
. I VN ~LL 

"1 198th Inf Bde 

· . .,\ . u N c~ 0 ··" DECLASSIFIED 
- \ i Wasco Rapids 

f C .1 

. _______ .,- -~ 
U.S. AIIMY Mii.:fTARY HISTORY JNSTITUTE 

DEPAR'INENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters, 198th Infantry Brigade, 23d Infantry Division 

APO San Francisco 9637 4 

AVDF-BCC 21 April 1971 

~:UBJECT: COiilbat Operations After A.ctfon Report (U) 

REGRADi:O UNCLASSIFIED BY Commrrnding General 
23d Infrn.try Division 
ATTN: A VDF...G C 
A.PO San Francisco 96'f74 

AUTlill!lQYOF DOD DIR. 5200. 1 R ,,­
~ /(A/kt'n7 , oNAm7 7s. 

1. ('C-) NAME AND Ttp_]; __ Ql OPERAT!Ol:<_: WASCO rulf'IDS· {:U) .. Search and clear vic­
inity Song Ve River Valley, Republic or'vietrJJ.3Jl1. 

2. ( U) DAJ'-~- OF. OP ERAT~ OF : 130 6oo - 'Z'l 2ii0b Yiarcli 1971 • 

3. (C) LOCl.TIOh: Sori-g Ve River vici..11.ity BS6153 {See Inclosure 1). 

4. (U) .Q.():T}:_(.01 HEiµ);JU1J1TEr(§: 198th . Infantry B:tigade, 23d Infantry Division and 
11-th !...RW Regiment, 2d ARVN" Division,,. 

5. (U) RBFOrtT:tN{} OFFICERS: 

a. Colimel William R. Rich&rdson, Commanding Officer, 198th Infantry Brig&de,, 
( 13-·13 March). 

b. Co1·6nel Charles R. &iith, Commanding Officer, 198th Infantry Briga.d&, 
(19-77 Harch) • 

c. Lieutenant Colonel John B. Luke, Camm2.nding Officer, 3d Battalion, 1st 
Inf2.n.try,- 198th Infantry Brigade. 

d. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas w. Brogan, C~anding Officer, 1st Battalion, 
20th :Iti.ff:\.l"l tr? , 19 3th Inf en try B_r igade. 

e. Lieutenant Colonel Vernon B. Sones, Com .. manding Officer, 4th &~ttalion, 
21st L'Jfd,,.,.try, 198th Infantry Brigade. 

f. Colonel Khieu, Cdmma1iding Officer, 4th~ARVN Regiment_. 

6. {U) TASK OitG;JHZ,~TION: 

H. Hec,dquat-ters, -198th Infantry' Brigade. 

b. Headqur.-r t ers, 3d Bi.;tto.lion, 1st Infantry. Dowr.:F; . .,.?. r;~f{ 2~.t ~5 sear· I:nte;rv'.i!~l~i t" 
, . , --- -, _; "" DocJ.3..G3i:fJ..,,z:l i,L .. ~.~1:r J.\. J/& ~/f::~ i~ 

c. ~~Y.i:Jlq;\-}.~ci:,ers, 1 s-c Br,ttalion, 20th ~.µfankyi . 
• . ~.,.•••• , • .. . • . I ,I . ' ' 

~-,_ ', 
, ~rl'I,_ &C~lflED 

: ... .. J-~.;.~ ---

PROPERTY Of U~ AKNlli~ 



- I 

a. He!:l-dquar·t,ers, 4th fo.ttalion, 21st Infontry. 

a. A Battery, 1st ·Batt.:.lion, 14th Artillery (GS) with two 105mm howitzers 
.loca ted at FSB Snoopy. 

b. B Battery, 6th B2.ttalion, 11th .Artillery (DS) with two 105mm howitzers 
loc1:cted cit FSB Liz. 

c 0 D Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery (DS) with two 105mm howitzers 
locc,ted at Ninh Long. 

d. A B&ttery, 3d1 Bcttalion, 16th li.rtillery (GS) with two 155:rriJn howitzers 
loco.tea at FSB Snoopy. 

e. C Battery, _3d B2ctt8.lion, 18th Artillery (GS) with two 8 inch howitzers 
1 ocL ted at Hinh Long • 

f. fupporting J.rtillery fired a totu.l of 3432 rounds resulting in one ( 1) 
VG KI.A ec:nd- two ( 2) bu__YJ.kers destroyed. The break down of mission/rounds fired 
are f '.S follows; 

( 1) Conta ct: 
, I \ 

105mm. (. 2i 82J • 

( 2) Known enemy loco.tions: 105mm (2/34), 155nn:n (3/8o). 

