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(2) :J3atte~c.;:.t~l?¢"la~~t1:~5~),;r~~eri'~fil~ 

( a) ,,,.,,..,.~:r:s:~r-··----y;~"!: onera:E"'lr ___ ·---- '.-io+:"':batte · 2:m:inws;::.wi.~~~ ·::a.. . -·~ . ~Dn~ __ ,l',;i,,.f!..,__g! _~ ~~-'-...m~~lf--- - I"Z1....,._ , __ ~ ""- - •~1il•.::u 
,J - • • • : 

:t55mi:~<f?iiont~atulii~.riil'it~ulj"~~ -~e:ons~ 

q_.¢::J;ZTiie s!'. During this operation., this battery was placed 

general ·5upport _reinforcing role in order to· in5ure· greater 
) . _.. _. . . . . . . . ··>·-.,.:-.:·: . . 

. They are employed · in general· support of the ~ant17 units 

and in the_ direct fire and ael.t-illumi.nation role LZ Wost. 
' . 

was extremely re::sponsive, timely, .a.ccura~, :and effective. They fi:rcd 

on targets ot _oppo~tunit;r; and provided destruction, scheduled, blocking, 
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.. '-: .. _ defensive, a.~ ill°uminati~~ mis~ions • . :-_fgc;~~ifit1t~Jl!ll':ai.tawarirprtandb1i -
~- ·!:,,.•.-, .· -: . '<...;. <IL,-• · -

~ · ~~d_i__~~~~'C!i~~~~~o.rui:Stt€l'li~endit ~a-

t~ -d~ ~:;::::~1--~7 ,as fou~ws: NUMBER ill_ ROUNDS . . - -

· ··,~. ~";> "-' . • •. ;1 ·.iA~ . · . : . • ·: - ·_ • 
_r .: ~-- .... . r. • . .. :: _ . ... ; 
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SIDKE 
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C4) ~~::~~hil~a~rpn.rit:rc1e~~~i'F~;-1~~rtih?. 
· -.. ~.ft'To-·:ma<t'~b·,.,•)t~ ~¥~ ~ .. .. ¥-- . - .. ..,. 

17 !ug-.3 Sop 69 

NVif/C 
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SAMPANS 

~ FIRF.s. AND Em.OSIONS 

b. Organic 81 Irm and 4.2 Inch Marta.rs;: 

ll crow served. 
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JI. 

i,1 ffi•"!am.~~~-~ ... --.;_~-~-· · ,..+...,,, · ·•--,,:-----...$. .................. ~...t ...... -ttt~'--~;g;__refu~Bii'1~~t'!Iit'r v- _ ... __,~~-~-~1"""14~'-'U .. -... ~..ill.~-~--~.... , ~ 

.,_have"oe'en.!c-ii'.s,il~;i-irfrt•i~a;u®~\4~~~F22"il"!'•~~~~ _ 

:.· · • .· · 

' . . 
. , '"!,. , -- -· •· . 

. . ~ .: 

>: :ij_~t~~~Jgi;~nece•nJ~~~~';- HQ-w~vor, during thls opora.thn, 

it ~~ ~•cesaary_ t~ pnvido ~-~dute, cl~sa-in ~pp•rt t. lll4Ileuver c.119.nies 

in th ,.; ~ ,d rr... ,.,,.,,..-- ----1 ~ _-: ~~~-~~ .. 1,, .. ,,.- - · .. ::..~~,-" ,,.......~~ ''· "d~£j,m. e .1. ~ • .1,uC,.l:_1,•mp.in~S..::a:LCL~na,.-....,~~,rg~µ,...;'..m.n.-r~.:;_~lI,ii.!]t~~l1$~,.~ _. _ :'·:i-e~ 
-; - .. •. 

· ·-. the-::· ---tiii.-emiSn.t.-.♦!zubilit .Paxxi"titticui~:~•.r,,'i;mp;unitiin :ro- - :;;;.,;;iiw~'l'hore!•ro ··- . ..... roq , c!.,L . --c ----•-· --~.Jf.-~~---~J·iA-=~ -- ___ . __ _____ _ J~_l:!P~-- ....:.""'--="'-",.._~ ~.... - / .: . . . . •.· ..... :•"-,, 

. -~- -' .. -St;.~JiiiiL'-rtar,f":sect':ii~~-r.ur:r:ilmoa ' --=-=r~~c·oc:mnth~th~";Bn-:frerilard'[tacticil:~ '';-~•. . ' 
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( 2) During the ~riod 17 Aug 69 through 3 Sept 69 ., t he 81 mm IWrtars 

and the 4.2 inch rortars were extremely responsive ., timl y,. accurate., and 

e!!'ec_tive. Fires -were directed on targeiss o.£ opportunity , in addition to . 

blocking~ de!ensive , illumination, destruction., and J:ia.Vigation fires.". &nn")l 

w g ~:z1:gliJ~c;:w~ ~ ~ ~q~dii.fffii ;§iU:~JQC>~~l.iiieiitsG"£ea"pniide'd.~~~ 

COD: · 1r~nUT~--i« '!,~ir.id.1acc·m-atei' "ito!·an~~ uei~ t.ci~ -firi .-~~ ------~-A . ~~;q . 7~ 7: .q . - .. - " -··-~--,- ----~ 

The expenditures for the period 17 Aug through 3 Sopt 1.969 'were ~ 

!ollows: 

81.nm 1-brtars 
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TYPE AND OOUNT .OF ORDNANCE: 
.~- . -

7:/J lb bomb:s-15 tons .. :·· i:;)" .~, ~ "· 

,00 lb bombs~7 tons 
. •' .•. ?"" 

~-~-·_t·~; ·_. 
.. , 1. - · t_&, ,._ ?t!(§iQ -- ...... . 
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500 lb Napalm-59½ t~ns 

was e:xperionced in the valley floor with teriipe,raturou ·rangillg~:£:roni.t.t 
. .. .· "':• ·• - . .-..::; · - ·, .. . . . . '"' . ' , 

:µq~~g~~;J.:..~ _,:_ip_t~J.!;e~n_i~j~~-de~~:~ _ _:_in j ;htf) .:~~-~~!.C:Jl~~d~~ 
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~arly-:U.rn~liiurs~ Frem 26 Aug . t,Q 2f} Aug, light r.dn fell during 

tho l.i.te evening to early merning heurs. lllumin,ti,m r;;.nged from . 

17% •n 17 Xug ta 100% can 28 Aug. F•r the n:est pa.rt, by early marnin& . 

hours, there was cl.e.i.r weather in the valloy with a scattered ceiling 
.. 

er;1000•·-2~•:· and a visibility of 6-7 milos. 
~ ;, :• • t: • •• :. : j ,"" • ~ • . •• ... _";_T". 

· b ·~-r'ferr-.in:':"> ,. • ·· ·;:'· · ' · · . · ·. ' '.-~ 
' __ ...... ___ •• tt ,_ __ ·.-· : ... ~., _·.~,•.'_:~~-::_·: ·: ~ •••• :.-~.·-·.·. _,_: .· 

-~. , • . · -. \..:' • . . :.J ::-·t= ~ ~ .. 
General: ·Tho area consists ~r terraced rice paddies with 

; ~ - -·: .·· ·• •• _'. ·• '!: ! ····1 ·~!'"'-.. -· .· _: ___ :· :. · _ .... · 

'1edgerews and h•avy feliage . througheut the area. The, villey fle&r 
;. : _:; ._,.k;_ l '.·_, •:~~~');W~,:. _ 1-•~~--.P_• :) • . 

rises genUy .· !rom the nei:thern pertion t~ elevatign3 of ll8 meters 
. ~ ·-...--... . . ·.. . . ' .. _.; i. -· .. 
. · - . .. . . :..._ ~: . .. :~~ .... . •. ~.,.,_. :.; .. · ·; .. .. ";. -:~·-- .. 

· a1eng the ·southern limits.··· fil•pes 'became steeper with heavy vegetatian 
-~. ··1 ~ · · ~ 1~.··.it~~/ r_ :y.· :·::. ·.-~--.. _ . . 

..J..•ng the , ~•rth~stern and southwestern edges Qf the v.lley. llaut~53):.• 
. • • •• • i ~ . . ... ~ : ··· •- • !~ •: .. - -~ • ·. . 

·st~tcii~~~~~~~~~m:ea1i6'i:gR!~l#W~~.i;· 
- • ,. ·: ~-.. .. • • 4•. • • • 

"...·:- · • · · 

.e~!ey'~ .Tb67.Singsl, .. uE1u.v~~'.t™,tie:"'tseng~~•1Jlt'!RiVe;r7ramtrdsua.Uy~$~ ,· 
': i":.7!'_ ' _· ... ;.:~=. 1 · , 

..ferdabl.&'f1n ~se'tera.I·z:ar..ea.s~•wever,' they d~ present .an obstacle because 
·.•··.~ _:· 

. . -· .· 
•f the c.ana1izing effect,- gn both friendly and ·enemy elements. The 

· : . :.. .. 

rico l.nds effer excellent to fair f'ie.lds of fire. 

provides g00d. to fair co~c::r • .. ·eencoalment varies from po9r in the 

p.ddi.es to goed in the hedgonws . Heavily wooded forests ;tr0und the 

hill$ and maunta.ins offer -excellent to fair cover and cgnce..lment. 

·. ~~-.:~: t 'I,: / _ 

' · 

-:.~ - ;>'I:: • •. 

r.~·--.· 



i·• · . . _ ~· _ 10 · · , .. ,:. . , ~~;;;(~j~;.1i~--~:·{tf~f~i~~;~tP;~-+; 
~-~ , · , .• ::;,7- , h · -~~-•• - ·••,;,.••"'·\ ~ ·- .,._;' .·r,,~..,-H"!",~~~~• ---,:.,.,.1.'?_~,~ ; __ J_,._ "~-.,. .·, --~-- . .l•.~~7,~•''.<::1:~-•, 1.~.:~~"~-, ~ ,,~~~ 
. • ~~- ' •,;. • ,; • .rt,-. , • ~-;:-.,;.1'i.~M •~ •,;('~ 
'· t ; :.• r ·- ' ·.· ·. '. . ,; -~~;)?'?i~{s~~~-,tr: f 
.• '!{. .. ~ .,, . ·, ·,•·1'·'""' .·, ,; .---~-;.~> ~ 
.- . ~' -~,..., :f:-... ..... :-~·, .;,i:,.,.,.;h,$F·· :r-_::. , ·.- o.; t•\~-~ -:.t .. -.f•~~i.'.'l~· 

