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Cavalry Forces Kill 61 IVA 
HILL 29-Americal Div. air and ground cavalrymen 

trapped and killed 61 Nor:th Vietnamese regulars re­
cently in a close-in, 11-hour battle described by their 
commander as a "classic cavalry action." 

Jet bombers supporting the lst Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
"Dragoons" and the "Blue Ghosts" of .Trp. F of the 
8th Cav. accounted for another seven kills in the first 
significant action in the division's area in several days. 

The fight started early July 
23 when an enemy force began 
pelting a Trp. A platoon w ith 
recoilless rifle fire from a hill-
top west of here. 

Engineer Company 
"We have reason to believe 

the force w::ts an NV A engineer 
company, and I think the only 
reason i t fired at my platoon 
was to scare it out of the area," 
said LTC R ichard D. Lawrence, 
"Dragoon" commander. 

The mobility of the ground 
cavalry and the quick reactions 
of the air outfit combined to 
give the enemy sold iers more 
than t hey had bargained for. 

gunships while the tracks were 
enroute," Lawrence said. 

"I don't th ink the enemy had 
planned on a sustained con­
tact, and I think he was pretty 
surprised at the classic cavalry 
swiftness." 

\Vork With Dragoons 
The "Blue Ghosts" are as­

signed to the division 's 123rd 
Avn. Bn. and work under the 
operational control of t he 
"Dragoons," primarily as a re­
connaissance element. 

The remainder of Trp. A 
joined with its 2nd platoon, 
and, enlistin g the aid of the 
gunships and artillery fire, 
ringed the enemy soldiers anrl 
went in after them. 

"We got the remainder of 
Trp. A on the road quickly, and 
hit t he enemy with artillery, 
·jet strikes and the 'Blue Ghost' 

Vietnamese 
Police Unit 
Helping 11th 

"There was vecy little con­
tact for a while, then some of 
our gunships discovered move­
ment to the south. The ground 
units adjusted their positions 
and surrounded the enemy 
again," said MAJ Harold J . 
Earlywood, "Blue Ghost" com­
mander . 

WORK TOGETHER-A Cayuse observation helicopter from the 8th Cav.'s Trp. F hover s 
near a thicket while ground soldiers of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. go in to recover· the body of 
a ·viet Cong killed by the air cavalrymen. A combined action such as this accounted for 
68 enemy kills recently. (Photo by Sp4 Bill Guerrant, Photo Editor) 

LZ BRONCO- "Jungle War­
r iors" engaged in intensive 
search m issions · are getting 
help from a new platoon of 
Vietnamese pol'cemen. 

A pla toon from the Viet­
namese Nationa l Police F ield 
F orce (NPFF ), a highly-train­
ed team of combat policemen 
from Quang Ngai, is currently 
under the operational - control 
of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s provost' 
marshal. 

The first 24 NPFF's arrived 
here recently and underwent a 
week's training in airmobile 
operations and an or ientation 
on brigade operations in south­
ern Quang Nga i P rovince. 

Highly Trained 
MAJ J ohn L. P ittman, 

brigade provost marshal, said 
the policemen are "highly 
trained and efficient. Their 
training combines both police 
work and infantry tactics for 
functioning in a combat situa­
tion , especially in counter­
insurgency oper ations. 

"They are not trained or 
equipped as assault troops, but 
are intended to work in a sup­
porting role with the infantcy." 

The platoon's specialists, 
(Continued on Page 8) 

Heavy Enemy Fire 

No Escapes 
This time, no one escaped 

the trap. 
Daring Pilot Saves Marines 

The cavalrymen dismounted, 
and, with the aerial-rifle pla­
toon from t he "Blue Ghost" 
troop, began searching bunkers 
and spider holes for the enemy. 

"We had hit them so hard 
they were completely dis­
organized. My men moved 
from bunker to bunker and 

LZ BALDY- Teamwork by 
Army, Air Force and Marine 
aviation units combined recent­
ly with a daring individual 
effort by an America} Div. 
helicopter pilot to pull eight 
Marines from the jaws of a 
trap being closed by 50 North 
Vietnamese regulars. 

spider hole to spider hole and WO Leon Schoenborn, of 
mopped them up. We killed Columbus, Ga. , made two runs 
several with grenades t hrown under intense enemy fire to 
in bunkers, and several by pick up the leatherneck s from 
simply going in after them;" the 1st Recon. Bn. of t he 1st 
said CPT George Kaczer, of Marine Di '· 
Spokane, Wash., Trp. A com-
mander. The fighting was so heavy 

Kaczer said he and the men t hat the rescue was delayed 
(Continued on P age 8) twice while the supporting 

gunships from the 71st Avn. 
Co. r eturned to LZ Baldy to 
rearm and refuel. 

Schoenborn is a lso a part of 
t he 71st Avn. Co., and had been 
flying a flareship helicopter in 
support of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
when t he emergency call was 
sounded by the Marines. 

Heavy Fire 
An Air Force "Spooky" flare­

ship took over the illumination 
chores for Schoenborn as he 
prepared to move in for the 
pickup. As his sh ip went down, 
enemy autom atic weapons be­
ban blasting away from all 
sides. 

Triple Punch Kills J7 
LZ DOTTIE- Army 'nfan trymen, Navy 

swift boat's and Air F orce jet bombers teamed 
up in an operation near here to hit a Viet Cong 
unit with a triple punch. 

The combined attack left 17 enemy dead. 
The figh ting broke out when an Air Force 

forward air controller saw abou t 40 enemy 
soldiers about eigh t miles northeast of Quang 
Ngai. 

Eight air strikes hit the area and destroyed 
some 103 enemy structures and fortifications. 
Following the strikes, t he men of Co. A of 
the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. were 

ai r lifted to the sea~ide area shortly before 
dark to search for the fleeing enemy. 