(3) Freparo.tion: 105:rmn (10/826), 155mm (1/114). 

(4) Suss1ected enexily loco.tions: 105mm (53/86o), 155mm ( 15/ l,59). 

(5) IOS: 105mm (1/18), 155mm (1/16). 

(6) Scheduled fires: 943 rounds. 

g. Forward !~ir Controllers (FAG), a:lth Tactical Air ti.1pport Squadron, flew 
15 missions during the opere. tion. Air support was requested only one d~\T 2.nd 
that ws. s the fir st dc'.Y of the operation . The ordnance dropped w:.· s 12-500 pound 
bombs r-.nd L~-750 pound nc.palm. Bomb d2.TI1age assessment indicated there were t-i..i-o 
• 51 cc::liber positioEs and 12 bv.nkers destroyed. 

h. The 16th GAG providGc1 .Army i;.vfation support. . There were a total of 39 
missions flovm du.r:ing the oper2. tion. 

8. ( C) IhTELLIGEl\ OE. 

2. . We:::. ther v.nd Terre.i.l'l: 

( 1) Wenther: The weather during· q:ieration WASCO RAPIDS was variable with 
occcsion[;l rain ar1d low ceilings early in the mornings . Ea.rly morning clouds 
usu,:lly broke up b-y mid-morn ing to be come scc.ttered to broken by 8.fternoon. 
Horning fog in the low ground c,nd ne2.r the Song Ve restricted visibility sub-
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stantictlly in t.1-ie e o.rly mornfog with 0700 hours being the war-s t time . The me.in 
for c9 of the r.0r·::.h0':l.st- mon~oon had dissipc..ted and consequentJ.y the general flow 
p0..t·::,e:;:-n. o,rcr the 1.0 ,,res we,2..i£ ;;,; .. nd W'.rio.blec The met'.n relcti w: humidity remained 
nt noou.t 80%. W0€..ther did not .significant ly :influence operetions . 

(2) Terrain : Terr::,.in within the i .O wo.s gcnerdlly characterized by ru gged 
mourita i n s with slope s of 20-70% with a mixed vegetation pattern consisting of 
mul ":.i--c=..".lop icd dense u...ridergrowth forests and brushwood . The Song Ve fl ews in a 
nor ih-south dire ction the length of the AO thr011-gh t.rie Song Ve vv..lley . The level 
of ·che Song Ve w.1 s low but na vigable to shal low draft craft. The Song Ve v::-...J.ley 
wo.s 0 .ba,it two k ilometers wi de e nd wc.s found to be r elatively flat with scattered 
gr oupings of trees. Low gr c\ss covered the entire vc:.11ey floor with mount a inous 
t err fai.YJ. rising abruptly on both sides of t.h.e ·vall ey . Except i n sc,?..ttered cle:i.r­
iri..gs mi.d alo.1:1g s t r eam beds, concealment f rom all t ype s of observ::tion wa s good. 
Cover 0..ffordcd by i;rt;es w0. s f e.ir 2.nd where cou pled with t erra in irregularities 
w2.s considered good t o axcellen t. The piedmont 2,r e 2. in the· northern portion of 
the .AO north of the Song Ve wns ch9.r 2.cterized by oleph::.:mt ·grass cover e d hills 
wher e aerial r.nd gr o1J...1"ld obserw.,tion 2.nd f ields of fire wore fair to good. 

b . Enemy: 

(:) Bn s ed on agent r eports, Li?D missions e.nd past operc.tions in the W.t.SCO 
PJJ?IDS I.0, tho 70th. and 80th NVL R'.ltt,,1 i ons of the 21st NVl~ Reg :i1nent and the 
38th Loca l F'orce Bc.ttalion 2.r e known to use t h is 2.rea o.s a b'J. se 2.rea f or attacks 
on the coc.s t o..l pl e. i n . Conte.ct with territorial forces on 24 J.pril confirmed 
the _::-,roson c0 of elemont s :from 21st NVA Reg iment. These battc.."1.l ions a r e held with 
strength of 120 , 125, a..11.d 1t0 re spectively . The enemy possesse s the capability 
of o.ofonding from well fortif i ed positions and r emain hidden in well cn.mouflaged 
ce. VE: s :::.nd tunnels . 

