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WASHINGTON,_D,C, 20SIO 
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report • Operation FARGO, 11th Armored . 
Cavalry Regiment, Period 21 December 1967 • 21 January 1968 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

•fb111 dooum9Dt ooota1ns 1nrormat1on aractrng · the Nat100e. 
Defense ot the United Stat!;)~ • at~"n t ;, ,: -~.• r.ii :.. tig ot the f . 
lspionage Laws, Title 18, u. s. c., S1: cti.on 793 and 79'. , 
Its transmission or the r•v~lation ot its contents 1D 81.11 
118Wler to an unauthorz1ed person 1s proh1b1te4 by law• 

. ' ' 
1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and eva_luation 
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro• 
,priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current 
operations and may be adapted for use in developing ~raining material. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY . 

SUB~T: Cc.ii/bat Operations After Action Report 

Camnanding General 
n Field Force,. Vietnam 
ATTN: AVFBC-RE-H 
APO 96266 

In accordance with USARV letter dated 15 March 1967., 
Operations. Arter Action Report-Operation Fargo., is tted. 

/ / ---C'-, ~ L 

(,
/ ()/'vJ k::" vv, \Q 

Fm THE C®rANDER: 

f>TkHEN L. ~IT 
lLT. Arn\or 

· ,Asst Adjutant 
' \ 
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CONFIDENTIAL ,., 

l. (U) R.EF:r.ZHO~: 

::; a. 11th Armored Cavalry Re,cimont Ol'ORD 28-67 (Operati'on 
:· FARGO)., 18 December 1967. 

b. Maps, Vietnam, l:50,000, Series L70l4 and L70l6., Sheets 
6232 I, ll; 6332 I, II, III, IV; 6333 II. 

2. (U) TYPE OF OPERATION: FARGO was :primrily a reconnaissance 
in force operation coupled with a !Secondary mission or road clearinB . 
and road security. 

3. (U) DAT@ OF OPmATION: FARGO was conducted f'ran 2l Dec 67 
to 2l J.an 68. 

4. (U) LOCATION: The r;eneral area. of reconnaissance in force 
operations included the northern sector of Dinh tone Province and the 
northeastern sector of Tay Ninh Province. Road clearinc operations 
were conducted alon5 National Hi:;hway lJ botueen An toe (l'T762907) 
and Loe Ninh (!0739098). 

5. (U) CONTROL HEADC.U.ARTEnS: The 11th Armcred CavAlry Re~ent 
ccnductod Operation FARGO under the o,~rational control or Headquarters., 
II Field Forco, Vietnam. 

6. (U) r-.Er-CRTIHG OFFICEn: Tho roportinc otficer for this report 
is ColCllel Jo.ck MacFm-lzme., Camnandine Officer., llth Armored Cavalry 
Rocimont. . . 

7, (0) G~Nl!nAL: Operation FAnGO was undertakon to c~nter in­
cronsed enemy- activity in tho nowly-tormed l:ilitaey Ror:;ian 10 (Binh 
Lone and Phuoc Lone Provinces). Tho operation mts initbtad 1.\y the 
1st And 2nd Squlldrons hnd sutisoc;,uently joined by the 3rd Squadron on 
30 Dec 67. This was tho i'irst oporl\tion since its deplo-fl'!Ont to 
Vietnm in which tho rer,iruont was GJ:l!:.loyocl ns a unit. Tho first 
reconnniss~ce in force ororation wns initinted on 26 Doc 67 by the 
1st Squadron oper,\tinc trau Loe Ninh north t:>.lonr, IIi:.m1cy lJ to the 
Onmbodian border. nano Plow clo.:-.rinc or,er:-i.tions lllmr. Hir,hw~ 13 
tran An Loe to Loe. Ninh r..lso bor,:m en 26 Dec 67 llnd continued until 
l2 Jnn 68 whm the mioslon w:i.s cor.i;ilotcd. Tho rotimnt continued 
to conduct roconn:\issn.nco in force orcr~tions until tho termin~tion 
of OperatiCll FARGO on 21. J:m 68. (Soo Annex A - T~sk Orc:miz£1.tion) 

a. (C) MELLIGffiCE: Opora.tion Fhr.GO corl'iod tho ro::iment deep 
into the newly-termed l:i.litlll7 Rec:L~ 10, co::i~isod of Binh Lons ~.nd 
Phuoe tons Province. In this re,:ion., the 5th and 9th Viot eerie Di­
visions and the 7th HVA Division were alilo to roect to rozimcntnl 
oporations. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
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b, Order or Battle: 

(l) 5th Viet Cooc Divisicn: Hq 5th VC Div wns ·iocated . 
northoast of Bu Dop Villace (XU9729) tlonc the Cambodinn border. The · 
division was considered canbnt effectivo in personnel, eo,aj.pnent,. end 
possibly trllininc. Of the throe subordinate ro.::,'ir.lonts, the 88th NVA 
ReciJnont was in tho s:me conerlll. aroa, while tho 275th VC ReciJnent 
oper11.ted south of Son;;: Be Villaco (YU1708). Thcso subordinate units 
had sustained heavy ca.sualtios in ?.ctions nor.r Son~1 Bo. HCA'lover, b1 
the start of Oparation FARGO, those units hr.d cmjoyecl sufi'iciont time 
to retrain and re.:;roup, espocinJ.4, in view of their proximity to the 
Cambodian infiltr,'l.tion routos, The 274th VC no;mont was oport1.tinc 
on en independont mission in tho H:i.t Dich 1.roci. \lT.3006) and did not 
influenco roc:l.m.mtal o~r-'l.tions. 

(2) 9th Viot Cone Division: Hq 9th VC Div was located 
north to northoast of Loe Ninh Villuco I.I.lone tho Cambodic.."l bcrder. Its 
three subordirul.to roeimcnts wc.-ro just insido Cambodia in a posture that 
throatenod the Bu Dop-Bo Due aroa., The 9th VC Div was consiC:.c:rod mar­
r,in&lly canbo.t effective followinc sov~o losses in detoA.ts nt Loe 
Ninh Md Du Dop in late Octobor r.n<! early Docom~or. The nbility o! 
this division to quickly rcr,roup wns displayed by tho Now Yell.I' 1 s Dlly 
nttnck m tho US 25th In.f'nntry Division Fire Support Baeo BUR~ (XT4980) 
noar tho Fish flt.Ok RoGion, southwl,}st of tho Ru,:il:lontnl ~e:l. or Opara­
tions. Tho Viot Con~ nttnckod with olomonts of the 271st and 272nd 
VO Recimonta, su.f'i'urini~ a s1.-rious dofo/\t as tho intantrymon eountod 
382 Viot Cone bodies m tho 'bn.ttleriold. This rovorsru. reduced tho 
possibility ot tho 11th ,\rmored C,wnl.ry- noC,imcnt cnc~Ginc tho 9th 
VC Div in n dooisivo action, as tho onav h.'.'.d. boon forced to with-
dra.w end roc;roup. 

(.3) 7th NVA Division: Only the 165th NVA Ro:::;imont, 
located south ot Chon Thn.nh Vill.1.,:0 (XT7762) nstrido Nn.tionnl Hich­
w~ lJ, was illcodit1.te~ av~l,'\blo for om~loyt10nt in Militr.ry no[ion 
10. It W,'\s considered mnrcin.uly cor.tb~t oi'foctivo 1'ollowin& unsuc­
cosstul otfonsce alone Nation~1 HithW't\y JJ. Tho othor euborc!innte 
units, tho 101st ?NI. i!o,.~nt r.n<l tho 241st NVA toc1mcnt1 were cccn­
m:itt0<l 1n tho }!1.cholin Rubuur rl:-.ntl".tion :ul'! nortltwostern W:u- Zone 
C, respoctivo}¥. ?Joithor posed e.n ir.uinont throot to Opor~tion 
FAnGO. . 

(4) Tho B525 Trmiinc/ncrl~ccment Divisicn ret1td.ned 
doep in C~odio., wost 01' Loe Ninh Villaco. Tho 76th Ropla.cmont 
Roeifflant (-) continuod northc:\st of Loe Ninh Villn~u, ·".ll8o in Cm--
bodia. . 

(S) Tho An Loe Fl~toon and tho Loe Ninh Plntom, both 
looal cuorrUln units which woro ror,udod a.a ccmbt\t ettectivo, were 
av&ilcblo tor nctivitios nolll" their vill~-os t.nd lllcne Naticnal 
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Hicmmy JJ. 

·c. Intellieonco Soorc1Js: 

. (l) Initir.l i'lntn on Oporatiai FAnGO wns rrovir.'.ed by 
llnison visits by ro~ontnl stnfi' oi'fict.TS to Hq., II Field Force 
:md Hq, 1st In!nntry Division. 

(2) 1~c1ditional detillod intelli,:cnco w:is developed 
tran ini'om:,.tion obtnined !ran US .~ Spocinl Forces ~nd iJtVN 
aoorces por1i'1.,nently assi01od to tho .,rea. A sicnific,,.Jlt .intelli­
r.enco lx'\So wns nv:dle.blo nt thu concluaion oi' Orern.tion Ff.It001 nnd 
the intormr..tion w11s rrovidod to tho 1st In!'Mtry Division in i,..ntic­
ipn.tion of thoir t'Uturo o;iorn.tia-is in tho reeion. 

(3) Bocnuso of the hoavy onoriy concontr,r,.tion in the 
oren, tho E-63 Personnel Detector wns usoc". oxte11sivoly to coni':1.rtl 
poasiblo onacry locc.tions. Addition.c,..lly-1 inforr.i'.\tioh rrcn SL\n ms- · 
:aiona pointed tow:1rd ener-.11 ini'iltrc:.tio:1 throu;::h tho Fish Hook no­
cion end tho orce. northo:\st o! Loe Ninh Villn.co. Ini'rll.-red r:dssiona 
wore lnrr,>ly inconclusive duo to the vr.rious smll fires which occur­
rod. 

