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1. (U) N~'..!·1E OF OPER.t .. TIOl{. Operation MIDDLESEX PEAK (U). 

2. (U) DLT;i;S OF OPFID,TIQN. OlOtOl March - O113:>O July 1971. 

3. (U) LQCLTIQ\T. Qu.Eing Tin Province and Northern Quang Ngai Prov:ince, Rl.,N. 

4. (U) CCMM1um f,ND CONTROL m:: .. DQU/..RTERS. 198th Infantry Brigade, 

5. (U) REFORTING OFFICERS. 

a. 196th Infantry Brigade - COL William s. Hathaway, 1 M2.r - ':8 Apr 1971 

b. 198th Infantry Brigade - COL Charles R. anith, 11 !.pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

c. 2d B2.ttal.ion, 1st Infantry - LTC Henry G, Watson, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. 

d. 4th Bo.ttalion, Jc. Infantry - LTC John w. Shonnon, 3 May - 1 Jul 1971. 

e. 1st Bntt2.lion, 6th Infmtry -

(1) LTC J E1.me s W. Sc•.wey, 11 .lpr - 21 Jun 1971. 

(2) LTC Rolfe G •• ·.rnhym, 21 Jun - 1 Jul 1971. 

r. 3d Batto.lion, 21st Infantry, LTC L.W. Roberts, 1 Mar - ':8 :.pr 1m. 

g. 4th B2.ttalion, 31st Infantry -

(1) LTC William Hammill, 1 Mar - V Mar 1971. 

(2) LTC H.S. Mitchell, 71 M2.r - 'E :.pr 1971; 16 Jun - 2.3 Jun 1971. 

h. 1st Batta.lion, 46th Infantry -

(1) LTC Willk'Un P. Doyle, 1 Mar - 28 Mc,r 1971. 
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LTC C.J. Ta te, 30 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. 

i. 5th Ba ttalion, 46th InfDJ1try, LTC Edwin E. Pa ssmore, 1 Mar _ 3 May 1971. 

j •. 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry, MAJ Charles z. Getz, 11 Apr _ 1 Jul 1971. 

6., (U) T;~SK ORGJ:1NILJ~~TIG'J 

.. -:: .... 

a. 196th Infantry Br igade 

(1) 2d Ba ttalion, 1st Infantry, 8 Apr - 29 Apr 1971. 

(2) 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971 9 

( 3) 4th Battalion 31st Inf an try, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. 

(4) 1st Ba ttalion, 46th InfantI'IJ, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. 

(5} . 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, l Mar - 11 i~pr 1971. 
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c. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

do 

(1) 

( ~) 

(3) 

196th Infantry Brigade Control 

23d Ca valry Squadron (Provisional), 18 Apr - 29 ii.pr 19710 

F Troop, 17th Cavalry, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. 

48th Infantry Pla toon (Scout Dog), 1 Mar - 29 1\pr 1971. 

59th Infantry Fla toon (Scout Dog), 1 Mar - 19 .':.pr 1971 

27th Chemical Detachment, 1 Mar - 'E .~pr 1971. 

, 10th Public Information Det,ci chment, 1 Mar - 29 Apr 1971. . 

3d Battc'llion, 82d .1'..rtillery (DS), 1 l-'br - 29 Apr 1971. 

A Compr.ny, 26th Engineer Battalion (DS), 1 Mar - 29 ~~pr 1971. 

198th Infantry Brigade 

/4.th Battalion 3d Infantry, 3 Mey - 1 Jul l<l71., 

1st .fytttalion, 6th Infantry, 11 ~i.pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

5th Battalion., 46th Infantry, 11 .:~pr - .3 May 1971. 

1st Battalion, 52d Infantry, 11 :i.pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

198th Infantry Brigade Control 

57th Infantry Plr.1 t~on (Scou·t Dog), 11 .• pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

87th Chemical Detachment, .:11 J\pr - ~ Jul 1971. 

1st Battulion, 14th .\rt:Ulery (DS), 11 Apr - 1 Jul 1 <l71. 
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(4 ) B Comp2.ny , 26 t h Engineer 
:.pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

(5) 4th Bat falion , 31st Info.ntry (0:i- CON), 16 Jun_ 23 Jun 1971. 

?. (U) SUPPOrlTJ NG FORCES 

a . .~rtillery - pr ovided by iJiv:i_sion FSC, to include naval gunfire. 

b. .:~viation .. (._.rin3) - 16th ~omoo. t ""via tion Group, consisting of the 
. _ 14 81;-d 123d --VL:i.tion Ba ttalions. The 14th Ba ttalion orovided UH-IH 

lif-c helicop t ers, lJH-IC gunships and CH- 47B Ch i.nooks Th. 123d B tt 1 · b · 11 • • e . a a ion 
wa s. ~sicc.~ . Y an o. ir Cf: Vclr y squ1:_!.dron with three nir cavalry troops. In 
ndditiono th~ 1 23d had on e administr,J. tive lift comp2ny. These a via tion 
f orce s were ID gener 8l support of the 23d Division. 

c. F Troop , l?th Cci.valry - F Tr oop was atta ched to the 196th Brigade 
c'nd oper nted in lvlliJDLESEX 1- b..K with th e Brig~de until 29 -•pril 71, when 

1 ,o-: . moved to Quo.ng ~ ,'In Province. 

d. Fori..r.r d •• ir Con t rollers. Elements of the 20th To.ctic.::i.l 1ar Support 
Squ. 2.dr on provided Forw:-i.r d -1.ir Controller (F .• C) and Tactical .t.ir Control 
Party ( T •• Ci-' ) • 

8 . (C) T'.dE • .RE.. OF Oi Ert..TICN. 

a . We r t her: The wea ther in e2. ster n Quang Tin and northern quang 
}:gai provinces during Operation MIDDLESEX PE..K wr.s characterized by de­
clining r o.infall and increr,.sing tem pera tures. The amount of r Ct inf.::i.11 
received continued t o decline since- the end of the wet sec1.Son in late 
Jnnuary.. The mountD.inous regions received frequent l a te a fternoe!Jn shower s 
with an a vera ge monthly r a infall of 8 to 12 inches. The coa stal regions 
received very light r 2:. inf'2.ll with 2. monthly average between 1 to 3 inches. 
Visibility wa s generclly good with occa sionnl early morning fog and haze 
in the river vnlley s in the mountc.ins. Cloud cover wns light in the 
mornings becoming broken to overca st in the mounta inous areas during the 
2.fternoons • . Temperatures r anged from an nver .-:cge low of 7J 0 in ii.pril to" 
cm nver2.ge high of 95° in June. Temper2.tures in the mount8.ins cJYerage 
3° lower for ec ch 1000 feet increa se in elevntion over the coastal regions. 

b. Terr o.in: 
(1) The region is chara cterized by three types of terra in: n coast­

al plain in the e2.st, 2.. ngrrow transition['.J. piedmont in the middle, and 
a wide belt of mount.2.ins in the wost. 

/ . 

( a ) The coc.st.;:,l pla in extends west from the South Chin!. Sea in 
a north to south strip ranging :from 8 to 'Z7 kilometers wide. These pl:lins 
consist primarily of rice fields 811d urban arens, interspersed with isol­
a ted hills and ridcres rising to heights of 50 to 70 meters. In many c.rer s 
the rice paddies o.;e bounded by dikes 2 to 5 feet high. Most of the hills 
and ridges a re l a ced with hedge rows of ~ick ~sh. The : .truigan Pen­
insula is that portion of the constc.l pl2. lll which extends south :from the 

_ Song Trc. Bong river to the Song Trn Khuc river, east of QL 1. 
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(4) B CompE1.ny, 26 th Engineer Bci. tto.lion ~~pr - 1 Jul 1971. 

( 5) 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry ( Ol-CON), 16 Jun _ 23 Jun 1971. 

