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R0SS-"They're inside the wire,"
' r&spea an excited voice over the radio,
ut the flash and roar of an explosion
and the staccato crackle of AK-47 fire
inside tVhe perimeter sounded a far more
trgent warning,

Infantrymen and headquarters personnel
Jumped to & red alert: An NVA sapper
sqLan had penetrated the perimeter wire.

he moon had set at 4:20 ia the morn~
ing, bot above LZ Ross artillery illumi-
nation flares floated like Japanese
lanterns. The flares bathed this 196th
Infantry Brigade fire swport base in
yellow light and created macabre inter-
lacing shadows as eyes strained to see
the lurking enenmy.
- Intelligence reports had warned that
either Ross or one of the observation
posts might be & target as the VC/AIVA
post~TET offensive entered its second
week,

Since before midnight, the dogs in Que
Son Villaze 500 meters outside the peri-
meter had been yapring, Along the bunk-
erline the men of Co, A&, 2nd Bn,, 1st
Inf., had & premonition that something
was going to happen,

Ten minutes after moonset scmething
did heppen, ' In the shifting 1light of
the 3illumination, Specialists Julius
Riddle (Brinkely, 4rk,) aud Iuis
Cervantes (Snowville, Utah) spotted two
figeres advancing throvgh the wire and
cut them down in a lethal crossfire be-
tween two bunlkers,

The pair proved to be the tail element

! of the NVA penetrating squed. Seven

' sappers were already inside the fmerical

| Division base.

~ Ahs stuttering exchanges of AK-47 &nd

~ 1-16 fire sprecd along the east side of
- the bunerli‘e, the deafening explosion

of RPG round rioped into the rear of

'L'hrse infantrgh

M
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LZ W2ST-—The shirtless i'W, their
bPodies darkened with charcoal for ca8mou-
flage, crept through the grass up to the
rows of concertine vire,

They were well cquipned for their mis-
sion of death and destruction with
roclet propelled grenades (RPG's),
satchel charges, Chicom grenades and
AT-47 assavlt rifles,

.e platoon of enemy had entered Iiien
Duc Velley from the rugzed mountains to
the west of this 106th Infantry Brigoi:
fire support base.

Reaching the base of Hill 445 :.ovnd
9 pom, the I'VA rested after an ardvous
four day journey to attack 15 Vest,
located on the summit.

low, &t 3 a.m. after six hours rest,
the sapper platoon had deployed around
the perimoter of West and were prepared
to give the men of 4th En., 31st Inf.,
a memorable night,

First Licutenant Paul
more, was asleep In
officer's quarters when the firsu c1er’c
was sounded. 23awvis had been designated
as the leader of the reaction force of
this Americal Division installation,

The reaction force was dispatched to
a sector of the perimeter that wes re-
ceiving extensive pressure from the at-
taddng (Vi

Upon arriving in that areg, Bavis be-
came immcdiately concerned that the
bunkers nmight not have cnough ammunition
to supress a full scale attack. "I
told my men we had to g:t more ammo to
the bwwkers in case this thing was real-
1y big," said Bavis,

Temoring & shower of RPG's and Ckicom
souedes, PFC Gregory liainous (Dayton,
Ohio) réced straight to an ammunition
storage bunker, Mainous ran from buxl r
to hunker distributing extra ammu ’ m
to the men,

Returning to his post, lainous fouud
Bavis and 8P4 Gilbert Smith (MAchita.
Falls, Tox.) staring inmtently at & wood-
on latrine locoted near the helicppter
resuply psd. Two KNVA sappers 1cre
scoking cover behind the latrine,

Poriodically, the (VA lobhed Chicom

~ (See WBST on Back Pege)

Bavis of Zalti—
the chelor
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EDITORIAL

TIE WIEC# HAZIT

1hy 211 the fuss about drugs?

What does it have to do with me?

And besides whose business is it any
way, what I think or do about drugs?

These are some of the questions con-
cerning the use and misuse of drugs be-
ing asted by the citizens of our nation
ang of the free world. Don't be misled
however, the communict world is also be-
ing placved by an extensive misuse of
drugs.

The question of the sudden interest in
the misuse of drugs is easy to answer.
In the past several years there has been
an increase in the misise or abuse . of
teneficial drugs as well as dangerous
dmgs The dangerovs drugs, of primary
1n‘bez'est here, can lead to psychological

endence, mMOTeoVaT, certain drugs,

‘as ‘LSD, STP, aid marijuana — the
h&iuc:mo"e“xs — can damage your mind,
and have no lmowm medical benent wheti—
soever.
get ‘a glimpse of vhy the ’uss about
‘jost ‘take a brief look at the
5 m’t one of the hallucinogenic
n nii@t ha-ve on the human

Tpot" or

i‘hs mildest
be physi cal-

iRG 1) Fay 6, 1969
The use of merijuana is particulaﬂy
hazerdous, While under its influen-.
concep‘l‘ of time and space ¢’ >e
racically distorted, and response to an
eme rgenc;r becomes vulpredictable, A
oot® at the wheel of an automohile
maltes it a deadly dangerous weapon to

others and a boobv trap to himself,
inother important reason for not using

oot stems from dts being against
Feceral law to usge or posses The pen-
alties can be as much as 10 rears in the
peaitentiary eand a $20C 000 f£j for .a
fi2st] oifense. Its salo, use, 01188
ssion 1is lilewiss a vinlation of ‘the
Uniform Code of Military Jusiice, run=-
isheble by court.amartial with a dis-

RN

1onorable disciorge and up to five yemars
in prison &s the end result,

Only the individual con decide Gf he
desires to pet caught in the drug trap,
so tee time out ‘to think-—is a few
noments of false pleaguie worth a life-
time of sorrow?  (AFPS)

1
The Chérger is an authorized periodig]

mublication of the 196th Infantry
e Information Office for alll

Units 'of the ©PBrigade., Amy Neug

Fecatures, Armed Forces Press Servi

and Armed Forces News Bureau mat d
ere used. Opinions expressed ai Lo
nscessarily those of the Department off
the Lrmy. Contributions are encouragzed
and. mzy be sent. to the Brigade
Information Office, Hgs 19€th Infaniry
Brigade, AFO San Francisco 98256, Thel
Inforiation Office reserves the right]
to ec.it all material,
COL F.J.Kroesen,....s..Erigadc Commander
BTN O e il o ratet i 9 47n. 0 winie DI 208 10
JP’ T—Aml caescc i tor
SP5. DoLlTVING. : ¢ s ssase: s Brigade L.z porter
Sp4 B "’aterm vsvaessss2roduction lianager!
"’41"1 S_ch.,-.....----.--.-3/21 ePC"‘ter‘
("A,J,,.JV' L'p.-.-ccuno-ctnoop/'] RGPO*"ter
A;. WeCre UEOX i sinvivia® s an --4/31 Re'DOJ.'tBI‘
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BALDY--The next time
M.lison tells his wife, Mery,
hor during a MARS cell, he's

" James
he loves
zoing to
malze sure about one important item—
that he's talking to the right Mary,

MAJ Allison, 196th Infantry Brigade
Civil Affairs Officer, placed his call
through the MARS Station at LZ Baldy on
a Sunday morning. The connection was
lovd and clear—-by far the best he's
had in threc cells hone,

The oncrator told tho Americsl Div-
ision officcr from Ocilla, Ga,, to go
ehead first, "How are you g\.ttmu a.long
lary?n asked MAJ Allison, MYou just
go ehead  and-tell me hov everything is

t ’*ome,“ he said cnding the J.mt:.al.
part of. the call, -
| ‘mMOh, we've becn netting clong fine,"

: said the feminine voice on the other
ond, "and T went’ you to liov that I love
you and miss you."

§ 1AJ Allison paused for &a couple

soconds and then blurted out, "I love
you and miss you too, but I don't think
you'rc my wife."

lhen the opergtor cut into the con-
y n, MAJ Allison heard the women
Golly, I don't think that's my
‘either,"

MARS ‘operator was so embarrasscd
iad  trouble talldng clearly. MNAJ
1isi wasn't sure why he told the wo-

he loved her and missed her, fbut it

,1&3:9 the right thing to say at

~probably made her feel a

M‘t@r- ~when I sct the record

; S ETITEN

Mery was still as¥ing

opera;tor told the
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LZ ROSS-An & ~ SO sguad leeder with
help from & Americ:l Invision I jeutry

Brigade recently fouad himgclf wi+h more
time on his hands tien he bzrza nad for,

The soldier, a membor of che “nd [VA
Division located in the mountairors Basge
hrea 116, some 2% miles norihiest ol Tam
Ky, was on a thrce day .poss and had
telen it upon himself to extead his
leave to 10 deys. i

Ze was cowtorizbly lounging in a
hootch din the v&1iey below Dragen Dase
C: wvaen a reconna 51 patrol of the
2nd Bn,, 1st Inf., of the 19oth Infantry
D2 -ce, led by 1LT David L. Wegner

(Guroreado S‘;,rl“xgs, Colo,) surprised hin

-at his rest,

At last report, the embarrassed
hac givun _eons id“l able valvable 3 =
14 zenes s bradies to the 196th
intelli; -'iw:a and was cn ais vay
‘to an e: acition et a POV camp
outside L

L7 WEST--He didn't sound like Fraak
Sinatra, but he vas a stranger in the
night" and he was singing.

No onc. knew wvkether hc was a Viet-
namese soul singer or a grarnd old crery
sercnader irom tuc- country rice paddios,

He come groovin down- & treil after
sundowm  somcvhere outside & dey laager
position set up by a "Charger® platoon
from the 166th Infentry Brigade.

The Rccon platoon of 4th Ba,, 31st
Inf., was just tettinz reédy to eat when

the strains of a Victnamese song became
B oEi =" and 1onder,

e drozed our chow and . grabbed our
13, " said 1LT Johrn Gerrett (Dedford
' Ohio). "Then we sew this V¢
ame s nalo walking toward our posit . .,

! mﬂ;gu@@ndmsachieuﬂoi
is hlnﬂcﬂ B
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LZ WEST—-Several months of futile
searching came to an end when a company
of "Chargers" from the 196th Infantry
Brigade located an NVA hospital, 35
miles northwest of Tam Ky,

The units of 4th Bn., 3lst Inf., had
made many fruitless searcies in the ares
after receiving rersistent intelligence
reports about the large enemy complex in
Hiep Duc Valley, ki

Alpha

Company, , commanded by CPT
Sténley F, Yates Jr. (Jonesboro, Tenn,)
was acting on the latest of the long

series of reports indicating that the
hospital was still in operation.
On the second day of their search, the

- Americal Division unit located the huge
_ . medical ward under thiclk

triple canopy
jungle near LZ Karen,

"They had some of the best Op's that
I've ever seen," said CPT Taues, #One
nosition was located in a tall tree and
had a field of vision that extended for
10,000 meters in all directions.™

he lergest tuilding in the complex

@ ¢ ywas used as & headyuarters and operating

Toom, It also had office space for the
hospital staff, A building of nearly
equal size was probably used as a mess
hall-recreation room.

It was decorated with colored stream-
ers endé signs for the TET holidays, A
large picture of Ho Cii Minh occupied
a2 prominent spot on the wall. The mess
hall had tables and chairs to accom-
modate more than 60 people, 4 kitchen
wvith five large pots for cooking wos
located nearby.

There were three buildings used as
sleeping quarters for ilVA nurses,
llumerous articles of female clothing had

- been left behind. -

for wovnded soldiers had a
chair cirectly outside with
; hair still lying on the

edoeal  €lame

ke entire hospital struciure was de~
stroyed by Alpha. As they left the area
they captured an I'VA scldier who had
been the purchasing acent for the hospi-

tal, Receipts located in his shirt
pocliel Tevealed he hac been poinasing

food and medical supplies for tne hospi-
tal,

ARTY SHOOTS FOR

EDUCATION “

LZ BALDY-Regerdless of where soldiers
of the 196th Inféntry Brigade may be
located, the Americal Tivision Blucation
Center is giving them assistance in a
different kind of struggle——the battle
of furthering or completing their educa-
tioil. -

t sterted when Battalion Executive
icer, MAJ Milton Iiller -(Sandusky,
Ohio) of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., con-

tacted tie educafion center and reques’-
ed someone be sent to LZ Baldy to ac- 1-

ister achiegvement, high school zal
educational dovolopment  (GED)  and
collerc comprehensive tests.

