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on, tha- I.y T..n corpound, and. Cembined Letion Plotoon Locatisn. 4
b +1ot T 14t Aebillory (105m) (DS) irpvided illwsination, cowntos
1izro! ng,\rh #;l.rgn £q M‘g‘.n. 3 md. t;_:.’;o;':'t;p enany’; cnd to_-blopl;‘w _

thordial,s

N,
DRy

|

T N
v Dowvmraded ¢t 3 yoox J'.ntc'swo.ls;—{
Doclannifiod aftoxr 12 yeexa. ™

.

o




RSB —— .
35' 'lv'-‘l-‘.t;f"{‘t 2 ¢l‘f.'2 Jmu...rv 1968 tho Viet Oonz lowchod an attaok on the
54 !’l.'ha Military Diotriot Ihaﬂqmrﬁm.n j coopdinatod BT 4790764 000 | ey seievstl
.5 quentl;-ﬂ attaoked:the Fifth Combined .acticn Plotoon, K Compony, Usil,
b 1ocafedrbt»000rd;lnoteu DT 4091264 The énomy wes wnsuccessful in both
_:*'cattén]m "“»ZBotb,:Ly Tin end CiP K5 tmre defonded by Popular Forces ond
£ sAmorigen: imvieory toaage The Ly Tin cormound hed additional suport from
E:“"‘ ‘%w qu& parsonnel oaiiiers with crews from Troop Hy 17th Cﬂv, 160th LI3.
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Piis T;hp;.ﬁc's yora positioned witiin the Ly Tin conpound prior to tho attack,
L0, ) 498tk LIB provided direct support ortillox oy ond mortar fires, mm ships
_' :‘ﬂnd. fltzoahi.ns to reinforce C.p X 5, and ths Ly Tin District Headcuorters,

(13 Tha weathor conditions dwring the period 1 to 2 J.onuary tere

W gcnerally cToudy skiecs with light ovorcast, no rain, hizi lmmicitr, ond
&;‘;z:aven tdmgera:l:ures avereging 55 dogroes as o nindmum. The illwain~tion
:2--Tate, was ‘0 pox cont on the noming of 2 Janmwrxy.

?aé'«i

j:(’z) ‘Bffocts on enemy operationss Teriods of roduced visibility
evo:l'eé‘;, qmdeteoted novement by onory wnits.

,{' S l )‘ 'Effects upon Friendly Opereations: Periods & refuced visibility
gfﬁtfroa‘briatad. tho nisht tino cumleyment of sumshins and effective use of
§as _§,a.§tiller',r,,+lzf_l.3;;njnc.‘hion.

(o 'b. “Perroint The terrain in thr sroa of operetionn varied gonerclly

: ,-“.frmn low.hilla to lexge exoas of flat rice poddy marsh lond. The Ly Tin
mDistriot: Hoadquartorn is flonkod on the north ad east by -ice fislis, on tho
‘-_aouth by-a gend plein ond on the west by & hamlets Population centers ure
e w9 Ly : ‘soattored throughout tho ~rea wnd coinecide generally with thoe

¢ -..mohzition*o,f. xiece paddy 1'md, and zloni Highwoy One. The avea is coastel,
""f' “bounded -on’ the cast by tho .n ‘I"m .ur.rc.;. ane on the noxth oy the ‘hn Vrn Bivor.

"QD‘,"' DO l

A (1) Durinu the month of December 1957, Mw¥drous intellironce
; E ra?dr‘ba pravided by fiold agontu, indicated tlla.t the Viat Conz: would increase

2 ;‘: s thedr e,c'l;:l.'ﬂ.ties vithin tho Cim Ied arca. Theso reports indicoted that the
:-._%‘,s* #Viot.Cong’ lwould attack Binh Son, Ly Tin and Ton Ky cither in Deocember 1967
(55507 Jamiaky: 1560,

o "‘,(2) Tho enemy's atiack on Ly Tin ohows ovidence of detailed lemning
) %_avmﬂ. p"'r'l:inlly offoctive execution. in anclysis of their ntitack indicates that
,.‘i ‘tho emw s missions wore to:

(a.) Attack end destroy tho Ly Tin District Hoedquaszters.