7. (U) SUPP01tTING FORCES 

a. ..~rtillery - provided by Division FSC, to indlude naval gunfire. 

b. .~viation . ( .• rmy) - 16th Combnt --Viation Group consisting of the 
. .,_ 14 81:d 123d 1i.~o. ti~n Batt~lions. The 14th Battaiion provided UH-IH 

lif,., helicopters, . UH-Iu gunships and CH-47B Chinooks The 123d B tt -1 · b · 11 • • . a a ion 
was. a sic2. . Y an a ir C[:valry squ<?-dron with three air cavalry troops. In 
ndditiono th~ 123d had one administro.tive lift comprny. These aviation 
forces were in genernl support of the 23d Di vision. 

c. F Tro~p, _l?~,,C2v~ry - F Troop was attached to the 196th Brigade 

1
2n~ operated in MIDDL.l:!;SEX rb..K with the Brigrde until 29 .• pril 71, when 
.>O •. _ moved to QuMg _ c".m Province. 

d. Forw,c,_rd .i.ir Controllers. Elements of the 20th Tactical llir Support 
Squn. dron provided Forwcxd i.ir Controller (F .• C) and Tactical .t.ir Control 
Party (Ti.Ci') • 

8. (C) T'rIE • .RE.. OF OiEd ... TICN. 

a. We c.ther: The weather in ea stern Quang Tin and northern quang 
Ngai provinces during Operation lv[IDDLESEX PE..K w2. s characterized by de­
clining rainfall and increG.sing temperntures. The amount of rainfall 
received continued to tlecline since the end of the wet senson in late 
JnnuarYo The mountainous regions received frequent late afterno~n showers 
with an average monthly r8infull of 8 to 12 inches. The coastal regions 
received very light r2infE1.ll with Q monthly average between 1 to 3 inches. 
Visibility wu s generclly good with occasional early morning fog and haze 
in the river valleys :in the mount.?.:ins. Cloud cover wns light in the 
mornings becoming broken to overce.st in the mountainous areas during the 
a fternoons. . Tanperatures re.nged from an aver.J.ge low of 73° in 1.pril to· 
nn average high of 95° in June. Temperr.tures in the mounw.ins average 
3° lower for er.ch 1000 feet increase in elevation over the coastal regions. 

b. Terro.:in: 
(1) The region is characterized by three types of terrain: a coast.. 

al plain in the es.st., n nnrrow transitioncl piedmont :in the middle, and 
a uide belt of mount.:'1ins :in the west. 

/. 

(a) The coc:. st;:~l plain extends west from the South Chin!. Sea in . 
a north to sou th strip ranging from 8 to Z7 kilome~ers wide. These pl,1ins 
consist primarily of rice fields 811d urban arens, interspersed with isol­
ated hills nnd rido-es ris:ing to heights of 50 to 70 meters. In many c..ref'S 
the rice paddies u;e bounded by dikes 2 to 5 feet high. Most of the hills 
and ridges are lnced with hedga rows of ~ick ?1'11sh• The •·.t..1.ngan Pen­
insula is that portion of the const..--:.1 pl8.1Il which extends south fr~ tho 

_Song Trc. Bong river to the Song Trn Khuc river, east of QI, 1 • 
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( ►) . 
b) The piedmont consists of hills w:i t h elevation varyj_ng frcm 

gentl~ to ste~p., . Many of the hills have rock outcrops on their crowns. 
The piedmont i s int~rsperse~. by numerous river valleys. The valleys contain 
numerous terrac?d rice pc1.dches. Other vegeta tion consists mostly of 
brushwood and single canopy forest. Elevation r311ges from JO to 70 meters 
with slopes between 10 to .'.20 degrees. 

§1 fl 1 ) r-- '.0 f 1 r T 6 ;1 a 

( c) The mountains generally increa se i.i.'1 ruggedness and elevation 
from e2.st to west. Vegeta.tion is nrul ti-canopied dense undergrowth forest 
with ~ccasional brushwood. The mounta ins are intersected by numerous 
small river valleys~ Eleva tion varies from 500 t o 2000 feet. 

(2) The principle rivers are the Song Bo. Ky, Song Bong Mieu, and 
Song Tram which run gener2ily northwest to southeast in ea stern Quang 
Tin (P). The Son g Tr8. Bong flows from west to east through the northern 
9ortion cf Quoog Nga i (P). The Song Tra Khuc bounds the AO on the south. 
The Seng Ham Giang is a principle wa terway in the Batangan Peninsula. 

(3) Key terra in is gen,.erally those areas along lines of communica­
tic:is. In the mount2ins it is usually those sections of high ground from 
which control cvn be exerted over the valleys, the cultivated 2.reas, and 
ro2.d or tr2..il networks. In the piedmont, it is the high ground which 
controls the vc1.lleys opening out to the east. On the coastal plain the 
key terrain fea tures include the high ground and those locations which 
control waterwo.ys, ro2.ds ,:ind tr,~ ils, o.nd ports of entry. 

(4) Cover 2nd c oncealment varies according to the terrain~ In the 
coa stal plains conce~lment is limited to the wooded areas which are 
interspersed throught the region. Also, dikes :J.nd hedgerows offer some 
protection~ The 

1
:; i edmont and mountc inous nrea off,~rs good to excellent 

cover and concec,lment. The numerous tlley s and gullies along with the 
dense vegeta tion offer the best protection ll1 the entire region. 

c. Enemy Si tun tion: 

(1) Estimo.ted ~trength, loca tion, and disposition of enemy forces 
nt the start of the oper:::. tion: 

UNIT STR.EJ.if GTH LOCATICN SOUrtCE 

QU.1,.NG TIN (p) FORCES 

C-7 L ·~ Co 19 BT J.615 AR 

C-9 LF Co 12 BT 1528 AR 

D-11 LF Bn 174 BT 2)10 ~ill 

V-12 LF Co 45 BT 1823 ~l.H 

V-lL; LF C9 62 BT 3014 AR 

V-16 iapp~r Co 30 BT 2212 AR 

I iL. •C o id PI OE C , 1 " 
UNCLAS51FlED 



Lfl~ IT siltffltASSIFIEtLOcATr ON ~QURCE 

QUAN G TIN (.t-) FORCES 

V-18 LF Co 40 BT 2712 AR 

V- 20 LF Co 64 BT 3708 AR 

70th LF Bn 211 BT 1522 ~-ill 

72d LF Bn 220 BT 1 619 AR 

74th LF Hvy Wpns Bn 2.33 BT 1821 AR 

78 th MF Rkt (Arty ) Co 90 BT 3900 AR 

40 2d NF Sapper Bn (-) 210 BS 4097 AH. 

409t h MF Sapper Bn (-) 269 BT 2700 AR 

QUANG NGAI (p ) FORCES 

21st LF Sapper Co 60 BS 5780 AR 

P-31 LF Co 10 BS 6390 AR 

48 t h LF Bn (-) 200 BS 5587 AR 

K-51 LF Co 14 BS 7192 AR 

C-72Z LF Co 40 BS 5779 AR 

C-71Z LF Co 30 BS 7'£,6 AR 

81st LF Co 30 BS 5465 Jill 

95A LF Sapper Co 10 BS 6399 AR 

95B LF Sap per Co 40 BS 5597 • .R 

107th NV.A Hvy !pns Bn 215 BS 5368 .1-1.R 

12Jth LF Montgnd Bn 300 BS 71.63. Jill 

406th MF Sapper Bn 400 BS 3883 .. Jt 

506.A .1.,F Sapper Co 65 BS 498 5 iJt 

506B LF Sapper Co 50 BS 5675 .. .R 

Hamlet and village guerilla strength was estimated at 1500 to 2000 within 

the areE. of opera tion. 

;§ @6 fd F ;'. !Bk I : Si ? 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

l - Enon · Sitt ,,. t iL n .',n ticip, tod: 

Tb _ 11 ~isr viJ.l ... c,ntinuc t ow.do c0nfront.1.tion with US units • 
. h1..;~ l.)fh,rt.. 1.ill bo c ncantr--.t d n lol:!i,"tic:·J. nn,;i 1· · 

t t .., ,-, 11 :)o i t1.cf!J. -
C rll l i l 'cti,·iti s . 'lb ,. il' \ t· . 

