.;, .,.., ,.i f ,q~,., ,,~,-,,., .... , ...,.,..,.. . ()--... 1 J·tl"" F~.:.17 Ca:v21., -r-v h_, ... "" ~ .... -..chanical r. .. \!~,~~ •• M< ... ~ ,> . .......tc., ,L.. ..._._ M-~.., .... _~ t,.. .:,_.,._ 1:: '-'-~ · ~ .. ,.. u .u ...... t.,."Jr~, ._ - _ ....,'- ... _ - J ~ :J. _ I-U'I,,,, 

i~·nbt.11:~r- c! .. ,1·i:.:,::ir'/:'.:.6 :,:eetJ.::ins :(n f'.'K-r~,, 7C!J:Y!l;. KJ:0..o Oo. 4- J .. t~ t h~y ~pt'i.il.~d ~r.c VC 
while; •~..,~):t.<~.t:i r:;.;_:: i~:•, ., •; dr:.y n t.::Jilflh i,}0r-: :Lt 1.0n , ,AiJd on lJ. ·J'n:.1e ,-:'!:1fl ,~ 0?-•2::t'<a:.:;:tng 
1dt:h t21i: !i.? :: ~ 
i,n t ~.OCJ T)':/ D_\i]~ 

L Z &;.:;u.,<j J 5.:i:(· 

2~ -::~:-:; 1:-1.0 .Dr.~; they c--:.:\~1.&?.~1 E.·c. -~_J.:i!!\1.1,0';~... ;:;~e (;-;1~11~.y :f:c~>':,~.:'.d '.'"(-::h1"ft1ting 

:<~~ [" .. :.zd :2J-u~~ ~-·c .,··1~r·;\ (] T_{J. :: (~J, 5 ~~ 1::ic- L~.-2:f .. Bctf.~:::l:.t:..,,;, ::}.,'.?.pL\.'t:'i;e d 

~r~; -~·.5 ·Jt.:\:r.::2. 5 t tL'i!t:i G.D.d.§ng ~he~; <lpe~"'Jl't.ions i.'"2 J?i~-'"Jr1.~Y tl{:~:~c 
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·u. 7-13 June: Action wits very light ta the 11th Brigade ,with .6nly bid 
anall contacts resulting tu three VC/NVl~ KIA and ~ AK.47 CJA~ 

o. 14-20 .Juue: Action picked up in the' AO this week with the enemy agai:I:l 
coming Up short. On 16 June E Troop 1st c.itvalry operating with RF troops engaged 
an unknown aue enemy force reaulting • :ln .three VC/?flA KIA and one ye WIA/crA, 
On 17 .June D/3-1 had a mechanical ambush detonate resulting u:i three NVA KIA 
and t,.'-iree AK47 'a CJA. Snipers from 3•1 also killed c:me VC on 19 June. Oil 
20 June C/1-20 engaged :irlne WA with packs and weapoDS resulting ill two WA 
KIA t>.nd o:ie AK47 CJA. 

Po 21-27 Jun.e: Actan was C,gain light in the AO this week. tn one en• 
gngeoez:i.t E 'J~.:lOl' 1st Cavalry killed two VC/JNA and captured six VC/NVA. on 
21 Jtm.e A/1-20 had a mechanical ambush detonate resulting in one WA KIA. 
On 22 Jtme the 11th Brigade CP mar ed from LZ Bronco to FSB Dottie. 

q. 28 June - 1 July: Negative contacts within 11th Brigade AO. 

~JJMMARY: The 11th Infent:ty Brigada 's combb.t operations during Operation 
F:1'..nncy Hi:ll w~ generally d:iaracoorlzed by small unit actions. No major 
ttD.::tt oo;.1t:a.cts werQ made ci.u.'dng the reporting period~ The ene.:ny cont:i.nua.1.ly 
cp~:;>e.tod 1n small unitB and mr©:f.ded contact where evar possi bl~. }1,!t;'llc'.n:,cal 
e:,ibnsb&a ,:el'!ultP-d in many enemy kill.G during the opucat:f.on end gxea.t:ly ::C.3b:'icted 
t.~ enemy's freedom of movement. 