;~ .:. _ -~--- .. (3) Ob 5 t~~~es: The Song Tr.i.nh River form.s .n. obst.i.cle in the ,:~l.~l.ft.~fr..1_,~:;t:. f;: ~~ .. ';'; .,. .,, · · · · · · · · ...,.,,'l°•·~1 :...,~¼ · ~ >'~: l,\ 
-{ · , ·;_ sauthern pert1-n ,;,t _th_e,- va?-1-ey. ,The- paddy d:ikos hinder the mlitvement •t•·_.-·. ,,•·~::.~ -" •~'-~:. 
fYP--; .~ · . ; - .. · '. · ~. · , .. ! • . . .. - · , • . .• , . · --,,~'f,:{}Uf/:":J:ti 
~~:\,-' ··,::~oelcd -ad tracked vehicles~ ·.1,'ho dense vegotatien and IIll,)unt.ins hind.or _: 0,_ ,t-,4<::'\~ •. ,¥, 
V:/'. •>:.:• :;- ••, ; '••, h , : •• , ~~ ,- ••, . •' ' ' •~• >•• '. ,., , • .,:.,,)?*~\•~f;&;'-t.f::. 
~ft::a~:i~--:~~v~t~~~/1~:~:_-,~·½rt:;~:~~}.~~t~ .. ' ~d -~ee~~d_.:e~~:~~:~.~-;;·_·.- ··_:" ,,::·::~/1~f~-~)(-~~i,t~ 
~ ;; ._-.-.,._,:--l-:_,., (4) _;Avenuas •f A:pprcaach:'· l ,cThe t lll.UlY drystre;;uns .md v~leys offer ·., .-/. :·,-. - _, .. d.~~t 

l_'._,L.: . .1;~~t.~ ai~i.·i~;. ;,t;~~~}t;;fo<df.~~ti~:~:< 'v;hi~\;~~' ros~~MJ~ft·'. 0:1~~ 
··r-·~- -_ . .-._ --.•:-. .. . . . · ::~~f ·~:·:,:.:.,,>/:::.·r{/:;t;- · .. · /f<~> ·: · :: :; .... >. ·· .. _, _,;; •:?_:'. - · -i<i(~}::~'<\~'-':.Ti~~l~ 
~•.::,: . _,.ta_, ~stin~-~-~~~ and ,½'aµs.) . ~ ;iralley ·no!-f af'!o:t"dS numerGUS large -~:r.::~:· '. -~::~t· 
f>.i ,t::~r ~~~;/t,::;,,,.- ··;.-;_~,~-T~:_,../;;is/+·':c~-:·9~=-~fiir,: i: •1.- ·)i.:> . , >::::"";/• :: .. ··--._ . :~•;·,-,_ , __ - ._, ·,•; i:3-?}f'. :··'. -'.~:::;ff}/ ­
:~f); ... ~ . .-.{.t~!s: · ~•-wev~r ~~<?. ,heavily.-'ttO@ded terrain of th~ mount~s precludes_ . ~he ,':,.,-, ·. ·:.::,1:.~;~~-> 

lilll1J.i:t11y~;-r11!~~~~J/:~; A~t~::.~t.':;~a=2~:;~l1;:D::\f 21i 
t;J/~".'?·J~vo~• :,~ th~:-.~ne.zny•·s . empl~~ent of _de_fensive ~d. evasive tactic:,~ ✓ The:}~),tl:~~_: · .}}ftf: 
;:ti~,.·-- ~1~~~if?-{ . '?' : :· ::::_·/!.:r:-;--_,:·}_f~·-1 <--~~··. : .: ~-??'.7~~J~:).._ ·{:~~-<:··: :_··~~-;~ ·/ .:;: ~:··=. ', _.._·· -"/.~ .! _:~-.... ~- .: -.. · ' . . : . . -:-_-.~. -~> ... ~:' '~- -~----.--·_· ·. ~ -~-; _.~._f~~~;·::··_ .-~.-~t_:)~)~; 
<~.~,:<...-:.•:enemy's kne'\oll.edge ·a.r the -terrain and trail networks prelvides him .m, _;:";_ · · _,'~\:/;): 
(_;.,~ :-~:·· 3>>r~··; · --~-. :·:_-,·~-~{::."::'.:'./ .:'.":~;~7/'',-,~. :·:.·~~>-· .'. : ,·. . _., ' ·.,; -. , :.;.•~ ·;, i;;/ s•~:;:;; :Y\[f 
-. '" : _;_ad:vant:-.ge fgr :_ c~nducting .evasiv~ action,. harassing action~ ;md , rapid \-:: •:._ • , -::'..:i:::~--

~f~;:::ifs~w~i,r;t;~;:} ?£ '.It~110tf ir-. . , . - · , C: :: :'.ti~J: , -'-~(~; 
~?~ ,.:>·!'}¾> (6) · Ef'f'ecta.i~o_n Frienc:Qy Courses o.f Action: Ground vehicul.i.r/ ~-3:';"<1 . ;~~;,:-:\.J. 
~<i . :-~:::~!t}t .,.f.-···:\.;~~-t:} :;.~-~-~ .\.:;;;tti~·:>~:;,~~-':':-'· . . . . . . -~·.·::,;;-:~;· :~t~;;i,k 
::· ~ · ·=· '· ·mevement is limited to ,:etlating ·.roads .nd trails. . The· rice -lands allow :- · · :-_.: .:r 
!.C · .,-·:: - ./ -;t'..' · · ,t~>';J'.',:r:~,:.· .':tf~Jj}..-:t' J.:c:.:' ·. · ;·. · · ·~ .c-: · ·• '· -,. 1:_-~,;.?:. ·_.- .--::•r:;;;(( 
~->:~~ .. ~ocl:'aerhl. observation-:ai-id.· fac:i;l.itate reinforcement by , friendly forces',; ~.;:· . ~

0
} -:.:ttf·~ 

~k., .{1\~i; .) t~itU£~}~f tt~1;lii(\~:-sl\:::.~:: __ ;ttJf -. :{ttlftJ:it~{ 
~~~ • """r~:;,,~ - :i.•~•·"J - -~~-#~· ".'1,•. }~).,.r,-'1-l-' -• ,-.-~,;."1~f•.,.t-•!if,: •V:I-~- T-) •• ,""r,H- · ••-* - _ __. , ,.,. ..,...- ,-._,~.;,:~ ... ~~ 'I -•,,..J.: 

~A; ;f ~~,~::: -~;fkn~~t{ t-;~tt,tu~:tf t~fi9J~/~ t:~ ,:: ~---/ ~;-()/;i-.: t: ~,/~:-f (~f ·J~~---~-~--<·:·0 -~:~}:tt~~ :;~ ·· ;;:£~i~;~~: ;-t• '1"' ~ - _-_., 1 . ..... ~ . ->i • . "it•r~\ i-t~ ·7 .. ..,..... 4; ; ... ~,.~lv:~ .. ~-,.•l "l~-~ ·--t.;J;_,j,--r...t. , ·_.;. ""_ ,•'\ '\ --::,,-f .._ .. r . ... .. '..4" . -·. \~ • • :.... ', .-· - ;.,• ,-t-_,, .• , .. fr-1.,. i" · "".;. ¥ 0 .-:)A. ~~l l' 

1:.-· . 
~:r~- -

. ' ~-- r. 

-~ 

. . . .- :- ~ ... 
. . , 

·-~-~-J: : __ ::' -~--: . 
. . . =.:.~ .;. ~ . . "'":. 

.;. _.. -~ .... '-_ .. :,.~ 
•· .. 

.: ·"/-=:: .::,)~·· • ·-' ,· · .. ·,_·,•._·.,. __ ;.u_' .. /.~; . . ·_ ·:':/. /.:.::: ... \-:,.tt -:,.. -, ·. ~ ,~: ':_' ,: ~- ,. . , .::;;\? , · .:. -- ·,:);.: f~/~~; ' :~:-·j\1}t:Y; 
··: ... , .... _. <_..i1~.:~.:.-:! 

r.- r · •• \,, • :· '.J':;.•,•. •~• , / . /.-._~:.• /-::.- ,_; _.. . ~ ;!~ .. :~ ~ 
·.· -~ _-;:~-. .\!,! ':' . # • • · ~~~- - -: --~~ .. 

.-... /.J·:_;~ ; .. _,....., ;.,·~ . . , . 

. ..,: : :.\t, t ·,.<,· .. :.~,.:_} ... ,;_~_ ... ·_~.}i:.-
.. ·_ ;:., -;:_a .-.; ~ "..__.. -

... . ,..:, 
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c. Enem,r 

(J!} 

ll 

;!_~t~,n~~~Q~~~..ta-uort:miTheNf'ori1'ftr=r:n.-;;~~ 
. . . .. .· ~·- -~.{~{-, 

-~~:tcf:r'co~~X•~aae:?area:.'3lii§~~tenect~~: · ··;:~1;~~1; · -~· ~ ~~ 
t~~:1Q:~$,;i_:pm~11,.Jt:~~~:;uaect:;;b;r.~the-::e~.Ias·1a::rmi~s.~~:.> .: ~:,, · ·. · · ,-- ~:.·:~~~; 

·. ... : -.:. · - . : ~-:-~~t:-~.:'_- · ·-·-,:-.-; -.. _ .... .. . · . ;._ -· _;-;_ . · _ ·_ .-... - - -... . -~ ;:_·_ ~--. · ~.~,_l\.;-:~~~; 
( 2) .· OICU~~~19.64~e~nta::ot"J.th"'aT3[aClNi"""·Regirne~~~1WA~ , ':~ ~ ►~: t ~ 

•: <- ~---' . • • --~ ;_/:i:•t\~-; ' . /·:~-- :\~:-:t- : __ ~--/ .~: :· . : ··:--~'. . . ·•.-:_. .·-·. , •, . ~ ' • -.. ' ~ -l /~1:-( ' •: ... ~- :_ -~-;:"~-::?~>~~ ~-
. Diviaio1k.conducto~attack~~.a~A!:t~tho.!at:£aclt'~ .inN~tb~--~ .. -,'-'-~-":~.:~- ' 

. _.._ _ · · •~ ~ 7°\ii11C•f·llt' • • ;.~:~,:~~-=-~!~·_' :); ~ :~.·-.. ~, ~ . _ r • -r ···.· ,· . . · .. · - ~ ~ 7~-i--: ;. ·. ·. . _\-~. -~~~~-;{i:·•_~; 
-~'iie,i"f'-,_.:.rhr.~V-T-.-1!= ·= "!"~"'-.:=~ed°t!viuiii:Ie2:!" '"-- D- -'-~ -lo . ·,.._~}--,~ .. : -~~~-~~a;;.a~aD-'"'m~ · o ;;. ~ .1..1:1,1oiG~-g.&m1:1ll1o3' · ·· ·, · ,; .. · 

w~~~~~~~~-;_;1~ .. ',~i&i· 
an,~eat"~di,"a~~or;;~~w1?~ai!!-:::Jn!ofiriat'ion·~a!'cbtairbrtft.·. ~. _.; . " "· :f :: 
__ c.,:,,_, . :'"" .•. -: ~)< ; ... :" .. • :'./i.'i~ :1,.:-~ /_ ,::'."-:! C -;::;.·:.. • • •. • - . '.'- -'"'."" • , , - ~ .. • • • ' . - • _- ,;;.:.£.-'., . ~ . . } ~"( 
<fio~.!~~t_,(~~~p~~<!~~~ ~lli~tri'~We°'at~ .. ( See,_ ~ B ~ · ·· · · ~-~~.'..~~. 

.. . ,·,· .. -· 
· } . . · ·;·_- BS ll.598 

·~· ·:- \ 

; /•;'.;'f•~:.: .• · ·_! _(.>,:-.'·'.-.· . ,;_, .·· -' \><· . . 'c ' '. ;.,L J , ; . .. ~ \•if 
Def'ense of LZ We st . against ·a ·combined Sapper .and Infantry At ~ack) • . -~:.":; :-.': , 

·_.:.:;,', -~~ ~~~• ~---~~ r • : ;. :-. _ _.. . -.~ " - r- . 

-\:?~ \ -carried}>:, Div_i5~n G-2 prior ., .·- 't._ 

--~-~ ,. ·_.,,.... . \.. ~ ~:,_ ._. ·~:=r- - ·- ·- :- . ; ~-· ~•\?t _~·;·'' .. ·-~ ,·; "lj,_~·.::1-.;l ·_;/_ _,-•.· ~~:~.:.;_~,--~-/ - , ·1 _:_. 

STRENGTH 
7

• :~"'; · -_::-_ t_:_~_l,~_::~_:::}_·; .. \ . 
.·~ ••. • ,-:~~~ / . • • · r • 

200 .-· :_> ' / :•:,.;> .' '. ~{/~1 

·· >-,--. -:·::::~:~;i.,:r::+ /}!flf!/~ ->" 1}'i:: -);f•• , ~,-.,,~ 
.. --... 

to tb9 

UNIT 

2nd NV A DiY HQ 

GK-.)) NV A Sig Bn-
., .... 

GK-31 NV JCU ~n 
·-~ 

.. ,.:.-

.. GK-33 NVA li:>rtar BN .•:_-;·'.< -~:.'·.• AT -~438- ' 
; •· • • •• • • • 0 • • •.kt,•.:</::•:~~: ;~~:•.r•:..-.:• .. , • .':•~• •, .. • 

. . , 
... _._ ... : ..f...·· 

·. Glf-35 NVA~p/Rcn Bn / -;~>:-,-_.'BT 1108 

GK-37 Tr-¥13 Bn . (NVA) . ':-:::<r:·.:·<~T l..;f)~~ 

GK-38 NV!\. Mod Bn 

Gk-40 NVA Eng Bn 

3rd NV A Regt HQ 

BT :r.598 

Unk 

· 1 

200 

180 

. ~.· :, .. '\ ;; ~>~f-~ 

• .... : . .:... 
_;~ .f_ ·:~( ::·: :·. 

--,-~\ --... :.,. .• : _ · . 

. :. _· ~~;-.-. 



. . ' 

' . ; .... ,. 

. • ..i . 

i , ... ~ -

Ist NVA Bn 

2nd NVA Bn 

3rd NVA Bn 

1st MF Regt HQ 

Jt)th MF Bn 

60th MF Bn 

90th MF Bn 

12 

BT 1517 

BT 0612 

BS 3993 

BS 3993 

BS 3J9(> 

BS 2593 

100 

a){) 

225 

200 

2j) 

210 

(4) The enemy• e p~bable courses of action are as follows: 

(a) Conduct. an attack with one Rog~nt and one NVA Mort.ar Bn 

withili the Al) • . >: ::,·) 

(b) Conduct harassing and interdiction OP,Crations. 

(c) ~infor~e attack (a} with an NVA. Sap/Recon Bn, NVA AA Bn, 

. and NVA RR Bn. -
. . . , . . 

. ;: . 

(d) Defend · ba80 areas !'rom fortified positions. 

«e} Withdraw to safe areas and avoid friendly .forces. 

( 5) Location of the enemy during the operation:-

{ a} ~..ntcffi~--l:c:>cati;on~o,~~th~~_!;sth:W,i A:'."Ma:in~l_iircetr• 
. .. .. 

- -\ 
... '· ~ ""' ... , 

Regfi:nent: ::_was]3T~00$22I,::;_{~te~si)i'.(See ANNEX A- Map and Operations - .. -~_·: 
... , . . . ' . ~ . . -. .... _.. . , ·-·r-.· ·. ,. 

:}jJ. .. • . . :>.- Overlays) . _· .· .. •._ .· ·-·•··•- -.~.-~fft~\~-~--
~: :_. ~: •· ~·:- . . ,,.. ..._ _-:_ :" (b) The~:~ .fi'6r~l~QCation-~of':tJia _lat..·,w.4.-::~Force-:Jieg'~~nt~ ' ·:<:-( ~ -•~- ;~ 
L_ . .. : . ,· ; . : . .. · . - ; < ;'-: .... ,_ ,"',... · { ".- •' ~-

,:'~ wa~S:::AT:93s2U,T(·~nte2C>f;;'.Mas°s)'~ ( Soe ANNEX A-1".ap and Operation O~erlay.:s) . \ :-
. . , 

. :: .•. 9~(c) MISSION:: 

. .. . . . . ~--~ 
resettlement-·n1strict~~of_Hiep·: nuc ~!rolll:.',the:·encroachments,O!~S-Ci.-Wfk_::ror.ce;s.·i ~ 

tlnBpecified task:, were to find, .fix, and destroy :mci/or capture onemy force.:s 
. , .... 

. . ~­
' . • .. . • • • ·- . . . ·1 . ~ ; • . • . • 



13 

and equipment within the Battalion AO. 
I 

10.N) :roNCEPT OF OPERATION: , (.Seo ANNEX A- Operation Overlays) 

· 'lbe 'rask· lore,:, .. 4/'3J. Int, through a ~ries o!' of'!ensive maneuver.,_, at.tack~ 
. .. . . . . 

to ~~~ ~:'~_an,Cdeitroy:~~.: t4r~'l:Lm rlcinH,;y:. :AT: 89:5260 :aild ll't Ol52%S 

be_g1nn1ilg_:l70600H ~ 1-9..69;~Priority ·o:r !ires withheld tmtil contact. · 

11. ( e ), EXECUTION: 

· la) . ~ ,Gemertl: . _:)~rtltffifreu.~~~~~tll~~~~(uinaie•·,, 
·:; .. 

· · o~ratmt,~bo~~~contac.mn~ak. _ The method of operation · _. _ _. . . 
. - ~- ' ,·· .,.. ··: 

was characterized b;r . ~~~~dfj·mb~~.lcllJjitaEob~.iB!~md~~ 
.: .· . .. ~-_-/:\~:.-.. ';·_·._, . . :. •: . ~:_ ..... ·.-:.:-::.:<. _·. -- •, ·. - . . · .. :.-~ ·. . · .. -~: .. ' . .. .A~ _: _. ~ . --- . ~ . :· ~ ~ - ~ . . 

However, .f'oizcmnontru;™~~~cont'act~~~~ 
.• . . • _-... ~ . ~•::C:--•-~- •· :, ~--. -~ .. •: - • t '. I · ;• ~-; ~ - ~ f • • • 