Vi~ ~ . . , . _ .,J 
1 · -L c ·1 1.nue thoir efforts to disrupt 

~ : 1.fi t i 11 P g~ ~Jn b) r.cts f t errorism c.nd 1 C interdiction • 
.,, r-F ~ i ... ~ tl 0 1 

0.1·
1 

• will co~c1uct sm .. 11 scule ground o.ttnclcs og;dnst. 
RF,.' ... -.. u t 1.. st~ ;:,J1d. t·c ks by fi.ro ~.g,· inst 1 · r g1..;r Us n.nd .~RW insto.llo. tions. 
R.~ r ,. ssnent 1 clli f rce s will nlso include the continu a f · 

, •1 1. t o use o m1.110s .:'.llu '- ooy r ,"'f.' S• 

( J 0r; - Si tuc>. tion Found: 

~ o ~o:el :f ~neny "'ct ivity w". s modern.to to low ns C1J1 tidpated. 
:11c Most signific ·11" ln;h i.:- oint occurred the 1 :.st w ck in March, culmin,1.ting 
in '1_1~ c.tuck ofmFS: •i-. 11" •~. ~~t 0230 hours, 28 M:.rch, s0.ppers struck 
FS_ .. r • . .nn. l -Jcm;; ,"' dV,":in fage of t:. period of low illumino.tion ::md pre-
f· cing their c"'.·\t.. '~ 1 itl1 <. HE and CS mork..r ettc .. ck, the s .:i.ppers penetrr.ted 
t..rie reri-:ieter -:.:1 d s,re.'- t t 11rough the fire bc.se. Throwing satchel charges ... 
, .n1.. h "memo e xplosive 'edces, the~,r destroyed the 1/ 46 &1.ttalion TOG, 
~ 155 r. n p si LioL, ::,nd num~rous ':ur1kers. In the :·.ction, 30 US were 
hI.. Md 76 w unde :. 12 de2d enemy were f l' nd the next morn:ing. FSB 
ii".ry .:.nn lies ['_ t the crossrcnds of numerous enemy supply routes le['..r~ ing 
int :-.ng Tin ·.nc1 Qu:-.ng Ngqi Provinces.. .'J..lied oµerntions in this 
2.r ::. h2. ve hinc:ored 230tn Transportc1.tion Regiment activity. Tho 409th 
&'1.1:=per R,ttnlion ,:ro1x1.bly ccnc1ucted the attn.ck, :in an ~ffort to roa\1ce 
."J..li0d intorr1icti'1n of .1..hcso supply l:inee The only other significe.nt 
e. emy highp int \.Jhich c:evelooed occurred 24 through Z1 :.pril. ~nrly 
morcing of the 24th, F0B Honey (BS 46281.5) received r. coor,:1inc.tea mort...1.r 
8..t'ld groun.::: 2. t~:.c.k resulting in 22 , ... 1~T KL; 45 • .It¼. TL ::-.n ·'. 4 US '.IL-with 

21 VC KL,. S.imul k.no usly there was , r1or't.c".r 2tfack on FSB Stinson 
( BS 53882/4.) resultfog in 8 frien,~ly UL.. }~ost likely the 406th S:tpper 
B:~tt._-,J_ i on conc:ucted t.~e nttc:.ck on FSB Hon. y. :Wr:ing the next three do.ys 
r ckets were received ·by Pho Tay h.:-.mlet (BS 603730), Binh Son District 
He 0.que.r ters (BS c01922), 2nd LZ D ttie ( r.i s 630855). The 107th He,.vy 
Wee.pons .3£,.tte.lion ·P- ot ~_ bJ.y ccnducted these nttc.cks. D.lring the rest of 
the operation the leyel of enemy 12 (, tivi ty W['.S low o.s they concentrc.ted 
n . resupplJr of food c.nd retrc.ining 2..cti vi ties, This accounts for the 

he2.vy movement of memb~s of tro.nsportc.tion elemGnts throughout the .~O 
·:.nd the success the 1st Bn 52d Inf"illtry h 1d in its rice denid c1.ctivities 
o..rounc. ·FSB Stins n 0 Other enemy ;-,_cti vi ties consisted of the ccntinuec1 
hec.vy use of mines 2.nd boobytrnps 1'.n'..l spor~--'~ ic sr,10.ll-sccle nt.tc.-:cks on 
GW-cc·ntrolled outposts 2.11d h.:-..mlets. Cne enemy t-.ctic used w:i.s the 
increased mun.ber of 2. ss2.ssinr.tions of GVN officio.ls. Two c..nd three ml'cn 
te~s disguised 2.s . .3.W solciers -nd oper.:i.ting in the populr.tec1 c.recs 

' . ~. Th. . t f th . II 2.long QL 1 P.ccomplished severcl 2.ss~·.ssimn.,1ons. is 1s u.:--.r o. e enemy s 
in.cre<'-sed :-ttempt t o intirridnte GVN officfals ns t.~c fru.l elections 
1:'.ppro;-s,ch. ...1 though ::-· emy units continued to m2.ke smdl moves through-
out the •• o, there were nc- Ill£'.jor chru1ges in strength, loc2tion, nnd 1is-
oosi tion of enemy forces -~uring the operf'.tion. 

-
(4) Estim,~.tecl stre'.ngth, loc2tion, Md disposition of anemy forces 

r1.t the conclusion of the ope..1'.'e.tion: 

!llill 

QU . .NG TIN (p) FORCES 
( 

C-7 LF Co 

STRZi~GTH -

UNCLASSIFIED 

LOC..TICl! SOURCE 

BT 1615 • ..R 



.... 

UNIT 

C-9 LF Co 

D-11 LF Bn (-) 

1 F,lem.lflt 

V-12 LF' Co 

V-14 LF Co 

V-15 LF Co 

V-16 LF Sapper Co 

V-18 LF Co 

V-20 LF Co 

70th LF Bn (-) 

72d LF Bn (-) 

74th LF Hvy Wpns Bn (.4) 

78th MF Rkt ( •• rt,y) Co 

402c1. MF Sapper Bn (-~ 

409th MF SRpper Bn (-) 

QU • .NG NG ... I (p) FffiCES 

21st LF SappJr Go 

P-31 LF Co 

48th LF Bn (-) 

1 Element 

K-51 LF Co 

71Z LF Co 

7'2Z LF Co 

81st LF Co 

95 ... LF Sapper Co 

95B LF Sn •_!per Co 

107th NV.~ Hvy Wpns Bn (-) 

12'th LF Montgrd Bn (-) 

STRENGTH LOC •• TION 

12 

132 

45 

62 

15 

30 

40 

64 

211 

220 

23.3 

90 

210 

60 

J.5 

200 

BT 1726 

BT 1130 

BT 1.307 

m~LOC 

BT 2811 

BT 2048 

BT 241'2 

BT 2811 

BT 3708 

BT 1219 

BI' 1422 

BT 1421 

BT 3702 

BS 4492 

BS 1494 

BS 4883 

BS 6390 

BS 5185 

BS 6788 

BS 7086 

14 BS 7192 

JO BS 7083 

40 BS 5878 

30 BS 5366 

30 BS 66oO 

40 BS 5293 

168 BS 5167 

, . JOO BS 3066 
i · UNCLASSIFIED 
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SOlfrtGE 

• .R 

:.R 

• .R 

l.R 

• .R 

.. .R 

. .R. 

• .R 

• .R 

• .R 

• .R 
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6i@ ;(;' C 'te C f If ; (9 ' UUT .. 
STR.fil\l GTl1 L0C .• TI0N S0URC2 

4 bth 1F Sa1 ·,er " ( ) .1· J . o , - 400 BS 3281 AR 

506ti .-~ F Sa •1er Co 65 8,... u 5376 Jill 

500th i3 L? S,pper C\., 50 BS 5774 .U{ 

Hamlet and villE,ge i;1..1erill2. streng t h is estimated at 1500 to 2000 within 
the area of o~eration . 

9 . (C) i'i ISSIOI-!. The 196th and 198th Brigades in coordina tion with the 
5tl &'1d 6th .. Vi\ Reg iments conducted unilateral and combined operations 
to secure rn~j~~ lu1~s of camnruni~ation, to loca te and destroy enemy forces 
aiid to participat e in the 1971 GVN Pacification Program. 

