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CO~FIDENTIAl 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

H!W)QUARTERS ~!CAL DIVISION 
APO San Francisco 96374 

AVDF-GC 5 April 1968 

SUEJBC'l': Colllbat. Action Report (RCS AVDF-GC-1) 

C0111Uauii?18 General 
m Marine .Amphibious Force 
APO 96602 

l.. TrPE OF OFERA.TION: VC/NVA 'lE'l' OFFSNSM. 

, 

2. DA.TES OF OP.m.ATION: 290001 January - 142400 February 1968, 

.3. I.DCA.TION: Sout.hern I Corps iactical Zone. 

4. COMMAND HEADOUAR'mS: /u!lerical Division 

Division Commander: ID Samuel W. Koster 

11th Lt In! Bde Com,mnder: BG Andrew L:l.nscor.ib 

l.96th It hf' Eide Commander: COL u:iuis Gelling 

198th Lt In! Bde CODIIBnder: COL Jall!8s R. 1,aldie 

Jd Brigade, 4th Inf Div COl!DIBJlder: COL George E. Wear 

1st Sqdn, 1st Cav COl!IIDallder: LTC Walter C. Cousland 

Dineion .Artille17 Comma.nder: COL Mason J. Young Jr. 

6. TASK C!IGANIZATION: 

11th I.t .Inf Bde 

Jd Bn, at Inf 

4th Bn, Jd Inf 

l:Jt. Bn, 20th !nr 
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6th Bn, 11th .Arty 

Troop E, in eav 

196th lt Inf Bde 

2cl Bn, 1st W 

3d Bn, 21st Inf 

3d Bn, 82d Art.y 

Troop P, 17th Cav 

fiooop C, 7th Sqdn, 17th Cav 

198th Lt Inf Ede 

1st Bn, 6th Im' 

1st Bn, 46th Inf 

1st Bn, 52 Inf 

1st Bn, 14th Art.y 

Troop H, 17th Cav 

.3d Bdt!, kth Int Div 

1st Bn, 14th Inf 

4th Bn, .3J.st Inf 

1st Bn, 35 Inf 

2d Bn, 35th Inf 

2d Bn, 9th Arty 

Troop C, 1st Sqdn, 10th Cav 

1st Sqdn, 1st Cav 
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SIJBJBC'l': Combat Action Report (RCS AVDF-OC-1) 

Division ArtilJ.er,y 

3d Bn, i6th .Art7 

.3d Bn, 18th Arty 

7. SU?PCRTM FORCBS: Nat Applicable 

8. l?l'l'EilJIZNCI! a. PWs and docmeht.s ca.utured in QUAN:. ~AI ard QUAro 
TIN provim:es during Nov and Dec 67 indicat~d there =ul<i be a large ot­
f'eni,ii,e in tm~ areas d'Ul'ing early 1968. References ""'" 11111.de to ll'!MP 
units C()l!S)ining with !lR-5 elements in a cainr:,aign to "exi:,andA,he VC con. 
tt'Olled areas". To aid this campaign a wessurized -conscri'llt.ion drive to 
recruit ever,yom bet.ween the ages or 16 and 35 was init1at.ed bet-ween 10 
NoT and 15 Jan 68 to 11:mobli2e blm!.n resources to llll!et the requixememts 
of the battlofield11 • A Hoi Chanh, fol'l!lBr].r a VC company colll!rander stated 
that Q1L\W WAI cm ;iould bo a.tt.cked dwing ear].r 1968 b,- all the !orcee 
in QUA~ !XlAI Province. Duri.rag the period 20-.!5 Jan 68 a buildup was notiud 
in thll area west ol. TAM KY CITY and in the vicinity of Base Area l.21. A 
PW captured during an engagement with the ·72d LF Bn vicinity BT 2020 on 
27 Jan stated there would be seven coordinated attacks in the TAM KY/CEU • 
W area in the next few days. On .30 Jan 68, attacks usi."lg mortars and 

