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LZ ~0S8-"They're i side the wire, ir 
raspecl a,, e;:ci ted voice over the radio, 
l:ut t l1e flash and roar of an e;x:plos:ion 
and the staccato crackle of AK- 47 fire 
i nside the perimet er sounclecl a far more 
:..1.r :;ent warning. 
_ I nfantr;iPiuen and headquarters personnel 
Jt'lll~d to a red alert . An NVA saPf)e r 
sql1_acl had penetrated the per:i.meter wi1·e. 

T:1e noon had s et at 4 :20 iu the morn­
ing, bc.t aoove LZ Ross artille:.:y ill,,;:j_­
:1ation flares floated like Jauanese 
lanterns. The flares bathed ta.is· 196th 
Infrntry fu•igade fire sn·J1Jort 'base in 
yellou lir;,ht and create<l ma.~bre inter­
lacing s.riadows as e yes strained to see 
the lurking e ,emy. 

Inte.lli L-ellce reports had 
either Ro ss or one of the 
posts mig:1t be a target as 

warnec1. that 
observation 
the vc/_:VA 

post--TEI' ofiensi ve entered its second 
wee!<. 

Since before mdn:i.gj.1t , the clogs in Que 
Son Villa ~-e 500 meters outside the peri­
meter had been ~'8.p,ing. Along the ~mk­
erl:i.ne t he men of Co, A, 2nd En., 1st 
I nf., had a premonition th8.t soDething 
\f<is going to happen. 

Ten minutes after rooonset something 
d;i_d happen, I n the shiftinc li i;;:1t of 
t'.:e illumination, Specialists Julius 
Ridc'J.e ( Brinkely, J.r!: .) aud _wlUS 

Cervantes (S::iowville , Utah) spottoo two 
fig1:.res ac vancine; t: ro· ·gt the wire and 
cu t them do,m in a lethal crossfire be­
t11een two b:'.ill:ers. 

The pair proved. to be t he tail element 
of the NVA ;enetratine; squc1d . Seven 
sa1Jpers were alread ~r inside t he .~.me:.icB.1 
Di visfon 'uase. 

As stuttering e:::chances of AlC-/,7 and 
?:-16 fire spre.·cl alon :; ti'le east si de of 
t:1e 1:,,_,_..,,_erl~. e, the deafening explosion 
of an P..PG round ri:;>ped into t:1e rear of 
a bunl..::er, tearing out 011e uall ancl 
blastinti the interior. Tll ree infa..,try­
men ato::;i tile b.mker were sli~tly wornd­
ed by ~e concussion a..,d s'.-lrapnel. 

From the adjoining wnl~er, SP4 UilLi.am 
F. DoeIT (Iselam, lf.J.) peered out 
through the smoke to see an i.;v.1 soldier 
poised to throw a grenade frolil t:1e tall 

(See ROOS on Back Page) 

LZ \l:2ST--The shirtless 1:'\A, their 
T:lodies darkened ,n.th charcoal for camotl­
fla::;e , crept thro' '-&n the grass up to t he 
rows of concertin<'. wire . 

T,10:, were well equip?_ ed for t:1e1r m.i.s­
sion of death aDd destruction with 
roc!:et repelled grenades (P.PG1 s), 
satc.'1 el charges, Chi com gTenades ancl 
AI'.- 47 assault rifles . 

- . G platoon of en emy had entered Eier.i 
uuc Valle~, from the rug;::ed mountains t; 
the west of this 196th Infantry Brj_3c1-· s 
fire su~J;?Ol't ~se. 

Ileach~.116 the b9.se of Hill 445 . . o - .1d 
9 p.m, the l'VA rested aft er an artl,,_o, !S 
four day jom·ney to attack i.S 1Test~ 
located on the St!llrni t. 

!"o\l , at 3 a , m, fil' t er si:: hours re st , 
the sapper platoon had deployed aro11.nd 
ti1e perimeter of \lest and were prepared 
to :-,ive th e men of 4th In ., 31st I nf ,, 
a memorable nie;ht, 

First Li eutenan t Paul Ba.vis of Jalti­
more, was asleep :: ·1 the chelor 
ofEcer 1 s quarters wh sJn the fL s·c elert 
was sou,.ded . Javis h ad been de signated 
as th e leader of the reaction f orce of 
th:i.s Ai:!erical Di vision installati on, 

The r eactiou force was dispatched to 
a s€-ctor of the pe:..-imetcr that wc:s re­
ceiving e;:t ensi ve prossu.re from tho at­
tac.1:inc; . "Vi. , 

Upon arri vi:1g in thl".t area, Bavis be­
co.i:ie i mncc'.iately conce:-netl that t he 
bnnkers night not have enough amnm .. ,ition 
to su·-wess a f1'll scale attacl. , 111 
tol d ~y- men 1,c had to g_t more ar.llllo to 
t:10 lJ-_,; '.(e rs in case t 15. s thing V<ls real­
ly bi 6, 11 sa:i.d Bavis. 

:'.: "'.lori,~g a shoi re1· of TI.PG' s and Cl::i.com 
~-. ·eo.os , PFC Gregory 1-!ainous (Dayton, 
0h:i.o) 1-accd str&ight to an a1nnmni tion 
stora~ b,mker. Hai:1ous ran from b.L': : 
to b.o!:or distributi,1t=; extra ammrr, · .,;. 
to tho men . 

Tietl'.rll5.nG to his po st, I ,a:i nous fo\1_.1d 
Bavis and SP/, Giloort Smit!'.- (!fichita 
Falls, Tex,) stari 1g 5 ntontly at a woc,d­
on latrine loc.:-tcr1 '1oar tho helicopter 
rost~'ply pad . T110 hVA sappers , ,.ro 
scok..i.,~3 covor behind t:10 latrine. 

Porio<lically, tho VA lob:.:od Chicom 
(3ee IGSr on Dack l'atfe) 
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.lhy 1 t he fr.ss al:xmt dru6s? 
Wnat does it have to do ui th me? 
And llesic":.es whose bt1siness is it a:n.y 

way, ,,t at I th: nl: or oo about dn1gs? 
These are some of the qnesti0'1s con­

cer:1L,:; the use and misuse of dr i..gs ·be- ! 

i, g as·~ed by -tlie ci. tize,1s of onr ;-_.,tion 
Gr.cl of the free wo:rld . D:m 1 t be r.ri.s led 
hovever , the comrrru.ni st world is also be­
inb pla-:_,~ed by an e::tensi ve misuse of 
d:ru.ss . 

The question of the sudden interest in 
the Lli s t,se of drugs is easy to answer . 
In the p:::.st seve:ral vears there has been 
a., incre ase in the ~snse or abuse of 
beneficial d:rng <> as uell as dai1gerot~s 
dn1gs, Tl, e dange:ro~,s druGs , of p~'imt:cy 
i;1terest here, c211 l e ,:d to psychological 
de?ende~ce; mo eov,r , cerce.1.n drugs, 
sucll as · LSD. E::'? . m1d raa!'ijuana -- the 
ha J.lucino:;e;1; - ~an da,-;iage your n:ind, 
and :1ave no ;:no,,n medical benet'i t 1-'l:iat­
soevzr . 

To get a glimpse of 1-my the fuss about 
dru:;;s, j,:.st t ake a brief loo!;: a t the 
effects that or.e o:' the hallucinogenic 
drt•.gs alone might have on the human 
body end mind. 

Marijuana, known e.lso as "pot" or 
11grass", is the most frequently abused . 
of the hallucino5enic drugs. 

Very little is lmown co11cerning its 
lon,,.- termed effects, b.lt in its mildest 
fo~s it dqes not apPear to be ph:,sical -
1;; dangerous. ~lev.;rt ,)eless, you can 1t 
be certain that it is totally safe, fo r 
in its stronger fonns, marijuana can 
cause psychotic reactions in almost 
everyone, 

Marijuana's active ingredient, tetra­
hydrocannabi.ni or "XHC" is potentially 
very de.rigerons, and 'While given dosa38 
may not have apparent ill effects on ~ ­
other person, tl:rnt fact is no protection 
for yo~. 

' ' 

The use of ma:rijuana is particula.rJy 
:1az<1 rdol(S. Hhile under its influenr , 
concept,. of time and space c' :ie 

rnC:j_ca2.).:• distorted, and respo!lse to an 
emergenc:r becomf's unpredictable , A 
"pot 11 1' t the w:1eel of an automobile 
ma::es ~- t a deadly dangerous weapon to 
others and a booby trap to himself , 

!,:-iother impor-:-.ant reason -fc-r not using 
11-,:iot 11 ,,teras fr:n its being against 
F~de::-al l&.11 to t•.se or posses.-. ThP. pen­
al ties crn ' e as n·1.1.c.i1 as 10 :•ear<: in the 
pe.li i:.8'"1t:i.2.1.· •r 8.Wi a ~( Q()Q fj ~)r a 
fi:·s t oJ'fi);: ·0 e , Its s«. , use , <)" SO-

sioiun i8 1:,. -l, ; se a , : "'>latior. o.i:' the 
Uni.foZ'!ll Co cl e ot' Milita,y Jt:~;' r,.· , ;'1.!Il­

isbG l:J.e b::r co1 1.rt- ·.:iarti8.l wi 1-'. a dis­
ho:~or.:: 1·le Clise l::J!"JC and up to five yBm-s 
in pr:'..n::m £.s the c-, ,d result , 

Onl 7 the individual ccn decide tif he 
deo:·c~·0s to get caught in the dru3 trap: 
so tE,'-e timP- out ·to thi--1k---is a f e r 
momcn ts of .ra:se pl easn:.a worth a life­
tkc of sor row? (A::?PS) 

The C'.11'.rger is an aut '.lorized periodi. 
,,,,1,1 j_~[\t::.011 o.: ~he 1~?-i:h I nfanti-,~ 

_ ·.c Inform 0 t1on Ofnce for aJ 
:u '.:s of tte Prigade . Army Ne•.• 
Fcai::1.n·es, Armed Fo· ccs Press Serv:i 
and :. rmed Fo:.·ces ik:ws Bureau ma+ 
e:rc -.iscd, Opi:uons e:cpressed a1 •· :i 
r,ecessa.i·il y thosP. of the Deparbnent of 
the j._ ... r,.v . Contr i ::,,1t2.ons are encoura::ed 
und ,~1c;- be sm,t to ·i:he Brie;c'de 
I r,'.'o:;.·me.t ion- Off i ce , Hqs 19 €:t:1 Infa.;ri,r 
Jri ;;::ice _. .t.po San Francisco 9f>256. Th 
L1for, ation Office rese:::-vGs the righ 
to edit all mo.tcrial. 
(JJ"i, F. J.Kroesen ••• ,.,, .Brigadc Commender 
1LT F,:C,Lo,1.w3ll • •••. •• · • •• ,,, Br1 ~d0 IO 
SP 4 T ,.l_J?1i ::.~: ..... t. • • • • • • • • • • • • ¢.. 1.:. tor 
rm5 D. In·.l.:r~ .. •••••• . • Brigade_ • ,ortcr 

'

• ~I-'4 H. ' jatero, .. .. , •••• , .Pr,..,duction i-ianaper 
. c,'('4 J,i,.':,~_c'h., • •.•.•. , ..••••• 3/21 llei:c::-te 

s~4 J .::.r·~c .• • . .••••••••••• • 2/1 Reporter 
j ,S;'4 / .. C:---ci:lJrd., .•••• ,. •• •• 4/31 Repo1·ter 
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LZ E'ALD '--The ne.,'Ct t:i.me HA.J Jam.as LZ ROSS- Ari ..... "- °.. uef~ sc1•1a.d. l er,._,-,_Q ~ wi fa 
Allison tells his wife, Mary, he loves help from ui1 .A:neri.r. ·l Tr.i~vision ::· ~'ru:try 
hor du:ring a 1~ RS call, be ' s going to Brigade recoi1tly fc· 1d hi.'llr-~ 1_,: , · ·\ ·,ore 
rna':e sure about one i mportant item- . time on his hen.cs ',. • . .3n he ·o,_._, ;"'., , 3. .:or , 
that he 's talkin; to tho riQ1t Nary, The soldier , a rnc:nbor of 1.12 ,_d NV.ii 

1-1;.J Allison, 196th I nfantry Brigade Di. vision loc8.ted i •1 the T!lc•L· t '.::--0,::c; &:se 
Civil Aff airs Officer, placed his call Ar ea 116, S'.)111e :!·· rn ~l :is nc,) )·.,_-r,2.~. ,r~ Tam 
t , rough the Mn.38 Station at LZ Blld~r on Ky, wus on o. -~,!re ,._ clay 1, .. ss an,' had 
a Sunday morn3.ne, The connection was t:::2:en it upcn l'.5. ·,self t o e::::tc:-,d his 
l oud anc;l clear--by far the best :ie I s le :va to 1 O d&ys. 
had in three cclls home . :-:e was coi.. ·or~ ~.bly loun'.'?,ng in a 

The o:,crator told the Americol Div- hoot ch in t:w ·,c· .i.ey belou n.- ·,1e;cn ~se 
j_sion offic -)r from Ocilla, Ga., to go C wncn a rc,~0~1!'lais1:c.,1ce pa+ro:;. :i:C the 
ehead first. "Hou are yuu gattine; along 2J<l Bn ,, 1st I,:·n., of t ,,c 19;,t:l I nfantry 
1\ary? 11 ·asked i-iAJ Allison, "You just ?-·' · "'e , led bJ' 1L'i' David L. Wa€,Jler 
:-;o e.hc&d and tel l me hou eve r yfr.ing is ( Gu_Lur l'.do 0:;irings, Colo , ) s,cpr.ised hin 
at :~ ome , 11 be said encu.ng the initial , at his r::ist , 
part of. the. call~ At last repo·rt, tho embarrassed , .. 

"Oh, ,re •ve l:ccn getting 2.lon g fine ,rr bac~ given cons idP.r J.,-~e veJ.ne.blo j 

s 'd t."le fein.iLine voice on the other l"i ::,'3,,c3 a;:ou-: his ot· ·::: i::s to t:.1e '1-;'bt'1 
0nd, tlll.nd ·1 Wl?ent yau to kb.o, t hat I : lovo i nt0!.ligc_,r;e S'3ci'j_,:1 2rd ires rn his uay 
yoP. 2nd miss you. 11 ' to a:.1 P.;,sr.·.1ded V2.C, tion e.t a ;··o~/ C l" ·'P 

; ;.J Al 1-i son paused fo r a couple outside I,:! ;,;a:ie, , 
seconds end then blurtcxl. out , "I love _ _,,.,.--~·"·::"-'--1 C:. '''i"." ,:.,A~,IC--0 R 
you and miss you too, but I don I t think /.:): . ,/ - :..:.,, ) ,_; ' ' ', - ' ·,; ~ ~:·- ' -
you're my wife," f

1
/ · •• ,'- --;-' -<.! 0' f \\J ! He 

.n.1en t he operator cut into t ~1e con- 1 
· _..,.!.! '':.. -- N ,, · 1_1 _j_ 

ve rsation, l iAJ Allison heard the wor,a;1 f kf)-- ✓ b) y-
1 

i \. 1-1 
s c.y, H('-oll:r, I don 't t :1ii:ill: t hat I s m~r • • -}~ .',, <;; ~ · 
b ,.n --" h ~ 1\, /) us l.)C..! .U ei t er. n 1 ·--.-1 , I 

The ,::A}1S operator was so embarras sed (' · I i 
:,e had trov_ble talj:ing clearly ; HAJ 
A].lison wasn't sure wh y b e told t ne wo - LZ \T.?ST- -He dicln 1t sound liki:J Fra.uk 
man he loved her and missed her, "but it Sinat ra, btlt be uas a 11stran:ser in the 
seemed like the right thin g t o say at ilight 11 and he was singin g. 
the time--probab.l.y moo.o her feel a r:o one lmeir uhet:1er he ,,,as n Vio t­
littlo bettor: 11:1en I s et the record na~ese sonl s:in:;p· or 11 e::ar:l. old or,x::ry 
strai~t. ,i s e:;:-ona'.ler from tho co,mtry ri.co padr--i_o s . 

The • "ot '.1ert1 !!ary was still asd.ng fie co?'!e gr:iovin do•.m c-. trcil after 
questions uhcn the operator told the slmC:.o:m somc,.tie::-e outside a de.y laa;;;cr 
I::ifantry Officer be was "sor'I'yti and position set up by a 11Chargcr 11 platoon 
would replace the co.J.l, from ' the 1~6th Infv.;1 try BrigQC1e. 

Oh yes--?!AJ Allison did taµr to his The Recon platoon of 4th ID,, 31st 
~i11-ry md--Oh yes-she loved him and I nf., wo.s jt,st :.,et ting r eady to oat when 
missed him too, Tbe.t 1 s bat.ting t 1.u for th e strains of a Vietnamese song boceune 
two wyway you look at it. l o· .• ,nd lcmder . 

11'.i'hc iih..'1S operator c,.lled me back "lie ,, r o-:r·ed our cho•v and . .:;rabll0d our 
l at::r in the day ana said he was sorry we rpo:13, a s~id lLT Johr c ..... r rott (:::Cdfo. 
and t'1at h :· s face was still red, 11 ·1angh- !li c:t,_~t;:;; O'.lio ). 1'i'hon wo SN this V' 
ed. i.iAJ Allison. riarrmso Palo 1!alldn- to1:o.rd our i:,osH , 

.~ (:~ (,.,,;, 1'0>. singin5, r orJ. l oud a :l. :.w:.ng n Chiou lfoi 

,,('_,,,;\\::.--~ \~ rb, :..L\ \ 1".;/,:_./1 0.,·:-, leaflet in bis hnnd. ,, ,,, " '~_-, Not one of the 11 C1"=-r~crs 11 co,,}d agree 

~\J/ Jj-'· -_-.. ~ 1'1 _'-\cr::_:,' _:_.,· (--i,-,' __ .,•_· .. ' '~~1- on what ho ,rs s5.:'l,:_. ;1 _, oot I, ,s5.c to - ~ . f::. . Cl1ien °;oi b;'11 seeJ11..;c1 a" rop;:-in+e. T'.10:· 

1
, 1 /1\1 l.:.._1-" t['- tJ 1' dj_d agroo-- Fran!.c s::..10.tra he 1ll nevor 

- ,y _. .,,. \ \ bo 
AM••-1'- ...,, • 

"THBS3 i.L,3;1TS A.'lE lCiw..Ur; MY FBHI'" 
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G<J<;j~ ~cidlo@80· (?,~awo@ 
LZ WFS'I --Several months of futile "l'l:<! entire hospital stru~,1.U"' was de-

searchin g c ame to an e nd \!hen a company sh·o:1re0 by AJ.;:xi.e. . .A..e,. t :,ey left the area 
of. "Charge1;s 11 from the 19 6th Infa.,try they c ar,tu.red an :'.VA solclier 1-1ho had 
Brigade located an NVA hospi t el 35 l::een t : e r,:ur chasing a~ent for t:1e hos pi.-
miles northwest of Tam Ky. ' tal, Receiots located i n hii: shirt 

The mi ts of 4th Bn ,, 31st L1f., had poc!:et re'(ealed he ha, been i~, :nasinG 
made many fru..i tless searc' ·es in the a r ea food and medical suppli es for tao hospi­
after receiving r;ersistent intelligence tal . 
r eports about the large enemy com,l ex in A RT'Y SHOO TS 
Eiep Due Valley. 