(4) The norir.ont:-..1 1onc r.D.."1CO RoconnrJ.ss11nce P~trol 
oporn.tod extons1Ycly1 provic!inc Mcur:".to indic:i.tions of Ollot\Y activ­
it7. /.dr\itim~., thoir role in st,".y-bohind nr.u.,ush pr.trols wca 
oxpiwled with cxcollont results. (Seo Soctic:a 16. LESSONS LE.'.!"Jm>, 
Porn b., (1),) · · 

d. Torrain nnd \'lor.thor: 

(1) Thu tcr:r.-un W:\G r.:uncrilly :mit~Llo tor lcr,:o-sccle 
armor r.iovOl!lOnt. Tho prm'lcy' rcstrictio:is wcro occ!!.!ionru stcc:, :ul-
1101 l\nd don so jun~lo which rO(lUircrl ju~l1J-bustin!'. techni(lUoS • 

. (2) Dry so~son conc\itiona continuod throughout ()per~ 
tion F,;r.oo. : No rnin w:1.s rocordod Md w:im nttornoon tet\por1?.turos 
in the 90-dotToo r:1nco wuro CCJ'i11'.ton. Evonin~: t131:1~_,rr..turos wore vrr, 
cool, orton droppin:: into tho hi·:h ~0-c\v::roo rr:i;~o. Li~ht winds 
out ot thll nort.ho:i.st wuro u3u~y v--.ri:l.Llo. Skios WiJZ'e cleo.r with 
cnq occMion!\l. sc~tt<ired clouc1s. Z.--.rly uornin,: ~tches of CX-0\lnd 
toe in tho lawl.inds occ:\Sionlllly restrict~ loc:'.l visibility. 

o. En~ noa.otion: 

(l) Viot Cm: rol\ction to Oporn.tion Ft.nGO w:,.a unex­
poot~ llc}lt. 

··coNFIDENT.IAL----·---r -
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(2) Scattorod lit:ht contA.Cts wore 11. d,'li~ occurrence 
o.s p-evious~ anfo enEEy ,n.rons wcro ontl;)red. Inc?ividu.-u ,...nd SC!.'lll. 
unit h!irnssint tMtics with /:£ rockots nrvl snipor fire prov.:dled. 

(3) On 6 Jtm, tho ror:iJ'!'11.mt Md its cruy r.i.,jor contact 
ot tho oparntion when tho 2nd Bs.ttlllion, 86th N"Jt. ~or,inont, which 
h4d rocont4' c.ovod ·rra:1 tho Bu Dop aron, attcaptod to lll:lbush H Can­
~, 2nd Squo.dron, ns tlv\t unit 0por11tod in the:, Fish Hook r.ec1cn. 
(SGO ;5oction ll. EtECUTION.) 

(4) M intonso sn.'\l.l-unit encwntor occurrod ca 9 
JM when L Troop, 3rd Squndron, en n rocamr..i.01nnco in force c.iasica 
in. ncrthcm Tey Ninh Provi..'lce, wos 11ttacko~ b;y en 18--cr.n nrt1~1d.llor 
t~. (Soo Soctica U. ~UTION.) . 

e. OVerlny Data: Tho .tollow:tnc :!ro locntions ot onq, 
units r-ricr to Oporntica Ft.noo. ~ those units ~caeidoroo a. thro:it. 
or ava1.lnble to support opor:itions with tho no::imntel lil"ea ot Opera­
tions aro llstoch 

UNIT 

., . -~CCSVN 

66th VC Gu~ Roct, 

Ill Sth VO Div 

88th NV.\ Roct 

275th VC !.ot>t 

Ill 7th NVA Div 

165th NV.\ Rol:t 

Mel 9th VC Div 

2'7lat vo noct 
272M vc noct, 

273rd vc noct, 

l'Tl494 

l"Tl494 

YU2039 

YU27.39 

YU1702 

Y.T5993 

>..T726B 

r.t18627 

. . • Ill lfW.tcr: .lorJ.cn 10 

rJ982S 

XU9729 

?U4940 

XUI.300 

?Ul232. 

. · .; • . :a525 nopl/'rnc D1Y ' ',, ., , .•• •i 

. ~;~ :,6th n1p1 loet, (•) 

,. 
' 
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mm: 
85th ne:ir Svc Gp 

86th near Svc Gp 

LOCATIOO 

Unloc.,,ted., possib].r XU9314 

YU2829 

9. · (C) MI5SIO?{: Cccmoncinr, 2l Dec 67., the llth Armored Cavclry 
Rei;il".118nt was to caicluot oporAti<l'ls in tho (lu,m Loi-Loo Ninh--Bu Dop m-oa 
to deat.ror onei:x:, nviin i'orco units., priz:larilr tho 271st, 272--ld., end 
273rd Viet caic Recuienta, clear~ socur(? Nati<l'lu Hijl'W:l.f 13 .tree 
M Loe to Loe Ninh., Md irovent 8tlOCl1 in!iltro.ti<l'l into the e.r~ trc:a 
CambodiD.. Tho ro~t wn.s llleo to bo pro}X\l'od to counter cn.r VC/}.TVA 
throot devel~ in tho south.,.iJst Fish Hook (XTS895) ond Tcnc Lo Chen 
(XT622810) m-ot.J an ardors !ran II Fiold Forcu. 

10. (C) CONCEPT CF THE 0PE"~TI0N: 

a. Phr.so I: On 2l Doo 67, tho 11th 1.cn minus the 3rd Sq_U3d­
rcn ,ms to mow !rm tho vicinity or W Kho to i.n toe. ~ 22 Dec it 
'W'\I to nttack north to Loe Ninh l"..nd OJ?Orl :md Ul1[,TM8 Nnt10Ml. Hir,hwn.1 
l3 to Cl-Ado SO. In ndc!ition., it w:-.1 to co:iduct lr..nd clc~nc opera­
tions to :J. m:1nimw:l or 100 motors en or.ch sido or Hi:hw~ 13 trm the 
'bridt-:e in vicinity XT722973 to Loe Ninh to 1:-crrnt movament ot o. h~V 
o.rtlllory bn.ttorr l'nd oncinoor o~p:::.ont to Loe ?linh. It vna also to 
provide socurit7 tor en~oor conct.ruction or Firo Support !Mo Hl1rry 
(XU73008S) in vicinity Loe Ninh until 042400H JM 68. ~ ardors tho 
3rd Squndrcn vr.s to rtovo !ran Bl.Aclchorsc B~.ao Cru:p to Join the recL­
mont ir. tho Loo Ninh nron. 

b. PMso IIt ~ order, thtl ror,imont we to :ittack r.lCftt'! 
tho too Ninh-Bu Dop l.'ns, dostror Viet Con: c.1'¥!. NV/. torooa in tho 
er.a ot opcr11tions, IU\d open Hi~hw~ w~ botwcon Loe N~ nnd·Bu 
Dop. 

a. Phaeo III: On or<lcr tho ro£,-i,11:.nt \ml to conduct rocm­
nai.aa1.1nco in t1,rco o:,or~ticna in tho nre4 of opor:.ticri1 to do1tr07 
VO/NV.\ tarooa nm. oat:,.bllsh sccurit:, positiai• to block int'..ltr:Lt1Cll 
trca Cm>=in •iurinG m in coardin.".tion w1 t.h tho lOllt ldrborno 
DiYilion. 

d. Tbrouc)\cait thC# ~:crtttion, on ar.:!cr !rm II Field Faroe, 
the, rocmont ,ma to bo yrcp.3rod to oa..intcr VC/NVA throat, dnolopine 
1n tho 1outhwost L""«l ot operl\tims in the vioinit7 ot the Piah HooW 
Tanc te Chen l'!•cicna. 

U. (0) ~I 0parAt1Cll l/.000 WM initiated. Cll 2J. Deo 
Ill vbm th• lit Squ~cn• · ot tho 11th ,\raartd C,,.'ffllrf R•~ 
z:mt. d11plaoocl trm the Ban CAt-Phuoo Vinh arcn ( loor.tim ot Opara­
t1cn QUICDIJ.vm) to the Pll:.00 I.re& ot Opc-aticm (IOO /.nnex B, Op-

rAgO' 
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tJratiCllll O\'eria,). The 1st Sauadron attacked into AO Benr,al, north 
ot An Loe, 22064SH Dec to establish laar:er positions Alpha (rr?l7-
978) and Bravo (XT720997), Fire Sup1-;ort Base Tan (XU72S016) and to 
support 2nd Squadron ta AO Battle north of :~o Beneal. The -2nd Squad­
ron moved throuch t.O Denr,al. to secure Fire tupport Base Harr:, (XU730-
08S) in the vicinit1 ot Loe U1nh a.nd to esta'l:.llsh Fire suwort Base 
Dick (XU7406). Cl>jectives for thia phase of the o;,eration . ( '.2 • 26 
Dec) were the aecurit7 of Nationa.l Ui;::hway ~ 1.~ th~r iq,uii.dron•a A01a, 
the construction ot three tire SUl)!le-t '111&es (Tan, Dick, and Harry), 
and the oonatruoticn ot Forward ·suPf\l,1 ,\r~a o.nd the Rer~.m~tal Cm,-
J:IDnd Poet i:.t Loe Ninh (l"U7)9098). . 

The Christmas Holid~ Truce took placo !ran 24l800H Deo to 2Sl.800H . 
Dec. There voro two r.dnor incidents durin;: this period. A liatening 
poet frm B Troop cbaervod two Viet Conr, aJJ!roa.chinc ita poeiticn at 
250200H Dec llB1 took them under tire. At 250800H Dec an Off .. 23() in 
vtd.ch tho lat Squadron Ccmuindor wu min.::- ~ rt:>connaiaaanc• near the 
Clmbodian border rooeivod 11.utcrJD.tiol woo.pono f11•e. 

