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Harvesting enc captuxa_‘w mnore
¢ 3,000,000 nounds of rice from enemy ¢
trolled areas, the 195h Infi‘...urj
“riade has forced the starving VC/Zvi
on a strict diet that has dealt a
serions blovr to effectivs enemy missions
in the M"Char;er!s® area of operations,

Spearheading  the rice denial program
wes  2nd Ba,, st Inf,, coznanded by
LIC Robert MPuck" Nelson in a program
called Wlolden Fleece," Cwnerating in

rice~rich e Son Valley, 2/1 working in

c¢lose conjunction with Vietusiese Po: -
wler Forces (PF), Resiomal Forces (R ]
end refuree harvesters, accounted for

1,914,557 pomds of rice harvested,
?56,u5u nounds captured from the exlenv
and 26,u< 0 pounds destroyed.

Cne of the most significant factors in
the stccess oFf UGolden Fleece®™ centered
arounid the refv-e.s--the neonle who act-
ually did the harve gting,

"The refigsts were siven an opportun~
ity in thig operation to mete a direct
and meapnnﬁfﬂl contribut'on to their own
suprort, " said LTG Nelsgon, 1They ro=—

oondea very well,!

The rc,fu;,ees of Que Son contribute
450 male awnd female harvesters of all
arze to the nroject, The program was so
well accepted by the Vietnemesc that
gvary  werping during - the month lon

oprration hundrods of enthugiastic sm

hildren and villa~e elders~bent with
are—-werc trrned awav from the Ghinooks
“that carried the.rice citters to fields
in fertile Qe Son v’al..ey

Villase leaders levicd a’ personncl
quota %o each femily and a deily rice
¢rota for the entire harvesting force.
Improved daily rice ylelds rcflected the
increa iny civilian enthusiasm throvsh-
out the haervest,

Each mornin three Weglonnalire® rifle

platoong and three RE pletoons estal-
liched an ounter perimcter «f protection
500 $0 800 acterg beyond the harvest
arce.,
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in imner perimeter consisting of thrce
I'F platoons was employed at the cdpc of
the rice paddy arca, A colorful pan-
orama mmfolds inside the wall of pro-
tection as bhundrads of workers feon out
throush the solden~yellow ficlds cutte
ing, ndling, snd cerrying thso groin to
eentral loadirg gones throughout the
harvogt arca,

Chinook pilots of tho 132nd and 174th
Avi:tion Compsmy flow dozong of missions
daily, transportinag thousandg~of pommds
of rice from the outlying rico arcas of
the valley to & Huge soccor field in the
middlec of Que Son,

- The Chinooks carried two oxturnal

;j{ ee RICE on Baclk Page)
CHARCERSClimb High
for Mountain Victory
L7 U&sST Ths fizre- sovon day batile
against a lofty VA stronghold on tho
stocp 924 nctor-high Zuvi Chom Mounitain
-providzd a bettalion of the 19¢th Infan-
try Bri:ade with some of the most in-
tonse amd vicious fighting in rocont
months in tho "Charger® arca of operat-
ion,
St.cp

slopes and triple cancpy jun<lo
combined twith an cgtimetced onony foreo
of 1,000 ©VA to neke opcrations oxtraomc—
ly ruggod on the clowde~sghrouded mountain
26 m*los northwcst of Tam Ky,

Th. wocok lonz battle cost the VA 65
decad and netted the 4th Bn,, 318t Inf,,

25 hK-47's, onc Chicom machine gun, 20-
82mm mortar rounds, two 82mm mortar
- gizhts and 20 VA packs,

Tt was onc of tho hardost battlos
I've scun over hore," said.dTC Rebort
Wotzol 4/31 battalion commandor,

My mc,n had to virt»-23v crovl hand
over nand v» paris of the '~'1c>u_n"cnine
Tose mountidns arc sons of the stoopost
in Tiotnew, ¥ hoe seid, "Day by doy thoy

pu.:hua ouck the SVA o:pd forc,é thom-from
(See CHARGERS on Bac: P Page)
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Christmas is qguite often ra differont
sort of "holiday for Hicce of us i the
Armed Forces, For 1thnze of ve oyt
nete enough to be e2csigned In & ares

where we can  be w"ﬁ
ing the holiday sea:
is not too apparert,
szyving glone in  di
giguments or even In rom
the U,8., the holiday takes on 2. certain
aspect of loncliness, periaps ecven
sadness, :

To be sure, there . is evidence of th
joyous. holiday season o Lo Zound in
every militery natit, Meil o211 o
Chrisines loser +to us, with ”"* AT
sacks overficwirg with L.lez ghmas wisnes
and glfts from those we love,

FCOD WO, TEOTEIT

Then, on Ciriszimag , there will be
the gigantic Goliday Feast that hes bee
come traditiocdl din oven the swalliest
militery mess nall,

For some, ihere will be a gaic
day USQ show, vperformed Wy Givsle
entertainers who aiso lewve given up
being vwith their raiiies s
might have a littie nore joy in our
holiday, ' :