TS ., (b) Aubush any U.3. Porces that were deployed to zosist the
'*%&1,%me corgpoyml

“(6) Hortor tho Fifth Combined .ction Platoon and exploit the
'éituat:[on Idth & ground atiocs if 1t oy oared o bo 1iblo.

7. —’ Tée

(d) Mortar thy 3-13th .rtillesy to do: tho crtillery or
n 1 e - - o .. 1
nt%;??o eticrr fren f:....a.n.., in sunpoxrt Ly Tin & L%,
; ) The encm;r 0w the disnosition ol rangr 1litien of Lix
,“31‘13&0 8 orgenic end oinforcin:, ortillerr wits, =~ med their atieock for L;r
- Tin accordinglr. Thoe dis»ouit 4011 of thy batborisy of s 195th LI3 a1 such thn

‘it aeared that 1-14th ‘otillery counld not five in sux ort of th. district head-
artorss ¢ Tho ononyr ~lao : -on tizod thot the 3=-15 ...t:.l"c:"ﬂ locztion v nuch
r-" thot it .opuld firo L su ot of Iy Tine Co: uoc-ucnt".‘r, 5*10 Ny .J...mo,.x‘g,m
- 0ztax attw on thu !mm.m',.;"'wrn olonont of tho 3=15 . .2Uilleis whiln nticcling
Lv Tin.amd C.2 K 5., Howovax, thoe fizdng “ottory <mn not co-loc Hod vith tha

"'.' hoand: uarto::s; »hm:cforo ths mortex atioek did pos dostroy th: wwrdtzous.
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o Prior to tho attoek, no noticeable inoroase of enecnty units “vhs“benorid
ed within the northorn -ortion of the 1981:11 LI3 TAOR. There are strong in-

Aattions that tho cnony wsed tho Ten Van ané An Pan riyors as coprocches to the arca.
1A cnonta of; one*vc corpony, locoted wast of I.oway One, noved by land to participate
"1n thd‘a.‘btacl:"’ “Tyo VO corrantos onbexod. tiho Ly Tin .xoe by vatorwoys. Throe compon-
ﬁ‘Omgioyed in the ettock:s olomonts of two commenios mortarcd mnd attacked ftho
ey ownd cnd tho othor compeny wes amployed in two blooldng or enbush vositinns.
otabliahod a bloolins /ambuuh position nowth of tho .n Wan bridge, and anoth-
Smon:hilli69-and-tho Ly Tin'compound, . Tho cnony s oropered to ambush any -
6haaa sthat ‘doployod to roinforco Ly Tin, Tho attacldn: forco was cstimatod ot
mend.of basod on tho mumber of cnomy oo ons capturcd and the numbor of casual-
A K body"_'comlt. IL ig ostimated thot' tho oneny employod ono corpany, T2nd tizin
Porco.Battalion, end ‘dompany sizo oloments of the 409th Sapper Dattalion. There i
3%31:1139.1:0, by sizo o unit identific tion, of tho olement that atbacked CLP K 5.

-

'i'f:jg_a@hifi._xp-’}uasionsn: ' i ‘ Ee

b. Bo -aropurod to mlimm ox ro:Lnforoe CiP toams as required.
28, , a9 8

‘P " Ensure’ Hignray One is available and wsabdblo for tactical and logisticel
'l,mavomnpt‘u:f.tm tho Brigndo TAG. i _

i ’;-’s'rq v l-'

li‘ f/minfo;ocncnt of tho Ly Tin Digtrict Hoadqiturtors end C.P teams located
: vﬁ.‘:bj.n t}ici Brigedo TAOR i accomlished by omploying ell availeble fire supnort,

: *tgtmshims and" troops if woquirod, at the point of contact., Iy Tin cnd C.2 I 5 woro
.,‘E'mnorbod with-diroot supmort extillery rnd nortar fires, gunohics r-nﬂ flzreshiza.
WSagod.-on tho-dntcllizence of & probablo Viet Cong atiack on Ly Tin, 2 .FC'o wero
',_aiumcd* at Ly Tin to cssict tho PF in dofending tho aistrict Boodque. rtors. 1-45th
nfantry doployod roliof clements consisting of throe cormanien to tho immodinto
vioinity of both pointa of contoct with tho nission of desiroying the on erxy dwring his
ttabk’or tdthdrawel from the ervoc. 1-14 ~xrtilloxry cooisted in bloeling zovteu B0

ws.tmrmml*by aup'l oying TOT end IXI firveo.

