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Froms Commanding Officer
Tot Commanding General, 1st [Marine Division, Fleet llarine Force
Pacific, FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 (Attnt Field Historian)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 - 31 October 1967
Reft  (a) 1MCO 5750.2A

(b) FIFPACO 5750.8

(¢) DivD 5750.2B
Encls v<1) 9th Engineer Battalion Command Chronology
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I. ORGANIZATIONAL DaTA
1. DESIGNATION | COML:HDER

9th Engineer Battslion LtCol He E. PER.A

Headquarters Compeny Cagt. Ee Ge FETERS

Service Company Capt. C. W. PASTINIO %o 18 October 1967

Cept. B. K. VIEDERHOLD from 19 Qctober 1967
Company "A" . Capt. R« A« TIEROUT |
Company "B Capt. T. K. HMCKEOWN
® Company "C" Capt. V. H. SKIZRKOUSK
Company "D Capt. B. K. WIEDERHOLD to 18 October 1467

1stLt J. T. O'REBLLEY Jr. from 1Y October 1967

3rd Platoon, 1st Bridge Company  2ndlt P. P. LiMAS
in direct support

2. LOCATION

9th Engineer Battalion (-) Chu Lai, RVE 1 = 31 October 1967
*Company "AM Hill 63, RVHN 1 = 31 October 1Y67
#0PCON T7th Engineer Battalion
Executive Officer Major E. W, LIFGET | UL’J“ < o
S-1 Adjutant ondlt Jo R. HUDSOW :M—-——-—-—--———* -
Personnel Officer ondlLt J. R. HUDSON
S-2/3 Hajor Co N. WALL
5-4 Capt. R. e BLUMENKRANYZ
5-5/Civil Affairs Capt. R. A. BLUMENKRANTZ to 6 October 1967
1gtLt G. B. BARHEY from 7 October 1967
llotor Transport Officer 1stlt Po. LCCANL to 12 October 1967
Capt. Bo A« VALKER from 13 October 1967
Engineer Equipment Officer ondlt He Jo COLEMLH
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Construction Officer Vacant to 6 October 1967
1stLt G. B« BARWEY from 7 October 1967

ADM Officer 1stlt H. L. FEIFS

Maintenance Officer W0-1 H. 0. HEUER

Utilities Officer W0-1 P. A+ Re LANIRY

Medical Officer Lt G. 5. SALTZBFRG (MC) USHR

Ordnance Officer ondLt Bs J. GRYOTKO to 15 October 1967
W0-1 I'a A. Re LAUDRY from 16 October 1967

Supoly Officer Capt. Cs Ne PASTIHO

Legal Officer Capt. Be G. PECERS

Embarkation Officer Capte. R. A. BLUMEIKRAWTZ to 30 October 1967
1stLt B. HALLORAN from 31 October 1967

WBC Officer Capt. R. 4. BUUHERKRANTZ to0 24 October 1947
13tlt H. A, FEIFS

Chaplain Services conducted by visiting Chaplain

Lt ¥y He LUFFIAN

4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STREIIGTH¥

UsMeC UsN e

Off Il Off Il QJJNCLJNUU FHEW :

43 945 1 19

*Includes "A" Company

II HARRATIVE SUMIARY

Turing the month of October, the 9th Engineer Battalion, LtCol H. E. PEREA
commanding, had as its primary missions the repair and upgrading of RVN Route
#1 from Chu Lai to Thang Binh, the support of Marine Corps and Army units in
the Chu Lai TAO0R, and the maintenance of a road network at ROKNC oconnecting
all outlying camps to Brigade Headquarters.

!

"A" Company remained under the operational control of the 7th Engineer

Battalion at Hill 63 (BT 132453).

"D" Company (-) has been in the uvrocess of performing maintenance and
repairs on RVN Route #1 from Chu Lai (BT 520044) to the Tem Ky river bridge
(BT 330209), a digtance of 16 miles. Since 1 October 1967, "D" Conpany has
hauled 1295 cubic yards of 3"- 5" rock, 485 cubic yards of 15" .rock, and 4800
cubic yards of f£ill in the regular maintenance and repair of this section of
roads. DIuring this period of time "D" Company (- ) has expended 12,442 man
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hours and 3430 equipment hours broken down by major items of equipment as
followus:

BEquipment Hourg Pouipment  Hours Sguipment Hours
=51 2454 M-64 131 MRS 100 109
M-54 200 TD-18 166 5 K 89
H-52 186 TL-16 140 550 Grader 130
M-37 63 150-T46 55 125 Comp. 11

In addition to tie above maintenance and repair, "D" Company (-) performed
emergency repairs on two washouts of RVN Route #1 at BT 360190 czused by a
tropical storm on 8 - 9 October 1967. The two washouts were 80 yards in length
and 40 yards in length, both being 10 - 15 feet in depthe The repair of these two
areas required 2400 cubic yards of rock fill, 50 cubic yards of sand, and one
(1) 40" section of &0" culvert. The repairs were accomplished with 2400 man
hours and 14,550 vehicle miles in a 24 hour period.

"D" Compeny, 2nd Platoon (Rein), under the operational control of 'C"
Company, 9th Engineer Battalion, is located at Hill 29 (BT 226320) and is in
the process of repairing RV Route #1 from Tam Ky north to Hill 29, a distance
of 8.5 miles. Since 1 October 1967 D(2) used 750 cubic yards of 3" to 5" rock,
600 cubic yards of 13" rock and 1500 cubic yards of £ill in the regular maint-
enance and repair of this section of road. Since 1 October 1967 D(Z) has
expended 12,727 total man hours and 1832 equimment hours broken down by major
items of eguipment as followss

Equipment  Hourg Equioment Hours Equipment Hours

M-51 983 TD-18 186 Sav 8
M-54 144 150-T46 19 YVelder 8
M-64 124 550 Grader 37 TL-16 57
M-38 100 5 KW 106
M-37 24 TD-15 80

"G" Company is located at Hill 10 (BT 199390) and is in the process of
repairing RVN Route #1 from Hill 29 north to Thang Binh (BT 175418), a
distance of 11 miles. Since 1 October 1967 "C" Company used 250 cubic yards
of 3" $o 5" rock and 480 cubic yards of fill .in maintenance znd repairing
of this section of road. Further "C!' Company has completed construction of
the following bridgess .
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Man Equipment

Date Completed # Location L h/Type Hours Hours
6 October 1967 21 BT 185405 40! Steel Stringer 500 90
12 October 1967 30 BT 223351 21'6" Timber Trestle 160 8
14 October 1967 32 BT 230339 30" Timber Trestle 120 8
16 October 1967 33 BT 238326 38'4" Timber Trestle 80 5

