- -
L A

F.—n._ ST e .;_ e,

A e oz _

DEPARTMENT OF THE TARMY -
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VWIETHAM
AFD SAN FRAMCOISCOD B&65375

S Zecerper 1970

o wanmn, Lester o 'r:_*._ns:i"ﬂ‘tﬁl

e b i L

R s L R
dasningwon, Jad.
—rr e

ki el m -.-'-.l -.Jrﬁ 'ITH.-I.--I-

elsd

Tre=msitied @ereditnh 2z one nnit Combat etiop Report on the -.F-in??.i TaT

i A
Ll E‘? Jan

amprdesl Myizion F

- 7. Tebh 68, This remort is sulritted b Zsadoua-iers

for rour information.
l_,.{j;‘:?éé

J.'\.-L-E J—H .R:l:.j

L.._l.-_-r -.1'1-'-‘
Coomand IMstorisn

"'ﬂ i -\,.. it T8 -"-""'i e T TR

§aTE 3 o R
P .r‘,"u' ek - n. Hiiehe S

S e e R R T O N R

- 5o ' 4. - 5
T :-"\. .'I * vy - "u 1.-1 i n L
FRL %
T Fob P Lok R !
s e SR L e e B



CONFOENTIAL

HEATQUARTERS AMRRICAL DIVISTION
APQ 8an Francisco 9637L

AVDF.GC _ 5 fpril 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Action Report (ROS AVRF-GC=1)

Commarding Gersral
III Marire Amphibious Force
APO 96602

1. TYFE OF OFERATION: VC/NVA TET OFFSNSIVE.

2. DATES OF OFERATION: 290001 Jamuary — 142400 February 1968,

3. IOCATION: Soubthern I Corps Tactical Zome.
L. CCMMAND HEADCUARTERS: Americal Division
5. HREFCRTING OFFICER: '

Division Commarnder: MG Samuel W. Hoster

11tk It Inf Ede Commander: EBG Andrew Lipacomb

196th It Inf Ede Commander: COL Iouis Gelling

192th It Inf Bde Commander: COL James R. Waldie

3d Brigade, jth Inf Div Commander: £CL Ceorge E. Wear

1st Sgdn, lst Cav Commander: ITC Walter . Cousland

Bivision Artitlery Commander: COL Mason J. Young Jr.

6., TASK CRCANTZATION:
11th 1t Inf Bde
3d Bn, lat Inf
4th Bn, 3d Inf

1st Bn, 20th Inf i
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 AVDF-GC
SUBJECT: Combat Action Report (RCS AVDF-GC-1)

éth Bn, 11th Arty

Troop B, 1at Cav
196th 1t Inf Bde

2@ Bn, lst Inf

3d Bn, 21st Inf

3d Bn, 824 Arty

Troop F, 17th Cav

Troop C, 7th Sgdn, 17th Cav
196th It Inf Bde

1st Bn, 6th Inf

1st Bn, 45th Inf

1st Bn, 52 Inf

lat En, lith Arty

Trocp H, 17th Cav
3d Bde, hth Inf Div

Ist Bn, lith Inf

Lth Bn, 31=t Inf

1st Bn, 35 Inf

2d En, 35th Inf

2d Bn, 9th Arty
Troop ¢, 1=t Sqdn, 1Cth Cavy
Ist Sodn, lst Cav
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AVDF-GG .
SUBJECT: Combat Action Report (RCS AVDF-GC-1)

Division Artillery
3d Bn, lbth Arty
3d Bn, 18th Arty

7. SUPPRTIING FORCES: Not Applicable

g, DITELLIENRCE: a, Pdz and documshts caobured in QUANG NGATI apd QUANG
TTN provinces during Nov and Dsc 67 indicated there would be a large of-
fensive in these areas during early 1963, Refsrences wers made to LF/MF
untts combining with MR=5 elemerts in a camraign to "expand-the VG con~
+rolled areas". To aid this campasign & vressurlized conacrdivtion drive to
recruit everyons between the ages of 16 and 35 was Initiated between 10
Nov apnd 15 Jan 68 to "moblize human resources to mest the requirements

of the batilefield". A Hoi Chanh, formerly a VC company commander stated
that QUANG NGAI CITY wWould be atkcked during esrly 1968 br all the forcea
in GUANG MCOAT Province. During the peried 20-25 Jan 68 a buildup was nobized
in the area west of TAM KY CITY and in the vicinity of Base Area 121. A
PW captured during an engagement with the 724 IF En vieinity BT 2020 on