But with all tho gpecial fagtive ace
tivitics of Chrigtmas, it still won't
be qui‘s the  same for . thoze of ug
serving in the stesming heai of Vietnam
or in a c.,;“,, gray wa. ’SL ip  on the high
scas, We'il mips the ohov, holly, mis-
tletoe and gaii: :

But 'there i
we can do to h

o2vhaps  one more thing
p f1ll  any empty feelw
ing we may havc at Christmes,

Think abo }_a; gﬂther'I ng bhack
home on Gnrl studs Doy, One of the
things they're shjoy’zng most 13 the
fecling - of 'zace on Tarth r, Good Will
Toward Man," Gf course, po&co does not
reign throughout {the worid ard geod
will toward mzn ig often ¢ 1"Tot'tcne

But citizens of +he Urited Sictus are |
closer to that ideal than most peOPl“ ;

in the world,

Those of us in the military arc the
vanguard of ow netion, protecting that
feeling of "Peace on E2rth" apd insun.
ing that our femilies will continue to
enjoy it in Christmases to come,

If the true joy of Christmas is in
the giving rather then in the ‘rew
ceiving, we cé&n count ourselves among

‘\’ngf{' H\ra-*\) g @fgt iFGa sures, Armed Forces " Press Se:*’:i o]

THe b[lﬂrger 18 Fan &ﬂ‘ﬁnu“.m SR A w.‘.k.."i
publication - of the 196th = Infonuuy,
Brigade Information Office - for all
mwits of the  Brigade, Arny  Nows
en Armed . Farces News Buresu meke:
e scu, van“ ons expressed ol
neaeasorily’ those of the  Depet
L"-e \"r'n\c : Garnr.Lou‘tloL g 210 oLoaw
: ‘nl nuky  be  ssth U 1o
cmistion Office, Hqs i06th I
- APO S2n  Francisco 96255
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1, Never
jiess intend o uss it, =0
muszle congelisciig,

2. Alwegs carry your weapan oo
tiarel, Check 1t periodioalliy

3. IO OV chawber a round, wlese use
ol 1ho weapon is .‘.m,.j_Lnot:'L“.,.

L Komp the barrel free from all ob
shro cb I.Se

5e =

50 s LA

Ta Uso O

'tloli.;' ‘Avcid' “horsenlay  witn
WeBpOoNS, reat them with re
spect and care-. ,

the happiest people in the worid. Our
"gift—the peace our countrymen cnjoy

I tell ya, there's somethin out there
eatin send begs of f the bunker

is one of thc _ greatest that can be
glven, (AFPS) :




Dec,23,1968

ClaRGER

D

A LN

Your equipment is the best in the
world, but it will not work correctly
wiless it is taken care of, 4And if it
does not function correctly, and you are
depending on it, you are in trouble, It
can mean that you will fail to accome
plish your migsion, or it can mean that
you and your buddies will lose’ -your
lives, Is there anything more important
to vou than these things?

VELICLES

e

Drlv“rs, the element 1in your engine
cledfiér 1s important, ™ It must bs clean
tc obtain best performance from the

engine, If the clement is dirty, clean
it by blowing it out with compressed air
or gontly beat the cartridge on a flat
metal surface to remove the dirt, Never
clean the element in gas or solvent, for
they will dissolve the plastic cartridge
and geals,

For you mudtifuel wvehicle drivers—
herets the way to avoid crippling engine
heat shock, After a long, hot run, al-
ways let your engine idle for at least
five minvtes, This gives it a chance to
cool down slowly, If it doesn't, ex-
cegssive heat from the engine block will
turn  the weter in the water jacket to
steam, and might result in warping or
cracking the head or rmdning the head
gagket, On a diesel engine, the exces-
sive heat can cause the fuecl injection
nozzles t0 plug up.

then you start your multifuel vehicle,
don't overdo it with the manifold flame
hcater, Use of the heater on a warm
engine will cause over-fusling, It's
better to load the engine during warm—up
for that will heat faster; but never
ioad to the point where the engine
laors, B

YEAPQHS AND AM}UNITION

The old steel=-type magazines for the
M=16 rifle frequently caused bolt lock
Tailure and fegilurc to feed. The steclw-
tvpe magazines should be turned in and
reploced Dy the new aluminum magazines
Both types have the same FSN (1005-056-
223), but the stecl magazine heas ribs
arranrﬂd in a grid pattern while the
aluminum magazine has only three - vertis
CaJ. I‘ibs.