Gunships provided overhead firepower dur­
ing- the early stage of the battle. 

Shortly before midnight, the Viet Cong hit 
the company's position with small arms and 
automatic weapons fire. Again g,unships were 
called in, and, with the help of flareship heli­
copters, they drove off t he enemy. 

Throughout the action , U.S. Navy swift 
boats blocked the enemy's chance of escaping 
along t he South China Sea coast, and ARVN 
junks patrolled the river lagoon to the south. 

' 'I told him to abort the 
mission, but he elected to stay 
and try," said WO J ames M. 
Collins, Jr. , of San Antonio, 
Tex., the commander of the 
gunships. 

The delay in boarding caused 
by the hostile fire forced 
Schoenborn back into t he air 
after only three of t he Marines 
had boarded. 

Used Ammo 

The gunships used up all 
t heir ammunition covering t he 
first attempt, and were forced 
back to Baldy for more. They 
had already rearmed once. 

When the aircraft returned 
to the scene, t he men on the 
ground reported t hat t he ma­
jority of enemy movement had 
shifted to higher ground . The 
gunships attacked under Air 
Force illumination . 

As the enemy force began 
closing in on the leathernecks, 
Schoenborn once again m ade 
t he trip down . 

"We moved in with all our 
guns firing, and 1 he rescue 
came off 'fast. We use<l up all 
our ammo protecting 1 h m on 
t he second run , too," Collins 
said. 



This s tre tch of High­
way 1 near Mo Due has 
been n•ade "like new" by 
soldie rs of the 39th Eng r. 
Bn. (Photo by Sp4 James 
Leahy , 39th Engr. Bn.) 

MAT 

Advisers' Role 
Sldlled Men Package Water 

By SP4 JOHN NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

The many headlines about fighting men in Viet­
nam tend to overlook an individual who is also helping 
the South Vietnamese government and army-the U.S. 
military adviser. 

The Mobile Advisory Team (MAT) is made up of five of 
these men- a captain, a lieutenant. a light weapons NCO, a 
heavy weapons NCO and a medic- whose primary job is to help 
Regional Force (RF) and Popular Force (PF) units establish 
t raining programs. 

The teams are formed in Vietnam and sent to Long Binh 
for special training by a group of advisers who have been in 
in Vietnam six months and have worked with RF-PF units. 

They are then sent to a specific district and are placed 
under the supervision of the district adviser. An ARVN 
officer and interpreter are assigned to assist them. 

A MAT bases its operations at the RF group headquarters 
<>r the district headquarters. 

The . team's primary concern is thE' mission of the RF-PF 
units in its district. It usually first observes the operations 
and training of the units, then determines what additional train­
ing is needed, tailoring it to fi t local needs. 

Typical training given to an RF company or PF platoon 
consists of marksmanship, patrolling and search and secure 
procedures. The MAT's also advise the RF group h ead­
quarters in logistics, personnel management and tactical 
employment of RF companies and PF platoons. · 

The teams do not do any of the actual training themselves, 
but limit their roles to that of advisers. 

They are permanently assigned to their specific province 
and are replaced by new ones w hen they re~urn to the U.S . 

Pick Up Time 

Ry SP4 KEVIN HOWE 

11th Iof. Bde. 

LZ BRONCO- Soldiers fight­
ing in the. tropics have depend­
ed , si nce time immemorial, on 
a substantial water supply. 

The . Brit ish Indian Army 
used native water bearers in 
the late 1800's, a system im­
mortalized in Rudyards Kip· 
ling's poem, "Gunga Din." 

But the U.S. Army in Viet­
n am has come a long way from 
the leather waterbag hauled 
into battle by Gunga Din. His 
modern counterparts are skill­
ed technicians, who purify and 
package this vital fluid. 

The task of supplying water 
to 1he men of the 11th Inf. 
Bde. falls on the shoulders of 
two small detachments here­
water purification teams of Co. 
C of the 26th Engr. Bn. and 
the 29th Engr. Det. 

These two teams process 
36,000 gallons of clear, pure 
drinking water each day, in 
addition to non-potable water 
for washing and other pur­
PQses. 
The unitsmaintain two semi­

stationary purification plants 
mounted on specially built 21!2 
ton truck bodies. All equip­
ment necessary for purifying 
water is contained in these 
plants. 

CPL Donald E . Combs, of 

..\. Chinook moves in to pid' up soldie r s of tlw 11th Inf. Bde.'s 3rd Bn., .Lst Tnf. after an 
o1w mtion w est of Due Pho. ('Ph.oto by Sp5 Al Holloway, 11th Inf. Bde.) 
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Newport, Ky., head of the 26t h 
Engr. Bn. team , described the 
purificat ion process in detai l. 

"First , we pump the wa ter 
from the creek to a chemical 
mixing tank, where we add 
limes tone and ferric chloride, 
which ar e coagulants ; calcium 
hypochlorite, a d isinfectant ; 
and activated .carbon, which 
removes objectional tastes and 
odors, " he said. 

"All this is then pumped to 
a sedimentation tank, where 
the disinfectants kill germs, 
the coagulants break up the 
bacteria in the water and im­
purit ies settle to the bottom. 
Some of this water overflows 
and is used as non-pota ble 
water. The rest goes through 
a final filtering process and is 
used for drinking." 

Combs added that the 
filtering process "is the only 
difference between the drink­
ing and non-potable water, 
unless the non-potable is 
drawn directly from the 
cr eek.'' 
In add ition to their vans and 

pumping equipment, the nine 
men in the two teams have 
built a concrete retaining dam 
across the creek. 