~~~e~£t®riiJ;~'idi'"l.o1:~11cr.c.~p~T~s1Q~if!ei~-t1~n,p¼"l:Mo!"!~li;. -• _-,. 
. . . • · _ ·:. - ·- =·;-~ .. 5·i:~; -t·:~ . :··:·· . .--~·•:· ·~~.... --- ._ · t · · ~ .. - · ·~· ·;. · ·: ? · ... . · ~ "· · .. 

v.1:~~o.3~on~1m~ tn'1'6~~li · - ':mg!misg_~;.;:rffii~ ·, -•----·--· ~ --:_::.:'. , ''.:-:-;· ugus ~--_-:.t , -~-~ _·'. :,~-:~ . . ·. :, --;-';·;,. , ·: , ' ·) 
aJY:t~~'"™"l~fJ>att"at:to~gan .wori~ffi8;~ormaI: 'lifll. 1R!t~,lliigiis~l'26.9: :·: 

·.· .. - .... · · -• ,·,:. . · ~-i:<~u ... fi;::·-~ · ;. · · ... ,. ,.. . --~-. ~- ~_,.-: ·?·-.. ··- ~--·~- - ·_ .. -..., .,---&~_.~--~~-_~.,,! 
~;,g-;l/li':A~tist.3969;i:tt.na1bat~alion s.vas ,primaril~nco~~@gtpg!fiis'~ .:'. 

battlo!icl.d~~~cr;~L~t~Jt-~u~i~~,sappe~attacik-:"otittr~~£:~~f~~ 
.. ·""-•~~~&·. _ -. : .··. · ... · . . •.:--.. . ;:_~::-.·•.>= .... . ~ ._.·:.:>-.? : ... :. . . . . \-~. . .t ~\.~---7 .· ·-;~: 
( See· Annex B) •. ~~,aafiiiJer.: otltho';.;b~~~al~n: :waa mf&a&~l~i ~.Lli!~1t;r~ro~~ 

· ... :_ .. :;,~~ .. ~ •. , . ': '. '--F · , '. .• •, 

rtort.h:or ;tlie""'lU ~ ''T:oua;:::-Controlled1F:ire::~ri&?.:arid :below· LZ·;·Siher.ia.~l>uriiig~theT@.. :; 
· :. : _ :: / 5 · ·; .. _;·.tr~{<?.':,: ~i: - ::/· -- :r:; -- _ -;- . _ .J ~ -~;~:. · ---~ -- ~.:.;~~.:;.t ;<;:~ _-:, _/:::~ 

CC?~....2£.~J.!~~~ •th~ -b~~etield -~und_~Z:.::.Wo:5t,-:.:n ,..Co~ii73L:Inr_engagod.~ ~ - . 

-~~;;;;; ,;~~f~~;~~?;~l~~;i}~Jf :-~oC~ ~~~f,]!IJA~J/,,g~&t;ii~;t~rc~~ 
eilgagemerit-~ took~~ac~t~~n:·~~ -17th~:?f,:Augu~~:1_~969; _:m:,.~ :;tolloiing-:~d'q;,i ;tS:A~~ 

• • • . . . • -- - - · -~ .•. i----<~ :~: :~~~-;~-~I~:./::·.:··:~. r "";· · : ._ • . • .~ ; .! . • _ .~:-:- . ~-;; .: : - ~~~- - . ... .. • ? : ~ . • _ _ . .-.~ • ';, • . 

-1969 ._l_;B ·,eo;-f.!J.ll~Inti{~h;il~;,;at!S~~'..ror . a: rico .. cache _northeaet~o.C]Jiiip: Due;~ · .~ 

~~• ._contaet __ ~i~~-:;~t~la~:-~~~~ve~~-~~-~pe~e1.em:ntfiJ j~J;_h.ct,~·;st·:1~ .. ~.l:·.Re~t:-_::,:~•·_-·, 
-. _. ;-, ,; , ' . . 

Both ·Regiment! a .pax-ent ~uni~ is tne, 2:t!~)WA_ Division'. Overall, the execution or . 

the- entire operation began with' the above two meeting engagements, and :.c~-~tin:~) 
with various o!fensivo maneuvers including frontal, flanking, .a."ld encircling . _ ,. 

attacks. 
, . ·. ~ , 



(b) . Specific: 

17 August ·1962 .tSe~ .attached ··av~~i~~Annex l) . 
At 1655 hours D Co killed 3 VC/NVA at B'? 005229 and while checki;ng 

. . . 

out the a.re~_they·c-m., •_under he-.vy -~e •. Tho initi.u.. exc_hange or tiro 

resulted in 1. US KIA .md 1 US WIA~'. .Contact was breken .md. Ca D prepared· 
: •. . . 

tg rec:eiv~ : ~supply. As -'the resupply ~hip. (Rattler 26) ~pp~ached C. ·o-·, 
· they were tik;en imdor-.intense . ene~ . fire . which: resulted .. in both pile ts 
being :weunded. Th~y m.naged to nr tho aircraft to LZ Center whe~ beth . . . '• - . . . . . ' . ~- . -

pilots were medevaced.>--At l900 h1>urs CA D again made contact with the 

en_emy and small: arms _!ire was exchanged resulting in· l maro · US KIA and 

l US WIA • . . At 19~ h•ur? ~ D b~ke :contact and nnvod t• their NDP. ':'A. 

medevac W-.5 .rr~ged for first lig}:lt .. ' .Re sul i:,s: 1 us KIA~ . 3 us WIA 

and 1. US HIA. No other ·cont:i.ct was ma.de by any._af the co.mpani.es. 

J.:8'. '.August ·i-959_. ts,~ ·attaclted UY.er liq~ Annex A) 

At 1335 hours Ce B/4..;.31 Inf'_'mado contact at A'l: 94'1.ZJ.8. trhe ce,mpcny 

came ·under· heavy Sllllll, arms, n»rtar_:_ cnd-RPG fire and suffered 6 US WIA• :s·. 
. . 

At 1430 h0urs,. C. B began taking heavy· enemy :fire !ram N~SW-E. 

Firebirds ori statien .ln support et : C4 B,:·;received 51 , cal. . firo. Co B . 

rem.in~d in . heavy ocmtact resulting J.n 'additi<mal . .friendly casllllt1.ea. One 
. . ·-. . : .- .. . . . . . -

plat.on of C. C wa3" Ais~tched to :Go ·B as . reinf'~rcements. _ Cg B rem.inad · 

in contact., and airstrikes' ·~d; modeyacs were requested. · At 1840 hours ~ri' 

airstrike began and the j~ts· rece i ved h~avy smill. ar!Il3 f'ire with ·negative 

results. At 1930 h~lll"'.s., a rned~vac was attempted with gunship support, 

but _.failed because the medevac ship ta>ok numerous hits .u1d _was forced . te 

;I.be-rt. At 2035 hours., . aniather medevac w.2.s attempted, this one was ·successful 

. frimrrr%tilme1sia 
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~ f ;)ii,,,,,,. 

and 8 US WIA were extracted. At 2015 hours the 3rd platoon of Co C 
. . 

1inked up with Co B and they nnved to their NDP. Total casualties .for 

Co B consbted of 9 US KIA~ 2J US WU. and l Kit Carson KIA • . Spooky was 

brought. on station and re111a:ined t,hroughout the night to · support' B Co. 

B ·Co acco·unted for 9 NV~ ·KIA, 1 f$..,.,.47, and l AK-50· captureo. int~ day's · 

action. 

At 121.o ' hours~- via B-T 001.224 Co "D made contac"t with an estimated 

· company si~e . enemy force.:'. The enemy. was ~ll equipped and . dug in~ 

· Co n_~ suffered _ 2 US KIA ·a.n,d 5 US WIA. · Artillery and gunships support 

.·-were· adjusted on the enemy.· During· the afternoon .Co .D continued to 
• .- • · ·- -· . - · . . --

maneuver on ~he enemy but .· at 1535 hours, were forced to pull back and -- . . . . . . . . . . 