Mr. Dernard Kane (ilew TYork City)

dirsctor of the education center, sent
PFC Patrick liciary (Los Angeles) to the
"Chér:_,r;r" fire support base, He dis-
covered more than 120 soldicrs wented to
be tested.

mje cen only test about 15 at a time,"
said McHarg, "but I will be clc i':‘!
about two veel:s for more exer.. .ng ana
will continue to do so until everyone is
tectedd !

wAchicvement tests are given to ver-
sons to {ind out if they are prcpared tcz
tale the high school GED test." noted
HeHana,

At high school level the test consists
of nglish, sociel studies, natural
scicnce, literature aend math. ';‘ho
college tost contains English, social
studios, science, humanities and math.

A soldier passing all parts of the
high school tost will receive a diploma,
Six units are awarded for each part of
tha colloge tost that is successfully
. ~leted. lost of the high schools and
colloges in the United States give cred-
it for tha tests.



- TIEY PfUCC<hen the going gets rouch
or an enemy position proves too hard to
crack without a 1ittle preliminary soft-
ening up, infantry troops in the field
look to their forward observer (FO) to
call in a welcome volley of artillery,

liost FO's spend their entire tour in
the field with one company, but at least
one 196th Infantry Brizade FO considers
himself lucky to have spent some time
with every compaiy except one in his
battalion,

| Sergeant Harold Meel: (Columbus, Ind.)

: is serving his second tour in Vietnam
‘with only four . months
"Jou might say I volunteered," he said.

| "Tveryone in Germeny was getting orders
for Nam. 'So I decided not to wait,®

Meek svent his first year as a gre-
nadier with a 1st Div., Recon,, Bat-
talion arownd Lai Xai. Artillery is

something completely new to him. "I'm

t‘ infantry turned FO4" he said. "leiore

- coming back to Nam, I didn't even know
hw to call in art:.llery.

carned quickly ‘enough, however.

.fter joining the M.egionnaires® of

m,., 1st Inf,, Meelk was assigned

t the same thing happened
Company. Each time & short-
occurrzed, Meek was selected
‘mex to fill the gep, until

W every outfit in this
-g;,

;,iﬁ,.hit Alpha," he
aknd I'm wed ting now

between tours, -

~ tree, S.C.), SP4 Curtis Jones

A NEW |
BALLGAM™

LZ RUSS-Seven athletes that once were
involved :n part of a South Carolina re-
gional sports rivalry, now make up &
close lnit fighting team with the 196th
Infentry =rigade,

The Americal Division soldiers dis-
covered their relationship during a
three dey respite from the field that
all ncharger" compenies get once every
ty'o awonths if the tactical situation
permits.

fiow supporting each other as infantry
men and mortarmen in Chaerlie &and —
Comnenies .of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., the
group until recently “nvght against each
other for honors on tae gridiron, bask-
etball court end baseball fields cof
their respective hich schools back in
South Carolina,

Sergeant Leroy B. Leroach (Charleston,
S.Ca ), Specialists Robert Barrett
(Ailen, S.C.) and Eennie Boykin (Kinpsa
ard g
Harold Smith (both of Demmerk. .C.)
previously !mewv each other as onl; iames
and statistics on rival rostera and_
ices in o s:l.nlinaus. :

hefgo . po: haad: parts.ea
,atandovn oorslic thsy iéﬁr tim
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ST/\FR SERGEANT / ,
lee Kujawa ' Vi /’_ L
Cecil \ellman B oy

SERGE/AIT i
Uilliam Barnes t
Robert Bishop i
Howard Collier
Robert Gabreski
Francis Kelly
Robert Ramsey
Steve Sisler
Charles Walters

SPECIALIST 5
Sarkis  Bastermagian
arthur Brooks
William Fong
Thomas Holt
George Yearwood

HHC 196th INF BDE

ST/.FF SERGELIT
Jerry Burns
Robert Crawford

STGEANT
David Cottle
David Fletcher
Barlie Hughes N
Richard Klein : A
Dopald Marker
Pennis Willard

SPRCIALIST 5
idbert Benaivdz
David Bolt
Fhillip Goad
Clairde Heads
Ronald Harp
Harold Kingcade
Peter Lambert ' h
[.itchell iiichail I

" FIRST_LIBUTZNNT
Richard Garza
Henry Gurba
lndrew Tagliaferri

CHIBF W3R4T GFFICR 2

| ST..FF SERGRAT
Charles Brown

SERG BANT
Donald Atwell
Rube:t Bonner
Qoger Klink
Billy Morris
Roberto Palacios
lary Russell
Robert Schumacher

SPECIALIST 5
David Tcfier
George [Lensink
Richard Stilkler

CQRPORAL
Hugh #llen
Norman EBa ir
Danny Brown
Bugene Cheatham
Daniel Daugherty
Charles Bverett
John FElynn
Joe Gassett
Stanley Gore
Stuart Krause
Dennis Kremer
Thomas Lloyds
Tommie Lovett
Qichard Lozano
I,)onald IMacDonald
Bdmenio Madrid
Paul Marshall
Wirt bcle
Michzel Monaghan

SPBCLALIST 4
Ronald lowitzke
Donald Pleinis

. Larry Roberts

Herschel Roll
Thomas Rasinski
Jake Runyon

Paul Salmonson
Melvin Savoy
Bernard Sirokman
Douglas Strickland
Victor Taipale
Rojelio Vega

James Zawatski

3rd Bl,, 21st IR,

ST~FF SIGBMNT

" Jemes Shaha

: CIGRANT |
Ralph Bivbs’
' Jomes Christensen
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Jerry Cravn Thomas Anderson STAFR STReBANT
Thomas Crawley Denis Appleyard Roy Pmderh.'. B
Roger  Gray Paul ‘rmstrong LArry Dove
Bdward Medrano Ronald Barnmett Bddie Edw g
Gregory Robinson David Beck Stephen (. . or
{dferd Seamen - Robert Berry Roy Fednduoc
Stanley Smith Jerry Campbel. James He-
Clint Wilson arnold Childress Dennis X oe
Sarry Zeman Mark Crow Richard Keil
Thomas Cummings
SPECIALIST 5 Alber Derinches SRGEANT
William H1thaut Leo Bineker - s=+— " Clzrk Boyer
Fhillip Scott Randall Geackler Bernard Blou
) Bobby Heyward Douglas Chappell
j SEECILLIST 4 Nathan Holmes === " haron Chipnan
Roger Allen Lomnie Hopkins - Jimmie Glark
‘ Otis Baily " Vernon Hoyle 5 Jimmie Clifton
John Bandych Hansford Buff Robert Delong
Qobert Bodnar Byron Jackson Victor Dolirce
Bdwin Brooks James - Jackson Jessie T r1l
Harold Brown Willie Johnson George . tman
Robert Caldwell Thomas Koch Jack Batherly
| Willard Carpenter Larry Kyle = lielvin Fsh
| Billy Collins Homero Lopez Samuel Gains
B Jessie Crowder Harvey Maddox Lewis Garnes
Jay Curtis Thomas loffitt David Grider

Charles D:.ll Willjam Phillips
Thoma Terry Prasher
Charles Rawles
écey 2obinson
Jose Rodriguez
Jemes Ross
Chuck Rowan
Dennis Sopher
Billie Stokes
Larry Thompson

SPECILLIST 5
G:arles Beso].d

Jemes Senise i g
- David Vanoordt &
- George Willifora

Jacky Green
Lance Hilkens
Terry Jennings
Raymond Johason
Stephen Kratz
Charles Leidner
Jerry Lotz
@Willie Lyons
Jemes McVay
Clinton Morris
Johnny Morris
Eeith Myers
Richard Pfeister
larry Phillips
James Rebertson
Thonas Schrozman
George Suttong
‘Gary Waller

© William Walton
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Starting with this issue of The round-trip transportation to almost

Charger", we will be writing a monthly
column in which we will discuss reen-—
listment opportinities and provide in-
" formation that might he useful to you
in »lanning vour Army career,

Just because we plan to cover many
arzas of interest to you in this section
doesn!t mean thet we -are closing
our doors to personal visits and quest-
ions. Quite the contrary. Ve hope that
this column will stimulate additional
thinlsing and adcditional visits to our
office. e are in the S1 building,
Drop in to see us or call Baldy-17.

Thought that we would usge this first
column to discuss Vietnam. As we all
Imow, there is a job to be done here and
experienced men are needed. Howvever, a
tour in Vietnam also offers golden op—
portinities that will benefit you from
financial and career Standpoints,

For example, have you ever given any
thought as to how much additional money
you can make and save wihile in Vietnam?

First off, all pay and allowances for
enlisted men are tax-free, Just add
your withholding taxes to your talke-home
pay and you cain see how much additional
money you will have.

That's just a start. Add the extras,
Depending upon your rank, you will re-
ceive an additional 48 to 422.50 a month
foreign-duty pay. Thet's tax-free,
Hogtile-fire pay will add another $65 a
month to your naycheck, again tax-free,

What other benefits does the man in
Vietnam get?

Wiell, there is free postage and up to
seven days of RER for every 12 months
of service, For this RER, the Ammy
flies you, free of charge, to such
locations as Hong Kong, Bangkok, Singa-
pore, Australia and FHawaii, You may
also go on a three day R‘R within Viet-

. your one-year tour of duty is
| Vietnam, and if you decide to
| in the country for an additional
) you will be given 30 days
able leave, including free

any point in the free world that, you
select,

For the man vho does not want to ex=

tend his tour in Vietnam, there are
> opportunities.
Towerd the end of a Vietnam tour, any

enlisted person, regardless of pay gree
may reenlist for the CONUS Statio- = -
choice owntion, This assures & on: -yjcar
stabilized tour at the gtategide station
jou choose, It is normally open only <O
enlisted men in grades E~1 through % 5,
In Vietnam it is open to everyone re-
gardless of grade.

The Oversea Area-of-Choice option is
another reenlistment opportunity opeil to
enlisted men in Vietnam, It is &
able to men in grade E-6 or heic
out regard to nuymber of years
con:pleted,

A third option for which the Vietnam-
based enlisted man is eli iDL
dirill serceant reenlistment
offers a stabilized tour of ii-:
a stateside training center of ths nx
choice., Qualified NCO's and Specizlists
in grades [~/ through E-7 can rconlist
for this duty while in Vietnam or any
other unaccompenied short-tour area, &
big advantege of the drill sergeant pro-
grom is that a man can be promoted from
E-5 to E-6 without regard to time in
grade or service, Hligihility lists for
this fost promotion opportunity arc made
un “om those drill sergeants with four
mont. s of outstanding performance,

Ve havz odgitional informetion on th~
subject and we will be delighted to ¢+

+ith
rvice

.cuss it with you.

Lope this column has been helpful to
you, For complete details as to how you
can reenlist in Vietnam or to obtain
information about other options see your

carcer counselor today - Don't walt,
Call BRBaldy 17 or €9 now. Secure your
futvre, Stay Army.

411 questions concerning reenlistment
shiould ~be directed to the_caro_er
commselor. Call Baldy 17/€9 or « ov by
the Brigade S1.
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L7 ROSS-Elements of the 196tx Infantry
Brigede are ‘poised for a sweep through
2 mountainous triangle in the Central
Lowlends, & focus of intense fighting

since the opening days of the enemy
post-Tet of-er»sure, in an effort to
érive the 1iVe from a well-entrenched and

fortified stronghold.

Fighting unseasonable rains generated
by & squall ov.r the South China Sea and
harassing sniper fire, the 2nd En., 1st
Inf., was airlifted into the mountain
plateaw around Tien Phuoc, 10 miles
southwest of Tam ¥y to hecome the finel
miece in the move a'raglst the 3rd 1IVa
Dins:u.on.