( 2) Enemy units were not loca t ed during Opere.tion W.i~ SCO Ri:..FIDS. The ]Bt.h. 
Loc;_,l Force R,ttalion ev2.dod the arec. and r elocated L'1 No Due District, e 2.s t of 
QL-1 • Toe two NVL be. t t:-:'J.ions believed to bo in the 2.T ea c.ppc..rontl y did not find 
conditions su.itrable for offe:asive mE,.neuvers and rema i ned hidde.c, . There were no 
signific::.nt conta cts or unit i dentific2,tions during t he oper e.tion. 

9 . ( C) LISSI ON: 'lhe 198th I nf2.ntry Br i g2.de mission , in conj unction rnd c oordi;.'1- ;: 
,,. t ion with tl1e 4th i,3 .. Vf.\' lkg :i.:mont, w-2. s to conduct combo.t operr. tions in the Song 
Ve Vdley to destroy elom0nts of t.}).e 21st NV~'I. Reg:i.ment and the 38 t h VO Local · 
Force Bo.ttc:.lions and to in•:~Grdict movei-nent oi' rico-cicrry ing pnrtio s from s our ce s 
of suppl ;-,r to enemy units 2.s tride the Song Ve Vs lley. 

10 . ( C) UG:'CEPT OF OPE..~1-.TIOI{ : The concept of opera tions initfally provi~1ed f~ 
conb2.t r:.ssnulting elements of 3-1 I nfo.ntry, 1-20 I nfantry and 4- 21 Info.ntry i n,to 
2.ssi:-:;11e;:.". .• 0 1 s in oro.er t o conduct rice den i a l and search opera tion s. Con cur- ;' 
rently , th8 I+ th Jill VN B.eg:i.:ment w::-. s t o commence oper a tions in a ssi gned AO by c omk, t 
o.ssc:.1u:t. ~ '.l.'ho 198th I nfe . .:itr y Brig~de 2.lso pl 8.nned a £'lo.me drop on 13 Mo.r ch vie-• 
in.it? BS67 58. Ch-cd l an,2. scheduled tfires were coordin~lted with supporting c~r­
tiller :y ur..its. 3--1 L-ifo_1rcry was order ed t o co;.1duct ovir n tions i n assigned f,.O 
wi th priOi.·::i:y of effort dong the Song Ve River c.nd r-.djo:i.n:i.ng tr,:!ils. 3-1 In­
f2.ntr~~ i.l ·so would socure the 2.rea P.cj ::;c e1.1t to Highway 516 e.nd provide protect ion 
for .. ~ tVN c o;wo;;;- s tr2.versL,g the J.O. Feriodic 2-3 d2.y operations would be con-
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a.ucted in -t he We:e torn Hor.s e shoe vicinity BS4575 using Recon/3-1. The 1-3} In­
f entry would inteTd:-..c t -the 515 Vc:,ll8y . trail network with onE: compe .. ny o.nd the re-­
rr..a i.i."l:';__._vig units wonl cJ. bu t ,.rrgotec: ng1:cinst r o:.:.t0s of movemcmt thr ouihout t he Iron 
Mountr,:.;'1. complex, concentr 2.t:L.'1g on rou.J~es of e:;_,recs from t he Song ·ve Valley 
t hror .. gh his h ground borc\ering the ecst of the Valleyo 4-21 Infrr.t1try would con­
dc,ct opcffnti ons wit ... ri ono comp::,ny in ass i gned AO to -111terdict enemy movement~ 
&-11 .t..~··\r provides c~ir.sct support 105mm fr om. Minh Long ax1d FSB Liz. General 
S!lpporJ~ wo-uld bo provided with 155mm. 2.t LZ Snoopy and 8 inch nt Hinh Long. Te.c-­
ticnl ci.ir strike s on c8.lL 

11 ( ,., .. , EY,.K;U TT QV • 
·• .,, .... '---·· 1.. 