: -~group· with .a total of' 18 .US WIA and 4 US KIA and l. US MIA. At 1735. 

· hours all 'WIA' s ~re extracted anct··contact was .temporarily broken. 

At 1.925 hours, the company,'begilll receiv~g mo;r:-tar fke .which was .followed 

bi·a ground attack from ·a1.1 'directions; with the main attack coming from . 

the: east • . The ·· enemy used 'machinegun, ~79 and AK fire. The . attack was 

· . ;repelled; however Co D .suffered 2 tis KIA and 3 US WIA. Shadow was 

. re_quested and was on station all n ight · in ~upport of Co D. Ca D 

recorded a ·total of52 .NVA ,- KIA in _the day's. action. C' Co .f'rom-2/1 Inf 

·arrived at LZ -we·st· at 1000~ ·and w~~-- given too 'mission of relieving Co 

D,on 19 Aug .1969. 

At 12J0 : l:~urs, AT'. :9£>.:3264, the Racon platoon made contact with the 

enemy and re~e_ived Chicora grenades and small arms .fire from the N, S, and 

W :Which resulted in 4 US . ~A• s. At 12.50 hours a medevac was effected and _at 

1400 hours, . contact wa~ b~ken, and Recon moved towards LZ West closing 

LZ West at 16oo hours. ' •Five NVA XU ~re ' ~ad for by the Racon 
. · ,....;; · :;w::: . -:. .. 

platoon in this action. 
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Ce D remained in thoir NDP t~ pnvido supper-ting fires r~r C• c/2-1. . 

Int: _;uid tho in:sertien '!'f 3/Zl. Int~ : At 071.5 heurs· dofonsive t~gots wo~ 
· - . . . .... 

. . . . . . . . 

. !'1"d f•r C. Il bocauso ,they were rcscoi~ing hod.vy sraal.l .ar:ns anc;l aut.m...tic · 

. ~oapen·a !ire··!nm .tho :E•:and NE. ;.-N~rtars and artillery ~re fired en tho : 
• • • . . ' ~ • .. .t . . -

.rea., .the-·;sma:u •a.nns fire .. ceased. ·.:- ~A link up with c.· C/2-1 Inf was effected 
- - - - . . . . -" 

at:1.2CO heur s~ ~- .c•ntact· 'w~s mad:, durfug . th~ -af'torn .. an · and the- t~ cempmics. ' 

sets UU· a · lfllP at. m 004225 .. .- At 2240· h•urs m•veoent 1-1,S ho~ •ri all sides .i 

tho .:'per:imeter ·and _at 2255 . h.eurs beth cer::ip~i.a~ ·· ;ecoived heavy autema.t.ic we,pans 
. . . -- . ~.- . -. .. . . . . ~ . 

fire -~d REG r.eunds from .the ·E, S, . and wost, result:ing in 1.. US KIA and 14 
\ . . . 

us WI.A • . Shad~:w. 'W.1.3 requested md C;u:?Cl •n s tatfan -t 2310 hsur:; ... At 01.40 

hours a medevac, _ oxt~eted 10 .:.US WI...\. · 

Ca ·B ~-r.1.a .::i.irlified..~t•~:LZ Siberia .tnd replaced by C> . c/4,-']l.· Inf en tho • 

~m:ing of 19. Aug~ .· .on~ : '.Qlit,~n •f Ce C. seized OBJ X, Hill ll 8 (At ~259) 

and. 2 . soctien ef 81 mm ,m•rt~:, w:z.:..· displ:;,ced :fr.ro LZ: Sib:rh tt1 Hill. llS • . 

fho. mart~U.,l» .f~m E ~ 4/31 :Int ·wero used in diroc_t sup~ert ef the maneuver 

~emen_ts • . C-. B/1-46 Int .. bee.mo OPCCm· t~ 4-Jl. In!· ef!ec\:ivo -.f'ter they wei=-e. 

· tlrlif'ted tt1 iz. K.ron.. :Ihiti ~i:dift. w.is cempl.otod ;.t ·1300 heu::.-a.· Gil B/14' 
f • • • ~ • • • - • • • - • .. • • · -~· ,;'; • . , • • 

In£ cenducted. a J.ink. 'u;:) :with ~ C/4,-'Jl Inf and f'urth~r ce~rdinated · :f~r a 

cembinod. attack~, 

·· ,- .--. . . .· 
- f ~ ., ,, . 

\ 1 ' .... • .. .. - - ' 



;o .lug 69 (Soo at.tached. Ovor~s-Annex Al 

Co B/2-:-1 In! becamo OPCXJN to 4-Jl Int. Co C/ 4-Jl Int and Co B/1-4.h 

Int left .their NDP and began moving East on the morn:ing or the 20th. Co C 

'.wa:s conducting platoon size patrols and the 1st platoon received small. . 

a.rm:, !ire at 1020 hour~_ r-e:sulting in 4 US WLt at ·.t'l'93827(). The let platoon 

~ontinued to receiv~ smaJJ.· arms fire from th, S., E, and W and were unable, 

to maneuver. Blue Ghost come on. station in support of Co C and received 

ismall ~ tire wile supporting Co C. At 1345 hours," l.st platoon cloised · 

''With the .remainder or Co C and formed a de!en:dvc, poaition. It WU 

'.reported that the enemy was on all side:, of Co C and closing in •. At- 1510 

·hours the . 00 of Co C ·and five other personnel were, wounded. Blue Ghost 

waa requested by . Co · C for clo:,o support. At 1.520 hour:s the enemy ce.:sed !iro•'. 

but remained in vicinity of the defensive position • . At. 1.545 hour:, .the . 
. . 

13lua Ghost reaoived extensive ground .f'iro whilo supporting Co C. At 1645 · 

hour:, Co C received incoming mortars resulting in numen,u; WIA1 S. Co C . . 

pulled back to regreup' arxi effected a link-up with Co B/1.-4', In! -~ $0270. 

While enroute to the NDP a. ~devac extracted 14 us WI.A• s. .. Co C i,uf!ered 

4 KIA and 2 MIA and . 21 'WIA on. 2) Aug._ Enell\Y c::asualties were unknOWl~ 

· D Co/4-:31 ~ moved to the_ area vie BT'" 004229. rand recovered the bodioa 

•t 5 US MIA • . These KIA. 1 s ·. -were - aoon evacuated. -. D Co/4-"3J. Int _and C :<;,o/2-1. 

_Ild set up_ a NDP at BT COJ+22.5".,·. 
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.Aa JD ext.eneion wu granted · and th• 2/7 ~ine • began moving 

. tram BT 01/J'P'/ to BT OOOZ'll in an et!'ort. to trap the «,nem;y between the 

twe Anwricm !orcoa. 

· B Co/).-/1, Int_ touncf the b~ie■- -ot the preTioultl7 .report~d ·10 MU 

18 Aug 69-and aecurod them until ~·they ·could be rel09Tod;. 

B Co/2-1.. Int OPOO.bl t• 4-31 ·w was airl:~d to LZ -K.ren., and 

. prepared to link -up with C. B/1~$ ·In.r and Ce C/4-31 Int gz:1 21 Aug 69. 

2l Aug ·69 fSoo. :,..{t.ached Onrlaya-&nna • -

At O 510 hours . a trip. fiars •n the porimtt~r ot D C. went •ft and 

mevement.· wa:, engaged :~th mortars· and am.1J. arma !ire. At 0625 the eneiey­

tired Rro 1 S but they ·':relLshort 0~ the ·perimeter. At 0630 C Co/2-l. ~ :: 

engaged and kill~d 1 :NVA alao c~putring'l AK-:-47.! At 0655. Ce/C/2:..1 

rsported . tw Jmre NV A· KIA:.• S . and l. _ AK-47 captured ~th .2 full magazine• 

.uid 6_ Chicom. gro~de_:,~: -At 07CXYhours, Blue Ghoe~ came on :station .uid 

received ~ ~ .rii:-e : .uid 0000: ho~s .. Co D. b~ke contact . _.· . D C./ ~ ~ 

Inf was airlifted te> LZ ; We:st and A· °C•/4-'31 Inf' was i.n5erted inte D C.•a 
. : . 

previoua lcacation. · 

. At 0845 hour:s -~ B/2-l Inf'. :successfully linked up '4th C. C/4-Jl~t 

·at 1000 hours~ 

At 0900 and 1055 hours LZ W,ot .'received five incoming 122mm rockets 

with nega~~w damage . 

The Jrd Bn 7th Regt USMC cont inu.od to move ' ..est in grid~ A'l;,=.,2628; 

.A.~c 9626~ and A',t,;,9622.-- ;: The Marine~ received heav;r automatic and sm.u.1 arm:s ·_:· 
, ,·. 

·.N.ro. Re:sult3 unknown. 

.~" »- -, .... ~ . . .. · . 

• .. .J .J - .. -
. . 
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B ~/1-46 In! and C Co/4-'Ji Inf' :secured OBJ K (AT CJIIJZ[!J.) and OBJ N 

(~9._42Z[.6) i-csul.ting in 103 NVA KIA • . B Co/1-46 In!', a Co/2-l Inf' and 

.. C C4/ 4-3l . Inr . 5Ct up- a . con:b ined _ HDP · at AT. 921%,:J-. 

At 160<t hours A. Co/.q;.;31 _ Inf' _.nd C. Co/2-1. In.r bee~ OPOON. to 3/21. Inr 

and 3/ZJ. In.r as:swried control of' the battle with the_ 31st NVA .Regt to. the 

SE ·o.r LZ West •. 

22 Aug .69 .{See attached Ovorl.q~.Anilex. k) 

At 0615 ·houn Co-B/2-1 Int, Co :C/4-31 In! and .Co-_B/1-46 Int b~gan ·the1;r-_ 

attack . f'!-om..· ff 935258 to AT 92>2,J,. 1eaving at ·. :staggered intervals·. ill. 

c.ompanies departed ~:se l:ine .blw, (from 'AT 935258 tQ ,I? :9Z259) at:1005· 

hours under' the .cover o!:artillery !ire. N<> :·contact ··was ma.do ·as the· _comp.nies 

swept through their areas until· Co B/2-1. Inf received mortar and :small~ a.rm:s 
f'irc from A'! 94ZZZ3 at 1230 boure. Gwiships and Artillery were roqU!! sted 

;md_ Co B/2~1 In! .. su£!er.ed: 1 2 WU1 s . and 1._ MIA. :At 1J25 hours ·.;_ du3tof! ~ . 

c!!ected and·. cont~ct was ·broken. ill · compp.nies closed to their NDP at 1700 

hour:s in o:der '•fu · sot in adequate ~defenses. 

Intelligence reports from. Hiep Due indicated a probable . sapp,r att~k 

on LZ Siberia and artillery wa:s ! ired on .the reported grid:,; four :secondary 

~xplo:dons were :.reported. H:mito~d enemy radio transm.issioll3 indicated 

that a: large ···amcunt.. of ~uppiies. wero _being sh~pped from ' the· north to , :support 

t1i0 rcgµii,ntal. ·size unit:,. 



2) Al.lg 69 (See attached Overl.ay~Anna: A) 

. At 0640 hours Task Force 4-3l Int consisting or Co B/1-~ Int, Co C/ 

4-31. W and Co B/2-1 In.t' departed Hill 118 (AT 92)259) mving NE. At 

0715 hours tho 81mm mortars from Co E/4-31 Inf' on Hill 118 received about 

. 30 ?"9unds o! incoming 82nun mortar rounds resulting in four minor WIA1 s. 

the Blt:1111 DX>rtar:s returned the !ire using the grids picked up by the counter­

mortar radar on LZ West (AT m-251..). Hill 118 continued to receive sporadic 

incoming mrtar !ire thsougbout the day. 

At 1010 hours 2/7 Marino::, were located in a bl?cking position .from 

AT 97'2Z/9 :to il 9722h0, 

At 1400 hour::, an element of the Ta::sk Force 4/31 In!, Co B/1-46 Int 

made contact with an ost:imated platoon of NVA. They received heavy small 

arms fire, automatic weapons and RPG fire re~ulting in 2 US WIA•s. A dustoff' 

evacuated the wol.lllded at l.525 hours. · B Co recorded ll NVA KIA during this 

encounter. 

