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IIEA.D..')UART~, 196TH IllFANTRY BRIGADE (LIGHT) (SEPARATE) 

·APO San F:ranciaco 96256 
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A.VBFSC 16 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Combat Action n;port (RCS AVDF-GC 1) 
. ) . 

TO: Commanding General 
.'\merical Division 
ATTU: AVDF-GC (DOT) 
APO S.F. 96374 

1 .. lll\.NE OR TYPE OF OPFilATION: WHEELER;,t'WALLCMA 

2 c DATES OF OPERATION 3 = 10 January- 1968 

3. LOCATI ON: NA.P Vietnam 1: 50,000, Series 17014, .sheet 6640 III, 
grid .'\.1'9024 to AT9927, SOEO LAU River Valley from HIEP DTTC to NUT Ll'\.C 
SON., . 

4,, gm.rr,t111m HE.A.IX:HJ;'\JJfERS: 196th Light Infantry Brigade 

5'& REPORTIHG OFFI('i:F.: 196th Lt Inf'. Ede - COL Louis Gelling 

2-1 In£ - LTC Hammond, 'i.,yman H. J-r~ 
B Co ... OPT Connally: Jo:t,..n F. 
C Co - CPT Thomaas,n9 John Tv (W..A) 

4,-31 Inf - LTC Cul..ly, Frederick Ro., . 
. A Co - OPT Byer,9 Larry R • . 
B CO - CPT Spee,•$ William L • 

. C Co - GPT Str:·.ng~i Joseph Se 
D Co - CPT Ri<'.10.rds; J a.mes F • (Hil4.) 

3-21 Inf - LTC Cha.mplains, Allen R. 
A · 1:Jo - C0 T Yurchak, 'Paul ;•T., 
B Co - CPT BelcJ,er, Roland (Illi.A.) 

6c TASK OP/dUHZ...'\.TION: The control headquarters 'Was t !'e 196th Light 
Ini'antry Brig1d'- with no uni ts detached. The following uni ts were a.ttaehed/ 
OPCOI'fo . 

la.•. Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry ( .. ) 
C ·l'roop1 7th Squadron: 17th Air Cavalry 

7 ,, SUP!ORTIHG FORCES: Forces used in support of the 196th Light 
Infantry Br56ade during this operation consisted of air s '·rikes from tha 
3rd Camba t ;up port Group and artillery i'rom the fallowing USA artillery 
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Combat Actio~ Report (RCS AVDF-GC .1) cont•d 

battalions: 3d Bn, 82 Arty (105 How); 3d Dn, 16th Arty (155 How)'. 
Jd Bn, 18th Arty (8n How and . 175. Gun), and 1st Bn, 21st Arty (105 How}. 

a., USAF: The A:l.r -li-Or~t3 flew 16 (37 sorties) preDlanned 
missions, 15 (32 sorti es) imme~te missions and 21 radar directed 
missions against t!oop concentrations, supply routos and routes of egress. 
The Air Force gunships and flareships uere used in suD··-,ort each night of 
the operation providing continuous illumination of t he battlefield and 
suppressive fires duri ng enemy attacks. Three B-52 strikes were floi.,r.c 
ag8J.nst troop concentrations in the area immediately west of the operat-. 
ional area with unknown results,. 

b. USA Artillery: Army artille:i:-y account~d J'or J4J. enemy 
lci'.lled while firing 12~960 rds against enemy .forces and "3nemy foutes of 
egreasQ 

8Q IHTELLIGENCE: 

a~ Heather: During the period 3 - 10 January 1968 tba weather 
in the area of.operations was inf'luenced by the northeast monsoon. In­
creased clc.udiness and ceiling of 5,000 :feet were common vr.1.th ceiling 
o:t .21 000 £oat ooouring during periods of darknesstµid early morning hours., 
Visibility of zero to three miles was oommon 1D 'the early morning hours 

,.on the mountains and in the valleys .of the operational area while after­
noon visibility increased to 5 - 7 miles~ 

b,. Terrain: 

(1) Observation and fields of f'ire - The rice la.nc.s offered 
ezcelle:w.t. to poor fields of f'iT0 with the Ji:"i ting facto:rs being tb.e 
numerous dikes c The low hills offered excellent fields of fire ·w~le the 
m.ouni;ains a:nd vaJ.leys which al'e aha:racterized by brush and grass 1--3 
n:.et.e~~s high offared lair to poor observation a..lld fields of fire~ A:Lr 
ob 1:1e1·va:t.ion wes good in the rice lands and poor in th3 he-rtily canoD:\ed 
f ore,'3t,,, 