a . At 1307.30..s, .3-1 Infantry combo.t ass,:::.ulted Alph2. Company i....,-1to the following 
lirncHng zones: BS663589, BS647587 , BS673588 . Lll LZ 1 s were cold. Bra\ro Compa..l'l.y 
wo.s :~no0rte:t by comb:.:,.,t e.ssCllU t :ilnmeciately r;,ft e r Alnha 8.l1d c .. m~,in the LZ 1 s were 
not contested. Bro.vo 1 s Lzt s were BS596593, BS6o359'2, and BS673588. Charlie Com­
pany 's c oobo. t assault c ompl ·eted the 3-1 I nf::mtry insertions. The first day of 
oper c.U .. on resulted in nogc;tive c ont c.ct for 3-1 Infan t ry . 

b... The 4/4 .1illv1-i R0g :L:ri:.3nt 2.s s2.ulted a t BS633513, 131645 March. During the 
CO!,Jbnt a.ssa-.:..l t one g:cmsh i ::1 roceived .51 cal iber and small arms fire o..n.d went 
down c.~t 35633551. Tw0 US- vtIL. resu.l t ed fr om the downed gtmship. Before tho .51 
cc.liheI' pos ition could be c7.ost:royec1 by c"ir strike s, the enemy pL,ced effective 
fire on 211other gtu"lshi p :re.suJ ... ti..rig in one US WIJ.. and also one downer, Light Obser­
v2.tion Holicoptu 8.t J3S63351.3.. The downoc! LOH we.s r.iortar ec7 resulting in one 
US lt!IA .-:-.nr~- one ~tRVr~ WI.L. GuEships wore cc..lled and beg2.n t3.king the enemy pos­
ition 1.mder fire. After t he gun ships hc;d compl e t ec:1 thei.1' mission, the 4/ 4 LRVE 
.swe:)t the e.rea a.t BS625545 Ln::l found five EVA XI A by gu_...'1shipso An ac1ditioncl 
t wo NVl ... KI J ... o.n~ one ~-JC-47 CLpturc-c7. b-y 4/.1..,. 1J--1"\.7N during -Lhe sweep. 

c, .. i'.t BS.6~454/4:. on- H .1230 Mo.rc...h., the 4/ 4 L.R'ilN Reg iment mac'.o cont2,ct with 2'."1 

unknow:r:: size eµemy force, · r esal ting in seven VG KIL and one I.K-47 ce.ptured. T11e 
4/1.,. iJf'Jj} hn.c:. nog:.i..tiv:e killec~ end wounded during the cont2, cto 

,L ,3/~/1..)20 I ~1f antry :i.t BS666505 on 201755 M2.rch observec', and engaged nine 
VG a l ong r-. troeline 500 r:1e t er s a way . Artillery end gunships were C::'d.led for 
support resu.l ting in one VG Kil~ by gunsh i p s 1md on e VG KIJ: ... by 2.rtillery. 

e. 1/ 4 .. ;Jnli:<' R0gv.11ont ,d:, BS625522 on 22'i 500 March engo.ged 2.n unknown aize 
onw71Y element ro:;i.ulting in two VC KIA., 

I'"') ·u-,c, -:rrT r,,,.., -1 2~ ,v n .r'.10,1.: .:..; .u, . The ./,.th .iJ:(. V}~ Regiment wc. s g iven ru1 Etren of op,F·;-:,_tion thG.t wa s 
kr,o,,jr,. -co h ,'.1Ve c-:.r ... enemy conce.ntr 2. tion • . The 4th Reg i_rnent responded with a t otc.l 
of 40 enemy l':IJ:.., 10 smc.11 2,r:n.s CIA, o.nd one :erew s e rved weo.pon CH.. The 4th 
.i ..... JCJN Hq:; i mcmt suffered- a toto.:::.. of 15 KIA. Elements of the 198-Lh Infantry Brig­
,:i'.e snfferec. 2. total . of 11 WLl during the oper2.tion. Gunships 2.nr:1. o.rtillery 
wero cr0·'it0C:. with? enemy KIAs with gunships c.ccounting for 6 end ,~rtillery one . 

2." Su.i;iply .. TheT.e 1.J'.'i\ S not a .n.oted s!ior+..:.c:.ge of Slippli~s during the o_per~tior1. 
Resupply of u_nits wns r,ccomplished by 2.ir in Tftost c£1.se~. 