12. (C) RESUI.XS: 

1 .i:..t 
-o 

a. Enemy Lossea: 
KIA - 454 
CrA - ICf 
IWC • 241 

cswc - 33 

11. Friendly Lesses: 

(1) L March • 11 April 
KIA .. 13 

W1Ji'{B) • 122 
WIA(M) - 24 

(2) 12 AprU - 1 July 
KIA - 22 

W!A(E) - 110 
WI~(M) - .,.6 

NBD - 3 

ipz-:.IiUSTRAT. IVE M:\TT.ERS : 

Log~tical Support to un:U:e i.n the field end to forward fire 
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supp...'irt bases was aecompl.1,,.c:;hed by veh:tcle convoy and helicopter. tnd.H heli­
copte:re -were t:he pr~:ne1:y ni:roznft used :fa~ re~upplying t.'1e units in the fiel-d~ 
However, £c:-v1a,~ ~;•:~g :::~ort ooseo received the bulk of the:t,: l"e.3tr.pply 
th~gh veM.clir• oorrvoy ,. Th::· exc-..ept:ion w.'is :tn these a:::eas whe~ f:i:::·e bn.s~s 
c.c-..ilc:; n~t be rlE:cc.hed by mad 9 T.he CH...!+i (Cb1,rn,,:;;-k) was uti1.:v..;ed f:o:~ c. :;:~.:~ 
supply of SUl"Jh be.tJei.:r, The '.t'C-fJU~ply £0~ t.t"l'"Y.)?, units was ·l:cli;.en t .P ·rll-s ;i;:?.,olc 
loe:ition~ hy Ui:Illf ai!.w.e.aft £?.:'om the £m:ws::7d fire batte.c., cw·0 c:? 's ,iem u.sd 
~.C'l.iill,,~JJ.iy fur hHuU,ni; Clase 1 c.nd V it~~!W, ss w2l1 M C1e.ss IJ. .:.nd IV nr:.t?.::fals. 
J.-./23t1 S&T E'.";i~r.i.,1:tc•n t'.;O':i:rt.i.i:o.;':1,,~d ·,,•:tt.1-. the "i;l:::-:.tgac1:, s-l~ t:1 ~st:£:blish d1.st:~:'but:t:m 
?D.tnt:s f;,-r .!iU. e:?.a.sHe9 :.1.-E supply" Ci26 Enei.nce-17s p~:t.;.·ttc;?d enginr,m: m:'..?po1:t 
:!:v.t' thi~ "b:t-f.gadc ~-:s ~e<i~1i.~d o 

bo 1.(:af,nf;e !l!P..~s.~ :3 ,!ind D CUl.npari.y 7~3<l N;;:1.:£,nten~ac,;: B.'l.f;~:tkn W<:.'.rx'. 1.n 
dlr-.,~i; l3'LW'i)~~ of. ~h.:; Br:!~.c.!?.2 i:-,Q:i;:'k~,,.rtJ.ng r.'lpe:r.--ati,?n F:ln::iey Eil:L T.:1e:tr. 
i~r:'..J.:.r.rcy maf.::-.te1mn~e wlsr.;:t.:m irwulv-~d ,:,:;hik"".1as .' we~pons, and r.·.73J~s.. V~hi,cle 
l..'l!1;!..:."!!:z':llln,:1e W?JJ oi: r,rw-,..'i.·•y i..n;?o~.:i.Qe due t:o i".hf! fuct m.)st ,')f t:.11e re-sapply 
of th:'.= :far;:--1-:nxc: :f.i:r.~ Sti?l'O::;t basas wr.:s al%'r...mpl:tshed by V8t:k.'.i.eo 