"We were afraid the water 
level might fall too low in the 
dry sea<;on, but we won't have 
to worry about that with the 
dam," said PFC Samuel E . 
Cavanaugh, of Marion, Ind. 

SP4 Jerry J . Pearson, of 
Aurora, Wise., said t he area 
has "one of the worst water 
sources in t he division," but 
" the end product has always 
been pure. 

"Right now, this w a ter 
point is rated tops in t he 
division, conside ring the qual­
ity of the supply, the amount 
we. produce and t h e fact t hat 
we've never had a case of 
sickness caused by our 

wate r ," said the head of the 
29th Engr. D et . t eam. 

The two macli ines each use 
36 pounds of chemicals during 
their daily 12-hour operation. 
and produce 1,500 gallons of 
wa ter an hour. 

The teams recently complet ­
ed a new 600·gallon-an-hour 
trailer-mounted mobile wa ter 
purifica t ion un ·t , which can be 
used in forward areas wher e 
large amounts of wa ter are 
needed for troop oper ations. 

Dot Feeling 
Not Heartburn 
LZ GATOR- For a 198th 

Inf. Bde. soldier on a search 
and clear m ission near Chu 
Lai, a hot, burning sensa tion 
wasn't heartbur n- it was a 
substitute for death. 

SP4 George J . Sn~ll enberger , 

an assistant machinegunner 
with Co. C of the 1st Bn., 52nd 
Inf. , was moving into a defen· 
sive perimeter when enemy 
machinegun and rifle fire 
sprayed the area. 

As the firing continued, 
Snellenberger suddenly felt a 
hot, burning sensa tion on his 
forehead, followed by a trickle 
of blood running down his face. 

"An AK-47 rifle round hit 
me, but my helmet s topped it 
just in time," he said. 

" I was stunned for a second, 
bu t recovered and started 
crawling backward with my 
head · buried in t he ground." 

Moving a little farther ou t 
of r ange, Snellenber ger pulled 
the age-old safety remedy 
against enemy fire . 

" I just curled up in to a tight 
little ball and hid under my 
helmet," he said. 

SOUTHERN 
g c R 0 s s AMERICAL v DIVISION 

THI!: SOUTHERN CROSS is a n a uthorized pe r·iodic publ ication o f t h e­
Ame~ical Div is ion Inf o rm a tio n Office f o r a ll d iv iSior un it~ i n t he Repu b lic 
'!_f V_tetn a m . A r·m y ~ews F eatures, Ar·m y P hoto F eatu res, Armed F'o1'ce!-; Press 
Serv1ce and Ar·med "Forces N e ws Bu r·eau ma ter ial a re used. O pin ions ex o1'e~sed 
~:~re not necessarily t hose of t he D epartme n t of the Army. Co 11 tributio ns a r·e­
t.- nco uraged a nd m a y be se n t to t he Tn fo rm a tion Office, Am e ri ca l D i ,·i ~ i on . 
A PO 96374 , Te l Chu Lai ~2 1 2. The ed itors r eserve t he l'ig ht to ed it a ll co n­
t ributio m;. Pl'in ted in Tok yo, J apa n , by I m a g e Public He la t io ns L t ci . 
Major Gene r al C h arles M. Ge t t ys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Commandin g C.e n e nd 
Maj01· Ge r·a ld D . H ilL J r. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Information Office r 
F irs t L ieut e n an t G a r y S k lat·en . . . . . . . . Office r-Jn -C han!e 
Se rgeant Firs t Cla•s L a rry Babit t s . . . . . .. . .... .. N CO IC 
Specia list Four Mike Ke lsey . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . Ed ito1· 
Spec ia list Fou r Bi ll G uen·a n t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P hoto Ed i tor 
P rivate F irst C la ss D a ve M cGown . .... . ...... _ ... . . . ... . ... ...... . . . Cartoo n is t 
Specia lis t F ou r J o hn Nicho lson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . JlJ us t r n.to r 
'P rivate First Cla ss Ro bE> 1·t Buz.oga n y ..•. •.. . . . . ... . R epor te t• 



Informant Program 'Bringirig In The Rounds' 

PSYOPS TRtJCK-,.\ lnudspeaker trm·k fro111 tlw 11th lnf. Bde. ente r s !'Ho Due> to broad­
cast information on the VIP pro::-ran•. (Photo by Sp5 AI Hollowtty, 1.1 th lnL Btle.) 

Farmers Get 
New Rice Seed 

LZ BALDY-Farmers in the village Phu Hiep are 
participating in an experiment which is expected to 
increase Vietnamese rice production by nearly a thi"rd 
in the next few years. 

'Charger' Gives 
English Classes 
In Local Hamlet 

FSB CENTER-A member 
of the !96th Inf. Bde. recently 
started g iving classes in con­
versational English to the 
residents of the village Binh 
Lam. 

SP4 Bert C. Anderson, of 
Harwood Heights, IlL, heads a 
small civ"l affairs team for the 
3rd Bn.. 21st Inf. His team 
provides liaison with Viet­
namese fighting units in the 
area and is also responsible for 
organizing and supplying ma­
terials for civic action pro­
grams conducted throughout 
the area. 

The English classes were 
organized in early June as part 
of the civic action program. 

Most of the students in the 
twice-weekly classes are child­
ren who "are very eager to 
learn and catch on quickly," 
the soldier said. 

A few of the students are 
adults. 

"I think these classes help 
our relations with the Viet­
namese quite a bit," Anderson 
commented. 

He is assisted in his work by 
an ARVN interpreter. 

Members of the 51st Civil 
Affairs Pit., working with t he 
!96th Inf. Bde., recently in­
troduced a new Philippine rice 
seed to the farmers of this 
small community. 