. :small a.%'1113 wre initiated against the District Headquarters ot THA~'G BillH, 
and Q!E SON, EINH SON, and IDHIA HANH Districts, CU.\1\U IDA.I City; and 
against. US .to:nerd basee lo~ted at LZ ROSS (BT0235) and LZ BAIDY (BTl.345). 
On Jan .31 68, ene~ .foreee Wtiated' ground/mortar/rocket attack:s through­
out t.he Amllrical Area of Op&rations with •jor ground efforts against 
TAM KI and Q~ IJJAI Cities and an attack by .fire agai."lllt CHU IA.I Air­
field. CHU LU Airfield received 48 x 122mm rockets and a large nuitber 
ot 82mm lll01'tar ro\l!lde resulting in tbreo aircraft destroyed, ten aircraft 
da.llaged and thit de:stl'Uction of two bomb dump!! and an 8llllllO d'Ulllp, At TAM 
KI City the e~ &lll!)loyed th!I .1B5th LF Bn, 70th MF Bn, 72d LF Bn, 74th 
MF lln and six LF Colllt)8nies in a two :!)l'ongec1 ground attack directed at 
tbs .Regional Forces/District HeadquaJ'tere and tho 6th ARVN Regt lk)s. At 
~ ~A.I Cit,- ene~ forces controlled by the VC QUA."£ N:;AI (P) l!q!I Unit 
initiated a .tour .pronged .11JDrtar/~Vld attack using JP/MP/NVA units. The 
406th Ml~JiP-aJ' Bn spearheaded a,thrust against the l'.ACV/2d .UlVN Div Com­
pound and. the QUAID ~&A! Jail. The 81st LF Bn, 83d LF Bn, 120th MP ~..cntag­
nard Bn, 401st Ragt Hqe and the 506A'.,I.F Sacper Co attacked the 4th ARYN 
Regt l!qa am 2d .ARVN Div Training Center at QUA~:G («;AI Airfield. The 48th 
LF Bn and 95th IP Sapper Co combined to attack t.he RF-PF Trainil'lg Center and 
the bridge north of QUA~ NJAI City. The 107th NVA AA Bn was positioned 
west of QUA.N.'.l OOAI City to protect withdrawing elements. 5:1.x other LP 
companies -were used to reinf'orce units during the attack. 
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b. The 2d ROK Mar Ede engaged a large ene~ force, identified as the 
V-25 LF Bn and the ~-12 LF Co at BTl.659 on 2 Feb 68. On 5 Feb 68, tm 
America.l Division Headauarters :received l4 ro\Vld:s of l.22mm rockets at 
2322 hours. The 2d .ARVN Div supported by Americal gunships cont.acted a 
large enel:lf force identified as the 40th Co/406th MF Sapper En, north­
-west cf ~~;-& 1-l.AI City. On 7 Feb 68, t~ Chu Ie.i Airfield received 6 
rounds of l.22:m rockets, and the 2d ARVN Div supported by Allle!'ical gun­
ships com.acted a large enem,y force south qf' QUANG !lGAI City which was 
identified as the ~cl LF Bn. On 9 Feb 68, Ame:rical Div units engaged the 
21th NVA Bagt, GK-.31 /Jil. Bn and GK-.35 Sapper/.R.econ Bn of the 2d NV.A Div 
sol.d:.h of' HOI AN RIVER (6T0454 - BT9954). On ll Feb 68, Am&rj.cal Forces 
contacted th& 48th lF Bn at BS7280 in Operation MUSCATVIE. At 201.J.H, 
14 Feb 68, the CHU LAI Airtield recei'll9d twelve rounds of' 1'2mrn rockets. 

c. Signi.tica.nt. intelligence facts gained Southern I Corps Tactical 
Zone, 

(1) Tho 105th LF Bn .moved across provincial bounc.aries for the first 
time to participate in the attack on TA.'! KY. 