AJ.p:1a Company,. co=anded b-.t CPT 
stanley F. Yates Jr , (Jonesboro , Tenn,) 
was actin :· on t h e late st of the lone, 
series of re:fX)rts indicating that the 
!1ospital was s t ill i n Operat ion , 

On the seco:1d day of t',eir search, the 
r.ierical Division unit located t'.1e hue,-e 

medica l ward u.rider thicl~ t riple canopy 
junr;;le near LZ r:aren . 

"They had soEe of t h e best op1 s tha t 
I I ve ever see , " said GPT ~ar,P.s . none 
lJosi tion was located i n a tall tree and 
had a field of v5 sion that e:;_te;1ded for 
1 O,O l.{) r.ieters in all di:rectim1s . n 

T'.1e l 2r ge,st h.~ldi n r:-, in the ccmplex 
we.s used as a. eadquart ers and operating 
:roo~ . I t also had o f f ice space f or the 
hospital staff. A building of nearly 
equal size was probably t'.Sed as a mess 
hall-recreation room. 

It was deco rat e.d. with colored s t r eam­
ers ancl si:;-;1s for the TEI' holidays . A 
large picture of Ho c :1i Hinh occupi.ed 
a promine,,t spot on the wall. The mess 
hall had tables and chairs to accom­
r.1oclate more than 60 people. A lei tchen 
ui t:1 five lar ge pots for cool~ing w::- s 
located nearby. 

There we_·e three 
s ] eepin3 quarters 
:•umerous articles of 

l:uildings used as 
for i!V nurses, 

female clothing had 
:JCen le:.'.'t behL.c:. 

11. barr,c!~s for 1/0l'nded 
barber ' s chair clirectly 
f~·eshly cut hair still 
[,Toti.nd. 

soldiers had a 
outside· ,tith 
lyini;; on the 

.l.t a rehe.'Jiliation ce1t.er patients 
11e:-e kept ::us~' while t11ey recover ed by 
na::inG crutc'.1es and ;>eg legs . A dud 
1 05mm rol'.i,d had been used as a l"lnld for 
~e~zh~. . 

Over 500 pounds of rice uas destroyed 
in a large rice bin that was discovered. 
c;,icken :iouses and pi~ pens i ndicctecl 
that tl'le !!VA had been uell supplied \.ri th 
e::;35 a,1c. fresh meat . 

FO~ 

EDUCAT IOf\J 
I; 

LZ 3A.LDY- Re 6ardl ess of where soldi ers 
of t'.1e 19 6th I nf en try B:-i[;ade may be 
locc.t~d, the Americal rivision E:iucation 
Ce;, ter is gi vin i;; them assistance i n a 
diff::,rent kind of st r ug_;l - -the battle 
o:.'.' flcrt'.~cring or complet::.ng their educa­
t::_o, • . 

It ste.rted ,hen Bat talion Executive 
" .::. cer, MAJ l:il ton l:iller ( Sandusky, 
c:1:-o) of th e Jrd Bn . , 82nd Arty., co~­
tact ocl t · .. e education cent0I' 611d r eques--­
ed someone be s ent to ~Z Bald;, to .:-r'· 1-

ii:t cr ac'1icvemcnt, high school - el 
edtcc.:-tional development ( GED) and 
co 17 er'c com'i:lr ehcnsi ve tes t s . 

j.j;: _v :ernard J;a.ne (ilow Yo:rk City) 
cl~.rector of the education cent , se?t 
PFC; patrick J;cHar,, (Los Angeles) to tae 
11c11ar ':c-r 11 fire support base; , He di..s­
cover~( nore t',an 120 sold.i::.rs 1Janted to 
'to t.ested . . 11 "11e can only test about 1 5 at a tine , 
said HcH ar~, ntut I '-:i H be ~:_ i ,~ 
about t110 " 0 el:s for :101·e exm • _ng ona 
1til:!. continue co do s o until everyone is 
t c:i:cd . 11 

11Ac'.1icvurncnt test s arc [:i vcn to per­
sons to :.'.'ind ot't if they are prvp,,r cd. t~ 
t □~:c the big.'1 s chool G:I:J test . 11 n t oQ 

c,4a---

- ~t.high sc'.1001 level the _tcst consist~ 
of &i::;liMh , soc~_al sturlic:s , natu -

• 7_!..i t ern t ure and math . Th science , 1 
collc 6-., tc-st 1: ins Enc;lish , socia 
s tl•di0s , sci ence, h\ ,1 iti a.,c: ,~th . 

1, soldier 1Jas~in:; all_ parts 01 tJ,c 
h ' eh sc>ool t est will 1 c.:iivc a diploma , 
Si~: l'ni ts are o.war-'c fo r at.ch p,'rt of 

11 t ' ,<:+ tl1at is S\'CCCS sfn.21)' '- r. co .. _ .. ~'O ... ....... 

L c;c . ost of t'le high scl'ools and 
collc:,-cs in tde Uni +r:il St.nt ·s gi vu c1·c:l­
; 'c fo1· t:10 tP,sts, 
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TIEl: P.i'UOC-Unen the eoin g gets rou:;h 

or an enemy position proves too ha rd to 
crack without a little preliminar y s oft ­
en~ns up, infantr y t roops in the fie l d 
look to their forward observer ( FO) t o 
call in a uel come volley of artille r y . 

l'ost FO ' s spend t heir entire tour in 
the f:.i.e l d -with one compan y, but at l east 
one 196th Infantry . Bri::;ad.e FO considers 
·, i mself lucl,y to h ave s pen t some time 
with every compan y except one in his 
battalion , 

Sergeant }'.arold Meek (Columb..ls, I nd.) 
is serving his second t our i n Vie t nam 
with only four months between tours . 
n::ou might say I vo l unteered , 11 '2e said . 
11::veryone i n Germen y ·,·2s cetting or ders 
:'.'or Nam . So I dec i ded not t o wa it, 11 

Heek s·,ent his first year a s a ;?,Te­
aadier ui t.'1 a 1s t Div ., Re con. , BE.t­
t alion aro"ncl. Lai .. a1 . b.rtillc ry is 
sm:iet hing completely new t o him. "I' m 
infa.Dtry turned FO , 11 he s aid . ll i,e.i:'orc 
comin :-, baci, to i' am, I didn I t even know 
!,01, to call in artillery. n 

He learn ed quickly enou.@l , houever . 
Soon a.:'ter joining the "Legionnaires n of 
t'.le 2nd Bn ., 1st Inf., '.ee lc was as signed 
a s ID to Delt a Conpan y . 

Then Charlie Company 's FO got sick, 
end Meek was picked to t ake his pl<1ce . 
~ater, 2l raost the same t h ing h appened 
\11. th Bravo Company . Each t ime a short­
a e of FC ' s occur:red, Meek \las selected 
a c: the best meJ. to fill the atJ-p , until 
he had been with every outfit i.1 t his 
lunerical Division unit. 

"sveryone, that is , but Alpha," he 
correcteci himself. 0i.nd I'm Yai ting now 
for a c.h 2n ce to uork with them to con:.­
plet e the cycle." 

- . ---------- - . - 4-•;1 • "'. ·-'--
CP J CP I.• • CI.ICK. BBB~·. CLICK.. 

"I liU SO?.RY, nm namBR YOU HJ\V1! 
DI/.LBD IS NO LOI-GBR IN SHRVICB." 

A NE\AJ 
BALLC~l\M r-· 

LZ i:.GSS....Seven 2thletes that once were 
i n volvec : n part of a South Carolina re­
gio~,al spor ts ri-,::l.lry, now make up a 
close J-:u t fiEl-:i::..ng team \l:ith the 196th 
I nf2try rig~de . 

T'.1e l..,;e:.•ical &,vis i on soldiers clis­
cove: ed t',eir rel e.tionship dtTing a 
t:,rec cl.:-y r espite from t'..e field thc.t 
al.l 11 ~h ,;.-zer" comve.nies get once evar y 
t· 0 ,m-.ths if t:1e tc.ctical situation 
per7its . 

:iO\; su:norting each other as infantr•· 
men and ~1ortarmen in Ch2r lie and 
Con".'8Jl i e s of 2nd Bn ., 1 st I nf ., the 
group until r e ce11tl '" :'onjlt acainst each 
oth::. r for J-,ono rs on ~ ie gridL :m , bask­
etbdl court ancl -:aseb<lll fields cf 
t heir r es pective high schools back in 
South c.:- r olina. 

Ser geant TJeroy 3 . Ler oach (Char leston, 
S.C.), Speciali s ts Rob~rt Borrett 
(Ai ]:en , s.c.) and Eenn i e fuyldn (K i ,,s-
tree , S. C. ) , SP4 Curti s Jones · PFC 
Harold Sm.5th (both of ')enmarl. .c. ) 
previou sly '.::ne,r e ach ot1'"r a s onJ.. a;.1es 
and s to.tistics on ri va.L ros te --~ a ' 
f aces i n op;:,o::;i n g li,1 ups . 

Ami e, t : eir three days of 1:eac.'1 p r ti s 
and st endo\.m fl ors: ows t' ey t ool. ti e 
to mal~e t '.-:c).l' rela.tions hi t:l more s onel. 

lli t:1 so ,:mch i , co:nmor> , the uci1 
frienc1.s s t ill f --i, -nc, it i moossi ble to 
unite on one t hi ,. ~ , Just vho h ad the 
be st tea:n btlck home. 

\ 
' 
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ST.',FF SERGBANI' 
Lee Kujawa 
Ceeil \"le ll.man 

SEtGEIJ-IT 
1tJilliam Barnes 
1',obert Bishop 
Howard Collier 
;lobert Gabreslti 
Francis Kelly 
Robert Ramsey 
Steve Sisler 
Charles tllU.ters 

SPECil,LISf 5 
Sarkis Bastermagian 
; irthur Brooks 
William Fong 
ThO!llas Holt 
George Yearwpod 

HHC 196th INF BDB 

sr:.FF SK',JF.iJrr 
Jerry Burns 
Robert Crawford 

SZ'..GEilllr 
Dav id Cottle 
Dav id Fletcher 
Ba.rlie Hughes 
3-ichard Klein 
Donald Marker 
Jaennis Willard 

SPBcr,·..r.,rsr 5 
i .J.i:>ert BenaivdZ 
David Bolt 
Fhillip Goad 
Cl::iirde Heads 
Ronald Harp 
Harold Kingcade 
Peter Lambert 
1.: i tchell i-iichail 
Charles :·JiJ.son 

3rd m-1. 1 82nd IJ'.TY 

PIRsr LIBur3l lf.HT 
Richard Garza 
Henry Gurbe. 
Ji.ndrew Tagliaferri 

CHIBP 11; .. 1..1,·Jrr CPPIC~ 2 
· Homer Kendrick 

ST,.PP SJ:',GB,'J!T 

aiarles Brown 

Cl·WlCi BR 

/ . ' 

~~ 

S.PllG .BANI' 
Donald Atwell 
Rube,1 Bonner 
?..oger Klink 

y 6, 1%9 

Billy Uorris 
?..oberto Palacios 
Lary Russell 
Robert Schumacher 

SPECIALIST 5 
David l c· fler 
George Lensink 
Richard Stilk1er 

cm PO::tAL 
Hugh ,:.J.J.en 
'Norman ea~ 
Danny Brown 
Eugene Cheatham 
Daniel Daugherty 
Ch~les Everett 
John Flynn 
Joe Gassett 
Stanley Gore 
Stuart Krause 
Dennis Kremer 
T)1omas Lloyds 
Tommie Lovett 
:l.ichar d Lozano 
rpnald MacDonald 
Edmenio Madrid 
Faul M.:.rshall 
Wir t Me le 
Michae l tr.onaghan 

SPECij..LIST 4 
::tonald I fowi tzke 
Donald Pleinis 

. Larry :i.oberts 
Hersch'el Roll 
Thomas :t<> sinsld 
Jake Ru, ,yon 
paul Salmonson 
Me lvin Savoy 
.9er nard Sirokman 
Douglas Strick land 
Victor Taipa le 
Rojelio Vega 
J ames Zawatslci 

3rd mr., 21st IllP. 

ST ... PP S.I;G.Bl.ln' 
J ::1rnes Shaha 

"11"'-JBt.NI' 
.talph Bl i:i_s __ _ 

J:imes Christensen 
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© [~J C-.:J[Lflk' U n_l~I 
3/21 CC1 1'T. 

Jerry Cravn 
Thomas Crawley 
Roger Gray 
Bdw:ird Medrano 
Gregory Robinson 
..:,.lferd Seamen 
Stanley &lith 
Clint Hilson 
:Jarry Zeman 

SPBCl;.I,IST 5 
Hilliam Filthaut 
Fhillip Scott 

SPECII.LIST 4 
?.oger lJJ.en 
Otis Baily 
John Bandych 
J.obert 9odnar 
Edwin Brooks 
Harold Brown 
1.obert Galdwell 
Willard Carpenter 
!lilly Collins 
Jessie Cr01"1der 
Jay Curtis 
Charles Dill 
Thomas Durkin 
:l.aynando :l.ernandez 
Gary Fishbach 
I,:elvin Gale 
Dale Grignon 
~alph iiernandez 
J<'-mes Johnson 
James ~abolo 
:-:arold Ligon 

4th 3i'I. 1 31st IllF. 

STi.FF S~GEII.NT 
J2'!les 31ickensdefer 
J.obert Floyd 
Keith Muller 
James Storey 
James 'lilcox 
1 ·----

' :---~ 

Thomas Anderson 
Denis Appleyard 
Paul ,".rmstr ong 
'.l.onald Barnett 
David Beck 
Robert Berry 
Jerry CampbeL 
;.z:nold Childress 
Mark Crow 
Thomas Cummings 
hl.ber Derinehe s 
Leo Eineker 
Randall Gea ckler 
Bob y Heyward 
Nathan Holmes 
Lonnie Hopkins 
Vernon Hoyle 
Hansford Huff 
Byron J ackson 
James · Jackson 
lli.llie Johnson 
Thomas K.och 
Larry Kyle 
Romero Lopez 
Harvey Maddox 
Thomas 1-loffitt 
Wil11,am. Ph illips 
T-erry Frasher · 
Ch~les Rawles 
£..cey ?,obinson 
Jose Rodriguez 
James :'toss 
Chuck :::towan 
Dennis Sopher 
Billie Stoke s 
Larry Thompson 

s:-.scr.-.LIST 5 
Oiar1es Besold 
Gerald Dunham 
:lick Hasen 
t,ligue l GrO?.oco 
J zmes Senise 
David Vanoordt 
George \•Jillifortl. 

-·-

2nd BN.. 1~ <: D-l F, 
--..-:-... ....-

STl,FP_}.,.,.... B/,"'Q' 
R i-...~-. ,. 

oy "'KlE:1: 1'- :·, 

La rry- Du-,, . . 
Eddie Ed; rd 

Stephen ,. , <> r 
:1.oy frc..i " " : 
Jame s He.. _ 
Dennis L <: ·'<' 

Ri chzrd K,:, il 

STUGE< '.T 
c1 ~.r k Boy.:-::--· -
Bernard BJ :- u 
Doug l a s Ch0opeJ t 

- ;.aron Chi pi1an 
Jimmie Clar k 
Jimmie Clifton 
Rober t De!.o,1g 
Victor r. ::.i.r.::c: 
J essie T rt 
Geor~e _. ::man 
Jack BaL":>rly 
ile lv in F.sh 
Samue l Gains 
Lewis Gar nes 
Dav id Gr i de r 
Jacky Gree n 
Lance Hilkens 
Terry Jenni'1g s 
RayJ1ond J oh.1son 
Stephen Kr :itz: 
Charles Leidner 
J er r y Lotz 
:-/illie Lyons 
j 2l:les Mcvay 
Clinton Mor =is 
J ohnny Morris 
Ke ith Myers 
Rich ard Pfeister 
Larry p,,:_1 ::.. i.ps 
J al!les Rcher-cson 
Tho111<'-s Schrozmzn 
Ge orge Suttong 
G.:.ry './alle r 
\'/illiam !'/al ton 
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CAREER CO@SELOR 1 S CORNER 

CD~ ~@@;08~®~ 

g1(!JJV ~~µV 
Starting with this issue of The 

11Charger 11 , we will be 1rri ting a monthly 
coh".llll1 in which we will dj_scuss reen­
lis tment opporhmi ties and provide in­
formation that ini .:;ht be v.sef'ul to you 
in :,:,lanning ~,our Army career. 

Jt~st becat~se u e plan to cover mau.y 
.:i.r s as of interest to yotl in this section 
cl.oesn 't mean th fl.t we ·are closir,g 
otlr doors to personal v:i.sits and quest­
ious . Qttl te the contrary. We hope t hat 
t '.' is column 11:i.ll stimulate additional 
t!1in;:in6 and a.du tional visits to our 
of:Zice. '. le are in the S1 building. 
Drop in to see us or call Baldy-17. 

Thoug:1t thElt we would use this first 
coltunn to discuss Vietnmn. As we all 
;;now, t he:;:-e is a job to be done here and 
e:C)erienced men are needed. Howeve1·, a 
tov_r i n Vietnam also offers golden op­
portnni ties that 11ill bene..'.'it you from 
fj_nanc:1.al and career standpoints. 

For example, have yo cc ever given any 
t '1ot•.gllt as to how much adc:i tionaJ. money 
yml can nake and save wi1ile in Vietnam? 

Hr st off, all :Jay and allowances for 
enlisted men are ta}:-free. Just add 
yov.r 1r.i t hholdi,1g taxes to your ta::e-home 
pay and y'O'U ca11 see ho1-1 mt•.ch additional 
illQn ey you will have. 

That I s just a start. Ad& the e)..1:ras. 
Depending upon your r8.nlc, you will re­
ceive 8.11 additional 1j[S to (;;22. 50 a month 
foreign-dtlty pay. The.t I s tax-free. 
:rostile-fire pay will add another ~65 a 
mohth to your ,aycheck, again tax-free. 

