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VISIT
| TAY NINH

Two Congressmen from the
State of Massachusetts—
keme State of the 196th
Light Infantry Brigade—
recently visited the Tay
Ninh based unit,
| Congressmen Edward P.
Boland (D-Mass) and Con-
%ressman Sulvio A, Conte

R-Mass) arrived by heli-
cooter and were greeted by
Brigadier General Richard
T. Krowles, 19¢th Light
3 Infentry Brigsde commander,
o ' who Mriefed tke two Con-
L, gressmen or affairs and
ectivities within the
brigade.

The two-hour visit gave
the Congressmen a first-
_ band look at military op-
T erations within the brig-
- ade,

e The Congreszmen later
: 2et with sore 50 troovs
A4 wvho reside 3in HMessachu-
- cetts and offered to send
- a Christras rcssage to the
families and relat-
at home.
ressmar  Beland,in a

CONGRESSMEN

LTC. COLEY NEW
‘POLAR BEAR CO

"The greatest henor
is tke command of

bestcwed upon a persen of ay r

an infantry battalion," Theue are
the sentiments of Lt, Col, James P, Coley, new command=
ing office=l of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry "Fclar Bears."

Since Colenel Coley's errival into the 1G6th Erigade
in Noverber, he has teken a firm grasp of his first
corbat command, which has quickly esarned him the re-
cvect of the men and officers of the battaliocn. "To
cormard troops in Vietnam ie a great honor," said the
colonel with a beaming expression on his face that mir-

rored the pride he felt in his new position,

Colcnel
end wn: assigned to MACY.
ment, he
ceresr in June
Militery Institute.

MACV Ener

Visirs 1901

Brigadier General Daniel
4, 3Raymend, MACV Directer
of Constructicn, visited
the 196th Light Infantry
Brigade's base camp area
Nov. 22, Purpose of the
general's visit was to ob-
serve engineer facilities
and installations,

During his stay, General
Raymond was given a brief-
ing and tour of engineer
activities of the 196th
ht Infantry Brigade and

the 1st FPHILCAGV. Later, ‘ :zional's °P1n1°‘ that the
¥ ‘ £

Coley arrived in Vietnam in September
fricr to his present assign-
hzd been with G=3,
1251 after graduating from Virginia
Since that time, Colcnel Coley has

166

USARV. He began his Army

served in Germany with the
Lth Infantry Division, was

company corrarder with
tke 1st In’antr" and 1Clst
‘irborne Division, served
in a MAAG assignment with
the Saudi Arsbien Army,
attended the Army Command
and General Staff Ccllege
at Fort leavenworth, Kan-

sas, and has spent three
years in ROIC duties at
Virginia Folytechnic In-
stitute.

Colcrel Colzsy nad heerd
of the exploits of the
196th Lt. Inf, Bde., and
especially about the 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry,
upon his arrival in South
Vietnam, When he learned
he was to command the
"Polar Bears,” he felt "It

~was the finest moment of

career."” It is the

of ths



Mortars We|come PEACE CORP CANDIDATE
NOW CHARGER™ REPORTER

New Arrival

PFC  Chick W. Swab
(Fresno,Calif, ?ran swii‘bb{
1y to a bunker outside his
tent at the 8th Support
Battalion's Replacement
Center, 196th Light Inf-
antry Brigade, and waited
out a 30-minute mortar at-
tack, S I

Returning to his bunk to
catch up on his interrupt-
ed sleep, Swabby said,
"What a orude welcoming,
I've heard of welcoming
celebrations, btut none as
noisy as this.™

Swabby, now wide——eyed
in wonderment, had just
arrived at the Replacement
Detachment the night “e-
fore the mortar attack,anc
his first night there was
"quite an experience."

Being new to the sounds
of combat, Swabby "never
knew what a mortar sounded
like as it flew through
the air or while explod-
ing," he litterally had to
play it Ly ear.

"The second night I was
here, someone yelled "in-
coming, incoming, and
everyone else started to
run outside, to the bunker.
411 I could dowas follow,"

PDuring the attack I
kept thinking that it was
a heck of a way to be
greeted to this countwy,"
said Swabby.