The Philippine seed grows 
considerably faster than the 
seed which is currently being 
used. 

Extra Crop 
This speed will enable the 

farmers to grow an extra rice 
crop each season. They pre­
sently harvest two crops each 
season. 

"If the farmers use the new 
rice properly, their yield should 
increase by one third," said 
SFC Steven J . Vinnings, of 
Augusta. Ga. , with the 51st 
CA Pit. 

He said the seed was in­
troduced to the Philippines 
several years ago and its suc­
cess there has led to its ship­
ment to Vietnam. 

Will Use Again 
One local farmer, Nguyen 

Van Phu, has found the seed 
to his liking and plans to use 
it again next season. 

The village chief told the 
Americans that his people are 
responding well to the seed 
and he expects more of them 
to take advantage of it nex.t 
season. 

PRUITT TAKES OVER 

CHU LAI- LTC James R. 
Pruitt assumed command of 
the 3rd Bn. , 18th Arty., in late 
July ceremonies. 

He replaced LC Benjamin T . 

Villagers Unite 
To Help Insure 
Safety From vc-

LZ BAYONET - Uniting 
under the banner of self­
relia-nce, 1,200 Vietnamese are 
insuring safer· lives for· resi­
dents of three villages in the 
Ly T in District. 

The 1,200 are members of 
the Self Defense Forces, form­
ed to instill pride and act as a 
police force against Viet Cong 
tax collectors and recruiters. 

They were trained by Viet­
namese district military per­
sonnel to assume full responsi­
bility for the security and pro­
tection of their homes. 

"We are proud of these peo­
ple's efforts," a 198th Inf. Bde. 
spokesman said. 

"They initiated the action 
and completed it on their own. 
Their desire to assume respon­
sibility is outstanding." 

By SP4- DEAN POHLAND 
11th lnf. Bde. 

DUC PHO-The young boy's bright, eager eyes 
looked expectantly at the driver of the lone 3/ 4 ton 
truck. 

He might have been one of the thousands of Viet­
namese children who flock around Army vehicles in 
any one of hundreds of villages, looking for candy, 
cigarettes or any other type of handout. 

But this little lad was dif­
ferent, for instead of out­
stretched and empty, his tiny 
hands clutched two deadly Viet 
Cong 82mm mortar rounds, and 
what he received was not 
candy, but cold, hard Viet­
namese cash. 

SP4 Charles Kinney, of 
Newark, N.J. , turned and gin­
gerly lifted the rounds over 
the tailgate of the truck and 
placed them carefully in a 
large sandbox. 

Pocket Money 

booby traps so we're glad to 
get these too," he said. 

Helped In Work 
Gibson and Kinney are aided 

in their work by two former 
enemy soldiers who handle 
most of the broadcasting and 
interpreting. 

"In each new area we try to 
establish pick-up points where 
we stop every time we pass 
through. Once this has been 
done the program is self-sus­
taining and we turn it over to 
the area Civil Affairs office 
and move on to another terri -
tory," Kinney said. 

Kinney hastens to point 
out the difference between 
PSYOPS' long-range plans and 
short-range results. 

Better Vietnam 

"That little guy has picked 
up a lot of pocket money so 
far this week. I don' t know 
where he gets the staff, but 
every time we stop here he 
always brings a load of hand 
grenades, mortar rounds or 
ammunition," he said. 

The 11th Inf. Bde.'s Volun- "Lots of munitions collected 
teer Informant Program (VIP) and Hoi Chan rallyers look 
has to be classified as an good on paper, but what we 
"unqualified success. " 

Ever·y day the psychological 
operations truck, equipped with 
powerful loudspeakers, r ,umbles 
along Highway 1 in t he "Jungle 
Warriors" area broadcasting 
its appeal for arms, ammuni­
t ion and explosives. 

are actually trying to do is 
penetrate every level of society 
and help the people create a 
more viable Vietnam," he said. 

The PSYOP personnel may 
use many different techniques 
to achieve this end. In the 
recently-completed Operation 
Golden Fleece they persuaded 

Teams Get Rounds the Vietnamese to pitch in and 
Since the program began defend their rice crops from 

four months ago, two-man the Viet Cong tax collectors. 
teams from the 7th Psycholo- Working closely with the 
gical Operations Battalion in Vietnamese Information Ser­
Da Nang have recovered hund- vice and the Joint U.S. Public 
reds of artillery, mortar, anti- Affairs Office (JUSPAO), 
tank weapon, recoilless rifle PSYOPS provides everything 
and RPG rounds and thousands from news programs· to min­
of rounds of small arms strel shows in order to attract 
ammunition in addition to tons the attention of the people. 
of explosives, mines and booby Hard To Measure 
traps. "It's hard to measure our 

A little farther down the success in tangibles, " Kinney 
road a Vietnamese youth strug- said. 
gled toward the truck with a "A smile from a farmer who 
dud 175mm cannon round. SP5 Has just heard a Vietnamese 
Ken Gibson, of Kansas City, language news program or 
Mo., helped him load the 147- taped music show. or an under­
pound projectile into the truck. standing nod from a woman as 

"When we get live rounds she listens to one of Vice Presi­
we deprive Charlie directly, dent Ky's speeches is the only 
but the duds can be made into way we can gauge our results." 

· The local schoolteacher said 
he was very glad that the 
classes could be offered and he 
hoped they could be continued. 

Meadows, who was awarded 
the L egion of Merit and an Air 
Medal with five oak leaf clust­
ers by MG Charles W . Gettys, 
division commander. 