10. (C)_ C0i~ C&T OF 0F~.TIG': . In the initial phases of the operation, 
from 1 narch until 11 April, the 196th Brigade had exclusive control over 
operation 1-iIDDLESEX PEAK. During this time, the maneuver battalions con­
tinued combat oper ations in their assigned sectors and prepared for dep­
loyment t o tang Nam Province. Qi 8 .. ;.pril, the 2-1 Battalion, previously 
deployed to ~ang Tri Prov:ince, rejoined the 196th Brigade for combat 
oper a tions . At lllaJ0 .i,pril, the 198th Brigo.de relinquished control of 
Operation Finney Hill to the 11th Brigade and, with the 1-6 and 1-52 
Infantry Batta.lions, began operating in MIDDLESEX 1--&JC. i\t the srune 
time, the 5-46 Infantry Battalion was returned to the 198th Brig-:-.de from 
the 196th Brigade. Dtlrine the period 1112J0 April throUgh 291200 April 
1971, the 196th Brigc,de conducted l:i.roited operations Emd made final prep­
arations for deployment north to Quang Nam. The 198th Brigade began 
operations in its famili2.r AO which included Son Tinh, Binh Son, Son Hc1. 
2.nd Tra Bong Districts of l)iang l~ gn.i Province c.nd Ly Tin District of 
Quang Tin Fro~-Lnce. At 291200 April, the 196th Brigade ce~sed opera­
tions in NIDDL.ESE.X fF.-.K Md Quang Tin Province and :initkted O;,eration 
C •. i<.OLINE HILL in Quang ~;r 2ll1 Province. i.s a result, the 198th Brig a.de 
inherited the remninder of Quang Tin Province and exclusive control 
of Operation rHDDLESlX .. E..JC. iul operations in the T ... OR were conducted 
with . close coordination between commmders of US forces o.nd the 5th 
and 6 ':.h ,.R ¼~ Regiments. 

(C) EXECLTTIGX, 11. 

a. The beginning of Operc,tiori 11iIDDLESEX .i:-E..K coincided with an 
increase in enemy a ctivity after reduced opera tions during the winter 
r;,onsoons. Th.iring the month of March, 1971, the bc1ttalions of the 196th 
.. rigJ.de, conductea com_:-' .n~' 2.nd 1::,latoon-sized search and cle,"cr oper- · 
ntions. 

(1) 5/46 lnfr.nt:rT e stD.blished a jump CF at LZ DlliN •• (BT281ldJ) on 
16 Har ch and conducted operations with two c0Bp2.nies in the vnlJ.ey to 
the west' of the jump CF. Contact i,ms light to moderate during this 
operation. 

(2) Resoonding to intelligence of an enemy l::uildup southeast of 
LZ M.JtY..NN 1/46 Infantry reopened LZ MILDRED (BS 025976) on 12 March 
a s a tempo;ary fireh 1. so c'.Ild conducted ~perations to the southeast with 
light contact. Temporc.ry firebase GRUI~T ( •• T 957112) was closed on 18 

lbrch. 
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(3) During the mi ddle of the month in t elligcnce began to indi­
ca te J:ending enemy a ctivity in the e , .star~ portion of th · ("\,. 
the rngh ts of 26 1 Z7 M e province. uu 

. - . an~. erch, sever2.l ?F outposts clang the coo. stal 
plain reported ligh-c, mart~ a tt..-..cks 2.nd ground probes · t 0230 h 
Mnr ch, sap per s struck LZ Hi.RLJ'JN. Tnking ad,,,....n t age of•. ·· . d fourl s' 2.8 
ill . . . . . vc c: 2. porio o ow 

un1in2.t1.on a nd pre f 0.cing their atk.ck with ;1 HE n"'d CS t tt k th -- u.H m or nr a a c 
e s~ppers ponetro.ted tl1e perimeteT ond swept t hrough tl\e firebo.se. 

Throwing so.tchel char g :3 s Md homer:w.de GX(,losive · devices thy a t ed 
the 1/46 Bo.ttalion TOG, 2. 155m.rn gun oosition nnd ,..,.,.,,, r' ebunel s roy In th t • us rr • L J (.,, !.UJ,,J.lle ous <:ers. 

,:..+ c'. C io~, 30 lwie:ne·:,·,;"~. nnd 76 wounded. 12 ·ae2.c: e.."lemy were found the 
ne-A,., mornll1 ~• LZ •1 L hJ:!.ou wns closed on 1 •• pril. as 1/ 46 Bo.tte.l.ion troo s 
were consol1d2.tec1 o.rounc1 LZ M...RY.J'JN. ' P 

' 

b. The month of --~pril was marked by lieht contact np.c'\ the move nort."1 ·. 
' 

(1) 196 t h Brigc1.c1 0 • 

. (a ) On 5 1-~E~il, 3/21 began movement of mat0rinl from LZ CENTER, 
cle,7.r:"'"lg the CEl~T~, ..... Que Son ROSS r o2.d f11d COI!lpleting a roa.d convoy. On 
6 ;.pril, B/3-21 moved to and took control of HILL 510 (l.T 945405) and 
e stf'.blished the batt~io!1 C.t there. 

1
0n the ?th, C/3-21 moved to HILL 

~5 ~,.T878576 - LZ R..WHIDE) nnd a ssume,d security for five days. On 19 
.~pril, 3/ 21 Infc.ntry c ompleted the move tc their are c1. , s;i,gnmg LZ 
CENTER over t o 4/5 i.RVN. ' 

(b) On the 8th, 2/1 Infnntry i returned to H.1\WK H:J:LL and 196th 
Brigade c ontrol nfter ~ one month operation Glong the UvIZ. 5/46 lnf_ 
nntry wn s returned t o 198th Brigc.de-' control on 11 .~pril, nnd the 196th 
Brig2..de southern bmrndnry wu.s adjusted accordingly• On the 12th, B/2-1 
moved to HILL 151 ( ... T 951482) and es~o.blished th0 bc.tt..1.lion GP there. 
The same day, D/2-1 w0.s a irlifted to LZ R.,WHIDE to provide security for 
the 2rtillery th0re. 1 

(c) The Task Force 23d Cavalry (Provisional) \.ms organized and 
;\tt2.ched to the 196th Brigr:cde on 18 !i.pril for the c1uratiori of the move. 
It c onsisted of F nnd H Troops 17th Cnw.lry, E Troop 1st Cavalry, nnd 
a t o.ctica l C?. On 19 i~pril, E 2.nd H Troops moved to the 23d C,w area 
in the nntl2J1ds north of Hill 151 ( 0 '1 AT · 9552) • Beginning 23 .~pril, 
F Troop (-) c onc1uctcc1 separate and .joint operations :in the QUE sm nat-
1D.Dc1s t o secure the population cenf.ers '."1uring the projected high-threat 
period., While c0nducting 2.n c:i.ir cnwJ.ry operation on 23 i...pril, two LOHs 
from D/1-1 Cnv r e ceived eneli1y fir_e o.nc~ were dowed in the northern part 
of the 23:.1 C2v are.::i.. The next c1oy, 1'../2-1 combat air assaul tod into the 
E'..ron Md bega n joint O:Jer a tions with H Troop. During these operctions, 
numerous sharp contncts w0re mnqo QS Chnrgcr forces nttempted to rout 
the enemy from well f ortified ~nkers. 

(d) Ch 22 .:.1-iril, iVl-46 hssumed responsib_ility for HILL 7/0 ~:.T 
866681) ; LZ H • .RYiJm w:-.s turned ·over t o the 5th .w{VN Regiment on 24 AfRIL. 

r 

(e) :.rter two di.~y s of nir strikes t o clenr the LZ, ~ .. /4-.31 supported 
by o. contingent from i .. /26 Engr; combnt air as~aul ~ -d onto HILL 350 ( •• T 
837757) nnd estnblished n firepase o.nd batt~1~on C.c. LZ SIBErtL. was 
signed over to the .iii.VN on 26 !.pril; M c1 LZ WE.ST wr.s turned ovor on 28 
i:..pril. 
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(2) 
Cutat=JBEb , 

198th Brii:;; 2..c1.e . 
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( a. ) On 11 .. pr D., ~he Brigo.r:1e Wf'.s opor2c ting with the 1-6 5-46 
and 1-52 Infc,ntry Bat tr-.lirms o.nc1 in ccor c1inc.tion with th 6th '.RVF R' · 
m0nt On 29 · "J th 196 e " ~ eg1-- • .•• pr 1 . , G S • e th Brig2.de pulled cut of MIDDLESEX 1--E.J( 
the 198 t h Brigc.de e st [,_blishec1 lic. ison with the 5th '.RVN R . · t t H, 
Hill, RVN . • e t£ JJ11en o. awk 

. ( b) On_ 1 8 .• prH, the 5-46 fafo.ntry moved from FSB Ky Tra t 
s t c.blish FSB ..-rof e ssionc.l in Bo.se .i.reo.117 t o deny the enemy tr',·to_re-, 1 · f • . o. .1 1onv..i. 
in ':s o comrnunic~t1.?n be tween the Dak Rose Tro.il network and the coo.sto.l 

pl a i ns of ()ta ng Tm r r ovince. 