Tips on the M~16: Remember never to
close the upper and lower receivers
while the selector is in the AUTO posi-

"?::J F\ {" E::;]
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tion, Jamming the receivers closed will
force the automatic sear down, dmmaging
the botitom of the bolt carriecr, Bemens
ber also—don't dismantle the lower ros
ceiver for maintenance in the .£lolds
that's a higher echelon: tasx, And
finally, alweys-X&ep a light coat of oil
on the lower celver, and remember to
clean the gas port in the kolt carrier
evary day,

On the M~14 rifle, the gas cylinder
mechaniam is one of the myst sensitive
ard critical parts, Nevsd® Jise sharp

tools or ebrasive material %6 clean it
the only things you should use aye .borc
cleaner and a soft cloth, Always check
for 6il inside the gas cylinder, be=-
cause it will cause carbon buildup -and

really make it Qifficult to clean next
time,

Here's a tip on the M~79 grenade
launcher: Be careful when using the

wrenheh that comes with your M~79 to in-
stall the firing pin retainer or to at—
tach the recciver group to ihe stoclk.
If you use too muech prossure, you!ll
break off one or both of the tips on the
wrench, and chances are that theylll
get lodged in the retainer, which means
that you!ll have to call on higher
achelon maintenance to dig them out.
GENFERATORS

It!'s amazing how meny guys forget that
generators have to breathe in order to
stay in operation, When you emplace a
generastor with protective sandbags, make
sure you Jloave enough air space around
it so that a good supply of clean air
gets to 1t, 4And be sure that the cover,
whether it's temporary or pcrmanent,
leaves chough space for heat to dis~
sipate.

Where do you spot your generator? The
common sense way is to get the generator
close to its biggest users This will
save on cable, And gpeaking of cables,
be surc that you mark the location of
21l underground cables to avoid aocw

cidental damage from dlgglnc in thes
area, (USARV FS)
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HH_G 196th INF _ZDE,

SL‘RCEANT
Michacl Ryan C

IE 1}00"'};\1 g (raft
j John ixen ,
G ”qu:lln

. . . ]JQ-."."‘ i mng
; W1l j(u“l iiowe
_\'\ 2111y Huifaker i
/ ~ 0N Kenr th Ives
LA Jossph Jorgens ,
o~ cwgirlugh Johnson
v ’ \\ X ‘Cﬂjﬂ %
< 2orald Kimnaird

i e i Jamecs Lidia
" James Lockloer

Billy Pato
Robcrt Saud
Verneon Scaborn
A f Jazes Smith
. Robort Vail
. //\"-\_ } ‘Bruce Werrick -
.~ Haroll Znchary
. ' EAIVATE FIRST CLASS
Richard il Liang
/ ; . STAFZ SERGEANT
. //\\\. Wlliam Bray
/\\! . SIRGEANT

SN Arnold Pagen

Gary Schulie

&‘*/'; Themas White
\ . 3rd/gn ARTY

m h‘mrd Andorson
ot Arithur

< ut G ‘fory
/./\ , ui:.Ld Galliher

~ N y 1ike Garcia .
N f/ \‘ Jimmy Hugeitt
» ' tcorge Jackson ‘
Iichard Xolash

/\ Yoy Lockard
. 1'3:',' .7 Lundy
/\\ L ries May
S Garry Yorris .
- .fu_m;lb S3akde) Plnumo—Rodriglwz
Horman Strader
Bruce Thrasher
Tommy Tipton
Russoll White
ai Ch&rd Wh'uk
Roy woody - -
T - . . SPECIALIST 5
‘ ZJ‘orfrrn Cuadalupe~Ortl zc
Bamon Ramas~Quinenes.
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" Michacl f‘“vnody

,Lanpm- UJ" Tm

Frank Gusrra

-Gary Zicbarth

William Blacvood 266 0,5 ok INF
George Rlahodatny

Ronald O¢ "L;‘?X%&ﬁ

Jnr:-:_r Srawiord
Robert Dickran . by
William Zorrington (oo &ovy

John Fletchor o Chieoaos Pamkhill
Hermen Florence :

Roger Harris
Kenneth Harwell |
James Holm
Hareld Mook
Douclas Vossg
Frovk Williamse
David Avbey
Gregory £dems
COUTTBAL
Gary Brichit
Calvin Houk
Bogor Mellain
Hollig Reulerson
Josc Sosa '
George Syder
John Tryba
Joc Wadte
Alvis ."Jachary

Floyd board
Ariis Slanton
Rotors Hrxton
Leonard {avidson
Normat Dorsey
Jancg Dunecan
Steven Fitmgerald
Randnlph Goarheart
Davis Fall '
Ronold Hergrove
Turner Barrison
Lester Heintg
Michnel Hellrud
Alfornia Holt
James Konnedy.
Jamos Panagokos
David Richhourg
Jesse Sanchesz
Martin Sondcll

Stenley Satcher - Row o' Caeifor
Paul, Shedlosky CQart itk
John Todd Mohivin otlins

Kennoth Varner
Arthur Weisser

Edward Woods
Gary Yamamoto
Theodor:s Z‘Olle_‘:
IT PAYS TO STary .