(2) District forces 1110ved out. of their Districts to t:Jartici~ate in 
larger scaled attacks. · 

('.3) NVA were 'Wied as fillers tor I.F units for the first time and to 
reinforce J2 /MF ur.its. 

(4) A large number of the attackers in the TAM .KY attack were youths 
between the ages of l.4 and l.9 who had been recruited a~:re from one week 
to two n:ont.hs prior to the attack. 

(S) For the first tm the B-41 RL (RPG♦-7) was employed against friend­
~ el.ei:iant.s in QUM~ NGAI (P). 

(6) · Th:! VZ-58 Assaul.t Rifles of Cr,ech manu!acture -,.,ere ca~ured 
display-il18 a retinemerrt, owr the AX-47 with a simpler construction with 
no loss ct acc\lraq or .f'irepc,,er. 

9. MISSIONS: The .Americal Division mis11ion -was to conduct offensive oper­
ations against N'.fA/VC forces south ot SO~ DI LAM, SCOO DIEN BINP., and 
SO}~ CAU LAU a!'li ccntinus current o;,erations in Wl!mIER/rllAll.OWA AO, MUSCATTI-'B 
AO, DUC Pr.O AO and CHU IA! TACR. 
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10. CONCSP!' OF OP»U.T!ONS: 

PHASE I: .3d Bde, .l,.t:h Inf Div •s to continue "t/P.BElERf,TAU.OWA millsion 
am initiate! operations nortlMlst trom LZ BAII:Y to the no:-thern Amrical 
Div bol.lllda.ry; establish f'ire support base within an extenied AO anc con­
tu11ie ·. operations north alld north>iest. in coordination with the 2d P.OK }l.ar 

Bde. 196th Lt lnt Bde deploy l Bn to LZ BAillY ani continm operatioru, in 
\i,'n8EIJiR/l'IAI.1.0WA J\O. 198th It Int Bde continue operatioM in Cl!U I.AI TACR 
am, MUSCATINfi AO. 11th l.t Inf' Ede continQI! operations in DUC PHO AO. 

PH.ASS II: .3d Bde, 4th Int' Div 1oBs to continui, operations 1n WHEEI?:R/ 
WALI.OWA AO and sollth of soro DY .L\M and set~ CAU IAU ri"ll!rs; conduct a co111-
bat assault to eetablish a second !ire sup~ort base in the extended AO. 
19tth J.t Inf Bcle continusd operations in CHU LA.I TAOR and MUSCATTI!:: AO. 
11th Lt Int Bde contin\lll!d operations in DUC PHO AO. 

11. E:G'.{:UTIOM: 

a. 1'he Alllerical Division continued on 29 January 1968 to conduct 
ot!'emiw operations, with light. contact, in the CHU LAI TAOR and the DUC 
PHO AO to locate and destroy NVA/vC :main and local force 1lidts. Cperat'ions • 
wllEElER/WALI.OwA a.rxl MUSCATINE continued with light contact. 

b. Du.ring tm ear~ mornil'lg hours of 30 January 1968, Allerical Units 
received mortar and recoiless rifle fire on I.Zs ROSS, BAIDY, COLT, Af~t, 
and DRAGON. TAC Air and artillery continued to engage known and susrected 
locations. 

e. At approx:Lmate~ 0405 hours on Jl Janua17 1968 the AmBrical Division 
(Chu Lai Defense Command) :received a rocket attack. Daimge to F.AG-12 was 
tour WHA with six buildings and fiw aircraft hit, }of.AO•l:3 sufte:ret! tW0 KP.A 
and tiw 'WW' lid.th eight aircraft hit. At the same ti/JI! that the CIDC was 
umer rocket attac:k, the city ot TAM K! cll.llle un:ier mortar and small a.l'l:lS 
attack. Troop C, lilt Sqdn, 1st Cav as ~ll as flare shi.PS, gunshi])s, and 
art.Ulery were employed in support. ot ARVN units at TAM KY. rlhile both 
ClDC and TAM KY 'Were under attack VC/INA forces conducted a l!IOrtar and 
ground attack at QUAIG IDA.I. Gunships -were sent to QUA!\'G ll;AI to support 
ARVN forces in that area. 