27 Jan stated there would be seven coordimated attacks in the TaM KY/CEU
1AT area in the next few days. On 30 Jan 68, attacks using morvars and
small arms were initiated against the District Headquariters of THANG BINH,
and OUE SON, BEINH SON, and NGHIA HANH Bistricts, CUANG 'CGAL City: and
against US forward bases located at 1Z ROSS (BTO235) and LZ BAILDY (BT1345).
On Jan 31 68, ensmy forces initisted grourd/mortar/rocket attacks through-
out the Americal Aren of Operations with mijor ground efforts against

TAM XY and QUANG NGAI Gitiea and an attack by fire against CHU IAT Alr-
fimld, CHU IAT Airfield received 48 x I22me rockets and a large nurber

of &2mn mortar rounds resulting in three aircraft destrayed, ten aireraft
damaged and the destruction of twe bomb dumps and an ammo duwmp. At TAM

KY City the eremy employed the 165th LF Bn, 70th MF Bn, 72d LF Bn, T7ith

MF Bn and six LF Companies in a two vronged ground attack directed at

the Regions) Forpes/District Headquarters and the 6th ARVN Regt Has. At
QUANG NGAT City enemy forces contrelled by the VO GUAMG NOAI (F) Hqs Unit
imdtiatec a Four pronged mortar/frourd attack using LP/MF/NUA units. The
LOAth MF-Sapper Bn spearheaded arthrust against the MACV/2d ARVN Div Com-—
pound and the QUANG MGAI Jail., The 8lst IF Bn, £3¢ LF Bn, 120th ¥F Momtag-
nard Bn, LOlst Regt Has and the 506A:LF Szpper Co attacked the Lth ARVN
Regt Hga and 2d ARVN Div Training Center at QUANG NGAT Aiprfield. The 4Bth
1F Bn and 95th LF Sapper o combined to attack the RF-PF Training Center and
the bridge north of CUANG NGAI City. The 107th NVA AA Bn was positicned
west of QUANG WGAT City to protect withdrawing elememts, Six other LF
companies were used to reinforee units during the attack,
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SUBJECT: Combat Action Report (RCS AVDP-GC-1}

bB. The 2d RCK Mar Bde engaged a large enery foree, identified as the
V=25 IF Bn and the G-12 LF o at BT1459 on 2 Feb 68. On 5 Feb 68, the
Amarieal Division Headouarters received 14 rounds of 122mm rockets at
2322 hours. The 24 ARVN Div supported by Americal gunships comtacted a
large enery foree idemtified as the 40th Co/4Oéth ¥MF Sapper En, north-
west of QUANG HGATI City. On 7 Feb 68, the Chu Iai Airfield received 6
rounds of 122mm rockets, and the 2d ARVY Div supported by Amerieal gun-
ships contacted a large ensmy force scuth of QUANG MGATL City which was
identified as the 834 IF Bn. On 9 Feb 68, Americal Div units engaged the
21th NVA Regt, GK-31 AR Bn and GK~35 Sapper/Recon En of the 2d NVA Div
south of HOI AN RIVER (ETOLSL -~ BT9954). On 11 Feb 68, Americal Forces
contacted the L3th LF Bn at BS7280 in Operation MUSCATIME, At 204LAF,
1} Feb 68, the CHU IAT Airfield received twelve rounds of 122mm rockets.

¢, Significant imtelligenece facts pained Southerm T Gorps Tactieal
Zone,

{1) The 105th IF Bn moved aeross provineial boundaries for the first
time to carticirate in the attack on TAM KY.

{2} District forces moved out of their Districts to varticirate in
larger scaled attacks.

(3) NV4& were used as fillers for IF units for the first time ard to
reinforee LF/MP units.

() & large number of the attackers in the TAM KY attack were youths
between the agea of 14 and 19 who had besn recruited anywhere from one week
to two wenths prior to the atlack.