23 October 1967 23 BT 196391 80' 3teel Stringer 900 193

"C" Company has the following bridges under construction:

#  Lensth/Type ECD Locgtio Man Hours Eguipment Hourg
. 24 80' Steel Stringer 10 Hovember 1967 BT 201383 440 45
29 40' Steel Stringer 5 Bvember 1967 BT 219358 594 121

The following culverts have been instzlled by "C" Company and D(2) since
1 October 19673 o

Date Sige Location

9 October 1967 2 - 60" BT 203381 ' --_’“’:Fua,f m
13 October 1967 1 - 60" BT 360190 ‘ ﬂ»ﬂﬁ@@ﬂ e ju JE@ .
14 October 1967 1 - 48" BT 353196 g
16 October 1967 2 - 36" BT 232333 '

28 October 1967 2 - 36" BT 174419

28 October 1967 2 - 60" BT 255297

"B" Company retained the responsibility of maintaining a 21 mile road
complex within the ROKMC camp connecting all the outlying camps to Brigade
. Headquarterss Construction of this road network has been completed, and
maintenance will be continuous.

The remainder of '"B" Company and one (1) platoon from "D" Company were used
primgxrily for vertical construction in supvort of USHC and idrmy units in the
Chu Lai TAOR. During the month of October the following vertical construction
wvas accomplisheds

Two (2) 16' x 32 tropical huts for the Lmerical Division to be used as
officers' quarters.

Cne (1) 30" x 50! messhall with a 30' x 50' galley, a 20' x 30' mess gear
washing area, and a 16' x 32' pot and garbage shack for the 94th S&S Battelion,
US4,

One (1) 120! x 20" laundry with a 50' x 20' wing for the 94th SiS Battalionm,
US.A. - -
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Four (4) four-hole heads for 2/11 Cavalry, USA.
Six (6) four-hole heads for 1/9 Cavalry, USi.
Four (4) four-hole hezds for 101st Adrborne, USA,
Fifteen (15) holes drilled for light poles for the T1st Aviation, USA.
One (13 150 'neter access road to an ammunition pad for FLSG-B.
One (1) 200' x 200* napalm storage pad for MaG-12.
One (1) 30' x 50' messhall with a 30! x 30' galley, a 16' x 32' gerbege
gnd pot shack,.and a 20' x 30' mess gear cleaning area for the 3/18th Artillery,
She
Cantonment area for 178th Aviation Company, USA4.
One (1) 30' x 50' fuel bladder storage pit for 221st S&S Company, U3SA
One (1) 16' x 24' shower for the 1st Hospital Company.
One (1) 30' x TO' messhall with 30" x 40' galley for the 221st S&S Company, USA.
One (1) 16' x 44' % 9' generator shed for the 509th Signal Battalion, USA.

The 9th Engineer Battalion water points produced 5,500,650 gallons of water.
The 50 TFH and 15 TPH rock crushers operated 73 hours producing 1235 cubic yards
of 2" rock. '

During the month of October the 9th Engineer Battalion conducted daily
minegweep operations frpm BT 510055 to BT 082548. This area encompasses
45 miles of RVN Route #1 broken down as follows:

Trom - Tg Digtance Compogition ldan Hours
BT 510055 BT 330209 15 Miles 4 Men 8
BT 285247 - BT 237326 6 Miles 6 Men 15
BT 237326 BT 175418 7 Miles g8 Men 24
BT 175418 BT 144457 3 Miles 10 Men 20
BT 144457 BT 082548 7.5 Hiles 10 len 30

Between 1 October 1967 znd 31 October 1967, 9th Engineer Battalion
personnel detected seventeen (17) mines placed in RVN Route #1, thirteen (15)
of which were blown in place. Casualties for the month included three (3) USHC
WIi and one (1) USHC KIA, There were four incidents of vehicles hitting mines.
There were three incidents of destruction of bridges and culverts by enemy
demolitions. The tropiczl storm of 8 - 9 October 1967 washed out bridge 329
(BT 219358) and rendered the bypass at oridge #23 (BT 196391) impassable. A1l
damage to RVIl Route #1 caused by the above demolitions and storm was repaired
by units of the 9th Engineer Battalion.

During the month of October the 9th Ingineer Batialion dropped four (4)
officers and eighty-six (86) enlisted men and joined five (5) officers and
eighty-seven (87) enlisted men.
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The Third Platoon, First Bridge Company remained in direct support of the
battalion. The ferry at BT 379174, operated by this platoon, transvorted
sixty-nine (69) M-48 tanks, eighteen (18) tank retrievers, ten (10) loaded
H-52 tractors with 17241 trailers, six (6) mobile cranes, and two (2) portable
bridges. L

On 23 Octoberi 1967 the 9th Engineer Battzlion commenced providing engineer
equipment support for the ROKMC on the Batangan Peninsuls (BS 765625) consisting
of three (3) TD-18 tractors for the construction of two (2) roads 1500 and
800 meters in length. The Third Bridge Platoon begen construction of a ferry
crossing to a nesr-by islend.

On 28 October 1967 the 9th Engineer Battalion commenced engineer equipment

support for Operation Pineapple Jungle consisting of three (3) Bimco tractors
and one (1) three man minesweep team.

III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS s T

i
1. PERSONNEL “ %@

1 October 1967 Dropped 1stLt P. B. ALLEN e

4 October 1967  Dropped GySgt EENNINGFIELD and SSgt SIMIONS

5 October 196T Dropped SSgt BLAND.

6 October 1967 Dropped GySgt BREKENFIKLD

7 October 1967  Dropped GySgt COOK

9 October 1967 Joined 1stLt G. B. BARNEY

10 October 1967 Dropped SSgt FOTEAT

13 October 1957 Joined 1stLt ERICSOF and SSgt EDWARDS, Dropped 2ndlt DIEDEN

14 October 1967 Joined Capt. Be A. WALKER, Dropped 1stLt P. MCCANN, SSgt
SDMIONS KIA, Cpl IICCAMN WIA .

20 October 1967 Dropped 2ndLt GRYOTKO

21 October 1967 Joined SSgt HANCOCK

22 October 1967 Joined 2ndLt KOZA

26 October 1967 Joined 1stLt RIZZ0, Dropped SSgt MCLAUGILIN

28 October 1967 Joined SSgt BURGESS ..

29 October 1967  Dropped NSgt MCCANDLESS and SSgt ARIOUR

30 October 1967 Dropped SSgt GRAY

31 October 1967 Dropped SSgt MILLS and SSgt WILLIAMS

2. CIVIC ACTION

During the month of October MEDCAPS were conducted three times a week as
scheduled. One hundred and fifty-three (153) persons were treated for a variety
of ailments, and over five-hundred (500) baré of soap were distributed. DentCaps
were 2lso held, and a total of five persons were tregted during the month.
Seventy-five (75) pounds of candy was given to the children by MEDCAP personnel.
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Five truck loads of scrap material were 2lso sent to the village of Tic

Tay (3). Included were two truck loads of bamboo and straw and three loads
of scrap lumber.