i:~ t r e~tt:r~~n~ ~ nd E~~(~vUl~On ~,r _c~;ss:ic:.1'tics: A.lt C!)(Ji'!tt t : cas11 j"'t~.es ,;-1ere 
f:.-r~~""--~'~ .... 1_ a.c:..,_, .t,t.n -"Z.: ~ ·.i r·€ ~ .,c, , ,,.,,..,~~,~-,:·. , ... ,:, , .,,.. n ... l .. -1 ~ .. ,,,_a '?,.,)..; .~ ,.-·• .,.,.,,...-r • .;,.~,'?-" ,-- .... ,fa -, .- ~~~ ~no 
~- - 1" .. \.o-- "1.-1 • .:. t ..... '\.:.- .:;]' .. ,. ~"'J•- \.,~[-. t-;J·:t .. ~..:(:..-...z:L._ ~....,_; -~ t1 ~· .. ,>• .1.•l<;.\..•.JJ.-c;.:.t..r- ,'..)(. ... ,..,.;...;,1,. .. . ,· •• 1..'- i.:. ,:.·••J .. ~Zi 1~ ...... .. c:.. r~ o 

:~:2 net:,; i1 SC:\17:,-, t:78y v,;e::-:,.~ 'L~t?r.,a!; ~~ e :t~1e~ !i7 ~:h Si:;rgi..Cc:l ?-t0P~:tt:::.il :J'.i~ 9~J-i t 
Et"~"►-~.i:.VJLJrJn Hos~f1..~tl. -tr.. G~~~~ :::ili{; (!(J!L-p:1.e t6 heJ f.c0p·tt!~)~• £;-J.J..! ilff~:;'_(;~~ ,·-.,\:~l"'F~ ~:~x:~.iiL.1.ble 
~ t :::.:Z TIJ\'l:""1co ,hc,:Jc1"';~~;:, ~;n.<~c~ .. .- r.~~~.t~1~geL1~y oond :tt~i.o::1n, t:Vi.·!CU.'..::~:i.on !1e:7-oi,::c,p·::-::1.".s 
c_,..-1,il b1; cr.it£.i:::.ed faY'i:11 Chu j".,.,"j_i Dust Ci::L 

Cc :f::£-.!~$r~t!on: .ti}'1.3d S&T Bat~lion wus :ln d:t;:ect, .suppc-,:t of -~foe ·1.-,r::ts 
(T,8r~1};:f.:;.g :i~:, O?e:::-a.-tion Finney Hill. They prw:tded 2\-tun., 5-•t;()n, 10--!'..:,n S.:::c!:': :.' ~ 
and POL tar.ksrs as required. The units' organic vehicle a v:-e;:c gc1J5:.dJ y .:;t :i:?::.:: fo;,1t 
for rc-supi?~-Y oiss:tons, however, the brigade s-4 had the c apab:i.15,t;y .::,f. ::lg\,'.;:1:mti..11g 
t.t~nsport:.,?..twn when. the mission required. The 7th .Air Fc r.ce h,--:d deily fii[;hts 
into Due Phc• Ab:f.i.€ ?.d earring personnel, mail, and a l:tl!J.:H;ed :::u.1tmt ;:d: 
E')q_t:.:l'.pm,~nt o 

e" Cai.~.w~~cn,s_: FM radio wes the priroary 0-3tms of c,-::;:r,12.mka'i.~:e,:ms 
fa:or,1 c®Jpany to h,-::i.ttaH.on,' bet.t.~lion to hrig:1.dc ~ ana !~:!:i..[?.C: -::: t,:. d:i;.;:1 ::::-~,n., . .-~ 
VEF systi::r11 nls" ?r.~ided lsnd-1:;.nc COi.':!l!l.rn1.cat:i..<>ns h2.tr,1ce!l °i)ri.t;,•,dc· u;/1 b-?.tt~~ 1 :L:>n 
A":..d br:igc!i:fo tmd d:!:v:tsim'.o RT.r :-ie-;:s were t!.}.t'-0 us2d dm:i::1.§_: the 0;:~-~: .. J::l·::::1 'i.~--~ 
prodtv::e ;} 11 h!".xd copy" of i.-Tpo;i:tani: rr:,ss,'l~f. ~ Field 1.tai:c~ u:l:l2d t~'=' PRC.>·Z:.-i ~.nd 
P?.f.:.,-77 rr.c!.ic &:, the:t~ pr~ry :menns o:c crn:irnd.ce.tion. 