(2) 0ov-01• and concea.lmGni. - Conc ealrrrmt was noo:;:- i :r:. :de~ 
lsnd ·i-d -t.h f ~i :1:' ccver pr·ov ich,d b;y- th-~ pe.cldy d:Lkes. C,::;v.:,r anc7. cc:n.c2.,1J.1nen<~ 
i :r,. t ;1,.;1 rollirlg pJ..a:5.n s ·i-ra s e:tc t~J lent to poor r~ e1:iand:i ng on vc;g-3 c2.-~i.DD. a::.,d 
r &l:1ef O E.xcel l en"'-:; cor:.cec:.l m::-11.t ancl f~.il· cove,: was nr ovideci L1 t,ho :t.c 0;.2'i:,.~ 

a:Ln i'oras-t.~ 

(3) Ob:r t~a.c1e3 ~ Obs-ta.oles t o foot t:r-2.ffic were p:rovi5.sd 
bx· i'J.ooded rice pa.rl,hes and dense v~getat:ton in t he .mo,.mtains-~ 
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.AVIIFSC 16 February 1968 
SUl3.JlOOT: Combat Action Report (ROS AVDF..00 l) oont'd 

(4) Kar ten-a:1n f'eaturea - High grOlmd on eitbe:r side of 
the valley controlled avenuea of approach and ottered «Olellent obse:rva­
tiOD and .t1elda of fire. Populated areas were aons149Nd key terrain to 
the enemJ' ~ ) · · 

(5) Avemws d ay«"oaoh - Streams and Tal.l.aya ottered 
adequate avenues ot approach tor foot ti-aftic in all directions. In the 
he.'lvily cano¢,ed DlOWltain ·a.i-.aa, helioopt~· la.nding srones and airborne 
drop zones were limited. 

c,. nti~ :~~ili ties, strength euid disnosi tioni The enemy . 
i.re.a capab1e cf laun a Division ei$e attack (2nd HV.A Div) along the 
wasterJl and nortmrestern border of tha Brigade AO, while reinforced Bn · 
sized attaak-oapa~t.ieis .iJl the northeastern part of' the Brigac1e AO 
vo:re possessed b,- tb.e 70th l•1ain FOl'Ce ~ · sup,-,orted by tvo looal forces 
companies s.nd 011a Bn f'rom tbe 3d NVA Regiment. One loaal forces Bn and . 
five local force canpanias were ca.pahle of' haraeeing hiendl.v onerations~ 
Village 8lld hamlat guerrillas also possessed a. baraesing ca,-,abilit:y and 
were capable or supporting main roroa/lTVA uDi.ts 1n ter~s of resupnlv "'nd 
fortif1aati.on. Ensm;y disposition end atrengt.hs the first yeek of Jan 68 

·t1Gre as ·tol.lows: 

.mm Sl1¢:GTH LOCATION 

2nd .UVA Di.v 7.700 
BQ 700 ,AT8831 -· 

33rd Arty ·Regt/2nd NVA Div 1,800 
IlQ 125 AT9231 
GK 30 Sig Bn 220 AT9l3.2 
OK .31 A..\ .Bn (12. 7mm) 380 AT9231 
GK 32 RR Bn (75mm) 200 ..lT9429 
GK J3 Mart Bn (8l/82mm) 230 AT90J.2 
GK .(0 Engr Bn . 200 F'l'17.39 

lat r-iF Rogt/2:nd NVA Div . 1.?00 
IiQ .350 AT8724 
40th Bn . 450 AT9028 
.6Qth Bn 450 BT0621 
· '70th Bn (Independent) 350 BT2J37 
90th Bn .. 450 . BT13.31 

21st NVA Regt/2nd NVA Div 1,800 
HQ .300 AT9439 
60th Bn (A.KA.-llth Bn) 500 AT9540 .. 
70th Bn (AI'.A...22nd l3n~ 500 . . \1'9839 
80th Bn (AKA.-3.3rd Bn soo AT99/JJ 

3rd .. NVft' Regt/2nd NVA. Div 1,600 
HQ 300 AT8~33. 
1st Bn {A.ll-?th Bn) 450 :AT27,9 . 