(c) Significcnt conte..cts - On 17 .April, Rccon/1-6 detonated a dc.isy 
ch~i n boobytrap consisting of six explosive c1.evices set at five meter int­
orv::i.ls. Two members of the platoon anc1 their interpreter were killed and 
t ~-10 US wer e wounr1cd . Oh 1.pril, D/ 1-52, killed six· NV.i.... and cmi tured three 
i.-J.(47 rifles i.11 two separ,-:i_te incidents. • 

c. Significant 8 ct i vi ty during Mey a 

(1) On 3 Mey, tho 5-46 Infcmtry cet sod comh:"t t oper2.tions c..nc1 began 
ste.nct- c1.own oper 2.tions irl preparation f or redeployment and deactivation. 
On tho s2me d cy, t he 4-3 L1f~ntry moved to FSB ~:r ofessional .:-n r:1 began 
comba t oper8.tions in Hi iJDLESEX .-E.J.~ with the 198th Brigac'!e. 

( 2) On 18 l-i:J.y t b.0 1-6 Infantr.r moved its hca::-1 quarters and Tactical 
Opera tions Centers fr om FSB Dottie t o Chu Lai. Dottie wns turned over to 
the 11th Briga de on 23 Mey. 

(3)_ Signific2.nt. cont2.cts - On 5 J\b.y, D/1-52 accounted for five NV.'1. 
killed. On 16 Hey nt 1105H, i./4-3 had a mechanical 8.Il1bush detonate kill­
ing four VC,, While conducting e2.gle flights near FSB St:inson on 26 Mn.y, 
C/ 1-52 killed f our VC 2nd gunships working with the company killec1 two 

m'.:!re. 

d. Significc:,nt e.ct ivity during June. 

(1) Reo.cting to :intelligence, the 198th conducted an unnr.mod oper­
a tion in the vicinity of LZ Center from 16-23 June., On the 16th, the 
4-31 Infantry from tho 196th Brigade boce..me O.Grn t o the 198th Brigac1e 
and inserted o. c:i: elerne,1."lt on LZ Genter. &tbsequently, they inserted 
three of their c0mpcnies in tho i.O for operntions. The 4-J BC'.. tto.lion 
set up n. Jump TOC on ~-..n Da o ( BT 145265) to conduct ope.r a tions in the aret:1 .• 
The multi-b- ,tt;..l on joint o··,erition w~'-S t ,.rgc tGd -~g.~. inst four· loc-C<l force · 
b::·.ttalions ~a nd elements of the V-16 .:;_:-;.,c,r Group., The ope·,·a tion was term­
inated -on 2.3 June af ter failing to produce and ·signif.~cant results. 

(2) Significant c0ntaots - ~t 082110 June, night observ:ition devices 
nt Hill -;[10 in the Northern Rocket - ocket sighted 25 VC with p~cks am~ 
weo.p ons. The tnrget wns eng:;_ged by Qu2.c1-50, .BJ.mm m0rtnr, rrtillery _and 

nships killinrr 1.3 VO. 12.ter, c.t 090.350 June, .8lrom morto.rs fr o~ Hill 
~O eng2.~ec1 thre~ VC, killing two. !a.t 103)H on the 27th, C/4-· .3 c1etc,m·,-ted 

ct boobytr2.p wOW1ding three US. 
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e. Other activities in Oper o.tion i'lIDDLES~X :i.KJC. 

(1)_ Tiw 4-3 I nf2.ntry, after j oining the 198th Brie;c:i.de, wo.s involved 
in no maJor c ·n t.:.'"'.cts. However, dtJ.e t ::: their mn er i or er.1pl oyment of the 
mechruiictl o.mbush, they wore extremely effective a s :; crmbo.t unit. The 
4-3 Infantry empl oyee: rr echanicals up t o 300-400 me t er s fr om their field 
l oco.ti ons. Us i ng the mech 2.n ical in an cffe11s ive r oll, the b~,tt8.lion n.cc... 
ounted for 21 enemy killec1 in t wo months. TI1is is 60% of the battdion I s 
t otnl kills. 

( 2) Ll thou gh it was not .:i. prim2.:ry goal, rice denic.7.l in the nrefl. of 
operation is o. continuD1g mission Md an in t egr2.l po.rt of nll operri.tions. 
In mc.rch of this year, implement:ing instructions were issued to the mo.n­
euver ba tto.lions directing th2.t, whenever possible, operations would be 
t ar ge ts on rice denial. Combat opernti ons , and especially eagl e flights 
in the l ow gr ound west of FSB Stinson, were very successful in ca pturing 
rice c2. ches of the enemy forces. Dur:ing Oper.~tion MIDDLESEX ~:&:JC, the 
198th BrigEde f orces c::-:.ptured 103,985 :)ounr:1 s of rice. 

(3) Dur:ing HIDDLESEX ~E.'JC, the 59th Land Clearing Company worked 
in the heavily minec~ arc2. around FSB Stin&in. Within three mr-nths, they 
cleo.rcd J,8p5 2.crGs in the Vinh Loe and Chau Nh2. i Village 2.re ,:--. s~ :.ctdit­
ionally , they cleo.rec1 1000 r.cres on the Bo.to.ngo.n Ieninsulr,. In the pro­
cess, they destroyec1. 129 bunkers, 4,250 meters of trench, 4,605 meter of 
tunn3ls o.nc1 ' 79 mines and boobytro.ps • 

12. ... (C} RESULTS 

Ei\TEM'Y VC KL., 

196 Bc~e 164 

198 Bc1.e 1.92 

TOT • .L 356 

NV •• KL. 

50 

55. 

105 

13 

ll 

24 

54 4 66 

44 1 .5.6 

98 5 122 

7 

9. 

16 

KI.i. i'1I.. ~iL.(E) WL.(M) Iw LOST CS'vl LOST 
F:,:t I EN DLY 

196 Bde '3'i 0 'KJ7 

198 ;Y e ll Q 18.8 

TOT .• L 50 0 395 

H.ICE D£NL.L TOT • ..L (198th Bde) - 108.330 lbs CIA. 

l.3. · (C) ..J]v1IlHSTIL..TIVE i'·i...TTIBS 

0 0 

38. 1 

38 1 

1 · th field was nccomplishec1 
(1) The mo.J· ority of the resupj_) Y 111 • e 

0 

a. 

0 

t~~ nnd lnrge shipments of 
by UILIH. Bulky i terns such ns c nncer ~n w:re be 
nmmuniti0n were slung by CH..47 • The only Fire Slpport tha t could re-
, ·, 1 . ed · by roe.,1 were .fuose loce.tec1 o.J. ong QLl • 
SUi.)P i,_tel .- B - :t'1 '. isl ( 

11 cu ; , es, : 
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( 2) The rifle componies in the field were resuppliec1 once every 
three day s in or der to rec.uce th" possibi11· ty f · · v o c~mprom1s1ng the comp£1.n-
i c s l oca ti ons by l anrU.ng helicopt'--rs • 

. (~) C 1,1b2.. t l c,,~_cl_s c,-i_rried by troops oper2.tim; in the field normally 
?onsiste~ r f three dc1.y s SUi)ply of C-Ro.tions anc1 o. one c::J.y I s su~i ply of 
Lillt~ R,1t1~n~, f ou:r t 0 seven quu.rts of W?.t er, ancl_ runmunition f or - we2.pons. 
The 2-.rnrm.m1t1on f or we -::-.pcns consisted of 15-30 mr.ge.zines loc-.c1ec1 with 18 
r ound s e a ch, 70 r ow1c1 s cf 40mm v.nc11000 r ounds of 7.62Inm per M--60. 

b. Mninten M ce . 

(1) .1.n occo..s i oncl shortage of repair parts hrunpered mnintennnce nt 
varirus times e Short:::.ges thn t occurred were wheeled vehicle po.rts, modules 
f or r n-~~i os, and bolts f or M-€:o machine guns. However, no short.:-i_ge devel­
oped tha t seriously hompered operations. 