Wl1at other benefits does the man in 
Vietnam get? 

Hell, t'.:ere is free postage and up to 
seven days of RL':_'l for every 12 months 
of serv:i.ce, For this Rill, the Anny 
flies yo,.l, free of charce, to such 
loc '""tions as :iong I,ong, Dangkok, Singa­
po:-e, Australia and Hawaii. You may 
also go on a three day R..".R within Viet­
nam. 

When your one-year tonr of duty is 
over. in Vietnam, and if yo1.i deci<le to 
extend in t!1e country for on addi tio,1al 
six months you will be given 30 days 

• I • l , . f 
of non-char~eahle leave, 111c ucung ree 

rovnd-trip 
J.J.:y poin t 
sele ct. 

transportation 
in the free 1-1orld 

to almo st 
that ; yot' 

Foi· th e 
t end his 

man who doe s not want to e=:­
tot,r in Vi etnar,1, there are 

op;JOr tuni ties. 
'l' owcrd- ·che end of a Vietnam tm,r, any 

enlist ed person, regardle ss of pay grrr e 
may r eenlist for the CONU8 Statio- ' 
c\1o j_ce 01Jt ion. TI1is assnres a or:: ye ar 
stab:i. J.i zecl. tour at t '.: e state side station 
~rou er.co se. It is nor mally open only ·: o 
e,::1.i ct ec, men i n grades E-1 tl1rough : } S. 
In Vietnam it i s open to ever yone 1·e­
ga1·c'.l ess of grade. 

T:1e Over se a Are a-of-Choice option i s 
anot her reenlistment oppo1·tur_tty- cp:,i1 t o 
enlistee' . en in Vietnam, I t j_? 13.v:-, .l-
able to men in grade E--6 or be2..c • :i. th 
out regard to nwnber o:~ years rvice 
co·:pleted. , 

A t hird option for whi(',h t he V" et nam­
based ·enlisted ma11 is P.J.~ ~i ;Jlv is ':be 
d1--:i..J.l· ser::;eant reenl istme11t ·::;_y, • ,""'I, It 
offers a stabilized tour oi: ff.: · ,_t;-' at 
a s t .;tGsi de trainin:; cente r '.)f -!:'."' • :;r I s 
choj_ ce. (}".lalifierl NCO 1 s and $;_:iec.:'.C-:L:.st s 
in grades Er!, t hr ough :&-7 C<ln rconlist 
f o1· t :1is dP.t:)' i,hi le in Vi etnam or any 
ot:1 er lmaccompanierl short-t our a :::-e a . A 
'uiG acvanta:-£e of b e driE sergeant pro­
grt.m 5.s th at a man czi1 be promoted from 
E-5 to :C-6 without regard to ti.me i n 
grade 01· s ervice. filig:i ;Jility lists for 
t his f e st promotion opportunity arc made 
v:,:- -~··om tI1ose drill s er geants with four 
r"on·~--;:; of outsto.:1ding perforrnance. 

1-/e hav::, ~dt15. tional informt1tion on th ~ 
subject and w~ will be deli ghted to c1 ; 

. cus s it 1d.t l1 you . 
I:o::,e t)1is coh,_TJU, h a s been helpft'.l t o 

you. For complete det ails as. t o ho\l ~•au 
c rn reenlist in Vietnam or t o obt .:.in 
information about ot i10r options see ~'OtT 
career counselor tod ay - Don 1t wa:I. t. 
CalJ. :BalC:y 1 '7 or EB now. Secure yotu­
f uttcre . St ay Amy. 

.i.1:1. m1esUons co,1ce rni nc reenlis~11ent 
s:,ou.ld - be direct,,d to t he ca:r:)er 
comselor, Call 13altly 17 /€5)· or ' :)y 
the Brigade S1 • 
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LZ ROSS-Elements of th e 196t'.1 I nf antr y 

.3rig,0 de are 'poised for a swee p thr ough 
e. mmrnte.inous triangle in the Central 
Lm1~_2nds , a focu.s of i ntense fi ghtL1g 
s i nce the open:i.ng da:,s of t he enemy 
post -Tet offensive , in an effo rt t o 
dr ive the ::vi, from a well- entrenched and 
fo1•tified stron ghold , 

\ 

r ecorrna5_ ssance discl osed enemy rocket 
a;1d nortar positions i n the mr·•ntains 
e c.st and west of Tien , -., .-,oc , 

-:e,-,ted fight i ng by the 3/21 l c.LJt ueek 
i ,1 t :,e ;sl ateau northeast of the city re­
su.lt ec1. i 11 heavy casualties , 

Tien Plmo c has been the target of one 
of. t'1e most i n t ense NVA atta cks of t he 
,·VJ,./vc post - T:;I' offensive , In the open­
i ng ,-reek of t he offen sive , riVA soldiers 
oven·an a Popular Forces (PF) outpost 
two m:i.les nor th of t he ci T,y an d hel d it 
fox· thr ee days agai'.nst ai r st r ikes and 
PF coi.1.11teratt2.cl:s , Five US Hb.CV ac";-
visor s we:..· e WOi.'l1ded i n t he 

Fi :_;b.ting unse asona bl e r ain s gene r at ed 
by a squaJ.l ov r t he Sout h China Sea and 
h2 r assing sniper fire, the 2nd Bn ., 1st 
I nf ., was airlifted i nto the mountain 
plateau arotmd Tien Pht·.oc, 10 miles 
sot•t\rnest of Tam r_r ~, to l:Je come the fL~r l 
:)iece in the move a gain st t he 3rd I!V.n. 
ili. vision , r eta:e ·be outpost , • 

fi ghting to 

y mi d after no on of the se cond da y, ",:;V;,_ sol dier s- mar ched into and control -
Uire e i nf an try coo panies of 2/1 were in l ed one of the outl yi ng Ti en Phuoc 'ham-
posi tion eas t of Tien Phuo c , sup:JOrted for se veral d ays . At the s ame time 
,J:' two mortar pl atoons a nd a fi el d bat- t::o CIDG camp 500 meters west of Tien 
talion comma;·_d post . p;,,.,_oc c2i:1e unde r heavy raortar f i re, r· ; 

fil~ewhere in t he Americal Division the Grass airfield at the edge o~ 
trian ~le e lements of the ·3rd Bn ., 21st ci t : was cont rolled by NV.-, , 50 c __ 1..~r 
I nf . , and the 1st Bn., 46th ' Inf., sup- ruac:1j ;-1e gu.ns. 
ported by artillery fron 3rd ;:n ,, 82nd At i.Z Prof ess5.onal , five miles south -
Arty., were poised fo r a thr ee- pronged · co.st , soldi e r s of the 1st En ,, 52nd 
push through t he enem:, position s . I nf ., suffored hell-V:' casualties du.r:,.n g 

I ntelli .:,ence reports pl 2.ced three a 11oek of intensive mortar barrages . 
b;,t tal: ens of the 3rd EVA Di vision in Elements of 3/21 duri ng search and 
1-1el l - entrenc'.1e d , fortified concrete clei:r ~)atrol s earlier thi s week re::,ortcd 
bun:cer s on ruoun t e.in slope s througl1ot•.t fi nd::.ng 40 gT aves containing 152 ;,JVA 
the area . Adva~ce partie ~ and a erial bodi e s . 

G1 FILLS //~\ /4 

k~ltif\ko, E,:L~ffiQ(1oo i nto tho 
Chicom grenade as a de ath remedy f or a t ar.gl c of br us h and r ocl·s . 
persistent 11 Ch .0 r ger" fro-, the 196th In- CauEo,t~ly, ears cocked f or t he sligh-
fantry Bri gade recently, but t he GI f!I,-ve t ast sol'l1d , the Americal Di. vision 

- "doc" bac' a l ittle of his m-m l ethal s o."'cd i '3 r i nch0d for· •erd thr ou gh t he br ush 
medicine. f o,.lowed by the r e s t of t l,e patrol. A 

Dt.Ti11g the cl osing days of 0;;-eration f aL 't blood trail [;lf st ened on the sandy 
Fayette Canyon , a patrol of Co . C, 2nd s oil. 
~n., 1st Jnf. , on a search and clear Suddenly t here wes a rus tle i i t'ie 

m ssion, was moving up a mountain slope b:·ush and a smo!-ing Chi com gr enade 
i n i;VJ.-infestea Bas e Are a 11 6, 25 mi 7 e s bolU1 ced at tho pointman I s feet exy.,l ocl.:i.n, 
no:.: t :1Wes t of Tam J:y, Intelb g-en ce r e- h _ ., a meter away . Ch d ooll was onl y 
por t s indj cated a hec1vy con centrat i on of s cratc:i ed by the f ault ;• 6r ena,ie: , 1)l' t hi , 

VA on the 1!'.ou:.1tain top . ql12rry wa::: not so f ortlt'1 tc as he 
The patrol had run out of trail and took him t:nder fire a z;:, i n \./it '1 hi s 

po5.ntman SPL, Dou,:)as Chap)ell (Wampom, . A se arc:·, of the 1-oc;y pr OC:·· coo cu-
Fenn .) \/2.;, castinb abot:t for a ne\1 route mc.nts 2ho1:i ng t;10 orcr7 ::::oll1i.:r hod bee 
of advance whe; • he spotted an !'V,-. at the an ' Vb. d octo:c ,r:i.th ov ~r C.ue orders to r e ­
crest of the rid ge a0ove him. Cha;)pell port to a .1 ei, unit 'n a othe , , ca . Ho 
ene-oged the man ~ th his 11-1 6, wotind.i.ni:; had 11 r..' tE,:, c1 cou·.:iJ. e le.y to long to help 

on·~ •,, s H)I' m,·,di~A.l ·,mi t . 
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-~'~CC RO LEADS TO 
\·,t~~~~ ~~H OARD 

..,z WES'I'-The VC canr;iaign was goin~ in r,z· CTI'!TIR- Follo 'ing a long line of 
high gear. The offices end the candi- deto·,a-:: i:::; cord t:1ey had found in a 
dcte s were listed on the ballots and clearing, a pL: toon of 11Chru·gers" from 
election day was ap_ roaching , the 196t'.-1 Infa,, try Sri Gade unco,·ered a 

Then a co□:)any of "Char gers " from the 1!-cil cc,1cealed enemy 1! '"ons c · '3 re-
196th ! nfantry · igao.e stepped into the centl :·, 12 miles west or Tam Ky, 
act and pron , t :,at politics can be a A pletoo,1 from Co. C, 3rd ]3!,, , 21st 
difficclt road even for t:1e most lmow- Ini:' . , was condnctine a sec.rch J..'1d clear 
led~er.ble campaigi manager . _ mission ,·hen SGT Da•re Olenick (lleirt on, 

i-lhile operating on a search and clear w. va.) o1,served an unusua.1 l ooking 
miss:i.on 32 miles north1 1est of Tam ry, cleari,1 g in tbe mic' st of the triple ca.n-
3ravo Comr-an:,, of 4t::i En ., 31st Inf ., 1tas opy jti:,gle 50 nieters away. 
n ovi;1g over the erect of a knoll w:1en Olenic:c and PFC Joe Eil.i.ff (Paso 
t'.1e:· observed t1'0 FV c:isappeari:1g iuto I:.obles , Calif .) decided to search the 
s ane heavy brus'1 below them , cle~ring . Findi. -~ some detonating eord, 

The Americal lli.vision infru1trymen t'.1e t,,o men fo1J.011ed it to a larrt,e 
opened fire and woundeo. both of tl e boulde:::- . :.-:ehind tho boulder the t\/o 
fleeing enemy. Then a soldier and J..nerical Division infantr:men discovarecl 
trc:c:;er dog from the 48th Scout Do.; t'.1e cache t'.1at featured 10 automatic 
PlO.toon · followed the \'oundeC: pair in to wa"'.pol"s , 
t. e t h:.c 1.: jun:;le gTwth . Platoon Ser- ·_, en notHieC: of the find 2LT Randall 
ge ant Joe A.l'u<2rt (rew Orleens) glanced -·.:-.:.1 (Sar: Jose , Calif ,) moved his pla-
a...'1e .:1d anC: detected a slight figure toon L· to t'.1e area of t_i1e cache and se-t 
c;·o •.chi.,g bohi;1d a bt1s:1 ta::d:1g a di;:-ect u1:> sec1crit·, wlule finishing a search l. 
aim on t'1e unsuspecting dog hanGler , t '.1..; rrea , ·The see;:-c'., flushed out t · , C 

"Ji th a single sweeping moti.o-.... Albert 1rl10 uerc tr~r:i.n~ to escape the area , 
spun a ro ·.J1d enc' sent a deadly spray of The "Chargers 11 e~1ga~ed the enemy kill-
M-1 6 fire i!1 the direction of the enemy in6 ono a...,cl 1-1ound.2r.g- tl10 other, The 1 C· 
instantl ' killins, him . we :ix,1s t hat we;-e i'.Ot'11C: inclti.de<l some of 

A search of the enemy reve aled that he :rica.n , '.':ussian, Frenc:1 and Dri tish 
11as an ,i VA officer uhose mission was to orir;in , 
coordi:1ate an election for the local VC !;1 . •Jerican mortar tube , comnletc with 
O)eratin e: :i,n the .iep Die .:.rea. 'Jase -)~.cite a;.1d t wo si@'lts , al;n:.; wit:1 a 

I n his possession rere VC 'ballots U.S. - cal:i.1Jer . ;O machine gun a11e1_ 2, 000 
listif'S the offj_ ces anc. t.l-ie candidates, rot!.c1(s o? assorted smal' arms a , .. Hion 
alonr \Jc.th election votin~ instructions , were rlso fot'11C. , fr- . 
(f O ,7 ~t# 1-~'~ _· 
.J;~(?'[pf C~@i£ cl2'1(\~1?~v7 

LZ 1CST- The enemy sprang a couple of 
surprises 0.1 a com,<'ny of 11Cher~·ers 11 

frora t ' e 196th Infantry.3rigade , l::u.t 
ended up bein~ fooled t~emsel ves , 

i.ction be 5-an at dusk, 36 miles north­
uest of Tru;i ,:y, uhen a J~i t Carson Scout 
att£.clled t o Co. C, 4th .an., 31st Inf., 
detected four VG at t em,tin::, to evade a t 
a distznce of 400 meters. 

First Lieutenant Jerry Josey ( :2::i.shop­
ville , s.c. ) and several of his men pir­

sued t:1e fleeu·s enem!'• .1.s t he Amc,ical 
Di.v:i.sion i ,•fant;·ymen approe ched a thiclc-
1~· foliated area, SSG ::Zan Gutierrez 
(::in ~·sv:.lle, Texas) was confronted 1rith 
a VC ,~~o popyeC:. up from bebi,nd a ~ush 
1,'i th an A:.:- 47 rifle pointed 'right at 
'.1:i.rn. 

GutieITez qcic~:ly turned t '.1e tables by 
Jtillin~- the VC vi th one burst from his 
l!- 16. In addition to the il.K- 47 1 Charlie 
Company recovereC:. documents the.t in­
dicated t.!le enemy vas a loc6l VC 

guorrille leader . 
s:1ii'ting their att ention to the re­

m-: nine; VG , the 11Chargers 11 cautiously 
ap,:,ro2chcc. a hcclgcro11 . S:•ddenly, SGT 
Tim Pct;;rson . (To,lcc.o , (bio) fired a 
s clvo of '.JL'.llcts at the feet of sar Jack 
Straa:•..;r ( Gr nd 2a:9icls , tiici1 . ) , 

The star tleC: St ra ycr lool-:ed dow:1 and 
s 211 a de;;d enemy soldier l yinl, in a 
spide:.· hol-, ri gl:t at his feet . Peterson 
h e .. the s::s rifl e muzzle • incl1~ng 
o"J.i: o_ -~ e ground just in time t(? save 
St r aayer I s life . Just then a fo:i rd vr. 
boltec:1. from the rus;'os attempting 
ew:de. :· e \JM brou:;;ht do ,n by a · . -
of i!-1 6 fj_;:-e . 

Lat~r ti t eve1~~g on a co, on end 
sc2rch o·•JOrat10:. n a small hamlet , 
Chc.rli e c~~D3.'1Y !d L:iJ Oi,C \'C and c. :..,_ 
t ti.r-c". 1:.not:-~ , The nc• • rger 11 t'- it elso 
ca1:1ti.:· ·c~ "" AIC-5•J rifle, scvcr.::l 8.~mm 
mort .. ro1:~c:s, tuo c· : co, {;r-:nadcs and 
sev-- 21 rnc-g .. zincs c,f Jr.K-47 Bllll:Wli tion, 
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LZ H:!:ST- El.ements of the 196th Infant ry 
Srigade uncovered a large bamboo en­
closed prisoner of wa,:- comp where cap-­
tu.reel Vietnamese ?op1.~1ar Forces had been 
shackled in a manner reminiscent of 
Puritan:i.c lfo r Eng.land. 

T:1e prison wz.s located in dense jun().e 
36 miles nort·, west of Tam Ky. Actin~ on 
intelligence reports of a prison for 
PF 1 s captured by enemy forces 1 Alpha 
Co;:ipany of 4t'1 Bn ,, 31st Inf . , moved in­
to tl e area 211d i·ecei vcd a heav,· volume 
oi AI,- L,.7 fire . 

Five VC uere detecteC::. evading touard 
an adj a cent ridgeline. L.ipending d2.:dc­
ness prevented. the "Che.r rrers lT fror.1 our-
stlinG the fleein :-; ener.iy. " • 

:&lrl~• t:1e ne..xt moI11i.ng. the Americal 
Di vision unit moved into the suspected 
area and located. the sprai,ling POU crunp, 
The prisonei· cor.ipotmd uas a large bamboo 
:JL0.lc1.ing . It was approx:.i.m:tely 20 feet 
by 35 feet \Ii. th ,!aJ-1.s fashioned from 
poles in a manner resembling bars of a 
cage , 

The prisoners had been l~ept secured at 
m.ght by pJ.acing thei:;:: aii:les i~ notches 
tbat had . been cut at re gular intervals 
in a loni bamboo pole, Another flat 
niece o.i' wood uas placed over the 
prisoner ' s arJd.es to hoid them in place . 

T!1ree. bnrrac::s and a ntchen ind:.cated 
t:1a t a large num'cer of VC/i:V . had oeen 
in con trol of tne caI:J.:) , 11The VC had 
been i n there for years tecause the 
weather hac'. discolored soue of the 
l:Ja:nboo y0le.s in t:1e 1:r.'.ildinGs until t:1ey 
1cere almost bla6: , 11 said 1SG Harold 
Uin:ser (Lav~rno , lfiri_, _) . 