YOl "TJ-l BRINGS ROUNDS-A Vietnamese youth brings ammunition to the 11th lnl. Bde. 
VIP team. (Photo by Sp5 Al Holloway, 11th Inf. Bde.) 
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Maintenance is a never-end ing task 

High Flyi1 

Gunship banks to start run 

CHU LAI- -T he men of the 
123rd Avn. Bn. make their 
presence known daily to both 
enemy ·and ·friendly troops 
throughou t the America! Div. 
area of operations. 

T heir du ties range from find­
ing the enemy to destroying 
him a nd from resupplying 
isolated landing zones to pro­
viding transportation for divi­
sion personnel. 

The battalion is made up of 
the Co. A "Pelicans," the Co. 
B "Warlords," the Trp. F, 8th 
Cav. "Blue Ghosts, " a signal 
detachmen t, a transportation 
detachment and a headquarters 
elemen t. 

Organic Aviation 

It was organized early this 
year as the divis ion's organic 
avia t ion unit from ou tfits al­
ready in the area. It is com­
ma n.decl by LTC John N . 
Branden berg . 

T he Co. A "Pelica ns" a re 
J"esponsible for gener·a l air sup-

'Warlord ' OH-23 search• 

port for the division. Their 
du ties include resupply, road 
patrol, t he transpor tation of 
VIP's and . the providing of air­
craft for t he various courier 
flights from Chu Lai. 

T heir efforts are often un­
sung, but nonetheless represent 
a vital cog in the air support 
of the fighting soldiers of the 
Army's only named division . 

For instance, they fly nearly 
50 tons of cargo each week. 

Ta ke Wa r To VC 

T he high-flying "Warlords," 
the on ly aero-scout company 
in Vietnam, are equipped to 
take t he war r·igh t to the 
enemy's doorstep. 

The company carries its own 
infa n try, reconnaissance a nd 
firepower s upport e lemet~-t;s in 
one neat, t hree-helicopter pack­
age. 

Usi ng the standard OH-23 
observation helicopter, the Co. 
B "Warlords' " primary mis­
sion is recon naissance. Teams 



tg Support 

f or t races of the enemy 

of two gunsh ips ancl one OH-23 
scour the division area for 
traces of the enemy, and the 
mobile aeria l-rifle section is 
available for closer inspection 
when it is needed. 

Though the company's du ties 
are primarily reconnaissance, 
·and not combat, its members 
have accounted for more than 
their share of kills in action 
which has been cen tered main­
ly in the sou thern part of the 
division's area of operations. 

Other Support 

T he "Blue Ghosts•· of Trp. 
F , 8th Cav., though assigned to 
t he battalion for organizational 
purposes, are attached to the 
1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., and more 
will be said a bout t hem in a 
later issue. 

The 449th Sig. Det. provides 
avion ics support for the bat­
tal ion's aircraft. T houg h t.he 
scope of t he signalmen's mis­
sion has grea tly increased as 
the size of the battalion has 

Sm oke guides in resupply chopper 

.increased, they have never 
fa i led in the vital job of keep­
ing the aviators "on the air ." 

The 406th TC Det. "Road­
runners" keep the battalion in 
the air and on the go. The 
detachmen t provides direct sup­
port for t he battalion , a nd calls 
no job short of entirely rebuil d­
ing an aircraft too large or too 
small. 

Personnel from the battalion 
also are responsible for · the 
operation of the Ky Ha tower. 
which controls much of t he 
helicopter traff ic f'oming in 
and out of Chu La i. 

Story and Photos 

by 
Southern Cross 

Staff 

Air traffic controller watches chopper land 

Courier run leaves Chu lai daily 



Back To 
Salt Mines 
For Enemy 
By CPT DE NN IS M. EILERS 

198th lnf. Bde. 
LZ BOWMAN- It's back to 

the srt lt m ines for a gr·oup of 
unwa r y Viet Cong in t he 198 t.h 
Inf. Bde. 's a r·€'rt southwes t of 
here. 

A pa trol led by 2LT John L. 
King, of Slaton, T ex. , caught 
t he enemy with an unguarded 
cache and captured nearly 
seven tons of salt. 

The tipoff to the cache came 
three days earlier when a for­
ward a ir controller saw several 
suspects gathering in an . un­
occupied hamlet. The same 
group was seen for the next 
two days, and on the third day, 
the 1st Bn. , 52nd Inf. unit, lecl 
by K ing, m oved quickly. 

"We went in to the a rea anct 
cordonecl it c ff," K ing said. 
"Then we began our search anct 
found the salt." 

Detainees taken in t he ac t ion 
report€'rl t hat the salt w as 
storecl in t he cache clur·ng the 
day. then moved by night to 

Chargers Search 
enemy un it s hid ing in the These 196th Inf. Bde. soldie rs seltrch for a trace of the 
m ountil in s. Pnemy during Operation Wheelerj \ Vallow:t. (Photo by Sp5 

The salt was turned over to Dona ld Evanger , 196th Jnf. Bde.) 
the Son T in Dis trict head- - ~ 

Gray 1Rocks1 

Volatile Find 
FSB WEST-Soldiers from the 196th Inf. Bde., 

searching a former enemy base camp in the Que Son 
Valley recently, uncovered a unique explosive used by 
the North Vietnamese. 

The men of Co. B of the 4th 
Bn., 31st Inf. had discovered 
the abandoned enemy camp in 
a moun tain ca nyon above the 
valley. 

While search ing grass huts 
in the camp, "Polar Bear" in­
fa ntrymen discovered a con­
cealed opening in a floor. They 
entered and found a room con ­
taining 600 pounds of polished 
r-ice, cooking utensils, medical 
supplies and a bin fill ed with 
what appeared to be a collec­
tion of light gray rocks. 

"When my men started t a lk­
ing about an NVA rock collec­
tion I knew there was more 
to it t han met t he eye ," re­
called CPT J ohn Wolfe, of 
Marcellus, Mich., the company 
commander . 

