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OPLA.N' _ 1,.68 Relief/Reinforcement/Counterattack· of Refugee Camps, Reset-
tlement Areas, C!P. Posts··a:nd Installations 

Refe:rences1 Map; Vietnam 1 :50,000, Series L7014, Sheets 6739 I and 6'739 IT. 

1. SITUATIOm 

a. En~ Forces t Current Intaum. (Annex A). 

b. Friendly Forces: 

( 1) 198th Inf Bde (Lt) continues apns in the Chu l&'i TA.OR. 

(2) 7th Tactical Air Ferce proVides close air support as required. 

(3) Divis;i.C?n .14~h ·Aviatio~ Bn p.-rovide lift aircraft ~d gunship 
suppo1."t a.s :required·~ · ' · · 

(4) 1-14 Arty Bn ·-~~ ,rein.f:or9ing _Arty provide close !'ire sup:port 
.. .:: ' 

{5} Ca:nbined. ~tiJn:.cempan;y 13. (CA.CO 13) maintains eight (8) 
Combined Action Pla:to'ons '·(ru) e.nd ·condl.lcts. comtia.t apns in the Bn J.O. .. ., . . 

(6) :Bde Forward Air Controllers ,(FA~f and Div Arty Aerial Ob•. 
;.:;ervers (1:..0) support ground opns. · 

(7) Swift Boats patrol coastal wa:t;ers (Market Time Opns) ad­
jacent to Bn M:J and provide direct and indirect mortar. fire on call. 

( 8). GV.1' Force;s to include .\RVN a.rid RF /PF conduct o_pns in :Bn ilO 
and provide• pr:i.m.a.ry security forces for refugee centers a.nd installations 
in their a.rea ot ~P.CJl'.8:I.Oility1 B&V4tlll"~ De~lopnen't (ro>) Teams 
:):"'i·• .. ct C;';_)ns in the Bi:nri'S.-:h 1:ntric"':: '.'12:.--1 2.s,.;i,Jt in t1.::f~,::.lc.!2 o: t., 1e 
..c,.:~f.J:r~ .. ;, 01.:;nt•:~-._"'s °' ~ 

c,. li..tta.ohments: The tactical situati~n dicta.til:i.g t1·1e execution -,_f 
this plan mey- als-o dictate the attaclunent of addittional troops. 

d• iuurumpt ions: 

Group - 4 
Downgraded at 3 Yr Intervals 
Declassified Mte.r 12 Yrs 
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' ( 1) ;·:.rtille:ry -sup!fflrl is 'in range of the obj':<ctive area. and 
fj!t,eW:barr>liGt~!requttstfsd,:andri:djusted through US a.d:viso~s at tho objective 
arca,~-:t)k~];,::~ffl.X:si, :Ol£:.US'. lmits in the irru,K,diate Vicinity. 

(2) , The battalion affecting t!,r:, rolief/reinforoement/counter­
atta.ck ca.n proVide at le~t one_ rea,ctL,nJo:r::ce platoon within 30 minutes 
and a company(-) in~ (+11) :hour .. ;.- t 3 (" / -, {- ( -~ ~; .:,_',,. 

(3) Sufficient holicopters will be available to lift one r:i.Ue 
platoon wi tM.n 30 minutes from notification, and a rifle company( .. ) in 
"'ne hour. 

(4) GVN/US Forces in the area of contact . ca.n maintain their 
positions for at least 45 minutes, or until reaction forces arrive. 

(5) .lul forces provided to the reaction battalion will be Opcon 
i.mmedia~ely upon entr., into the :en l.O. 