.L.. 

/ 
I !_~ L .---. _ 

/4~ 
''3S--On e c0mpo..,y 0f '~11 o 196th In­

fa. ti-:r . :·: . .;cc1e isn I t st,re ,:bether to 
crc'jt a :,:-ecent i:v.:.. ld.1.Je~1 tn action ·,0 

one of its 01-m infa;1trymr.,1 or to 1e 
sla:'..n ene~y h j.mseli . 

D3lta Conp,:\? 0f 2nd IJn,; 1st .rnf ,, 
was completin:;:; an a.rc1•,ouc :f,_ , -kilometer 
mc.:·cr do1L tho i-1";[."ed sj_('I,., c, ' r-:··.11 8/4.5 , 
25 r.r•.les northwest of Tc>Jll 1 •, and we1·e 
pns::~.ng t'.1e:.iselvC's in on at'c .,.pt to linl~ 
u :• 11i th t'10ir s::.ster Charli <> Comp:ca~- by 
e 2rly afte1~,1ooa , The tro.il 1-ias roqj1, 
t;1e d2:· hot and mu·;;:,y anci t'1e Americcl 
IJ:i. vision outfit was pr etty t ,red. 

Just sho:rt of the f:h,:rl i r :,m;)ruiy 
per::i.ne·cer , _,o::i:1t man "'·" ThoL1, • :oho 
(U.n;.1eB-)olis , _j_nn . ) ,lClticed o. fiE,1.n·e 
stand:;_,1g ::i.n the b1"'\.lsh o:~f to1:1 t :....1.l . 
11i_t first I t 11oug:1t it was a GI , and I 
was so tired I cl.i d;, 1 t nob.ce t i.Jn differ­
e:i ce i'o:..· a moment, 11 sdd ::oho , Then he 
reali zed the man was wearing an :1v .. , vni­
i'or;--10 

~:oho a:1d Vietnamese i nterpreter SCT 
Chu sl1ot'_ted fo 1· t '.1 0 man to come ou.t f r cm 
1,~.s positi on , bt'.t he ti;.rn-3d and ran , 
S'.,edc.i~ t heir pac':s, Yoho and Chu 
c:..·2s:, e0. in to the on,sh r.ft er him, 

--r ea.!:inz out j_nto a small cl 0:tring in 
t,1e j r~_,.,. 7.e a no~.ent lat ;:,r , Yoho t hou:;;:,t 
-- ~ m.n llad c::caped , Then he sau :1im 
· :. ·_,_::, , J .. J::i.n,7 p~·:,ne under a f allen trc.:. , 
The ser ~eo..nt 110.ved his li-1 6 in the NVA I s 
facE; and ordered him ot·.t , 

s::.oulj· the m211 stood up and tl'.:'"- ~o 
f e.ce ::oho . Then he apparently p .c .. ed 
aad grab'.::ed for the pin of a erenade he 
held in his hand. Yo:io fir '3'1 , hitting 
l1j.n in t he chest , but in t:1 e ccbo of hi s 
s;1o t he heard the [:.Tena.de pin pop. The 
ser,:;-ea.>1t jt'.Eped i ,r cove1·, and tne NVA 
cri:rrolac. over on top of t he grenade , 
a 'osoi·bin6 its full blast , 

An e::2Jl]j_na tion a fc11 s bart raoments 
later 110:.1: un1bJ.e to co:1firm jt' -: w:1ich 
had beea the fatal bl , Yoho ;10t or 
t'.1 e ,:VA 1 = o;.m p-enad e. 
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1\T SOI\J 
LZ :l.OSS-Wi th an assist from the 196th 

L1fm1try Br:'.gode , the people of Que Son 
refue,-ee viEage are providin1; themselves 
with some of the frcilities and services 
which help to make community life 
attract:i,ve, 

The 26, COO-member co~nuni. t is pre­
sentl ' eujoyinG the services of new 
ci viliai, and military di spensal'ies and 
a 1 CO- family refugee housing complex, 

These ~:iro j ects for t he villag-e , 1-ihich 
j_s locnted ·20 miles northwest o·f Tan Ky, 
are the direct result of combined ef­
forts of district leaders and "Le :p.on­
naires 11 of 2.r:id En , , 1st Inf. 

The two disµmsaries were recently de­
dicatec.c in ceremonies attended by local 
VietnruJese officials a.,,d representatives 
of the battalion. · Together the build­
-·.ngs present a total of' 26 beds for the 
medica :i.. needs of the villa13.-e , The hous­
inr; t'Ili t , wh:;.d1 will provide ter,1porary 
si1 el ter t o refugee familes until they 
can b:.uld new homes fo1· themselves, was 
a thr;i_ ving comr.mni ty with dozens cr.f 
sl1ot:tL,1; children p1ayi11~ among the 
build.i..nGs a week after it opened , 

1 

oot:1 the dispensaries and "lhe housing 
ti.n its were self- help projects . The 2/1 
Civil Affairs Section provided the 
necessary buildi:lg materials , according 
to bat ta1-ion S-5, 1 ~.T Etlward R. Sui ts 
(Pe~1atine 3ridge , r:'. . Y.), but the actual 
1'0:rk came from· the peopl e themselves , 
mo:1y of them refugees from VC-oontrolled 
re .::,-:i.ons. 

. For the military dispensary, the Civil 
Affairs Section of this Americal Divi­s' on · .,, t co.me up vith hard- to-get lum-
1) 1· , t~_:1, paint a11d screens . PF medics 
Gde:ed the muscle, sweat and skill to 
comp].ete their new 14- bed facility, It 
~- s P..o -r being manned by ei ght PF medics 
and a Que Son Dist rict HA.CV medical ad­
vis er, 

To finance matGrials f or the civilia, 
clispens a.:ry, discarded artillery arnmwu­
tio~1 boxes which in many coses would 
have been t',rown a.way in the battaJ.ion 
cli spos aJ. pi ts 11ere auctioned to the vil­
lR· ·3:r S, 

'.''.1e colorful new gr een Md vhi t e 
:)tlildina on the Que Son r:i~t:.n street is 
o.n e::pc.nsion of an oJ.der dispensvry · -10. 
replaces i:he dirt- floored sl1e<'I. prr .s-
1:-- used as an out-po:tient c::.:i .i::., • '!'he 
new 1-d.1:.g provides a five--;::ed vard, 
clinic, office space .:11d qua: -~ ,rs for an 
on- o.nty nurse, , Total c a:o,."v· ·i; ;r now is 
t en beds , ancl another adc i t .on will be 
built sooi1 for a.dci.it iono.J. s :;,.' ca . 

To insure that the. quclit~- •J f medical 
ce.re i n the vilJ.ace is in 1:ee:•in:-; ui th 
the new quart ors, ten Viet--; ,t:.,c :;1:rses 
receive 0;1 the job trajning tw· ,, a week 
cl.t:ring ~r:;!:O,p 1 s cond·1i.: ced b; _r 1':irk 
,:ni5ard (Pheasnntvtlle , N,J. ) the bat­
ta ion surgeon , 

"':)t.>.e &m now enjoys 11hat is proba'.:lly 
one o:::' t· · e best medi cal p:rog:-~ns fo r a 
t01m of its size in all Vietnam, 11 said 
Sui ts . 

~,1 79 NVA PSY10P · 
f ~:·.-.~~I 

LZ ;;QSS-An element of the 196th In­
fantry Brig2de ,.,as sl'.rprised recently 
when an i•i VA l'Sl'OP team began broadcast­
inG to them from a conc~aJed position 
some 300 rasters from their night la.ager, 
Del ta Compa11y of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf ., 
co,.ina,.'!ded by 1LT James R. Sanders 
(Arvada, Colo.) was providing roaa 
securi t~, alons Provincial Hig;-iua); 5351 
twenty miles northve: t of Tam Ky, when 
the enem!' propaganda team interrupted 
their evening rever1e. 

In :irokeu ::!llgl1si1, the broadcaster::i 
began by reprimandi.nz their amu:;ed atldi­
e:.1ce from the Americal Di vision saying 
they were 11numbe:f ten for killin~ ba::iy­
sans .r and that they wotud be w::.se to 
IIChieu l:!oi to the ilVA. 1• Sl!itching t,1en 

r ~"'- ~'/' ~'j' G· );--.~ ( ," -<' '. ,,....~ 
fl ¾·. ... - . J _, /I 

...,_ 
\ . .'·,~-. ,· ~ 

to Vietnru".eso, tho noisy message urged 
t · I'! company' s suppor ting F:J' /-:F clements 
to "desert, co11€;::eg~te and overthrow t '.1e 
GI I s . ii 

AlJ tho enemy PSlUP operators got .r )T 

t .. cir efforts was a hearty horr gh 
a1d a hail of recon fire . 

The n~:t- eveninc., a platoon of P:::' 1 s 
frora Qt~e Son refug ::e villag'O repor t ed 
contact 1d.tl1 five \Tc , possibly a PSYuP 
teaP.1 anc1 a:,::i<.!I'cntly drun}c i t'1 n:•c­
holiday syiri ts , The enc\) , m:;ct '' s 

· s:1ot~tin:; in Viei:nc 0so 11 :,,o ht !€1 or ', ...:I'" 
end "clear out of ti u ar ..... a f p ""I I a II 

T~1'3 Pl' 1 s , .. Jt:o j L • c. ~ ann.1 • \~ : -c air 
GI cot,ntor.:- r·.s and pr- ''le ")d 't:' .'1ter­
t oinc,s with 1!-79 r oun 
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lZ Bf.I.DY-John Mc Rtdden's job a s an 
aerial observer is t o dete ct enemy 
ground activity• but t he sha rp c rack o f 
,,;so ca liber bullets ripping into t he 
fixed wing aircr aft indicat ed t he enemy 
ha d revers ed the process . 

In the ensuing 30- hour pe;:-iod , 
[.·:cR'<lden scr<-mble d a long in a night­
marish evasion t h a t c ombine d . !>1e 
elements of luck and ing enuity. 

TI1e 27-ye ar-old fir s t lieutenant f rom 
Chicago, climbed into the _little 
Bird Dog and was g l ad t o see his pilo t 
was the same one that took hi.m on his 
first flis ht some 40 mis s ions ag o. It 
was to be the pilots l ast flight. The 
sma ll pla ne a rched into Antenna Valley 
through Dea Le p as s and headed south 
down the t wi s tine; S.1ng Thu Bon !li ve r, 
approxim ately 20 mile s s outh of An I-loi 0 

The cours e of the beautiful s tream 
was . fl\Jllili ar to both lk Ridde n and hli.,;: _ 
pilot• i-'i c R'.dden h ad fol l owe d t he ener.1y 
supply route on other reconn ais s ance 
flights for the 196th Infa ntry Brigade 
in the fl!1lerical Divis ion a re a of ope r .!­
tion. 

Gliding a long 100 feet above the wa t er 
and usin3 the rive r as a guide , the two 
men had spotted nothing unus ua l. Sud­
denly the snap of 3 5-40 rounds from a 
.so c a libe r machine g un broke the 
silence. Uc Ridden knew a t least the 
first burst had hit the p l ane. 

Vlhen the Bird Dog beg an los ing alti­
tude, [.le ft'.dden figured the pilot had 
been hit and managed to r adio a couple 
t.[ay D~,y c alls for help before the air­
cr a ft crashed. The calls went unhe ard. 

The plane er ashed in the wa ter 10- 15 
seconds a fter beiJlg hit. The cabin por­
tion was submerged in the w~ter a long 
with the wing that wa s near the s andy 
bantc of the stream. 

--~ 

"I g ot t ossed around a bit, but just 
g ot scrat ched a littler " said HcRtdden . 
"Fina Hy, I crawled out of the . tit~·;; 
re 2.r windovr. I s•~r f aced fo r a ir t hen 
\•JE:nt unde .neat h t he plane to check out 
t he condib.on of the pj J.c,t ." 

Going unck;: the par t:.<'.l ly exposed wi.-1g 
, . .c d i scover~d tr.e pi:1.ot 
de ad. " \rlhen I surf ,1-.ed for air under-
neat h the wi ng I he r.rd t wo or t ··· ' ,c 

en emy t .::. l king. 1--.. coup le of the!'l 
on t o the wi nz fr om t he banl<o 
mot:i.on l e ss as t l,ey w,.lked above 

·.ped 
, a.yed 
me and 

t hen l ef t about 10 minute s later," said 
Ec Rl.dden . 

Ev i den t ly feeling sure t h2.t a ll occuP­
.:.nts of t he St'lc.11 cr aft were de ad, the 
eneny sold i e r s voices be <,ame weaker z.s 
ti1ey 1·,alke d ,.1•1ay. 

!".hen I thoug !1t the y were gone I 
cr&wled out of the wi'..t e r and ,1p on th~ 
b anl;-,/ ' s a id the lie l'~ ---.-"-, tc ' qu ickly 
s u:..·,,eyed the area nn, i spotteC: ·o- - :Jbout 
7 5 meters :i.way on the b <'-nlc of the river, 
It VJ<'.S approximat e ly the s'1me area 11e 
had r e ceived the machine g un fire from. " 

~ic Ridden fir ed .bis 0 45 c a l iber . pis >;❖l 
a t t hem and r aced off in t he oppos ite 
di re.:li:ion . from.. the eencmy. The enemy 
disappear ed. " I figured they were going 
to get some mor e people or report wha t 
ha d happened . " 

J.ic thdden moved off to the east in the 
high e l ephant grass . TI1e surroundint; 
rice p2.ddy a r e ~- h r..d a few small bootch.::s 
but t he lie utenan t never saw any pe .l.:: 
in the v i c inity •. "The peo-_) l C m::cy i1av.:: 
~ ratt e r ed wil.::n they sr.w th' r,lane 1'l :'.S 

3 oing to crash~" he s <'-::d. 
ri ov i ng s l owly throu~h the eight for : 

high e l ephant grass, ~:cRtdclen look l l\t 
his w2.tch a nd re::clized s-.;v ral l , s of 
d2.ylir;ht r em::iinedc Suddenly he !,cc.rd 
them comine . B:0111 the sound of thei. r 
v oic es , I-ka-.<lcl. --, ·s l imatc-d there, WCI.I! 

( Conti ,111.ed on Page 1J) 
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. ( Con tinv.ed .. from Pa :;e J4 
six to eight enemy col!Uilg t_owards him in 
two sep=xate elements. 

"I fi gured they would come, n said the 
aerial otserver , 11 They were ta.lds1g pot 
shots through t he high grass--a kind of 
r econ by fire I guess, I just st ayed 
l ow until they gave up the seexch . 11 

· McFadden wait ed until l ater in the 
a:-:'ternoon t ~1 en moved baci: further into 
the thick elephant grass. ''I couldn 't 
see too wel:!., but in midafternoon I 
lieard and s ootted several. aircr aft fly­
i,1g overhe~d-I figured they were pro­
babl y looking for me, but I didn 1t want 
to give my position away , 11 

Ee st vyed in tbe elephant gras s the 
rest of the n:' ght , plotting what he 
\Jould d o at first daylight . :;is water · · 
was go,1e and he knew that he had to ta.;e 
a position where he could be observed 
fro r,1 the air. 

"When the enemy gave up in the after­
noon I fi gured they wouldn I t be bac~, 11 

e,:plained HcFadden. The ii.rea was excep­
tionally quiet at night and any movement 
through the hi gh grass 11wocld be easy t o 
detect, n 

tlext morning the aerial observer push­
ed on through the vegetation until he 
found a plateau of elephant grass with a 
lar re boulder sUcld.ng out conspicuov.sly, 

"Everytime a · plane would fly over, I 1d 
je..'llp on tbe ro~ and start . waving, 11 said 
McFadden, In t he early afternoon a bird 
dog spotted the lieutenant waving his 
arms. In the next five to ten minutes 
there ue::-e five planes il'l the areu. 

Commander LTC Ro'bert B. Longino, of 
the 4th Bn,, 31st Inf,, arrived in his 
command and control helicopter to pick 
up l!cFadden. 

n'l'he first thiJ'lg he asked me as I 
boerded the chopper vas 1illy didn't I 
shave?, n laughod the relieved aerial· 
observer. 

i / I 

IVE GOT 
c·- ,,✓ E 01\J 

' ·, \ \ 

MY ·· BACr<. 
LZ WEST-A soldier from the 196th In­

fantry Brigade just bP,:-ely camr od on 
top recently in a fier ce night i , .e life 
and death strc1.ggle wi ·i:.h two NVA sappers 
at this mo1.U1tainous fire support base , 

Sergr ent Steve Hartin from Co. C, 4th 
Bn,, 31st I nf ., wa s ste:tioned on th e 
bun.\:e1·1ine when LZ West came under 
attack by an estimated ·platoon ' s ize 
fo1·ce of ;:vA. 

The l1VA were attemptinc; to infiltrate 
the perimeter at various points with the 
ultimate coal of destroying strate ~ic 
t:::.r3~t s with satchel charges !l1 d rocket 
pro!'elle d grenades , . 

J.lm·tin 1 s bunlcer uas hit by a Chi com 
grenade 1rhich exploded , but did little 
more than j olt the AmericaJ. Division 
.•u ... :i.crs inside , :o.ishing from his 
position, Martin proce eded along the 
dark bun.';erline to chec1, on the otl· r 
memoers of his s quad , 

As ho mwie his way through tho· 1,>i tch­
blacl, ni jl t a fi gur e jUlllr,ed OT' top of 
him , The yoting Californian arid a power ­
ful llVA soldier were locke d in hand t o 
hand combat . 

sP,\. Larry Tabor (P1.u.aski, Va.) eme r ged 
from a nearby bpn.1::er at this time , · 1'I'he 
first thing I heard was SGT Hartin yell­
i ng, 1 Tabor , I've g_ot one on my bac!,, 1 n 

said Tabor , "When I got there , SGr 
M~.rtin we.s struggling ·,:.;.th tht ·A on 
the gro1,11.·,d , Another N"i~"- had come v.p be­
hind He.rtin and was stabbing him with a 
knife in the neck and shoulder. 

"I shot tho r,uy uith the lrnif e and 
then Martin rolled off the other iiVA and 
I shot him too , 11 said Tabor. 

The ene1:1y were apparently trying to 
reach a ~1.ttery of 1 55= howitzers and 
an anununition storage point which were 
located directly behind the sector of 
t ho 'iJElrir.letor defended by Hartin I s squad , 
A total of ei ght l:VA were ki llod durin ~ 
the course of the action and Oi1e was 
captured. 

An AX-50 rifle , two RPG launchers with 
n:'P"rous rotmds, satchel charges and 
c:1icom grenades were discovered. 