~ 26 Doc Rano Plow oporntion1 wore bo1 un bf tho 168i;h lncineor 
CClllplmf (ooardinated by the CO, 919th Enr:-'.nuar Ccmpaq) to oltGI' tht 
·juncl• to a di1tanc1 ot 100 ?:Jet~a an both uidoa ot Hir.~ 13 frail 
XT?62WI (Yic1nit7 An Loo) to XU74'J'173 (Vicinity L01> Ninh} and cm­
tinued until 12 Jan 68 when tho o~oration vu canploted. Durint: tht 
period ot thG opcn-atian,· tho onr,inec- wort: to:u:-.1 olG,uood 9,0 aero■ 
ot lii:ht. to heavy .1unrJ.o, thereby virtually ol.im.Mtinc Viot Cone 
tax colleot.icn point, ,md IU:iliush sito1 l\lcnc this pcrticn ot Hic.l'Dtq 
13. (8" S.cticn 12, Suwortinr; Porooa, !n1"inoor.) 

Alto en 26 Doo the lat Squ:\drcn minua A Troop covoci ncrth ot 
Loe Ninh alcnc Hi{;hl,q 13 to the, CrnbodiM t>ardur to conduct tho 
ti.rat reoonn&iaeancu in force o:,o:-~tion llt ~l\tion ,~-.nco. A Troop 
rednod bohind to IOCUN /~C Bonr.al Md YU Niil!t.C~ b7 G Troop, 
2nd Sctuadi'on, OPCCB to the lat Sq,uadrcn tar th• dur"ticn ot tho mi•• 
11cn. J..t 1300 hcva, l.n_l",incCII' Sur1,oz,t, Baao Bill (;uT706.\'78) vu 01• 
t.Abllalwd, ond all CMouvcr ol.ct\omta woN de:,lored in /.t, C&1nce. 
()pcrAticn1 voro oanduotor\ !\lone:: Hir.mtnr 13 to tt-.o Cnd.Jodi,m bardor, 
wt no en~ contn.ct vu i-.Nio. i,t 27l;.CO:J 01>0, tho mi.Nian vu ter­
lllinllted without incidunt a:.d by 1600 hca'• all clCDll\ta had returned 
to AD Bcinrnl. t'pan n.rrivinr; at Loo mr~, G Troor Nvorted to tba 
oanwol ot thD 2nd Squ.adrcn, t\nd : .. Troori rcturnod to lit, bldrcn 
oaatl'ol. 

Tbt 2nd Squ,\dron oCIU!ucW ,m axtoneiw N0CII\MiHIDOO 1n tc:roe 
operation durinr, 29-30 Doc in tha aroll n.rthout ot too linh, but 
\be c-, aYGidtd all ocnt.tict vi.th tho •~en. 

C. 30 Dto tho 3rd Squodrm deplri,ed Blaolch.-c-n Buo Camp to 
JoiA tba nciMnt in Opw.ticn PIJt00 and eet-bliabod. a tire IUppcl't . . . . 
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basv northwost of Loe Ninh r..lonc F.i,:-hwo.y 14;. ( XU739098) • Fran 
this location, the so_uadron conducted loc.'-ll. roconnaissance in 
torce opur:.1ti.ons durint; t.hv }\ .. l'iod 1-5 ,.T:1n 6C. Licht' contact 
was Mde cm eove:rn.l occ.l.sions with cn~y P.FG to,"J:'ls, possibly 
operatin{; in conjunction with a tiix collection point. 

In Janunrr tho 1st Squa~on continued its r:dssim of socurine 
tho I!er,imental Ccu.\tll'ld Fost, tho Forwt•.rd Supply .:.res., the RCltlo 
Plow teMLS clul'll'inc Hi~hwny JJ, Md the lo;·istical. convoys 'bet.woon 
Loe Ninh Md An Loe. In al.'.dition; troop-size raconn:-u.ss~nce in 
torco operations woro con~uctoo d:dly durinc the p'4"i<X! 6-ll J:m 
by B Troop Md D Cmp-my, resultinc in tho discover:7 r..nd dost.ruc­
tion ot mmerais onoey tunkors in tho ,,icinit7 o! :-:U76SJJ8 Md 
XT?oe<:119~ 

Ch 6 J:m tho only z:-.ajor contnct ot tho O!)l.:r<'-tion occurred 
whon tho 2nd Squnt.ron was B1.ll:,ushcd by tho 2nr•. BA.tt:iliai, 88th NV.\ 
r,01.,ir.lunt, 1.-l tho donso juntlo or tho Fish P.ook r.o, i.on {i;:?5895) .• 
southwvst of tho Blnckhorao /\0. :.t 0008 hrur~, Ill\ ndvMco olcocnt 
ot tho Elllor.\Y torco n.ttn.ckod 1r~1.'\turt:~.r, ;-.nd 11..-n H Conp.,ny to bc­
lievu initit\J.l.y thnt tho;r h~ contMt with only nn uncey saU!ll!. 
An NV!. aoldicr cnpturccl t\ftor tho br.ttk r~vc~cd th$\.t his aupori­
crs h!\d told h1J:l tho nrnbush woull Lo ~.ir,;ctcd t..- ni.'1St n truck cca­
va,. Undai':Jtu!ly sur;risod by th-:; ur.~;:p,.:ct..:dly. hll•'lVY' Nturn tiro 
'Which thu tnnks dul1v1.:rorl, thll North Vietnt1r..~Sij soldiers retrcatod 
floa:i thoir bunk\ol'& nlcac: the entire l1.>m~h o.r their 1Jomiah position. 
H Canpeny pu-auoo, but its OA.ncuvcrn.Lility w .... a auvcroly rostrictod 
bT th\l thick vor.ctll.ti0n in thu nrc11. Ho11.vy tround cmt:l.ct continuod 
until 10)0 hours when H Cc:nrMf wi.tha-1..--w to allow cl010 nir auppart 
"lld ari.illC4"7 tiros to bu t,rairht to.ll1Jnr upon tho un~ls positim1, 
Sovon urltrikos WllrO rM.do, 1%\:-,loyin:: nl\pili., ·hirh ox;,J.oeivv bmbs, 
and ~ CMncn 1'1ra. J!i;J.icoptcr iunshi:~ .-:,.lso nsar.ultlld '11\Cffl1 lo­
cmtiona. B Troo~ Wt\s th"n navl.Xl into tho ·".l"6"- encl r..ftur c\18t\OUJ\tinn, 
it part,ioir.atod in r. ccrJ..in~l tw-infl\Jlt.ry ewoi>p ot tho erga with 
H CmJV1Z17. Thia w.nouvcr succood\lf1 in rcutin~; r~y Nl'l,'li.nine on=, 
olcanta. Thw ..111uinc pirauit, hCIWllvcr, failed to ro~~"'1n ocnt'l.ct 
'Witb tho cna;iy, l\ntl l\ir atriki.:a ond n.rtUl\ll'Y wore c"1.la(\ in cc .-..ie­
poot«\ on~ withdr,w,u raitus. 4'~ auto~uoni:. ao:,rth 01 the ,nooa 
rovoalud tMt 40 UnoJ:V h:,d been lri:.l,:,d (tioct, ca.int). Chi> JTilalCZ" 
ot WQI' VM ~. US loescs wro t-hrue kill~\ Md six VQ.lnded, 
In ndditicc, throo i.!t-47, mo r.PG-7, nn1 u1:·?.t r.?C-7 ra.mcla ,r,-cro 
a&J')turld. 20 cna:iy \i\Ulkura wru <!.isc0"1crod r.."'¥1 ~u,troyed "t tho 
lllbulh eite. 

~ 6 JI\D tbo 3rd Squ.1eon 1-1ovod •~ t.h,,.ut Ill.ens Hi;.-~ 21.6 
to tho Yioinit:, ot tho Spocinl. Pcrcos C1'np l\t. Ton: Lo Chen (XT622• 
810). Tba lqWt,m'Cll u~lishod n. ti.-o auppcet br.ao n.n:1 in1t1Atod 
roc~anoo 1D 10:-ce opc::r~ticna 1n narthorn Tq Ninh Provinco. 
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On 9 Jm,., while opurn.tinc sruth of the Fish Hook Region (XT5895), 
the 3rd Squadron, 11th ACn, ho.d cont:1.cts. with sevcrtl three-man · 
a.rtior:-ld.ller tonrns fran the 271st VC r~ecimunt. 'Xhe en6l!lf o:chioved 
m.odera.te s\\coess as .. ,ho US losses were six WHA ~d cno tank dem&.eed • . 
Tho eni:ll:W .force suffered no }mc,.,m c:1.su.'3.ltiue. The c~enso juncle 
onaLlocl tho (,'flOllty to aohi~vo surpi:-ise ;md sc.v-erely hru:lpored effective 
en~-'lcet1ont nnd i:m-suit by· thti squadron. A Hci ChP-.nh who was involved 
in this notion stated thnt ho w~s one of 18 enemy soldiors who left 
their hnse c~p in Cambodin every r:1ornine in six throe-mm nPG-7 · ·. 
nr1:1or-ld.llor teNJS l".nd noved south in·~o tho squaclron 1s j~o. Ho fur­
ther statod thnt n torun consistoo of ono runner tri:ied with the now 
RPC-7 (nocket Propelled Grom~e) nncl two nnI.ru..11ition t:otll'ers cn:rry­
in~ threo rockets oach and n.mod with 1.S.47. The nission of . er..eh 
tePL1 w~s to dostroy- ono arr.iorod vehicle P.nd thon rvturn to b~se 
l'.reas within tho Fish Hoolc n~~:ion a.cross tho Cambodian uordor. 