At 1600 hour::, Hill. 118 came under enemy mortar fire. Bluo Ghost White 

spotted the possible IIX>rtar location and engaged it with unknown results. 

At 202'.) hours LZ West received aix rounds 82mm Recoi.Tuss Rifle 

resulting in 1 US WIA~ The location of the 82mm RR was observed and 155 1s 

and 4.2 inch mortars roturned fire. · The enemy fire ceased. 
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2!+. Aug: 69. (tSoa~ attacm.d ~Ove.rl.aJc~Annex A) 

All. elements. ot the Taak Force 4-31 In£ mved from their NDP 1 s to the 

northeast to !ind and destroy tbs enemy. No contact was _mado until 1..21.5. 

hour:s ~en Co B/2-l. Inf": engaged a, force ot a) NVA resul.ting in 2 NVA KIA 

and l. AX-47 captured • . · At 1.))0 . hour:, Co B/2-1 In! recoived incoming mrt.ara 
but. :stista.incd no casualties.~ 

The 2/7 Marines located at tt 968Z/.9 provided a blo.ck:ing and :security 

force. 

At 1m hours, Co C/!r'Jl ·Inf ~covered· 10 bodies of MI.A•s, previotUtl.y 

reported by B/4~3]. at Kl 9ttm5-. (These bod~~ haf be~n --~~ured earlie~6?2 

but lost d:uring contact). Co C evacuated the bodie a to Hill ll8 where they 

were extracted to Graves Registration at LZ Baldy. At l.5C() hours Co B/2-1 

Int received small arms and oortar .fire at At 94.Z?70 resul.ting in 8 US WIA 

and :I US KIA. Mortar:! from · Hill 118 fired in supp,ort of B Co and the 

enoII!iY' fir~g c;:cased: At 17;0 houz:-s ~ B/2-1_ Inf cngag~d and killed two 

NVA and captured two .AK.-47's. 

At 1600 hours, · Co D/1-46 Inf, QPQ)N ·to 4/31., was airl.iftcd to LZ 
·. . . 

Karon. At 1810 hours~ Rattier Z'l, · on a re- supply mission to an el.ement o:r 

. Task Force · 1r·31, had a ='mechanical failure ani went down in the vie AT 

')67255. An eiement of co· D/Lr31 :fut w~s immed~tely lifted to the site 

• to- secure · the hel.icopter·. The holicoptari was later extracted by a CJi-47. 

The crew suf.fe~d _no pasualitie3. 
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: 25' Augu.st :X:969 (So~ attached Overl.qs-Annex ·A-) 

At 1000 hours and l.025 hour3_.. Co B/2-1 received small. -arm.s and mortar 
,. . . 

: !ire !rom vie · A.'!'. '14l2Po~ 81mm _mortars on Hill. ll8 returned this. !ire. . At. 

10)) hours,':·eo _ B/l~,46-;_ ~began -receiving enemy fire as they maneuvered 
' 

:to the east --to. assist _Co . B/2-1: In£ At 9L.l.26c-- Co B/1~46 Inf reIX)rted 
. . . · . . • . . - - . . ~._ . . 

6 - US WIA -and . 12 NVA-_KIA.'. At ~5 hours, eo ·B/1-46 In! were still. recetving 

imrta.r fin, . cµid artill,ery -was !ired on the suspected enemy locations • . _:- At . . .,. __ .. . - ... . .. . . . 

·_1245 hours,-_~ B/1-46 -<In!'.,J:>egan :receiving small arms -.fire aft~r having 

adv anced ·a.bo~ A)_() meters~ / The en~my attempted to · surround this element 

but was halted by artillery . and ioortar fire . 
,r . ,- - . . . . . 

. At-1~5 _ ~ours,_ Co_ -~/4~31 Inf' was . airli fted fro m LZ Siberia to Hill ll8 

and began moving fo:t""War~ to bec_o~ part _ o f Task Force 4/31 Inf'. 1/46 · Inf 

Bn took responsibility: for- the defense of LZ Siberia and the close in 

defense of Hiep Due • 

.At l.~ houna., Co B/4~J.l In.r' received small sniper fire vie AT 932265., 

:• At 15)() hours, :.Co , B/1.,;,;,4,6 _Inf' received sniper fire resulting in 4 US_ WIA1 s. 

As -the elements -advanced,_ numerous ~unkers, t~nches and spiderholes were 

---di:scovered,. ~eating . it WClt1?--d be . a-slow process rooting tho eneley' _out. 

At 15JJ hours, Co .D/1-:46 'Inf ·made heavy -contact while moving east ·at: 

A% 9'JJ'2h7 ~s~ting in _6_ US WIM:s,._' . . A medevac was effected and Co D/1-46 Inf . 

again' atte::npted to xoove . ,911 ~ '.flle · ·:immediately received heavy small arcs and 

100rtar fire, resulting in 14 US WIA1s . Co D pulled back to regroup ~ secure 

an .LZ for a ~devac, which. was successfully completed a .short time later • 

..... - . . . .· 

. . -·-- .. _ .... : .. . ' ... · ~~.~-~ ...... 
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At 16o0 hour5 Co E/4-31 Int received. AK-47 firo from. tho -west end· 

ot Hill US • . Thi5 unit. received . amall arms !ire until approximately 1000 

hour~.· At 192:l hours·, _Co_ D/l,.;,46 Int engagod -ang. killed l NVA vie ·t.hsir· 

NDP Kl. 945264., 

A sUIIJma.ry of the- day's actiollS showed that CoB/2-1 :-~ had killed. 

25 NVA, capt~-ed three AK-47 1 s, ·documents., · one 'AK-.50 and also destroyed 

2J bunkers which were 6- X 6 and had . overhead . cover.· Co .B suffered i7 US 

wu. 

Co B/1-46 reported )) NV A K!A~'.: Two us M-16 Is c_aptur:ea,. one s1rn; 

two AK-47' s; one AK-;O .:and __ l7 ·bun¥.ers' destroyed~-._ Co B suffered 12 ~ WU. 

Co D/1-46 Inf reported 19 NVAKikand 5 bunkers des.troyed.< They 

. suffered .. 2'.) US WIA~ 

Total_: ·ror the day_·was :74- Nl{A KIA, 10 weapons captured and ,42 bunkers 

·9-estroyed. Contact was' broken ··at .1755 hours and all. comapnies IOOved to· . . _· 

NDP 1 a. 

2,-August.; ,l'}Q9 \Seo .it.tt&ched 0Terlay:s-Annex A) 

Co B/4-31 Inf m::>ved., on order., to _ secure objectives 9 A'? %6268 arid 

then ef.f'ect a link ·up: with the Marines -- A'? 95)268-.. Co B made no contact until' 

1:3io hours when they received incoming rorta.r . roW1ds result:ing in 4- US WIA: 

and 1 US KIA •. 

_Co _B/1-46 Inf :followed Co B/4"'."31 ·rnr to' objective 10 AT 946268 and 

established an LZ to be -used for. resupply and _evacuation of all casualitios 

· an:i reinforcements. 
. _:. 

• < · :: - • Co_ B/2-1. ,.rn.r attack~d, 0~ order, to secure objectives l.'. A·.t~9~268~ 
· -::and continued ·o!l to .objective 2 . at AT 9.3f>Zf'i; · Go B made no contact until 

. ~, . . . - _.' ' 

• - ~ • ,6 ,II, : ~' . • ....... :. .:, 4 ; - • • • 
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1110 hours when a sniper wounded one man. B Co secure their objective 

without any .further c,nemy resistance. 

~ C/4,-'Jl Inf attacl<Bd to se~~e objective 7 at A'l 944Zl0 • 

. At 09;0 hours Co C was-_:,topped by heavy M"/9, SAF and mortar fire. 

Mortar and artillery fired and . the enemy fire ceased~ · C Co moved on to 

. ~cure objective _8 at>A'? 9Wl-3 and received sniper fire resulting in 4 US 

WI.A. and2 US KIA.. At ll;O houra1 Co C again ran into· sniper fire resulting 

in 5 US KIA1s. 
' 

_Co A/4-'JJ,. Ini was rel.eased from OPOON of 3/Zl. Int and prepared to bo 

airl ifted to · Join Task Force 4/'Jl In! on Z1 August 1969. 

All elements closed their NDP 1 s at approximatel7 19(X) hours and 

established night defenses. 

~ lugwst l.964 lSoo a~tacho cl Oyor]..q-a-.Annox A) 

At 0700 hours, Co _C/4-31 In! was airl i fted from a field PZ to LZ West 

and Co A/4-Jl and Co D/4-31 Inf were l i ftod to the field. Co B/1-1/J ioovod 

to Hill 118. Co B and Co D/1-46 Inf -was released from OPCON of 4/'Jl. Inf' to 

cont rol. of 1/4/, Inf' Bn !"or close-in securi_ty of Hiep Due. 

It was l.earned from POW' s taken by Delta _1-7 Marines that tho 1st and 

'3rd Regiments ( AKA 31.at Regt ) o f . t~ 2nd NV A Division -were the enemy units 

· in contact. The :Marines reported 2 NVA KIA and two weapons captured. 

2-7 Marines- re.ported a largo amount of personal equipment and three weapons 

capt ured at AT. 959268_. 

Co A/2-l. Inf was 0P(l)N to 4/3l Inf 1 airli.fted to LZ West, and prepared 

to IIX>ve to the vicinity or AT _9;0258 on 28 August 1969 • 

. All companies conducted detailed searches with operations with nogative 
".:\-. 

enemy contact~ · 
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28 August 1969 (.Seo at.tacbed Q,/orl~a,..; Annex A) 

Co !/4-'Jl Inf_ moved :to Objective l at grid Kl: 2:.38266 with negative 

en~m:y contact. The· di~cov'ered l NV A KIA and destroyed a number or bunken. 

· Co B/~31. In:f' moved.· to Objective 8 at AT 9(.0260 'With negative cont.ict 

ani'. mv~d ~n to Objectiye 3, A,?; 94/+2.(,2, at 0835 hour:,. - Co B foUild l. OS 
.. ·. 

steel helmot• two US bodies an~ one M-16 rifle. The bodies were believed 

_to be !armer m,IIi>en o:f' Co ·c/4-'Jl In!.. At 0840 _ C Co received sniper -tiro 

;resulting in one US WIA ani one US KIA. At 0930 hours,· Co B found one 

PRC-25, !ive M-16 1 s and one M-6o l;>elieved to belong to Co D/1-/JJ In!. 
. -

At 1240 hour., Co B received heavy D1Bchine gun fire .resulting in three WIA1 a. 

They destroyed the machine gun position resulting in 5 NVA KIA. 

The Marines reported they had captured tw':> 12. 7mm anti-aircraft guns 

at .ft ·952ZT5 and A? 9~5. 

~ :~ugu~ ).969 (See a:tt:ai:hed: Ov~l.~s -Annex A) 

At 0030 hours, AT. 945269• a trip flare -went of! on the perimeter o! 

Co B/2-1 Int'' s NDP and two NVA were observed carrying what appeared to· 

be mrtar rounds and grenades. They -we~e engaged with small arms fire. · . . . . 

A- search _ :in °the IIX>rning turned up A> 60mm mortar rounds • . At 1910 hours -

.Co ·B recovered one US MIA •. 

Co ·A/4-'Jl Int linked up with · a. Marine tank1 infa.11try team. 

At 14)) hours Co B/ 4-31 Inf ·discovered the body of ono US MIA at AT 

• 94421,J~ · In thi5 ai:-ea Co B also found four :z:.einfo~ced bunkers, numerous 
~ . . ' . . 

ap,ider hole:,, a 60mm mortar base plate, two NVA packs, one carbine, and 

. l. 7,. 60 mm ro mid 3 r c.~----. - -.... , ·- U! . ~ ,._ .. , . ---ll8iili-· 



Co B/4-Jl Int moved to Hi.op Due CFZ in preparation to be releascd-_to 

OProN o! 1/ JJ, Inf and to aecure LZ Siberi. on )'.) Augt13t 1969. 

At ZOO hour:,, all. elements closed their NDP' zs and set up de!en:ses 

.tor the night. 