( 2) Many of the mQinte2..11ce pr oblems thnt devel oped were t.h.e results 
of 0ld equipment mr:.l ~~cncti oning or f~iling after long periods of improper 
operr:. t ,'.Jr / orgcn izc. tion2.l ir,ain tem\nce. 

c. Trc~tment of Cr. suaJ.ties. Ca sual ties were initiully trer.ted by 
the mec1ic3.l c.1i c'Jilo.n ii"l the field, one: o.ir evc.cuated by helicopter t o the 
91st Ev;:-.cuo.tion or 27th Surr;ical Hospitals at Chu Lr.i. Lightly wounded 
personnel were hel r1 o.t the 23c1 Meclicnl Bc1.tt2+i0n. Serinusly wounded 
personnel were kept .:->.t one of the two h ospitals c.ni:-1 then evacuo.tcd to 
J npan or C0NU S. 

n. Tronsportc tion. 

(1) QLl W8.S the me.jor roac1:wo..y used. It wo.s o.n o.11-weo. ther two lone 
hir,hway ca pnble of carrying the heo.viest truck trnffic. Vehicle w;,.s the 
principal means of movement from Chu Lcli t ,'.) FSB Dottie (BS 6.32857) (1-6 
InfMtry). 

( 2) ,ill other tr2.nsportntion through0ut the T.:.OI wo.s either by ~1:! : gt~. t o ficlc1 locc1. tions. Supplies to compnnies in the field were, 

(3) Since the oper.:i.tir nal m-ec.. wo. s mostly in _m·-unt.:,inous ~;rr:,.in 
transportnti -:,n for combc'l. t troops to nnd from the field wns provicted bji, 

DH-1H-. 

e. Ccmm.unico.tions. No critico.l problems wer~ encountered with 
c rirrnnunicntions. Ec,ch rifle compony hL,d o. J, RC-77 wi t1;- n 1~-.38 for seoure 
communico. tions with res~) ecti ve bo.ttnlion C .. • Bo.tt8.l1nn C .. s ~1;,r:1 secure 
ond Jlo.in text corrnnunico. tion with Drig<1.c.e Hendqu2.rters. ~d10 teletype . 
cn~nications were mo.intnined between Brignde 2nd bo.tta~l.r'ns hend~arters, 
however this proved t o be Scmewhat unrelinble clle t c mnmten.:uice ~1ff­
icultie~ with the tele'bn ;e. Routine tra ffic wa. s po. ssed between Brigade 

nnd Bntto.lion by menns of VHF. 

(U) s .. ECLJ,, ECJUL-MEJ.1T .. .i~D TECHNIOUES. N 'Jne • . 14. 
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15. (C) CCMMAl'JJ)_~..'_~ANALY rs: 

a . Enemy Tactics Emp}oyed' The enemy ·th· th · wa f d · 
1 

• wi in e are9. of operation 
s oun in sma 1 groups never larger than olatoon size For th t 

part the :ne~iy~s principl e a ctivity was in the area of r;sup·Jly e~os 
were no sigrnficant e.viemy initiated conta cts during th 

1 
t '· • 

0
:e The 1 t f • e repor ing period. 

_ ;mp oyrnen °. mine s and boobytraps continued to be a favorite enen 
t a d .. Lc. These nnnes and boobytraps were placed on and near t ·1 rry 
a a ,·.r ro c1. d " 1 1 rai s, secon-

~J. _. c. Wc.,ys, previous Y used LZ s and in areas of caches or other VG 
f a-:?1l.1.t1es. 'Ihe enemy 21-;-ibushed frien ·'ly forces whenev r th ·t t· 
~ ,-,--,,,., ~ 1 t · d . 8 . e SJ. ua ion 
qe . • .. J_ ucra ive an e..moloyed srnpers to good advt:1.ntage Ho v th vT' \r -· , . . . .. C • WO er, e 

~/ - k !-, w1.ttnn the ~rea ~f operation generally avoided US forces operating 
i ~i tl~! fj_eJd 0 ';belr p~imc.ry targets wero the GVN paci_fication villages 
~id .. u.- . and PF Ors. Iman try and sapper t.:1.ctics were u·scd against OPs and 
t,:r~or~8111 wo. s used 2.gc1.inst p2.cification villages. Attacks age.inst US nnd 
P~ 1r.s f•re 1

'"c e c: w r o 'l t d ff d · '" -.. - -:.1. ,'''-• 0 
.,., • e e m st, Y s an o r-.n diversionary in nature 2.s the pri-

m,:1r:;, o ,., ,a~~,.s ag2.1nst GVN t c.rgets took plo.co. Jnfrequontly, mo.m force _ 
~8.p~1?~ 'J.n :'<:~ 3,~ ~on~ucted _:-t te.cks agr-.inst fire b2..ses. Armament of th~ enemy 
inc~_U,i.Jd 1~::.1· , ; SI1.S c:i.rid !''I-16 rifles; K-54 pistols; 60mm, 81mm and 82mm 
mcc,;o_r·s; ~,. ·:-·,:n reco:ll.less rifles; B--40 o;.1d S-41 rockets;: 140nm. .:md 12anm 
re., :_ .:'°. •? :~s; s·.'. '~~hcl charges and hand_ gern.J.des ; h ·ng,.,_i.ore t or pedoes· v:trious 
c£,~U.r.Jer mo.~'.nine guns 2.nd homemade mines QJld boobytri'_ps. · 

o~ 1.".::>1endly Tnctics: Friendly to.ctics omploy0d were primnrily 
dic·::;~tcd by enemy t,,::,_ctics 2.nd 2.cti vi ty, nl though -'.'. second2-.ry fo.ctor wc1.s 
the E::Y.pcJ.:1iod o.rc2. of responsibility due to unit inactivations. friw.11 
unit ·c.r1ctlcs proved to be r:1ost effective, both in tho offensive and defon­
si'1c1 o..spGcts of countor-guerrillu ,rc>.rf;:_re 2.nd in light of present enemy 
cJ.cti v:i:'sy, The inf.::u1try squc.d, or h2.lf n plntoon size element, was found 
to hJ tho ideo.l sized force v.s it en r•.bled commcndors to s,;turnto lnrge 
2.1'.'or.s ,,nd deny the o.nomy freedom of movement. In addition, the use of 
the :nn12h2nica l 0J:1bush in the offonsi ve role o.llowed the squad to cover noro 
torr:U:,ory. Mnnuevoring in squo.d-sized forces cno.bles a unit to move 
clandestinely through 2n arco.. This hc. s severc,l 2.dvv.nt2,gcs, Obviously, 
it nffords tho unit better results iil c.l.r'rushcs o.nd rc,.ids when surprise 
is onploycd. But, by tr:_• voling undotoctod, _the sqund also prohibits the 
enemy fr0::1 eraploying such f 2.vorite kcts as sniping rJld empi2.cing h2.s-cy 
boobytrnps. Both of these o.nemy U\Ctics have monncod lo.rger friendly force:e. 
Forces sr:iaJ.ler thr.n soU:'.c'l.--- size could bo effecti vq but comrnruiders would 
experience control c.ncf conrru.nicn tion problems. Thero arc four types of 
sr.ic1.ll unit opero.tions which have proved to be tho most succ0ssfu.l. These 
o.re tho Mbush, both r.icnned c.nd moch;:nic2.l, rnid, englo flight, r.nrl cor-
don c..nd sco.rch. The !'..10ch2.nicnl c.ml::ush ho.s beconc :-.1oro effective th;-i_n the 
r:mnned runbush boc"_use it is nuch more difficult to detect. Howcvor, nonnod 
Ollltushes ::-.re producing fo.voro.blo rosul ts .u:-a 2.ro s~i:!,l us'?d extonsi vcly. 
Night r i, ids h c1. ve nlwys been o. useful tnctic. Striking vill;-,_go rnd ham.lot 
o.ro2.s during the e-~_rly hours of the norning usuo.lly cntchcs loccl guerrillne 
by surprise. Tho E:t .,10 Flight, onothcr ~o~n of the rnid, hn~ produced 
excellent rosul ts, both in fino.ing ;-,nd fixmg tho en~ ~na 111 uncovor~g 
his weapons Md rice c2.ches. The cordon c..nd search ~s noroo.1.~y acconplishod 
by o. pln toon or co:a 1?.DY size~1 force. The uso of Nat1onc.l Pol~co o.nd 
Provincial Reconno.iss·-_nce; Units [·.s the s0[1.rch element bocrune 1opulnr. Not 
only did these units ovorconc the lMguc:: ~e bc-.rricr ! but they nlso woro 
r.ioro cJ.dopt 2.t uncovering the locnl guoJ"rilln. c1nd his cr.ches. 
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c. Civic Action nnd PSYOPS ·Effectiveness. 