1~ e (~) SPECI.!;.L F.&_IiTI'Mi,:;N:.i: ANO TF.CWJ:~0,1TE~~: ri-..u:-ing O;:,er.tit!..on Fi.;:mey H:U.l unii;s 
mr.:.dc 0s.tcr..1;.;1.,;\!'~ usa cf wc1T. <logs pt"xt;k·l11.8.r:ly !:hE scc.-i1t; and txe.ck=:::: ciog t.e.f:.os. 
'J:h~ unfJ;n ::t.tpc-:,.:t:~d t,hese tca.!i.s tc ! K:? c:;:-;--.x smely he 1.pfi.;.J. J,n me-ct ce.r;~s. Units 
nlso ~de (~fr:e::e i,:,e ·..:se of £le~:(' ·ct:~c:;,r= by Gt1~/<•7 ri.i:rc~ .... aft t e "r:!..11:11 oi.::~~ 
"t'<.'!getr:.t.:i..cn ::.n ~ --~wn b0,J1ytr.a9 Q:r:e~s o ~Che· £Izm€! d:::,)1)$ ,·,ere .s.:Ls0 t~!:?.d t.o an-
c(x;·<:;..::' 1-,u-..1l9~ra, t're;.-icl1~n, 1.i!1d :ri.~;.(: ·c ... r.tcbes, Sc..>ra:: d:1:t':~5-c•! ... :lt.y 1,;~:s G!lc:.,o.:1t:ered 
or: 3CC(~.s;:t.~t;n l,y irm.~c:~1r~?:;:~ :Jr p:::f-.!mtt',!J..1:.i'\:' <l;:-ops ce.usei"!. "by J? i.1~:rt ~-~X-~01~ or: equipment 
:C~ih:..:;,,. 
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AVDF-B.AOP 24 July 1971 
SUBJECY: Ccmbat Operations Af'ter Action Report 

a. Operations during Finney Hill were characterized by uidely dispersed 
units, utilizing saturation patrols and ambushes to reduce the enenw's ability 
to move. Eagle flights were used throughout the o;; eration and were particularly 
effective in the lowland areas. Combined o;,,erat:i.r'ns with f',.RVN nnd R'F/PF forces 
also met wtth success, especially in populated areas. In addition, the 
employnent of mechanical ambushes on enemy lines o.f conrmications has proven 
to b'l:3 an effective means of restricting enemy moveirent. 

b. Armor6d Cavalry operations with the RF/PF forces proved to be quite 
effective. Encouraged by the fire power and mobility of the armored vehicles 
the RF/PF forces were willing to operate away .from their fixed defensive 
positions thus gaining valuable field experience. These combined operations uer0 
also quite effective in finding enenw food and equipment caches. This also 
enabled U .s. and ARVN forces to engage the enemy m the unpopulated mountain 
regions. 

c. .erall the operation r.rn.st be terrr..ed a success. The Brigade s11ccessf·1l l:T 
limited the e .. nemy' s ablllty to move and thus kept him from mass:ing li.is forces 
for a major attack. Tho GVN Pacification progra..il rrede sir nificant progress 
in the last five months and with the state of training of the ARVN and RF/PF r:.t 
this time it should continue to :improve. 

16. ( C) RECCMM:1JDLTION: Contfoued emphasis should be placed on the training 
of junior officers and non-connnissioned officers in smaLl unit patroling and 
ambush techniques. 