REENLYST ARMY
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HHC 196th INF BDE,

SILVFR STLiR
SGT Charlecs Doemond
L2IST:

NGITSE, FTYLIG GROSS

iﬁb‘.z.:,.BZf.I_LLEBY._

J'BP

MiJ Carl (u,eutic

CPT hohort Thite

LT &Steven Jekatt
15T John Oliver

1TLT Chri stophor Pelkey
SFC Tavid f"‘zxontor
SFC fobort Flemming
S8G Puogor Dufham
£ Harily
S50 Russell Kemmn

S<G Feter Polivks
S8G Luther Ramcy
SSG ¥osc Cwmons

558G Chrrles Sutherland
S8G John Thomasg

SSG Joscnh Young
GT Cherlos Bovia
SGT arlecs Brown
SGT fGeorge Clemments
SGT Migucl Hinojosa
SGT Tommy Jonos

SGT Richerd Kolash
SGT John Willett

CPL villiam Wright
SP4 Wayne Hamilton
SP4 Edward Picard
SP4 John Polscno

. .
J e
S5 Zovvie

S W
AIR MEDAL

CPT Gary Browa
SFC David Csrpenter

LRMY C(‘MM DATION MTFDAL
EER Telo Dragkill,
SGT '(}.’L‘;.':onf‘o Tl Mlmrg
SGT Jomes Srish
SGT Farold Shahl
SFS &hwsin K&J 307
CPL Josc fLndi
CPL Wigtliam Duﬁgnorty'
CPL Loy Davi
CPL Ru.iy n’a;ﬁ.auaoz
CPL Jirich Lopusz
CPL Charlcs Maldency
CFL Jaoeck Parkor
CPL Stoven Storr
CPL Tommy T<.%0on
CPL Fd.uyd Weaid ng‘ton
Dl RQ"'J ]OOfl 7
CPL Dicky T,ootf‘n
SP4 Dexrid abhey
S24 Joanny Raiks .
SP4 Gery Eoaty .
Sr/, Bobby Bevill
8P4 Liecnard Boyd
8P4 Wlldiam w cnard
894 Searics Crappell -
SP/. Iarry domns

SF.. Jorry tirauford

SP4 Bvorett Hoory
SFL Jorry ke

SP/ Herman Florence
SP4 Mike Gareia

8P4 Jessic Gordon
SP/ Konneth Harwell
8P4 James Helnm

SP4 Goorge Jackson
SPJ Frank Robhinson
SPL Theo Rogers
SP/, Bruce Thresher
SP4 Junicr Timmons
SP/ Lilan Ven Kyke

.SP4 Douglas Voss

SP4 Tyrone Yhiddon
SP Clavin white

SP, Jimmy Williams
SP4 William Wissemann
8PL Richard Wofford
SP4 Joscph Zimmerman

150 fualdongdo'

sP4 Jouvrj

i
!

.
- L - - 4.

PY¥C J'orry Bailey
PRC Tohkn Buncy
BIC tourge Cinales

TP ALY
pEk I.Le‘-'j,'.‘} Ghanis

PFL ferrcace Croviey

" s
PEC Volecn Hoctwilla

PUC g Yo
FFC Mishacl Srill

rro !J;i" ’i'l Touk

TEG ’I o Johmson
Fel Q‘i.Cl L "h )ou'g
Pas

_F.L JoY ._L.Lij :']‘.Il F«:

PG Wi 3

._{_D_':, hu el Jo Mg'OQ..]‘CQ
(S . Latl

SP4 iic‘k:brt 1.ﬂrc'on

ST4 Ro
SF4 EL
Sk Kol Tt Wercier
8P4 Jonn Mirznia
SPy4 froxy Norrld

SP.. Fanic nvoa
8P4 Michesl ('Conncer
SP4 Gary P=os
SP/ Denads

w Zn(k,‘u‘Id

WH I K K3 RS ***#**** 3223

The Nations Sceond hlﬂjh—w

est award for velor is
the DISTINITISHID cE
- CROSS. Tt weo irsd mmrded

during the Mexicen Jur as
the - Certificate of Ferit,
The man who won it, srirsued
five Mexican cav: lrymc.n and

capturced one. This cot the
standerd whick as hoon
followed evecr simns, he
name, of  tho awind was
changed in 1918 by Uongress

to the DSC,
F S NSRRI 36 4 T 3000 3650 303 0 3
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12 GAST—m-If it hadn't. been for a lite

tle Ypot Juck" one heroic lieutenant
probadly would have been scalped whils

moving west {from LZ Wesi), ,
The scene . wWTuided wWhoen - a "Chargerh
comwany - from the 196th Infantry Brigade
came into heavy conhtact with & large
enatiy  force of NVA goldiers en Nui Chom
Mcwnmtain in- the Hiep Duc Valley.

AZter the initiel contact, 1LT Stephen
Rise (iwes, Jowa) ef Alpha Company, A4th
En., 3tst Inf,, ran %o the front of his
plaioon to assist and direct his men
dirring the fire fight,

Kice -administered ald to +two pf his
wounded Ben until his platoon medic ar-
rived at'bis location, He then directed
M0 maghine gun fire on an enemy bunker
where a heavy volume of (30 caliber me-
ching -gun fire was coming from, -

Maneuvering close to the enemy bunker,
Rice fired his M=-16 and "tirew severa.
hand grenades until the NVA weapon was
silenced.