(1) Psy~~ologfo;,.1. OperF>. tions during Op0ra tion MIDDLESEX PEAK are 
best chu.racterizod 2.s bemg 0. successful application of PSYOPS progremin 
through constc".l'l.t awr.renoss. and clo~e coordination with S-2 and s..3 in g 
response to the ever ci;':llgmg tacticcl and intelligence situa tion. The 
1~8-tl: Brigade Chieu Hoi campaign acll?,ered to a progr~.m of irmediate interr­
,ogntion °: the Hoi 9h.J.nh. Leanets a.na recordor! broadcasts wero developed 
f :.·om the int~rogo.t1Ct1s oncl then .. carel'ully brgeted._o.t the Hoi Chonh • a 
.(c:.r,ner. area ~~ or er,p,tion. This acti~ty wo.s supplet1en.ted when possible 
':±-~. ive Hoi Chnnh_ ~02.dcasts using ·e4,:her the 11Enrlyword" co.pnbility or 
in-. ght broadcasts l'..bom:-d -tha...organic -P$YOPS helicbpter. Systemntic tar­
geting ·~ :.s confuc~ through close coordineti<m wi~ tho S-.3 in response 
fo tncti~.l opere:ttons and the S-2 in response to intelligence reports. 
~'heraes. in~~p.ing. stc1nd:-.rc cti;eu _Hoi inst~ctions, dE!Ilortliz .:c tion, ospeci.."\lly 
m con.Juncti':1\ with r.ir and iir-t.illery strikes, an.a pr anise of raor1ical care 
n.n1 2. new life ·,\lrlc'l.er the GVN -were used. All of the abovo resul tee'': in the 
198~n 4£~:--:cry Bri~cl.e e.ocounting for c1. total of 100 Hoi Chenh in the .AO 
during Opc:r:-e.tion __ MIDDI,F.SEX PE.AK. 

\ 
(2) &lcces\es: 

\ 
la) Che partioUlerly significant success was the Volunteer Infornant 

PrC'g--cen 2nd the l arge 2I:1ount of orcnnnce e.nd explosives recoverer'.• Employ­
k g 2.erial broaccl'-sts, lenflet drops, nnc~ tvo highW[',y broe.c!cast teans along 
QL 1, vast quantities of ordn2.nce were received. The rrincipnl. suceoss 
facto:- in this progrru:;i \.12.S the fine rapport the HB tecJms wero able to 
est2.hlish with tho loc '.'1. populace. 

' 
(b) Another PSY0:2S success was in the nrea of Vietnat1izntion of PSYOPS 

tc"'.rge-f:.ing and nissions. Beginning 1 Hv.rch 71, PSYOPS r.1issions prep[',red 
rnc1 .:'lo-wn by Binh Son and Son Tinh District Hea.c1cparters nna tho 2d ARVN 
DilT"l::don were initiated for a totc-u of over 6o hours of P-SYOPS broadcasting. 

(c) ·:In the nreo. of Civic .~ctions, continued success v -. s notod in 
the Mcdce.p \I progrr.n. More emphr-.sis -was pl~ced on tro.ining the V~etne.oese 
raedicn.l counte~o.rt personnel rather thnn on patient tre:i:tment to :insure 
tha~ ~e Vietn,...~es~ will bo cGpnble of continued tre.::::tnent following US 

re<leployment. · 

., (d) Vietnemiz2.t.4on of solf-help projects W'.S clso eophn.sizod. -1:-tt.-o'l"ta--.. 
_"-......_ wre n2..te to insure tho.t e.11 Vietrwnese chnnnels ho.d been exhnustod prior 

'· ..._ , to -donation of US mder:k-u.s fl.nd assistc~.nce. Progress on o~.ch proj9ct-was 
monitored closely by 1occl officicl.s o.nd S-5 perso~el to msu.ro tho.t 1:1.a~ •• 

eric;-us -were not boing lost e.s the. result of corruption. ,. 

(3) Failures: Conduct of the Chiou Hoi c.:-npo.ign \lf,S some\Jhat impede.cl 
~e to it p-·.rtinl oreakc~own in the report~g proce,~.~ s Cf! inecning Hoi 
Ch nh through Viotnnoose Ch.'.:Dnels. This resulted ll1 in1tW contact nnd 
in~orrogi:1tions with sone.Hoi Chans not being ma.do until sovort\l dn7a or 

l. 
· _,_ ---er the __..ctntl rru.1Y a['tc. &.,,pid cxploitntion of these 

severe> vel.a\.s cu." · c. • · • ~ . • ibl 
Hoi Ghanhs

1 
a rocpisi to for effective PSYOP.S, w s- 1.nposs e. 
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(4) Lessons Lo.:,.rnoc : 

(u) In tho f c1. ce of c on tinue c1 US r (Y'epl oynent, 2. shift shoulr'. bo 
Ii11"'..c1o fr o.rn long tor: . _to sh ~rt t er .n sel f - hel p pr 0jcct s t o o.voi c1 units be ing 
force t o l eave proJects inconplete t u e t o standown or unit novonont. 

(b) I t is inpcr,.tive thn. t h i ghwr.y broo.dc ·,st t oo.ms conducting Vdun­
~o~~ ~nforrn,:. t Pr ~gr .::.r-1 o~er ~t~ons be EOD quo.lificd or be o. cc mpnniod by tra ined 
1.11 .ivic1unlso This wou l u 11in1.ni zc danger t o civilie.n :ma. n ilito.ry personnel 
when collect i ng boobytro..) S 2.11d nntcr k ls. -

d. Over".11 l~cJ.ysis; Th e succe ss of n f o-ur month 1oper 2.tion in the 
p2cifi cc:ti0n ')f Vi ot;.1. C1J1 is c'. ifficult t o judge. However , t."1e ro wGre inc icr-. .:. \ , 
tion s thnt cnn tinu ed offorts of 2.llied force s in MIDDLESEX PE..K pr o,..,'tuced \ 
f n. vorable results . 'lhe encny 's food short2go s bocmne r.10ro criticnl ::i. s ho 
h nc1 t o use r.i or c '"'f h i s .f,, rce s f , r f ood p eduction rn c1 trnnsp r:,rt..'ltion, rob~ · 
ing hjJ-n oi' conbo.t tr oo1J s . Due t :i o. ct i ve p2.trnlling in the pic•~.r.1ont by 
fr i on( l y f crcos , the cnc..-:iy n'> l onger h<'.. c1 free r. ccoss t o f ooc1 supplies in 
t he c c2. s t ,:-- l ~l nins. Pe.rtly ·:-1ue t o c,1sunlties inflictod by friencUy f orces, 
the cncr.1;1T 1-.r2. s known t •') be short of persnnncl. Sonc uni ts were being dis­
h:.".. nc1. ec1 t o roinf 0rco ot hers. Sone units becru:1.e conb-1 t ineffective bec2.nse 
of pe:rs.,nnel shortc::.gcs. Th ere were r.1211y f a ctors c c-ntril:uting t o t he enemy's 
probl8;::i s wh ich 2cr e beyrn c'. t he scope of this report. However, effective 
~1.e·..:t.r2..liz ;-, t i ':ln of cner.1y f r- rce s, denic-.1 r f ene:.iy LOG I s nnr1 se curity of 
fr ic-nc.U.y LOG ' s eJ..1 l ec1 t o 2. succe s sful oper 2.tion. 

16. (C) REC <liMEKD.:i.TI CT:1S 

'- • It is r c c:.:u-.1e n(1c~1 t ho.t un its ccntinuc t o t e.il '"lr their f 'Jrces to 
· i nt crc1 ict t he onCIJY by Dc 2.ns of smcll unit t a ctics. !'.r:i.bJ.shes ruid p2.tr0.lling 
sh">uld be o:1rh2.sizecl, :end frequent nov" s t o 2.voi c'. conpromise of ri. position. 
Re suppl y ,1 iscipline sh •)IJ.lc1 c c,ntinue t o be stro sser1. 

b
0 

It is r o c c::.1r.1cn ·1 ec1 thci. t units continue t o cpcrnte prec\ .. ninc.tly 
in the pie/':I:1nnt .? . .re r. ~- f their ,~O,, They shoulc1 n ove t o p0pul~~d lowl2..nc.s 
only whe n t c1r ge t ec1 e.~ 0.inst specific intelli~ence. Further, _ 1-h:s sh -uld . 