.Annex A - Intelligence 

.Annex B - Map and Over lay 

t'1 .. , ~-b"'" ,, , -r 

A I . J Ji . - i i 1 . . f {u,,;1A) /011/4, :,17 
W.ARJSIER S. G00IHir1, JR. \ 1 
Colonel, Infantry · 
Commanding 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
ANNEX A (INTELLIGENCE) to AFTER .ACTim RE:'?Oi1T FIHNLY HILL (U) 

l. ( C) THE AREA CF O!'EP,,ATIClJ: 

a. Weather: The weather during operation Finney Hill was generally 
seasonal and had very little effect upon the planning and execution of combat 
operations. Early Apt'il was variable with occasional rain. Air operations 
during April were slightly li.mi ted dlle to restricted visibility in the low 
ground caused by early morning fog. Early morn:ing cloud:, usually cleared by 
mid-morning to become scattered to broken in the late afternoon. The le.tter 
part of .April brought generally clearer weather ~ith isolated afternoon and 
evening thunderstorms in the mountains. During the first week of May air 
operations were again hampered by the effects of· tropical storm Wf\J'HlCi.. The 
only isolated thunderstorms in the western parts 0£ the AO causing no sig­
nificant influence oo combat operations • . 

b. Terrain : 

(1) This area of operation is part of the northern highland:, of South 
Vietnam and is characterizeq by three types of terrain; the wide belt of 
mountains in the west, a narrow transitional piedmont in the central port.ion 
of the AO, and the coastal plains in the east. 

{a) The ·western portion of the AO consists of rugged,_jungle covered 
mountains rising to elevations in excess of 4,0CO feet and intersected by 
numerous small river valley$ • This area offers nn,,_vii-num concealment while 
at the same time h:indmng foot movement of friendly forces maldng complete 
searches of the area extremely difficult. 

(b) The na_rrO\v piedmont consists of undulating hills comi:iartmented by 
numerous river valleys. These uaterways exter,d l:i.ke fi;1gers from the e s.str-.rn 
highlands through ti.11e piedmont into the coastal pla:ins. Throughout .the 
piedmont, the hills range from JO to 70 Ill3ters :m elevation, with slo)eS 
bett-.een 10 and 20 degrees. 

(c) The coastal plains are a relatively flat strL., extending the l er\ ct :· 
of the AO. The plains are interspersed with isokted hills and ridges and 
are sectioned in :ma..11y areas by rice pa· 'dies, bo:.2nded by dikes t1-ro to five f ee -:, 
high and eight t o ten feet uide. The eastern edge of the coastal plains 
consists of beaches covered by scattered Ecrub brush. 

(2) The principle rivers are the Nuoc Cng(generally runs Horth,mst to 
Southeast in the high mountainous area), the Song Tra Bong , Song Tra Khuc , 
and Son Ve which coroo from the west and flow e~i.sb rard through the ;::iiedJ.J.ont 
and ccastal plai.L-.s to the South China Sea, and the Sonf. Re and Dak Selo uhi c1.~, 
run north-south :in the mountainous region. 

(3) Eve rt,reen secondary forests are predora:i_nent .in the mowitzins. Al·eas 
of grass and 6eciduous trees are interspersed throughout the area and d!'IJ 
cultiV'ation is ,,:r.idespread. Trees range in hei ght f-rom 25 to 30 meters, with = 
few as high as 50 meters. Tree canopy is continuous in large areas. In the 
coastal plains, rice and dry crops are th~/,ajar vcgc_tion. Rice fielc'\s are 
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ANNI~~ A (D?rELLIGENCE) to .AFTER ACTION RE?ORT FINrlliY IIILL (U) 0.zA 
flooded to depths of 6 to 18 1nc:1es and are draineC: just prior . to l:arve~'!&\1')' 
V..a.rch and August. When mature, rice forms a cease ~c--Jn grass, t hree t-.o fo-71:i.(p)' 
feet tall. Villages and tamlets are often surrounded by c1ense vegetation ✓~A 
including thick bec gee between houses. -<:,<., 