Ty midafterncon of the second” day,
three infantry conpanies of 2/1 were in
position east of Tien Phuoc, supvorted
by two mortar platoons and a field bat-
talion command post.

Flcevhere in the Americal Division
i triancle elements of the 3rd Bn., 21st
Inf., and the 1st Bn., 46th’ Inf., sup-
ported by artillery from 3rd In., &2nd
Arty., were poised for a three-pronged
push through the enemy positions.

Intelligence reports placed three
battalicns of the 3rd FVA Division in

well-entrenched, fortified concrete
bunkers on mountein slopes throughout
Pl the area, Advance parties and aerial

LS
. PR

enade as a desth remedy for a
"Cherger® fron the 196th In-
2de recently, but the GI gave
a little of his own lethal

l"i ja‘he closing days of Operation
w ﬂpatrol o 0o/ G 2nd

/ 77
SS-The 1IVA doctor prescrlbed &“

rcconna:.ssance disclosed enemy rocket
and mortar positions in the mcontains
east and west of Tien Ti.ioc.

Teated fighting by the 3/21 lest week
in the plateaw northeast of the city re-
sulted in heavy casualties,

Tien Phuoc has been the target of one
of the most intense NVA attacks of the
1TVA/VC post-TAT offensive. In the open-
ing week of the offensive, IVA soldiers
overran a Popular Forces (PF) outpost
two miles north of the city and held it
for three days against air strikes and
PF counterattecls., Five US MNACV ad-
visors were wounded in the fighting to
retaze the outpost.

I'Vas soldiers marched into and control-
led one of the outlying Tien Phuoc ham-

for several days. At the same time
the CIDG camp 500 meters west of Tien
Phuoc came under heavy mortar fire, evd

the grass airfield st the edge of ¢
citr was controlled by NVi .50 ¢ _icsr
1ac:-'ne guns.

At LZ Professional, five miles south-
obst, soldiers of the 1st Ba., 52nd
Inf., suffered heavy casuvalties during

a week of intensive mortar barrages.
Flements of 3/21 during search and
clear vatrols earlier this week reported

finding 40 graves containing 15 VA
bodies.,
him, ne I'VA dlsapjecxrcd into the

tangle of brush and rocls.

Cautiously, ears cocked for the sligh-
test sownd, the Americal Division
soldicr inched forward through the brush
followed by the rest of the patrol. 4
faint blood trail glistened on the sandy
soil.

Suddenly there was a rustle in the
brush and a smoking Chicom grenade
bounced at the pointman's feet exploding
h i «..y @ meter away. Cha:pell was only
scratched by the faulty grenade, but his
quarry was not so fortunate as the 7
took him vnder fire again with his V'

A search of the body produced cocu-
memts shawing tha enemy soldior had been
an VA doc h overdue orders to re-
1 enother area, He
ys to long to help
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‘dates were listed on the

ELECT!ON

LZ WEST-The VC campaign was going in
high gear. The offices and the candi-
ballots and

_;Y_J\f

election day was approaching,

‘Then a company of NChargers" from the
196th Infantry Brigade stepped into the
act and proved that politics can be a
difficult road even for the most know-
ledzeable campaign manager,

‘While operating on a search and cleer
mission 32 miles northwest of Tam Ky,
Bravo Company of 4th Bn,, 31st Inf., was
moving over the crest of a Imoll when
they observed tio IVA disappearing into
sane heavy brush below them,

.The Americal Division infantrymen
opened fire and wounded both of "the
fleeing enemy. Then a sgsoldier and
tracker dog from the 48th Scout Dog
Platoon ' followed the trounded pair into
the thiclk jungle growth., Platoon Ser-
geant Joe Albert (I'ew Orleens) glanced
shead and detected a slight figure
crouching behind a bush talking a direct
aim on the unsuspecting dog handler.

“With & single sweeping motioa, Albert
spun arownd é&nd sent a deadly spray of
M-16 fire in the direction of the enemy
instantly killing him,

& search of the eneny revealed that he
was en VA officer vhose mission was to
coordinate an election for the lacal VC
onerating in the Eiep Duc area.

In his possession were VO ballots
listing the offices and the candideates,
a&ong with election vot:.n{, 1nstruct1:ms.

LxA

'WEST-The enemy sprang a couple of
\es on a ctmnany of ﬂChargers"
but

‘ 'a Kit Carson Scout
4h m., 3st Inf.,

) uvw isel cji'i”%;é:r

e Paga] -

,‘“,cgc RD LEADS TO
‘;‘(‘ \’\\\—:\\ \\HQAQD

LZ CENTRR~-Following - & long line of
detonatinz cord they had found in a
clearing, @& platoon of MChargers" from
the

196t".7 Infantry Erigade uncovered a

i

well ccncealed enemy W 2pons cf. 3 re-
cently, 12 miles west or Tem Ky.
& pletoon from Co, G, 3rd Bn., R1st

Inf., was conducting & search ond clear
mission vhen SGT Dave Olenick (Weirton,
W.Va.) observed an unusual looking
clearing in the midst of the triple can-
opy jungle 50 meters away.

Olenlc and PIC Joe Eiliff (Paso
Nobles, Calif, ) decided to search the
clecring. Tinding some detonating eord,
the tyo men folloved it to a 1ar{,e
boulder. cehind the boulder the two
Anerical Division infantrymen discovered
tie cache that featured 10 automatic
WeApOonSe

"en notified of the find 2LT Randall
Yain (San Jose, Celif,) moved his pla-
toon irto the area of the cache and set
up security while finishing a search ‘I
the area. The seerch flushed out to C
wvho were trving to escape the area,

The "CﬂPrfrers" engaced the enemy lill-
1n.; one and wounding the other, The 1C

we.pcns that were found included some of
Am-rican, Russian, French and British
origin,

Ln Auerican mortar tube, complete with
base nlate and two sights, along with a
U.S. caliber ,30 machine gun ard 2,000
rounds of assorted small arms 8L i 3itdlon

vere also found. ,/5_ ‘\\\

(27

guerrilla leader.

Shifting their attention to the re-
n-ining VC, the "Chargers" cautiously
approachet a hedgerov. Suddenly, SGT

Tim Petcrson _(Toledo, Chio) fired &
szlvo of bullets at the feet of SGT Jack
Straayer (Gr.nd Rapids, Mich.).

The startled Stra-yer looked down end
saw a dezd enemy soldier lying in a
spider hols right at his feet, Peterson
Byve o en the SIS rifle muzzle .inching
2 the ground just in time tQ save
ayer's life, Just then 2 :th:u'd v
? from the bushes attempting i

Hle vas brought dovn by & et
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LZ WEST-Flements of the 196th Infantry
Brigede uncovered a large bamboo en-
; closed prisoner of war camp where cap-

3 tured Vietnamese Popular Forces had been

| shackled in & mamner reminiscent of

; Puritanic New England,

‘ The prison was located in dense jungle
36 miles northwest of Tem Ky. Acting on
intelligence reports of a prison for
PF's captured by enemy forces, Alpha
Compeny of 4th Ba,, 31st Inf., moved in-

‘to the area end weceived a heavy volume
of ARK-/47 fire.

Five VC were detected evading toward
an adjacent ridgeline. Imperding dexl-
: revented the "Chargers™ from pur-
the fleeins eneny.
the next morning, the Americal
n unit moved into the suspected
ea and located. the spram_.lng POV camp,

.

| i

INRYZAY
A A

[, 2°55-One company of the 196th In-
fa.try drigede idisaft, sure whether - to
credit a recent VA ldlled in action ©o
one of its own infantrymen or to e
slain enemy himself.

Delta Compeny of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf,,
was completing an arduous foni-kilometer

march dowa the rugged side ol Hill 845,
25 miles northwest of Tam Iy, and were
pushing themselves in an atvempt to link
un with their sister Charlie Compeny by
early afternoon, The trail was rough,
the d"" hot and muggy end the Americal
Division outfit was pretty tired.

Just short of the Charlie “ompany
perimeter, noint man L Thome , foho
(1imaeapolis, -Ann,) noticed a figure
standing in the brush off tone truil,
mit first I thought 1t was a GI, and I

vas so tired I didn't notice the differ-
ence for a moment," soid Yoho, Then he
realiged the man was wearing an Vi uni-
form.

Toho and Vietn2mese interpreter SCT
Chu shouted for the man to come out frem

his position, but he turned and ran,
Shedting their packs, Yoho and Chu

crashed into the brush after him,

Sreal-ing out into a small clearing in
the junzle a moment later, Yoho thought
mzn had e¢scaped. Then he saw lim

- “ag, lying prone under a fallen trec,
1ne Qervennt waved his 1-16 in the NVA's
face and ordered him outs

Slowly the men stood up and tur~ . Go
face Ioho, Then he apparently p: -.c.ed
and grabbed for the pin of a grenade he
held in his hand. Yoho {fired, hitting
him in the chest, but in the ccho of his
shot he heard the grenade pin pop. The
sergeant jumped for cover, and the NV
crimpled  over on top of the grenade,
absorbing its full blast.

An examination a few short moments
later was unable to coafirm ju % which
had been the fatal blou, Yoho ,Jot or
the VA!o own grenade.

B
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WEDICAL FACILITIES CF-N

 units were self-help projects.
Civil Affairs Section

AT CUE

LZ ROSS-With an assist from the 156th
Infentry Brigade, the people of Que Son
refugee village are providing themselves
with some of the fecilities and services
which help to mate community life
attractive.

The 26,000-member community is pre-
sently enjoying the services of new
civilian and military dispensaries and
2 100-family refugee housing complex.

These projects for the village, which
is located:20 miles northwest of Tan Ky,
are the: direct result of combined ef-
forts or district leaders and "legion-
naires® of 2nd Bn,, 1st Inf,

The two dispensaries were recently de-
dicatec in ceremonies attended Ly locel
Vietnanese officials and representatives
of the battalion, Together the build-

-ings present & total of 26 beds for the

medical needs of the village, The hous-
ing vnit, which will provide temporary
shelter to refugee familes until they
c8n build new homes for themselves, was
a thriving commumnity with dozens of
shouting children playing among Ahe
buildings & week after it opened.

Soth the dispensa.ries and ihe housing
The 2/1
provided the
pacesse.ry building materiels, according
' to battalion §-5, 17T Mvard R. Suits

gg.latma ZBridge, Il. Y,), but the actual

j came from the people themselves,
v nf them refugees from VG-controlled

79 ApDLAUbE NVA PQY‘OP

{ aoﬁ'ﬁ%t

SON

" For the militery dispensary, the Civil
Asfairs Section of this Americel Divi-

sion it came up with hard-to-get lum~
b @, tin, paint and screens. PF medics
adced the muscle, sweat and skill to
complete their new 14-bed facility, It
is now being ménned by eight PF medics
and a Que Son District MACV medical ad-
viser,

To finance materials for the civilian
dispensary, discarded artillery ammuni-
tion boxes which in many cases would
have been t'rown away in the battalion
disposal pits were auctioned to the vil-
larars,

‘he colorful new green &and white
building on the Que Son m&in street is
an expansion of an older dispensory ' ad
replaces the dirt-floored shed prr S=
1y used &as an out-patient clinic., the
new wing provides a five-ed word,
clinic, office space end quartors for an
on-duty nurse. Total caphcity now is
ton beds, and another addition will be
built soon for additional spacs,

To insure that the quelity of medical
care in the village is in leering with
the new quarters, ten Vietnomese nurses
receive on the job training tw -~ & week
during MEDCAP's conduncted by T firk
Eilliapé (Pheasantville, N,J.) the bat-
talion surgeon.

e Son now enjoys vhat is probably
one of the best medical progrems for &
town . of 1ts size in all Vietn am, " said
Suitse

F N \\\\

to Vietnenese, theo noisy message urged
the company's cupporting FF/IF clements
to #desort, congregete and overthrow the
GI's."

411 the enemy PSYOP operators got “or
their efforts wes a hearty hors” ¢ gh
and a hail of recon fire.