Daily civic action activity in the village was curtailed due to the fact thatb
the civil affairs NCO wgs in Okinawa studying the Vietnamese language. Full
scale activity will resume upon his return to the battalion.

3. ENGINEXR OPER.LTIONS

2 October 1967 Second Platoon, "B'" Company reinforced two bridges at
' BT 223351 and BT .230339 from Class 40 to Class €0
5 October 1967 Completed construction of one (1) messhall 30' x 50' with
' 16' x 32' pot and garbage shack for the 94th S5&S Battalion.
6 Qctober 1967 Completed bridge #21 (BT 155405); 40' steel stringer.
Route #1 cloged from 0730 to 1500 for repairs on bridge at BT
225351, Completed equiment support for upgrading interior
road net for [MAG-13, Completed construction of two (2) 16' x
32' tropical huts for Americgl Division.
T October 1967 "C" Company found 50 - 75 pound box mine, blown in place.
8 October 1967 Tropical storm caused following damage: Toad cut in 7
' places from BT 520044 to BT 1993%90. 45' fixed span bridge
#%0 (BT 223351) washed out; repaired by "C" Company. 45'
fixed span bridge 329 (BT 219358) washed out; repaired by
"C" Company. 40' concrete stringer bridge #25 (BT 203381)
collapsed; replaced with two (2) 60" culverts by “C" .
Company. 25' concrete stringer bridge #33 (BT 238326)
destroyed; replaced with 25' timber trestle by "C* Company.
40" culvert at BT 353196 partially caved in - 60%.of road
washed out - "D" Company repaired.
. 9 Qctober 1967 Installed 2 60" culverts at BT 203%81. Bypass at bridge
‘ #23 washed oute
10 October 1967 Bridge 21 (BT 185405) 25% destroyed by euemy demolition;
repaired by. "C" Company.
11 October 1967 Four man sweep.team to CAC unit at 35S 585976 to remove mines.
12 October 1967 Completed bridge #30 (BT 223351) timber trestle. Completed
construction of 200! x 200' napalm storage pad for lliG-12
13 October 1967 Installed one (1) 60" culvert at BT 360190
14 Octobver 1967 Mine found at coordinates BT 180414, blown in place by "C"
Companye "C" Company located 2 mines at ET 179414.
Installed one (1) 48" culvert at BT 353196. Completed
construction of 150 meter access road tc ammunition
inspection pad for FLSG-B. Completed construction of one
(1) laundry 120! x 20' with 50' x 20' wing for the 94th
545 Battalion. : :
: < ','-"’:‘u-'.l-:-:r- 'q, " _ .
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15 October
16 October

20 QOctober

21 October

22 October

23 October

25 October

26 October

28 October

30 Qctober

31 October

TRAINING

2 October

5 October 1

1967
1967

1967

1967

1967
1967

1967
1967

1967

1967
1967

1967
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Syeep tean found mine at BT 234332; 100 pounds; blown in
place.
Completed bridge #33 (BT 238326) 28'4" timber trestle,
Class 60. Installed two (2) 36" culverts at BT 232333,
Started bridge 729 (BT 219358) 40' steel stringer, Estimated
Jate of Completion: 5 Movember 1967. Completed construction
of 16! x 24' shower for 1st Hospitzl Company. Completed
construction of one (1) messhall 30' x 70' with 30! x 40!
galley for 221st 3%3 Company.

""(2) found one inprovised satcnel charve of approwlmdtelj
20 .pounds with bamboo pressure switch at coordinstes BT
2353305 blown in place. Completed clearing, leveling
and ditching new cantonment area for 178th Aviztion Company.
Completed fuel bladder storage pit 30' x 50' for 221st
&8 Company .
Completed bridge #23 (BT 196391) 80! stael strlncer bridge,
class 60. Commenced engineer equipment support for ROKIC
on Batangan Peninsula for two roads 1500 and 800 meters.
Started bridge #24 (BT 201383) 80' steel stringer, estimated
date of completiont 10 November 1967.

"D'(2) found one M=26 grenade rigged to be detonated upon
movement at BT 258290. Nuts, bolts and a magazine of 1-16
tracers placed around grensde; blown in place. Completed
construction of one (1) 16' x 44' x 9% generator shed for
509th Signal Battalion. .
Instzlled two. (2) 36" culverts at BT 174419. Installed two
(2) 60" culverts at BT 255297. Commenced engineer equipment
support for Operation Pineapple Jungle of 3% Eimco tractors
and 2 3 man sweep tesm. "D”(Z) placed under OPCON of "
Comuany.

"D(2) found improvised AP mine (Local menufacture, 1 pound)
at BT 237327; blown in place.

"D"(2) found improvised AT mine (concrete type) 10 pounds
explosives with self-activating battery firing device

power source BA 386); blown in place.

Three men to lLandmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer Battalion.
Three men to Projectionist School. Two men to Zmbarkation
School, 1st Harine Division.

Three men to Landmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer Battalion.
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7 October
9 October
10 October
12 October
14 October
15 October
16 October
19 October
21 October
23 Octover

26 October
29 October
30 October

PATROLS

1 October
2 October
3 QOctober
4 October
5 October
6 October
T October
8 October
9 October
10 October
12 October
14 October
15 Octover
16 Octobver
17 October
18 October
20 October
21 October
23 October
25 October
26 October
27 October
28 October
30 October
31 October

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967

1967

1967
1967
1967

1967
1967
1967

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
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Five men to NCC Leadership School, Okinawa.
Three men to Landmine Warfasre School, 18t Engineer Battalion.
FAM Fire at MaG-12 - 57 personnel.

Three men to Landmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer Battalion.
One man to Vietnamese Language School, Okinawa
One man to Division Embarkation Schooli

Three men to Lanémine Warfare School, 1st Engineer
Three men to Landmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer
Four men to ICO Leadership School, Okinawa.