. , 
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2nd Bn (Alm-8th Iln~ 450 . !T90'4 
3rd B:n . (AKA-9th Bn 4,0 AT8935 

Hain P'oroe Units 
10,th Bn ' ) 410 BT1042 
409th Sapper Bn 300 BT19l2 
70th Oo/,409th Bn 1.20 BT2118 

Local Forae 
.72nd ·Bn ·r,s ET2118 
V-l4th Co (AKA-~53) lOO BT2514 
V-15t.h Co {AKA-K..51) 100 BT1836 
X...52nd Co 100 BTl4J.9 
K.-54,th Cp (AKA. V-12) 100 BT2324 
74th 0o 120 BT21l6 
75th 0o {AKA K-;5) llO BT3128 

'78th Co {Posa) · 120 ET2346 

9o MIS.~IOl'Jc Sea.rob tor and destroy enemy .forces within the smm 
IAU River Valle7 and interdict enemy movement alonf! the valley from HIEP 
DUO to lffl! IAC SOIJ • · 

10., · .. fflQTlTION: On 2 January 1968 the Bl'igade conr1uoted e.xtensi:ve 
S&B operations throughout the AO. A C.A. _vas oonruct.ed by C/4-31 into ·a. 

.· oold LZ fl.a AT9432l.3. Significant. en8V\..y action was oonfined to the inter­
diot10Il of highway /fl at tvo locations, (FT217362 and BT264277), by 

·--~oying the mil.verta e.t those location~ . 
Rof'erenae MAP l'1 - night loaa:tiona 2 .Tan 68. 

. At 0145 on the morDiDg ot 3 Jan 68 LZ's ROSS and LESLIE came under 
at.tacit and s~ thereafter FSB WEST reporte.d incoming hand grenades 
and mortar rounds. 

The Brigade CcmnSJlder issued orders to the 3-21 Inf~ have D/.3-211 
in stand-dcnm at CHU IAI, prepal"8d to CA into an· IZ north of FSB C~J'J.'ER 
;30 minutas after BMNT, ·and to tha 4,-31 Int to have A/4,-31 ·and D/4,-31 move 
into the val.lay north of FSB WEST to block while C/4-.31 crossed the river 
in sweep north to the ve.lley ~ · 

At 04:,0 D/ 4-.31 ob8.erved 00-70 NVA betveen them · and FSB WEST and. 
shortly therafter gained aontact with an unknown size force via AT945269., 

. . . 

. In a move to reinforce D/4--31, C/-4,-31 combat asaa.ul-tad· into a r.z 
vie AT935.245 s~ ey A/4-"Jl, and began mo'rlng north ilzm.ediat ely. A Co 
moved to vie AT9542~9 to establish blocking positions, 

d and D oompanies linked_ up at 1222 vie AT954269 a.nd began moving 
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SE to their night locationso Casualties for this action were 1 JIB.A, 
2 WHA-evao 6 WHA-minor, enemy body count tote.led 35 VC KIA(BC). 
Eeference lIAP ~12 - day movement ~d night looations 3 Jan 68. 

FSB HEST reported· 45 inooming mortar rounr~s between 21.35 and 2234 
hrs, a.nd at Ol2B on 4 Jan 68 D/4,,-31 reuortad they were in heavy contaot 
at their night locationo 

C/4,,-31 Inf moved from their night nositions to link with and support 
D Company and wa.a itself in heavy contact by 0256 only 100m from D/4-.31 
position. 

Contact was broken and the link,..up completed at 06ll a:nd both com­
panies started sueeping operations in the area of oonta.ct~ D and C 
companies los-1:. a total of 4 KHA, 14 WHA-evac and 2 NH.A-minor.. EnC3D1y 
casualties are unknown,. 

During the remainder of the day 4-31 In£ was reiofc-rced by two 
rifle companies. C/2-1 Inf conducted a CA into an IZ secured by fo./4-31 

, vie il.T961262 while A/3-21 Inf walked into 4-31 AO th:-,..ough tta N1Jl5J.AC 
son NFZ. 
l,1eference 1-II\P //:3 - de.y movement and . nigp.t locations 

During the daylight hours of 5 Jan 68 unit3 in the 4-31 AO, in 
particular C/2-1 Inf raportsd Si, AW, and A/A fire periodically. Hm-r­
ever, no firm contact was gained during daylight hourso · 
Reference HAP #4 - night locations 5 Jan 68., 

At 1800 hrs C/2-1 came in oontact at their ip.ght location in what 
was to be the longest sustained ~ontact of tha I"!VA offensive., The Co" 
commander and one platoon leader were the first casualties and shortly 
a.f'ter they were dusted off the aom,..,any was he1wily engage<'! with the --... 
enemy (1856) and trying to move southo C/2-1 Inf's situation deterioTat-
ed l'apidly and within 2 hours (2040) the conmany r enorted th.air Der:i.me;yi;er 
has been penetrated., .A/4-,31 was moved from night riositions to reinforee 
C/.&,-1 .and by 0044 6 Jan 68 had oo.mpleted the . linkup ancl was i t self' ta.k-
ing casualties in the continuing attack~ 