The next . evening, a platoon of PI'
from Que Son remgee village reported
i ' aibly 8 PSYUP
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Lz th,DY-John McPRedden®s job as an
2erial observer is to detect enemy
ground activity, but the sharp crack of
250 caliber bullets rippang into the
fixed wing aircraft indicated the enemy
had reversed the process,

In the ensuing 30-hour period,
licPadden scrambled along in 2 night-
marish evasion that combined .the

elements of luck and ingenuity,

The 27-year-old first lieutenant from
Chicago, climbed into the _little
Bird Dog and was glad to see his pilot
was the same one that took him on his
first flight some 40 missions ago. It
was to be the pilots last flight, The
small plane arched into Antenna Valley
through Deo Le pass and headed south
down the twisting Song Thu Bon  River,
approximately 20 miles south of An loi,

The course of the beautiful stream

was _familiar to both lMcRdden and his._

pilote licRedden had followed the eneny
supply route on other reconnaissance
flights for the 196th Infantry Brigade
in the fmerical Division area of opera-
tione

Gliding along 100 feet 2bove the water
and using the river as a guide, the two
men had spotted nothing unusu2l, Sud-
denly the snap of 35-40 rounds from a
«50 caliber machine gun broke the
silences« IicRadden Lnew at 1least the
first burst had hit the plane,

When the Bird Dog began losing alti-
tude, licRedden figured the pilot had
peen hit and managed to radio a couple
lMay Day calls for help before the air-
craft crashed, The calls went unheard,

The plane crashed in the water 10-15
seconds after being hite The cabin por-
tion was submerged in the water along
with the wing that was near the sandy
bank of the streams

DOWNED CRSE P\/ - P
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got tossed around 2 bit, but just
got svratched 2 little," said iic Radden.
"' Fina le, I crawled out of the .Eizk:
rear window, I surfaced for air then
went uvnderneath the plane to check out
the conditicn of the pilot,”

Going under the parts

Z

211y exposed wing

i discoverad the pilot was
dead, "ihen I surfaced for air under-
neath the wing I heard two or >
enemy talking. - & couple of them ~ -ped
on to the wing from the bank, ayed

motionless as they walked above me and
then left about 10 minutes later," said
lic Fadden,

Bvidently feeling sure that all occup-
ants of the 'small craft were dead, the
enemy soldiers voices became weaker 2s
they walked away,

“Men I thought they were gone I
crawled out of the water and up on th2
bank," said the lieuic=ouite quickly
surveyed the area and spotted o--about
75 meters away on the bank of the river.
It wes approximately the sdme 2area we
had received the machine gun fire from."

McPRdden fired his 45 caliber pisuol
a2t them and raced off in the opposite
direcition . from “&¢hé senemy. The enemy
disappeared, "I figured they were going
to get some more people or report what
h2d happened,"

lic Rdden moved off to the east in the
high elephant grasse The surrounding
rice paddy area had a few small hootches
but the lieutenant never saw any people
in the vicinitye. . "“The people may have
scattered when they ss‘w the plane was
soing to crash," he sai

lioving slowly throuvh the eight foc:
high elephant grass, DMcRudden lool I at
his wetch and realized several ! u's of
daylight remained, Suddenly he lieard
them cominge from the sound of thelr
voices, Mciaddea estimated there Weme

(Continued on Page 15)
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_(Continyed from Pace .14) R
six to eight enemy coming towerds him in
two separate elenents.

"I figured they would come,™ said the
gerial observer., #They were taldng pot
shots through the high grass——-a kind of
recon by fire I guess, I just stayed
low until they gave up the seerch,™
" McFadden waited until later in the
aiternoon then moved bacl: further into
the thick elephant grass, "I couldn't
see too well, but in midafternoon I
heard and spotted several aircraft fly-
ing overhead-—I figured they were pro-
bably looking for me, but I didn!'t want
to give my position away,"

He steyed in the elephant grass the
rest of the night, plotting what he
would do at first daylight.
was gone and he knew that he had to tale
a position where he could be observed
from the air, X

Mhen the enemy gé&ve up in the after-
noon I figured they youldn't be baclk,"
explained McFadden, The area was excep-
tionally quiet at night and any movement
through the high grass ™would be easy to
detect. "

Mext morning the serial observer push-
' thmu@ the vegetation until he
au of elephant grass with a

p'l.ane would fly over, I'd
rock anqi start waving, " said
¢ “efternoon a bird
X _liau enent waving his
fivs t:ﬁ ten minutes

Iiis water'

"»that_ anm,‘ha

//‘ /\\/_ '_:

. GOT
CNE ON.
MY BACK

LZ WEST-A soldier from the 196th In-
fantry Brigade just berely cam out on
top recently in a fierce night i: e life
and death struggle with two NVA sappers
at this mountainous fire support base.

Sergrent Steve IMartin from Co. C, 4th
Bn,, 31st Inf,, was stationed on the
bunl:erline when LZ West came under
attack by an estimated ‘platoon : size
force of iVA,

The I'VA were attempting to infiltrate
the porimeter at various points with the
ultimate goal of destroying strategic
targets with satchel cherges and roclket
prooelled grenades.

Martin's bunker was hit by a Chiconm
grenade Vhich exploded, but did little
more than jolt the Americal Division
20 ..icrs inside, Rushing from his
position, Mertin procceded along the
darlt bunkerline to check on the otl r
memvers of his squad.

&4s he made  his way through the pitche
black nicht a figure jumped or top of
him, The yovng Californian ard & power=
ful ITVA soldier were locked in hand to
hand combat,

SP/ Lerry Tabor (Pulaslki, Va.) emerged
from a nearby bpnker at this time, ' "The
first thing I heard was SGT lertin yell-
ing, 'Tabor, I've got one on my back,'"
said Tabor, "When I got therc, SGT
Martin was struggling with thce A on
the ground., Another II/s hed come up be=-
hind Mertin and wvas stabbing him with a
knife in the neck and shoulder.

uI shot the guy vith the knife and
then Martin rolled off the other VA and
I shot him too," said Tabor,

The cnemy were apparently trying to
reach a battery of 155mm howitzers and
an ammunition storage point which were
located directly behind the sector of
tho perimeter defended by Martin's squad.
A total of eight IVA were Iilled during
the coursc of the action and one was
Oaptmd-

An AK-50 rifle, two RPG launchers vwith
mrerous rounds, satchel chargoes and
Chicom grenades were discovered.

Several blood trails werc found lead-
ing evay from the perimetar, indice*’ -

r of the enemy had .
me a‘eteﬁ{ to pencurate

"

ﬂed
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TIEN PHU&C/
BITTE? LiME m

SN

L7 ROSS-In intensive day-long fighting
which continued 1late into the night,
elements of the 196th nfantry Bricade

_ hanmered at heavily fortified I'VA posi-
tiens recently in the movntains 10 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

‘The battle saw repeated clashes be-
tween the Americal Division infantrymen
and troops of the 3rd I'VA Division en~
trenched in well-camouflaged, concrete
unzers. At one point, enemy elements
used flashing red strobe lights in an
unsuccessful attempt to confuse nipht
medevac helicopter extractionms,

The action was the latest phase of
fighting around the beleaguered village
of Tien Phuoc, scene of a see-saw strug-
gle since the opening wee': of the post-
Tet offensive wvhen IVA units overran
and controlled a Popular Forces (FF)
outpost and a.u outlying hamlet of the
villege.

K m.ements of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.,
and 1st Bn,, 52nd Inf., sav extensive
1ting in the area the previous week,

n fire controlled the village

indicated three bat-
e 3rd I'VA Div., in strongly
: :ln the mountains to
+ Aerial photo
enemy rocket and
ound the village, &nd

ng encmmtered_

all three

companies were in contact,
Gunshins and artillery missions pounded
eneny targets throughout the day.

With the objective of taking Hill 187
to establigh a new morter position and
field command post, Delta Comp2ny, under
he command of 1LT James R, Sanders
(#1/ada, Colo.) fought through fortified
UVa buniters to attein the summit in la'e
afterncon. Enemy troops showed t" r
displessure vith a steady barre of

mortar and recoiless rifle fire inio The

hilltop position,

Friendly casualities mounted as Alpha
and Charlie Companies found +hemselves
surroinded and unable to move, Five
helicopters took hits during medevac and
resvpply flights into the battle.

At noon, the command and control ship
of 2/1 battalion cormander, LTC Sinclair
L. Melner (Reno, Nev.) came ur ine
tense automatic weijoons fi: while
making an attempt to resupply ammunit-
ion to the surrounded companies. The
crew chief of the ship was wounded and
returned to the Tien Phuoc CIDG camp for
mecdical attention,

A second resupnly and MIDEVAC attempt
in the early afternoon was successful in
spite of continued automatic weapons
firc,

WHth night fall, a few moments of con-
fusion resulted vhen Delta Company, now
securely dug in atop Hill 187, turned on
a flashing red strobe light to guide in
a MEDEVAG chopner, Within a few hundred
meters of their position, two other
2: its besan winking in thz darlmess.

The KEDIVAC pi"ot quickly determined

 the correct light, however, and liftc’
the wounded soldier out without fur'
‘ Ar'b:ulery was fired ¢ . -

"
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LZ CENT.S.P-Whan the trail ended be-
cause of thick overhangsing .jungle growth
a platoon’ of "Chargers" from the 196th
Infantry Brigade low _gravled, themselves
into an enemy base camp end’ plenty of
action,’

The Zna’ platoon of Co, A, 3rd.Bd.;
. 21st Inf., was on @& search and cleer
operat'j,bn 11 mles northwes'b of Tam Ky,
The “previous ‘day * they had evacuated.
sovoral: detainees  from a hamlet. After

1n‘berrogatlon by the battalion intel-
ligence section, a Vietnamese woman gave

the location of an Lnlmown size enemy
fDrce. A
The Americal’ mﬂsion umt was now

petrolling - “the probeble location-—-the

same area they had made - enemy contact
* the day befere.~ -

Blue Gmst%‘g\!nshiﬁs from F -Troop, Sth
Cav., assisted them by rocketing 'the
location before ﬂ:e platoon moved 1nto
the vicinitye: i -

The "Charger® platoon "‘;hled dovm the
trail thet was’ flanked with. tfiple can~’

opy jungle vegetatldn, “Whcn they cotld

he men . began narch,ing i‘or a uay to
EB2SemGE: ¥ sudof RT
‘ ~element wﬂ::scevered a narroy
was: so, overgrown with- jungle -
1 that - the men had to low -
' ‘gravling 50 mcters, point .
m m-y Green  (Springfield, Va,)
g t was running water,
d & small distance Green
urce of the noise-—-a

camp, The camp .was
end was ring=

\ BASE CAlP

' fige,
Cbrotigit: b'acl. to tile rest.of the platoon. .-

no further because: of the heavy grov-
‘ “McNemera. ¢

anﬁ lookout)

A snort burst of 11—16 fire brought down
a V¢ vho was.attempting to escape,

_lhfle rcloading his weapon two more
VC, their 'weapons drawn, camo “ushing
tow'a_lrds ‘Green, Platoon : lead: | 1LT
Y Laurence Mcilamara (Feiifax, Va.) spotted

& thc enemy~-vheeled his 1-16 around . and

1:i110d ‘them before they' got ‘to Green,

-8This s nt them scrambling éverywherel : .
said Greon,. ' As they approached & tunnel'
a cow '»"Lc of infentrymen —heard a ' noise
above ~thc ‘enemy position, threw a fou
gronadeg on top and ldlled tiro-more VC.