..,_,.g .V i
moqutiom
e B~ 'Prior to tho cnom"a attacl: on 2 Jemunry 1963, tho 190th IIB hod indications
het tho Tio® Conz wounld incrcase their offengive cctivities in hope of -:;.r.i_nins',- 4
o soigive viotory bofore the Vietnenese New Ye-x. Preocavtionary neasures md. irmrove-
hrmcn‘t ‘of - dofonﬂivo positions were implenontod b,r all ndlitary forces in the avea. The
5 ‘_Brignﬂ.b providod ‘I:ockmicgl and matorial awuy owt to wogional wnits and assistel then
5 i.m;p Az thoir dofonsos. Tho Drigndo! a Bn;incoxr ocorpeny cosistoed Ly Tin by budld-
42011!: 'b‘lm]:a"s, ond tho Chordcal Seetion, 190th IIB, inotalled 20, Irriatent .gont
Us)fdiaﬁémors, ‘at the District Headquortorz. WArmored porionnel carricrs wore de-
fi loyod ot oritiocal locetions along Idghway Ons, ond the Beigrde's wiver force incroas-
it wator patrolling activitios. Tho advisowy toam, the Bmigede intelligence
oL ion offioo;., ond tho axtillery laison toon, locatol ot Ly Tin, kept tho Dipde
';in.fo"mod of onomy aotivitios in 'bho arcae. Tho i i{;‘w.o clao incxoased itas patroling and
:mi(,h'b rnbush activitios.

b, Tho indtisl attook.

| (1) .t ap-roxinately 020204 J‘nmr:cy 1968, the Viet Cong lowached 2 moutix ..
- fh ;a.‘l:tcnl:‘ on tio Ly Tin Distriot Hoodquartors end shortly aftorwerd they nortared md
.:;;.,_:;omloynd omall armo craingt Fifth Combined lLction Platoon. It wos catincted that e
{_" . onomy nortars wero locntod north of the Ly Tin he~dquaxters in tha vieinity of Iy :
'f»_,;xw_n‘;_:li_n_:lr_gndh% Tho .,.neric:m cdvigory toan and tho 198th awmentation : ersonnol, cxce:t
o onethdndm t'dquoffiner end -tho rodic tolenhono oporator, wore uloaring in thod.
q AR PR e At ot Do, Ther Lnedtiototy-eoprrtad thiols quedrtoryr ond ~
. wend to t‘moi:. £isvting nositions. lajor Nowrae, the sonioxr subicctor .:'.(‘.'n.cor, ond
‘..""BSG Horoford, T.“:o 19"1:;1 artillory I4iC, wont wo tho cormend bhuntiers i linjox Towwse

g woa -Anforming tho  1-40th Infontry 900 of tlc cuoy aor: fl“"‘.;, 335G Horeford ww To-
o q\matinc' extillory ond mort.r illuminction Jeu tho Ly Ma coir omd. Homnvhlle, tho
opulnr. Forcoo (PF) o bl boon pleondir; in the mlens, were prenasing for tho
onory” wwownd attocls Tho APY cxowm aluo :"a-_u:cccl %o cefond o \;unm Tiw comn, srowmnd
“attaole Tho-roquoat for Lllwainstion fires wves honorod by dottery B, 1-14%h Jrtile -
~loxy: mmd tho ovgonic 01mm nowtcre of 1-45th Infentry. Tho 1=45 Infontzy TOC notificd t
ctho Brigede TOC of 4hw dovoloping situation, clostod dt's wndto and bogen : wennwations
; ‘l:o roinforco tho Dlotrict Eomlqumt::rs.
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(2) Ths'“\fia‘brict Chicf, Coptcin Duoc, vho wia 1'30 in thy comownd, inforned
ﬁajbr ch.rso ‘¢hd’' 836G Howeford of the dircotion from which the enemy wes appioaching e
;’Ehc compotmﬂ;' 8SG Horcfoxd, ot the dircction of HMajor Nowrse, wequested that 1-46th
5'5me;ﬁn1%i\qm -blocking fires, ond. onontinue illuninction of the copownd awea.
= 25Tho artiLofy N0  Hbotion emnloyed the 1-4Gth Infantry organic 81rm mortors for
’!f«.ébho BE\'ﬁi"a"*miaaion engaging o suspoctod onoryr mortor position in the viecinity of
3.:% 'oordinn'bos JE 480083, Tho advisox ot Ly Tin ”'cquns'l:od. gunghip suppout fron thoe
¥ a1=46th Infen ftry. Tho 1=-46th Infontry notifiod tho 198th Drigade TOC of th roquest
- 'ia:hd thov'.Brimd.o scramb'l.crl a team cousisting of two gmueldns and one flareshin.