A//4-Jl and C/2-1 remained in heavy contaat unt:j.l 04'.31.. At 0545 
A/4-31 reported that they received fira only when they tried to move 
·in search of personnel fl-om C/2-1~ This type of delaying and harassing 
fire continued as .late a,s 0915 brsp 
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At 0930 6 Jan 68 C/2-1 Inf' wa.e declared combat ineffective having 
suffered 19 ICHA~ 28 WHA-evac, and .32 WHA-minor vs .. 186 eriem.y KIA(PG), 
and was returned to the 2-lJ~\?8• 4--.31 Inf was reinfoi•ced by two rifle 
o.omnanies during the afternoon o{ 6 Jan with B/2,;.l con<.1uoting a CA into 
an LZ vie .1~65265 and D/3-21 aAfng into vie AT966264.· D/4-31 retlll'lled 
to FSB W:.ffl and B/4,--31 ll10ved from the FSB to replace D Co in the valley., 
Reference MAP /15 - night locations 6 Jan and planned movtment on 7 Jan 68 

There was no signii'icant ground oonta.ot reported on 7 .Jan~ How6'Y8I' 
shortly- af'ter midnight TAH KY oame under a. mortar attack a:n1 at 0200 
Cll'\RG:im RILL received 18 mortar rounds. On the Ilight of the. seventh LZ 's 
f.CSS and LESLIE reported .incoming mortars/rockets and a.t 2.30~ word vas 
reaeived that DA NANG -was under rocket attacp 
Refarenae HAP 116 - da_y move!nent and night locations 7 J'an 6S 
Reference Mt;.p 117. - B/ 4-31, D/3-21 onns on morning of 8 Jan. 68 

r J' On the morning of 8 Jan 6S D/3-21 and_ll./4-31 started sweenhg . 
· opna as shoYn . on HAP #7,. By noon D/.3-21 vae in position Vio AT9:'.8265 

where they stopped -re1r lunoh. One of the helicopters resupnJ yin,~ D/~l 
at lunch reported observing 10 VC Vic AT959268. D/.3-21 sent 3 10 -na.n 
teams (1 from each plat) north to oheck this out. Thay wel>'G soon .~ollow ... 
ed by the D/3-21 cOlllllla?ld group and shortly behind them the remaindE':' of 
the company lass the weapons platoon., · 
Reference H.\P #8 - movements a..f'ter lunoh 8 Jan 68 

At vie AT959258 D/3~21 received S.\ fire fl-om the west and 10 man 
were sent to surpresa ito The rema.inr1er of the comnany continued nort., 
across the river and then SW and crossed the river again. · At this 
point the company crune under intense SA, AN and mortar fire from vie 
AT95J271. The company vas split during this a,ction and 1;1hortly there­
after (1448?) radio communicai.ion vith the company was losto • A/3-21 
was sent north to assist D/J-21 and at 1331 gained contact vie AT955268 
vith one platoon o:f VG with one 60mm morta:r a.nd :five ms.chine guns. S/4-31 
wa3 also in contact at th;is time on the high ground HE of D/3-21. By 
1845 all contac-::. was broken and A/4-31; A/J-21 and D/.3-21 had linked up 
vie AT96o269 .. G/4-31, B/2-1 and B/4-31 had linked UP vie AT965272. D/J-21 
and A/3-21 suffered 13 Im:A, 5 l-IlIA.-eva.c, 13 WHA-minor vs. 70 enemy XL'l..(PC) ~ 
Reference HAP #9 ;_ night locations 8 Jan 68 (Band C/.3-21 In:f locited at 
AT992292) 

The situation in the valley during. the night was <1uiet rut F3J? WEST 
reported continued sporadio m011tar fireo 
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TASK ar~'f.m.~Timr .. . LIS! ·- B/lr31, C/4--31, B/2-1 
. Imm.JAN ~ A/ Jr'Jl, A/3-211 D/3-21 

neterenae M.\P 1/lD .. 00t1taat on 9 J'F 68 

On the morning · ot 9 .Tan Task Foroe LISE and BERMAlT started Bveeping 
toward the west tram their night looations. Both Task Forces hs.d a. · 
30()...400 mete tr~t and had one f'1snk cm the river. C/4,,..31 was on the 
northern t1s.nk ot LISE and A/3-'ll was the northern nanJc or tmruf!lr,. 

At 1025 0/~31 started clraw:1..ng ~avy SA and AW tire trom their 
north, and at lll7 A/3--21 gaillad heavy oontaot from the north. 