{5} For the first time the B-41 RL {RFC-7) was employed against friend-
1y elememnts in QUAMG FMEAI (P). '

(6) The V=58 Assault Rifles of Czech manufacture were cartured
displaying a refiremert over the AK-47 with & simpler construction with
no loas of accuracy or firepower.

9. MISSIONS: The Amepieal Division mizeion was to conduet offensive oper-
ations against MYA/VC forces south of SONG DY LaM, SCMG DIEN BIMH, and

SOMG CAU IAU and cormtinue current orerations in WHEEIER /WALLOWA AC, MUSCATTME
AC, DUC PEO AQ and CHU IAX TACR.

CONEIBENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Action Report {RCS AVEF-01C-I)

10. CONCEFT OF OPERATIONS:

PHASE I: 35d Bde, 4kh Inf Div was to cortinue WRERIERAMIIONY mission
and initiste operations nortiwest from LZ BAILY to the northern Americal
Div boundary; estzblish fire support base within an extended AQ and eon-
tinue operations porth and nortiwest in coordination with the 24 ROK Mar
Bde. 196th Lt Inf Bde deploy 1 Pn to IZ BAIDY and continue epermtions in
WHEETER /WALLOWA AO. 198th 1Lt Inf Bde comtinue operatioms in CHU TAT TACR
and MUSCATINE AO. 1lth It Inf Bde continue epsrations in DUG PHO AC.

FHASE IT: 3d Bde, Ath Inf Div was te continue operations in WEERTER/
WALLOWA. AO and south of SONG DY IAM and SCWG CAU IAU rivers: eonduct a com=
bat assanlt to establish a second Fire supnort basze in the extended A(.
198th Lt Inf Bde continued operations in CHU IAT TACR and MUSCATTIE 40.
1ith 1t Inf Bde eontinued operations in DUC PHO AD.

11. EXECUTION:

a., The Americal Division eontinued on 29 January 1968 to conduct
offensive operations, with light eontact, in the CHU TAT PACR and the DUC
PHO AQ to loeate and destroy MVANC mein and local force umits, Cperations
WHEFAER /WALIOWA and MUSCATINE comtinued with ligkt contact.

b. During the early morning hours of 30 January 1968, Americal Units
received mortar and recoiless rifle fire on LZs ROBS, BAIDY, COLT, ANY,
and DRAGON. TAC Air and artillery continued to engage known and susrected
lecations.

¢. At approximately Q405 hours on 31 Jesmary 1968 the Americal Division
{Chu: Lai Defense Command) received a rocket attack. Damage to MAG=12 was
four WHA with aix buildings and five aireraft hit., MiG-13 suffered two KHA
and five WH" with eight airecraft hit. At the same time that the CIDC was
under rocket attack, the city of TAM KY came under mortar and smll arms
attack. Troop C, lst Sgdn, lst Cav as well as flare shipe, gunships, and
artillery were employed in support of ARVH units at TAM XY. While both
CIDC and TAM KY were under attack VC/NVA forces conducted a mortar and
ground attack at QUANG NGAT. Gunships were sent to QUANG HGAI to support
ARVN forces in that area,

d. On 1 Februsry 1968, a vair of gunshipas were sent to assist ARVYW

forees in repe a mortar and ground sttack on the QUANG NGAT Adrfield.
Uperations WHERIER A and MUSCATINE comtinmed with moderate comtact.
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2. OUn & February 1968 the division comtinued to econduct orerations
in the CHU 1AL TACR armd DUC PHC AD with 2ight eontact. Operations WERI-
ER/UALLOWA and MUSCATTMNE continued with light comtact. Tn response to the
enemy threat which devéloped in the DA MAND area, the Division vrepared teo
shift ferces to the north.

T+ On 3 Febroary 1968 there was no significant activity.

g+ The 11th Light Infantry Srigade assumed comtrol of cveratiom
MUSCATINE from the 198th Light Infamtry Brigade on 4 February 1968. Amerieal
Division continues to conduct offensive operations with only I1ight contact
resulting.

k. At 2320 hours, 5 Pebruary 1968, the CIDC received aoproximately
14 rounds of 122mm rocket fire. Results of the rocket atdack were 12 WHA
and glight damape to installations. '

1. The Amerdical Division staged a show of force on & February 1964
in QUANG MGAI City, Eight APC's and two Infartry Platoons moved through
the city to the QUATG NGAI Airfield, four of the APG’s and twe platoons
remined overnight for further exvloyment if required. No enemy contact was
made and action throughout the AC remained light. .