Several hlood trails l'ero found load 
ing away from the pe rirootor, indica•' 
that a munoor of t!10 cmemy had 
wo1mded in a futi1o at tempt to pem G.cat J 

t,1e oorirncter, A1Jpa1·ently t:1ey fled 
from t.''e 5.ntcnso Aroeric:m Yeapons fire, 
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L ROSS-In i ntensi ve da - l ong fi(;;bting all tl,ree compa..-:ies were in contact . 
which contin ted late into the ni ght , Gl,.;1shi,s and artHlery mi ssions pound 
elements of the 196th I nfantry Bri~ade e1 eruy tartets throu ghout the d o~•• 
hammer ed at heavily fortified rVA posi- \.lith the objective of taking Hill 187 
t i ons recen t.1-y in the mol'ntains 10 miles to establish a new mort:::r position and 
so 1th •es t of '!'am Ky . field comaand post , ~lta Comp<iny, unde::-

The battl e s aw repe :::.ted clashes be- ·''•c co1ill'!1211d of 1LT James R. Sanders 
t ween t he h.Illerical Division infantrymen (,-1-·Jacl.a, Colo , ) fou g:i t through fortified 
and troops of the 3rd !-.VA Di vision en- :-V-l bun:~ers to ot te.::. :1 the s'..'!illlli t in 12· e 
treuched in well-carnoufla3-ed, concr ete a-Cteruoon, EnE'!lly t:-oops shoi.ed t'· r 
1:u.':.~ers , t one point, enemy elements uJ.sple&csure , i.th a steady barrF Jf 
;:s ed flashing red strobe lig'.1ts in an mortar cl!ld reeo:i.less rifle fire i r,.o The 
unsuccessful at tempt to confuse niebt 
medevac helicopter extractious . 

The .:.ction was the l atest p:iase of 
fi£bting around the beleaguered vi.llage 
of Tien Phuoc , scene of a see- saw strug-
2:l e since the opemng wee': of the post ­
Tet offensi v-e wb en ~,v:' uni t s overran 
and controlled a Popular Forces (FF) 
Otltpost and an out.lying hamlet of the 
viD.cs_e . 

Elements of the 3rd Bn . , 21st Inf., 
and 1 st Bn ., 52nd I nf ., ss.11 e:;..ri:ensi ve 
fightins in the ai·ea the previous week. 
A CIDG car.ip at Tien Phuoc had been under 
daily mortar attack , and for a time , i"VA 
machi ne eun f ire controUed the villa.:,-e 
airstrip . 

I n telli e-ence indicated thr ee bat-
talions of t he 3rd l'VA Div., in stro:igly 
f rtified positions i n the mOlli,tains to 
the east of th e village . Aerial p,:.oto 
reconnaissance r epo r ted ene1,iy r oc1:et ll,!1d 
r.iortar positions arotmd the villar,e , and 
anti- a:i.re1•:-f't fire was being ei1cotmtered 
from a half-doze11 locat i ons , 

11Le s:i-o.ma ires " of the 2nd Bn,, 1st 
I:nf., 1Tere airlift ed i nto the motm tai;1 
pl.:tea1l early in the week to join t he 
other elements in pushing a cou.:ater- of­
fensi ve deep i n to the enemy stronghold . 
Three i ri_fa;:.tr :' cor.ipanies took to the 
mot!:.1tains uhile headquarters personnel 
a.,cl mortar platoons fortified a fieJ_d CP 
in the Tien Phuoc Dis t rict Headquarters 
:,ulding, 

'.-!eav~• contact be ::;-2:n e:-rly on the t:u1·d 
C:av when Al--:tia Com'.Je,;1y came under in­
tense antorn~:tic w~ ·:xms fire mov:i.ne out 
from their nigi'1t lati ger. Withi n mindes 

h:i.lltop position 
l<"':rie,1c'.ly casua:. t5.es motmtcd. as Alpha 

o.nd Ch::.rlie Co:.pan ies found t hemsehes 
Sllrro~mded and 1r:.ahle to move , Five 
helicoptro·s took hi ts during medevac end 
rest:p:;il:,, flights in to the bat tle , 

t noo:1 , the COllll",and and contro]. ship 
of 2/1 bat talion co,.ir.1a.n.der, :i.,TC S:i_,,clair 
1, 'ielne:;:- (Reno , Nev , ) came w · · in­
tense automatic we,. J0:1s fi_ w:1ile 
making an att($llpt to :·~supply a=::.it­
ion to t'.1e surroended companies . The 
crew cl1ief of the s,'1i·) was wounded and 
r etu:-ed to the Tien Ph1.1oc CIDG cam) for 
mel'icS.l attention . 

A second resnonlv and teDE,'VtC atte:.'llpt 
i I! the early aft~~;1~on was successful in 
S!Jite of continued automati c weapons 
fire . 

'./it,, night fall , a fe11 r.1omEJI1ts of con­
fusion resnltecl. 11'1en De].ta Company, no11 
securely dtig in Qtop Hill 187, turned on 
a n ashin::; red strobe li;ht to gtlide in 
a ;c:nEV--C choP"er , ithi•1 a few ht1.11drel1 

meters of t,1eir position , t ,Jo othm· 
:'-=. ·,+s 0e'-,an ,.r.i.n!dn c-- in th~ dar'.::ness . 

The i,;:.;:;n~i.C piJ.ot quickly determined 
t he correct light , however , and lift, 
the 1!ounded sol di er out ,11. t:,out fw··' · 
difficult y, ArtiJ.ler;r was fired c - -e 
t wo 00_,us si:;;nals , 

"T:1 e ,·.'VA aromd '.ill 1C7 a.r0 fight.i.n.:, 
from 2. \•ell- estabJ..ished bsse 1.r.i. th e.ri­
oufla;ed , clug- in positions and overhead 
cover , 11 s 2j.d L C J;elner after ti1e da:" s 
fi ,zhting. 11'.I'he.:· arc ,•ell- trained troo: 
1-ri tl, ,:;ood eqrlipi-nent, Md for the tiu1e 
bei:.e: t:iey havo the r.dva'1 to.g'- of posit­
i 01, . Ho nre definitely Ii.:,h.ti·~g in 
their tc:rri tory, 11 
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LZ C~TE."'-1-lhen tpe .trail end ed be- A s'0 or t bu.tst of H- 16 fir e brought down 
cause of t hick ovGr hanc,ing .junsJ.e growth a Ve who w:is .attempting to es.cape. 
a platoon of 11Cha,rgers II from t he 196th \lhilc r eloading his ws:apon two more 
Infantry ri gade low ..:rawled, .. themselves VC, t heir weapons dr.awn, came ··ushing 
into an enemy base c Dmp end plenty of tow~r ds · Groen. '.Pl'ct0•m ·, lead , 1LT 
action ; '. Laur ence Mcl'.am::i..ra (Fs.ii-fax, Va . ) ~:?9tted 

The 2nd platoon of Co. A, 3rd Bn ,, t he enemy-\ihee l ed hi s l!- 16 around and 
21st Inf., was on a se ar c'.c · and clear ;:i llod thorn before they got ·t .o Green . · 
·o, ~rat'ibn, 11 miles northwest of Tarn Ky. · llThis · s nt t:1em scrambling everywl1e ro ~ ,, 
The~ - previous d ay they had evacuat ed s (lid Green . . As they a~rbachcd a tunnel ·· -. 
sever al det_ainees from a honlet . After · a coi.i·)'.1.o of . infantrymen hoard a · . .noj_ so· 
i::iterrogat i on by the batta lion ·i n t el- above tho c: i-omy position, t~r.e,f a fa~, . 
li gence section, a Viet namese woman :;ave g:.·611r'Cl01: .on top and killed t'i-10-mor e VC ., 
t e loce.t:i_on of an unknown size enemy ' A si:i'pcrato Glemont of th,e p}ailoon, in 
force . . · · t ho mea..,time , was sent to follow- _t he 

Th e Americal Di vision unit was now ~dt°!iso of the st r eam . They r an · i'nto 
petrollin g tbe probable ;tocation~-the ti1r ,::e VC t r y:i.ng to escape . Two of the 
same area they had made enemy con tact en Clll~r u~r e . killed b~r a sol vo :of 11- 16 -. 
t '.~e d ay before. - fi ,ro . The r emaining VG W8.S captur ed, and 

Blue Ghost · ·gunshi ps from F -·Troop, 8th bro1..~1f:.t ·-bacl: to tl1e t:ost of the platoon . 
Gav., assisted them by rocketing ,the - ,on.tenant l\&'sllllara -was searching fo r 
locc.tion before the :,latoon moved i n to enm y pos i t :'_')rls when he found a lar~ 
the vicin:i.ty, . - ·· t-tmna.l co::1plox . "I was r eaching do1 11 

Tne 11Gbarger1t' .platoon filed dmdl tho and pulling ou t a VG when I saw he ' ::i · 
trail thrt was' ' flanked w:i.th .triple can- a grenade \Ii.th . t he pin _pulled, n __ i d 
opy jw1gle vegetation. _When t h~y cotu.d McNamar a . "I · sho ved hi:m back in tho 
go no further be9at!.5e of .. the. he.av:, grow- hol0 c.nd, holler ed i gren~e ', 11 s aid 1LT 
th the men began search:).nt .~o'r a way ·to l!cNa.mm-a , 
contim..te. Th e hl.:i'st of tho grenade in the tunnel 
' The po:i.nt element ·d:i.scovered : a ·narrow ld l l cc'. thre e. mor e of the ~n·emy. After a 
path 11hich wc.s so overgr!=)W!l w:~ th0 j_un_gle t horot~g'.1 socrch of , i;h.e· ~amp' .. ; the lead 
ver;;eto>t5.on that the men hac! to _low · elemen t of the p;,.atoon · po1fm '. c'r ewling 
crawl. After crawling 5O·_ ,uct_ers, poi nt . bac!.: dO\•m t :, e srwe pa ~h_ that . had led 
man SP4 Torry Gr, en (Springf-ield, Va.) t hem to the bcsc' .. G~P• . 
he2rd what be thought was running water. ··· Suddenl y,_ t ho"s.·:.fiound of qclek - rement 

?loving forward a small distance Green j_n the t:ii c1; j ungle __ . front ' the 
camG to the source of tho noi s0--a platoon w.::. s s-:: o~d-M:i. th a qui cl< ro con­
laree water falls. Next to t :1 0 · stream i::taissance by fire. ' Checkj.ng · the ar ea 
was ~- enemy base camp. The camp was tho 11Charger" elemoi:i t _ discov.ercd a de.lid 
e:.1:remcl::r uell camouflaged and uas ring- VG medic, · , ..-
ed \lit'- figbtin.g !)Ositions end lookout Doctun~ts fm,n d in -~1;h1?· deoo. medi c 's_ 
posts. s.1ir't 'po-ckot lis t ed · t he VG ,-i .o wer e 

As Gz:eon looked over the appe.l'.el).tly Eictive 'in t o nreo b~, nruno , 
abandoned enemy ,ositions, he spotted · -After the 11Gharecr1l_, 'ulu.t I s visit, 
movement in fiQ!ile rushes near a tunnel. -eleven ne.mes coul d be scf-,l ched off th 

- ' active list. 

·, . 
. , 

.,. ' 
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F 'D.CCP 17th CAV 

B:'.ONZ:E ST AR 
SGT John Berbardo 
SGT Larry Sanders 
33T Jame·s Daly 
33T Joseph Schaffer 
SP5 Lee Kujal'la -

&-UdY CQ.!M.Bl'ElATI l'I M.BDAL 
SF5 James Green 
SP4 Joseph Maldonado 
SP4 Arnold Goffey 
SP4 ~obert Snow 
SP4 Tobµlly Smith 
SP4 Gerald Skipton 
SP4 r!ichael Beohner 
SP4 David !·lackly 

3rd BN., 82nd i-.. <.TY. 

SILV.i.TI STA.<. 
I.TC Edward Peloquin 

B?,CNZ.3 STAR 
lLT D_e an Crosby 
1LT &.icharct_ Garza 
ss; Car 1 Berry 
SP6 Alexander .Katten 
SP6 Edward Saito 
SP5 Bert" Barton 
SP5 William Shoch 

SJ:J. loUIDf .r, 
CFI' Kenneth Taylor 
lLT John Oliver 
t-:SG l'lilliam Beamer 
MS'., _ Joseph Thompson 

A.--U'.Y CClil i.BJ.JD/Jim MBD;.I.. · ,.,,,. 
S'.,T ,Harold"°T;eek 

/._..,,t,IY CQ,illBND/.TIOtl l-iEDAL 
S JC Joseph Jones 
ss::; Johnny Porter 
93T Issac Chambers 
S:,T Larry Govine 
s::;T ;.ifred Snith 
SP5 Frank Guerra 
SPS ft"ank Henson 
sPS Jess $eYIJlore 
SPS Dennis Soodergaard 
SPS Bruce ~lallace -­
CPL lobert Heaney 
CfL Terry- Jones 

' ": "'- "- ; I I 
- , -~ - '-!-_J__ ---- -

SP4 Charles Arrington 
SP4 Floyd Beard 
SP4 Paul Brown 
SP4 Vernell Butler 
SP4 l).,;ight Gaylor 
Sp4 Roy Cone :·, 
SP4 James Duncan 
SP4, Ronald Green 
SP4 Charles Lampass o 
$p4 Jerbme -Nelson 
SP4 l.ntonio unez 
SF4 Edwa rd Seiner 
SP4 Eddie Sni1• ... .s 
SP4 Kenneth Wham 
PK: Davis Hall 
P IC Louis Keleman 

PURPLE HBAAT 
CPT fuster Jenkins 
MS3 William Beamer 
Ms:; Joseph . Thompson 
SGT .Robert Semanisin 
33T Robert vA1ite 
SP5 Lawrence Kundinger 
S·P5 James Moss 
SP4 James Chellin 
SP4 Vincent Donini 
SP4 ciaig Green 
P fC Melvin Armstrong 
P IC Richard TI10mas 

3rd EN. 1 21st II-! F!!. 

B.10NZB S'F'i .. ~ 
SIC Ernest Vert _ 
ss:; Ronald .fulker_ 
ss:; Ronald Frances 
S$ Albert Shultz .. 
33T Robert l..shworth 
S'.,T !fed Klaus 
33T John Nonemaker 
SGT James Pierce 
33T Sandy Sykc~ 
SP5 James -~rr1 
SP5 Ignaci~ Escandon 
SP 5 Bernard Lomax 

ii.il.;y CO :I ,BNDi.T IQ~ i i.iw,'.L 

93T Jay Dimond 
s:.T Jame·s Cozzolino 
S}T Paul Gerson 
33T Waddell ling 
33T Fred Hanse:. 

'SGT .Tacl, ~ _;_th 
SP.5 l~~u·1_ ,.i. :'":}~r 
SJ' 5 t•J:1.·~ >. 5--w •-il t aut­
S? 5 T Jr.!lny Ha : n.: ox 
S? 5 Te r ry ?.,ed.ar 
51'5 J ~r":s V 1,-2.r 
SP4 Mi c..hae l ."-n dshaw 
SP4 Je .:Ty Jeni:i ngs 
SP I Ge:cal d ,o Jr e 

"SP4 Jerome Minnich 
SP4 Tuomy \'.1ilson 
SP4 Doug 12.z i•J ol cott 

S$ Paul ~:ena 
SGT Frank t-iul tari 
33T Ke nneth Taft 
SP4 J onny Ashle y 
SP4 J ohn Bullman 
SP4 J e1:ry Conover 
SP4 Herman Crayton 
SP4 Homer Hager 
SP4 Frank Iv arra 
SP4 J.ay l-!eace 
SP4 &lbe r:t Orr 
P .FC John Hi ll 
P IC Sha1:u Johnson 
;2 .FC Leon King 
P.FC Robert 1.:cDoaald 
P.FC David Meer s 
P.FC .9ertnett Mi ller 
PK: Robert Santiag o 
PK: Gary Sche ider 

. 4tb BN,. 7 31st Jnf• 

B.'{.Ci•!ZB STi,R 
SP4 Paul Pannell 

ARMY CC'MMRNDATION MEDAL 
S3T Ronald Iiox:an 
SN John Vlitek 
PfC 1-!.ichael fugarile 

Pill.PLE }IBAA1 
33T ~obert Garten 
SP4 William Jackson 
SP4 Hike ~ooney 
SP4 '.lbomas Saemr.er 
SP4 Jznes "1illir.ns 
SP4 John Woodson 
SP4 Ired Cardaropoli 
P IC Steve Vlilson 
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FQU~tD th,E.L'l~ 1lY. 0!, J 1C~J h,E)-j ~)q,~ 
artillery and thundering air , strike s, a village, 
"Charger" battalion of· t he 19 6th I nfan.:. Every day the CIDG camp was s·1bjected 
try Brigade killed 234 enemy and captlll"- to ro c!:et and mortar a"i:tacks ad l!Vl, 
ed 39 weapons in 21 d :iy:i of heavy action mach).ne ~uns controlled tee ai r s t i p at 
in the rug::;ed mountains surrounding t l1e t 7.mes. 
beseiged Tien Phnoc CIDG Camp. 11 Gimlets" of 3/21 we:re cc.lled into the 

r..epeatedl~' as saulting well fortified area in 211 attempt to r elieve_ t he in-
:iVA positions in the wake of intensive tense enemy pressure and as sumed t he 
weapons fire, all fovr rifle companies m:; ssion of clearing t 1e ontlying i nfe st ­
of 3rd Bn,, 21st ·Inf;, cleared out a ed i·!VA terrain. 
l arge enemy stronghold area-, 10 to 14 1'" P.r part in the operat ion consisted 
miles southwest of Tem ;,y, o:.: ·wo phases, 11 said MAJ" Robert Dougl as 

The infantry battalion was supported (:rr::L paso, Te;,as), the battalion operat -
by the quick re2cting artilleTy nni ts ions officer, "The first part l as+ 1 
from 3rd Bn ,, n2nd Arty of the 196th one we ,1r when · 3/21 made sever? t -

I:rig,,cle and 1st Dn ., 14th Arty,, worl;:;ing t Ects 1-r.i.th elements of t..h e 7th a...k buh 
for the 198th Brigade. bat talions from the 31st iNA Regiment 

1'Flyin,; Red !-Iorsemena of 3/82 had which were operet ini:-; i n platoon and com-
Bravo Battery located atop LZ F.ast pany size elements . 
directly north of the Tien Phuoc ·con- "Phase t , ,o was char acterized by scat-
t rolled f ire zone ( CFZ)and Del ta Ba.tter3r terecl res j_stance !" S small groups of N.t!. 
positioned on LZ Young to the nortbea.st. tried to escape ne area . 11 