Looked At Rocks 

" I look ed at the 'rocks ' but 
couldn't figure them out, so I 
called on my radio-telephone 
operator, who had been a geo­
logy m a jor in college,'' he said. 

The RTO concluded that the 
mc ks were probably natural 
a nd thM the g r ay m atter was 
probably organic. After study­
ing them, he chipped off a 
piece of one and put a match 
to it. 

"It startect bur·n ing like C-4,'' 
Wolfe said. 

Examined 

He sent some of t he rocks to 
battalion headquarters to be 
examined. 

"About two weeks later, we 
were notified t hat we had 
found an NV A-used high ex­
plosive called 'heleite,' a nd, for 
t he most part, tha t t he rocks 
were a n atu ra l subs tance found 
chiefly in Nor·t h Vietnam," 
Wolfe said. 

Soldier Learns 
'Sleeping Safety' 

FSB WEST- A soldier in the 
196th Inf. Bde. recently learn­
ed just how important picking 
a safe place to s leep can be. 

The men of Co. B of the 
brigade's 4th Bn. , 31st Inf. had 
set up a night defensive posi­
tion after taking a hill near 
here, and SSG Eugene Mathis, 
of Merdec, Calif., and SP4 
George W. Perry, of East St. 
Louis, Ill., had chosen a sleep­
ing area. 

:'o~~··;;~,.~';rn ced i,t cibution to M en M a k e Best 0 f 'Inches I 
Search Of Rubble 
Yields Surprise 

They were sound asleep until 
awaken€'d by an early-arriving 
helicopter. 

When Perry got up, he notic­
ed 1\. thin w ire running under 

FSB CENTER- A careful 
sear ch of rubble can turn up a 
variety of objects, soldiers 
from the !96th Inf. Bde. proved 
recently. 

"We had just taken H ill 406, 
the last of three hills which 
had been havens for the 
enemy. - W e were searching 
th rough the rubble whe n one 
of my men started digging 
around an odd-sh aped piece of 
metal s t ick ing out of the 
ground,'' sa icl SGT Roderick 
Wetmore, of Spokane, W ash. , a 
squad leader wit h Co. D of the 
brigacle 's 3rd Bn. , 21st Inf. 

"As he continued digging, 
he cl iscoverecl that he had 
found a 12.7mm heavy ma­
ch ineg un. probably the one 
that had been used against us 
by an en emy sn iper." 

LZ BAYONET~The differ- my R'T O turned around and 
ence between life and death in said m y face w as a complete 
Vietnam is often a matter of blank." 
inches, and two 198th Inf. Bde. As George was manuevering, 
soldiers recently found them- Heinz a ttempted to move from 
selves barely on the right side his pinned-down position. 
of the scale. "My squad leader needed to 

lL T Sidney George and PFC move back, so I covered him. 
Harlan Heinz wree the lucky I was firing from my knees 
ones during a battle southwest when a bullet knocked me 
of Da Nang where 98 North over. It didn't touch me, 
Vietnamese regulars were kill- though , as my web gear stop­
ed by t he men of two 1st Bn ., ped it. I just got a few frag-
52nd I nf . companies fighting in ment scratches," he said. 
Operation Wheeler/ Wallowa. Jlein z )licked him~elf up 

"My platoon was pinnecl 
down," George said. 

"My RTO and I were the 
only ones moving. As I peek­
ed through a hole in one of 
the dikes, a bullet took off' 
my rifle's flash supressor , 
which was about thrPe inches 
from my face. 

"When he heard the noise 

fRegulars 'Lower Boom'l 
HILL 69-Six 198th lnf. Bde. soldie rs "lowered the 

boom" on some unwelcomed visitors trying to slip past 
their night defenses recently . 

The six caught an ene my force in a draw unde.rneath 
their bunke rs and killed 17 in a furious 15 minutes of 
pitching grenades. 

The Co. A, 1st Bn., 6th Inf. "Regulars" used rnore than 
200 grenades to foil the enemy attempt to enter their 
))e r imete r. Their grenadier fired another 80 rounds into 
the attackers. 

" Our platoon leader and sergeant rushed over with a 
nrae hinegun and more grenades," said SGT Phillip G. 
Martocci, " but by then it was almost over . The machine­
gun, however, got six as they tried to get away." 

a nd crawled back to safety 
wit h bullets hitting a ll around. 

" I'm lucky they were bad 
shots," he commented. 

To relieve his platoon from 
its position George and a hand­
ful of men charged the ener;ny 
position up a partially con­
c~aled trench. 

"I was sure we were going 
to get shot, but we had to take 
that position . Bullets were go­
jng over our heads, but when 
we got t here they were all 
'gone," he said. 

Playing Catch 

his air matress. · 

"He checked it out and dis­
covered that it ran to a hidden 
106mm round w hich I had 
been sleeping on,'' Mathis said. 

"If Mathis had rolled aroun d 
too m uch during t he nigh t , it 
would have been the end of all 
of us ,'' Perry commented. 

"You can bet I'm going to 
be more careful w here I sleep 
from now on," grinned the 
"Charger" platoon sergeant. 

A _patrol the next morning captured a Viet Cong who 
'Said more dead and wounded had been carried away during 
the night. 

Soldiers from the 11th Inf. Bde. ]llay a game of catch refillin g their eanteens from a. 
mountain s tream.. (Photo by S p! Larry Mollner, 11th Jnf. Bde.) 
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Support Soldier Risks Life 
Each Day For Men In Field 

By SP4 ERIC DAUGHERTY 
198th l nf. Bde. 