Hls platoon moved in +to search the
bunker while Rice paused during an une
expected dizzy spell and rested fer a
minirte,

Wy RI0 told me a ‘bullet had creased
my nelmet," said Rice, "and when I re-
noved my steel pot I found out a .30
caliber bullet had gone  completely
through it, and creased my scalp along
the way,! : S e

*L really shtarted %o
looked at my -stesl pof
holes in it," said Rice.

In the search of the KVA
found gix dead HVA gsoldiers
four Al-’7'g and of course
(30 coliber machive gun),

swoat when I
and paw  those

bunker Alpha
and ‘captured
the scalper,

when medics  bandaped TBicels wound
later on “hey bad  tc ghiave part of his

head to c¢l=an the wourd, Rl.ce fali fore
tunate the wvllet hadn't done a findl
job of scalping.

CHAPEL DEDICATED

LZ ROSS————Religious services at LZ
Ross are being conducted in & new inter=
dencminational chapel instead of on the
Plack=tonpad helicopter pad,.

The chapel, a wood-burned pine panel
structure, was dedicated on Thanksgiving

Day.

Colonel Frederdick J. Kroesen JTey
(Arlington, Vs.} the 196th Infantry
Prigade Commandey cut the ribbon that

formally oponed the 24 Bn,, let IRf,,
-ahapel, :

reties to Kjlpatrick ard hig nen,

Ceptain Robert R. Siebart {(Fao low:
Calif,)  the battalion chenlsin,
the benediction, Captain Robaert Uni e
(Leminsﬁer,~ Mass,) assistznt bl
chaplain .gave the blessing and
Donald Bartley (Rock Dridpe Belna, 7=
the brigade chaplain read the sorimiurol
passagee .

On the arched doorway are the !
David and Christian cross motitz Tnsd
by two staired 'glass windows (pe ownd
plastic)e Inside a solid pimo
stands before a tall backligiiiwd waid:
cross which stretches from the ficcor &
the topmost rooftesan,

A steeple is being planned
chapel and the parents of Battalien fon.
geon, Captain Kirk L, Hilliszd o,
(Pleasantville, N,J,) are sendir. s il
fithats slready in the maili,®

The chapel will be used for mora Hhen
religious gervices., It has alreadr bucn
vsed for a weekly molbile PX and mcvra
will be shown in the afterncons and
evenings,

- T
N

for su

IIGEIS BELIEVE IN SANTA

LZ CENTER~~—~Supplying units in Viet-
nem is supposed to be a problem; how-
ever, a company 6f "Chargers® Irom e
196th Infantry Brigade has solves
-problen, '

They can chain smoke and neve: om
through their supply ef cizovran o
They - gan feast for hotre .and »
sume their vazt store of canve
ey can average & bock z dwy poconn
ard never dent- their vest lipror.

-Of course all this reservoi- o
plies comes in handy oniy
Gy 3rd Ba,, 2%at Iaf,, (Ohariis

Wy gt
PRI

A8 ST
L2 AR

are nct conducting opsraticas
- field ageinst “Chaliedn,

The surmlics soartod vousiry L vnen
"Chariie Tigerts" firsh perc: Marat o
Kilpatrick, (Neu Or.cans, La, O
his iwe  fommer mayors Irom Now oo suie

and West NVew York reguesting readire na.
'teriﬁl.

Tne result wae fantastie, Not onlv
did the "Charlie Tigers" receivs <. o.
plies, but became honorary citircus o
both cities,

Mayor Victor Schiro (¥ew Orlesnc; ‘i
been gending Dboxes of masazingg
books along with various

e e

camiai .T’.‘rj\;-‘:l
preducts periodiecally to his adoptcd
fizhting unit, :

Mayor John R, Amelline, himself a
hero of World Wer 11, vei'sonally sent a

box containing 300 packages of cigo~
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mefore gtnydise on

e i“«,r Co. &, 3vd
1 ationds two
rﬂ. Va.l_%_c«jy*,

4 sleesiod cnemy
-+ G {Ietrolt,
OO ARl ng

o1 Limg (,abf( the VG
sasll arms fire azd bepon a foo“c-
race wolld have done justice to an
climplc marsihon,

Kipha  pursued
hours and
aleng the way, The meet was discone-
tinued when the VC ran out of breath and
anmund tion,

~ The scorcboard showed nine VG dead and
four weapons captured., On the following
day two "Gimlet" patrols were semnt to
the some area,

The first patrol passed through the
arca and found nothing, Two hours later
the sccond patrol  cncountered hoavy
eneny resistance,

Between 15 and 20 VC took off running,
apparently forgetting the final results
of the race the previous day, Four VC
werc lkilled dur_mg the enguing scamper,

The chase ended when five were killed
while correred in & river, The mect was
a big success for the "Charger" company
‘For 18 VG, it was a breathteking finale,

fo ey am ole
ERAT

the enemy ncarly four

JAGK-.OF-ALL~TRADES

" LZ ROSS——=The infantryman in Vietnam,
by necessity must be able to assume dif-
ferent positions of responsibility at a
nonents notice,

SGT Earnest P, Phelps (Chicago,
howaver,
gotten 2 littlo out of hand,

Phelps was a squad leader for Charlig
Compeny from 2nd Bn., Tst Inf,, of thg
196th Infantry Brigede., FHe was 8qusag
leader that is until his platoon ser
geant went on R&R.