‘A soparate clemont of the platoon, in
the meantime, was sent to follow the
course of the stream, Tley ran ~into
thrce VO trying to escape. Two of the
enemy were. killed by a solvo vof M=16 ~
"‘he remeainihg VC was captured and

--m{;gnant ilcamara.was  searching for
encily ‘positions when he found a larpge
‘ tunel ‘complex. "I was reaching doim

and” pulling out a VG when I saw ho ' d’
'a grenade with. the pin’ palled,® “C.id
‘“Mclfamara, "I - shoved him bdck id the

hole ‘£nd. ‘hollered 'grenade' " said  1LT

‘The Hlast of the grenade 4n ‘the tunncl
killed three more of the 'pnemr. After a,
“thorough *“scarch of the camp ;the lead
.element of the p},atoon bgg'zn i crewling
.bﬁﬂk down- tiie e p&l.h 'b'hat had led
“them to the base’camp,

" Suddenly, - thos™ “Sound of ql.‘.l:ck = rement
"in “the thic jungle in-front' ™ "the !
atoon wos stopbéd with a quick rocon-

. Hext:to the stream’ i’ﬂaissénce ‘by fire, Chocldng 'the area
~the

'“Charger" e"ement discoVE‘Nd a dead
medic.

htgqpi:s‘ found 1a - the deadr medzc's

= *‘sh ckot listed “the® ‘E u’fto wexé
"tly‘ﬂéﬁ% ‘ixrﬂm area by neme, i
cer iﬁ " uChargerts g1g° vséit, :

85135 c.ould be s “off the" .
< aBNE Jo8 SRR OER .
U atEe ‘"a'ﬂ { ) O




F TRCCP 17th CAV

BRONZE STAR
SGT John Berbardo
SGT Larry Sanders
SGT James Daly
SGT Joseph Schaffer
SP5 Lee Kujawa -

Al1Y COMEINDATICH MEDAL
SE5 James Green

SP4 Joseph lialdonado
SP4 &rnold Goffey

SP4 Rovert Snow

SP4 Totmmy Smith

SP4 Gerald Skipton

SP4 liichael Beohner

SP4 David ilackly

‘3cd BH., 82nd /2TY,

*.SILVER STAR
LTC Bdward Peloquin

BXCHNZZ STAR
ILT Dean Crosby
T hchard Garza
SSG Carl Berry
SP6 Alexander Katten
SP6 Bdward Saito
SP5 Bert Barton
SP5 William Shoch

A MEDAL
CFT Renneth Taylor
JLT John Oliver S
1:SG William Beamer
HS;_'-Joseph Thompson

ARIY CQiIiENDATICH MED..L -
7 e

SGT ,Ha: old heek

&Y ~CQ§%&!&¥£IW ILBDAL
SKC Joseph Jones
SSG Johnny ' Por

SGT Issac Chambers
SGT Larry Govine
SGT /lfred Smith
SP5 Frank Guerra
SP5 Frank Henson

is S &m A I y
:s ﬁll:uis de'rzaard

SP4 Charles Arrington
SP4 Floyd Beard

SP4 Paul Brown

SP4 Vernell Butler
SP4 Dwight Gaylor
SP4 Roy Cone

SP4 James Duncan
SP4 Ronald Green

SP4 Charles Lampasso
SP4 Jerome Nelson
SP4 fntonio Nunez
SP4 Edward Seiner
SP4 EBddie Snipcs
SP4 Kenneth Wham
PRC Davis Hall

PREC Louis Keleman

PURPLE HEART
CPT Foster Jenkins
MSG William Beamer
MSG Joseph Thompson
SGT Robert Semanisin
SGT Robert Uhite
SP5 Lawrence Kundinger
SP5 James Moss

SP4 James Chellin
SP4 Vincent Donini
SP4 Craig Green

PRC Melvin Armstrong
PRC Richard Thomas

3rd BN,, 2ist IUF

BRONZR SFLR
SKC Ernest Vert
SSG Ronald Rolker
SSG Ronald Frances
SSG Albert Shultz
SGT Robert Ashworth
SGT led Klaus
SGT John MNonemaker
SGT James Pierce
SGT Sandy Sykes
SP5 James 'Berry
SP5 Ignacio Bscandon
SP5 Bernard Lomax

ARY CQIIENDATICH (iDL

SGT Jay Dimond -
83'1‘ James Cozzolino
SGT Paul Gerson
SGT Waddell King
SGT Fred l-hnse..

SGT .Jack Snith

SB35 Paul tiouer

SPS Vhilian ltaut
§25 Tormy Hatncox
SP5 Terry Rreclar
SPS Jemes Vidizar
SP4 Michael Pradshaw
SP4 Jerry Jenniangs
SPt Gerald ¥onre

“SP4. Jerome Mianich
SP4 Tormy Wilson
SP4 Douglas liolcott

PWRPLR 1""-1{‘1'

SSG Paul Kena

GT Frank Multari
SGT Kenneth Taft
SP4 Jonny #4Ashley
SP4 John Bullman
SP4 Jerry Conover
SP4 Herman Crayton
SP4 Homer Hager
SP4 Frank Ivarra
SP4 lay lleace

SP4 &lbert Orr

PRC John Hill

P RC Shava Johnson
LI Leon King

PRC Robert licDoacld
PRC David Meers
PRC Bapnett Miller
PRC Robert Santiago
PRC Gary Scheider

“4th BY,, 31st Inf,

SP4 Paul 'Pannell

ARMY COMENDATION MEDAL
SGT Ronald lioran

SP4 John Vitek

PRC Michael Fogarile °*

"

PURPLE HBART
SGT Robert Garten
SP4 William Jackson
SP4 liike Qooney
SP4 'Thomas Saemner
SP4 Jemes Willions
SP4 John Woodson
SP4 Fred Cardaropoli
PRC Steve Wilson
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aid of damaging
artillery and thundering @&ir:strikes, a
MCharger" battelion of the 196th Infan-
try Brigaece lkdilled 234 enemy and captur-
ed 39 weapons in 21 days of heevy action
in the rugged mnountains surrounding the
beseiged Tien Phuoc CIDG Camp,

DRepeatedly &assaulting well fortified
liVA positions in the wake of intensive
weapons fire, all four rifle companies
of 3rd Bn,, 21st Inf., cleared out a
lerge enemy stronghold ares, 10 to 14
miles southvest of Tem Iy,
~ The infantry battalion was supportec
by the quick reacting artillery units
from  3rd Bn., 82nd Arty of the 196th
Irigade and 1st En,, 14th Arty,, worldng
for the 198th Brigade.

WFlyinz Red Horsemen® of 3/82 had
Brzvo Battery located atop LZ East
directly north of the Tien Phuoc con-
| trolled fire zone (CFZ)and Delta Battery
' positioned on LZ Young to the northeast,
| ~ Charlie BPattery of 1/14 completed the

semicircle of artillery protection from
LZ Professional, far to the southeast,
In 21 days these three artillery units
asted the enemy with 29,286 rounds of
oding projectiles and accounted for
A ,stmctme destroyed, 63 secondery
axplpaiw and 96 enemy Ikilled,

£ 1 ‘ lell Born" A-/ Jets from
MAG—12) and Phantaon

 MAG-13 (Love Bugs)
o ;pha jeta e:mended

b

gppﬂ their heavy

~ units because of
bunkers and the

_ machinepuns

;e’atam&y close to

Fage 19

1L e gt
L5 A

K 5& b

et V- y

W*JPH&DC

avjd an outlying ]
village.

Every day the CIDG camp was sibjected
to roclzet and mortar attacks and WVA

controlled the air strip at
times,

1Gimlets™ of 3/21 were celled into the
area in an attempt to relieve the in-
tenoe eneny pressure and assumed the
mission of clearing the outlying infest-
ed VA terrain,

"our pert in the operation congisted
o o phases,! said MAJ Robert Dougl as
(Z paso, Te“as), the battalion operat
ions officer, "The first part lac.* 1
one wesr when - 3/21 made severs 1=
tects with elements of the 7th an. &sh
battzlions from the 31st 1VA Regiment
which were operating in platoon and com-
peny size elements.

"Phase two was characterized by scat-
tered resistance ss small groups of NVa
tried to escaps the area,"

The first day of the operation, two
companies of 3/21 came into heavy con-
tact., Delta, commended by CPT ‘tephen
Sendobry (Wallingford, 'omn.), up a
day patrol base on & smell hill 6,000
meters directly northeast of the CIDG
camp air strip.

Suddenlv, the Americal Division unit
begen receiving mortar rdéunds from two
different directions., Along with ex-
ploding incoming rounds, Delta's posit-
ion was peppered by a substantial amount
of sniper fire from a thickly vegetatad

knoll to their front,

Delta had two men seriously wounded
and 196th Brigade Commander, CCL
Frederick J. Troesen, (Lurlington, N.J.)
hed his command and control helicopter
1snd for an immediate dustoff.

X -’16 the two men were lifted into the
enemy qorters pounded all a-
hip, Brigade Gﬂi. Walter L

m %ﬁew, was knoc’

:@h m i
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of an impacting round.

The extraction of the wounded was com-
pleted so quickly that CSM Jones never
got back on the helicopter and spent the
rest of the night assisting the beseiged
company,

| CCL Kroesen received shrapnel wounds
‘_ in his right thizh from one of the ex—

ploding rounds, vhile the ship was get- .

ting ready to leave tle ground.
© SP4 Alfred Seamen (Younastowm, Chio)
had grabbed en M-6C machinegun and reced
B behind a large boulder to return a heavy
e valh‘me of fire at the well concealed VA
~ foree.
For several hou.rs--—-dx_ring the course
many emergency dustoff operations,
0 ntinued blazing avay vith his
' The young specialist took
* the unit after the platoon
: atoon leader were wounded
fir t,

nd air st pcunded awey re-
"@@. c@n  to soften up the

L da ﬁhe late
} a'!syik:sa

thanng their
operat-

af ‘Ehsuma that brouszht a hs._l of bul-

Hey 6, 1965

2¢,23¢ RO

"Zverybod; lmew our situation was des—
perate, bhut we also lknew the enemy was
getting . the hell _beat out.of them by
artillery end air strikes,"

Delta continued getting mortared dur-
ing four days of tedious patrolling., A
reconnaiscance platoon added strength to
their depleted forces.

More than 3,000 meters to the south-
west of Delta's location, Eravo led by
CPT Arthur Ballin (San  Bernadino,
Co7°7,), encountered heevy contact with
a lerge wilmown size NVA wnit thet last-
ed five mys.

Patrolling the base area of Hill ° |,
Eravo began finding enenmy -packs e
trail leading into & hootch area, A4s
they anproached the small housing
structures, the point element spotted
two VA running into holes on the side
of the hill, ”

The 7VA begen heaving Chicom grenades

at the 3/21 couiany and were promptly
silenced by return 1i-16 fire and 1-20
rrenades.,

Svddenly, a vicious crossfi.: from
AX-/7 rifles ripoed ec—oss the - many,
Innedietely, BEravo took cover, Three
men, wounded during the amtush, were

pullec to safety,

NGimlet™ Commander, LTC John Branden-
burg (Portales, I,M.) was flying in his
fcharlie-charlie® and was notified by
mdin of* the injured men, :

#is pilot guided the ship in a sweep

, but Cna
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in a:lr strikes, artillery and Elue Ghost
gunships from F Trp., &th Cav,

That night, Bravo leagered on the
¥noll, The enemy remained silent

throughout the derlmess. The next morn-
ing Bravo moved to the top of Hill 2&9
and surprisingly encountered no resis-
tance, :

Cn this same morning, Alpha Campany
led by CPT Thomas Ruffinz, (Pittshturgh)
begen en eight day sweep into the area
where ZIrevo had just departed. It ap-
peared the heaviest concentration of NVA
were loceted in this vicinity.

They encowntered occasional pockets of

resistance on the patrol, Decause of
scattered . eneny weapons, packs eand

equipnent that Alpha found on the sweep
~from the base of Hill 269, there was a
stron; nossibility the enemy was re-

in& from the quickly pursuing

company,
'l;.;p geventh day of Alpha's sweep,
us blood trﬂd.ls were founc leading
Scuff marks
indicated bodias haed pro-

r,",_& hemdémgged avay;
d CP' Eufﬁng, "and in a two-

soldiers had been 'cil-
air strikes end small

an unpopulated -lowland '

~ =

OF BOMBS
ions on & patrol up Hill 269,

When they recelved heavy small arms
fire from a large :IVA force, Bravo null-
ed brck and called for artillery, mort-
ers snd c¢ir strikes.