LZ BAYONET-SP4 Reed E. 
Nichols climbed to a precarious 
perch atop a water trailer in 
the mdidle of the helicopter 
pad, tensely awaiting the in­
coming Chinook as it circled 
and descended. 

Nichols was a bout to start 
his job for the day as a sup­
port soldier, tucked away 
"safely" several t housand 
meters from the "field." But 
20 times dur-ing the day he 
would risk his life for those 
"field" soldiers of the 198th 
Inf. Bde. 

Down came the 60-foot mon­
s ter and with it the small 
hurricane which hurls dirt and 
gravel a t anyone standing 

nearby. N ichols braced himself 
for the winds, bu t when the 
chopper got c lose to the ground 
the air churned so violently he 
was forced to bend down and 
grab the trailer to keep h is 
balance. 

T he Chinook jockeyed back 
and forth , trying to get with­
in hooking position, narrowly 
missing Nichols' h ead w ith 
its gigantic w heels . When it 
f inally h overed in a good 
position he reached out and 
shoved the hooking a ppa r a tus 
into p lace. 

Jumping from the trailer, he 
signaled "thumbs up" to t he 
chopper pilot and t he craft 
climbed, t he water trailer 
swinging easily in the air. 

"Good hook. Reed," a fe llow 

5th Bn. , 46th Inf. resupply man 
s tanding nearby said. 

"Thanks," the soldier an­
swered, pulling off his goggles 
and running a dirty hand 
through his hair- a motion 
caused by habit which made 
no noticeable difference in his 
wind-blown appearance. 

" W e have to do t hat about 
20 t imes a day. It gets a 
little dangerous som etimes, 
but I like it," Nichols said. 
Nichols was a com pan y clerk 

before volunteering to tak e 
charge of t he resupply heli­
copter pad. 

"This work gives me a real 
sense of accomplishment. I 
feel I'm really doing something 
for the men in the f ield," he 
said. 

SOLUIERS JUS K J,I.Ji'E-S uppor t soldier s suc h as these risk their lives 20 times a day 
for the "field" troops . (Photo by Sp4 Eric D augherty, 198th lnf. Bdt•. ) 

E n tertainer Diana D awn w as a r ecent visitor t o Clm Lai 
and t he A m erical Div. lnfonna tion Office. Miss D a wn intends 
to spend two years in Vie tnam ente rtaining the troops, so 
as you can see, sh e's not too short. (Photo by Sp4 Bill 
Guerrant, Photo Editor) 

ll llllilllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllll lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllll lllll llllllll llllllll llllllllll llllli llllll lllll lllllllllllllllll lll llllll llllll lllllllillllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll llllllllllllllllllllllllll/lllllllllllllllllll lllllli lllllllllllllllll ll llllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllll llllll!lllllllllll lllllllll llllllllllllllll 

THE G-!JMf C.uNT!NUes AT/IN 
fJACE WITH oN~Y QNE 5-M/NUTE 
BR.E4k EVERY HovR. oN THE HouR.. 

BUT DUPLY'S E/< C. ITEME NTcAUSES 
HIM TO /<lcK Tt:>O WIIRO, TJCFLimNer 
ALL 8UT Q/!§ OF" THe 8/;J.LS • •• 

.. .......--:- ,..,........ - . ., r- ·~ 

To ScoRE. 

Pags 7 



Enemy 'Dive Bombers' Attack 11th Bde. Unit 
By SP4 LARRY MOI.LNER 

11th lnf. Bde. 
around us. Everyone was swatting them while we 
ran for cover." 

to pull the 50 or 60 stingers out of my face anrl 
arms." 

LZ BRONCO- Thousands of enemy "clive 
bombers" with "fixed bayonets" attacked an 11th 
Inf. Bde. reconnaissance platoon a bout 15 miles 
southwest of Qua ng Ngai recently. 

"There was a cloud of bees in batta lion forma­
tion coming towards us," SP4 Rolando De Leon, 
a lso of Tucson, said. 

Since the men were fighting a losing battle, 
1LT Donald Hopper, of Chargrin Falls, Ohio, t he 
platoon leader, called in a "dustoff." 

"It w as amazing the way the bees stuck with 
us until we were evacuated. It was like they were 
trained for a suicide mission against us ," he said. The platoon. from th~ 1st Bn., 20th Inf. had 

spotted some 20 suspected Viet Cong in a village. 

" I kept wiping them off my face, but as fast 
as I did they were back. They flew up my nose 
and I could hardly catch my breath." "The side of the hill was covered with bamboo 

shoots where the bees had their hives," PFC 
Robert Voss, of St. Louis, Mo., said. "They seemed 
to attack on command." 

"vVe had just started down after them when 
our two Vietnamese point men stumbled into a 
thicket of bumblebees." i>aid SP4 R ichard A. 
Rodriguez, of Tucson . Ar·iz. 

De Leon darted for a river at the bottom of the 
hill. 

"They tried to warn us, but the bees were all 

"As soon as I jumped in the water, with all my 
equipment, they stopped stinging," he said. "I know 
I swallowed two o f th<?m and it took me 15 minutes 

Some of the men in the rear used ponchos to 
cover themselves. Even so, only two men were not 
stung, and four needed hospita lization . 

-

Chargers Find 
IVA Mess Hall 

By SP4 GEORGE HAWKINS 
196th Inf. Bde. 

FSB WEST - Soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde. un­
covered a North Vietnamese base camp complete with 
mess hall after dealing a swift defeat to an enemy reac­
tion force in a recent action northwest of Tam Ky. 

Infantrymen from t he 4th 
Bn., 31st lnf. were conducting 
a company search and clear 
mission in the Que Son Valley 
when t hey began recelVmg 
heavy enemy f ire from a wood­
line in front of them . 