(4) In t he high lnnds, t l.:e ke:~ terrain is gene::-:all;l t"..hose secr:~.:1:is ~:r: ~3 .. ;;:.--. 
ground f.:i:-Qm ·wt.-Lc~ c3nt:col Cf.'.rr be exerted avex t;he -valleys, t he cul·~?:1.::,~,.,u ;,;'·a;.s 
and t i-:e r ::.:i2.d 9r trail networks on t h e valley floors. In tl-,e piecimom; arE!_, , 
t::1e l<:0.7 t e:..-.ca fr, :Lr i;he h ig:-. grouncl which controls t::.e valley s 0pening o'.lt 
to t i:-:e e rlt:lr. , On the cos stal plain, key terrnin features :i.nclucie ~he hi,gL 
gr.s-:i.::i::1 ::.n:'i r:.~,r•se 1<.ma~ .. ons -vl:1ic~1 cont.rol wat:erweys, roads, anci p:::i:.:-t:i of 
enb:7= 

(:~) ,~sd'.:n:.1 f'.~0 si-.ren..:,o-t-J1. , l.ocat:wn end d:f.sros;l.t:ioJ:L o£ enemy forces at t i.:e 
~ -tx .:::-t c.C ~;-.£"~ 0p <=r ~ t{on ; 

\!..i.:I.:Q;. STRENGTI-: LOCATION 

:2 :_;;t. fflA Reg'!:: H.q 500 BS 4442 
603:t:: If.TA Bn 300 BS UNLOG 
70'1.:h IfJA Bn 350 BS 5748 
8: t~h N"vA Bn 300 BS UNLOC 
403d N7A Sapper Bn '270 BS 7829 
107t~1 NV'A Hvy Wpns Bn 168 BS 5157 
t;_,0~1 lr.!A sapper Bn 190 BS 6349 
120t-, LF Montgd Bn 300 BS 2367 
406t:, MF Sapper Bn 400 BS 3981 
38tl, LF Bn 160 BS 7246 
48tl1 LF 3n. 200 :as 5486 
C-18th LF Co 20 BS f458 
C-19th LF (;d 10· 

0 BS 7561 
G-29th LF Ce 7.5 BS 6434 
21st LF Sap~er Ce ~7:0 BS 4877 
P-31 LF Co 20 BS 6390 
c -45 IJ!' Ce 40 BS 7156 
K-.51 LF Co have com£:, ine c; 07 BS 6989 
c - 65 L;"? Co 

may 
09 BS 7271 

C- 7 1Z LF Co 
~-lit~. c-75 LF Co) 

25 BS 7286 
C-72Z LF Co (T-18) 40 BS 3078 
C-75 LF Co 40 BS 7460 
95.A "LF Sapper Co 20 BS 6398 
81st LF Co !1,0 BS 5266 
95U LF sa;,pe:;: Co 40 BS 5092 
120 1".h LF Se.pp~:- Co 30 BS 8734 
Cr-•212t1-1 LF Co 70 BS 5390 
C.,2!.9t:::·, L."F Co 50 BS 82L~?, 
.506.A LF Sapper Co 65 BS .5375 
5063 u Sapper Co .'iO BS 6390 

(2) Enenry Situation Anticipated : I •• 

2 
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ANNEX A (INTELLIGEiJGE) to 1--i.F'IER .ACTIClT 

(a) A continuation of the current pblicy of 1imi ted scale offensive activities 
utilizing local force uni.ts and guerrillas with MFANA was anticipated in the J.C. 
The offensive was to be directed primarily against the GVN' pacification program 
in the coastal l0t-1lands. It would be characte:cized by enemy enterence into 
civilian areas to propagandize to the people,. collect taxes, terrorize and harass 
the local population, and upset the GVN program through kidnappings and a.ssas~!l1a­
tions of government officials. 

(b) A contin1_i..ation of LOC interdiction throughout the AO~ Key bridges along 
QL-1 were expected to be pr:Unary tarpets for water sapper attacks~ The F'v:111AF/ 
RVNAF attempts to open and maintain :inland routes to interior areas wo ;.ld be 
opposed by the employment of ene~~ snipers, road-blocks, and both ~essure anc1. 
connna.nd detonated mines. 