At 15:)() .· hour:s, t'he Mariru,a di:scovered soven VN civilia.ns 'ap~~t.iy 

assassinated .by the .NVA at ·AT 9522'78~ Al:so -:in .. the aroa.',-were large bunkc-r:s 

with overhead cover' connected b7 tunnel:,. These bunkers 'WOre capable-of ·. 

hou:sin..ll one hundred ~. 'l'hc Ma.rinl, s destroyed the entiro complex. 

Jl M&Wlt 1969 Lsoo at.ta.dad DYerbq_:r ,lm,•x . .1) 

Co A/4-'Jl Inf le.rt. their NDP at AT. 9-33267 and 100ved NE,. At 08)'.) hours, 

they diacovered and destroyed sev•n large bunker:s at .tt 939;o6. At 101.0 

hours, C. A engaged and killed _ one VC in a spider hole AT 9-:NZT6 • 

.All ele?nent:s conducted detailed search and de5troy operations in 

U~ir designated areas resulting in numorous bunkers being destroyed .nd 

negativs _.contact. 

. . 

At 07~ · hour:s, Co A/4-'Jl Inf' wille conducting detail~d search and clear 

opera.tione~ discovered _six freah graves. At 0000 hours, Co A .round one VN 

.rem.lo wio · h.d gun:soote 'wUllh'e- She wa:s ev.cuatod to LZ West !er ·questioning. 

Three small children -wero al eo . fQund at AT. 9'39Z'/6 and were extracted to LZ WEST. 

C. A/2~1 _In!' found and destroyed structures at il 964244 am AT. 965240. 

·c._ D/4-31 In! found and destroyed three bunkers and one booby-trap at AT 

9.'22Z!2-. Thoy ·a1.:so engaged t ~ VC at AT .. 9l.9271 with negative results. 

Co B/2~- In!' moved . m el enent to Hill ll8 to secure the .forward mertars. 

At 1900 hours, . Co . E/4-31 Inf' spotted on~ _VC approaching t heir per~ter 

and he was taken under fire and was · killed. 
. . 

r'\~,~..,., : 
~~ ... y , " " · 
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. . r ·s,pteDi>er. l.969 (s,o. ·attached ·0verlays- ,.Anncx ·.d 

Co A/4-'31 Inf IOOVed . .f'rom their NDP at Kl. 9'.2"8266. At 1015H,. X? 941.ZU., 

-~ Co found ~hree US helmet:, and an. AK-47 containing a. tull magazine • . At 
,; .. 

this same . location t _hey. de:stroyeci: 15 bunker:, and found !our · grave:, containing. 
. . . 

tour NVA 50ld~r:, K:u ;· At lznH, ·: at AT 935Zl-4. ' A Co tound -one US MIA believed· . . - . . . . ,· 

to be . i"rom. Co ·. C/ 4;_ .31 · Inr;. The body ::was extracted to _ LZ .Baldy by .th4 _ C &. C 

hel icopter·; :·-A"' Co, ;at 1:3!,JH, 'A'? 96()248, eng~ed 10: Nl&A ·at . a distance of 
- . . . . . . ~ •. . . . . ' . •. - . .. 

):) meter~ resulting iri !our NVA KIA, and two NVA WIA °':'ho-were later ·ovacua~d 

bj ·dusto.f'f~ Co A/2-l ·rnr.:at 1700H, ·.observed eight NV.A in green uniform,' 

AT 9492.33~ and .. procos·se<i-\,.rtll1.ery: resulting ._iri thre_e NVA _KIA and one hut 

do :,troyed •. ,; 

Thero was no further ·:·contact ·:during the days activities. 

:Z S!,pt~_Jli>e~ l.969 (Sce rattacncd Overlq~ Annex· A) 

1.-46 In!' 'Was -released -from the -respon:,d~ility -or the- security of Hi.op 

_Due CFZ ·a@_ ·u · siberia; and . the TAC CP o"r 1.:.·46 -In! departed the KJ. . . ·, .. . . . 

. . . . 

B/4-31 _In! . was . relaa:,ed from OP.CON of 1-46 In! .and .~oturned to control 

_ o! 4-.31 .• :rnr-.·:·;..._:They·'then assumed t h~ security'. '~! LZ Siberia •. 

B/2.:.1.~ I_n.Cwas released from ·oPCON of 4_:31 -Inf and was . airlift~d t~ LZ 

.Thero was negative contact during the p~t~lling operations _o! ~ 

Septeni:>er 196_~. 
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1: 'Septeuber l.9l)9 fSee:'_-a:ttached ,OVerlays-. Annex A) 

A/2-1 Int was feleased from 0POON of 4-31 Inf. 

The~-was ·negative contact or casualties in the 4-Jl· In£ TAOR thi~ . 

date. 

(c) .Various Tecpniqu.es Utiliz_ed: 

(r) ,Geperally,,_ range:s :of' tengagement were _less ~han-1.00:mete~ • 

. 1'h1::J .lllade it dif.ticul.t o-r dangero.ua tQ utilfza :ettacUYa artillery air 

support~ floweveri helicopte.~ aun:ship~ PJ.'Oud very e:f!ective. aince. tbe-ir 

fires .coul.d be acljuated f.Q within 2S Jaeter~ o! friendly PQsitiona. :Jn. th& 

t~ ana1.ysis, the onl:1: efEect1ve :weapon was the inrantr,yman; c:lo:dng .with._ 

and digging out the. enem;y by the use ot: small arm:s and ~26 hand l"ragimntation 

gr_~S~" 

( 2) · Aerial broadcasts were attempted., however, · the eneey' s use 

o:f 51 caliber anti-aircraft -wea:i:one · discouraged the lower level nying . 

required for the broadcast_ to be understood. ( 1.mder 3000 feet). 

(.3) Two Xar:fna 'Medim .Gun !ank~ were used on •2!J 'August 1.9.62 

:in~o:rder :_to close with and destroy .tour: re1n!orced mach.ina. gurt...burilcers;-

0n·:1s .. Augu3t., __ Lt _Col. He?U'7~ 00 t./31.st., ~que~ted .a platoon or tanks; 

however., this request was ,turned_ dowi. _The :11se of. a tank intat1i:.17 t.eam 

on-·2!) August _proved .to -be -effective in 'reducing enemy fortified ·i:ositioiis 

and holding friendly casuaJ.tiea ·to ·a )n:fn1ri>inu. 

(4) The Bn Cmdr' s :use ot •available forces was decisive during · 

this action. Ot!ensive pressure was constantly placed. on the eneIII7 by 

rotating anyt,,here ·:_trom t""° to six companies in _and_ out __ o.r cont~ct __ with 

at leas€.£"'° relatively _.tresh _companies in the- vicinity o.r contact at all_ 

-times~ 



( 5) Tho use of alJ. supporting fire means was extremely cf fectiYe 

as dcmn3trated by the below listed results. Not only ~~ro contact missions 

f'ired and fl.ol«l, but the available support was used a~ a blocking 
. . . 

.force, to stop retreating enemy forces, and/or destroy thom as they attempt~d 

to _ escape . during tho . hours of . darkness;,, 
. . 

_l.2. (c) RESULTS: 

. a. . .P.riendly US: 

YU-· 142 WlP<Pf'.[b'k.VJl~~M ( \C\ ~~ G""7Vf\l,l\t.S 

.Radio:, Lo3t- 7 (4· destroyed) 

K-16 Lost~ 22 

Ruck Sacks Lost- ';f}, 

. ' ~ . 
. . , .. , .. . 

. ··. . ,.,.,.__ 
. . . . . . 
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remainder or'. our Support Platoon on.LZ West. ,LZ \\est: ·beeame- the ~orward 

distribution .pol.nt: :.!o~ all :compani:4& in '.the .fieid, liihicn a.t omt ·time numbered 

. nine. 1'ransportation to ;tho. f'on,ard area. and ·company fiel:d 1ocations wero 

accompli•d utilizing r:;H-47 and UH-lD :helicopters .. 

(l.) Cl...sis I: 

('a) The following ~presents the approximate fasl.ll!s of ratio:-is during the 

·operation. 

"A" Rations-1;190 meals 

"C" Rations-9_i252 mais 

LRRP Ra.tions..:.1,800 :meals 

·(b) Although ice ,was available, it was ~oot possible to ship it to tho · 

_fo_n,ard_ distribution· point daily; The pd.mary reason was that aircraft coul.d 

not be provided at any prescribed time 'due to priority missions • . ··rce chests _ 

111ere : not available to th!' elem,nt . in Chu Lai. The resupply p.d was located 

approxima.tol7 2:> minutes by truck !'rom the ice plant in Chu Lai. 

(2) Class II and IV: Stockage . .or: high demand items at LZ West and Chu Lai 

enabled the battalion to respond tci the immediate requirements of combat units 

and: ai"!'orded tim., to · replenish: oi.u- stock.; Expendable- ·supplies in this category 

were sand.bags; papel". pro_c!,ucts, plastic eating _utensils;· r.adio batterie~; 

heat t ablets, water purification . tablets, insect repellent . and aerial dolivery 

items. 
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0G@tta 

. (Jl . ·m .. ass ID;: - All resupply was shipped from LZ Baldy to LZ West·. The· . . 

approximate;ruoounts are as fo_llows~ 

_l-bgas-:-' 7 .,000 gallon:; 

·_ n1~1.:·: 1,000 g~n~ 

(4) Cl.ass V::: With only a~ few -exception~, al.l.:,,Class V was drawn from LZ 

':Baldy and ·shipped _ to ·Lz jlest. -From ~the !o~ distributiDn point it wa:s 
-forwarded to - company f'~d- locations on an as requested basis. :Spec.:fal. 
~ . . 

)'.?_..q~fit.A :such u 90a ~ :t"Otm.<b~--:obounding .M-79. rounds ~it'd WF Snoke . 

. grenades ~f; . ,were not available: al -i _:z.:Ba1d:,-..:were :&-awn m Chu Lai. and 

stµ.ppe-d to~1LZ;J~st~ TherEi:w~_s::mi.~_ 'tactical elilergen~y-of" 81mm roortar·. 

'..a;nmunition : ~hipped. from;:ghu' Lai . which required : t:....0 (2) ·-cn-47 sorties. 

, 'l'.~tal _:resu:Ppliad_-:axoounts ··or:_?igh __ ~~penditures are· as follows: 

7.62- -

M-79 (alf'._~YI:>8s}: 

M-26.;..:,_ . 

. · ~ -;(~i _:type~). 

:_4.~::ir.1· (all)y~s). 

'26, 400 .. 

2,742 

600 

3,984 

:2,.336 -

ls) ,,Water: Toa. . intense' heat, '.: the -~tactical situation, arid the fact" that 

'the enemy· .controlled the -wells :and streams .in the operational area-:· . 

. co~tributed _to:: a shortage ,of water. !n. ,order:;to resupply:,:all -companies.-in. 

the -:.riald/ LZ West.-was placed on 'Water :ration; ·lor. eleven-:aays; :tbe1t .. WS 

:no shaving;;_o_r .bathing. _'the -~e3; tiaU:. was '·.closed : end - C-Ratlons -were:::consumed;; in. 
-- . , ' -; · .. _ -

'-···.· .,.~ 
·,.· .... : 
.. · . 
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resupplying nine intant17. ~ompaniea,.. IlQQ Barine~war.e _fiown 1nto t.z West. 

~itnout.. water. T?ley: too wero res~p~iea. Fa~ :the · en:Efre: period ~ 

.eighteen· days., .:7J:'J~ortiea:-~or water-;· anxHmting to ·soms :52:;~. -ga.Uons, 

we~ t'l.9..l«l mtci LZ W@:st;.. ~ ;ha eight d'.q-,psriod from 21 August; 

.to 28 August~ -~ .wat~ ~rties ~ .- •:flown .)n .with .9 sort1ea..being ._fiollll on 

25 August, amountillg:=to:., some,- _5,000 gal.loru,. · 

. (6) , CH-47 Sorties: D~g tJtis eighteen ~ ~period; ... 125 sorties lol8re ­

_.noli«l into._Li West. from t'Z.Baldy and. _Chu Lai·'w~ a total. weight or 

· approximately 1,125,000 pounds •. The.-breakdow:i :is-- a3 follows : 
. . . . . . . 