J+ As 2 result of the enery threat which develaored by the 2d NVA Div
tovement north toward the DA WANG area, and the contirmued threat in that
area, the lst Bn, 6th Inf began movement by air to the area immediately
south of DA NANG. Upon arrival of the 1st Bn, &th Inf in the DA NANG area,
they weres placed OPCON to the 1st Marines Division.

k. The 1st Pn, 6th Inf completed its movement imto the area immediately
south of DA NANG on 8 February 19%8 and was immediately followed by the deploy-
ment. of the 2d Bn, 1st Inf to tle same area. As z result of the cormitment
of two battalion size foreea into the DA NANG area TF Miracla was formed from
division resources as a control headauartees and placed OPCOY to £he ist
Harine Division.

1. At approximately O945 hewrs on 9 Pebruvary 1963, slements of the
3d Bde, ith Inf Div engaged an estimted NVA reinforeed plateon in the vicinity
of BIOCC354. Subsequermtly, a2t 1046 hours a company size elsment of the
brigade became heavily engaged with a lJarge NVA force, Wumerous comtacts
made by elements of the two battalions which closed in the ares resulted in
heawy fighting threughout the day. Action began to subside =t 1900 hours
and by 2000 howrs 211 contact wes broken. The results of this heavy contact
were 30 US WHA (evacuated)}, and 99 WHA (minor) with 291 Wva KTA, &3 Trdividual
and 13 Crew Served weapons captured.

&
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SUBJECT: Combat Action Repert (RCS AVDE-GO-1)

m. At OL17 hours on 10 February 1968 the 1lth lLight Tnfantry Brigade
headguarters loecated st LZ ERCNCO came uwnder attack. As a result of the
VC employment of mortars, grenades, am‘t satchel charges there was 1 US KIA,
7 WHA and 1 confiymed VO KIA.

n. A combined S&D n‘pErELtiﬂn was conductsd on 11 February 1968, employe
ing 2 company size force from the 2d ARVW Div matched with a company size

force with one platoon of cavalary from the 11th Light Infantry Erigada north
of the QUG PHO AC with light comtact.

0. TF Miragle units began redeployment by air from th; 1st Marine
Division area south of DA NaNG, into the WHERIER/WALLCWA AO with all major
Infantry units eclosing on 12 February 1964,

p. Operation MUSCATINE continuved with heavy comtact on 12 Fabruary
19%68. The contact developed from a combined TF Barker and 2d ARVN Div 54D
cperation. The cowbined force mmde combtact with an estimated V0 battalien
at 1aL5 hours ih the vicimity of BS 7279 and subsequently broke at 1700
hnur?.} Results of this contact were 1 US KHA, 5 WHA {evacuated) and 78 VC
EIA (C). '

g. LZ RYIRR and 17 POLAR FRBAR were established at ATGAS3LL abd ATBOALTY
on 13 February 1968 ip the northern extension of the AQ0. No further signif-
icant action oceured as eremy contact remained light throughout the AD.

r. On 14 Pabruayy 1968 the CHU LAT Airfield received 12 rounds of
122mm reckets at 2044 houra resulting in 1WHA {minor) and little damage.

The Americal Division continued to conduct offensive overations with light
contack.

8, Civic Action rendered in support of GVN Civil recovery orogram.

{1) Division aircraft extracted 57, 030 lba of captured rice to be used
to feed refugees.

(2) 3,800 lbs of foodstuffs in addition to rice was provided to
various hamlets to feed the homelesa,

(3} 2,040 1bs of donated clothing was distributed,

(4) 4,420 board feet of lumber was used from Army stocks to assist
in reconstruction projects. Approximste value 3241,

7
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(5) 33 units of whole blocd and two cylinders of axygen were provided
to QUANG NGAI Hospital from Army stocks. Estimated walue 51,060,

(6) Additional medieal supplies wvelued at $2,000 were provided to
treat injured versonnel.