Phelps was called upon to be the ney

I1.,)

thinks the situation may have

]

engaged them several times

platoon sergeant, The next day in hi
“new role of platoon sergeant, he watch
the pletoon lecader get mdevaced ou
bocause of illness.

vho was the loglcal choice to take hi
place?—~Fhelps of course. He lasted &
platoon  leader less than 48 hours.
transferred staff sergeént camo on tho

" duabed  Aurs

* when we
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with his 19&th lm. 5 e., welt,

ZAPOFR SQUAD

T LZ VEST.eMent, o dha
tions in tho Sperinnl
ot

-eombat  opora-
i lon aroe o0

e

gensrally  aux
pany of "Caar

try bripgede t § core Up wilh o

Brigadcts mest wacuiwveationsl. ond sire
prisingly effecctive comoat nrilte,

The MZaprer Squad®? or. "I-Hruadit of
Chariie Company frem the 4th B_c, st
Inf,, congists of seven men,  Thcy gon-
erally operete at night and rely on

thrae combat tactics: speod, steclth and
surprise.

Z~Squad walks point for a platoon from
the company, VWhen they spot @ heavily
vorn trail the squad drops their heavy
gear and runs at -break-neck specd vatil
they eithexr run intc "Charlie% or a com=
plex of huts, When "2" gquad cnters a
hut, frequently they!'ll hear or see
iCharlie" bolting out of the nearest
exit, '

Cherliels fast exits are usually slov-
ed down by a burst from one of the
Zapper!s li=16's,

‘Staff Sergeant Ernan Gu'tlcrrez
ville, Texas) came up with the idea of
working -with a small number of men at
night, After getiing approvel from the
company comnander, he asked for »rolun-—
teers and recruited six men,

Most of the "Zapper" operations occur
after the company complctes search and
clear missions during the day,

"We usually have our best success on
night operations when !Charlie! comes
down fron the hills to cat and rest,"
sald S8SGT Gutierrcz.

"One night recently, we ran into a
village and caught one NVA and four VC
sitting down to a meal of rice and tca,
The VC told us the NVA soldier was
teaching +them classes in booly traps,
explos:wus and infiltration,

"The only reelly bad night we had was
heard loud movement in a hedge=
row near a hootch, We charged into the
bushes and a water buffalo charzed us
right back out again," said Guticrraz,.

The Z-~Smuad has killed 13 enemy end
captured 13 in less than a month, That's
a lot of zapping.
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CHANGE OF COIMaND
LTC Sinclair L. Melner (Reno, iev,) =
veteran of 19 ysars in tho Army, assumed
command of 2nd Bn,, 1st Inf,, rccently
in ceremonies &t L2 Ross. Melner re-

placed LTC Robert "Buck" Nelson (Colimne
bus, Ga.) after boing brigede oxueutive

officer for three months boefore bee
coming comménder of the ®Legionnaires,M

He was & student at the NWoationsgdl War
Coliepgs at B, McNair in Washington D,C,
beforc crriving for his first dour in
Vietnam, Melner received his MA degree
in Internrtional &ffairs at the George
Washington Unilversity while in the nam
ticn's capitol,

Prior to his War College assigmment,
Melner spent three years with NATO
forees in Germeny, He ssrved 15 months
with US Amy Europe as Chief of Mancu
vers Branch in Yeidelburg., Later he
moved up to bottalion commender of the
1st Bn,, 30th Mech, Inf,, in Schein-
forst for 21 months,

His wife, Roma, and thres children
Kathy, 17, Joan, 6 and Mikc, 16,.1ivs in

- Reno, Hevada where Melner was born and
rolised.

FOOT ZALL POCQL

The Publie Information Office hasg
listed below some of the howl games soon
to be played, OGCircle your choice cr TIE
an%gsemd it to PI0 not later than 27 Deec.
1968,

The next issue of THE CHARGER will
print the names of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place cntries,

— aw . e = —— — ) a— ——— et e P

Dec, 27 Tangerine Bowl

Richmond m——emChic Tniversity ———w=Tie
Dec, 28 Gator Bowl

Missouri ~ Alabama THe
Dec, 28 Sun Bowl

AUDUYN et AT150NE —mmemee e T
Dec, 28 Bagt~West Shrine Game

Fost —emmeee— Yest Tie
Dec, 30 Pezch Powl

Florida Stote — Lovisiana Stete ——e Tie

Dec, 30 Blue-Gray Geme
BlUg emmmmmmeen Gray e
Dec, 31 Flueboniet Bowl

Oklahom2 w—w——— Southern Methodist - Te

Jan, 1 Orangs Bowl

Kangag merwememe= Penn Stote mrmmemee—— Tie
Jan, 1 Sugeor Lowl

Georzis mewmwmme ATKENS8E ~—ammm————— Tio
Jong 1 Cotton Rowl

TENNE SSEE wesenm TELAY mm—msmcmme—eceas Tig
Jan, 1 Rose Bowl

Ohio 3teate Southern Colifornice~ Tie
NiME:
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UNIFORM FOR VIETINAM
FLIGHTS TO CHANGE