After the smoke cleared from the . air
striles, the last of the enemy resist-
ance wes lnocked out by small ams., =~
total of 14 JVA were killed. A further
searca of the area uncovared two 1-79's,
tvo AK-47's, two AK-44's, one SiS as-
sevlt rifle and a large number of RPG
rounds ané small arms ammo,

Well duz in positions vere designed to

hold off an attacking force from any
ciccoction, " found it very.hard to be-

lieve that sevzril of the bunkers we'e

reinforced with concrete," sald “ :
Ballin, -
Cherlie Company led by CPT i...liem

Donsbach (Medison, 7.Y.) found a com-
pany size enemy bunker comple::,

Tae discovery cs.me after the ianfantry
unit had come into heavy contact on the
fourth day of t-le Tien Phuoec opsreation,:
The VA were shooting from several pOSi-Q
tions on the crest of a hill.

0ur smell arms fire didn't seem to
have too much of a nentralizin- effect
on the concrete struct:vos, so zalled
for the 'hig boys!," s:id CPT Doasbach.

The "big boys™ meant the Mari:e Jets
and they had a devastating effect;
on the enemy, llen' the strikes were
completed, Cherlie encountered no nore
ras:stmce as ther climbed to the top of

e hill,

There t‘:ev found bunkers with firing
perts; on three sides. Thick vegetaticn
pro ded well emcealed positions for

E
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- SOMETHING from TUOTHING

LZ ROSS-Turning the refuse of a trash
dvmp into a veritable pgold mine would
seem to be a tale from the pages of a
child's book.

An industrious Vietnamese wvillage of
26,000 refugbez and an element of the
196th Infantry Brigzade, hovever, are
proving it cen be done,

With their own brand of Yankee inge-
nuity and the help of "Legionnaires® of.
2nd Bn., 1st Inf., the people of Que Son
refugee village, located 20 miles north-
wes: of Tem Ky, are dindeed producing
something from nothing. The something
ig 30,000 piasters a month for the vil-
lage!s refugre aid fund. The nothing is
the trash generated by this Americal
Division fire support base,

he battalion refuse, including a
considerable number of broken wooden
crtillery emmunition boxes, other scrap
lumber and various items of potential
use to the refugees, was previously dis-
posed of at the FSBE dump or carried off
by a few villagers with specific permis-
sion, But, Que Son District Chief CPT
Nguyen Cong Chinh saw in the dump an op-
portunity to benefit both the people of
‘his”village and the Americen base. He
cot the go-ehead for his project from
Battelion Commander, LTC Sinclair L,
lielner (Reno, Nev.).

Trash piclup on LZ Ross was-pot-up-for™

contracted bids to Que Son civilians,
Terms of the contract valled for a daily
traesh collection along the Ross bunker-
line, supervised by US personnel, and
auctioning of the collected refuse in
oue Son, l'oney pald by the contractor
for the pickup privilege would go into

VC SCAVENGE

J_

Lz ROSS-7ith their supply 1lines ser-
ionsly severed by bombing, illness, and
desertion, the VC and liVA are policing
up after Amcrical Division fileld com-
panies in an effort to implement their
own depleted supplies,

An element of the 196th Infantry
Brigade was recently impressed with the
persisterce of a VO scrounging team,

Delta Com:any of 2nd Bn,, 1st Inf., had
, d its way up the thiclkly vegetated
> ;g‘j;oga‘. of a mountain in Antenna
, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

‘was no trail end the hard trek

tireso At tho end of

hed a night laager

RS SCATTERED

. refugee 2id fund,

The new system proved setisfactory to
everyone concerned, In one stroke, the
wattelion solved its trash disposal pro-

blems, the villagers g&'ned & nc source
of building meterials, several ..fugees
found employment as collectors on the
trash truck end a fast-growing fund for
refug 2id was established. The win-

ning bid was 30,000 piasters a month.

A mecting at Que Son District Head-
guarters attended by CPT Chinh, village
elders, representatives of 2/1 and MACU

advisers resultéd'in the formation of
the "Helping Refugee People Committee,"
charged with supervision of the new

30,000 piaster fund,

Lt the initial mecting, the committoc

set up @ table of compensatory benefit
payments to refugee war victims, In the
vods of the committee PF secretary,

amount of money for eid to the re-

fug people is 1,000 piasters in the
event of a femily death, 500 piast °s
for & wounded person, 1,000 pi rs
for a totally burned house anu 500

piasters
gquerters.!
In addition to t:ese compensédtory pay-
comnittee will from time to
> designate other projects to utilize
almost $3C0 a month generated by the
- at LZ Ross. A recent check shoved

for a partially burned living

ts, tae

there was almost $1,200 in the fund
treasury for refugee aid 7 grams.
nThat's rcally making somethin_ out of
nothing,® sgid MAJ Terry E, Rowe

{Quincy, Calif.) the
jons officer,

battalion operat-

(@ N

Y ol

L
Moving with the first light of dawn
the next morning, the company had not

moved five minutes from'their night' per-
imeter when they looked back end saw &
5 oL of VC policing up after thems
There was nothing left behind for them
to talre, but as one infantryman commen -

ed, MYou sure have to give them ¢ ° &
for trying.®
"T don!'t Imow how they zot there,™

ssid SP4 Paul llolfson (Brogklyn, N.T,)
"ot they sure made it snappy,"

4 squad of the "Legionnaire" conmpeny
slipped back along the trail and broke
un the enemy scavenger hunt with a. few
will placed M=79 roundss
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LZ R0SS-The early Vietnamese morning
was already bright and oppressive With
heat as a NMEDBVAC chopper set down at .a
196th Infantry Brigade fire support
base and dispatched a small, brown
figure sporting a white plaster leg cast
and a pair of crutches. Pourteen~year-
old Vo Duong, or '"Muggsy" as his buddies
of the 2nd Bn,, ist Inf,, call him, was
home for Tet,

The Infantry takes
luggsy can tell you,
youngster was back again. after three
months at the 95th Bvacuation Hoapital
at Da Mang where US Army doctors per-
forq:ed 2 series of operations on a
twisted lege. liuggsy's buddies from 2/1
snonsored the effort which will soon en-
able him to walk normally again,

A representative of the battalion
picked him up for the short ride back to
Que Son refugee willage, 20 miles north-
west of Tam Ky in the /merical Division
area of operation. IHuggsy was visibly
2s eager to get back to his village as
any GI is to return home,

lluggsy joined the. third platoon of
Brava Company last September =&after he
led them to Viet Cong booby traps during
their road sweeps along Provincial High~
way 535 outside Ross, His mother lived
in nearby
been killed by the VC,

""You might say he sort of adopted us,"
sajid ILT  &lvin U,
Ore,) third platoon leader at the time
liuggsy came into the unit,

He was 2an eager kid, skinny and awke
ward hobbling about on the toes of a
crippled right foot. He warmed quickly
to the attention of the “Legionaires,"
and followed the platoon in its movew
ments up and down the road, humping his
own pack, sleeping in night laapers and
eating C-rations given him by his new
guardians, s

Bravo Company in turn put him to work
as an honora.'ty Kit Carson Scout, Mugesy
went along on patrols, ‘helped question
Vietnemese and made himself a welcomed
addition to the platoon by fetching
water (
footweary infantrymen,

care of its own,
The Vietnamese

“Bven with that game foot, he tould

keep up with & patrol in the roughest
terrain," said ILT Helson,

e

L1

Que Son, and'his-father -had’

lielson (Portland, |,

and administering massages ta .

. "He used to
"‘&tﬁtgm ‘than any GI would
N sils e Ly ~

" didn*t know much about hi.s.v

family," said ' SP4  Joseph Carilisi
(Whitestone, M.Y.,) 2 rifleman with
Bravo, "but after 2 while, yom .dould
figure he had 2t least 30 uncles right

there in the third platoon,

luggsy proved his worth tc the platoon
in other ways, displaying a cool he2d
under fire, On the morning of September
19¢th, SGT Chester Black (Bakersfield,
Ualifge) was dozing in his poncho lea2n-tpo
when the platoon was hit by an. MNVa
probe, Black woke to the crack of AK-17
rounds overhead and scrambled for 2 i
hole, ¥hen he looked up, Muggsy *is in
the hole beside him offering Black the
pot and rifle he had forgottene

The third platoon absorbed the brunt
of the attack, stopping it short of
their perimeter, In the wake of the
withdrawing MV, they;found the body of
one slain enemy and an /4K-47 assault
weapon,

Bravo was back on bunkerline 2~ Ross 2
week later when Battalion Comma: :r, LIC
2ebert "Buck' ilelson heard of the com-
pany's Vietnamese mascot 2and decided to
do ‘something about him, In recognition
of Huzgsy®s courage and support of the
GI's, LIC llelson wrapped the boy in one
of his owm shirts with the oak leaf in-
signia and sent him off to Da llang to
have his foot cared for,

PSG illiam Jack (Blizabethtown, Kye)
accompanied him to the 95th Bvac and re-
turned neriodically to visit and report
his progresss In the hospital, Muggsy
was having the time of his life, "The
guys in the ward loved him," said Jack,
“But he was just 2 little put out when
t . loctors took away his cigarettes."

Home &gain now, kuggsy has time to
rest up from his adventures before rc-
turning to Dallang din liid-diarch wher © ¢
cast will be cutoff and he will rc¢ Zan
the use of his crippled foot.

A few days after returning home,
Mugzzsy was back to the FSB. In 2 small
ceremony at the 2/1 BTOC, LTC Sinclair
L. lielner (2eno, Nev,) the present bat-
talion commander, presented the boy with
the traditional Tet gift of new money in
a brightly printed red envelopes In
this case, 3,000 piasters contributed by
the battalion, The twe exchang. —smact
salutess

Then, grinning broadly, Muggsy took
off ‘at a fast lope on his crutches to-
ward the Sunkerline and 2 reunion with
his old buddies of the thdird platoone
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SELF-TRWENT LNEs

LZ ROSS-The Vietnamese sergeant just
couldn't figure it out, He had asked
for an interpreter to help deploy his
Popular Forces (¥F) platoon about the
mountaintop Observation Post (OP), but
the tall soldier approaching him now was
obviously just another American Gl.

The soldier walked over to the milling
PF's, flashed a friendly smile and began
talking. A giggle of delight ran
through the crowd of Vietnamese and 30
smiles flashed back, This GI was speak-
ing their language.

Interpreter SP5 James Riley (Baltimore
Md.) of the 7th PSYOF Battalion was on
OF Cobra Base, 20 miles northwest of Tam
Ky, with a PSYCP loudspeaker team com-—
posed of one other American and three
Vietnamese to begin a series of dawn-to-
dark broadcasts from the three OP's in
the areas, 2

Watching double takes on Vietnamese
faces when he speaks to them in their
own language is nothing new to Riley,
When he talks to Vietnamese on the tele-
phone, he has a hard time convincing
them that he is not Vietnamese himself,
Vietnamese interpreters Wworking With
iley say he speaks the language very
well and with a Saigon accent at that,

The surprising thing is that Riley
has had practically no formal training
in his adopted language. He is almost
comnletely self-taught. :

Before being assigned last January as
an assistant interpreter with a PSYOrS
team attached to the I96th Infantry
Brigade, Riley spent 18 months as a
supply clerk with USAICCV (US 4rmy In-
ventory Control Center-Vietnam) in
Saigon, During that time he had plenty
of exposure to the language from Viet-
namese clerks and labcrers working
around him.

“When I first. came in country," said
liley, "I nagd to listen to the Viet-
nuggg,' ¥ -among themselves and

4; any sense could possibly be
‘what they were saying so fast,
like to leu'n te speak
'tieau.bvet -fo:: the
himself with a lot of
in the evenings,
evening eightdweek

.

. Ve d PP TN X h Iy
Il i io E32

Vietnamese study class at the local USO.
Of the 12 GI's who started the course,
only Riley finished, After that, it was
all personal application studying and
taking advantage of every opportunity
to use and improve what he had already
T '.".'\ed.