(6) Final. authority to initiate tpe rea.ctien plan and identifi­
cation of tho specific objective :rests with the CO, 198th LIB • 

. (7; ... ~cific Landing z.01;es and avexl~~ routei. m8¥ be selected 
be f ~·ha.ad,. ifily i!"i[Ji0c•:tf!.a; ~e:J:atffl!c ftMi::~~ ·~Mt~e ·~o- ... l 
tatod bl' tho'ta.ctiaa.l situa:t!on; ~ ' .. ·--: .:·· ?,::? '· ···: ,, _:: ·,·~: ·f<~ · 

2. MISSION: . · .. Inf pr~pa.res to relieva/reint'oroe/oounterattack to 
dos trey· er ·aa.~:eneiiy f'ei'.~s:sziln.d ·te~se~ 'or ~e'staoliah installa­
tions; Refugee. Camps. ancf 'Centers, JReeett1emeni 00il,reas,' 'JJJJ>. ~sts, a.nd -
Fixc .. Sup.eort Ba.sea hold or secured by FWF by the use of ground assault 
forces and multiple fire support elements. : .. · ·,• 1• :- • "· 

a:-.· bhneept-:or Operation-. 

(1) Batta.lion prc:>vides Relie£'/Reinforcement/Countere'.tta.k Fo:roes 
anr::1 assistance to designated _;i.nsto.llations, Refuge~ Centers, Rosettlement 
L.rea.s, CJ:P Posts ~r rirfl 1$upport 13~~}:,lbyi Irtqa.JiS "of AljUlory, organic 
marta.i--s, gunships/tlareships a.nd troops in that order. Indirect fires 
i,rill bv fired on request by GVn/us FQrces in the contact ar·oa. 

(2) Upon identification of a need to dispatch reinforcements 
to the tl"..reatcned area o.r when roquostcd by District/Province Hq, approp­
riz.to US ground troops will be inserted oi thor by foot movement, armored 
vehicle-, a.ix nssa.ult, swift boat, or 8. combination of the foregoil'l8'• 
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(3) Tho reinforcing units will be positioned to block probo,ble 
l;,vcpucs of w:i.thdravin.l of the enem~? force ru1d to o.ttr,,ck his flank(a) 8lld 
to"'dostroy hitl before he co.n wi.thrlr0,w. ·· ~ 

(4) Ciq:icumst2.nces r:ll'({ permit the insertion of 0, reaction force 
~roctly ,litite a.· •cure Landing Zone at o:rry one of the: eight c:..P Posts, 

, secure· :14:ist~lati.OJ+.,Or propositioned ground troops in the 1 .. 0. 'J:ho roac-
. tiQ!l force mission w.il.l be oriented on tl10 enemy activity and will be c,d­
jusj;od 2-s dictctod by the current t~.ctical situo.tion. 

(5) Reaction forces will be selected from fire ba.scs w:1cnovcr 
possible to tpke ma.ximum e,dv2nto.ge of their ::i..bility to c.ssc.mblo quickly 
inn secure area. 

(6) US ground f orccs operating in tho ore a of tho contact will 
assemble a.nd movo to blocking positions as dircictcd by tho Battalion 
C01;"!l!l::'.ndox. 

(7) Supporting GS e.nd DS i..rtillery :Batteries within ro..ngo of 
the o.ro2. of contect provide support as required (sec 1.nncx B .. Fi.re 
Support Plo.n). -· 

b. Scheme of Maneuver and Operations Overlccy-s: Arm.ex C - M. 

o. A Co, B Co, C Co, D Co. 
(1) P%'ovi.de a. ono pln.t roe..ction force in 30 minutes,' on order •.. 

(2) Bo p:rcp,'.'Xcd to provide comp...."..l'lY(-) for movement in one' hour. 

(3) Be :prepared to nssume: cammrnd of nll :reaction forces in the 
':,rec.. of contnct. 

(4) Bo p:repn:rcd to conduct l'.. night CL. into e, secure or insccui:o 
LZ or conduct ovcrlvnd mevo either by foot or supportod by n:rmorcd por­
so11ncl c::'Xric:ra or by swift bcx:',ts into the n.rca. of contact c.s dictated 
by tho tMtico.1 situdion. 