"The next few nights I
‘slept with my clothes on,
including boots and flak
t," added Swabby.

by now knows what a

FFC Dennis E.Shutz, 10th
Pyblis Information Dstache
ment, 196th It. Inf. Bde,,
has alwvays wanted to be-
cocme a momber of the ever
popular Psace Corps. He
was dmpressed by the many
good +things that ths or-

ization does for the
wderprivileged peopls of
the worid. Ha wanted to
be a part of ik,

A ygar ago, hs took the

Paace Coxps membership
test, passad 1%, and was
qualified, A few  days

arter qualifying, he was
informad .that at that mo-
ment, the peace corps
couldn't find a position
for hiz typs experience,
They did tell him, however
that they would keeop his
applicaticn under consid-
eration.

Now,exactly one year and

one month later, they have
reconsidered PIC Shutz,
They sent him a lstter all
the way to Vietnam to in-
form him of his acceptanca

Naturally, this Dayton,
Ohio,ndtive was overjoyed
and relieved, At last he

could become a member of
the Peace Corps.

His dream would be ful-
filled. But then he remem-
bered. He was already a
soldier in the Army, with
a year and a half still to
serve,

PFC Shutz completed the
application sent to him,
and notiffed the Peace
Corps that he would be
available in 1970, Follow-
ing his discharge from
the service,PFC Shutz will
finish his college ed=
ucation, He hopes the
Peace Corps will wait.

Medic Believes

In Steel

A steel pot might impress
a man as being much pro-
tection against a bullet,
but it has its moments,AS§
Sps Joha F zi] a i
vith the gje&ﬁa platoon of
Com S,
Inf.§ 1S6th Lt. Inf. Bde.

Second platoon was on a
night patrol through an
area of dried-out rice
paddiee when they were am-
bushed by an estimated VC
platocn equipped with
automatic weapons and mor=-
tars, The three flank men
were hit immediately and
platoon moved back to
a better position. :

Specialist Fezi had just
over onme of the dikes

3rd Bn,, 21st'

Pots

ed my glasses off, oo, so
I couldn't see ruch, I
found my glasses and put
them on, then found my
helmet, When I felt the
bullet hole in it, and the
blood on my head, believe
me, I was shocked. I had
no idea how bad T was hit."

The bullet entered the
right front of his helmet
and was deflected along
the side toward the back,
creasinrg the pot from the
inside and tearing the
liner, Instead of exiting
it bulged out the steel
and ricocheted stralght
down where it passed
through Fezi's right
shoulder harness and em—
bedded itself in his flak
vest, Fezi received only a
slight laceration on his
forehead, Jjust below the

irline. Specialist Fezi



Grade School

KIds Send

B ORCPeetings to AL FAC

"I hope you dom't get
hurt....be careful.” "Do
you likes bubble gum? I
hope so." "I want you -to
win' the war." "We ' play
Army undsr our tree house.”

Would you believe Christ-
mas greetings?

Captain nn G, Givens
(Akron, Ohio),am Adr Force
forward air controller

- (FAC)attached to the 196th’

Lt. Inf, Bde.,believes it.

The quotes are from 55
handmads, individually
designed Christmas cards
the captain received from
three classes of element-
ary school students of
F.H. Bode School in Cuya-
hogo Falls, Ohio.

Made from brightly col=-
ored construction paper,
dressed up by an assort-
ment of crayons, and con-

Bronge S Me Valo

PSG Richard Green,C-8thSpt
SP4 Ed, J Lister,C-8th Spt
SP, Bob A Sroka,F-17th Cav

C v

2LT Jim G Mikesell, C-3/21
SGT Terry P Lucas, C-3/21
SPj Gerald J Nitka, C-3/21
SP4 Iarr: E Trzupek,C-3/21
PFC Joe C Mrzlock, C-3/21

taining hand drawa Christ-
mas trees, Santa Clause
amd pictures cut fram old
Christmas cards, each card
conveyed a "Merry Christ-
mas,"

Delightfully surprised,
carefully reading each
child®s message, Captain
Givens rematly canmented,
"This is great! Real in-
teresting..l had no idea.,
it caught me by surprise."”