Three men to Landmine Wgrfare School, 1st Engineer
One Officer to Military Justice School, Okinawa.
Three men to Landmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer
Four men to CAP School IIT MaF.

Three men to Landmine Warfare School, 1st Engineer

Battalion.
Battz1lion.

Battalion.
BEatteglion.

Battalion.

from 012100H ~
from 022100H -
from 0324004 -
from 042300H -
from 052300H -
from 062130H -
from O72200H - 08C500H

Night Rein Firetecam Recon Patrol
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Hight Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Hight Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 082300H - 090300H
Day Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 090630H - 091100H

Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 10203CH - 110300H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 122330H - 130430H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 142400H - 150400H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 152200H - 160200H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 162400H .. 170530H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 172230H - 180430H
Day Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 180530H - 181130H

Hight Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 202330H ~ 210330H
Vight Rein Fireteam Regon Patrol from*212400H - 220500H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 232300H - 240330H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 252200H - 26033%0H
Day Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 261300H - 26180CH

llight Rein Fireteam Recon FPatrol from 272300H - 280400H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Fatrol from 232230H - 250300H
Wight Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 302300H - 310330H
Night Rein Fireteam Recon Patrol from 312230H - 0102304

0205004
0301004
040400E
0505 30H
0605008
070230H
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RAEFERENCES

Staff Jounals

Mapst AMS Series L7014; sheets 67391, 6739IV, 664011
AS Series L606X; Scale 13112,500 Chu Lai and Vicinity

Task Organization Report

Tactical Bridging Report

LOC Report

Engineer Operations Report

Patrol Reports

Civic Action Reports

Spot Reports

Weekly Progress Reports

TABS \/H Jéijopmfw /‘?FENRS&M Wd;b@amwl&)lmw.
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A

B.

C.

SFOT REPORT

UWIT REPORTING _ gn

DTG (HOTEL TIME) 0706538 Oet67

(1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTTER DoSIGNATION AND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

BT 179413
(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LeTTer DESIGNATION aND 6 PLaUs CUURDIHATES UR

D.

AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KWOWH FOSITION) _N/a

INCIDENT

——-Dbampoe detonated with hatterieas

E. ACTION TAKEW a5 A ReSULT OF "D" __ Blewn in place, rosulting crater
3! deep, 9' diameter.
F. FRIANDLY KIa N/A

Ga

FRIGNDLY WIA N/A

FRIANDLY MIA N/A

ENGMY KIA /A ey
£NEMY WIA N/A

dNAMY CONFIRMGL N/A
eNeMY SUSPECT N/A

WEAFONS CAPTURED  N/4

EQUIPMENT AHD DOCUMoNTS CAPTURED N/A
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SFOT REPORT

UNIT REPORTING peo

DTG (HOTEL TIME) _1003004 Qo7
(1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTTER DesIGNATION aND 6 PLACE COORDIN&TES)

BT 185405

D.

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LeTTsr DisSICNATION AND 6 ELaCs CUURDINATES OR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KNWOWN FOSITION) N/a

INCIDENT Bridse #21 was 25% destreyed hy explesien-during the

. —_night of 9 Octé7,

ACTION TAKEN &5 4 RoSULT OF "D _Bridge repaired

F.
G.
@
1.
Je
K.
L.
M.

K.

FRIGNDLY KIA N/A

FRIENDLY wIa  N/A

FRIGNDLY MIA N/a

. -,,WM
HNAMY KIA N/A ; WL noor p(\ WF‘TE‘_:’? ‘
' u

; i L
L,L_,J ~)l./uﬁh i,

LNEMY WILA N/A

ENEMY CONFIRmeD N/A

LNEMY SUSPECT N/A

WEAFONS CAPTURED N/A

EQUIPMENT AHD DOCUMuNTS CAPTURED N/A
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SFOT REPQRT

A. UNIT REPORTING gQp

B, DTG (HOTEL TIME)  120245H Oct&7

C. (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTTsR DesIGHATION aND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

BT 501057

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LeTTsr DESIGHATION AND 6 PLaCs CUURDINATES OR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KNOWN FOSITION) /4

D. INCIDENT Patrel saw 3 men, 1 with weapen. W®ired 5 rnds. S4,

3 rpnds, retuwned at patrel. P,ngma,; fled North, area cheaked,
— negativoe regulfs,

Be ACTION TAKEH »3 &4 RoSULT Qi "DU Wﬁ&%
£ furtl i ghti .

F. TFRIGENDLY KI4 N/A

G FRIZNDLY WI4 N/A

H. FRISNDLY MIA N/A [ TR D
m\‘lu LSChe

I. MY KIA N/A ———
Mw

Je  sMEMY WIa N/A

Ko MY CONFIRMaD N/A

L. CN&MY SUSPECT  N/A

M. WEAFONS CAPTURED  N/A

N. EQUIPMENT AND DOCUMwNTS CaPTURED _N/A
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SEOT REPORT

A. TUNWIT REPORTILIG gyo

B. DTG (HOTEL TIME) _141200H Qgt&7
C. (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeIT=R DeSIGHATION AND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

BT 180414

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LETTER DEsIGKATION AND 6 PLaCE CUURDINATES UR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KWOWN FOsSITION) _ N/A

D. INCIDENT _ Mine found at abege coardinates.

£. ACTION TAKEN .S 4 R&SULT OF "D" __ Mines blewn in place.

F. FRI&NDLY KIA _ N/A

G. FRIENDLY WIa _N/A

H. FRIAVDLY MIA _ N/A

I. BNAMY KIA N/A
Jo  ENAMY WIA N/4a

,l,.uv'""'_'—‘—
K. &NAMY COLNFIRMaL N/A

L. cN:MY SUSPECT N/A

M. VWEAFRONS CAPTURED N/A

H. EQUIPMENT AUD DOCUMuNTS CsPTURED _H/a
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SFOT REPORT

A. UNIT HEPORTING _gMC

B. DG (HOTEL TIME) 140730H Oct67

C. (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LiITHR D&sSIGHATION aND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

Bif 179414

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LETTER DESIGHATION AND 6 PLxGS COURDIMATES UR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KWOWH FOSITION) _ N/A

D. INCIDENT SMC lecated twe mines at abeve coordinates.

He ACTION TAKEN A3 a R&SULT OF D" __ Mines blown in place.

F. FRIGNDLY KTA __N/A

Gs FRIENDLY WIA _ -N/A

H. FRIZNDLY MIA __N/A T \‘
I, 2HaMY KIa N/& - ”HQE i

Jo  NsMY WIa N/A

Ko N&SMY CONFIRmsL _N/A

L. ©NEMY SUSPECT N/A

M. WEAFONS CAPTURED N/A

N. EQUIRENT aND DOCUMeNTS CsPTURED
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A
B.

c.