(5) :SC prcpo.rod to conduct f\ ground attn.ck agr.inst enc~,. forces 
in tho 2.roi:,, of contnct immodi[',tcly upon insertion into the obje:ctivc ~C'~• 

(6) Units being reinforced nrc to be prcp::'.rcd to use petrols to 
secure t'..nd identify I.nnding Zenos for hcli-0optor combat n.sst>.ult force, 
n.nd to provide a. briefing ;for tho colilll)(Ul.dcr of tl\o 0.:i. fo;-oo on the 
grO\.md situction, 

(7) .Be prcpRrod to su(nll'O additiono.l fire b$os/stl'.tic security 
missions of forces C<;l!ll!llittod to the objective n.ron. 
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(1) Provide one platoon reaction force for air ar su:rfa....e mave­
ment in 30 minutes. 

(2) .Be prepared to relocate part or all of 4.2 ,morter platoon 
in •rd.er to prov;ide close support in the area of contact e..s required. 

e. HTroop, 17th Cav: (-). 

(1) Be prepared to move from present pcsit,i_ons in the battalion 
AO and to link up with and conduct assaults, with gr<:1W1d forces to destroy 
enenzy- foroes investing CAP Posts, Refugee Centers or installations. 

(2) All elements committed Opoon to g:round oommander upon linkup 
ar mdio contact. 

(3 ) Prepaxe to support ground attacks by fire or assist in 
securing faoilities as required. 

' 
f. Bn Surgeon. c~ - .·;,: 

I 

( 1) P:i:-epe.re emergency medic·a.1 supplies 'an.a; a.·. nlei:1:i.eaJ. team to be 
inserted into the install~tion requi.ring assistance on or~e~• 

(2) Medical. Team e..nd supplies t:o be reaey for movement wi1ihin 
30 minutes of· alert. 

g. Coordinating Instructions. 

(1) Plato~ reaction forces will consist of at least 25 personnel, 
~en·ted, if necessary, with M-60 Maohineguns. 

(2) All company commanders and platoon leade:rs/pla.toon se:rgeants 
will "'>lR all installations, areas of responsibility as listed in the e.nnexss. 

(3) ill fire bases be p:repa.red to mark PZ's a.nd LZ's within fi:re 
suppm .. "'li base perinleters during hours of darkness. 

(4) Fixes in close proximity to friendly positions will be 
vbserved and adjusted by US Forces 011 tho' ground or relayed to GVN Forces 
through US Advisor or as directed by Airborne Observer. 

(5) Gunships and flareshipa will be controlled initially by the 
Battalion Tactical Operations Center (moc) as they enter the AO and than 
directed by forces on the ground in the objective area. la.ck of O(JllIID.l.lU­
cation w:ith grou...~d controller and gunships at the objective area~ be 
reason enough to negate their engagement of a.rea targets. 

(6) The same rules of e!'lt,cra.gemr:::nt apply to the use of USAF C-47 
(SPOOKY) gunships. 
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C O.f·.J F ICE.. NT.\ AL.. 

4. .AJJUNISTRATION ill> 1'GIS'£ICS: 

a. Administration: Current Ad.min SOP a1)plies. 

b. Logistics: 

(1) Curlrent .~istio~ SOP applies. 

(2) Reaction. force- cexry minimum of three d): "C" ra.tion/LRR.P 
meals a.nd two (2) oa.riteeris bf i,atex.. ·' ; . 

· · (3) Ee;ch plat carry minimum or one ( 1) mine detector and each 
sqd one (1) M-72 (LA.W). : , · · . 

, ' . . 

(4) ill personnel ·wil:1 wear flak jackets and. ca.rr:, pl'Otective 
ma.ska when colilllitted as a. night or day- reaction f~oe. 

(5) Particular emphasis w:i.11 be placed on t;rupplying reaction 
force~ with night lighting devices such as Strobe Lights,. trip £la.rest 
and flashlights to insure positive means far r.a.a.rking troop's location 
far night air support requirements. Units will insure ea.ch platoon 
oa:rries a minimum of 15 cans of smdce and at leo.st ~e ( 1) air-ground 
pen.el. 