In a letter which accom-
panied the cards, Mrs.
Sharon Smith, a teacher at
the school, and her class,
told Givens, "Our school
project——fi11ing Christmas
packages for you in Viet-
nam=-~has caused many to
stop and think, We tend
to become so wrapped up in
our own activities at
times; that we forget to

Cluwarde
and-

SP, R.R, Marchese, C-4/31
SP4 Dick S Raczka, C~L/3l
PFC Ray O Spivey, C-4/31
PFC Ron E Krahl, 175th Eng
CPT Jere J Riggs, HHC=4/31
2LT Bob E 0'Brian,HHC-4/31
SSG Herb J Slamin,HHC-4/31
SSG Jim W Sweat, HHC—,/31
SP4 Fred Jemkins, HRC=4/31
PFC Mike Farmer, HHC-4/31
CFT Jim Bouldin,  A-4/31
CPT Antonio Sola, D-4/31
SFC Paml W Page, A-8th Spt

' SP5 Tim W Sands, A-8th Spt

SP4 Gerald Hansen A-8 Spt
SP, Randy Jacksan, A-8 Spt

SP4 Jack D Murphy, A-8 Spt

PFC Dave Lawson, A-8th Spt
P!C Bu!!hrd Bouo,l—Sth g;:

fully appreciate what you
are doing for us, Please
accept our best holiday
greetings and our sincere
"Thank You!' Our prayers
are certanily with all of
you."

Al11 of the cards were of
"standard" size, except
one, This special greeting
was printed on two sheets
of paper, each 36 inches
long and 24 inches wide,
Not only did it wish the
captain a"Merry Christmas /”
tat in the "extra space,”
an accurate account was
given of the classes' ac~-
tivities, This card was
five-year-old Greg Givens'
(the captain's son) way of
wishing a very special
"Merry Christmas" to his
dad, who's helping to win
the war in Vietnam,.

MACHINE
GUNNER
RECEIVES

BRONZE STAR

SP, Robert A, Sroka, an
agsistant machine gunner
with the 196th Lt, Inf.
Bde's Troop F,17th Cawalry,
has been awarded the
Bronze Star Medal with "V
devicea

He was cited for valor
while serving with a se-
curity force protecting
the perimeter of an art-
illery battery. When the
perimeter came under mortar
attack, he was hit in the
chest and left arm, In
the fighting that devel-
oped, his machine gu
ceased to fire, Disregard-
ing his wounds and per-
sonal safety, he exposed
himself to enemy fire to
obtain more ammmunition and

return to the gun position.
e s [T



Being a "tunrel rat,"éns
has to move cautiously and
be ready always for any-

)hgncusaon was on patrol
with A, 4th Bn/
st Info 196ih It. Ine)
Bde., when a tunnel was
discovered ina VC village.

Magnusson was sent down
to investigate the hole,

He went straight down
three feet and then start-
ed ahead, crawling about
four feet when he dis-
covered the tumnel was L-
shaped,

B0k h eaeeing of its
own,

The mission of the "Go=
' company was to provide

ecurity for the "Wolf-
o s" of the 25th Inf.

“_'smlwﬁn
he day before, the com-
into a small

contained

thing when searching for
the VC in his underground
sanctuery, :

PR Richard P, Magnpsson
of Wochester, Mass
Just that, and perhaps a
bit h&sty'o

Cautiously, with a strong
grip on his 45-cal, pistol
and flashlight, Magnusson
crept toward the re-routed
hO]ec

"I quickly pointed my
flashlight around the cor-
ner and caught a quick
glimpse of what, looked
like a flgure crawling a-
way, I fired a sho% and
hurried tack to the sur-
face "tc report my find,"
said Magnusson,

Climbing out of the tun-
rel bafere a =zrail of
smoke ; Magnusson approach-
ed his piatoon leader and
excitedly told of how he
bad shot a VC in the lower
backside of his anatomy.

Magnussen again entered
the tuanel with a little

area, which became serious
tasiness after realizing
the phce had been desert-
ed and evidence pointed
out that it was vacated in
a hurry,” added Smith,

Along with the wandering
animals, the company found
a tuanel complex system,
which contained medical
supplies end training
alds, including =a black-
board .,

Thay also discovered a
hard-bound book which
showed dAistorted pictures
of B-52 bombers dropping
their loads,which was used
for | purposes.

m .bek elso showed pic-

combat

"TUNNEL RAT HAS
EEROLLS MOMENT

anxiety,to see the results
of his actions,

Minutes lapsed when
Magnusson reappeared from
the tunnel with a faceless
expression, He was carry-
ing a bundle of medical
supplies wrapped 1n a
bulging pair of black pa-
janas,

Over the laughter of his
fellow soldiers, Magnusson
simply muttered, "What can
I say?"