A "l‘"'ﬁ;,‘

-.,,ff' ~s (3)3»])114.111* the time (approxinotely 0223 houss) that the Ly Tin cormound wes
E*;ff%'beiﬁ" stprorted by artillery and moutor Firon, % el detn hisiaitons o the

;‘h CilP*K 5.} ikt the same time, the encry initiated a mortar ctiack on the 3-16th artil-
;}‘f‘lo Y Hoa.dqurterﬂ to dostroy their woarons and/ox ‘o »rovent them from firin:; in

i gupnort of CAP K 5 and Ly Tine. Tho C.P toem notified. tho 1-45th Inf mtry TOC of theix
‘,' d ovclo'ain'r situntion, and ‘oqv.os‘tcc. illunination. The requested firea were inmedint-
The 198th Drigede's gunships end flareshin were envoute to Ly Tin, and
divortod by the 1-46th Infontry to 'Lh.. C.2 location.

o (4) Tho holicoptor team wos divortod fron Ly Tin to CL: X 5 based on the Mn
/. Cormandor's, 1-46th Infoniry, cvoluation of tihe situation at cuch of the locations,
Both Ly Tin ond C.P I 5 wos beins; atiacked but C.P K 5 woa o less hewvily defended
-outnosts C.P K 5 was weceiving heavy small crng ond auntonatic wreapons fime; the
sonony had decereased his mortex fivo on Ly Tin and wis emmloying omall nimg, JDG=2
3&1& 5Tmra rocoilless rifle fire in lhis attze)r on Ly Tin, Imediate indic tions
wcre ~that thoveneny geownd activitics at C.2 K 5 wexre greater then thet at Ly Tin.
‘j illory end mortar fires uses in sumiort of iy Tin woro intensificd ond the ,
‘enormy's snall arms tomporarily decieased. .nother tean of gwmshins was roqucstod
f:..om' Brigsﬂo' to i‘ur'thnr roinforcoe L" Tine Jftexr the hcliCO‘)tcl‘“ "t C'“ L5 had

p‘_ q-'.---

& Gratmd sttacks

P g (1) Tho enemy succcodod in entering the outew verinenter »nrior to or during
,;‘,“ r mortcr attack. The cnony ticd beel: th: three oute:. xows of barbred ire
;E"»end cravled through using o strand of como vire to -wide thome that followed the
‘locod persomiol. After pettin; throuszh the thind wow of wire, the ecnemy spicad out
‘on lino, and utilizing bc..n'ﬂ.lo,.o toimedo's blew the lant row of concertin, wirc.
’f“"" 'Tho APCls:immodiatoly '*nc:.v‘uu the enony. Tivoe of the encry, o Tocket lawacher
..;n crow,, word:observoed "oin., into Tiw »wone jouliiion a"\pro::i:ntc'l ¥ T5 netersy to tie

and killod then ot the bunlier lino. .nother ciew nembor of Toack 12, SPp/ 4 -dinolf,
anmzchino gunner, engased anothexr V€ who wny noving along the bun'ier line for con-

Z'oobdnont 4n’ order to dostroy ‘L.xc tecke The trcels cormender then decided te cmrloy
a,ti:‘hna:vior wolune of fire fron his machinesuns along the arca in fi-nt of the bunkers

1§

S ABtho «goutheantern aroc of tho cour ounL, was aloo employing o heavy volume of fixoe to

'%‘tno castiand gouth of thé corromd. The encray's ati-ck %o destroy the commound