· Chu Lai.----2J·;Sort.ies-----· 'ZJ7 .,000 pound.3-

LZ Bal.dy---,1.02: $ori;ies ·:.: 918 ,~ p:,unds . 

. (7) ·· Major·Problems ·Erlco~tered: 
. . 

(a) Aircraft: Undoubtedly the·~·large·st · problem was the lack of 
. . . .. , . .. . . .. . 

available aircraft on a timely basii3. '. It was not unusual to receive 
_ .. ·.- · ·.. : ·.. . . . .-. . ' . ' . . . . . . . 

all. scheduled _CH-47 . ·aorties ·and then · be able to, ob_tain a UH"'."lD to 

.· resupply companies in the :field loea~ions._ 1-Jhen UH-lD' s ~re available . 

_f?r . only a short period of .time -it was a near. impossibili ty cto.- resupply_ 

· five to nine co~pania s in the time alloted. ·_ 

· (b } · The initial: lack.'o-:r ,:JO; gallon• .water- bl.ivit;s .,.Juid:;a .:watar.:short;age - . - . . . :,. . . . -·. : -,, · . . . .. 

::pc>~t/on Lz-West- were major. p_~bl~f _A'. :wate:r poiil.t , ~er~ '"1:i1ivits can 
. immediatel.y,be drained ·_ili or:cier _to':1,e·- ~ackha~1·(e?.- ·}s· a necessity for f_1;t4r~" 

.. oi::eration~ o:f' this nature'. ~, 

:.·~ ' ( c ) .: The ·1.ack o.f. iniw.:a'.te-d fo~d ::containera: did not permit us to ·:reed' 
. • • • • • t . - - • • • ' • · - • . " . . ' .. .• • • · 

. all. .c.ompanies · in the field locations "A" ration's when tactical situation~: 
-.. 

perr:i.Ut ed. , 
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( d} At the outset of the operation., the fon,ard distributd.cm po~t 

was not prepared. to provido support for tho number of' troops -.ctua.l.ly involved. 

NJ soon as. tho requirement for nine companies were !mown., all supply . require- . . 
• y • 
·; .. 

·. ment:s tor the nine compan:ios were filled. 

(e) ·· 'l'he-!1.na.rlproblem· ·waff"'that··~the· ba.tt~ion :rear :aroa ·-waif'::in~·tru.·-proc~•ss' · 
. . . 

o.t-reloca.ting·;itsolt_~!rom LZ .Baldy· to --Chu Lai.' The ,movement . was :completed · 

. on- l.7~~ugu.st;ho...,ever, :;'.tho ;adjustment..~to.:~resuppl.yi.ng..:f"rom__the_new .l.o~~U:on I 

toek~two -additiorial. days.· • 

b. Medical 

. (l) ~-~~~..i.opera6.on !ritm 1.7. Atigustito-.'i).::Sep.t.cnilcr~tmi 4~Jlzlnf' 

B1i"'.-susta.ined -39- .Kl.A; .and.:J:42: W.U. Jolhich~~rc ..::.erac.\la.tcd.;:·.::;;In :additioni,::.;t~ro .. . 
• ,r . . ~- : . . • .' • • . • • • • . .,.. . • • 

~;~ '.~62 iiiirufr'wound-s":1'and'·;;l9' heat ca~sualties··treated .that.::were~not; ~vac~~d. 

(2) ·. ·•aevac -fieYicopter pi+ots,::;perform:rd-.-::skillful.1:,: .:as-they .. new a.Y · 
. ' . -

'.tc,t~: .. of.:-27~5i.ons.:; :pn::three~ccasions.:th~~cotr1111arid..:a.nd~control..;::a_hJp .:.~ .--· 

. ·re ::supply'~sbip""!-al so ~~xtracted: -wound~d- men. ,Many..;.o_r :;_tho ~~~ra.cti ons ~were ·. met 

_· .by .:. heavy~·-~hem;y-: ground ~ :.. SeveraL~ll vcs ~were .'saved., by j :,m ,. prompt _ extractions­

, and evac~tion;.' al.th<lugi<:at tim:ss., B., · C., and D _ C.mpan.ie• had seriauely 
• ' • - • · ·· -· • -.C• - ·- · - - - - - - • • • • • 

·wundcd patients- -who,·-waited- up -te-18 ·hour::s --·priorto extr~i"ction-.~-- N.~ahip:s -were f 
-- - .. . - -- ~~...,; - - . -- ... ; • . . ,._ . . ·-· . - · ... . 

-able --to"bnd' 'd~ :~to j.he\ tnt~n ee ·=~nemy.-) firo"~ 

. . . . ·-
-Madic.:l. Cemp.ny .at LZ Ba.l.dy. ;,; Flying time .from the _ battlefield was approximateii? 

10 minute:s. · A.rt.er st-.blization by bloed., intravenous !l:uid:s., and emergency :, · 

surgicai::·procodures;:.:.thcse ~pa.tionts __ were.~nt ,to ~.the .95th _Evacuati,m. H.spit-1. 

. in.•Da Nang-, ~?!---the 27th--Surgictl Hospit.u.. . in Chu L'.d. 
. ' 
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(4) P-atients who __ sustaina~-Diinol"'-woundtr-:o~heat: injuriaa .ware takari,° 

~-:the ·"Bn. AicPStation 011, :LZ:.West.: - .They were evaluated and treated·. : Some . 
' . . ; -

!."~re returned to duty within 24 hours, othara ~rnaiued as a securit7 

torce 'on the fi~baae.. A. tew wer·o .evacuated to the-: rear.. Several with 

mino~ wurids,were returned to ·the resi:ective !irebase. or . their. own . battalion 

( 5) · -Byi 20 August~ :aev.en :mecl1cs had been. )IOunded-iaruLona killed.,-
- ' . .. ' . . -

Four o.f the wounded "'8re evacuated;,;· l'ha. remai oder o~ .the .. Jll3d.icaL< platoon:· 

was ordered. ·to L'Z -~st·. Experienced medi~s' liiere 1serit . to· replacet-->-the· 

'WOunded. 

(6) Problem Areas~ . . . 

(a) 'nl,e main problems encountered were .those; ot supply · and 
. . . 

H'or: :the initial three: :~s~ iW& obtaindd eme~c7· identification of. gear. 
' . 

re.~J,Ipply: :fbr the :t-irebase and field trom 'the. ·23rd-&dical Company by_ 

du.atoll .ships. Due to the. intense .eneIJ!iY !.ire·; supply- to th3' 'field-0was 

temporarily impossible. Shirts-.were empl"oye·d by 0D· Compan;y: )!hen: ::tba i:mppl:, 

a~ field lim:ssing~ Jl'&a..:;flXhausted • . . 'l'ha .:$i.tuation ea~dc-when an °elitir~ ~C()~~'. 

o.f meu:tcai ·suppl;;ie.a was :a:Lrli!ted :.from ,Chl.h:t,ai_;~tQ~ Z~~~t.· 

. (b) This operation involved · n~e companies !roe three-,dif!;;;rit;; 

Bn 1 s •. Identi!ication o! gear became. '.very. dif!icuLt. wheri ... wounded 'of·" 
•• • ••• •• • • • • , .. - .. .I • • • • • • - • -- • • • • • · -

· ·di1'.rerent: ··companies and' battalions /arrived ~n '.the sa.oe .: dustoff .' When :these· 

.• men -were _evaluated and; ·q_uicltly evac'iia.ted, : their gear ·was tagge·d- and ·returned 
. . . . . ~ . . - . . ,._. , . . 

by S4 personnel representing the dif'!erent batt~ions~~ 

14 •. (c) SPECIAL J:RUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES . 

a. ' strobe -Lights:'. A' great _g.eal ~r~the· ~~upply . and -~~.tl. ·evacuation . 
. . -· · -· ... . . 

. ~~ -. ... .. 
The . heav_y .. co~ta:ct .dur~i the day~ 

~ intensity _of -the·· enemy :_fire made-,J1~t -resupply imperat!:ve~ rn : ~~is 

regard, the, _~i.allability and ££w'jti£.:§6~&~~_sJ (Light ·~~-r Di~~~~~ :·sn~5/E) 
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were essential. All other means of lighting landing zones proved ineffective 

or very difficult for pilot identification. However, eac;~ ~ompany had:: only' 

one strobe light., and in one .. company ~t ;,,as de$t:royed.:.:When .the-. person carrying-­

. it ;wu }.it)_Wldsd. Resupply and med_ical. evacuation at night was mu.ch IIX>re 

ef.ticient and reliable by the use of strobe lights, when available. 

b. 90mm Recoilless. Rine: This weapon proved to be extremely valuabl.e 
·- · 

when units were required to attack bunkers and built-up parapits. The LAW 

proved ineffective because it did _not have enough _explosive force to destroy 

the bunker. We Eired 73 LAW1.15 a.t: one . . bunker .compl~ trying to :dast·roy-::,a 

ma.chinegun::::..posit.ion:~i."estµ.~ing in little . damage to the bunker_an<i\-..no-;damage 4-:,_­

to ::the :-occupants.~ On •:the 6therJ 1,an9-,_,_a ,.99mm .Recoilless fil.fle '!'las J.ifted ;:_, 
.-. 

into_:;the·: rie1.d:..16cation ·:and one_. -round destr9yed _the .lnmker, -too :machinegun~ . . . 
' , . . ---

and _killed .the .ienem,y --personnel. · ,AJ.. though the --weapon~.is _heavy cand--curabersome 

to~ <;.al'.'.r.1 ,everyday0 ,i.I:t '°'"~he 0.J _iel.d, ~it -can be -:J:i.fted :to ··company ·-l.ocations ~he.rf -
- ·-···-• - :.. : . . ·· . . ·.. . . 

required • . 

c. A.rnx>r: Al though aroor has i ts l imitations as far as maneuverability 

is concerned, the direct firepower provided by its armament proved extrerr.ely 

use !ul.. B-Company sut!erea -:numerous -casu.al:tie::f' in ·an· attempt . to neutra1.ize­

seve_r al. imituall.y supporting machine gun positions., . and they suffered imre 
-.• . 

casualties_ in an attempt to extr~ct their "WOunded. · With the use or. l-farine 

}~dimn Gun Tank5 the next .day, ·the positions were easily overrun with no 

casualties. ~ . ' 

15. ( c) COMHANDER1 s ANALYSIS: 

· A. General: During t he recent actions by the 4-31 Inf, 17-2.9 August. 

1969., there developed many weaknesses, lessons learned and relearned., and solu.t?-,On.: 

to problems that should be analyzed and discussed. The attack on LZ West the 
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. . 

night o! ll-12 Aug~t 15 considered by higher headqu..rtors to be part. o! tho 

overall campaign. He>11ever., at battalion level·, it is viowed as a se~.te ..ction . 

and the?'efore covered by a separate analysis.. (Sae Annex B) 

b. Finding and Fixing tjlo· Enemy: Fortunately, thero were tl«:> _CClmpaoio~ 
. . 

that. were-· not tied dowi.,to a·. particular piece ·of' terrain ·just _prior.' t~:>h~ 
actilm • . These companies .wi,re eperating in widely dispersed .reas.'_ and wero· 

. . .... -.~ . . 

assigned recennais~ance ··missions~ •.· Co D was looking for any signs or the 
. . . . . 

onem;y force that ·conducted tjie ittack on LZ Weat on the night ot U-12 .Augu:,t.; 

Co B had the mission ~r locating._' a · ri:ce cache _reported to be in the f~thills 

northeast of' ·Hiep Due~ ·:·. Regardless or the miasiona, · both unit a were required 
. . - . . ' 

to meve some distanc_o .f'rem their patrol base:,_: . . A,:1ot o.t luck was-,;involved 

in ,encountcring,both major ·enem;y units before ,they- -were.,ready to ~attack.•: c. . . . . . . 

However, it pein~s _out the fact .that when fighting an ·elusive enemy, it is 

a·must to cover as much·or the units assigned area with mobile .forces as 
. . . . 