MAIL

Don’t forget the dead-
line for mailing Christmas
packages Air Mail is

Decemter 13.
#uR

POLAR BEARS” FIND
VIET CONG HAVEN

stantly during ATTLEEORO,
turned up in the v‘lllage
alsog and was destroyed,

A shower stall and a
sunken pit with four beds
was also discovered which
was believed to be a
nurses’ quarters because
of the array of freshly
laundered female clothing
hung on a line,

"We ficured *hs area must
have been some type of
hospital or eid station or
R&R center for the VC. The
village definitely had
just been wvacated before
we arrived. The people
must have been living
there within the day,"
stressed Smith,

The "Go-Go" boys bundled
up their discaweries,
transported them ou$, and
continued on their way.




NO.1 MP RECEIVES 29
LETTERS FROM HOME

A letter from home to a

Polar Bears
Rout \/C.

soldier in a combat zone
can often mean the differ-
ence between peace of mind
and sleepless nights of
anziety., So it is com-
pletely understandable why
every soldier patiently
waits for "mail call™ and
at least that one letter
from someone special back
home,

But when Maj, Lincoln F,
Brigham  (Hollis, N.H,),
provost marshal of the
195tk Lt. Inf, Bdel, re-
ceived one large envelope
containing 29 letters from
the first grade students
of his hometowm Hollis
Elemsntary School,that was
a thrill of which few sol-

diers can ever hope to
boﬂst. :
The letters, probing

every subject from natural
curiousities that dwell in
the minds of the young to
extrolling the major's
bravery for serving in a
war=-infested country, ex-
rressed each child's grat-
itude to the major and to
the thousands 1liks him
serving in Vietnam,

A few notable quotes from
the many letters include:
"You are so brave to fight
our enemies in the war."
"On Veterans Day...we are

going to stop what we are
doing a minute and pray
for the soldiers that are
fighting for our freedom,
you must be very brave,”
"I thank you for our free-
dom,"

One of the letters shock-
ed the major when he read:
"I would like to give you
two dollars, but I don't
have any mor'e money.Mom is
going to vislt you,did you
know that?" He was much
relieved when he discover-
ed the letter was written
by his seven-year-old son,
Forbes, ~'also a member of
the class.

It ia bhard to express the
gratitude and sentiments
that engulf a man under
such circumstances. Yet
the major expregsed it
well when he commented,"I
am very touched.With cer-
tain groups of people rag-
ing for wus to get out of
Vietnam, its a little
refreshing and gives one a
braath of fresh air to
know we do have such ' sin-
cere support. A though
they are very young,  the
unsolicited and mature way
in which they expressed
themselves, considering
their varied backgrounds,

is amazing."
#Re

PHILIPPINES SENATOR

VISITS CHARGER CAMP

The Honorable Mr,
Almendras, a Senmator from
the Republic of the Phil-
ippines, visited the 196th
Light Infantry Brigade's

”mgtwlm,l‘-

Tay Ninh .

Senator Almendras was
given a briefing and dis-
cussed 1ssues at hagd ::::
Brigadier Gemeral Ric
196tk Light

viait vas
a tour of

Two' men from Com A
4th Battalion, Blstp?ﬁgan:
try, 196th Light Infantry
Brigade, pooled their com-
bat skills and wiped out
two entrenched Viet Cong
positions,

Sergeant Steve J, Segal,
a mortar forward observer
from Highland Park, m,,
and Sps4 Siegfried Janattq,
a radio-telephons operator
from Staten Island N,YJj
were on a company-size
patrol recently, and while
crossing a road met a bar-
rage of fire from the Viet
Cong entrenched im spor-
adic spider holes.

Janatta moved up close
to the first spider hole
and - lobbed a grenads ex-
pertly into the  hole,
silencing the fire,

*By then, Sergeant Segal
kad joined me,and together
we moved toward another
spider hole,"said Janatta.