On 10 Jen tho 3Td Sc.,u!"~ron becnne OPCCN to tho 3rd Bri:~11.do., 
25th Inf'I.Ultry Divis::.on, ,i,ncl pArticipn.tod in Op.;.irnt-ion -YEr..LOOTONE, 
conducted wost of the Fish Hook :1u['ion in.Tny- Ninh Frov:l.nco. The 
sguaclron, opcrn.tint; with +,ho 2nr.l B,~ttnlion, 22nd Muchr.nizod Ini'nntry-1 
porf'ortlOC\ roconn.usaanco in 1'crco or,or:-.:'.;i ,·:ns in this a.roll. w:lth only · 
licht contnct lilJitod to i:u.nin;· nn•! nrnor-killcr t~".T.l nttncks. On 
lJ JM tho 3rd Squactron rovortc<! to ru,·ir1ont:\l ce:ntrol. · 

The ;rd Squndron novod frm Tent; Lo Chon en 14 J:m Md osto.b­
lish1Jc\ 'ie.fonaivo positions nlonL' Hichwny l'.3 in thu Loe Ninh ~.roa. 
The ;rd Squadron al.so nssunod tho dutius previously nssicnod to the 
·1st Squadron ot aocuri?l!; tho Roonentn.l CC"ll"'.Md Fost nnd Fcrwnrd 
Supp~ /u-oa Md 1~ovidinc oscort for tho lo,,1.stica.l cc-nvoya \.ii;>twoen 
1-.n Loe imcl Loe Hinh. It continu¢ thuso oissicns until 2l JM when 
Oporaticn FJ.r.GO wr.a terrninnted. · 

On l4 Jnn tho lat Squrulron movvd ncrthc!\st en r.cuto J.4/\. tcwnrd 

·. -~ ' '" 

Bu Dop under OPCl'i.D Fi.r.GO LWCOl,N • ~1h1le novinr. taw!U'd Firo Suppc,rt 
B~ao Kni.fa (XU884185), D Ca:ip:my 01.ptured tw.., Viet Con,';. in vicinitr 
XU875l8S. B Troop ond D CC'f.tpnny ost:'\.t,llshod Firo Support Bruse Kn11"e 
Md A Troop Md C Trc,op occupied Fire St.\F,.)crt BMo Sloopcr (XU800l2S). 
Durinr, aubsoqu-mt roconn~sonnce in .fl'TCO oi;;<..rntio:na in vicinit7 . 
Fire Support B~sd Knitc.i, D Ccn.ic-:.--.ny t'l!'.du two c<'nt:-..ets with small Viet 
Cont, patrols, killinc one cnc::ty solclior. Throe ~hya l11ter, 11 \"iet 
Conr, bllllevod to hnvo boen wounded in one or tho tir,hts r:\lli~ to · 

-- j 

B Troop. · 

. ,, Troop, sonrchinr, 1n vicinit;y l'U850l55 where one· of its ,'J¼.V1 & 

h.,d been struck by- Nl r.PG rounc!, locntoc e Neonti, occupied 'bnttal­
ion-eizo bMo onElp. Cl\pturod mtorinl wr-.s uvMu~ted, r.ir. tho camp 
WU deetrewyed. 
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On 17 J:•n th,. lot 5q.ia.c\ron minus B Troo~ nnd D Ca:ipany 11t Fire 
Support Ba.ae Knife, moved frct1 Fire Suppa.rt Dnse Slee:rer. Howitzer 
Battery moved into Fire Su:'liort Dnse Knife while the rest ot the ·. 
squadron continued to Fire Sul)!'.crt B:ise f>harp (1.11854153). Reconnnis­
SMce in force operations were conducte(~ frcr.1 these. fire sur,iport, 
tiases until 19 Jnn when the entire squc. ·.ron w".s c0nsolic\nted at Fire 
Sur,part Base sleeper · tor a. two-d~.y: n'\inten3..--ice period in rrepnrntion 
for future oper.:i.tions ond the J.GI/ClJIT to ,be hel<l in Febru,,ry. 

On 21 Jnn the 2nd Squndron termin.i.tecl Or,ert.ticn F:.r.oo Mel moved 
into ntto.ck positions along Highwey 13 ·to .1oin the 101st Airbcrne 
in Operntion A.'lrl'J.J;./C:.SFX. • 

12. (C) SUPPOOTING FClr.CES: 

a. Artillery 

(l) Artillery units firing in su1-11-,0rt of the reginent 
during Operation FAr.GO were the orGanic hcwitzer ;;att,eries; A Battery, 
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery; ann C Battery, 6th Battalion, 27th 
Art.iller,✓e The two batteries frco the ~7th Artillocy ·wero assigned 
the nission of general support to the 11th Ai-r:1n·ec: Ca.valr7 negiJ:lont 
by II Field Fc:rce Artillery. Each wa.s a ccti1posite l75r.iru/8u battery 
and could cc.var the reginent Is operations to \Ji thin 2000 t1eters of 
the Oaob<Y.:ian l tTc!er. Also under regir.1ental o;;era.timal control · 
was one platoon of :r,.t421s (ttr.n l►(u1 dusters) of' A Battery, 5th Ent­
talion, 2nd Artillery, cno searchlight 'fll&toon ( rour lights) ot I 
B&ttery, 29th Artillery, and a socti<Xl of }~55 1s (fair cal. ,50 ma­
chineguns) ot D Batter1, 71st ~tillary (iJ>). Those . elemonts wore 
integrated. into tho ~rinotor dofonse plan tar the Loe Ninh &:'ea 
an:! the r:.ogiJ:.ental. Farwarcl Support area, in the vicinity -of tho Loo 
Ninh airstri1;. 

(2) '!'~e tyrt:e or artillery t:i.res ornplored during Fl.r.GO 
were: 

(a) Defonsive concent1•ations 

(b) Cfr.;servcr-n(~just~. r.issicms 

( c) Harassi tent a."l" ~ ktci·~.icticn 

(d) Navigo.ti~ 

(o) Pro~ations 

( t) Pre-;.ilann"'1 firea en call 
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· (3) The following Fire Support Bases were used by 
supporting artillery units ·during F.Ar..GO: 

(a) F3B Ta-.1 (XU?201) How Btry- 1/11 

(b) FSB Dick (XU7406) How Btry- 2/11 

(c) FSB Harry (XU7307) C Dtry- 6/27 Arty 

(d) FSB rat (XT6S99) . How Btry- ·2/11 · 

(e) FSB Sar. (XU79l2) !!ow Etry- 3/11 

(:) An Loe (XT7899} ;;. Btry- 6/27 :.rty 

(4) Each of the above FSB locations was ~ti.thin range · 
of at least one of the other FSB locations a..~d ~"ithin range of the 
Canposite General Support Batt~ry at C..unn Loi. This positioning · 
insured tu3.Ximu:i artillery support. .Artillery fires we;re available_ 
throughout the negimenta.l /,0 a.nd were i.nr.1oc~iatcly on call during 

.. ·:·. 

ea.ch of tho s~aclrons• reconnaissance in force o~,erations. Another 
factor enhancing the offectivcness of the artillory support was tqe 
0-1 aircraf't provided daily Ly II Fiulcl Force for an aerial artillocy­
o'bserver, This air ol:.scrver wns available for ill convoy rioves as 
well as during to.ctical operations.. By use of this aircraft., observed 
artillery i'ires coulcl te utilized for prec~eion fire ~ follow-up 
ot intolligonco reports a.s required. 

(5) NOl·r Techniques: During Or,erntion FJ'iRGO., each time 
a tiro support baeo was vaca.tec!., tires wore schedulod on that location 
and incorporatod as H&I fires, ilso., at va..·ying ti.mes throughout the ·. 
night, msse<l fires would be doll verocl an the vc.eant FSB. Provious 
exporieneo shwod that tha Viet Cong dug up vacatod FSB fat' ito::is ot 
use to tha::i· -»" wpla.cod r.dnos to hll.rass returning artillery units. 
Incorporating thoso loc11.tions in the 1-&I fil•os anc.! keor,-i.ng tham undor · 
surveillance roducor\ Viut Cong acc~os to these areas. 

l>, Engineer 

(i) Diroct onginoor suppoi•t was ~ovidod Ly tho 919th 
l!ngineor Cccpany (lil't'\ore<l). Initially_, tho 1st l'la.toon, 919th En­
ginoers, provi~od support to tho 1st Squal.ron, nnd tho 3rd Pla.toon 
supportod the 2nd Squa,!ron. When th1;1 )rd St:ua.t:!ron joined tho O?:ra­
tion on 30 Doc, the 2n<! Platoon proviclor.1 it with direct support. 
'l'hrcughout tho or,0rl\tion, tho cor.ipn.r,v ca:ir:vmc! post was located with 
tho Rogir.lontnl CCE':W\<\ Post. 

(2) During tho first phaso or the operation, tho' 919th 
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Engineer Cwpany was charged with coordin~tion ot the route clearing 
mission alcng ?lationol Highwey 13 f'ran X.T7 629Cf/ to XU7 f+'JCf/3. · A tean 
of 8 Rane Plows was organized 11.,<1 a.ssiswcl n11 follows: · 

na-m FI.ms: 
l 

4 

2 

l 

UNIT: 

919th Engineer Canpany (~ored) . 

9th Ini'n.-,tey Division 

557th Light F.CJ,uircent C~pany 

Hq ca.1pany; 168th Enginoor Ba.ttillon (C) 

(3) The ca:ipney was also charger.\ with the respaisit•il­
ity of constructing dei'ensivo hmkers and cl.rcrai't rovettto.,ts in thG 
Forward Support Aroa. at Loe ?linh. This plat,oon-•siz\)d · m.ssion wa.s 
rotatod among tho throo platoons soloctod a.s ·oho tncticel. situation 
JA}rrdttocl. To satisfy tho irJno~iate r.0ed for helicoptur rovet.z:ients, 
700 empty 55 g,ll.lon POL c1rw:1s woro trnnspcrtoc~ fra:1 C"'1.an Loi to the 
Farwnrd Support iiroa. E101;1onts of the con; '-?cy constr·o.1ci.ev. two fixed­
wing rovotoonts and six UH-1 rovotmcnts~ '£,:o of tho UH-1 rovctconts 
wore ccnstructotl using M-S r:iattinc. 