CPT John Wolfe, of Marcel­
lus, Mich., commander of Co. 
B , sen t two of his platoons 
towards t he woodline while 
another put suppressive 
in to t he area in which 
enemy was hid ing . 

Moved Close 

fire 
the 

The assaulting platoons 
moved in close enough to throw 
grenades into bunker openings 

Police 
(Continued from Page 1) 

while remaining under the con­
trol of the provost marshal's 
office, will be temporarily at­
tached to the brigade's maneu­
ver battalions. 

"This won't include regular 
combat sweeps," Pittman said, 
"but rather intensified searches 
of hamlets, villages or other 
areas, or search and cordon 
missions." 

He said the platoon has 
specialists in demolitions and 
psychological warfare, field in­
terrogation teams, intelligence 
personnel . and special search 
squads. 

"These men are also trained 
in identifing Vietnamese dia­
lects," the H ollywood, Ala., 
native said. 

Tell Location 
" By listening to a man speak 

they can tell what part of 
South Vietnam he is from, or 
if he is from the north." 

SSG Lones R. Warren, of 
Taylors, S.C., NCO adviser to 
the n ational pol' e group, said 
brigade MP's have worked with 
t he NPFF before. 

''W e've had considerable suc­
cess working together in the 
[Hlst. I've seen t hem work be­
fore, and they're good," he 
commen ted. 

TAKES COMMAND 

where the North Vietnamese 
regulars had holed up. 

During t he fight , the soldiers 
killed five enemy and captured 
their weapons. 

"After we eliminated the 
enemy we . moved cautiously 
into what we thought was a 
deserted village," recalled 
Wolfe. 

"When we entered the area 
we discovered numerous spider 
holes and fighting positions 
circling 20 grass huts and a 
large mess hall with cooking 
facil ities. " 

Found Weapons 
The "Chargers" also uncover­

ed several weapons a nd some 
ammunition. 

Assorted medical supplies, 
a bandoned rice stores, uniform s 
and web gear were also found 
in a search of the camp. 

"There appeared to have 
been a lot of NV A billeted 
here," Wolfe said. 

"We a pparently encountered 
a rear guard element, which 
delayed us while the main 
body moved into the hills.'' 

Steep 

Beach Patrol 
Armored pe rsonnel carriers from the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Trp. H , 17th Cav., move towards 

their night positions. (Photo by Sp4 Eric Daugherty, 198th Inf. Bde.) 

Soldier 'Plows Up' Trouble 
LZ BRONCO- When SP4 

Gregory C. F aulk set out to 
smooth som e of the bumps on 
roads leading out of here, it 
began like any other day on 

the job. 

Before he had finished, 
Faulk, of Mentor, 0., had 
plowed up quite a bit of excite­
ment in the 11th Inf. Bde. 
base camp. 

Climb 

About m id-morning the Co. team tu dispose of a piece of 
C, 26th Engr. Bn. soldier was ordnance discovered in an­
working wi th the toothed other area of the base camp. 
ground break in g attachment " It seems," t he ca ller sai d , 
(scarifier) on his grader, at- "that the guy who was over 
tempting to level a particularly here grading t he roads yester­
s tubborn section of road near day afternoon dug up a live 
the brigade headquarters. 60mm mortar round." 

"I had the scarifier set to This time, his blade had 
dig down to about eight scraped off the top layer of 
inches. The fork hit some- earth and scratched the side 
thing buried in the road, but of the round. The glin t of t he 
I didn't think too much of it sun off the base metal had 
because there are a lot of alerted a passerby of t he 
rocks in the area," he said. mine's presence. 
Suddenly the "rock" started "The round had been there 

to sputter, and, a second later, a \V,hile ," said SP4 R ussel 
a muffled explosion spread a T ayldr, the demolition expert 
30 foot circle of fire around who blew it in place. 
the front of the grader. "The amazing thing is that 

"I wasn ' t sure what it was anot her vehicle hadn' t set i t off 
at first," F aulk recalled. "I earlier" 
backed the grader out of there -
and when I jumped down to 
help beat out the fire I saw 
that it was gunpowder burn-

Cavalrymen 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ing." · 

The engineer had h it an old 
powder charge for a 175mm 
gun which had somehow been 
buried in the road. It was still 
in its conta iner, but when t he 
scarifier dragged it a long the 
friction set off the percussion 
primer. 

"It was a good t hing t he con­
tainer was partially r usted ou t , 
because as it was, the explosion 
was only enough to spread the 
fl a ming powder around a little 
bit and didn't do much dam­
age," Faulk s,aid. 

on his vehicle used more tha n 
50 grenades dur ing the battle . 
Lawrence said " frp m 45 to 50" 
enemy were killed in the close­
in figh ting. 

"My men kept the ir platoon 
in tegrity and went at the job 
methodica.lly. The Blue Ghos t s 
did a real good job, too, " 
Kaczer said. 

FSB CENTER- LTC Richard 
M. Gecoma, of P ittsburgh , P a ., 
assumed command of the 196t h 
Inf. Bde.'s 3rd Bn. , 21st Inf. 
in recent ceremonies here. H e 
replaced LTC William P . Sny­
der, of Columbus, Ga. 

Soldiers from t he 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., move 
up a steep slope during Operation Wheeler j \Va.Uowa. (Photo 
by Sp5 Donald Evanger, 196th Inf. Bde.) 

But Faulk wasn 't t hrough 
ye t . 

The next morning, Co. C 
got a call for a de molition 

The combined cavalry force 
captured eigh t individual and 
t hree crew-served weapons . in 
t he Operation B urlington Trai l 
action. Four Americans were 
wounded during the day- two 
in the initial attack on the 
cavalry platoon and two when 
a helicopter was forced down 
by enemy fire . 
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