(c) A continuation to conduct harassing, stand-off attacks by indirect fire 
against both US and f..RVN installations as well ~.s other government controlled 
areas. Such attacks could employ 60 and 8J./82MM mortars,, 57 and 75MM reccr.i.lless 
rifles, and 107, 122, and J.hCMH rockets. 

( d) A continuation to deploy mines and booby-traps a &ainst US and R'"JII per­
sonnel, riri:rnarily in the coastal districts but also in protection of food and 
munition caches :Ln the western arens of the LO. 

(e) L continuation to initiate and return fire against US aircraft, pz.rtic­
ularly in protection of rear base areas and sup,1ly cc::.chcs. Enenr.r anti-~r 
weapons range from srn.:tll arms to 51 ce.l MG's and RRPs. 

(3) Ene:rzy Situation Found: There ·were no si~m.ficant contacts or ,:nit 
identificati ons during the operating period. It 2s believed that the ener:y 1,12,de 
every effort to avoid ccntact with US forces. While doing so, the enemy was 
concerned primarily with political and logistical activities. The eneey i ncr eased 
his in.filtration of rice and supplies from the coastal areas using traditional 
supply routes :in the piedmont. Prj_-rnary targets for ?,roUnd atto.cks were RF/?F 
OP's with siTm1.ltaneous diversionary stand off attacks £,gainst hamlets, villac:es , 
and allied fire snpport bases. Acts of terrorism were cc:mmon in the AO, 
especially in Mo Due and D.lc Pho Districts, as the enenzy- attempted to disr-,2p'::; 
the GVN pacification program. There were no si, nificant changes in enc~"1Y' t ·::r:, . · '<·. 
or deployment during Operation FINNEY HILL. 

4. PSYCOLOOICAL OPERATIONS: 

a. Leaflet Drops: Leaflet drops were increasGd 2.s contacts with the ::,nc:-·:·· 
grew more spor2.dic. Development of the pacification progr2.m provided r.J.il orp·~~-- -~,-._;_· .... 
i ty for the creation of new thernes :L-1 both leafle ts and psychological b1°0:<;c:: ,s-~E . 
Leaflet themes were orfonted t~,rnrd the area of operations; for exampl:,, the 
mountainous areas, with small popuhtions were saturc1.ted with 11 Chieu Hoi.9 FEir 
Treatment of Prisoners, and Demorialization" leaflets·, all targeted aga:5.nst tl,.:,· 
specific enemy force known or thought to b~ operating· in the are2.. In the he:nrl. :_3,.. 
populated lowlruids, leaflets ioossages were pr1.marliy "Rice 1)3nial, Family 20- ·::i..;:::Lcri, 
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.ANNEX A (INTELLI.GENCE) to AFTER ACTICN REPORT FINNEY HILL _, _ -OS~ 
Pro-GVN," and those targeted against a specific local forte· VC elems:nt . '..{:/p>-.. 
Volunteer Informant Program(VIP), a plan where by persons turning in weapons 'rhlJ 
anrnuniticn or providing infarmaticn leading to the capture of nrl.li~J harch1<.x e 
would be paid, wns also a major- the~ of the lee..flet drops. 

b. Broadcast: 11Early word" broadcast, featuring tapes emphasizing themes 
si.TJti.lar to those used in leaflet drops, were flam by helicopters and fixed wing 
aircraft throughout the llth Brigade AO. As with the leaflets, their themes were 
varie d r.ccording to the area in which the mission was flown. Whenever possib1e, 
a recent rallier was recruited to make a broadcast targeted against his ol d unit. 
He was usually asked to fly with the psyops helicopter to pinpoint the location 
of his unit. 

c. Medcaps: During Ope:.-ation Finney Hill the brigade began an intensified 
effort to train Vietnamese roodical personnel. One of the methods used was to 
require Vietnamese medical personnel to conduct all medcaps, w.i.th U .s. personnel 
acting only as advisors . This method proved effective in giving the civilian 
population confidence in their native medical personnel. The majcrity of the 
:me dical supplies .had to be suppli~d by the U.S. due to a shortage in the Vietna111.ese 
suppJ.y sys:tem. 
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