(4) · The cci.1p:my ~lso caic!uctoo junglo clon.ring opera­
tions to rrovicl.o suitnulo o.'t'on.s for lE'.nding zones :m<l ca:lJiVUld r,ostl!I. 
In addition to the llllld clo:.u-ing opura.t:i.onc, tho coop11.n1 dug a:ipl.nce­
monts for vohicles and caistructod hems around tho caDa?K.1 post lo­
cations using i.ts argnnic tnnk-r!ozcrs M1 1..,ulldozor. 

(S) Ono le.tcrito lmrrCM rit ~-S dovolo;c(: nt XT,f/Z,029 
for the IJJrposo of filling 55-gillon r.runs to t:o u,ocl · in a:l.rcr1\1't 
rovttttl<r1ts an,l tor gcner:il fortificaticm work. 10,000 cul..ic yr.rds 
of till wore provicloo frcn this pit., which was ccuploto]3 stripped 
at tho tormination of tho O!.orll.ticn. 

(6) Durins tho continuing r:lino SW\leping oporo.tioms., 
elononts of the 919th E&1gir.oors rlotoctod ond ~.'3stro;yed fivo antito.nk 
mnos end ovacuntac ono r.r~t.itr..nk r..ino (M!Al) for owluo.tion. The 
canJ:llln1 lost ono M.48A3 TarJl:...-\ozor ,~uo to tlino deJ:1Age w!wn the tank 
struck 11n ostir.m.totl 35-r,ound iii.no ~t XT57CU43. 

c. Chum.en.ls 

(l) E-63 FcrsoMol Detector MiRsionsr Tho 33rd Choc.1.­
cal Dotnchment conr1,ucted :ll.uoot daily ;:orsam1Jl t\etoctcr T.lissicns ovor 
ausr,ected ona:v- L4io c.o.z:ip situs and infiltr:ition routes alcng th• 
CAmbodian uardor. 
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(2) niot Control .;.r:,ent (CS) O:; .::rations: On 20 Jan 68 
ten E-158 CS Cluster Bonibs wcro ,.'.rop:xi•: i'::cn a UE-lD on a ouspccted 
on~ force c!isccvorcd 1.y ?.. l'C:rsonnol dc.,cct.cr uission which ir:11::cdi­

, ately ~ecodcd it. Following the CS di~cp, nrtillory w::i.s fired into 
the area with unlmown results. 

clT Array Aviation: 

(1) General: The o.viation oler.!ents su:,~;o-::-tcr: the rogi­
m1Jnt with (16) 0H••23G, (12) UH-lD, and 19 UH-10. The 0H-23G wore 
flown a totlll. of 747 hours, consu.'led 13,41~6 -gillons of 115/145 fuel, 
ancl transporter. 1,048 pa.ssoneors. Tho UH-lC nrt1ecl helicopters flow 
657 hours, consur.ion 36,135 gnllons of JP-4 fuol, nnd fired 235,075 
roun1s of 7 .62nn, 968 rwnc!s of 2. 75 inch, n.ni:1. 1,291 rounr~s of 40r.lr.l. 
Throe structures wore destroyed. The UH-J.D helico;,tors flow 684 
hours, consunvc! 37,540 gillons of JP-4 fuc:l, transported 3,878 pas­
aongors nnrl cnrrio:l .38 tons of c,'l.r8o (1,26 tons per dcy). 

(2) :hi'lploynont: 

C or.in:md e.: TI.dcon 
Control 

0H-23G 1,545 27 

UH-le 

tJH-lD 215 

Troop Lift 

385 

.38 

96 

Totnl. Sorties 4,630 

(3) l-L'!intonr:.ncc: 

en ~ 

0H-2)G 16 

UH-lC 12 

UH-lD 19 

o. Air Poree 

Av:rlhi.llo 

ll.8 

9,5 

15.j 

298 

Acrin.l 
~;port & 
ncaction 
Force-

1,250 

ca~unlty Ev~cu~tior. 
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(1) Tho Rcginont?.1 Tn.ctical ld.r Control l'e.rty (TACP) 
was loc,-iten with the Regu:1cntal Cot!l:l,.'\Ilrl rost tl-.rc·ughout tho 01~ra­
tion. Aircraft wero flmr.i 01,;.t cf Lo~ 'Ninh 6lI·ing th;;: ·1,v with an 
e.ircrert Cl'1 night alert also at Loe NL,ho Oparacti~s At Loe Ninh 
wore n.'lc!e .fcrtsiblc ty trans~.'e>rting n fuel ::.unp fr~ 'Dien Hoa Air 
Base .MCt l:y construction of rcvutucmts on the nir.Hold • . 

,i (2) While nt Loe tJinh. tho ra.tlio r.1Clu'lt -f-.ran nn Kl.08 
joop was .. inatollc..'<i in the S-3 Air ti•n.ck. This g-'lye '!:.Gttor rccop­
t1911/tnz~llld, .. 1Cl'1 pa,,,er on nil r.-\Clios in l.lddition''to givir.g grenter 
pr_otectien ,k> tho rM.ioa and operator. . 

(3) Sorties Flown: 

0-1 122 

F-100 144 

F-4C 1G 

B-57 2· 

i.-37 17 

(4) Orc!na'.lce l!xr,on-:!o·:: ( in roun<ls) 

UU-27 2W 

MK-82 291 

1':IC-81 12 

MK-ll7 133 

CBU 6 

:r..ockota 16 .. ' , . 
C-'llibor .50 1600 

20.-.u 6!~9,200 

7.l2al 57,600 

(S) Ba.il,; D111'l!.g1J i.ssc:ss.":lc..nt: 

Bunkore Deatro;yorl 88 

DarJagOO 6 

P&&e 13 
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Uncovered 1 

Tronches Destroyed 25 

Uncovurecl 30 

Trails Uncovered 85 

Structures Dcstroyod 7 

Dar.ingcd . 1 

Foxholes Destroyed 10 

Uncovered 2 

r. Civic :.rfairs/rsychologicn.l ~l~rf,'.'.l"o: The Civic .\ffa:3.rs 
efforts wero c!ircctcc. at coor:!.tn:::.tfag ro:td.-clc.m;dng opcr, .... tions along 
Highw11.y 13, raj·itl processing of incirhmts wit!-1 Vi0tnru-.wsc civilians, 
Md ro:r:niring dar:i:i.ge c!ono to c.:iv:G.L:m rroi:,.;.;:·~~,. Boforo tho o:;uration 
beean., it wns c~ocic:ed th:i.t roD1l cl.Jari;1g o; :(,rr.tions in tho Reginantnl 
CClllnllnd rost P.nd Fonm.rd Surr;ort i-.:rc:-i. locr.tions wo-..ilc! not Le coorf.i­
nat(;.(1 until tho rogir.lcnt a.rrivor! in tho n.rc~ of o:ic1·c.tions. This was 
done in or<ler to r1.1sguiso tho ti.".li::18 n."1r: mi.tu·o of Oporn.tion r:..nco. 
Tho Psycholor,ic:>.l. irr.rf.,rc effort consisted c.f a Chiou Hoi car.i;:,.-1ign., 
a rcnnrd crnp,'.\ign., rn.:•icl renction to intclliecnco., tind n s::iecinl 
effort dovotod to f:u'li.lin.rizi:ie tho i;opulntion in tho F,'JiGO :area ot 
ei,01"':'.tions with tho pur:·,os...: of tho opcr,.,.tion. 

(l) Civtc .'.fi'nirs: 

(a) 'l\-ro r.roLlu.is !lov1;1lop~~! in this nron. Tho 
?:"OVince chiof or Long Binh ,·ro,·incc clic: not w.nnt :-u'..)!:,;;a- trocs cut 
~ong tho ro.:ir!s., nr.r! tho r.r.n::i.gcoont of the cr::o nantation in Loe 
Ninh was rlisplc.:iscd with th~ ~1r~sonco oi' tho rcr.,iti~nt in tho r..roa, 
The resolution ot those ~ii'ficultics, ?'-rticul.1'1!"~ thoso with tho 
plMtntion owner occupioc! co:1oir!\lra:..10 tine !':-a.1 22 Doc 67 to 15 
Jan 68. 

(t,) Tho rwsist,"..'"lce oi' th:.: 1.rovinco chi.et wr.s 
ovorcCl!\o when Lt. °'-'nor:u Wvyan, ·., Caii·t"'n::!inb Ckncrnl, II· Field F~rco., 
convince<\ tho III C,;i•r,s Ca,l!:1.-tm!cr th:\t ru~l.er trocs should bo cut 
whan thcro was a eotir.itv tactic:u ncuc to do so, 

( o) Tho plnnt,ntion r."'\nn.cur.~nt wns conc~nod !or 
sovoral rol\:Jons, Fil•st., thv)· .:!id not l.i~::..: the rvgir.cnt 1 •3 occup."'.ti.on 
ot :,l&ntation land nlong tho 1".!"0t.'ip. Secom!., t!':oy folt th:it their 
own socurit1 wns thro"tcn~ 1 y th~ lll"Ooo.,co of t:icticr.l units wrich 
r;iight invito Viot Cong attac~s. Third. th~y tu11.roc th~t th~ rosmcnt 1s 
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eventu.'l.l departure would lead to rc;,r:!.s,'l.ls'> - Tho r.1Ann.ger,1ont there-· 
fore requostod thD.t the rogii;1,mt cith..::• r-c-loc,..,tc its Cor::J:Jc,nd 
Post or include tho hmcs of the r.~'W1.geI.1.ont inside its perir.leter. 
Sinca the :rlri'ield w::.s necessary f :;r Oi,er:1.tions and logistical 
support, the first rcc;,uct.t could not be gr:>.ntod. The seccnd re­
quest, · if grruitud, woul(! h,we rcfiuircd tying i".CTc.it~ . ..:mil con'..;l".t 
elenents to a static defense td.ssir:nj therefore~ it WP...S 11.lso 
denied, Despite this nncl thi.; cuttinc of r:.i~b:lr trees r..lo:i.g the 
Airfield, the plantP..tion nanager.1cnt cooporntcd Ly ofi'vr:i.:ig a 
we.tor point n.nd pump for the roginent I s uso and Ly providi.ig 
gcnerol intolligcmco of tho area. 