' t,- , _ 
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b. Maintenance. Maintem:mce support en.me from the 723d Maintenance Bat­
talion. There was not n noted problem in the maLYJ.teno.nce of equipment during 
the operation. 

c. Trea tment of CasuQlties. Norrnal evacuation ['Jld trenunent w~s conducted. 
, Cnsual ties were initially tr,es.ted by the medical aidman in the field, o.nd air 

evecuated by helicopter to the 91 st Evacuation or Z7th &lrgical Hospitnls at 
Chu Lai. Lightly wounded personnel were held at the 23d Medical B2ttalion. Ser­
iously wounded personnel were kept at one of the two hospitals and then evac­
ueted to Japan or CO~ms. 

d~ 'l'rc.nsportc--:ttion. The nonavail:J.bility of helicopters nnd bad weather re­
duced the ability to move forces. The inability to redeploy troops when the 
sitm(tion dictated affected the results of the operction. 

14. Sl-'ECIAL EQUifl{EN'r AND 'T'ECHNIQUES. 

a. In conjunction with the first Cay of operation,~ 55-gallon fl2ID.e drurn 
drop was made i.tJ. the An Ba area, vicinity BS667 578. The fln.'Ee drop was used to 
destroy booby traps, blJ_nkers, a supply corridor, and intermittent crop sources. 
Tho flo.me drop WE!. S very effocti ve, but the area desired was not completely cov­
ered boco.use of underest:irfla tion in the number of drums used. Only 16% of the 
desired coverage was obtQi11ed during the drop. 

b. J. t otal of 9 bro1:.dcnsts and leaflet drops were mr.de during the operation. 
On eo_ch of the 9 missions flown, there were 45 minutes of broadcr,st time and 
a;o,.ooo lenflets dropped. FSYOF themes were distributed with the following em­
phasis: 

{1) .Ghieu Hoi 50% 

( 2) ,Deraoraliz& tion 30% 

(J) · 'Rice Denial 10% 

(4) Fmnily Reunion 

(5) PrO-:GVN . 

5% 

5% 

There were no sigriificc.nt results from the PSYOP CQ.I!lpaign. 

15. (C) CCMMANDER 1 S iJ1iu,YSIS. 

a. Enemy Tactics. Tiie enemy pr.oved ·t o be ·very elu::;ive.. . The enemy, :in true 
guerrilla style, we.s never found in larger thon squad-size . elements. While he 
was opornting in these Emiall elements, the enemy generally confined his n ttacks 
on US units to sniping and h2,rassing fire. Contacts seldom l a sted more then 
15-20 minutes. Against such e.n elusive foe, finding and fixing the enemy was 
extremely difficult. His favorite woapon was the mine/bo0by tr1:),p. Annarnent of 
the enemy consisted of lili-47 1 s, captured Mi-16 1 s · and 'M-79 's, • -Wmm and 82mm mortars, 
RPG-7' s and • 51 caliber mu chine guns. 

b. Friendly Tnctics. The US forcGs were inserted on the high ground of 
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Song Ve Valley in order t o uont£:in the enemy f orce s. The h.HiJN f orces were em­
ployed as the sweep element along the volley fl oor~ The small unit concep t was 
use~} by the US f orce s with the company bree.king into platoon s~ze f orces. This 
ga ve the Cc,pability of covering larger P.lnecls of the high gr ound. The li.RVN f orces 
c onducted ccmpany size sweeps, expecting to find a lE,r ge enemy f orce. The 1:.:a.VN 
unit was used in the vnlley ·because of the p opula tion. 

16. (C) RECCT :ivlEiWii.TIWS: 

a . 'Iha t reo.ction t:ilne t o e. strongly supported intelligence report be kept 
at a minimum. 

be Thnt the use of fl8.Jlle drops in heavily booby trapped 2.r eas be continued. 

c. That the use of }~t\N Forces in highly contested/popul a ted nreas be con­
tinued for the followLrig rea sons: 

( 1) The 11RVN s c2n que s tie:n the popula tion and check ic1 on tificr. tion co.rds 
in rl m:Te proficient mml.nGr thon US Forces. 

( 2) The AR\lN 1 s rules of engagement a.re unrestricted in the built up o.re£!.s~ 

(3) This gives the contested population e. cl12..nce t o see ARVN in a ction in 
n.n unsecure area . 

(' {' f; ) ~ Ct{ .. 
l,,,J"-\./V~'.,~G ~--W\J 

CHARLES R. SV!I TH 
Colonel, Infa ntry 
Oomrnnnding 
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