d. On 1 February 1968, a pair ot gunships 1o1ere sent to assist J~'NN 
forces 1n repel.Un,g a mortar and grounct attack on Ute QUAtll'.l NtlAI Airiield. 
Operation:s ~.LSR/Wil.1.CWA and MUSCATINE cont.inued with lllDCerate contact. 
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e. On :? February 1968 the division cont.inusd to corcuct. oi::eration11 
in th!: CHU I.Al TAca am DUC PHC AO with light contact. Cperati~nl!l I~ 

ER/wAU.oliA and EUSCATINE continued with light contact. !n response to the 
enel:\Y' tlu-eat which developed in the DA NAN:! area, the Division !)repared to 
shift .forces to the north. 

t. On .3 February 1968 there "'1l!! no significant activity-. 

g. The llth Light Intantr;y i:lrigace_assumed colltrol ot o-oeration 
MUSCATINE .fro1:1 the 198th Light .Infantry l;)rigade on 4 February 1968. Americal 
Division continues to conduct o£felll!live operations With onJJr light contact 
reaultin,!. 

h. h 2320 hours, 5 February 1968, the ewe received annroximate~ 
l4 rounds ot l221!mt rocket fire. Results of the rocket at&ack were 12 WffA 
and slight damage to imtallatiom. 

i. The Americal Division staged a show of force on 6 Februar,v 196S 
in QOOlG !-OAI City, E:l.ght APC1 s and t-..o Infantry Platoons t?O-ved through 
the city to the QUA}li ~Al Airfield, four of the APC•s and t"o J)latoons 
re118:l.ned o-.ernight for f-urther 8!:11'loy:oent if required. No 8neJII.Y contact. was 
made and action throughout the AO reainl!d light. 

j. As a. result ot the ene~ threat which develo-oed by the 2d NVA Iliv 
QO,eunt north toward the DA NA~ area, and the continued threat in th&t 
area, th& 1st Bn, 6th Int began lllOWlll!!nt by air to tm area i.mmediatel;y­
south of DA NANG. Upon arriT<ll of the 1st Bn, 6th Int in the DA IJ.AID area, 
they wre placed OPCON to the 1st Mari.-,, Division. 

le, Th, 1st l!n. 6th Int completed its mo,e111mt into the area jJJmiedi.ately­
south of DA N.A..'ll on 8 February 1968 and was imnledi.ately- .fol.lowed by the deJ)loy­
.ment of t.he 2d Bn, 1st :mt to t.m sue area. As a- result ot the coirmitment 
or two ~ttalio~ size i'orcee into the DA NAM.'.l area TF Miracle M.s f'omed from 
division re110urces as a. control headquarters and plac:ed OPCON to the l!St 
1".arine D1 vision. 

l. At. approximately- 0945 hours on 9 February 1968, elemants of the 
Jd Bde, 4th Int Div e~ged an eisti!nated NVA reinforced i,latoon in the vicinity 
or BTOC0'.3;4. SUbseqmntly-. at 10"6 hours a COll!Pa~ size eleoent 0£ the 
brigade bee~ heavil;y engaged with a large NVA force. "1-?"0us contacts 
made by elements of the tw battalions which closed in the area resulted :in 
heav,y fighting throughout the day, .Action began to subside at 1900 hours 
and h,- 2000 hour:,, ?.ll contact -was broken. The results of this heavy contact 
were .30 US WHA. (evacuated), and 99 WHA (ininor) with 291 NVA KIA, l/j Imividual 
and lJ Crew Served "Weapons captllr!!d. 
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m. At Oll7 hours on l.O FebJ"ll!U7 1968 t.he llth Light Inr.a.ntry Br~de 
headclarters located at tz BRONCO came under attack. As a res\ll.t o:r the 
VC eq>l.o,ylal,nt ot mortars, grenades, _and satchel. charges there las l US KIA, 
7 WHA and l continmd VC KIA. 

n. A combimd 5&D operation Ml.s cond"Uct.ed on 11 Febrllaij 1968, employ­
ing a compaJ\T i,ue tor,;e from the 2d ARVN Div matchlltd with a COJIIP8J'tl" size 
.force witb one platoon ct cavalar:Y from the Uth Light Infantry Brigade north 
ct the DUC PHO AO with light contact. 

