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SU13JEC'f I Ut.er .lctian Report 

Cornrnand1ng Officer 
198th Infantr;r l3rigade (m) 
ATT?la s3 
APO San F.rancisco 96219 

1 • Type of' Operation, 

2 • Dl.te of Operationa 

3. Locations Clm LB.i., RVlJ 

Map Bererence 1 1125,000 

Sheet Numbers 6639---1---' 

4. Comm8lld and Control Headque.rtersa 

5. Reporting Officers& 

a. me Elbert E Fuller Jr, co, 1-52d Inf, 198th Inf Bde 

b. CPr John A 13ierden, co, Co A/1-52d Inf 

c. CPI' Leona.rd G Goldman, CO, Co B/1-52d Inf 

d. 11Lr Jack W Sorenson, co, Co D/1-52d Inf 

-~ CO, Co D/1-46th Inf' 

6. Task Organizations 

a. neadquarters, 1-52d Inf 

b. A Compa.n;y-, 1-52d Int 

c. B Compan;r, 1-52d Inf 

d. D Canpan;r, 1-52d Int 

e. D Company, 1-46th Int 
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J.VDF-l3CP 
StJl3JECT I J..tter .lotion Report (cont) 

:, July 1968 

7. Supporting Forcesi 

a. C l3a.tter.r, 1-14th Arty 

b. 14th Aviation :Ba.ttalion 

c. Mortar Section, E Canp~, 1-52d Inf 

8. Intelligences 

a. 

(1) ~he terrs.in provided the enemy with excellent cover and con­
cealment tram ground and air observation. Numerous deep gorges ga:ve the 
enemy excellent protection from air and artillery. The narrow valleys ld. th 
steep slopes offered protection f'rom all but direct -hits by aeria.1.-·-roclrets-,-­
bombs and artillery. The enemy had knowledge of all trails in the area 
and bad excellent speed of movement • 

I.. (2) Friendly units experienced difficulties in confinning their 
locations due to the double and triple canopy. The rugged terrain lim­
ited the ground eommander1s ability to maneuver rapidly. The slopes "Wel.'e 
steep a.nd restricted their movement. Water was plentiful in nearly a.11 
the valleys leading up into the high ground. landing Zones for resupply 

I 

were 'extremely difficult to locate and prepare. It required two days 
effort and an engineer squad with cha.in sa.ws to establish a. one ship I.an­
ding Zone. 

0 
b. Weathers The temperature ranged from a high of 98° to a low of 

67 • This coupled with the dense vegetation incl.'ea.sed troop fatigue. 

, (1) Available intelligence initia.lly cani'irmed several enemy units 
in the area. Intelligence obtained from a POW and captured documents, 
indicated that the 80th l3a.ttal.ion, 1st VC Regiment, 2d NVA Di vision W3.S 

in the area of operation. On 7 Jun 68, dqcuments taken !ran another VC 
XIA. stated that elements: or the 409th Main Force Sapper Battalion wre 
also operating in the area. 

t2) Infomation f'rcm other· sources listed the Soth .Batta:1.ion at 
a strength of approximately 350 men. The 80th Battalion was deployed with 
one compe.ey vicinity coord 2-t~3 one compan;y vicinity coord m227067 
and one compaey as a reserve in vicinity coord m'2:150~8. It was also 
indicated that · the mission or the 80th Batta.lion was to provide a security 
force for the 1st ·vc Regimental Headquarters believed to be located on 
the rid8e line 3000 meters to the south vicinity coord m225035. 
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J."fllli'-BCP 
SOl3JECT a After .Action Bepart (cont) 

3 July' 1968 

9~ ~ • · ~he 1-52· ~ will conduct a night movement from present 
looginning 082000 .. Jun 68 to ocouw positions north or the Song 
:Bong M:l.eu Biver~· On or~, units vill conduct a night river crossing 
and search the m:.-ea in the 'ri.oll.mty of the :B-52 air strike. 

10. Concept of Operations The operation was conducted in two phases~· 

~ ~ ::Ia :e, C, D/1-46 Inf' moved to the wet as arranged vi.th 1-6 Inf' 
so that operational. control would change to the 1-6 Inf. J., :e, D/ 1-52 Inf 
stQ-ed at their priviou.s night locations and searched area in the vicinity 
of their locationa.. Companies prepa;red landing Zones and received their 
resupply which was necessary tor the night movement. 