. be d')Ile ,.,nly when the unit utilizes t e chniques that r.ffor f n ;:-.xlllUr!l surpri~e . 
such as e 2.6le flights ._~_rn'. night r ::>.ir1 s. 

Co US un i t s 2.t Brignde level nnd higher sh .. ulc". t::tke a r.1c ~o .:::~tive 
r ole in co or ,: ina t ing ".nc1 8.ssisting the . ..RVi'! f o~c~s _i

0 nc1 _the t~rrit~ri~l 
f orce s in nchie ving c'. gre2.ter ,1egree of cmpE1.t1bi11ty l.Il their pL,nnmg 
o.nc1 in their naneuver. To this en c:'. iJWP,. in li~u. of US, shoul r:' bo. .enccur­
o.gcd t o ~, ssist tcrritorid f orces in their training and c0nduct ·~f oper-

a tions. 

·uni· ts t · ult in t o on nre~, shculc'. n ot r<x1<'-in in the (1. th8. C' l.r 2. SSE'. t ff . 
- vicinity nf thG LZ f or _-,:.::,re th.:'Jl 24 h ours except t 9 cc-nduc o ensi vo 

oocr2tions such ~s m bushes. 
J; • 

rocei vecl by troo~·s in CONUS sh,uld enphnsizo tho f'ollow.ing: c. · Tra ining 

( ) ~ 1 t n i'ze o~e1·ctions with live fire exorc~ses. 1 Squ2.d ,'"'.!1Cl fl ~ 0 0 - s 
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(4) Less on s Lo~rnod: 

(o.) In the f ci. ce of c ontinue ,1 US re,'eploynent, a shift. shoulc'. bo 
mr.do fr om lo~g ter,.1 . t o sh~rt term self-help pr0jects to o.void units being 
f orced t o leu.ve proJe cts J.11c or.1pleto c~ue t o stMdown or unit movenent. 

(b) It is :i.r.1por 2. tivc thn. t highwc,W broo.c1cr'. st toe.ms conducting Vdun­
~ec~ ~nf orm2. t Pr ~gr m,1 0per~.tions be EOD quo.lified or be o.cce;npo.nied by trained 
ini i vic1uc1.lso This would rnninizo dnngor to ci vilie.n :incl nilifo.ry personnel 
when collecting boobiJtrc1.p s 2nd nnteri~ls. 

d. Over,c.ll l~nalysis; The success of o. f ollJ:' month 1oper2tion in the 
po. cificc1. ticm of Viotncu:.1 is c'\ifficult t o judge. However, there wore inc-:icr-.~ ·\ 
tions th1:'. t continued efforts of nllied forces in MIDDLESEX PE;.K pror'tuced \ 
i'r-i.vora.ble results. The encny 1 s food shortage s boco.rnc more critionl ;:i.s ho 
h ac1 to use more ':)f his f ,1rces f ,, r f ood p · oduction rn c1 trnnsp C'lrt.-i.tion, rob~· 
ing him of conbo.t troops. Due t J o.ctive p2.trnlling in the pie(nont 'cy 
frien( ly f crces, the Ol1C!7Y no l ong0r h<'..cl. free o.ccess to foo,1 supplies in 
the c oe.s te.l pl a ins. P8.rtly ("7Ue t o ca. sunl ties inflicted by friencUy forces 1 
t hE. cncr,1y 1,,.rc. s known t o be short of persnnnel. Sor.10 units w0r0 being dis­
bnnc.ed t o roinf0rce others. Sone units beco.no comh1 t inoffectiv0 becEmse 
of pe:rs ,,nnol short.::.gos., There were r.i.My factors cc-ntriruting to tho enemy's 
pr c,bler:1. s which c1.re beyrn c1 the scope of this report. However, effective 
ne·l-1.,c.r2.liz2ti 0n of 0ner.iy f orces, denic.l cf ene::iy LOG' s nn,1 security of 
friendly LOG' s .~J. led to 2. successful operation. 

16. ( C) RECCMMN\ 1).tTims 

c.. ,. It is roc ~:1new1c'.:1 that units ccntinuo to te.il,,r their f'lrces to 
·interc'1 ict the enemy by no2.ns of sm2ll unit tactics. h:iblshes nnd p2.tr01ling 
shnuld be enph2.sized, ;,.nd frequent nov(., s t o <1.voic1 c0:r.1promise of 8. position. 
Resupply ,i_iscipline should cc-ntinue to be strossm1. 

b., It is roccLu·1cn-'. ec1 thc1.t units continue to cpernte pre,~:. Hinatly 
in the pie,':.r:1rmt 2.re r-. c,f their ,~Oe They shoulc1 n ove to p0pul.2.ted lowlands 
o:nly when t a rgetec1 c!.~:~_inst specific intelli~ence • Further, _ th~s sh :uld . 
be c1'Jl1e 0nly when the unit utilizes techniques that nfforr' nr-.XJ.f.1Ur!l surprise . 
such as 02.gle flights :_~_nc'. night r::>.ir'.s. 

Co US units 2.t Brigade level c1.nd higher sh .ulc1 t-'J.ke a r.K~e c:.~tive 
rola in coorr'.inating o.ncl 8.ssisting the . .RVN fo~c~s .Pnc1 .the t~rrit~ri~l 
forces in nchieving C'. gre2.ter degree of com.pnt1bi11.ty l.Il their pL,nnmg 
o.m1 in thoi;r r.J.aneuver. To this en~1 1.RW,. in li:u. of US, shmlc' ~ sinccmr­
nged to assist territori.c'-1 forces in their training o.nd c0nduct Jr oper-

ations. 

·uni· ts th t · ult in t o 2n nrea shoulc'. not rcn<'-in in the cl. 8. 2. 1.r fl.SSH ff · 
· , vic:mity nf the LZ f or :·Jc,re th2J1 24 hours except ta ccnc1uct o ensi vo 

operati~ns such as rnbushes. 

recel.. vec1 by troo~·s in CO:NUS slFuld enph2.size the following: 
c. ·Training 

(1) 
· t· with live fire exercises. Squ.2.d .~.nd [il<1.toon-s1.ze o~er". ions 
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, . 

(2) i~ic~: f ire t echniques . 

(3) Detoctim c--f n ines 2..nd boobytre.ps. 

(4) ..:"-rah1sh techniques. 

CHLRLES R. 3-iIT"H 
Colonel, rn 
Commanc1. ing 
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D. , Headqu rte rs, • I r Corps , . 
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ort: l-!IDDL ... -.3, , _; K (riAc;·J-.32 
• I .ll'f J.:J. -

96349 1 2 AUG ~)~ .. 
~-

(R2)) 

t tes }ili t~ ry ssistance Comr1and , Vietnam, 
•• :i: q6'.222 

Thrae copies of Co bat After ct.' on :~e:;:ort 1~IDDL S , n K are for\.l'arded 
with th . fol:owing comnents : 

a . • clferenc..., pnr;es 6-8, paragr aph 4: rhis orrler of battle listing 
is uprarently b, sE>d pri ::i rily on agent reports , t'nl diffe rs considerably, 
in t eris of locations and str,=-neths fro ,1 ~ • V Cor;,s OB holdinrs. XXIV 
Corps l holdine;s a re based on all calla te ral sources . . ,:rv Corps con­
side rs a-., nt reports to be the least raliable source . 

b . Refe rence pqfe 14, p&ragrcph 1 Sc (3): ARVN procecsine of Ho i 
Chanh i s often a source of frustrat on to US PSYOP personnel uho nor­
mally produce 11 quick r eaction" medi .::. on ralliers. ARV~ does not always 
fo llow _stablished time frames for interrogation and exploitation of 
Hoi Ghanh. US units may exploit ralliers after they arrive at the pro­
vince Cbieu :.oi Center . If . ;t1.7!' consider a '{oi Chanh to be of significant 

SYOP ,ralue, they .rill exploit hi:ci according to FOL'! R conce!)ts. 

FO <. ':', ..... C:O, ., _ ID~. : 

1 Incl 
as 

y:-: ~?'· 
J. F SUDA, JR. 
CP1 ,A DA 
i4 cl Assl A 
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