Charlie .B,.ttery of 1/14 completed the The firs t day of the operation, tuo 
semicircle of artillery protection from compe.;1i es of 3/21 came into heavy con-

LZ Professional, far to the sontheast, t act . Del ta, c ommanded by Cl"I' ' e]'.Xlen 
In 21 d 2ys these three artillery uni ts Sendobry (,lallingford , ·cnn .), np a 

blasted the enemy with 29,286 r ounds of day patrol base on a small hill 6, 000 
e:cploding pro jectiles and accounted fo r meters directly northea::it of the CHG 
40 structures destroyed, 63 secondary camp air strip. 
e::qJlosio,1s and 96 enemy killed , &udden1 -.,, t he Americal Division unit 

Streal·::ing 1'Hell Eom 11 A-4 J ets from begrn r e ceiving mortar rounds f rom two 
Marine li.ir Grou_:> (MAG-12) and Phonta,n different directions. Along with ex­
F-4 bombers from MiiG-13 (Love fugs) ploding incoming rounds, Dalta ' s posit­
fleu 62 missions. The jets e:::pended ion was :Jeppered by a substantial amount 
400,000 pounds of hi.;h e::qilosive bombs, of sniper fire from a thicl::ly vegetated 
84,000 2Qnm rounds and 500 rounds of lmoll to their front. 
2.75 rocl:et '3 . Delta had two men seriously wounded 

The laree bombers dropped their heavy and 196th Drigade Commander, CC'L 
arsenal sevei' al times extremely close to Frederick J . !'roe sen, ( r:urlington, N.J.) 
the .funeric:n infantry units because of had his com,,and a:id control helicopter 
well positioned enemy blnkers and the l end fo r an immediate dustoff. 
gravity of the friendly tactical situa.. ' ·" l e t he two men wore lifted into t!Je 
tion, c,1op_?er, enem~1 .1ortars not1.nded all a-

Olriilg the opening week of toe enemy romd t'.1e s:•ip. Erigado- cs; , Walter I 
post-Tm' offensiv~MVA -units ovorran and Jone ~ ( Foul:l.ng Gr een, r:r.) was knor' 
controlled a Popilar Forces (PF) outpost out of the helicopter by the concu ~L 1 

(Continued on page 20) 
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of an impacting rouncl . 
The extr2.ctio,-:. of the WOL'llded was con­

p_etecl so q uc.l.,:1
0

- that CS!'! Jones never 
cot 3.ck on t:,.e ,1elicopt :c:r and spent the 
rest of the nijit ass:i.sting tl:e beseiged 
compan:;, . 

co;:, Kroesen rece:i.ved s,1rapneJ. wotmds 
il, his r:'. r,h t thish fro,-:-. one of the ex­
ploding rounc s , 1il1ile t.1-ie ship was get-­
tins re:idy to leave t~ e gTound . 

SP4 Alfred Seamen ( ::ou.;1~stown, Ohio) 
' 1 ad grab:.--ed e.n i- 60 mach:i.negun and rr.ced 
oohind a large boulder to return a heavy 
v ltime of fire at the 1-iell concealed lWA 
force. 

For several hon:rs--du.ring th e course 
of ;·.1<ill" e:ne1·geuc y di:.stoff operations , 
SAam@ co,1tinuecl blaz::.ng a, :ay ,-itil h:i.s 
weayon . The yov.ne specialist took 
charc,e of tl1e unit after the pl etoon 
sergeant a."l.d pl&toon l eade1· were wounded 
dtiring t:,e fire f i ~;l:1t , 

Casualties l:ept motmting, but artil­
lery and air stril~es pounded away re­
lentlessl~- and te2a11 to s o:N:en up the 
enemy positions. 

I:elt a, meanwhile , was gat 1er ing their 
'WOt:nded for the ensuing i'"EDEVAC operat­
ions. T1.'0 ,,ours __ ater , i:: the l ate 
afternoo.1, the artillery and mr stri1:es 
ceased. The i n fantry 1.:ru.t began receiv­
:i.nE deafenin6 li-79 and automatic weapons 
fire a:;ain. 

\!bile every-owe was caring for the 
1:m1nded or returning enemy fire, cPT 
Sendobry and 1LT Zrt.~ce Drat1.dt (Columws , 
o::io) began unloading critic2.lly needed 
a.~'.ili tion frorn resuppl:· s11:\.ys Wlder L 1-
tense euemy opposition. 

As dar1:ness beg211 set tlin :s around the 
rrC::i.mJ.etn co□:);J.l]Y, mortars aemn plumnet­
ed u.;-,on them. The raen used steel :'.)Ots 
and @achetes to dig protecti::ig fo~: 
:1oles. 

nr never thou6ht it uocld be possible 
to dig so fast 1r..th what little we ~adf n 
saicl SGI' Dan ~tes (Paraell, Lo,J. 

..... :-1 .. \ ,~, 
,>-' 

11 J::verybod:· !;:new our situation 1-1as des­
perote, .. ut ire also lcneu the enemy was 
;;;et-t i n::; the hell beat out of them by 
artillery and air strikes ," 

Del ta con tinuecl c;etting mortared dur ­
in6 fo;.1r days of tedious patrolling. A 
reconnaissance ple.toon added strength to 
thefr depleted forcAs , 

!•'.ore tl!an 3, 000 meters to the sot1.th­
west o:c Delta's l ocdion, Bravo led "':Jy 
CPT ArfolT Ballia (San Bernadine , 
r ,-, -" r .), encountered heavy contact with 
a .i.,Tse 1u1l01mm size !J'/_i, unit th2t last ­
ed f-jve d2.ys . 

Pat:::-ol '.L1r: the base area of Hill ~ 
':'rave oe::;an find.i ng ener:iy pc:cl:s ,e 
trc.:.. J. leachng :J.n to a hoot c::i area , As 
the~: aD)roach e1 the small housing 
stn:ct ures , the point element spot t ed 
t\-:o ·,v_;.,,, rt!l1.'lin:s ~.ni;o holes on t l::e side 
o~ t~e :1:i.12. . ,. 

'l',1e :·v,, ·)e!?,'<'n heaving Ch:i.com 15renades 
at t e 3/21 co .. '" any and were promptly 
silencc.>Ci IJ'J retu.rn Ji- 16 fi:-e and H- 26 
c_.re;.ades . 

St!dde::i .. ~· , a vicious crossfj from 
PJ(-L,'; rifles rip:'l6d e. _·oss the 1_'.la.,y , 
I r-t ,edi ete:'..:;, Eravo t ook cover. Three 
men , uovnded during the am,:ush, l!ere 
pulle c'. to safety, 

"G.i.nJ.e·" 11 Comma.TJde r , LTC John Branden­
bi.:rg (Port les, E . H.) was flying in his 
"charJ.ie - charlie" and 1,as notificc'. by 
radi o of t'.1e inj 1.:red men . 

::is pilot !i;uided the s:-;;.p in a swee::, 
of t'1c area teat '.Jr ou,::bt a hail of b.1..1 -
lets fror,1 t.1-ie ener,1y, but no hits . On & 

second attem)t t!1e birrl J.a.nded and t'.1e 
t i1 ree \TOt1.11ded vere loaded aboard . 

An ,{PG rou.,,d landed in front of the 
chop:,er, scncii~:,; large piec,s of shra:>­
nel to~r~.ng t::~'ough the bottom front of 

. ~p . 
'."1~o he:l.:i. co:;:ite,r ,1ade a successful dust­

off ~-n s~'ito o:'.' tho i.:tonso NVA fir( 
poucr. ;-rave movec to t!1c cov0r .,_ 
s t1cll ::; :olJ. :· n m5 d- z.l'te rnoon and c .1.J.ed 

( Oontinned on Paee 21 ) 
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D::.Lt \/E h 
i n air strikes, artillery and Blt1e Ghost 
gu;1s11ips f rolt F Tr p., Bth Gav. 

That night, Bravo laager ed ou the 
lrnoll. The · enemy remained silent 
throu. ::xhont the daxl:nes s , The next niorn­
i DG Bravo moved to the to·p of Hill 2&:) 
ru1d surprisingly encountered no resis­
t?-'lce. 

C'n tr>is same morning, Ali_Xla Company 
led by CPT Thomas Ruffin~, (Pitts1:ur&h) 
1:ege..., en e:.ght da:" s11eep into the a r ea 
wher e :sre.vo had ju.st departed, It ap­
peared the heaviest concentration of r-iVA 
were l ocated in this vicin:: ty. 

T, e y encol'l1te1·ed occasional pockets of 
resista.;.ce on the pat rol. .Peoause of 
sc2.tte~·ed eneny weapons, pacl:s and 
eqt,..i.pment that Alpha found on the sweep 
from the b4se of Rill 2(:$, there was a 
stron::; ?<)ssibiEty the enemy ,,as re­
tred:i.nc; fron the quickly pursuing 
11Gii:llet a company. 

On t::e f\eventh day of Alpha 1 s s,~ep, 
nume1"0us blood trails we:::-e founc1 leading 
off into dense undergrowth. Sctlff mar!;:s 
on the ~rotmd indicated bodies had pro­
ba::J.y been drag•ed awaJ', 

n;-fe were in an unpopulated -lowland 
area," said cPT !luffing, 11and in a two­
da; period we found 40 graves that con­
tained 152 enemy bodies,n 

The dead enemy soldiers had been !cil­
led b~r artillery, air strikes end small 
arms fire dt:ring the rirst seven da:,s of 
fi~tin~. 

"I'he freshl;; dug graves vere camo,1-
fla2,-ec; wi ~'l seconcary jt.m:;;le ::,TOwth-­
t': e:' probabl!' had i ;1tentions on coru . .ig 
bac'~, n said CPT Ruffing. 

Alpha. ld.D.ed six INA, caytured 16 
pa~s cont::-ining wea!)Ons and fotmd 
seven J.:::..-47 rifles, one carbine, one 
shotgu;1, one l!-16 rifle, eight 6om.m 
:o.ortar rounds with charg9s and hmdreds 
of small arms ro~--:nds. 

All four of the 11Gimet n comparlies 
fOl'lld large bun!:er cora:_:ilexes . Bravo 
assaulted and destroyed 15 b\mker posit-

ions on a patrol up Hill 269. 
When t'.,ey received heavy small o.rms 

fire from a l ::1re;e ·.·vA force , Bravo 1, t'.ll­
ed brc.'.~ a.nd called for artillery, mort­
e.r s Gnd ,• ir strikes. 

;,fter t he smo~e cleared from the . o.i.r 
s t ril:e s , the last of the enemy resis t ­
ance we.s lm.oc!~ed out by small arms . ;.,. 
tot .::l ·of 14 :~w. were kEled , i further 
searC:1 of the area uncov 3red two i-i-79 1 s , 
t "0 AK - L,7 1 s , t 110 AK- 44 ' s , one s::s as­
se.;.·_lt rifle and a lare;e numl:er of TIPG 
rol'.D.ds a:., C:. small anns ammo , 

\Tell du~ in p;si tions ,,ere desi311ro to 
hoJ.d off an at tocld.i1 g for ce -from any 
--~-· _ ction , 11I found it very.,r1ard to 1:>e­
lieve t :: 2.t sev:)re.l of the lim!~ers w, _ ·e 
reinforced lri th concr ete, 11 said ' • 
Ballin . 

C12.rlie Company led. by CPT i, . .!.Ee.m 
J)o:;s bac:, (Madison , :" . Y,) fotmd a com-
1)2.11? siz;e en~my bunker comple}:. 

T:1e ci:-.scov ::ir y ce.rae aft er t he L1fantry 
m1H h ad come i1~to heavy corita ct on tte 
fou:.·tll d ny of t l1e Tien Phu.cc operation , : 
The ::V..i. were shootj_ng from seve.rnl posi..: 
tion s on the crest of a h:'..11 . 

110nr Si'lal l anns f ire clidn 1 t seem to 
have too nrue-h of a ne1tralizin ' effect 
on t · e concrete str-..i.ct• ·•;-s , so ;alled 
for t:1e 1 ,)ig boys 1 , n s i d CPT Dv,_t; bach . 

T!1e 11 bi g boys~ m"ant the Har ·.-:e J ets 
and the~r had a devastating _ eff e-ct; 
on the enemy, '.J:1en ' the strikes Pere 
cor.ipleted, Gh2rlie encou.n terro no ooro 
res:. sttnce as the_:- climbed to the top of 
t:, e hill. 

There t)1ey found blin1:ers wi t'.1 firing 
ports on 'i:11ree si ~es. T:15. ck ve getaticn 
prov5.ded wel). concealed posltions for 
t'., e eneray , 

As the oporat:·.0:1 ap,roached o. close , 
several J_El.rt-e s1.'eeps were m~de . 

n:on t,.ct 11as lii:,ht c1:cr5.ng the l'inal 
da:·s of the operation, n said LTC 
"'- -~enbnrg, 11\ie i:G··e nov clen1:i.:1g w:i.t :1 
c. co, ::iletcly d:i.sor::;nnized enemy and 
fot1.:1d on..1.;• scc.ttore '.~ poc!~ets of resiS • 
tance . 
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~01'v1E-_TH1f~G 
LZ RCSS-Turning t he r efuse of a trash 

dt'.l11p into a veritable gold mine would 
seem to 'oo a tale from the pages of a 
child I s book . 

An i ,,dust rious Vietnamese village of 
2 6, 000 refus,-ee ::: and an element of the 
196th Infantr y Bri gade , houever, are 
proving it cen be done , 

With their O\m brand of Yankee inge­
m~it y w1d t he help of 11Legionnaires" of. 
2nd Bn., 1st Inf., th e peopl e of QU.e Son 
refr.gee v:.llage, locatecl. 20 miles north­
wes·; of Tam Ky, are indeed producing 
something from nothing . The something 
is 30 , 000 pi t.sters a month for the vil­
l age ' s refog•e aid fund. The nothing is 
the trash gene rated by this Americ2l 
Di vision fire sup:_:iort base. 

The bat talion reft~se, including a 
consideraole nuJaber of brol~en wooden 
crtillery ammuni tio11 bo;:es , other scrap 
l l'lnbe r and various i terns of potent~al 
u se to t'.1e refugees , was previously dis­
posed of at the FSB dump 01· carried off 
by a :i'.'e11 villagers wi th specific pemis­
sj_on , Bt~t, Que Son Bi.strict Chief CPT 
i' gu yen Cong Chinh saw in the dump an op­
porhc11it y tci :ienefit both the people of 

11is·· village a..,d the American base . He 
:-:.ot the go- ahead for his _project f'rcm 
Battalion Co=ander, . LTC Sinclair L. 
1iel ner (Ileno, Nev,). 

Trash pic!:up on LZ Ros s was ·put • u p-··for·· 
con tract ed bids to Ql.1.e Son civilians • 
Terms or the contract called for a daiJ.y 
trash collection along tl1e Ross bunlcer­
lj ne , supervised by US personnel, and 
auctionin8; of th e col lected ref use in 
qu.e Son . l 'onej' paid by the• contrac'cor 
for t he pickup privilege would go j_nto 

vc SCAVf_NGc RS 

(~l) 
LZ RuSS-1!ith their .supply lines se:r­

i ol'.sl , severed by iJOrabing, illness, and 
desertion , the VC ru,d i;VA are policing 
UJ afte r Am •rical Divi 8ion field com­
panies in an effort to implement t heir 
01,/11 deplet e·.1 supplies, 

An eleme11t of the 196th Infantry 
Bri~ode was recently impressed with the 
persister- ce of a VC scrounging team. 
Delta Com:::any of 2nd Bn,, 1st Inf ., had 
hacked its way up the t'1ic::ly vegetated 
jtmc;le slope of a mount 2in in Antenna 

., Valle~' , 2 5 m: les nort :·,we st of Tarn Ky, 
There was no tr.oil and the hard trel~ 

was slow a..,d tiresome, At tho end of 
the day D:ll ta established a night laaeer 
ne(· r the summit. 

s. spe c:.a :i_ r efugee aid fund , 
'il1e r.ov s ;rstem proved s2tisfactory to 

evo1·ym1e concerned, In one stroke, the 
;,,-&.tt2.lion sol ved it s trash disposal pro­
bl cr•1s , tn e vill agers ga" ned a nr · source 
of building mc'terials, sev8al - ~ugee s 
found employment as coll ect ors on the 
t:.:as,, true., end a fast - growing f und f or 
refu:;ee oid was e stabli shed . The win­
ning oid was 30,000 piasters a month . 

A ;neeti ng at Que Son District Head­
q' i.arters attended b~• CPT Chinh, village 
elders , r cpresentative6 of 2/1 and MAC'! 
adv:i.sers resultdd ' in t he formation of 
the 1't!eloing Refugee People Committee , 11 

c/1 0.r.::;ecJ. ;;i t h st:pervisi on of t he neu 
31..,::00 pi a ster fu.nd , 

At t:1e initial me eting, the cornmi ttoe 
set u· a. table of compensatory benefit 
pa~,ner. ts to refugee war vi ct i ms, In t he 
1·, ·,'s of t he comm:'.t tee PF secretary, 

11 ,'.::, 2.1,,01111t of money for cid to t he re­
fl' ga pe o;:>l e i s 1, 000 piaster s i n t he 
evont of a family dcatl1, 500 pi ast ·s 
for a wot~dcc. person, 1 , 000 p:i · l's 
for a t otally burned house anu :,00 
piast e r s for a partially burned H v:i.ng 
que.rte rs , 11 

I n e.dclitj on to t··e se conpensatory pay­
ments , ·C: · e commi t t ee will f r om time t o 
ti.me d e signate other pro j ects to utilize 
t'.10 almost '~3C0 a mon th .generated b1J the 
tra s·: at LZ Ross . A r.ecent check s '.1owed 
t here \P S almost ,~1,200 in the ft'.l1d 
treast:17 f or refugee aid r .~ ams . 
11Tha t t s really malting ~o,1et l1i n, out of 
not ',.'ng, 11 s~i :-1 MAJ Terry E. Rowe 
( Qnincy, Calif . ) the batt ilion operat ­
ions oEicer , 

i'ioving wi th tho first light of da,m 
tho ;· c;::t morni ng, the company had not 
mov,-x f: ve minutes from their nig,'lt ' pcr­
i 111ctc r uhen they looked back and saw e. 
2, . • of VC poJ.i · ng up aft or them. 