The two men inched their
way within 20 feet of the
spider hole, constantly
under fire,

"It wvas close enough for
me," said Segal, "50 we
both threw a grenade. We
wanted to check our re-
sults, but darkness was
near and we gradually had
to treak contact.™

®] just hope I never get
that close to the VC
again,” mused Janatta,

The result of the day's
action for the "Go-Go"

company produced cne VC
kilTed and three wounded.

{

Bl e oo



i CIMLETS”
e TREAT KiDs

5 It was fun for all a%
i the Cao-Xa school mecently,
as the "Gimlets™ or Co, A,
3rd Bn., 21st Inf.,196th
Lt. Inf. Bdengr threw a
party that the local
youngsters would remember
for a long time to come,

Civil affairs prograns
in the Cao-Xa village area,
a few miles west of Tay
Ninh, are conducted by the
21st Infantry,

The  echool children
%reeted CPT, Emil C. Cregg
Hazeltown, Pa,) and his

men with a group song,
Soldiers and chiidren
mingled and beceme ac-
quainted. Each child re-

ceived from the mea of Cc,
4, a book bag, paper and
writing supplies.

Next, games of tug-of-
war, sack races and apple

dunking had children and
soldiers aljke mizing with

oy

88 co-
} vic action
, program with Father Zuve,
the religious leader of
cacﬁho

The 1lack of supplies at

the Cao-Xa schocl prompted

; Co. A to contribute food,
clothing,and school desks.
- In the future other com-
. panies of tkhe battalion
will undertaks similar
programs at the school,

"CENUINE OR FRAUD?"

By Chaplain (CPT.)
Jor M, Lindenaver

Eave you ever noticed
o diffienls it 1Is to
tell real quality from a
cheaper substitute?

Take diamonds, for ex-
ample. Most of us wouldn't
know a carat from a hole
in the ground; or a flaw-
less gem from an imperfect
one., It takes en expert
with a magnifying glass,
to point cut the differen-
ces, the defects,

Or meybs yon've been
ghorping for a uced car,

Even an exrert can't sl-
ways spot a lemon.

Or perhaps it is a gren-
ade or an artillery uhell,
Who ecan tell when e round
is going to te a dud?

In all of these, failurs
to meel some standard has
caused a defzct & iliaw
that in many cases renaers
the item in question ab-
solutely worthless.

People who cazll them-
selves Ohristians should
also meet standards of
value if they are genuilne,
Thoge who 1liwve lesser
goals are heading for the

' human hmp* mle.

Charlie Finds
Lost Glasses

It wes a sirange case of
lost and found for PFG
John K, Jdeuch, 21, (Eliza=
beth, §.J,); or Company cy
3rd RBattalion,21st Inf g
try, 196%h Lt, Inf, Bde, ‘
dwring Operation ATTIEBOROD

His compary was moving ta
2 landing zone to estab-
lish a defensive perimeter
as ertillery fire saturat-

ed the VC infested ares to
their front. 3 PFC Jauch
moved thrcugh the dense

prench kmocked
off kis belmetand glasses,
With his vision impaired,
he could not see vhere his
glasses had fallen, He
quisidy picked up his hel-
met and dscided it would
oe best not to linger in
the area.

Jungle, a

o0

The next day, the com-
pany was back in the area

which had been the scene
of fierce fighting for the
past two days. Since his
vigion wes blurred; it was
decided best to returm PFC
Jauch back to base camp.
He went to the company's
CP and waited for a heli-
copter thai would take him
out, As he vaited, a
sergeant passed by, carry-
ing 2 peir of Zfamiliar
lookdng giasses, PFC Jauch
shouvted, "Those are mine!
Immecietely I knew they
were mine by the white ad-
nesive tspe holding the
frame togetier,m

A scldier had found PFC
Jauch's glasses while
searching an enemy bunker,
They were being worn by a
dead VC who had had good
vision for at least
twenty-four hours of his

life,
Brs

"THE CRARGER™

yer" ia an.ant.harized,pnhlicgg.ztigﬁ gt ti:e
Infantry Brigade, APO 96236, It 1s
weekly fer pnuom'uel of thia command,
‘views and comsents expressed herein are
L those of the

Departzent of the
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