, 
o. TF M:lnc:bl unite began redeployimnt by- air :rro111 the 1st. MariM 

Dinsion area 190uth of DA NAm, into the w'liEi!:I.Sa/WALI.owA AO with all l!lajor 
Intantr,r units closing on l2 February 1968. 

p. Operation HUSCATINS continued lfith heavy contact on 12 .February 
1968. The conta.~ developed i'rom. a cOl:!bined TF Barker and 2d A.J!.VN Div s&D 
operation. The combined force made contact with an estimated VC battalion 
at ll.45 hours ih the v.ieinit;r ot BS 7279 and subseq1.18ntl:y broke at 1700 · 
hours, Res'Ulte ot this contact ""8re 1 US KHA, 5 l'/H,\ {evacuated) and 78 VC • 
KIA (C). · . . 

q. I.Z RYil8R and LZ POLAR E!SAR -were established at AT945344 abd AT898471 
on l3 February 1968 in the northern extension ot the AO. No further signif­
icant action occuz,!!d as e~ll\1 colltact reirained light throughout the AO. 

r. On l4 Fel>rual? 1968 the CHU I.AI Airfield received l2 rounds of 
U2mi:1 rockets at 2044 houra resulting in lWHA (minor) and little da."!lage. 
The .Ami,rical Division continued to conduct o.f'tensiw operationi, 'With light 
cont.act. 

a. Cine Action rendered in support ot GVN Civil recowry :i,rogram. 

(l) Divieion aircraft extracted 57, 030 lbs of captured rice to be US!td 
to feed refugees. 

(2) '.3,800 lbs at toodetufts in addition to rice lta.s provided to 
vario~ hamlets to teed the homeless. 

(3) 2,050 lbs ot donated clothing was distributed. 

(4) 4,420 beard f'eet ot lUl!lber -was used from Arm.r stocks to assist 
in reconstruction projects. Approxintate value $844, 
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(5) 3.3 units ot llhole blood ard two cylinders of oxne1t ~re provided 
to ~tw~ ?GAI Hospital .frOlll J.rrrv stocks, Estimated -value $Sl,060, 

(6) Additional medical s1.1pplles valuad at ~2,000 were provided to 
treat injured !'.)ersonnel. 

(7) 878 man hours ot labor were provided to as,.i.st in various recon­
etruction activities, medical treatant. and delhery of mterials. 

(9) The following equipment hoU1'3 were provided to various hamlets 
and villages: 

, 
(a) Eight. Chillook hours used to !llOve 22,000 lbs of food fro1:1 TA."! KY, 

B1"309227, to HAU DIC, BS02'7976. 

(b) C?A Caribou used for four bollr'S to mw 9,000 lbs of food and 
a=unition i'rom TAM KY BT.309227 to TJEN PHOUC, BTll2l39, 

(c) A bulldozer "Was provided to wrk for eight. hours at Tl-I.Aro BINH, 
BTl'T.3417 tQ cl,,ar rubble for :reconstruction. 

• 
(a) A pump -was provided for one mur to -puntp out .four polluted ,ells, 

at, PHU HUNG Hamlet, BTJ.45.38, in QUB SON District, 

( 9) .Aviation assets provided total o.f .3ll ton miles of assistance in 
moving food and a:miunition to re!llOte areas 1n QUA.~ T~ Pro-lince. 