SFOT REPORT

UWIT REPORTING SMc

DTG (HOTEL TIME) 1509008 Oct67

(1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTT<R DESIGHATION aND 6 PLACHE COORDINATES)
¥

BT 234332

D.

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LETTER DEsIGNATION AND 6 ELuCE CUORDINATES UR
AZIMUTH 4ND RALGE FROM KWOWN ZOSITION) N/A

INCIDENT

B.

ACTION TAKEH a5 a RsSULT O “D" Blewn in place, resulting crater

—Cepaired immediately by SMC.

F.

Ge

H.

I.

Je

FRIZNDLY KIA  N/A

FRIENDLY WIA N/A
FRIENDLY MIA N/A

— M"::n': 5’ .:,'“.‘( ___'.-_ i
ENAMY KIA N/4 : \@W&JQ‘ NN
MY WIA N/4 | —

ENFMY COWFIRMaD N/A

ENEMY SUSPECT  N/4

WEAFONS CAPTURED K/4

EQUIFMENT AND DOCUmuNTS CsPTURED N/A
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A

C.

SEOT REPORT

UKIT REPORTING  SMpo

DI'G (HOTEL TIME) 210811H Oct67

(1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTT=R DuSIGWATIOH sND 6 PLACS COORDINATES)

BT 235330

D.

(2) ENEMY LOCATICH (2 LiTTwi DaSIGNATION AND 6 PLaCZ CUURDINATES OR
AZIMUTH &ND RANGE FROM KNOWH FOSITION) _N/4

INCIDENT One mine feund at the above coordinates. Improvised

satchel cherge apprex. 20 lbs. with bamboe pressure switch.

E. ACTION TAKEH a3 4 R&SULT OF "D" _ Blewn in place.

F. TFRIENDLY KIA __ N/

G. FRIENDLY WIA _ N/A

H. FRISNDLY MIA N/A o

1. MY KTa N/A - o s -,
\\B e :

Je  rlleMY WIa N/A /

Ko  dN@MY COLYIrvizy N/A

L. GNEWMY SUSPECT N/A

M. WEAFONS CAPTURSD _N/a

BQUIFMENT AUD DOCUMuNTS CsPTURED _N/A
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SEOT REFORT

A. TUUIT REPORTING SMD2 infe D6

B. DIG (HOTEL TIME) _260841H Oct6]

C. (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LrIT=R DZ3IGNATION AND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

BT 258290

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LeTTHR DEsICUATION allD 6 PLaCS COURDIWATES UR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KNOWN FOSITION) __N/A

D. INCIDENT Found one M-26 grenade rigged te be detenated upen

mevement., Nuts, balts and a.magazine of [1-16 tracers were placed

ageund the grenade.

E. ACTION TAKEM »S s RESULT OF "D" _ Blewn in place.

F. TFRIZNDLY KIA H/A

G. FRIENDLY WIA __ N/A

. J . i \-\ JEr it

H. FPRIANDLY MIA _ N/A ;Mqr“p°ﬁ n@(:\.:\ég\j E
S

I. sN4MY KIA  __ N/A ) \3\\‘3)4‘“" _,,__..—wg

Je  eMeMY WIs N/A

K. cNAMY CONFPIRMED N/A

L. oNeMY SUSPECT N/A

M. WEAFONS CAPTURED _N/a

N. EQUIFMENT AND DOCUNwNTS C4PTURED N/A
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SFOT REPORT

A. UNIT REPORTIHG SMD2

B. DTG (HOTEL TIME) _ 300755H Oct67

Co (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeTTZR De5SIGHWATION aND 6 PLACE COORDINATES)

BT 237327

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LETTHR DESIGHATION AND 6 PLaGS CUURDINATES OR
AZIMUTH AND RANGE FROM KNOWN FOSITION) _ N/A

D. INGIDENT SMD? .19 persennel feund a impreviged AP mine (lecal

manufacture, appreX. 1 1b.) at abeve coordinates. 3 Vietnamese

__warking in field about_ 400 meters away left the area whwn the mine

was lecated.
E. ACTION TAKEN 25 a RESULT Of "DV Blewn in place; resulting crater

—small, fixed immedistely.

F. TFRI=NDLY KTIaA N/&

Go TFRIZNDLY WIA N/4

H. FRISNDLY MIA N/a
i
I. sHIY KIA N/A o i
o Woakin s ot ey Y
Jo SMEMY /A | g\ti"‘” e

Ke ANdMY CONPIRMLL N/A
L. uNEMY SUSPECT N/A
M. WEAFONS CAPTURSED N/A

N. SQUIRMENT AND DOCUNwNTS CsPTURED _ N/4
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SFOT REPORT

A. UNID REPORTIVG SMD2

B. DI'G (HOTEL TIME) 2108305 _0ct67

C. (1) FRIENDLY LOCATION, (2 LeITsSR DuSIGNATION aND 6 PLACHE COORDINATES)

BT 238325

(2) ENEMY LOCATION (2 LETTER DESIGNATION AND 6 PLaC:i COORDINATES OR
AZIVMUTH AND RANGE FROM KNOWN FOSTIION) _ N/a

D. INCIDENT D2=19 persemel feund imprevised AT mine {cencrete txp_eh

e egtimate charge 10 1bs explegives with g self activating battery
' firing device. {(Pewer seurce B4 386).

e

o ACTION TAKEN aS A RSSULT OF "D" _ Blewn in pisce resulting in crater

3'X2'. Read repaired by D2.

F. FRIENDLY KIA N/A

G. FRIENDLY WIA  N/a

e o Y TR
H. FRISNDLY MIA NLA Er\ﬂﬁq rﬂ \ft:\wr:mz—E aﬁ%
I. uNaMY KIA N/A N ini e b %

|
J. HENIMY WIA N/A

K. £NdaMY CONFIRMED N/A

L. pNEMY SOSPECT N/A

M. WEAFONS CAPTURED N/%

N. EQUIPMENT AND DOCUMLNTS C4PTURED N/A
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) DRIZA COMPANY .
. 9th Engineer Battalien FHMF
FPO Sam Franciseo, Califernis 96602 '
. 25 Octeber 1967

- Fremt Comnding Orﬂeor

Tet Cemmanding Officer, 9th Enginaer Battalien FMF
Subjs After Actien Repert fer Opergtien LeMans
1. General

as Name of Operatien: Optntien LeMans

b. Date of Operatiens 9 - 14 Osteber 1967 with primary emphaun en the
period 1206% Oetebar 1967 te 150700 Octeber 1967.