_ iﬁjﬂ;s nmr‘a.‘!: its height.

o> AR R T S

T (2) Durin': this nerdod of intense fighting, artiller ond mont rs were

"’-_'tmployodqto prévide continous illuminotion en’ dircect supyrort I fires avownd the

igorb:nontdr of the comound. 88G iercfod called for tho fives and M- Jor Novxoe

ﬁéﬂjunted"‘&hom%o v thin 50 meters of the bwliers, SCGT Pagcuo, a nenber of tho

i s advidory: toam, and SP4 Ziten were also firis o 60mm I3 and i)lunminction wounds fron

{g 1u:l.th.m 4ho . comound. .lthough the ~ree was illwminated, the cnoivr continued his

8 " attack, Tho .AIC located in +he northwent ccinmer of 4ho coir;ound was hit twice by

; ‘uh ‘HTnm recoillecs 2iflo. The firot rouwmnd hit the front of t'w IC on 'L'hc w - er

S ildlt corex, riaking 2 hole ooy roxinctel:s i itchen 1o disnetor wmnd ,.,nd* o5 ol et
' tolq‘tho Lonrine cow;u.inon.u. « ploce ¢f ghraprniel wntorod. tho t».o:n (o4 g it 1

o ---J‘m‘x&t mdtetriclk SP4 Gilloo in tho lowor paxt of ths loft log, shatteozin: tho benc.

ﬁ 7 8mellrparticles of . alwepnol stiuck SP4 Haxris in the right 13'- fion iz lmee to

4

-

h hiﬂ anllos : The trac: corrndor roceived se n"-mc;. womnés in o -"f"u nee md wioht
i‘:j foot. . To'provont tho onoivr fron diss wling: th: 20 ond cirew, 83 ods told tio
"'R“’ drivor, SP4 Hochwartor to mov: the .JC to o - osivi.m betwoon a l-xse brdliing and the

Joadet bunkorlino, . ddatince of oroneiintolr 25 notors. Iren this *oltion thoy

iy

s-f# oounld otill doliv:r accurato firos ~n ho onery” in tho msoxe ~svae Tae o0 hed
. travo]od half tho disteance vhon tivy socond 57im ocoilluss rowmd oiruc!: 410 front
c .,; ‘contoxr of tho troci:.

'lh SIC TR 7 & RN T T S m'n'-h "
(]

H Ay

@ L+ Tight of . tho 2C. Tho .PC cngosed the three nzrgonnol with tho 50 caliber mnchine vn o

randrboyond .for a distonce of two to three Inmdred noters. The other .2C, located in th

——r p—
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zﬁ ; The initiosd ottock wea

x}m‘tcl?.’ 0420 tho cnoiy” 8. audote

10 Mqdgvees woro callod ant %oy ovecuatod
Fu

ropelled,

tho voundod.

N 5) Shortly oftar 020 tho pooond mhase of tho :6!\.'38:‘.11.117 hogan, P
f;,-.-_.‘-'rdq_tﬁgr tho oneny Geod and tholz worponds
‘;r,.‘._i""o:ri'.}li,;:-f'::ookot ond rocoillosn riflo fixoc.
S"4istriot ohiof but ho wo not in the roon yion tho 5Tmn ounds hit.

Tvo wowmdn struclk thoe roon

i

fortifiod Wmlkors, ges disporsors, rows of wire ond
. %10 two .PC's onablod tho dofendoerd of Ly Tin %o destroy the enciy’.

"' pupporting Iioo inéroosed. tho' onory's
? -;__tts nonontun.
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ad fronm aphroxinctely 0530 howrs wntil
Durins that neriod {1lwaination continued,

erhae to

Tho cormound received numercw3 sm~ll

of tho
The VC

t
"i‘f;"{.pcruii{‘bod vhsh tholx atiuok wmiil 0545 hown whwn contact wes f£inelly broken.
i A

1 :.:'.:l..fl_u-., L 208

§iaA3e omarkss ‘

Al !

“F. . Tho cnemy wos defoated at Ly Pin because of sound tactic:l plamun’e The

tho roinforcomont provided by

~courate

cadurliion ond caused the chhaclz to locue
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