' 
t. Summary: The VC/N'IA TET Off'ensiw against the Ai¥rical Division 

a?ld its .AO was characterized by' VC/NfJA stand-oft roclcet/inortar attacks, 
The VC/NVA. attacks appaTent.l;v had as their goals: The destruction by fi?"e of' 
aircraft and installatioM in and around CHU IA! Airstrip and the denial of! 
.f'rie~ air iiupport to forces in adjacent areas; the int.erdiction of Highway 
#1 to the north in order to deny its :l.m:lediate use by :reaction forces: th!! 
fixi.'tg in place ot ground forces bl' harassing fire attacks in order to i:,re.,,,nt, 
or i,low the -ment of reaction ehments; and the ulti:r.ate goal appears to 
ha-ve been to gain the support of the civil populace b:7 del!IOnstrating a 
capability to attack numerous p09ulated areas simultaneous~, thus pointinii: 
"Ii? the GVN•s inability to protect the people. The majoi- VC/WA actions 'W!'re 
centered on 0,UA~ NGAI and TAM Kr. Aiuerical Division reaction to the VC/NVA 
TET Offensive 1es to continua offensive operations in the DUC PHO AO, MUSCA­
Tne AO, WliEEIER/'NlLLCMA AO, CHU I.AI TAOR, as W!?ll as to extend the Division 
AO to the northwest. to continui, ~ssure on the 2d NVA Division anc! e!ll?loy­
cent. of TF Miracle for operations u.'1der the OPCON of the 1st Marine Division 
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south of DA NAN:}, The ilmnediate empl.oy.D&nt or :!.'la.re s!?ims, gunshiJ)s and 
groim:\ eleDnts o:t lat Sqdn, 1st Cav in support of ARVN elenl!mts at TAM KY 
and Qtwe lGAI contributed signi:f.'ic:ant~ to defense of these critical areas 
am ultimate~ precluded aJ\Y VC/NVA tactical success. 

12. RF.SIJLTS: 29 Jan - 14 Feb 68 

a. 

(I) 

(2) 

FlllBNDU PatCBS: 

Personnel losi,es: 

KHA 79 

MIA (lhac11ated) 227 

W.-fA (minoJ') 202 

F.quipl!llnt destro,ed: 

Uff.lC Gunslup 

Tanlc M48A3 

APC l1l.3Al 

Mortar 8.1nm M29 

l!acbim Gun M6o 

Grenade I.auncber M79 

lW'le Ml6Al 

Searchlight. z.enon 

Radio Set AN/PRC-25 

Radio Set AN/VKC-46 

lt.e~iwr Set AN/PRC-9 

Tran9lllitter AN/PRT-4 

Telephone Set TA/312/FT 
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500 lb bomb 

250 lb bcsnb 

Satchel cr.arge 

lea 

2 ea 

3 ea 

4 ea 

13. ADMINISmATIVE MA'l"IERS: Not Awlicable 

]4. SFECIAL EQUIP!lE?lT AND iECIINIOUES: Not. Applicable 

15. CO»IANLING ANArrS!S: The VC/NVA TET Offensi~ failed to succe~d 1n the 
cities of QW.19'J ?liAI and TAM KY due in part. to the immedia.W response of the 
Alllerical Division in ,rovidibg .flare shi'cs, gunships and armored cal'V8ry 
support.. Within the division AO the VC/NVA Offensive failed to gain a?V tac­
tical advantage and all operations continued aa planned. The depl.oyeent ot 
TF Miracle to the are.a. south of DA NA.:ll. proved successtul in c'.estroYing the enemies 
potemial in that area. As offensiw operations continued dur1ng the period 
of the VC/NVA offensive the .Americal Division continuad to inflict heav cas-
ualt~s _on VC/NVA forces wherever enco'IUltered in the area of operation, • 

l.6. RECO~TIONS: None 

4 Incl 
as 
It A '1'rm Copy-II 

F • .A.. PATSY 
Captain, AGC 
Aest AG 

M4' 4'Yalt:ltf. 
WlI.LIAM H. ~'TT aA~. 
CPT, IN 
HISTCRIAN 
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