{7) 872 man bhours of lahbor were prcﬁidad to az<ist in vapricus recon=
atruetion sctivities, mediesl trestment and delivery of materials,

(2} The following equipment hours were provided to various hamlets
and villages:

(s) Eight Chineck hours used to move 22,000 1lbs of food from TAM KY,
BT309227, to HAU DIC, BS027976.

(b) C7A Caribou used for four hotrs to mavwe 2,000 lbs of food and
ammenition from TAM KY BT309227 to TIEN FHOUC, BET112138.

{c} A bulldoser was provided to work for eight hours at THANC BINH,
BT173417 to clear rubble for reconstruction. _

(d) A pump was provided for one howr bo pump out four polluted wells,
ak PHU HWG Hemlet, BTL4538, in QUB SON District.

(9) Aviation assets provided itetal of 311 ton miles of assistance in
moving food ard ammunitiom te remote areas In QUANG TN Frovinee.

t, Summary: The VC/NVA TET Offensive against the Americal Division
ard its AD was charseterized by VC/NTA stand-off rocket/mortar attacks.
The VG/NVA attacks apparently had as their goals: The destruction by fire of
aircraft and installations in and arcurd CHU IAT Airstrip and the denlal &8
frisndly air support to forees in adJacent areas; the interdiction of Highway
#1 to the north in order to deny its immediate use by reaction forcesa: the
fixing in place of ground forces by harassing fire attacks in order to prevernt
or slow the movement of reaction elsmenta; and the wltimate goal aprears to
have been to gain the aupport of the civil populace by demonstrating a
carability to attzck nmumercus povulated aress simultanecusly, thus peinting
up the GVN's inability to prctect the people. The major YC/NVA actions were
certerad on GUANG NGAT and TAM KY. Americal Division reaction to the VC/NVA
TET Offensive was to continue offensive operations in the DUC FHO AC, MUSCA-
TTNE AQ, WHEEIER/WALLOWA AOQ, CHU TAI TACR, as well as to extend the Divisien
AQ to the nortinest to comtinue pressure on the 2d NVA Division and emrloy-
ment of TF Miraele for operations under the OPCON of the lst Marine Division

8
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sm-:th of DA NANG. The immediate employment of flare ships, gunships amd
ground elsments of lst Sqdn, lst Cav in support of ARTN elements at TAM KY
and QUANG NGAI contributed significantly to defense of these eritical areas
and ultimetely precluded any VG/NVA tactical succeas,
12. RESULTS: 29 Jan - 14 Feb 68
a. FRIBNDLY FCHCES:
(I) Personmel Losses:
KHaA 79
WHA (Bwacuated) 227
WHA (minor) 202
(2) Equipment destroyed:
UH-1C Gunship
Tank MLBAS
APG M13A3
Hortar 8lmm M29 !
Machins Gun M50
Grenads Iauncher M79
Rifle MIGA1
Searchlight Zanon
Radic Set AN/PRC-25
Radio Set- AN/VRC-L5
Beceiver Set AN/FRG-9
Transmitter AN/FRT-,

Telephone Set TA/312/FT

R S R S S S S <RV T PR SR VO
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500 1b bemb 1 ea
2503 1b bomb 2 ea
. Satehel charge 3 ez
; Trip Flares 4 ea

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: Not Applicable

14. SFECIAL EQUIFMGEHNT AND TECHNIOUES: Not Apblicable

15, COMMANDIMG AMAI¥SIS: The VG/NVA TET Offensive failed to aucceed in the
cities of QUANG NGAI and TAM KY due in part to the immediate response of ihe
Ameries]l Division in orovidihg flare ships, gunships and armored calwary
support. Within the division AQ the VC/NVA Offensive failed to gain ary tae-
tical advantage and all operations continued as vlanned, The deployrent of
TF Miracle to the area south of DA MANG proved successful in cestroving the epemies
potertial in that area. As offensive operations continued during the peried
of the VC/NVA offensive the Americal Division continusd to inflict heavy cas-
ualtiss on VG/NVA forces wherever encountered in the area of operation.

-

i6. RECOMMEMDATIONS: HNone

FCR THE CCHMANCER:

4 Inel F. A, PATEY
as Captain, AGC
"A True Copy" Asst AG B
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