)a. lecatiens 37 360190, lpproxinatcly 2 miles nerth of 3rd Brid;o (Bridge
#49) .

d. Centrel Hen.dquu'toru Cempany "DV, 9th Engmeu' Battalion
e. Reporting Officer: Captain B. K. WIBIRREGLY

" 2e Ormization

a. Cempany "D" (-)(Rein), 9th Engineer Battalien PMP

3+ Supperting Ferces

as Sérvico Cempany, 9th Engineer Battalien e -
be Headquarters Company, 9th Engineer Battalien - ‘ig \
“¢. PErave Cempany, 9th Engineer Battalien U%\‘ e f :..--»-""‘"’"J
d. U. S. iray. —

6. CAP Indfe

4. Missien: Repair twe washeuts en Route #1 at cesrdinates BT 360190 as

rapidly s pessidle te spen the reed te traffic. Te repair as necessary
2 partisl washeut ef g culvert at coerdinates 3T 353196.

5« Concapt ef Operatienst
- ae One washeut was p.pprroﬁ.ntely €0 yards leng sun& 15-20 feet deep, The

second washout was appreximately 40 yards leng and 10-15 feet desp. In edditien,
& 100 yard pertisn ef the resd betwesn the twe washouts was caved in. A

—— — _ e s~ - —
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49" oulvert at ceerdinates BP 353196 was partially caved in and abeut 60% ef
the rosd width was washed eut. _ ' '

23 Osteber 1967

bs The wvashouts eccuryed en a portien of Beute #1 that is & hard surfage
" read (of a depth ef gbeut 3 inshes) conatructed on a dike that croased =n open
area of rice paddies fer a distance of appreximetely 1/3 of a mile. There are
_three (3) 36" eulverts in the middle ef this srea, ene was dameged as & result
of the sterm. Dwring the dry seasern these culverts rum enly a few inches ef
vatsr. However, the area is a naturgl drain ghed fer a valley running aevaral
mileg west te the meuntains. On 8 Octeber 1967 this area received 14.49 inohes
of rain frem a trepiesl starm. The srea had been receiving moderate raims for
se¥eral days befere, Yhis rain plus the draim eff from the mountains and the
entire western szd of the valley resulted in a flesd well in excess ef the
three (3) oulverts aspability. The resulting velume of water, caused the
water to go ever the tep of the read. Thils resulted in severe erceisn at each
end ef the valley where the read/dike joined the high ground and caused the
‘ wveshouts. This portisn ef the read remained under vater frem late agtermecen
8 Octeber nntil midday 10 Osteber. The relative shallew aslepe ef the valley and
" a high sea on 9 Octeber cansed by the storm, tended %0 slew the natural
drainage flew. : r——rr . .

6. Exacutien - g . MNTHF Eﬁ-j

U

& Becanse of {leod watera, werk aould met stEX¥ TN the area prier te the
afternsen of 10 October 1967. This congisted msstly of pulling stuck vehicles
and equipment sut of the marshes and psddies seuth of the washout. ,

b. Fill gperatisng cemmenced en 11 Octaber 1967 but little progress was
made due te nen-availibility ef M-51 trucke. The few that were available were
able to de little mere than meintain a status que since water contimued te run
threugh the wvashed sut areas at a depth of abeut 15 feet, lLete in the afterneen
five (5) Arwy dump trucks begem hauling.

. ¢. Real pregress began en 12 Ooteber 1567, when up te 15' 9th Engineer
Battalion dump trucke and 35 Army dump trucks were svailable. Considerable time
was saved by preloading trucks the night before. .

d. From 0630 12 Octeber te O700 13 Ootebexr 1967 teth washouts and the
dansged sulvert at BT 353196 were filled. 4 bypass and a 40 foot &V culvert
ware inatalled.

. The oulvert was presssmmbled oulvert that we kesp on hand for auch
purpeses. vwhen it beceme apparent that culvert was required, personnel began
assembly of mere in the event it ware needed. o

£,  The bypass area was a typical rice paddy with a thin cever of sand that
had washed in with the sterm. Initially it wvewld suppsrt tracters em a marginal
basgig} but it was impassakle te }uaﬂed dumps with their mere cencentrated weight

’ o | - g ' 2-‘
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_ distl:i‘nution. &ﬁd vas hsuled frem a pnition appreximately 3 miles- amth
" of the work site. Alvminum airfield na.ttin; wae then laid lnd covered with

‘25 Ootober 1967

. mre sand.,.

'€+ The wnnhouts were croase_d and the culvort ‘at BT 553196 was finally
reached shertly befere dawn en 13 Osteber 1967. A decisien was made nst te -
offect any repairs at that time. Later in the sfterncen of 13 Octeber the
culvert began te limit the passage of traffie and repairs vere initiated.

The rubble was cleared, and one 36" culvert 40 feet leng was inserted inside the
eld culvert, snd thegares was backlilleds This was sccemplighed im ene hewr
and 0 mimutes by virtue ef having pre-apsseabled culvert and the necesssry
equipment and £11) material roquircd, pre-pesitioned at Hill 54 in antieipation
-of this ﬂentuulity. et ok LB o

7o Summexy ef Operatismg: . Uﬂ (P" ""AWFHEB :

bn.:»' TR |

2. 'The ﬁjority of the werk was aceoma—duriwfu from
0630 12 Octeber te 0700 15 Octeber 1967. During this peried up te 50 trucks
vere available with approxhatoly 35 in eperatien ‘ut sny ene tim.

b: These trueks hanlnd. appreximgtely 485 leads for e totnl of 2400 cubio
' yards ef reck fill and appreximately 50 cubic yn'dn of sand.