(d) Civic action W,'l.s linitod rrm".'.rily uy the 
loclltion M.c\ missions cf tho squr.clrons during the operA.ticnt 450 
pounds o! .t'ood woro d"tstritutod in the Loo Ninh cron, o.nr. tho 
North nnd Scuth Gntos of the villnr;c were I'O!)t'.ired nfter thoy 
wore d/U:lll.ged by tr::i.ok vuhiclos. Fina.1.ly, ono 1-:mc:.r wo.s conducted, 
and 33 pooplo wero tron.tod. 

(2) rsych<"lcgicl'.J. w,~farc: 

(:,,) 31 l!orir.l loaf1t:t r.iissi~ns ,,ore flo.,,71 in sup­
port c:f Qr,<;:rA.tion F,·.nao, droi.,r>i.nG 11 tc-t::J. of 1, "/0J,300 lol'.fic:ts. 
27 o.orinl l,'.'llldsriofl.kcr r.dssie'lns wJru flown, ·~ct,'1.ling 19 hours, 45 
mnutes c,£ t.rondc11.st ti:1~. Thi::; cffcrt W-"-S cqu;,.lly dividod lctwccn 
a rre-Tet Chiou Hci c."'.r.li,1:i.ign ,1."ld n. row:-!xc.l fer ini'~:::r.11ticn c,".'.r.l:mit;n. 

(L) Ti.1crc w:i.s little roSi.)onso !'rcr.,-tho Viotn.u::ese. 
pooplo in tho lll'On of Qfll.)rntions. Thuy we:ro net uni'rit.:nnly but 
wore reserved. This w~s tho first tit1e th'\t ~ US ti:-.ctictl unit 
h~ rEnAined in tho N'G/1. for M.Y lvnzth of ti:.:oi> Thero wo.s no 
response 1.1.t ~11 to the r,:.-wl'.rcl for inforr.,~.ti:~n c~r.1.icn. 

( e) Threo }loi Chm ho c."'r:-) t0 tl10 Ngir.:ont during 
Oporc.tion F!J1GO. Ono c•f thon hl'.d ~ fr,ct 1-1•:,m off '\'1hich Mcrm.nte 
tor his r:l.llyint, yot throe w::-.3 :1.n unus'J?.lly high r.\.nl.ur c,f re­
turnoos tor euch n sh,.,rt :·vri~l. Until th~ i•cGif:iont nrrived., no 
ooncontr:itoc! rsyors h,1.cl uccn ccmt1uct~. in tho llroo., 1>.nrl little 
ot whnt hlld 'Lean Gl'no w:i.s :Ln cc-njunottiln ,:1th tn.ctic.:?.l. 61:1J1•:1tions. 
This nny r..ccount fer th~ two unwr.u::r~od l!oi Chr.nhs. 1~ t~~ ra­
ccr1ling ot o:\eh of th.;ec i-otu~•nuvo wr.s r.-.... <!c fer ir..:iedicto rsyor,s 
l~depoo.kor ox;il '.):!;~:,.ti ·->n. 

13. (C) r~ULTS: 

P(Lge 15 · 
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Porsontlel: KIA filh. 
13 79 

Equip:nont: D,'l!ll:1gcd 

MkS/<~ ~ k~..2:::2,r 

2 2 l 

Destroyed 

1-I48A~ ~~ 

2 9 

!£U:;tl~ 

Persormol: KI/, (BC) KIA (P~). r2:! a~ Det,1inees 

49 22 .'.3 3 2,'.3 

Fortific?.tions: ~z:! Fo:xholcs Hu·t~ B:i.:13 Cn.".'l:e!_ 

661 li.58 8 14 

l!',quipll(:int: ~ Minos bJ::::!11. RPG-2 nds nrG-·3 Rdi, Er.Ci-7 Launcher 

6 8 ; 4 l l 

RPG-7 Rds Gren Launcher ~ l:f.ort tds _poc( in lbs) Med Supl( in lb'l) 

7 

Clothing(in lbs) 

100 

2 

Foodstutt's ( ir, pounns) : 

23 . 8 

3 122 

n. Loi;5.st.ic~ Support: 

39 2 

1200 200 

(1) During Operation F:.rtGO, tho ro~i&lent wss supportod 
l'>gisticnlly fra?I ,i, Forw;o.rcl Surpo:-t I.rel\ ( FS:. Lowis) ost11.bllshod l:;y 
tho S&igcn Support Ca:imMd. FSI. t1.."Wis w,.s !ormcd at An Loo an 2) 

Fngo 16 

------- ~· -· - ·-• ... ··-

CONFIDENTIAi 

' 11) • • 



!W!!llllllll~:!~!'-11/14,!'_""'_!'~:~-..,::~::-=--·---...-.-·-·-~ ..... -.... -... -.. ....,.....,.,_....-- _-_;_-~_.,,,,:::::----""'_ ... _,.._ .,._ ""_ -_ ... _ -__:__.,. =_ =_ -•• -............ ~- -.- _- _-

I 
I 
l 

I 
I 
I 
i 

Dec 67, moved to Loe Hinh cq :!.!~ ~t:1,l 25 D-:c 67 m (! wns ,'\ctivcly 
supporting th~ NJiri,,n':. 1.y 26 D<.;c o7. 

( 2} Tb, !~j, '.··r ovil\ :t! Cl='.~r. I, EI, l"'J1,: IV, nnd 
linit,cd Cl:ir.s IV :::a;.•; -1 ~.,;:.;, :Li :7 Ui.~bl! ,•;i;;Li, i,~r ::.t~n~ .'\r,d l ''.!'ri~ 
rn~tcri 'lls. i:::int,..in.m, :;;; ~-111 ·:·,n.,·t L:t t:1~ '.>5lnt L::.['!:t, I::-.i:-.Ln·..1~c;~ 
C0t1"::i.ny, •'\ ln1..n,·'.!')• ."'nd ~:1.tb ;!lri.tocn, ,~l:d .'!. 1.-r:1.v.:s rci::.,1·::.•r-.·a,,.1 
section constitut.:.-r. the r.:r:."1::.,1ing cu:Jport ;,rov!A:,.:! l:y I•::-.:. L;..•wis. 

(;) F'S;', L,::iwi~ w:ts sto.:;~od Ly the 29th Gcr.or:u 
Sup;,ort Group \ltilizin.; lo.::i..sV .. c.u. c.or,vc,ys origim,:~ir.g 1n tho 
Long Binh nrcn.. Thf.l convoy sch\!<idc :".:-ov:.::~,i fer two north't:ound 
ru1d two eruthl>o~.:l conva,,.rs dc::·i:l~ :i i'ivc-<1:-•y ~riod. 

(4) '!'he surr,ort r1;;nc!croo ".:y F.:i.'. Lewis ::roved to 
t-e .t\dcc1U11.t1J to r.~pr,ly th~ r ,:e!.r:0r.t. C.-1ly ti:o c;;-~~ur:tio:1s Wi.1:-0 
not;;morthy. :-.. c:.·itic:-.1 sho1·t.l".t;C:l of 30-u\,)ii;;ht oil uwolop.;,r! r.nd 
re~uirod :1. wc1.:!c to rvctify. Ttc i·ofilling ot ex~n~cc! vehicle 
1'1.ro wct~"'Uisho::.·s w;,.s n. pro:..l.:.:I!t throuchout th~ or:r-~tion. 

( 5) Logistic:~.l convo:rs w...rc util!.zoc.! ty the s~u:'..d­
rons ns the pri:1.cip:1l :,\;n.'ls of r•.1t:.·t.1!)I'll•• t.:ir:.-.:oy :-iovemnt wit!u.n 
the Ngin,llnt Wf'.6 c.::..-itrollod L:r t:ia ::.-cv.r-.cn,.1-:. $-4. CC4"1Voya l':\OV­
ins south or i.n Loe were coordi."1.:.t~-d ..,,.ith t!'lc 1st tivis~.on Tl•~1s­
partn.tion Ofiic=r. 

(6) CH-47 sorti~s wu:-c ~~o.1 whon~vor, duo to tho 
tl\ctical s!.tul'.tion, it l>-.;~~1.,,) i..":l!T!\ctic".l or ir.pos&iLlo to ro­
aupply b7 eonvr,-, , :. tot.1>.l or 3'77 sortios wcro flown 1n sur,port 
of Oporn.tion F.'.RCO. •~ ~N:'\kdo-,m of sortie~ t.y ~~Un.dr<ll tollow:s: 

lst 5ci".J'lC!ro."'\ - ::.2s 

2n1 Squ:.dron - 91 

)?"ll r-<'.u-~:ll"on - 15e 

('l) 'l':1r..ic ·:..,500 :.r-1: me 3:.C.)O S"'-llor.-po.·-~e-~· 
c.,rt~r.+,ors 1ro·n.ck1~ \,;'.'\~c:r :nr t,! '. .:i l"• ci,rJ.::.. ..v-lr:\g~ 'Att:.tllr c\X\­
eu..-,pticn "'":la ~~,~ :;~llons <l:15.ly. 