WASETHGTON (ANF)—Soldiers flying to
and from Vietnam on military flights
soon will be able to wear their tropic:l
miforms inglend of dress wui-
forms for both trips,

Department of the Army Message 2385941
states that the combat tropical wuniform
will be worn on militory and Militery
Lirift Commend (MAC) charter flights,
Sergeants major,
officers may weer this uniform if they
degire,

after reaching | the processing center
ir the United States, men relurning from

- Vietnam will weor either the Army Green

umiform issued abt the center or the Army
Fheki wuniform in their possdssion for
travel within tho United States,

Tac message points out that the plen
iz degigned to improve in~flight comfort
and docs not include wear of the tropi .
cgl comb2t wiform during iIndividual
travel within the continentzl TUnited
Stotes, The date for beginning the new
policy hes not yet been set,

hecording to americal Division offie
cials, the implementation date will be
announced as soon 4as it is received from
DA,

Tntil th=at time the uniform for per-
sonnel departing RVN to' CONUS remains ag
prescribed in Jppendix I, USsRV Regulat-
ion 670-5,
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“If it hits the fan watch which hole
you Jump into

Warrant officers and ~
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The South Vietnamese flag is flying

again, high over Phu Tho—-this time to
stay, o .
Three yeers ago the people and chief.

of this small village, lccated 20 miles
west - of Tem Ky, were overun Dby VG and
forced to flee, They £led north and
gouth from cnemy terrorism to the Viet—
nemese govermment security areas of Moe
Bai and Que Scna
How with thc assistance of a battalion
of "Chargers" from the 196th Infantry
Brigade, Phu Tho will agzin be a thrive
ing community consisting of more than
{1,200 people located in three large ham-
lets, The village 1is presently the
focus of a new and intensive pacifica-
tion effort by "legiomnaires" of the 2nd
Bn., 1st Inf,
{1 "We have been working toward this
phase for the past five months," said
MAJ Jerry E. Rowe (Quincy, Galif.s.
tDuring th: rice denisl program, rice
was purposely left in that arca for the
people to harvest." -
Most of all we back this move because
we feel the people arc  ready," said
Rowe, WThere is a gtrong desire to go
back, "

The Phv Tho refugecs have done & groat
gal themselves to make their dreecm come
rue, A grovp of former residents with

strong desire to return +to their old
ome have formed a PF platoon which is
spongible for security in conjunction
ith the villnge relocation.

2
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The platoon runs periodic  patrols
through the ares) accompanied by a "Le-
glonnaire! rifle sguad to insure commu~
nicctions and artillery support, Their
firot objective is to root out the VO
infrastructure among the people who re-—
noined behind when the enemy gained cone-
trol of the village,. ‘

HThe Phu Tho group is the best PF pla-
toon we have ever operated with," said
LTC Sinclair L, Melner (Reno, Nev.) 2/1
battelion commender, "It must bs  the
desire to go back, They have rooted out
more VC infrastructurc from their area
of responsibility than we have ewver
gotten anywhere else," Since early
November, 23 Viet Cong have been killed
or captured by the platoon,

~chiefs have

'geid, 'we

In the post
lage commitice
chief, his assisbant, an? ten
regalariy visited the old
and new village sites working with thc
people ard cxplaining the program.

The One Son Districel is contriluiing
additional PP-RF gecurity olemcnts, 4
U8, mortar team and MAT advisers will
also he assimed to the willage.

compoged of Sho villiage
nemlet

In lete Wovember, the second of fwo
coorCinated operations was conducted
among the wvillagers. A cordon and

sedrch by two "Legiomnairse" rifle pla-
toons, three PF platoons and the Phu Tho
group disclosed three VC suspects,

¢¢§?§Q®‘

three months 2 12-mer il

Then the village committee, Psyops tes
end a combined Que Son/U,S, medcep te
went to work among the assembled people
explaining +the program, hearing griew:
ances and ciding the sicke More tha
250 received mediccl treatment and 1
‘children-were bathed, Large quantitie
of soap, candy and foed stuffs were dis~
trivuted to the villagers.