Ce It is estimated they dreve appreximately 14,550 miles in 2400 man heurs.
d. The ene way hanl distance was 15 miles or 30 miles turn arsund.

ee HNMinimup jurn sreund time was 13 heurs altheugh 'ﬁt averaged clsser te
2% heurs vhen allewing for leadihg and unleading time. This alse includes
an estingted figure fer time lost due te flat tires, stuck vshicles, sterping
for neals, etc.

f. The epuration required direct coerdinatisn ef approxinately 100 personnel
frem all four of the onpmiu praegent in the batislien, Army truck drivers and
shetguns, 3 platcens ¢f Avmy treck vehicles, MPs and CAP pu:sannol during the
heure of darkness the night ef 12 ~ 13 Octeber 1967. It is estimated that the
eperatisn invelved upwards ef 350 te 400 per:ennel frem a maltitude of
erganizations during the night.

g VWith a few miner exceptiens noted belew the utmest cesperation was
raceived from all suppexting units. It must ds conceded that witheut suppert
~ and cesperation frem the Army, it weuld have taken at least T2 hours te acocemplish
what wo.s dcns in 24. :

8. Commmioationn Only lli.datly better than nene at all. Specifics are
nmoted belew under 3Supperting Klements.

9. Supperting Blements .

e ‘Amw.ucurity ferces: Whille this censiated mostly of sleeping on the
road it did accemplish the missien in that we were gecure all night.
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23 Ogtober 1967
Definite provisiens wust be made for raffic contrel in the future.

f. The Army MP's sheuld have olosed the read en 9 Osteber 1967 vhen it
became spparent it wes lapassable. Waen they failed te de se we should hWave.
This was net socemplished wmiil 10 Octeber when I went to Hill 54 and asked the
MRE's to close it. Even this was net cempletely successful until we put sut eur
ewn road guards st Hill 54 and Pridge #4%.

€+ Pre~assembled cﬁluzt should he kept on hand at all tinea. However we do
need a regulexr field kit fer assembling the culvert, teels, slings, stretcher
bars, este., rather than dopmding 50 Much on & erane.

he We need more sand, raok and dlret fill sites; as emsny as can be found te
elimingte leng hauls. _Hawcnr these soenn to be lizited.

' i. Army support and eeeperation ‘was outbtmding beth im trucks and security.

‘4. The dattallon sheuld never get itself in the position where it has ne
wracker available ggaine Altheugh admittedly twe wrackeras de net leave much
reom for flexibility vhen snly one is in eperatioen.

k., 7The same gpplies te lewdeds. The battalion gheuld naver get below
four (4) eperating lowbeds with tracters o vailable in camp.

l. COur presant trucka are net enpa.bla of eustained operations ef this
natuvre ever a long peried.

. #e The higher hersespaver Aray mlti.fuul- greatly outperformed our truocks.
They are much hardey te. wire in the mud and require less time in low rangs.

n. The tires we are preséntly Teseiving are mest inadequate.
@ o 1R houid be sutmitted for the hydrenlio lines en the BIMCO traster.

pe The B sheuld be changed te allevw eash letter cempany at least ens wineh
for their EH@@!- _

ge A werkable system for ab-tlinint parts sfter hours should be met up. If
the present eysbem is satiffactedy then the companies should de thersughly
scheoled in its mechanics.

r. Each cempany should have an -AK/ERC 125 radie snd Battalisn should have e set up
vhere a telophane ean be hoohd inte the radiec wet.

Be hmemml frem D Compapy were dribbled in as thuy became aveilable from
other joba, wm’sully invelvimg almest everyene, in some capaeity, that was net en
‘guard or at 111 29, This sewpled with the gbsence of all four Lt's resulted in
a noticesdble lsek ef ergenizatisn at times, and should be aveided hereafter.

-
=

. Tastma.

| MB&@LL s UE

i s A

'J

Do almeraw
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23 Ontobez_ 1967

be CAP Indiz persenmel: Same a» 9; a/bove.

c. Akemy drivers and trusks: The drivera vere every bit as soed as ours and
the m.ral porformanse of their trucks was well sbeve eurs.

de 9th Bugineer BeAtalisn Mater Transport (Service, "B, and D" Cempany)

(1) e lask af a wrecker was prevably the mest serious limiting
facter in the eperstisa. 3Bscuaas of the condition of the read and limited
tura areund areas a greet many trucka became stuck. Thus traffic was cematantly
held up vhile a trecter e tank manveversd to pull sut the truck, further
ul:ging the road as theg did.

(2) T™he svalladlility of emly 15 eut of &J Gth 2nginser Battalien tmok-
is sn unacoeptable figare under any cirvumstahces. In addition, hed emeugh
9th Bngineer Zattalien ¢xacks been available during the peried 9-11 OGctobaxr 1967,
the 24 hour operatiem ef 12+13 Decteber 1967 sould have been avolided. However
1t 1s apparent thed %k Rugilnesr Batialien trucks cannet standup te the driving
conditions thay were sxposed to duriag this eperation. Due to post eperation
deadline this batselisn was eut of W51 dump trucks for all practiesl purpeses

on 14-15 Getaber 1967.

(3) e lask of sccidents cenoidering the speeds «nd diatances invelved
Plus the buﬁn; thed doth the trucks and drivers teok was moat impressive.

(4) %xe lssk of lowbeds ssricusly limited epsrsiions. Only the %we
of D Conpany were available; agaim an unacceptable figure for ar eperatien
of this scoepe. Mamy events were delaysd while lewbeds wera shutiled frem plase
19 plmv

(5) The poar quality eof our tires became very apparent. Ailtheugh
the driving eondittems were severe they vare not that bad. Farticularily

‘moticeable wap the mumbder of recaps that aimply came apart. Almost as mach

truck time vas lost te flat tires as to vehicles being astuok.
(6) Prebadly the next mest frequent fallurs was terque reds, altheugh
this is meatly atiridatable to the driving cenditiens snd leag haule with a
full 19“- )
() Tail gstes sise failed at an alarming rate.

.. ‘.—mbn Reuipnent

.('1'), Fou problems were éxperienced as thare was little .equiplcnt invelved.

R
— e o

UNeL: . . oiep |

A e,
M‘M

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

23 Dato‘nu‘ 1967

Fy lecemd BR‘ICO was meeded ak 24@0 en 12 Oetabor 1967 but 4idn't arrive
until sbeut 0400 13 Octeder. This delay waa canged by poor comunisations,
ervers by D Cempamy mls the unaveilability of lowbeds.

(2) 'The diffieulty ef getting repair parts after hours vas again
peinted eut. I'm not aetisfied yet as te uhether this was the fault of the

battalien supply system, D Gupuw personnel, or eamniutisna. Perhaps all
e«n’crﬂmtcd te this as well. - '

~ (3) Once sgain the wumrability of the Bmco hydraulic hoses was
peinted out. I feel this iz a definite design defficiency.

(4) algo strengly peinted out again wae that the preseny B 18 defficient
in that it dees net previde winched for the letter cempany EIMCOS. I feel it is
imparitive that letter “-.pmigl have & minimum of one.

. f. Cemmunicatiens
(1) Cempletely inadequate for sn operatien of this scope. If ene T~
ocan talk direotly te the individual witk vhem they are trying to communicate,
the werd geis suts If hywever; it has te be relayed, the eystem hreaks dowa.