(0) .:: •• so r::c tuvl V consur.,;;ti:.n tot\l.G for O;Y.;r~tim 

~;i ·~ l'"T"-;"~(\-;-,­
.L "'•~ Ui ~- ~u~.~1 
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(L) Class V 

Ctg 5.56.n 294,300 rds 

Ctg 7.6~ 2,30.3,700 rds 

Ctg Cal .• 4~ 52,000 rds 

Ctg Cal .50 1.52,~o rda 

4<hn HS 18,690 rds 

40n:i HE Linked 3,840 rds 

4.2 in RE 12, Sli,O rds 

4.2 in Illuri 180 rds 

4.2 in WP 1,140 rds 

90z:m HE 150 rds 

9Cr.n Cnr.!.~tcr 1,380 rds 

15 5.-a:i !G~ 7,320 rds 

l55n:i ~lluo 510 rds 

2. 75 i.'l ~ockct HE 120 rds 

HMd Oror,, !Tl\& 1,740 rds 

H.wl Crcn, S::!:, .'.U Colcrs 2,340 rda 

Hi.no, Cll'l...,Vf.10N no el\ 

FhN, Tri!) 3,600 c,i 

Ch,'\~e-~, Deno C!+ 4,200 oa 

Cord, Dvt f-7,200 rt 

{~) P:-ol.:lc:.-:i .'.ru.:-.s: ~en th~ \.:~ginning o! this 
Opcrl\tion until tt-:e fL·s~ w~..:k a! Jnn the w:\tcr supi)].:, uysti:c 
p-ovod to bo vr:r.::Jia!.-lu., :h:c: to :-c:-ciltcd i.:l'rllator urclUCdo>.ns. 
During thia fl',ric--.l .• it L•::c.-:ria n::-:o~sn.':'Y to diSjl'lt,ch !N~.1ont. 
oonVO)"S to '6ua."l Lot, tho ne,rc&t l'.ltcrnt.to isouri:c ot ;:ot.\!;lo 
'II-at.or. 
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b. Signal: 

(l) The initi ~ rlt.nning fr,r tho o~rn.tion was con­
ducted en a short notice b~sis. I:JJ. of the initio.l plroming Md 
coordinntion wns 11ccotiiplishcl~ in two dnys; however, the commni­
Mtions for Opernticn Fiu1GO wore better than those of previous 
oporaticns. 

(2) Ca:nunic11.tians tn nigher HoN\quart~rs 

(n) FU-!.M auta:lll.tic retrl'lnsrnission unit on 
tho II Field Force COl!IMnd Net was u~tnLlishcd by 53rd Signal 
BA.ttolicn on Hill 837. 

(b) !J'.-SSB - ~·.N/Gnc 106 was provirlud by 53:-d 
SigMJ. B11.ttlll.1cn for regi.r.1cntnl US\3 in the II Fiolt:\ Force SSB 
CaDmcl Not. 

( c) /Ji-:'~.':T - f,N/cr::c 26 D wns provided by 53rd 
SigM]. Bll.ttillcn fer rJ .. TT ca:11"!'.mi.mtions in thv II Fit.:ld Forco 
Ccr.mnd Net rJ .. Tl'. 

(d) LMd-lln\3 21-!RC-·73 12-•channcl vm:' syRtct1s 
and 2!mc-ll2 4-chnnnol ayst<.ns wuro T ovidoc\ bs 53rd Siu.al Bat­
t:u.icn. · A P.OC-17 land-line c.:.':"l."'1-:c: ... er fr<:r:1 tht? .5;rd Signlll Bat•• 
t.uicn p-ovided land-lino t-el•::i:.ypo cctlCU.l.-u.er.tion. tnncl-line tele­
phcno ccm:nmio:i.tions with II Fiold FCl.·ce were n-d.nt:uncd on the · 
VHF eyatena. 

(3) Ccaiunic11tions fran neginent:u Fiolc\ Loct1ticn 
to B:\Se Cmnp: 

(:\) Th(.; dist:-.nell frcn 1.oc Ninh to Bl.l\clthorso 
Due C."\llp procludod ef!'cictivo FlI cCTT.1Unic:1.tions. No t·:,.oo station 
v;w act up l\t Bl.Ackhcrso si:.c~ th~o u..iro no tr..ctic:-.l units or 
the rogi.Dcnt ~t thnt lo~aticn. 

(b) Alt..r..'..TT ce..,::•.;.n~.oe.tions ,roro r.~intn.inod on 
tho r.ogir.ont:u Ccn.wKl/1,1: ollieo~luo No~. The rrr gnni.: · ~,/v:i.c 29 
p.--ovidod autti:iont '4-hc... .. • ea-~nic."lt.~CI\ with the bnao c.mp. 

(c) T'd:> V:!F l~-lino circuits provided telo­
phcr.e ccr.nmic,tions vit.h thlt buo car.p. 

(l.) Spocinl b1\'.i~1.mt. t'.m: Toc!'l."\iqucs: i..n 82-!'cot 
t.clo1·hone polo -.:: .s ;,rvvi·!"rt L:, ~ho !11t S:i.()'lcl Eri~~e tcr ua\'l "tith 
th-.: ViF' :i_-;t.-:.n:\:'l. ,:., .,t.~ .:not. to Hlii 037 • 'lhis y()le prvvidllc\ thll 
n ... : ··:·.,-:-..-, h-:1~;,t -;.., s ;t, n cl.;.,,\:' r.not ov1.1• tho 1·1.:.uwr t.:-,111~ in ttc 
Uo~t.'\l Ccnr.i.,G 1·c," nrc~. 

race 19 
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(5) I'i.A.dio Nets 11.nd Telcphonc-Tclct:rpe Circuits Used: 

(a) r.:--.ctio Nets: 

SOI wore utilized. 
J. Fli ne;ts as spoci.fiod in the 11th ACR 

2 AM-P..'.TT c0r-.rnmic.:>.tions on the r.0gimen­
ta.l Carnr.tMd/Intclligencc Not Hi.TT anc.l the II Fielrl Farce Op€:'ations 
Net. 

(b) Telephone Circuits: 

1 Internal Dhtlrcd t~unk circuits were estab­
lished within the neginent:11 Cor.nn:l.nd Post area in r.ccordru1ce w'it.h 
Field SOP. In addition~ a."l F3A swit.:;hl,oiU'd was cstnUish~d. Shared 

. trunk circuits outside tho r.egiT.lentnl Car:n-md Pest ann Forwa.rd Sup­
ply Area included Quan Loi, II Field Farce TX, Lone Giao., ~,d the 
Special Farces C~mp at Loe Ni."lh~ 

2 Throe dcdic'l.tcd ci~-:uits we1·e established 
between the f:egimental TOG and the II F~.eltl Foi·,-:o switc:hbcr..rd,, In 
addition, dedicated circuUs fo"t' coo1•d:l:rn.tS.c,n ;:-1.rposc:s 1>;ere estab­
lished with ·c.he 5th /J~VlJ Di·'lision;, t,h '-3 ::st kigo.c.c of the 1st ln­
tnntry Division, tho ls-t Divlsi::,n fu.·tillory P.t Ciuan Loi, imd the 
Air Cavalry Troop of the 11th !..GT, nt Ln:i. Khe. 

2, :i.s in r,revious op8r:1tions rm excessive 
Amoont of timo wns needed to establish telephone circuits exter­
nal to the Cotv:w1d rost. 

(c) A direct bc-.ticnl teletyp.1 ci:cuit. was es­
tablished betwoon tht:1 negincntP.J. TOC Md II Field Force. 

c. Fersonnol ,".nd Adr:u.nistr:i'.:.ic.n 

(l) J.dr.d.nist!':lti VE\ opo!•,1.ti~ns continuec'. in a norr.1111 
m..l\nner. A mossnge center w:-.s cst.-,.L!.::.slwcl in tho .t'c•:-wnrd ".:'Ca for 
distribution of reports >.4,d r:t'Jer;,:\~.;5 ·;;o fo:-,·:r:::-c! units. Courier 
service Wti.S ostabllshed ,-v1 r, :.wic0-dF.1:tly tiasis 1.),3twcl':n !J~se CAr.lp 
anc-, tho forwa..•d nrea. Cnsunl.ty Mel s'.;:-,.,ng-t!-1 reports for U."lits. 
in the !'iold we-ro s ... nt bj r;idio to tr,c Fc!'W,'ll'<.l Co..."1L1.ind Post ancl 
forW/lrdocl to base orunp t,y tclcrhon0. Cn.su1.lty Npcrts were then 
telephoned to us~mv 1ra:i tho base c:mp. 

( 2) Cnsua.ltic~: 
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Fiold 

Field 

Wil. 

Non-B::i.ttlo Deo.d 

Injuries 

(3) rorsonnel Services: 

(n) Religious: 

Co.t,holic 

Services 

68 

rrotcstant 

Services 

43 

79 

2 

19 

547 

483 

(b) nod Cr1,ss Clubr.obilo: The Cluumobilo l!IP...cle 
visits to tho 24th :md 93rd Evacmntion Hospitc'l.l.s i., Long Bin!1. 

(4) Discipline, tnw, n.nd Ordor: Thore wore four 
aorious incidents during Opor,".tion F.'J:.GO> Thoro wore throe ve­
hicle acoidonts nnd ~no ~ccidonttl shooting. 

(5) i.wr.rds and Docor1J.tions: Tho following 11.wa.rds 
woro processed for O:--eration F1.RGO: 

Silver St:'.1.r 

:.ir Moda.l 11V11 

5 

28 

4 

9 

., . 

· 15. (C) ~i'?}fJmfil.~ /,N{-&_"1£~: O:,erntion F1JtGO e.chievi3d 
-success in cam-t.,1rl11e M i!'lcror..to in 1:111.,ai,,y :i.cti\'tty in the nc,wlf­
farttcd Milito.r~- r..a~:tcn 10, rrcr.•.c:trJ.bJ.y bc~uso of tt-e presence 
ot the 11th i.rma:-oo'. C,wnlry nc~incnT,··-'~ho 5th nnd 9th Vi1Jt Cong 
Divisions Bl;,stllinod .frcn infilt;.•nt:!.r.g l!'.r&o rorcos into the r..-ea 
ot oporatiais with one oxcopti0l1. li1 6 J~, tho .2nd Br.ttcllcm, 
88th NV/~ Rog1.r.ler,t, oportiting ,.~th t~o 5th Viot Cong Di,'ieicm~ 
e.r.ibushod H Ca:ipar.y of th13 ~d Squl).(1.ron. Tho onoi:t, l~t 40 tl0n in the 
battle which toll.owed. Foll<'Ning this nbortive nttOJ:1pt1 tho m,,.jor 
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. eneczy- units remincd encn.r.tpod in s:mctuarics acrcss tho Ciwbodian 
bordor and linitod their operations to rlisr,,!)tchins arnor--killer 
toar:is or three nen en.ch on a r~aily '!.Jnsis. :.s a. result of 'this · 

. hare.ssr.1ont, there was M incr(;n.sc in tho num".)er or cmeny contacts 
after 6 Jnn, l1ut none of then wn.s n."ljor in nature. 