"All it takes is @ little determina-
tion," he said,

Jim, or "Chim"--~it means “birc as
his Vietnamese friends call him, :.guces
it took him about six months to reach an
acceptable level of expression and an-
other ‘three to read and write the lan-
guage, He still prefers the spoken
tongue,

«fter eight months in country, the
lanky specialist took up @ part-time job
teaching Bnglish to Vietnamese children
a2t the Men Thanh Gia Crphanage outside
Saigon, a task which m-ay lang e stu-
dents with mucii more formal training and
experience would have shied away from.
It proved to be 2 mutually educational
exnperience for both the children 2and
their teacher,

Despite 2 year-and-a~half of study’ his
co-workers' high evaluation of his a-
bility, Riley admits that he still has a
lot to learn, “ihen Vietnamese speak to
ne," he said, "I understand pretty well.
But when they speak among themselves, it
becomes more difficult, I have to eaves-
drop very closely,"

For: the American speaker, the Viet-
na2mese tones are most difficult, iley's
o problem with the language is
didlect, He speaks mostly the Saigon
variant and has a good acquaintance wi* '
the northern, He is quickly makir )
for a lack of contact with the ceniral
dialect throurh his work with this Amer-
ical Division unit,

Whatever the difficulty though, the
Vietnamese reaction is always one of
pleased surprise to find someone in-
terested enourh to learn their language
so well,

Riley derives great satisfaction from
working with one of the three loud=neak-
er and two movie PSYLT !22ms, s an
interpreter, I feel I‘n doing morg for
the cause than before, although every
job is important, I think this will
contributc more to endinz the war,"



_May 6, 1960 e

CHARGCER

T Wi

LZ WBST-Hundreds of refugeés are re-
turning to the valley site of their
former homes in one of the largest and

most significant
ever conducted in
Zone, -

After an absence of nearly four years,
the FHiep Duc District Govermment is
again located on home soil, In 1965
government officials of Vietnam (GVN)
were forced to evacuate the area in the
wake of devastating terrorist attacks by
VC/NVA forcese ; i

Gradually most of the districts 7,000
inhabitants were safely relocated in re-
fuzee centers at Tam Ky znd MNui Loc Son.
The district govermment was forced to
flee to Tam Ky as well, Now, through
the combined efforts of the 196th Infan-
try Brigsde and liilitary Assistance
Command Vietnam (MACV), the Hiep “Duc
Govermment has returned to its rightful
home, some 35 miles northwest of Tam Ky

"The restoration of the district
headquarters and the re-~establishment of
G/ influence in Hiep Duc in the middile
of 2 highly publicized enemy offensive
campaign is an emphatic demonstration of
growing confidence among Vietnamese of-
ficials and among the people 'resettling
the area," said COL Prederick Jy Kroesen
Jr., (Burlington, N,J.) 196th Brigade
Commandere i

“The new settlers and officials have
been welevomed gfatefully by the popu-
lous, those Vietnamese villagers who
have eked out a bare subsistance under.
Viet Cong herassment for the past few
years," he said, “Hundreds have already
joined in to help in the construction
efforts and have asked to be allowed to
live in the new hamlets as they 2re de-
veloped." pow .

Serving as the district chief dis 1T
Weq Duc Vinh (ARVN), Vinh assumed
comand of LZ Raren from LTC Robert B,
] 0, commanding officer of 4th Bn,,
f, LZ Xaren has been the base of
elements of 4/31 that
the Hiep Duc area in

pacification efforts
the I Corps Tactical

R @ WP
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gl
Duc in the coming Tionths,

A five-man Mobile Advisory Team pro-
vided by 1iACV will provide assistance to
Vinh din his effort to re-establish GVH
control in the district, The :advisory
unit is headed by CFT Stanley W, Brown,
senior advisor for the Hiep Duc nroject,

The I114CV element will wor! closely
with a liason team from 4/31 waich is
headed by SGT Kenneth Herrmenn (Buffalo)
of the 4/31 Civil Affairs Section, The
liaison team has the responsibility of
coordinating the joint efforts of the
196th Inf, Bdes, MACV and the Govern-
ment of Vietnam,

Licutenant Vinh disclosed that the
first phase of the nroject calls for the
construction of 2 district headquarters
in the vicinity of Don An village., This
headquarters will handle the administra-
tive business of the Hiep Duc District.

A refugee center will be established
near the village of liy Luu to 2aid re-
~ning Vietnamesee. Cther _projects

anticipated in the in
clude road construction,

small hospitaly

comring months
2 school 2and

hiready, twenty-seven GVN of . .2ls
from the villages and hamlets of the

district 2re a2t LZ Karen to assist with
the proposed projects. Officials of
MACV estimate that it will require some
eight to 10 months to achieve the desir-
ed results,

A large psychological program has been
employed in the 2rea according to CPT

Winston Gouzoules (Ashland, 1'2ss,) of
the Brigade Civil Affairs Sect’' = . i
“Wo have bzen remiraing the ‘ople of

the Hiep Duc Valley of the past and the
peaceful existence they had before the
enemy came into the area,"
- vosters showing pictures of @ rich
market place are being wused with the
‘question asked "Do you remember the old
Hiep Duc larket?---ilhen were you able to
get there last?"”  Placid and tranquil
farm scenes are shown with the words
“"THe GVI{ will bring peace and prosperity
to new residents of Hiep Duc."

rerhaps the most significant result
has been the large number of VC in the
ares who have become ralliers, »
" As. one of them told a Givil nffairs
i :ctpreter, "we want to feast agdin
too."
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LZ R0SS-One small naked Vietnamese
child stood 2mid the smouldering ashes
and rubble, Tears were streaming dcun
his face, but not 2 sound emanated from
his thin, chapped 1ipse
_ lready ih his short life he had seen
other times of death and destruction,
~ The pre-dawn VC terrorist attack had

left 2 scene of tragic pathos before
hime

On 2 side street of Que Son. refugce
‘village, 20 miles northwest of Tem iiv;,

stooped elders and half-clad children
mourned in unbelieving - silence over inhe
bodies of family and friends or ambied
aimlessly through the remains of gutted
homes. 4n old man salvaged a broken pot
and a piece of roofing tin from the
_smouldering debris., His wife scoof)ed up
2 pile of rice from the corner K of two
charred walls, Cver everything, silence
hung as heavily as the smell of smoke
and burned fleshe.

At the crowded willage dispensary
nearby, Vietnamese 2nd US medical per-
sonnel worked feverishly over the wound-
ed while a2t 2 temporary morgue in one of
the schools, mourners ma2intained a final
vigil over the dead and carpenters pre-
pared the traditional red and vyellow
coffinse Joss sticks and candles burned
a fragrent, flickering memorial, His
emotions hidden behind 2 mask of mute

ptance, 2 Regional Forces (RF) ser-
Fe‘ant knelt and sifted a mound of fine
sand to cushion the tiny coffin of his
ec-month~old danghter,
Mﬂ" vi.;,n.ge soccer field, US Army
; ters set down to rush

w N2 ’/&\\Uf\ﬁ *’ U?)
TERROIST Al TACY

Dallang Cradling the naked body of a
young f'n:l in his arms and administering
mcuih to mouth resuscitation as he ra,

2 Vietnemese medic broke through the
circle of onlookers and raced towasd 2
wziting choppera As the mnedevwac ship
lifted off, he .could still, K be scen
through the doorway bobbing up and dovm
on hands 2nd knees forcing hi~ breath
into the lungs of the .ying ct

Back in the villopa, Civil Affairs
perscnnel from 2nd Bn., Ist & of the
1561l infoatry Brisade at nearpy L% Ross
diztzibricd/clothing 2nd 2lrds 2.000
pvands of rice to  victims of the raid,
The village's refugee 2aid fund, set up
throuch cooperative efforts of Que Son
eidecs and 2/1, was fovad to contain
$1.200 for relief proljectss

In the two refugee camps hardest hit,
blanched faces were opaque with sorrow
and disbelief, but there was no despera-
tion, no surrender, The .job of picking
up the pieces had already beguna

Durirg the pre-dawn hours recently,
- Vietnamese cormmmnity of  26:700
people, ¥as hit in a lightnidg VC tor=
rorist raid, In the violence which f
lowed, 34 villagers lost their ° Se
55 civilians and three QF defender. were
wounded and 86 homes burned, to the
ground, '

Most of the victims, many of them
wonen and children, suffocated in the
narrow confines of undexground bunkers
as terrorists systematically put two
blocks of thatched-roof houses to the
torch, Others were tr2ppad in the
flinsy, burning structures, The survi-
vors, already ref\geed suce. fron.  C—con-
trolled regions, were left homeless,

(Continued on Page 29)
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(Continved from Page 28)

As the price of their terror, the est-
imated enemy platoon left 17 VC dead and
two AR-47°8 2s they attémpted to overrum
2 hilltop RF fortification north of vae
village, .The attack was possibly plan-
ned as 2 diversion while the refugee
homes were being hit, Papers on two of
the bodies indicated the raid was car-
ried out by an element of the V-11 Com-
pany, 105th Main Force VC Regiment ac-
cording to Que Son District National
Rolice,

Quick action of men 2t a 2/1 Cbserva
tion Post called Cobra Base was credited
with 2verting still another major attack
against Phu Tho village, five miles east
of Que 3Son on Provincial Highway 3535,

During the early hours after midnight,
Cobra radar spotted significant movement
2long the ridgeline above the small
Settlement and called in a barrage of

artillery and illwmination rounds, In-
telligence later confirmed tha2t the 2ct-
ion proably averted 2 major attack,

“Que Son was hit because the village
has been 2n obvious successy" said 2/1
Battalion Commander, LTC  Sinclair 1,
Melner = (Reno, Neva). "“Only when a
pacification program of this type begins
to show positive results does it become
a primary target for VC reprisals,”

In the evaluztion of Battali&n S2,
CPT Robert lletter (Ringston, N,Y,), the
JC apparently hoped to break the wil.u
of the people and drive them bagk into
the valley where they could be forced to
support the VC. "Judging by the way the

_are already cle2ning up and
s back together though,"
- only strengthenead
stick it out right

. ly re-established
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LZ WBST-Net many GI's can say they
came to Vietnam and ended up serving in
Siberia, but that is exactly what's hap-
pening to a campany of "Chargers" from
the 196th Infantry Brigade,

Siberia is a strategically important
new fire support base currently being
constructed by Cos D, 4th Bn., 31st Inf,
Tic "Polar Bear'!' Company is being as-
sisted in the project by an element of
the 26th Engr, Bn,, on Hill 165, loctt-
ed 38 miles northwest of Tam Ky,

The primary function of L2 U ._ecia
will be to provide security for the new-
Hicp Duc District
Govermment, Hundreds of refugeés are
returning to the Hiep Duc DPistrict after
four years absence. They were forced. to
evacuate the area in 1965 because of de-
vastating terrorist attacks by  VC/NVA
forces,

Through the combined efforts of 4/31,
the Military Assistancc Commanc ietnam
MACY) and the Government of Vietnam
(GV11), the Hiep Duc Government is backs,

"In order to provide adequate security
durinz this fFe-establishment, IZ Siberia
is being constructed on highground over
looking the entire area," said _LIC
Robert B, Longino, 4/31 commandera

"In addition, the unit  occupying
Siberia provides US Forces the * opport-
unity to conduct daily joint operations
with 2F and PF forces from Hiep Duc Dis-
trict," commented Longino.

The landing 2one will have one infant-
ry company from 4/31 and 2n artillery
battery from 3rd Bn,, 82nd Arty.