Construction of the wvillage sitc hes
elrcaedy begun, An area hag been cleared
and a foundation laid for a bunkered
compound eand fortified Wllage hcad-
guarters., This defendable core around
which the wvillage can reconstitute ite
gelf is esgsential if the people are to
maintain their security against the
threzt of VC reprisals,

"Once we build a village headquarters
ard perimeter, we can say that at leant
part of the village is GVN controlled
becauge we physically occupy the ground
and we can give the people some nroico~
tion, " " said CPT George E, Hamm (Daniels
Road, W,Va,) the 2/1 civic affairs ofe
ficer,

Perhaps the strongest faetor moti-
vating the Phu Tho people's struggle to
return to their old homes is their 52-
year old village chief Ngo Thuong, .a
short 1leathery brown man with an infoce-
tious .prin and a persistent determi-
nation,
~ Thuong is mindfvl of the dangers ine-
volved, He has become . a prime torget
for VC retaliation, but it doesn't mate
ter +to hinm, "We h=ve returned,"” he
are here to stay—both our=
selves snd the South Vietnemese flage!

|
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nets each holding 6,000 pounds of rice,
In Que Son the rice wes thrashed by
siwall manuslly opereted machines end cne
large water buffalo who eruched the rice
kernal from the stalk by walking on &
large mound of rice in the middle of the
thrashing area,

Lractly half the weight of the rlce
stslk is edible rice kernal,

"The basic purpose of this operation
wes 1o prevent rize pgrown outsics GVN
controlied areas from being harvested
and censumed by enemy forces, " said LIG
Nelson, The original goal of the Mom
glonnelros® was  to harvest or cupuure
1,800,007 pounss of rize.

Ong day in the middle of November. a
small green sand bag was dropped frog a

| delicopter by parachute near the 196th

Brigede BTOC. On the bag was marked in
g red letters, "Buck 2,000,C0008h %,
Puck HMelson end his battalior wanted
C0L Frederick.J, Kroesen J %y brigade
coi?ander, to kmow they had doubled their
goal, . :

-1":1 support of the rice denial program,
Gimiets from 3rd Bn,, 21st Anf,, accoun-
ted for 526,000 pounds during a two week
operation in November, Refugees from
Nui Loc Son harvested the rice which was

‘distributed to the rufugeses of Tam Ky,

Mot of the rize wouid heve wone to
'Chariist,® gald GPT Jteven Geadobry
(Walting,’ Lonng ;, Ghwil Affairs D0 ser,
"The saiper snd mortar five we took dure
ing the cpzvzijon proved he wasn't happy
about losing his lifeline—rice

During the operation, 250 Victnamesc
were relocated at their request and.
20,000 pourds: of rice held in reserve
for thewm ot Nul loc Son.

A four-day operation starting in late
October netted fPolar Bears" from 4th
Bn., 3lst Inf., with over & quarter mil-
lion pounds of rice for refugees et Nul
Loc &, :
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CHARCERS c0 o
pushed beck the NVA and forced them {rom
woll=entrenched bunkers.”
The initiel comtact with the eneny was
made vhen Delta Company dlysovsred  an
eneny base camp on ire ne AN

Adfter four hovrs of fif 5 *he snomy
broke contact, Ielia later found Tive
dead NVA while neer-ning the arsa, 1ual
night two more line zomnenies noved du
t6 search and clear Mul Chom Moualsing

The followirg morning Xivhi Saapany
moved through the base ccmp aren,  Tuve

commaniea pulled back to right delensi

tieed airat—ikes vwere c2lled iy on encuy
positions nigh on the mountal 176
ty Elue CGhost gmohips Trea F

followad

Troop, 2%h Cavalry.
As nicht approached, Alpha and Charlie

T

positions. -

Cn the third day of fighting
“ion helicopters and Follx ajrpian
reported observing an esiimeisd LU e
ers encireling e command post on tos
mountain,

They glso reported spotting company.
.glze NVA elements in the base comn 2woen,
Tactical air strikes were again ollled
'in and the fighter bombers dreppsd 253
500-pound bombs on the NV posivicte,

The following morning the Hhmio e
fantry companies began 1o cl
NVA base camp from three sicous
three infentry companieg met sircm7 ro-
from the enemy bunkersd roii-

.gistance
tionse. .
Charlie Company destroyed 15 irmkers
and killed 30 KWWA as they slowiy gaiued
ground and penetrated the cpunmy pl.riiiae
ter,
Charlie Company also capburad a waoll

supplied NVA medical aid station and
scized sn enemy doctor and two fenalie

nurses. :

The NVA gdoetor sald that durirg ihe
first two days of contact -he Trcated
more then 50 wounded H#VA goldiers,

During the second night he got word
from his high command to hide his medi-~
cal supplies and equipment and move
north, . '

He oxpleined that he and his nurses
were prepdring to leave when Cherlie
Company ceptured them,

During the battle for Kui Chom Moun-
tain, 32 tactical air strikes were flown

~and over 4,000 rounds of 105mm and 155mm

artillery rounds were fired in support
of the infantry,

The NVA moved north and left their
high-peaked fortress in the clouds to a
tired and weary bunch of "Chargersh,
All the NVA moved northeexcept 65 and
that's not including the countless
fumber’ of enénmy who disapoered in the
fiery wake of air strikes and artillery
attacks,