A/4,..31 moved b-om ~ position on the. sot.hem .f'l.ank Qf ImRilAJ! 
to each t1ank of A/'J-21 and together with D/3 .. 21-broke contaat 8l'.ld 
moved SE at 1205. · 

. With the ...,.Jnda:r ~ Taekl"oroe LISE providing oovering fire from 
thoir south, 0/~31 moved south, joined E/4-31 and B/~l and Task Force 
LISE moved south of the -:rim breaking oontact .. 

The ralaindi,r ot the NVA Ottensive oondeted o~ s~oradio mobtar 
fire direoted at TF :amMA.N and FSB li'~ 4-aring the night ~ 9-10 Jan 68 .. 

Shortly- before nightfall on 9 Jan (1600) D/2-35 Inf ar.rivad at FSB 
lmsT to provide addit:tcmal INUnV there and. Taslc Foroe Pf.AVO (r and C 

· 'J-2l) from the 'J-21 ~ Jlc:7V'8d into the high gt"OUtlcl north 0£ TF J1ZBl-1AM 
and LISE and established night poei tions as shown on M.&J> i¥ll .. 
Ro.f81'enoe ·MAP Ill - night looations 9 Jan 68. 

ll. PJMAlJLIS, 

~J:r loaaag. 
US KHA · 

92 uswm-evao 
ll2 us WHA..ml.nor 

12. COM.: fl.PDERS . AiaLYSISt 

En,8lllV losses .. · 
. 191 VO ICT.\(PC) 

2.38 NVA 1CIA(l:O) 
10 gas me.ska ca,,-,tured 
28 individual wnns oanturad 
3 orw-ssrved vnns cant,:irad 

4S HG captured 
299 ams.11 arms rds oa.ntured. 
2. 5 tone r ·•.oe cantured 

a. Operations a.gainat the NVA regulars during the period_ 
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17 Febru,:iry-·1968 

3 - 10 jan 68 llldioated a significant di.t'ferenoe 1n the type operations 
conducted by the NVA as opoaed to the Viet Cong~ The NV! are well · 
equipped, veil tra.inod_ and vill stay and fight 'W'henever tbe;y are dug in 
or when tbe;y gain an advantage OTC" e.n American unit. These operations 
indicated the NVA vill attempt ,~ have mnall groups o£ soldier·s fire 
on an American unit and then rltlldrav tram contaot. Units 'alich pursue 
the enency- tores are frequently ambushed9 outof'f' from the ma.in body and 
then engaged with heavy volumes ot direct and indireet fire. 

ho DurilUt the period .3 - 10 Jan 68 hea-viest oonta.at ·was made 
during the hours of' darkness , The tu.11 et:f'ectiv~ness of available 
combat support was not realized because supo :rting agencies had difficulty 
idcm:tify:1.ng limits of unit pos~tions. The ourrently available nyTotechnic 
devices were.tound to laok e.tteatiV81'.eBs vhen units a.re u.oder fira and 
require immedi.ai:9 support.. · · - ··· ·, .. 

c. All t,ypes ot air support "19?'8 required in order to resist 
enemy attacks during the ea.rfy part of .Tan 68 .. The oonoentra.tion of 
all resources in a locali~ed area operating on the supported eompanias 
frequena;y created a complicated control problem as veil as hazardous 
oooditions to:r air supporting agency due to the poss1billt;y of being 
hit by friendlJ'" artiller, /mortar !ires" . 

13., REQQU,·jEtID\l:l.Cl§: 

a 0 'When operating against confirmed NV'A forces uni ts should 
not pursue ~etreat:1.ng enemy forces vith less than & o~ sized foreeo 
Two odmpaJ:lj task force opeJ,":ttions are adviseable so that the companies 
,aw.n re:µi.fo~ing distance of each other. . 

. . - . . . . 

. ·. b.. It is believed that electro llminescent tape a.nd strobe 
light~ Light Marker Distress FSN 6230-067-5209 woul.cl prove to be a Iii.ore 
aatisfaatory means of positively identifying friendl7 front lines than 
the methods preiently being used~ 

. 0 0 Air ~port ageric:1.es should 1·e coritfolled on the fixe 
dire~tion Detof the Inf' Bn being euppcrted. T}lis would .allow all air-
m-a.ti · to be kept· .abreast of friendly fires thr011gh the Bn 's artillery 
LUO as well · as allow the supported Co, dil"act communications wit}1. the 
supporting s.genoy thl'ough· the compaey's Forward Observe:1:'s radio. 

FO~ THE. COMUANDER 

11 Inols: 
Maps 1, - _ll 

. TTIG-::AS M. Fil-TllEGA.N 
11T, Infantry 
Asst Adj · 
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