There was nothin&; left bei1ind for th em 
to ta}·e , 1,ut as one infantryman commel" .,,_ · 
ed, "You m,i·e have to :-;:i.vc them c i. 
f o:r tryine , a 

nI don ' t 1::no•.r hou thc;r rzot t'lc;·c," 
::.ai d SP4 Pat1.l ·:o~.f scn ( ~ oq!:lyn , .' . ·.) 
11 ),--t t.:1ey sure nnde it snappy,'' 

A sqnac. of tl10 "Lc ..,i.onnairc 11 co,.1p,ny 
s:!.7 npcr' ',acl: alon::; the trail and bro1;:c 
u·,1 t'., c enemy scav •nc r htmt with a few 
w ).7. ,)_ 1ce,~ !:-79 ronnds, 
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LZ ~OSS-The early Vietnamese morning 
was already bright and OpPressive With 
heat as a UEDEVl,C chopper set down at . a 
196th Infantry Brigade fire support 
~ase and dispatched a small, brown 
figure sporting a white plaster leg cast 
and a pair of crutches. R>urteen-year­
old Vo Duong I or "M.uggsy" as his buddies 
of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf•, call him1 was 
home for Tet. 

The Infantry takes care of its own, 
1-.ugg sy can tell you. The Vietnamese 
youngster was back again after three 
months at the 95th Bvacuation Hoepital 
at Da ~Jang where US ~y doctors per­
formed a series of operations on a 
twisted leg. 1-iuggsy's buddies from 2/1 
s ,,onsored the effort which will soon en­
able him to walk normally ag.iin. 

A representative of the battalion 
picked hl.1!1 up for the short ride back. to 

.Que Son refugee village, 20 miles north­
west of T,-111 Ky in the i4!lerical Division 
area of operation. J.luggsy was visibly 
as eager to get back to his villa~e as 
any SI is to return home. ~ 

Uuggsy joined the . third platoon of 
Bravo Company last Sept.ember after he 
led them to Viet Cong booby traps during 
their road sweeps along Provincial High­
way 53 5 outside Ross. His mother · lived 
in nearby Que S011, and 'his - fa.t.her ·M,11..' 
been !tilled by the vc. 

"You might say he sort of adopted us," 
said lLT iJ.vin t i. Helson (Portland, 
Ore.) third platoon leader at the time 
lluggsy came into the unit. 

He was an eager kid,. ~kinny and awk­
ward hobbling. about on the toes of a 
crippled right foot. H!! wanned quickly 
to the a·ttention of the "Lcg ionaires." 
and followed the platoon in its mov~­
ments up and down the road, humping his 
o\'ln pack, sleeping in night la<i!!;ers and 
eating C-rations given him by his new 
suardians. 

Bravo Canpany in turn put him to wort 
as an honorary Kit carson Scout. Muggsy 
went alont; on patrols, ·helped question 
Vietnamese and made himself a welcomed 
addition to the platoon by fetching 
water and administering massages to 
footweary infantrymen. 

"Bven with that game foot, he could 
keep up with a patrol in the roughest 
terra.in," said JLT Helson. "He used to 
carry more C-rations than any GI wc.uld 
h\lllP•" 

"We real.ly didn '1: know much about hi!!. 

~~c:;)(s~@g 
f amily i" said SP4 Joseph car ilis i 
( Hhites tone, N. Y.) a riflem&n ' with 
Br c>.vo 1 "but after a while, you . dould 
figure he had at least 30 uncles right 
there in the thir d platoon. 

· 1.I uggsy proveo his worth to the platoon 
in other ways, displaying a cool head 
under fire. On the morning of September 
!9th,. S3T Chester BlacJc (Bakersfield, 
(.;.: ; ;.f O ) was dozin~ in his poncho lean-t? 
v:llen the platoon was hit by an . ~IV;, 
probe. Black woke to the crack of JJr 0 
rounds overhead and scrambled for a ' . • :..­
hole. Vlhcn he looked up, Muggsy •::,•.s in 
the ho le beside him offering Black the 
pot r.nd rifle he had forgotten. 

The third platoon absorbed the brunt 
of t he a ttack, sto9ping it short of 
their ':>ei:imeter. In the wake of the 
wi thdr ~wi ng HVi ,, theyi·f ound · the body ·of 
one slain enemy and an /J~47 assault 
wer..pon . 

&avo was back on bunl~erline a ·· .Ross a 
week l ater when Battalio;:i Comma~. : r, L'I;C 
~ober t " Buck" Helson heard of ti1e com­
pany's Vi e tnamese mascot and decided to 
do s oi;iething about him. In recogni ti.on 
of Uuggsy•s courag e and support of the 
GI's, LTC !Ie lson wrapped the boy in one 
of l:is o,-.,n shirts with the oak le.if in­
signia and sent him off to Da 11ang to 
have his f oot cared for. 

?S3 '.Jilli.am J ack (Elizabethtown, Ky•) 
accompanied him to the 95th 'Bvac and re­
turned ~eriodically t o visit and report 
his orogress. In the hospital, Muggsy 
was - havinrl the time of his life. "The 
guys in th; ward loved him," s aid Jaclc, 
"But he was just a little put out when 
t · '- ioctors tool: away his cignrettes." 

Home n3ain 1101·1 , 1-iuggsy has time to 
rest uo from his adventures before r r­
turnin~ to Datrana in 1:icW.,arch wher , ~ 
cast will be cut~ff ~nd he will r _c ., .. :>.Jl 

the use o f hi s cri,,pled foot. 
A few days a f ter returning h0111e , 

MU(;3Sy was bz.ck to the RIB. In ~ smn71 
ceremony at the 2/1 BTOC, LTC Swc1air 
L Ile lner (::l.eno, Nev.) the present bnt­
t;lion canmander , presented t he boy with 
the trnditional Tet eift of new money in 
a brii;htly pr:iinted red envel~pe. In 
this c.ise, 3 1000 piasters contributed by 
the battc:.lion. The t w~ exch.ing smart 
salutes. 

Then, grinnillG bro::dly, t!uggsy took 
off at a f .. st looe 0 n his crutches to­
\'l:lrd the ~t:nkcriine and a reunion with 
his old ')udclies of the tl'rird platoon. 
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U ROSS-The Vietnamese sergeant just 

couldn't figure it out. He had asked 
for an interpreter to help deploy his 
Popular Forces (l: F) platoon about the 
mountaintop Observation Post (OP), but 
the tall soldier approaching him now was 
obviously just another knerican GI. 

The soldier walked over to the miiling 
PF's, flashed a friendly smile and began 
talking. A giggle of delight ran 
through the crowd of Vietnamese and 30 
smiles flashed back. This GI was s eak­
ing their language. 

Interpreter sP5 James Riley (Baltimore 
~:d.) of the 7th PSYOF Battalion was on 
OF Cobra Base, 20 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky, with a PSYCP loudspeaker team com­
posed of one other huerican and three 
Vietnamese to begin a series of dawn-to­
dark broadcasts from the three o~ •s in 
the area. 

:·.latching double takes on Vietnamese 
faces when he speaks to them in their 
own language is nothin new to 1iley. 
ilhen he talks to Vietnamese on the tele­
phone, he has a hard time convincing 
them that he is not Vietnamese himself. 
lietnamese interpreters working with 
~il~y say he speaks the language very 
well and with a Sai~on accent at that. 

The surprl.Sing thing is that Riley 
has had practically no formal training 
in his adopted language. He is almost 
canpletely self-taught. 

Before being assigned last January as 
an assistant interpreter with a PSYOFS 
team attached to the 196th Infantry 
i3r igade, :tiley spent l8 months as a 
su;>ply clerk with USnICCV (US l.rmy In­
ventory Control Center-Vietnam) in 
Saigon. During that time he had plenty 
of exposure to the language fran Viet­
namese clerks and laborers working 
around him. 

" :'lien I first came in country," said 
~iley, "I used to listen to the Viet­
namese talking ·among themselves and 
wonder if any sense could possibly be 
made of what they were saying so fast. 
I decided I'd like to learn te speak 
like that." 

~th his supply duties over for the 
day, Riley found Jlimse~f with a l~t of 
free time on bis hands 111 the even111gs. 
He signed up for an evening eight-wtP.lt 

Vietnamese study class at the local USO. 
Of t he 12 GI •s who started the course , 
only Riley finished. nfter that, it was 
a11 personal app lication studying and 
ta.king advantage of every opportunity 
to use and impr ove what he had already 
·,~ >'!led. 

"All it takes is a little determina-
tion 1 " be said., 

Jim, or "Chiln"--i t means ubir< as 
his Vietnamese friends call him, r --i,;u -:es 
it took him about six months to reach an 
accentable leve l of exoression and an­
othe~ three to read and write the lan­
guage . He still prefers the spoken 
tongue. 

;.ft er eight months in country, the 
l anky specialist took up a p art-time job 
teaching English to Vietname se children 
at the Men Thanh Gia Orphanage outside 
Saigon, a task •vhich ~ · ny 1 ang ·e stu­
dents •·1ith muc;1 more formal training and 
e>..,;ierience would hav.? shied away from. 
It proved to be a mutually educational 
experience for both the children and 
the ir teacher. 

DesDite a year-and- a,...half of study' his 
co-wo~kers ' high evaluation of his a­
bility, 1 iley adoits that he still has a 
lot to learn. " ;·ni~n Vietnamese speak to 
ne," he said , "I und"!rstand pretty well . 
!rut when they spe ak among themselves, i 
becones mor e difficult . I .have to eaveS­
dro_ very closely." 

fur • the ~rican speaker, the Vi et­
namese tones are mos t difficult. 1iley 's 
r .' .: problem with the language is 
lli::.-.lect. He speaks mostly th ,Saigon 
variant and has a good acquaintance wi 
the nort i~e rn. He is quickly r.iakir J 

for a l .:c:t of contuct with the eet, ,r ,.l 
dialect throuc-h his work with this Amer­
ica! Division unit, 

\'lhf\ tever the difficulty thoue h, the 
Vietn2roese renction is always on of 
pleased surprise to find someone in­
terested enou~h to learn their language 
so Welle 

Riley derives great satisfaction frca 
workinE with one of thQ three louct " ak­
er c.nd t:110 movie PS\\:: ,:-.ns . an 
interpreter, I feel I 'n doing nor~ for 
the cause than before, although ~very 
job is important. I think this will 
con tr ibutQ More to en din• the war.'' 
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LZ WEST-Hundreds of refugees are re- Due in the comingmonths. 

turning to the valley site of their A five-man Mob i le Advisor y Team pro-
forme r homes in one of the largest and vided by ii:/,,CV will provide ass istance to 
most signific:ant pacification efforts Vinh in his effort to re-establish GVN 
ever conducted in the I Corps Tactical control in- the, district. The , advisory 
Zone. unit is headed by CFf Stanley 'ti. Brown, 

After an absence of nearly four years, senior advisor for the Hi!?P Due ,., roject. 
the 1:-l.iep Due District Government is The ll: ACV element Ni ll wor 1 closely 
again located on home soil. In 1965 \"lith a liason tea:n fr om 4/31 1v,1ich is 
goverrunent officials of Vietnam (GVN) headed t y &:;T Kenneth Herrmann (Buffal.o) 
were forced to eva,cuate the area in the C)f the 4(.31 Civil Affairs Sec tion. . The 
wake of devastating :terrorist attacks by liaison team has the responsibility of 
VC/NVA forces. · · coordi:1ating the joint efforts of the 

Gradually most of the districts 7,000 196th In f. Bde., MACV and the Govern-
inhabitants were safely relocated in re- ment of Vietnam. 
fugee centers at Tam Ky and Nui Loe Son. Lie utenant Vinh disclosed t hat the 
The district government was forced to f irs t ~hase of t he project c a lls for the 
flee to Tam Ky as well. Now, through cons tr uction of a district headquarters 
the combined efforts of the 196th Infan- in the vicinity of Don An 'village. This 
try Briga_de and !iilitary Assistance headquarters will handle the administra-
Command Vietnam (NACV); the Hiep ~nuc tive business of the Hiep Due Di stdct. 
Government has returned to its ri,-htful .~ r e fugee center will be es tablis hed 
home, some 35 miles northwest of T~ . Ky near the villag e of My Luu t o aid re-

"The restoration of the district ·.r! ing Vietnamese. Other . projects 
headquarters and the re-establishment of ""~t icipated in the coming months in 
G"/N influence in Hiep Due in the middle elude road construction, a s chool an rl 
of a highly publi~ized enemy offensive sma ll hos pital• 
campaign is an emphatic demons tr at ion of bl.ready, twent y-s even G'IN o f L .als 
growing confidence among Vietnamese of- fr om t he vill ages and hamlet s of the 
ficials and aroong the people resettling district are at LZ Karen to assist with 
the area," said cot· Frederick· J, .Kroesen the proposed pro j ects. Officials of 
Jr., (Burlington, N.J.) 196th Brigade MAc°if estimate tha t it will require some 
Commander. e ight to 10 months t o achieve t he desir-

"The new settlers and officials have ed results. 
been wel~aned gfatefully by the popu- ~ l a r ge psychological progr am has been 
lous, those Vietnamese villagers who emp loyed in the ar ea according to cPT 
have eked out a bare subsistance under. Winston S ouzoules (As ul'and, r ass .) of 
Viet Cong harassment for the p·ast few the Brigade Civil J..ff ~ir s Sect · 
years," he said. "Hundreds have already " 'tJe have b"oen remir.u.1.ng the ·ople of 
joined in to help in the construction the Hiep Due Valley of the past nnd the 
efforts and have aslced to be allowed to peaceful existence they had befor.e the 
live in the new hamlets as they are de- enemy came into the area." 
veloped~" 1.'osters showing pictures of a rich 

Serving as the district chief is lLT market olace are being used l'lith the 
N~uyen Due Vinh (AAVN). Vinh ass~ed question- asked " Do you remember the old 
canmand of LZ Karen fran LTC a.obert B. Hieo Due t\arket ?--- \•Jhen were you able to 
Longino, commanding officer of <!-th Bn., ,.et - there last?" Placid and tranquil 
3lst Inf. LZ Karen has been the base of farm scenes are shown with the words 
operations for the elements of 4/31 that "The G'IH will bring peace znd prospcri ty 
have been pacifying the !iiep Due area in to new residents of Hieo Due." 
recent months. -r.._,rhaps the most sign i ficant result 

Securing LZ Karen will be Popular and ha; been the large numb t:r of JC in the 
Regional ibrces (!~F) under the cau.- aret. who have becC'CUe raJlicrs. 
mand of Vinhe These forces Will also i.s, on:: 9f them told a Civi t .,,£fairs 
provide secl.lfity for the large number of , ~c.:pre ter, "we want to feast again 
refugees tllat will be returning to Hiep too." 
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DaNang 0 Cradling the naked body o~ a 
yot:nr, g irl in his arms and administer lllg 
me-'-'~ \t to mouth r esuscitat ion as he , -~; , 
.:. Vietn.:.mese me d ic broke through the 
circle of onlookers and r .:.ced t owaj:d a 
\·11:. i ting choppe r.. As the :::.edc,.:.c ship 
lifted off , he could st ., U . be seen 
throu:;h the door\·1ay bobbin:; i:p and do,·m 
on h ands and knees fo, ci.ng h; breath 
into t he lungs of the .,ying er 

12 '.lOSS-One small naked -✓ietname se 

child stood a..iid· the smouldering ashe s 
and rubble. Tears were streaming dc,,n 
his f ace, but not a sound emanated from 
his t h in, chapped .lj,ps. 

f.l.ready ih his short life he had seen 
other times of de ath and destruction 0 

The pre-dawn VC terrorist attack had 
left a scene of tr ag ic pathos before 
him. 

en a side street of Que Son r e fug~e 
village, 20 miles northwes t of T,m Ky , 
stooped elders and half-clad ch _lll!:~~ 
mourned in unbelieving · silence ove r ~ .. , c 
bodies of family and friends or ambled 
aimlessly through the remains of gutted 
homes. An old man s a lv aged a. broken pot 
and a piece of roofing tin frOl\1 the 
srooulderine debris. 1-l.i.s 1·1ife scooped up 
a pile of rice from the corner . of ~~o 
charred walls. Cver everything, silence 
hung as heavily as the smell of smoke 
and burned flesh. 

i,t the crowded villz.ge dispensary 
nearby, Vietnamese and US medical per­
sonnel worlced feverishly over the wouncl,.. 
ed while at a temporary morgue in one of 
the schools, mourners maintained a final 
vi3il over the dead and carpenters pre­
pared the traditional red and yellow 
coffins. Joss sticlcs and candles burned 
a fragrant, flickering memorial.. His 
emotions hidden behind a ma.Elk of mute 
acce9tance, a lit.~gional lbrces C'lP) ser­
geant Imel t and sifted a mound of fine 
sand to cushion the tiny coffin of his 
three-month-old daaghter. 

Qt the villa&e sqccer field, US Army 
mecSevac helicopters set do11m to rush 
casualtie~ to the 95th JNac Ho$J1itlll. in 

Back i n the vill: ,·c! , Civ ; l i..ffa irs 
rers0:rne l f rom 2nd I:r.- J 1st -~- - , . .:.1e 
1<;,ctt, ,,-ft,try 3 r 2 , a.de a t nea, ·'Y r;- Ro~s 
a-\.2 ".:: it, , :1 /cloth,.·1g and alr .Js t ~ :000 
P~' ·.1,·,;l,, of rice t o victims of the raido 
The vill<l{;e 's re fugee aid ftmd 1 ,se t up 
throurh cooperative eff0r ts of Que Son 
cide,; and 2/1, was fo1 ,·,d to contain 
~l.<'.•)O for relief pro'ject:; . 

in the t wo refugee canps hardest hit, 
blanched f aces 1·1ere opaque with sorrow 
and disbe lie f, but there was no despera­
tion, no surrender. The job of picking 
up t !,e p~ eces had a1.re:idy ccgun. 

l\n· i -:; the pre- dawn ho1,rs r e cently, 
·1 ir->tnamesc c011r.1nn_._ty of 26 ,'()() 

pe pLc 1 •. -:s hit in a li...3i1t '-ii- 1rc t 
rorist ;:;:.id. In the VJ.olenc:e 1·1 hich r 
l0\•1 ct, 3 4 v illagers lost t ,1eir s , 
5 5 civilians and three :t F defendei.., \,'\!re 
wounded ;:nd 86 hooies burned, to t he 
ground. 