{6) Each man will carry 5 so.n.dba.ga when the ruclcsaoks are ~d. 

(7) F.ach platoon will carry 5 lbs of C4, 5 blasting caps and 10 
feet of det cord. 

(8) For pla;nning· p1.U:poses·, prePc'1X8 to insert one 81mm, ,rlth 
crew and ammunition e.fter reaction force reaches the objective area. 

5. COMMA.Nil AND SIGNAL: 

(1) See current SOI & SSI. 

(2) Night CA to be conducted on Bn Air/Ground frequency. Chango 
to frequency of unit ground conu:1ander, on ,order. 

(3) .\11 air support, gunships 1 flare ships·, and Spooky oontaot 011 

Ba.ttalion C~d i.ni~ially then to ground commander frequency, on order. 
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CON·F\t>t: N"J·\AL 
' -· 

. •.b. Command• Ground forces pa:i."liicipation in the reaction force be 
prepa:red to exeoute plans i.mder control cf ground commander designated 
}>y?ba.t talion ccmna.nder. 

Acknowledge. 

ANNEXES& A - Intelligence 
B - Fire Support Plan 
0 - Phu.ooTien, LZ Pu.radise, CAP 135 
D - 0.t;P 13.3', ~huna Hoc. 
E - Son Tra., CAP 134·, Biver Boat Sm.th 
F - OAP 132 
G .,.. CAP 131 

._, 

H - CAP 1;6, CAP 138', Phu le(~)', Tien n:t.o·, l3inh Son Bridge 
I - Mnh Son D:i.$t Hq, Cha.u...O, Tu-Van, Thong !tr, CAP' 137-, An Chau 
J • Vinh Xuo.n(1), Vinh Xuan(2), Vinh Jfua.n.(3), ·)tr Yen 
K • Lien Tri·, LZ Dottie · 
L - LZ :Bay~t 
M • LZ Gator 
N' - }sdieo.J. Assistance, Mass Ca.suo.lties 
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C 1:=) N F { DE N Tl A L :Jo:··:- ··No .. J .. )•f _k_covics 
Hq, 1st Bn, 52d Inf 

ROUTINE 1Z Ga:~r (J3S56e965) RVH 
272200 Jul 68 

FROM: CO, 1-52 Inf, 193th Inf Bde (Lt), CHU L.'.i.I, RV1T 

TOs SEE DISTRIBUTION 

CONFIDENTI.li.L 

SUBJECT: FitAG om, _ .... li.--- to OPORD 2-68 (1-52 Yri.ssion) 

a. Provide securl.ty for LZ G.ATOR. 

b. Conduct squad-si~ pat:i::ols, ambushes and S\ll."Veillanee 
ope:ratio:ns in AO vicinity LZ G.L.TOR. Operations to be 
conducted primarily at night. 

c. Provida one plat as the :Enttalion Reaction Farce. 

d. Otte plat Opcon t-0 E Co to a.ssis"..; in security of LZ 
CBIPP.EW.li. and continue petrols and f'.lllbushes in ~o. 

2. (C) B Co. 

[',• Provide one plat minforced for secui."i ty of LZ Pl.Bl:.DISE. 

b. Conduct squad-size patrols and ambushes in .,'.>.O vicinity 
LZ P.:..:at.J)ISE to deny enemy rou.tes of approach into Plru.oc 
Tian Refugee Center. 

c. Two platoons secure River Beet South and conduct squad­
size ambush patrols and com.bet patrols in AO -west of 
River Boe..t South in coordination with C\P 134. 

3. (c) c co. 

a. Pravi.da security for LZ lXJI'TIE. 

b. Conduct interdiction activities a.nd cordon and search 
of villages in the o.:rea of' LZ rol'TIE to· e liminato prob­
able VC transportation units and movement of supplies 
through the a.i.-ea. 

c. One plat continue combat patrols and nmbushes in Rockot 
Pocket .L::r::ea. 

Group ... 4 
Doungraded at ; Yr Intervals 
Tuclossifiod After 12 Yrs 
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