:_· ·possible, even tho.ugh th·eir speed is op,ly t.~ km· per_'.hour. Another impertant 
. . . . . . . -

lesson is '_!.hat during ' a .n:ieeting engagei:nent with NVA forces. of the friendly 

, !orces are outflanked, · they have ·· encountered a numerically superior enemy 

·,_ :force. . This .. !act should'.: be: 'self ➔vident and was at battalion level, but 

thu :battalion_:-_could not·· react··· immediately as ·there were no additioI1al : forces i 

:· imme~te~y 'available · !or committwmt. 

c.,' Span or Cont11el: Initially~· the method of reinforcing ~his Battalion 

was to at~~ch companies to the Bat talion. At the high point of this battle 
- .. ; _ 

this Headquarters controlled seven II14Ileuver companies in the .field and had 

fo4?" separate and distinct missions. The~re missions were: (1) ... Protect the 
.. -:~.\ .. 

retug~e-village o.f Hiep Due; ,2) Secure the fire base at LZ \-.est and ·1z Siberia.; . 
; . .,·· i ·: .r 
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(.3}" :: F.ngage · and de.feat the· enemy forces -south ·east of LZ -West; · (4)- Engage 

and· ·<1o.foat-. ~c enem;f .forces northea5t. of Hiep Due. -With these IIU.!3sion~ 

ao,t;th&-iriunber ot·udits 'involved.,. __ it )las difficult for the ~attal.ion :.to 
. . . ' . 

concent rate it$ c.t!o~s or to adequately :supervise ,any :of :the 0separatei 

· actions. Higher . fi~ag.quarters · acted ·quickly to bring t..o additional. control. . 

~~uarte:rs: into the ·-picture . and: tho. span o~ control piobl.e~ ~as remedied~ 

·._ Many of the other problem a.roas to be discussed are directly rel.ated to 

span of control difficulties. 

d. Us~ o! Appropriate Foi:ces: As soon as the enemy situation was 

devel.oped noirt.heast or Hiep Due, it became apparent that at least one company 

o.t tanks could be UMd to _advantage. The enemy occupied strongly :fortit'ied 

: positions and was equippe,d .. primarily with machineguns, rifle 5, and M-79 1 s. These, 
.,.,. ,_._..,,..­

. . t . 

: position~ were vulner~le ,only ~o direct. hits from airstrikes or artillery. 
, ; 

: Th~ te:rrain·, al.though--not ·ideally suited for ar.roor operations, . would ha.ve 
. .... . ~-. - - . ' . • • . . !· · .. , . 

~pro~ide d traf!icability 
0

and maneuver room for employment of. tanks. A:::verba1 

:_~qm:st::::tgg ~anks :was .~nied, due :.to the nonavailibility ·of armo·r units in :.:, ; , 

,. : .. e • . Communication5: Prior to this battle,_ t'WO radio nots were in 

.,°.peration for intra-battalion commtmications . Th~se · nets were the Admin/Log 

. net and the Battalion _Command •. · No problems were experienced in the operation 

o.r the Admin/Log net. However~ the -Battalion -Command net pecame -so overcro~ed 

that ·at..~t:im,:, it -:was virtually useless. !!'he .net was barely capable .or 

. accoxoodating· the · normal ·situations: at the pe~ of_ ~-~-t~vity. ·cc Superimposed on 

ta.is net · were the FAC's, gunships, visitors, and other units operating .in 

conjunction with this tmit ~ :cc.The _ problem was . alleviated to some degree by 

having· the FAC and gtmship5 swa;o company internal nets --•~ for control. 



38 

It seemed as if everything happened at one time requiring tran5lllissio~ 

tbio on the net. During periods of heavy contact, the unita were . passing in­

!'ormation . and -requesting assistance~ the F AC I s and gun~ips would check 
. - ::.· "\ ·· 

.:in to · assist, and adjac_ent units wuld call and. reques~ information. Air 

warning -~ta -liaa _deseminated ov~r_t,he : net for. each fire I!U.3sion 
• - • • • .J, • • • • - • • - :~ - • . · · ' ~. • ·,. 

·as· it '1ias initiated ' ~ ~then separate~y to each :aircraft ~iit~ring ·the area. 

or operations~ -- At · timei, there were as-- many c;1S five concurrent -fir~ :mi~;iorus 
. ' . ... .. . . -

.,. 
_from three separate ~ca\ioris -in progress. ·'· Co~sideration ahoulci.b~-, gi,,:~ : 

~ ··establ:ishi.ng -a aepar~te :net for ·the control ·or a..4-cratt and deaeminato _ 

air 'hazards in tut uro operations -of this magni~ude. 
. .. . J • 

f_. Logistic5: · The greatest potential. problem in this entire operation 

'!'as logi~tical. support. When: ·the supply operations ~or· the period 17 Augu~t 

to 3_ Sept~er ~e ~yzed thi:3 ·•faieadily apparent. : ·I realized -that · any 
. • - . . . • . -· : . · . · . -- · - t • 

interruption in the now· oi\_ supplies w0uld render this unit_ ineffective --
. . . 

_in a mattor of hours. Ho~vee, br.igadc, and dirl.sion immediateli e"s.tal:>lishe'&:; 

priority .or. supply. and :transp:>rtation tQ_ thd.; mi-1.t. The ·weather was good_ 

throughout _the period and did not hamper helicopter operations. ' The t-wo 

preceeding circunatance:, icomb°ihed with · a dodicati,d logistical team cf.fort -

insured a continou:, no~.;,';or _ _supplie :,~ . 

g~-- Visit~rs: Visitors· a.re always wela:> me to the" 4th Bn, 31st In! and 

'.LZ- West •. ·:- However, tho Yoiume :and .frequency .of" .v._isits to· this unit by VIP ' 

from ~d ·outsilie the division,' plus -the mil!Lerous -members,:,o.f the press caused 
.... . 

an tmduo hardsh~p on thi:3 battalio~. , -_ There was ·an average o! fivo VIP visitors 

daily, each of which required about JO minute5 ·briefing a.ni discussion with · 
~. . . -· 

the Battalioll Co!Dllander_._or the S-3. Members of the press 'also were given a 

- briefing and questions were ans'we time permitted. Dur:mg one day, six 
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reporter5 visited the battil.ion. In future operations of this importance 

and scop,, a small team from brigade should take over the briefing and 

welcoming responsibilities of the committed battalion. Not only would 

this free the Comna.nder and S-:3 to perform their primary duties but w:,uld 

facilitate the passing of information and reports to higher hoadquarter5. 

16. (c) RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a. In order to provide effective and consi3tent lighting for resupply 

and medical evacuation at night from field locations, s.trobe lights ~oul.'d.,, 

be 1ssue4 .to :field units .on :~basis ·or. one per .:squad. 

b. Upon mald.ng contact _with a bunkered enemy, consideration should bo 

given to the ~diate insertion of 90m.'Il Recoilless Rifles. When a unit is 

situated in a fixed position for a number of days, the 90mm Recoilles:, 

Rifie should al.so be util_ized in its anti-personnel -role with the Bee-hive 

round. 

c. Small units., battalion and lower, should saturate ar.eas •:ip-~ 

platoon, squad, and fire team size missi ons when seeking out the enell1Jl. 

In conjunction with these saturation missions, a reaction force should be 

available, eithor at Battalion or higher level, · to immediately reinforce 

(within t'WO hours) one of these small units that makes contact. 

d. Care must be taken in not taxing the battalion I s span of control. 
, 

·by the insertion of nwnerous additional Dlaneuver units. Too many maneuver 

units under one headquarters is as inefficient as denuding a headquarters 

of all its units. 

'-" ~ .: 
: .;.!!/. \ 2._ . 
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o. A tank toam or larger tank task unit should be availablo to each 

brigade headquarter:, for use, when feasible, within the brigade TAOR. This 

team sceuld bo held at a. centralized location and usod in conjunction with 

infantry as the need arose and· terrain permitted. 

! • Cewm.mications nets should be broadened to include a co~n net for 

dissemination of such information as air warning data• information to 

incoming visitQrs, and coordinating information to and from adjacent units. 

Command nets should not be entered by personnel or elements outside tM 

normal. chain of corrmand. 

g. -A liaison team !rom Brigade S2/S3 section should have been set up 

at LZ \.est in order to free the battalion to. maneuver its units rathe·r th.n 

psend half it time briefing visitors, · sending reports, and conducting 

liaison with the nuxnerous _adjacent and supporting units. This liaison team 

should have separate communications nets and be located within the Bn 

tactical operations center. In this way, reiorts would ·have been rrore 

comple-&e, accurate, and timely. PIO l«>uld have been ioore effective and the 

maneuver battalion weul4 be tree o! outside administrative burdens in order 

to concentrate on ~ighting the battle. 

h. Tr~i,ng should be cenducted at all levels in order to instill. tho 

importance of security or equipment. Sensitivi,-~it~~;.;-;:'Jtffr ja'i/~fadios,'"'securo --·~ 

equipnent:,..~anct: ~.!.J~xtracts. shoul.d.. not- be · abandoned , in ;.n area or contact i!' 

at all possible~~-,.:.-:·m ··1fem~--tnat-must b~ ab.ndoned in order te save lives 

should btt -destroyed in--place.~~This,,- can,-be-. done ;:~·asily,-~,evcn .:rrom .a p._istanc~,-= 

by shooting tho equipment and/or calling .. artillery .firo Jnis sionci:.on ~top ,o:t:~,it.·: 
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this..!act. must~diatel;y ba .. .t,~pt~d,..;thrctugh..~tha._chain .:r-.... c.om::nand • .:x.\-lhen4 

roperted,~=stsps~~;.Ji.._~ __ .b7_highar _headquarters t. negate . the 

:intenna tiR.: pessihl.,.y ~attained __ by :.the ::enei,y. ~ A:JJompany :FO :-with .this: "r.~ 

battal.iea le:,t ,Jill _ SOI ~c:arriod · by-:_ a-·JJS _XIA, -·_and it .te•k 1;1in• days fer a. ~~w. 
SJI te bs ·issuad, .-:even .theugh _it :.:was .Jm.-wn . that :the _e~ wa:, menit.ring 

•\lrkJ.radi.a•~ncts.-:.threugn.~he :;.use ;-•t :=last ·a:01."".',, · 
~✓-: .. 

4 ~~':"A system sheul.d be devised with all supp.rting units s• that high 

perl•rmanca air, ~ air, and artillery ceuld be used cencurrenUy. At 

the present t:iJM, any ()r the a!'erementi•ned supi:i-rt cancels eut each ether 

wall emple;red. Air aup~rt; requires a check tire on· all artillery, n•t enly 

the area. they are werking, but m wide -adjacent areas alse. S.me type_ 

e! c•rridera ceuld ea.5:1J.y be established and many times, arriry air c•uld 

e-s:i.ly ,.,.rk underneath artillery being tired at di!!e~nt lecatiens. 

C.erdina.ilin need3 t• bo ·in erder t~ establish a mutual cenfidence in this 

type•~ cenoun-ent supperting !iros. 

j-.,. ·Training in the small .unit tactics et fire and maneuver, and !ira and 
7 

IMYmMJ1t needs te be strsssed. Even thaugh this battalien has c•naistently 

stressed .th•ae basics, it wa3 learned !rem this act1',n, that units c~t 

be eTer--trained; and net until t.lie basics beceme aut.matic reactien, d• units 

ewiin begin te be pre!iciont. Indirldual. se1diers seem te believe that this 

war is dra!stieally dit.t'ennt !nm past cenfiicts. This is true in seme 

technical. aspocts, but the small unit tactics have net changed in the slight•st. 
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battalion., it is recoimnendcd that all available fire :suppGrt be used 

initi.lly rat~r than trying to evercome the eneley' by ground attacks. 

Units:~shoul.d ,a;-e.ven~be-~·pulled·back -rar . ..,:enoUgh :to tacilitito a · B:-52 '"'strike.,. 

it ,availabl;,:: -This--weula drasticaIIy--cut ·do\oin -~on .f r iendly ·:casu.l tios:,_­

md·::in.fiict . a- dovasting blow upon.-the enenzy-., '.,especially . since exact . enom;r 

locations were .kno1«1; and he showed no indication ·-to -·nee the ·area of -

centa.ct. 

CE6lL M. HENBJ 
-LTC . . INFANTRY 

Commanding 

AMNEIS: A.- Operation:, Overlays and Map ( W ,+"n cl V-.Zfl--vi./'Y" J ~ 
B- Comat _ After Action Rep8rt dated 12 October 1969 
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