(2) Prem DE/D35 te Relay te COC te the addvessee by.radie and back
agein almost always msmaged te get the message garbled. It was eften an almost
expet duplicate of the childrens' game of sltting in s circlo and passingsa
meesage sreund and getting 1% ba@k umrecegxizablo. .

(3) Undoubtedly pesr radis precedurss by D Company psrtially centribmted
te the problem but there was alss a geed deal of merr:leioncy on the part of
the trained cemmunicaters.

(4) Hewever I feel tas hasic preblea is not in the 'jaeraonne'l &8 much
‘_a.s it is the equipment that reguires three relays in 15 milea.

g+ Health and Cemfert

, (1) I failed te marrange fer &« corpmman., I wimply forget this fer a
miltitude of masons, nome of which excuses it. This is a besic reguirement '
that sheuld net be sverlcoked, .

(2) © Ratiens wers initially previded throudaeut the day before 1t wvas
declded to work ell night. These preved te be gufficient in quantity as &
supplement threugheut the nA 1%, Evening chow was arranged and both drivers and
personnel en the glte weFe mttled in for s het meal. In sddition chow and
ceffee were provided in the piis. Hewever, semehow the messhall did net get
the werd en feeding the t#edps in the field. They were apparently teld werk
weuld segure at 220@ anad rropu'ed nld rates te be aerved in the messhall. When

5 HM@; PP
: . L"“L“’ '\«bu\,u\ig.-,j
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23 Cotober 1967

I became avare ef this I notified the leuha.ll at sapproximately 2300 ®hat chew
sheuld be delivered te the site. In thesry all that was required vas to leed
the chew being prepared en a vehicle and éoliver it. Yet for no reasen I can
reeognizo this toek until 0300, : C

(3) Vater was fnitially previded threugh canteens and vater cazs until
such tize as the decisien wes pade te werk all night. After this it teeky % far
to leng te got a ‘water bﬂfale te tho area.. L - i

10. Cenelusi@n L ' s o 7 e

s The 'bypaea preved i’su vorth and ita constructien did mt detrast frem
the main aperationi ‘The send again preved teh a goed nta.biliser snd contributed
even more than the matting. o .

be The RoRsoens will Frove or dispreve the werth of the uulvort. Whethay
"the velume of water te be draimed is sufficient te effaet the disadvantage ef
sdding a wesk spot subjeet to attack from eresien and enemy will be seen.

@. I was urable ts make an on the spot investigetion ef the culvert at

BT 353196 until dawa 13 Octeber when we got acress the second washeut. Three
slternatives were availebles (1) Let traffio threugh heping it would held amd
repair it preperly latart (2) Close the gap and culvert with £ill as en immedizte
wlutien and (3) Held traffic wntil a culvert could be ingtalled and then back=
fdlled. -The third ehoise, I rejected hecause it %euld neccessitate keeping
the read closed seversl mere hours wkile the necesssry equipment and culvert were
‘brought up and put in plm. I& was essential that traffic be permitted to
move. The second chedse, whila certainly the ufe t was alse the most unecensm~
ical, IF the rirst chdéfee werked, in that it muld‘ga e required eventually
.clesing the read fer slose to a day te clean ocut the eld culvert end fill, inltn.ll
new culvert, gud baskfill. Thus I gembled that the reed would hald leng eneugh
te get the imitial gurgs of traffic threugh. Vith this in mind weé staged the

.aecuury 2431 and equipment at Hill #54 and breught up 40 feet of 36" oulvers

frem eur cespeuntd: Al¥heugh the rosd did held.up fer svhile it deteriorated
Bere Tapidly then I had snticipatad. By early afternson en 15 Octeber 1967, it
became a risk cressing snd began te aslew up traffic. Hgwever in retrespeet under
the same circumatances I would make the game decision ageim. The rogd was epen
to traffic frem 0700 te 1660, It was cempletsly elesed only at 1600 when we
blecked 1t to effect the neceseary ropeirg. Wiih a1l maderial and equipment staged
it was cleared, new culvert ingtalled, and backfilled by 1720. Rathir than
removing the remaining half ef the 40" culvert we simply -dleared sut the rubble
and inserted s 36" culvert inside ef 1¢, and bgekfilled it. I weuld recommend
weing this method whenever pnl'fhlc in the future. ,

d. The heavy and eomtmt hauling operatim caused a good deal of damage
_ o tho read, fBoulders and éitches.

@e Traffic contrel as Tun by D Onpany needs to be mpreved. Instances of
3 or 4 people trying te gufdé eiie tvuck at enes vhile exe nman wea left with 15

trueks seversl tinel Ransged §6 tura a miner traffic jam into @ eonp_]_.ggg_ﬁns.
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'However. cerisidering the hedge pedge ef ﬁeréanﬁd and unite involved and the

availebility of enly 9 ofﬁ.oar aml 4 steff h‘GO'a 2 cu-tgm munt of di-
organization was imevitsdle. &

- The pu‘fnnunco oF beth Any drivorl and shetgung plnl the v‘kzsons

~_ .of this battalion was outatanding. A few drivers drove 24 !‘miﬂij ‘heure and

almast all doeve at Loast 12, '!hu'e vas no preblem in finding shetgins and

- 4in faet she preblem was net in getting eneugh persennel, dbut in getéing rid

of" thuo mt, needed, There were a gooé many ‘more nhotguna than trucks.

Ou- persennel are mcre sapable of working lemg hours than our squipment.

'Hmy peeple werked 36 heurs siraight and still were sble te functienm beth phyasically

and nontglly. Several key gerumd worked well imto the night 10 - 11 Osteber

' unl 12 = 13 Octeber as well &3 full time days. However D Cempany at least showed

a definite drep in effi¢iensy foxr a oauple of days after, almest o though they

‘me aufi‘erinz a glgandie Rangever,

S 3

-7 ¥. Despite the inexpériencs en -the part of D Cempany and the batt.lion as

units wvith night speratiens ef this erder, the limiigtien of equipment, vehfples, -
terrain, westher and 4hé hedge podge of units involved, the ultimate requirément
of acoomplishing the mfawiea ¥aa acheived end should net be overlooksd in any

poat amalysis.  Althowgh p # net an srtiistic sucdens, mest impertent the

job was completed 5 Rewrs m to the Battalien deadline and well bvefore that
astimated by all etheiss In additisn a great dezl was learmed that cen he uged

in future eperaticens. :

B K. WIZBERHOLD
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