PHASE Ila The second phase involved the conclusion of the transfer 
of :e, c, D 1-46 Inf. to the control of the 1-6 Inf. In conjunction with 
the ·transfer;"all unita-proceeded to their prepla.nned objectives on the 
ridge north of the Long :Bong Mi.eu River as indicated by the operational. 
overlay. 

11 • Executions 
:! 

a~ At the 'bAginning of the operation on 8 Jun 68, :e, C, D/1-46 Inf 
and A, :Band D/1-52 Inf ·-were under the operational control of the 1-52 Inf'. 
The companies were directed to search out the area in which they -were 
presently located and prepare for the night movement to the river begin­
ning 082100 hrs. 

/ 

b. At 081000 Jun 68, at coord m229073, :a/1-.46 located 800 pounds 
of grain, a portion of which was booby-trapped. The searching continued., 
and c/1-46 located one base plate :for a 60mm mort&-r and 1000 pounds of 
rice at 081114 Jun 68 coord m226078 • 

. . 

I 
~. Companies 13, C, D/1-46 moved towards the 1-6 Inf area of operation 

so that the plan to transfer operational. control could be completed. The 
search and move continued without a:IIJ' further finds. At 081850 Jun 68, 
1 -6 Inf assumed operational control of :a, c/ 1-46 Inf. 

d. 1.;.52 Inf at 082100 Jun 68 began its planned movement to the :Bong 
Mieu River. At 090145 Jun 68, D/1-52 Inf observed four personnel moving 
east to west at coard m226063. Artillery was requested but clearance was 
not grantttd because of the proximity or friendlies. 1)/1.:.46 Inf under­
operational control of the 1-6 Inf' engaged a VC force at 0"9'()200. Jun 68 
coord ln'222057, resulting in 6 VC KIA and 1 VC CIA. D/ 1-46 nt-- then pro­
ceeded south into 1-52 Inf area of operation. :Because of D 1-46 Inf loca­
tion a~er their contact, the 1-52 Inf assumed opera~ional control of 1-46. 
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3 July 1968 
Attar .&.cticm.;Jl,epart (cont) 

•• ; • - '. C '.i{L • • _. . . ·.} . 

e~ . B/1-52 Int tolliwed initiallT:,by' J/1-52 Inr came into contact 
with double and triple ·ca.now vegetation .which hampemd &11 movement • 
luring the conclusioifot ·the movement no enemy were contacted. ill units 
proceeded to their preplmmed l~ation so that they could be prepared to 
cross the river. 

12. Resultsa 

a. Enemy Lossesa 

(1) 1800 pounds or grain destroyed 

(2) One 60mm mortar base plate, captured 

(3) 6 VC Xll 

(4) 1 VC CIA 

b. Friendly Lossesa negative results 

13. Administrative Ma.ttersa Movement was all done by foot and no resupply 
wa.s given once the movement commenced. On,ce the operation was canpleted, 
Landing Zones had .- to be literal.'.cy' cut into the thick vegetation so that 
resupp~ could be received. Communications during the operation was con­
tinurus and without difficulties •. The ground troops carried their nonnal. 
basic load of ammunition and two deys rations. 

14. Special ~pment and Techniques: During the operation, B/1-52 Inf 
used Scout Dogs. This improved the companies' alertness and security. At 
the completion of the movement all units used panel markers so that an air 
observer could pinpoint a.11 locations. 

15. Commanders• Analysisa Commanders all agreed that this move had dis­
proved a previous statement that uni ts could not move in the jungles during 
the hours or darkness and still remain an effective, maneuverable force. 
B/1-52 Inf backed their WEq foot by foot through the triple canopy vegetation 
and still kept their bearing am. remained an effective fighting force. The 
success of the movement is evident by the rapid withdrawal. of all enemy 
in the a.rea of operation • 

• 

2 Inola 
1~ Operation Over~ 
2. Intelligence Overley 

- .- - ----- -~---- .-

._/ ~ 7n, ~ /-1,q-1· ~-f ~ 
/OJ WAilrER M SANDERS 

Major, Infantry 
S} 
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