Tho rogir.!ont nlso a.ccanplishod its I:lission or clc~~ing 100 
meters of jungle i'rcn tho sides of Nn.tionnl Highway 13 between 
tin Loe and Loe Ninh. The security of this portion of the rood 

· wne greatl, improved ;i.s a. result of Opor.'ltion FiiP.GO, 

16 • . (C) LESSONS LE.'JlNED: 

a. Operations: 

(l) ~: Conbined m-nor ,ind infantry cpcrntions 
in the junglo. 

Discus:::ion: When opcrding in hc~vy jungle, 
infnntry nust: be CT"oss-attarhcd to a:·nor units. Throughout th~ 
3rd Squadron's O?<:lr.a.tions ~long HiglT,..r.\'t 13 m •". in tho Fish Hook 
Region, the nood for c1isBnuntocl ir.fant1·y ,,ms quite app,::.rcnt. The 
thiok jungle n'ldo tho tn1ks e:;,ct:,-rcrnl~ vuln,3r:,.'LLJ to /!\l'nor-killer 
tel'..MS. Thrwghout these acticns t h-:. nrG fire w .... s r!ircctc.-'<i frcrt 
rnngos of less thl'.n 25 fuot. 

01::scrvd,icn: Dis:-:icuntec~ infnntry shruld bo 
usod to provido nrno:ro<l. ·t~hlclos w:tth the nuccssary security to 
ill<M then to work in ho:wil:, vcgotntcd l."l'Ol~s. C:rDG fcr~os wero 
used 11s disucuntod infn."'ltry ,,,hilc worldng in tho Fish Hook nogion; 
howovor, they wvre not n.ccustcnoc. to WC'·rking with c1lv'llry and tho 
languo.go !inrricr wns c. prollcn. · 

(2) Item VC/N'vl. nine o.ctivity in ncrthoastcrn 
T.v Ninh Provinco. --

Discu~sim: Tho 3:-d Sq,u:i·'.ron ,:mcoontor~ 15 
l.T mnoa in northc.1.etTr;ifZi;}'.inh i"!·c..,,'ini:-::. '!'hooo r.inos woro 
both 11.long Hismmy 246 n~ ·,:.:ill ".s in tho jur.elo ll:'u/\ north or 
the highw:-~. Thl nL,es :ipro:--rod to have, 'bocn l'lir\ en routes used 
b7 tr:ickod vohiclos in tho p.".ct. Thoy wore ,"ll.so lnid in old fire 
support b:usos f',nc! l/l.m\ing znnos. 

· ◊bscrvnticnr Tho ~c,u:v4.rCln 11voidorl the wso ot 
all old roods end trr.ii.--;-;_i:tZr· r.1.1.ki:1g t 'lu.s otservl'lticn. In add.1-
tim, they d1cl not use r..ny old !'iro support =:iscs. 
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b. f.nLush f'::trnls 

~Sl-~.:i :21: Tho llth .'.1·~.ir.-rc:-\ Co.vnlr:r r.cgii::cnt 
r.r.r..r provurl very succ0sr ful in f! stny-ti-::hind an)ush r,,.trol role. 
This unit wa ::; a-1p~oycd tlu·ce tinos in th:i.s tyi.~ of nisdcn, twice 
gr..ining cont--.ct and killing a total of throo Viet Coni. The nest 
effective tc:ctniquo was to dor,loy th~1 LiT~r i:l the nrc:1. ~>i' :. con­
r.lMd post closoc". ty ,,nv of the squn.r'.rons., r,-:i.r_ticulorly ii' the 
cot11:i.'\nd 11cst Wi'.S no~ t,ho Cru.1todi::m :;order. 

Obs~rvl':.tion: Sm.~11 l:mds of Viet Cong would 
novc to tho abnndcn1a:t'. ccr.innnd post locnt.im to collect items of 
v::uue Md to pl:mt nines in the nreo. to hinder US units which 
night roturn to tho old locntion. Towr.r~ ·the clcs\.l of Ope::-aticn 
Fi.r,GO, the cnc..."7.Y w.:,.s w::rc Nluct:mt to explore recently ova.cur,tcd 
ca:Jl':lll.nd posts. 

(2) ~: D:-.ylight antush p~trcls Around tll'T.lOr 
lr.agor ,ositions. 

Discussion: The 3rd Sounu-on w~s successful 
in o::,l;ushing Viet Cong forc~s ~17 cstauli~hing platoon lnagor 
positiono r.nd setting up tl-:.ytir1\! disncunt.od .i.":11:,ush pn.trols in 
the surrounding ;,.rco., 

Obl3nr·.r".tion: Tho Vic-:t Can~ coon loo.rn the 
locntion of tr,'lckocfvohfc·i~in ~"1 nrcl\ r~'Yl ttlnd to novo r.rC'.md 
er l\l,pt'03.ch tho position ...,.ithcut oxpoctL,c clisnou.ntod ~lOl'lonte · 
in tho surroundinz :-.ror.., 

c. lt.orinl Opcrntions: 

(l) ll.9!.i: Deceptivonoss cf n•::ri!\l. roconnldsse.nco 
in thu jungle. 

Di ~cutl~:l ,.,.,: :.1.t1-,rr.1r,!l t~o 11.vritl otscrvor is 
of high v:-luo tci grc.~)d-.f.:;.c' .. ,o in j'mi:;lo o;,:-crr.tions, h.J h:is eor­
t:un lirrl.t::.ti-,ns t;-lth r.:..g.,.•d tc.- :i.ssist~1g ,.,-rn:nd ncvor.li;ti.'lt. E\'on 
when fly-lng nt tr~oto, lov~l, it w~s le:\?'nad th~t tho ~erillJ. o'b­
sorvor cculd not ccr1·oct'!.; 1.~~tir..nto tho height ar donsitr ct t-Nes 
lllxi gMsa. Svon nC"X'~ itipc":"t:ui.t is the ins.~i!ity · to correctly 
ju:.lgo soil trnf'i'ic~bility r ... ·cn the ,'!'..ire On sevortl occMinns, 
;r•;..ir.d c.::.: ·o.--:.dci·o ha·to bo•:,~ cil.•eetot l;;r thtJ r.ol"icl. otserver to 
~:,:nront1:, nccossi'blo ,'\X'Eit\3 1 onlr to d:.scovor tmt tho ground 
was t,'lO 5~!'t to SUI,,-part ort"lcrcd Vli)hiolo3. 

c:;::~?"vr,tion: The ,ur..,•iP.l obsarv\tt' cnn be ot 
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groat navigational. nssistnnce to tho grounrl cai.:~"l?lder in tho jun­
glo; however, only ground rcconnA.iSsMcc cc.n det"rr.ino tho tro.1'­
ficnbility of tho torr,'.'.in :u1d tho dcnsj.t:,r of th\l f'olingo. 

d. Civic /,ff.·,irs: 

(l) It.~: i,clv:mco ccr..rdim1.tfon fer route clo:irir:g 
and thu locntion or COITJ."l?lcl ,".nd logistic.-~1 0101::cnts on private 
prcport,;y • 

/ 

Discussion: Whoncvor tho security of .c.n Oi=era--, 
tion porz.dts, oovanco coordination should ht:i r.M?.de fir rc11to clear­
ing and tho location of con-,11'.nd :m<.! logistic,-:u. elencnts on pri­
vat~ property. .-',Lout ton d.~ys is n.;.;ccss.'i.r-r✓ to ccordinc.t~ thi:l cut­
:ting of vog1:.1t:--.ticn (r.1ostly t:-oes wl'!;h ~n cconc-:-ii.c v:i.luo) on pri­
vc1.te rroperty. Two or three c.•,j-s n.r1.v -"';·icu coorcin,".'..tion is rlesir­
nblo fer unit locntions on ~ri· ... ,~.ta r.;.•o.::,'J!•ty. 

Ohs(.,--rvnt,ic:n: Hhilt} ~ch.-P.ncc coornin,"'!.tim would 
ha.vo .uded eubstMtial.ly in ;;:ini:tlzir.g ird.,lc:1s r,! rou:.c clv~ing 
nncl loc:\tion of tncticnl unito c,n ::-d.v~t.c ::.i·q'Orty, t:ie thro:it 
ot nines nnd boot:y trl\j:'S ::.n~ the r.c, .. p.:'1-:;·.rt~ 'J of the Nci,.,cnt ts 
arrival lllld ru.ssim in tho Loe Ninh t'.l'Ec,'. ,:1,.-!o such aclv~nco coor­
dination unwise during 0:1cra.ti:n F:.nao. 

Annex A - Task Organization 
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Tnsk OrgAnization 

1st Sgur..dron 

let I'lli.toon., 919th &lgr . 

2nd S9undro21 

)rd 'P1Atoon., 919th :f.hgr 

Jrd Sgundron 

2nd riatoon., 919th Ensr 

/Lir Cavalry Troop 

Rogir.len!~.m:!".21 

Hq Trp, llth J-Cn 

46th Sot Dog Plat 

. 919th :&lgr Co (-) 

)3rd Crnl Dct 

409thnn Det 

541st MI net 

17th Pr Dct 

37th M.:d Co 

398 T-.'"MS . Dot ( CHM) 

11th TACP 
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