The name Siberia was chosen by Longino
because of its gre2t significance in the
early history of the "Polzr Bears,”" on
August 21, 1918, the 31st Infantry e -
ment 12 nded in Vladivostok in sout’ t-
ern Russia to defend the Trans-Siberian
Railroad against attack from the various
military factions that were comneting
for power in Russia at that time,

The 33ist Infantry distinguished itself
during the Siberian Campaign and in
April of 1920, the /merican Expedition-
ary Forces were withdrawn, For its ser-
vice in Siberia the 31st Infantry Regi-
ment was nomed the "Folar Bear" Regi-
ment, Yithin the nex. ten ye: . that
emblen wos adopted as the official re-

‘gimentzl crest,
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LZ R0SS-Under

the protectlve
their own govermment and the 196th In-
fantry Brigade, the Vietnamese residents
of Que Son District have been conducting

eye of

elections for their
positions,

The voting is only the first round of
elections for the people of this large
refugee village which is - located 20
miles northwest of Tam Ky in Quang Nam
Province, lMany elections will be held
throughout South Vietnam in the next few
months.

To insure a peaceful election, ele-
ments of 2nd Bn., Ist Inf., 2re operate
ing near the polling 1locations and are
coordinating with {RVN troops to prevent
infiltration by enemy forces  seeking to
disrunt the self governing process,

Preparing for the elections,
Company, commanded by CPT Richard D,
Herouz (Watertown, Conn,) moved into
position around the Que Son District
headquarters, After two days of provid-
ing outer security, the Americal Divis-
ion unit moved to the western part of
the area for search and clear opera-
tions.

Bravo was continually harassed with
small arms fire and hit and run sniper
attacks. MNo casualties Wwere sustained
in the action,’but the local VC found
themselves short 2 couple of weapons
and many VC suspects were sent to the
district headquarters for interrogation
and possible rclocztion,

local government

Bravo

] YONDER WHAT HE PROMISEID TUR{ THIS TIME.'

FAST TURNS
10
o

LZ WEST-‘ncreased enemy terrorist at-
tacks, coupled with an already acute
food shortage hod left the people of
Hiep Duc Valley starving, but elements
of the 196th Infantry Brigade are enabl-
ing the Vietnamese to feast again.

The refugees were collected by GVM
forces in 2 recent series of operations
in the vicinity of My Luu and Son 'Hiep
villages,

Por the first time in four years, the
group of civilians living in the, Hiep
Duc District is ~under the control of
G7H protection, Most of the people were

, &stonished to find the GVN had been re-

established in the area, They told of
VC/IVA terrorism and the atrocities r i-
mitted in the past several months

The food famine wes nmdde.worse vy VC
rzids, The enemy ravaged the villeges
taking what sperse food was available
and leaving the people starving, .Ameri-
can. elements working in conjunction with
the GVII in Hiep Duc ' 8re providing food
for the refugees until their usually
productive rice crop is ready for har-
vest in two months.

Friendly elements located in ‘iep Duc
include 2 liobile Advi:ciy Team m  the
Military Ascistance Commana Vietnanm

(QIACV) and a Civil Affairs liaicon team
fronm 4th Bne, 31st Inf,

Focd is afr-lifted to LZ Raren several
tines 2 wecke~utilizing helicopters pro=-
vided by the fmerical Division's 196th
Infantry Brigade and IACV,

First Liemtenant Neuyen Duc Vinh
(ARVI1) chief of the Heip Duc District,
is accompanying his troops on daily
operations in the wicinitye He is try-
ing to win support for the GVMN and in-
sure that the nceds of the refugees are
net,

Relocating 21l the former ~inhabitents
« " *he district within. the next few
nonths has top priority in Nimh's pro-
gran, liany of the people ard current
located in refugee centers in Tam F- .d

flug, Loc Sons b
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The 196th Infantry Brigade's John Wayne is departing, Leaving his year-lcng home
a2t LZ Baldy, the rice paddies and rolling mountains of South Vietnam to tred © new
terrain in the form of the myriad corridors and offices of the Pentagon, Many men
named CCL Frederick J, Eroesen '"our John Wayne," The analogy is fun, complimentary,
and inaccurate, He is the kind of man you consistently look up to--not because of
his impressive heighth--but from sheer respect.

e

He is the type of commander that made everybody want to push hard together to
accomplish 2 mission and they always did--but for the "old man'" and not out of fear,
COL Kroesen built his reputation as a great ¢ . inder the most reputable way possi=
ble--by simply performing his duties--not bragging about accomplishments. He never
operated in the flashy manmer of a John Vlayne, but in the cool, calculated, methodi-
cal way of a confident leader,

COL Kroesen's mission contained the utter, starkk re2lity of wouhded and cead
Imericans sprinkled occasionally with an award or present from grateful Vietnamese
who knew he made their plight easier and successful, Theatrics is not a part of
CCL Kroesen, Still the John Wayne comparison exists, 4 command sergeant ma jor used
to say, "He will simply always be 'our' John Waynme 2nd I think it's 2 marvelous image
for a 45-year-old man to have in front of 2 19-yecr-old infantryman out there in the
bush,"

COL Kroesen is a sort of fudie Murphy without movie credits. A Babe Ruth without
a stadium full of applause, He is the most valuable player in a leazue tha' ‘oesn'’t
keep statistics, A Samson with a military haircut or 2 Ceesar wita no ener. o A
man suprenely confident of his ideas and the brigade's ability to carry them out,

"He turned many ordinary or average officers into great commanders," said one
field grade officer, "He gives battalion commanders more latitude than most brigade
leaders would," he continued. "They feel he's placing all his confidance in them by
giving general guidelines for operations and letting them fill in the details. He
works on the old principle of confidence in yourself is carried on to the subordinate
commenders 2nd they inturn pass it on down the chein of commend, One brigade commend-
er in the Zmerical Division said, "Never let 2 man leave your office without his man-
hood,"

1 Lnyone that entered the BRIGADB COMMANDERS OFFICE at 1Z Balc.iy took h:l.s manhooc'l

in with him 2nd departed with even more, The brigade commander in South Vietnom t.'xghts
what has become a cliche; the battle in the field and the struggle for pacification,
Few cormanders have accomplished what COL Kro.<en did in his year at the helm of the
Charsers." He fought both wars with a2 calu .c:vor, The "Charger" commander saw his
infmttm cut 2 swath through on arez of cnemy dominated terrzin and increase the
size of GV control to clear the way for gigantic pacification efforts,

g (continued on page 33)
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(continued from page 32)
Under his command, relations with the Vietnumese officials and civilians reached
2 new high in rapport and cooperation, COL Kroesen believes there are two methods of
keeping esprit de corps and morale high, One is the unit's self-confidence in their
'’y to accomplish the mission, The second technique is malking sure tiie officers

a.nd NCO's are lookinsz after the welfare of their men, He got 2n inner sense of pride
by iting field urits and asking them what outfit they were from, When he heard

mlta Gempany, 3/21 sir l" 1nstea-d of the 196th Inf antry 3ragade or the Americal

essed that commanders pay close attention to tht. routine, "Just because
clean clothes one day when you visit thew in the field doesn't =zean ihey
week," he would say. “"Things won't run well because you sit down and write
plan or SQ and let it go at that,"

e Rt

ming his fist into a pistol pointer while briefing was one side
Te listen to him d:Lscussmg with his staff at the dinner table
"have played Tarzan in the movies was his other sice, ;

rs" and everybody will miss him, 4t the last comander's
sort of subdued pride, "The way this brigade operates 24
@ week to accomplish the mission, I think it should be called

- -

should be called "The “esplendent Commander," He shone
ger ummander, 1t would probably be appropriate to
) 1 b, Semenow\ that qgem.ﬂ mggcessﬂry. No
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grass beyond the perimeter road. Doerr Q 00
caught the man with a burst from his | “(Continued from Panr )

M~16, spinning him across the road and
into the smouldering bunker.,

From an unseen position, another sép-
per flung a Chicom grenade into his
tunker and Doers booted it out the door,
The explosion deafened him, but he held
his position inside the doorway. Under
Doerr's covering fire, medic SP4 James
Feiser (ldichite, Kan.s got the three
wounded men to safety in the next hunk-
er.

Believing Doerr to be wounded from the
RPG explosion, the m@chinegunner in an
adjecent bunker threw out a hail of pre-
tective fire around the neighboring
position. Amid the smoke and confusion,
Doerr watched and prayed.

"Cease fire. Alpha's sweeping the
bunkerline, " créckled the radio, and a

temdorary hush fell over the perimeter,
llerves were keen with tension, as a
squad of infentrymen wallied c2utiously
down the perimeter road, eyes probing
every shedow, ]

Mov:ng out from the first btunker,
Specialists Jackie Clark (Morgenton
.C.) and Lence HNilkeme (lest, N.%.)
flushed an HVA hiding in the tall grass
inside the road and shot him when he
grebbed for a grenade.

At another position, second ilatoon
leader 1.7 Allan Ostrow (Santa Ana,
Calif,) end SGT Lerry Dover (Leonma,
Tenn,) covered each other in an advance
toward the dark shadows of the dump.
Suddenly. two sappers appeared out of the
darlmess, one flinging a grenade at them.
Ostrow and Dover hit the ground firing.
The grenade was 2 dud, but two FVA lay
dead in the gress.

Bac: at his bunker, the ringing in
Doerr's head suddenly stopped and he
could hear gomeone shouting, "Can you
walk?" "Sure I can,® he hollered back
end ran out to huz medic SP4 Thomas M,
McMahon (Lewiston, Maine),

liop up operations continued as the
morning sunlight broke. Two MP's notic-

! ed an RPC lavncher sticlzing out from be-

| neath a serap of plywood in the dump and

wicovered a very frightened young I'VA
oner.

' In the wale of the pre-dam attack,
one US artilleryman lay dead and three
tmkl me turning. The entire MVA

of nine had been killed or
; aﬂ.mg with two AK=47's, two RPG
ers, a dozen rockets and several
9!‘ mam grenades.
squad can penetrate
erimeter, -The real tost is to

“once they're in end prevent
are,® said LIC Sinclair L.
2/1 battalion cou=

TTer &cc' at Bavis' bunker, One ¢grenade
7 demolished the dogrway of the

punler, "I moved some of my men to

positions on top of the bunker and

fired dovm on the latrine," said B— |,
The I'VA died in a hajl of fire Aiad
the splintered latrine,

Seconds later a nearby 106mm recoiless
rifle position took a direct hit from an
ZPG round, As 1LT Robert Mocarski
(olyoke, Mass.) ran into the area to
help evacvate the wou:ded he stumbled on

a lifeless form lying on the gzrounc.
Looking down he saw the grotesque <form
of a dead I'VA soldier,

Meinous helped Mocar~':i evac :g the

wounded, Also instrumental in c.,.vract-
ing the wounded from the battered posit-
ion was PFC Ronald Norfleot (Scappoose,
Ore.)s Iznoring peinful shramel wounds
he made several trips carrying litters
to the aid station, over 200 meters
away,

A1l along this sector of the perimeter
there were exploding RPG's and sporadic
LK-/7 fire adding to the evacuation pro-
hlems,

A medic, SP5 Bill Leander from Salina,
was asleep in the aid station
vhen the attaclk was laimched. "I got &
call from the Charlie Company CP saying
thet they had a man who was hurt pretty
o, ' related Leander,

nT grabbed a litter and took oIf,
started toward the bnnkerline end th-
was vhen the 4K started popping aw G
me, I jumpod into one bunker and shined
my li-ht around. There wasn!t anybody
in there who was wounded, but I heard
some moaning coming from the next bunk-
er. I sterted over there and the AX
opened up &gain," said Leander. LIS
couvld sec the uift spraying up where the
ullets vere hitting around me.!

Upon reaching the scurce of the moans,
the Americal Division mcdic found  man
whose legs hed been beily injur . when

an RPG round had smashed into his bunker,

MHe was hleeding pretty bad,® explain-
ed Leander, "I didn't have & tmmqvm
so I made onc from the draw string of &
sendbag,

"There vas no way that I could get the
men out by myself so I yelled for help."

Leander!'s plea for help was ansvered
by 1LT James Dean (Penn Yam, N.U.).
Dean raccd through the sporadic AL fire
toward the sound of Leander's voice.
Eventually, they ot the wounded GI to
the aid station where he was given
medicel attentione

At the ond of the fighting eight NVA
lay -7 oround the perimeter and omo of
the sepners was capturced, The Americans
suffercd no fatalities.

o S
Lansas,
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