!lost of the victims, Many of them 
wooen and children, suffocated in tte. 
narrow confines of undei;c round unk rs 
as terrorists systematically put t:1 10 

blocl:s of thatched-roof h0 1s s t() H;e 
torch

9 
Others 1-., re trr.l)i ~d in the 

flin.sy 1 burning structu~~s. Th urvi­
vors, airc.:<ly rcf1J8eed ,cc fr -con­
tr~llc~ r~~ion~, were 1 cft homcl\'!SS o 

( Continued on page 29 ) 
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_ As th_e pri~ of their terror, the est-
1111ated enemy platoon left 17 VC dead and 
two AK.~41•~ as tlley _attempted to overrUD 
a_hilltop RF fortification north of ,he 
village. The atta-c:k was possibly plan­
ned as a diversion while the refugee 
h001es were being hit. Papers on two of 
the bodies indicated the raid was cai:-­
ried out by an element of the V-11 Com­
pany, 105th Main furce VC Regiment ac­
cording to Que Son District National 
3.olice. 

Quick action of men at a 2/1 Gbserva­
tion Post called Cobra Base was credited 
with averting still another major attack 
against Phu Tho village, five miles east 
of Que Son on Provincial Highway .535

0 

During the early hours after midnight, 
Cobra radar spotted significant movement 
along the ridgeline above the small 
settlement and called in a barrage of 
ai:-tillery and illllllination rounds. In­
telligence later confirmed that the act­
ion proably averted a major att~ck. 

"Que Son was hit because the village 
has been an obvious success•" said 2/1 
Battalion Commander, LTC Sinclair L. 
!,ielner (B.eno, Nev.). "Cnly when a 
pacification progr::m of this type begins 
to show positive results does it becane 
a primary target for VC reprisals." 

In the evaluation of !3attali&n s2, 
CPTJ.obert lletter (fingston, 1-1.Y.), the 
VC apparently hoped to break the .wiUl 
of the people and drive them ba1ik into 
the valley where they could be forced to 
support the 'IC. "Judging by the way the 
refugees are a1r~ady cleaning up and 
putting the pieces back together though," 
he said, "the raid only strengthened 
their resolve to stick it out right 
lllhere they are." 

1@1@@(~ 

U WEST-Not many GI 's can say they 
came to Vietnam and ended up serving in 
Siberia, but that is exactly what •s hap­
pening to a c0111pany of "Chargers" frOlfl 
the 196th Infantry Brig ade . 

Siberia is a strategically import ant 
new tire support base currently being· 
constructed by co. D. 4th an., 31st Inf. 
T 11.: "Polar Bear" Company is being as­
sist~d in the project by an element of 
the 26th Engr. Bn0 , on Hill 165, loc r. t­
ed 38 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

The prim <'-ry function of LZ S .,e, ia 
will be to provide security for the new-

. ly re-e~t ablished Hicp Due District 
Government. Hundreds of r efug ees are 
returning to the Hiep Due District after 
four years absence. They were forced to 
ev 2.cuat e the ar ea in 1965 because of de­
vastating terrorist attacks by · VC,IHVA 
forces. 

Through the combined efforts of 4/31, 
the Milit ary Assistance Command i e tnam 
~iACV ) and the Goveuunent of Vie tnan 
(G1nl), the Hiep Due Government is back. 

"In order to provide adequat e security 
~urin~ this fe-establishment, lZ Siberia 
is being constructed on high ground over 
looking the en t ire area," s aid _LTC 
Aobert B. Longino, 4/31 commander. 

"In addition, the unit occupying 
Siberia provides US furce s the ' oppoct­
unity t o conduct daily joint oper ations 
with .',F and PF forces from Hiep Due Dis­
trict," commented Longino. 

The l anding aone will have one infant­
ry company from 4/31 and an artill ery 
battery from 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. 

The n;::me Siberi:i was chosen by Longino 
be~~use of its great significance in the 
early history of the "Polar Bears." 
August 21, 1918, the 31st Infantry :!. f" . ­
ment l anded in Vladivostok in sout· t­

ern ~ussia to defend the 'trans-Siberian 
~ailroad against ctt ~ck from the various 
military factions t hat Were com~eting 
for power in ~ussia at that time. 

Th~ 3~t Inf.intry distinguished itself 
during the Siberian C3111paign and in 
April of 1920~ the i-merican Expedition­
ary furces were wi thdraWn. fur its ser­
vice in Siberia the 31st Infantry Regi­
ment was n~cd the "Tolar Bear" negi­
ment. \'lithin the ne·, ten ye that 
emble:-1 wi'.S adopted as the official re­
giment.:.! crest. 
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FEAST 
LZ ROSS-Under the protective eye of 

their own governme~~ and the 196th In­
fantry Brigade, the Vietnamese residents 
of Que Son District have been conducting 
elections for their _local government 
positions .. 

The voting is only the first round of 
eiections for the people of this 1arge 
refugee village which is -located 20 
miles northwest of Tam Ky in Quang Nam 
Province. Many elections Will be held 
throughout So~th Vietnam in the next · few 
moriths. ' ' 

To insure a peaceful election, e1e·­
ments of 2nd Bn°', 1st J.nf., ,are operat. 
ing near the polling locations and are 
coordinating. with f.RVN troops to prevent 
infiltration by enemy forces seeking to 
disru,t the self governing process. 

LZ WEST-Increased enemy terrorist at­
t acks , coupled wi th an already acute 
food shortage h,.-i left the people of 
Hiep Du1; Valley s t arving, but elements 
of the !96th Infantry Brig ade are enabl­
ing the Vietni,.r,1ese to feast. again. 

The refugees were collected by GVN 
forces in a recent series of operations 
in ~he vicinity of My Luu and Son :·Hi~p 
villages. 

fur the first time in four years, the 
group of civilians living in the, Hiep 
Dut District is · under the control of 
G;IN p:::otection 0 Most of the people were 
,.st onished to find the GVN had been re­
established in the area. They told of 
VC/NVA terrorism and the atrocities r .a­
mitted in the past several months . 

The food famine WQ.s. :rutde· .. tK)J'Se '-''t VC 
Preparing for the elections, . Bravo 

Ca!\pany, CO!lllll-anded by CPT Richard D. 
Herouz Olatertown, Conn,) moved into • 

, posi'tion around the Que Son l)istrict 

raids~ The enemy r avaged the vill r.ges 
taking what spa1se food was available 
and le·::.ving the p~ople 'starving • . Ameri­
can . elements \1orking in conjunction with 
the G'/Jl in Hiep Due · are providing food 
for the refugees until their usua lly 
productive rice crop is r e ady for har­
vest in two months ., 

- hecl4quiirters. After :two days of provid­
ing outer security, the hnerical Divis­
ion .;, unit moved to the western p~rt of 
the • area for search and clear opera-

a, iendly eletnents' located in ·1.ep , Due 
include a Mobile Advi : ·, .-y Tea.. xn the 
Uil.i : ary A.-; s istance .C0111111ana Vietn21:1 
Oll-DI) and a Civil Affairs H a:;o,;,n te.:o 
froc 4th Bn., 31st Inf. 

-

tions. . 
Sravo was continually harassed with 

5r.1all arms fire and hit and ;un sniper 
attacks. No casualties were sustained 
in the action,'but the local VC found 
themselves short a couple of weapons 
and ·many VC suspects were sent to the 
district headquarters for interrogation 
and possible· rclo~t.ion. 

Focd is air-lifted to lZ K~en several 
tines a week-utilizing helicopters pro­
vided by the klerical Division's 196th 
Infantry Brig::.de and E/·-.Co/. 

First Uentcnant Nguyen Due Vinh 
(A.1VN) chief of foe Heip Due District, 
is acc0r.1panying his troops on daily 

___..:--r--- , operations in the vicinity. He is try-
. G:=-:~ \ --· ing to win sup!)ort for the GVi'l and in-

1\,\· --·-· -~ :.:;:;-~ --- sure that the needs of the refugees are 

w~~-~op/, ~-·~.::~- ~et. 1 , / \ I\ !le locating 11-ll the fomcr , in~Uants , __ ' -- LY~ c- • ~he district within the ·. next few 
~ · { · ·- i , oonths h~ top priority in Ninh's pro-
{·~}-" , ""::.: --- ::t r;":\ grao. r:any of the people are current ·: ,, r ~ .!~ ~ ' located in refu3ee centers in no r- !d 

...._ .J") Jlui Loe Son. r'.) 

~~--J-h~~~ )~~1'4?, Irift(trn~~~ ,ru;r.~ 
~- ~\l.f. cj(S ~ "0 <.;.? 

__ ..,__.-, 

"I WJND!R WAT HE PROMISED 11::aH r.;rs TrnE. ' 

' 



1 . 

May 6, 1969 paee 31 - -·-. --- - ------=--.....:___ 

"IT LOOKS LIKE. F TROOP IS BACK!' 

"THIS PX Tl-lU.G IS • 
GETTIN; our · OF Hi~ •• " . 

"NOW YCU SBB WHY EV :lR YI'HING WE COOK. LOOKS LIKE IT W,_<; sat .. RD Ol'P TH.B W ,LL.'' 
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The 196th Infantry Brigade's John Wayne is departing . Leaving his year-lcng hv111e 
at LZ Baldy, the rice :,addies and rolling mountaies of South Vietnam to trcd ,. ;.ew 
terrain in the form of- the myriad corridors a.nd offices of the Pentagon. Man y !i.c>l'! 

naroed CCL Fteder ick J. Kroes en "our John Wayne . " The ilnalogy is fun, complimentary 1 

:1nd inaccur <'-te . He is the kind of man you consistent ly look up to--not because of 
his impressive heighth--but from sheer respect. 

He is the type of commander that made everybody want to push hard together to 
accomplish a mission and the y always did --but fo r the "old r.ian" and not out o f fe a r. 
COL Kroesen bt,il t his reputation as a great L ,, , ,tnder the most reputable way pos si­
ble--by simply performing his duties--not br ~ging about ilccomplishment s . He never 
ope rated in the flashy manoer of a John V/ayne , but in the cool, calcul<'-ted, method i­
cal way of a confident leader. 

COL Kroesen 's mission contained the utter, st.:rk reality of wounded ilnd aead 
IC11ericans sprinkled occasionally with an award or \)re se nt from grateful Vietnamese 
who knew he made their plight e.:-.sier and successful. The atrics is not a part of 
CCL Kroesen. Still the John ~/il)"!1e comparison exists . t, comm.:.nd sergeant major used 
to say, " He will sir.iply a1ways be 'our' John \fJ:1yne ilnd I thi nk it's a marvelous image 
for a 45-year-old m~,n to have in front of a 19- ye=.r - ol d inf.lntryman out the re in the 
bush." 

COL Kr oesen is a sort of ,~udie Viurphy without movie cre dits . A Babe !luth without 
.i stadil.D!I full of applause. He is the most villuilble p layer in a 1":t:;:ue th ,H · oesn 't 
keep statistics. II. Sums on with ~ o ilitary h2.ircut or a Co.esar wi i.1 no ener A 
c:m supremely confident of his ide:15 nnd the brigade's ilbility to cilrry them out. 

"He turned many ordinary or average office rs in to greilt c ommande rs," said one 
field grade officer. "!'.e gives battalion ccnmanck!rs :1ore latit ude than most br igllde 
!ceders would," he continued. "'Ibey feel he •s ? lacing all his confidence in t hem by 
giving genero.l guidelines for operations and letting them fill in t r.e de tails. He 
works on the old principle of confidence in yourself is c~rried on to the subordin.:i.te 
c01:1111t.nders end they inturn p.:i.ss it on down the chain of coIJ.!112.nd. One brigade commr.nd­
er in the l,merical Division said, "Never le ·~ a roan leave your office 1-ci. thout his nan­
hood." 

/.r.yone that entered the BRIG.:u>B CO!Uf1NDE.1.S OFFICE at LZ Baldy took his manhood 
in with him aod departed with even more. The brigo.de coo.mander in South "/ietn~ fights 
wh~t has becOC1e a cliche; the battle in the fie ld and the struggle for pacification. 
~ commanders have accomplished what COL l~!'o, «~n c!id in his year at the helm of the 
"C:h2r3ers." He f ouaht both wars with o. Cill: , :~ :-vor • The "Charger" commander saw his 
infantrymen cut a s;ath through r.n are.:. of en~y dominated terr .:. in .lnd incre o.se the 
size of a·m control to clear the way for gig:intic pacificiltion efforts. 

(continued on p ilge 33) 
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(continued fr om p2.gc 32) 
Unckr his command , relations with the Vietn .. 1nese offi cia l s and civilians reached 

a new hit::h in r.ip:,,ort and cooper a tion. COL K.roesen be lieves ttiere ar e two methods of 
keepin3 esprit de corps and morale hi gh. One i s tile un i t ' s self- confidence in their 
a bility to accor.i.;, lish the mi ssion. The s e cond technique i s ma!:ing sure t 11e officers 
and i!CO's are lookinJ after the welfare of t heir men. He got an i nner sense of pride 
by visiting field units a nd aslcin~ t hem what outfi t they wer e fr om. When he heard 
"from Delta Company, 3/2 1 sir l" ins t ead of t he :!.96th Infantr y 3rigade or the l.mer ical 
i)ivision--hc knew the small unit pride -- t hat i s so nc cessary--was t 'e re . 

He stressed that commanders pa y close atten ·~ ion to the routine; . "Jus t because 
the men have clean clothes one cl:iy when you visi t t :1C\ll in t he· f .'.el cl docsn ' t ~e an ~llcy 
will next week," he would say. "Thing s won' t r un well be c ause you sit down and wr i te 
the per fect plan or SOP and let it go at t hat 0 " 

To watch him fanning his fist into a p i s t ol pointe r whi l e briefine was one side 
of our John ·,'/ayne. To listen to h:iI!l discus sinc with :1is s taf f at the dinne r table 
different acto::s who have p layed Tarzan in the movies was his othe r sic"e . 

P.e leaves the "Chargers" and eve rybody wil l miss 1im. i,t the l as t ccnmander ' s 
conferE'nce he said wi th a sort of subduec! pride , "The way t his br igade ope r ates 24 
hours a day--seven d a ys a week to accomplish t he mission, I think i t shoul d be c al l ed 
"The ?.elentless Brigade." 

}:aybe ou-c- John Wayne should be called "The ..,_cs::,l ende n t Commander." He shone 
brightly for a yea:: M the Charger c0111mande r 0 '.., •.1ould probab ly be appr opriate t o 
wish hm good luck and success in his new job. Somehow t!-lat seen , unncces silry. No 
one ever wished John ;·Jayne good luck in the mov ies--sornehol"I i t a1ways e nded succcs~ 
fully anyhow. 



' . 
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-~~!~~::::.:,:";~ad. eo; I ~~\J gS]O'oo 
caught t :,e raM vi th a burst from 1 •. • ( Con cinu.ed from page 1 ) 
H-1 6, spinning him across the r oad and --i;re;,ades a t Bavis I bunkcn- . One grenade 
into the smouldering bunker, · ,_~t eJ.j' demolished the door way o:t: the 

From an unseen position , another sap- 0uG.:cr , 11I moved some of my men to 
per flu.i7.g a Chi com grenade i n to his posi b.ons on top of t he bunker and , ,,:; 
:J\.'..Ylker and Doer:t booted i t out th e door. fired do1111 on t he ldrine , 11 said Br·· 
The explosion deafened him, but he held The :·vA died i n a hail of fire v .L :id 
his positi on i ns ide t he doorway . Under the spl:i. ntered l.:lt r ine. 
Doerr' s covering fir e, medic SP4 J ame s Seconds l ater a nearby 10&nm r e coiless 
1r e.iser ( :Tichi ta, Kan,) got the three rifle po si tion t ook a dir ect hit from an 
uotmded men to safet y in the next h.mk- :-:.pc round ~ As 1LT Ro bert Nocarski 
er. ('.:ol yoke , Mas s.) ran into the a;~ea to 

Believing Doerr to be wounded from t he help evacna t e the uotc !ded he stumbled on 
TI.PG explosion, t he machine ~11.,7.ner in an a lifeles s f o rm lying on the .'.,;rot111d, 
ad j acen t twi~ e:r- threw out a hail of pre- Loold n~ do,m he saw the grotesque form 
tecUve fire around the nei @1coring of a dead ilVA soldi er , 
:-JOSi tion. Amid t he smoke a.7.d conf us ion , l!ainous h elped Moca:r" '"). evac :e the 
Doerr watched and prayed . wouncJ.ed , AJ.so i nstrumental in c.,,. tract-

"Cease rire. Alpha I s sweeping the in g the wotmdecl from' ti1e battered posit-
bun!~erline, :r cra&d.ed t he n.di o, and a i on was PFC Ronald Norfleet (Scappoose , 
t em~)Orary hush f ell over the per i meter, Ore . ) , I :,nori ng painft'l shrapnel wounds 
i'e:r-ves were ke e.i7. with t ens j.on , as a he made several trips carrying 1i tters 
squad of inf2.n tr:'!llen wal!:ed d:l-utiously to t'., 0 aid s tation, over 200 meters 
doi,m the per imet er road , eyes probing away , 
every shadow, . All a:i.on g t his sect or of the perimeter 

e .::ploding RPG' s and sporadic 
adding to the evacnation pro-

liov: ng out from t he first bunker, there we ~·c 
Specialists Jackie Clark (t,.ore9-nton AK-L,7 fire 
i! ,C.) a.Yid Lance Hilkene (Uest, N, Y. ~ ½lcms , 
flushed an i-i VA hiding in t he tall grass A medic , SP5 Bill Leander from Sa.Jina , 
i11sic.e the road and &1ot him when he l~ ansas , was asl eep in the aid station 
gre.bbed for a e;renade. when the a.ttac~c was l a ti..7.checl . 11I got a 

At anot:1er position, second i)latoon cal l from the Cl1arli e Cor.,pi:!lly CP sayill.'.:; 
leader 1~.-T Allan Ostrow (Santa Ana,. ti,a t they had a man who was hurt pretty 
Cc.lif.} and SGT Larry Dover (Leoma, L 0

~ , " re.lat ec1 Leander . 
Tenn.) covered each other in an advance "I grabbed a l it ter and toolc off , 
toward the dark sh adows of the dump . str.1·tec. toward t he a,.n!-.:crline end tr · 
SuddenJ_y . . two sappers · appeared ou.t of the wa s when th0 Al< s t arted poppi ng a1-1 

d,:>.rkness 1 one flingin€: a grenade at them. me , I j l'mpcd1 i nto ono bunker- and shined 
Ostrow and I):)ver hit the ground fir i n g. my li::_ht aror'.nd , There wasn ' t a.1ybody 
The grenade was .a dud, but two HVA l ay in t,1ei'C w!10 was wotm:l.ed , rut I heard 
dead in t h e grass. some moaning comic1 :5 fi·om t he next h.m.k-

Dac!: at his bunker, the ringing in er . I st .:. r ted over th er e and the A:C 
Doe1T ts head st~ddenJ.y stop,)ed and he opened up again, 11 said Le8l1dei•. 111 
col'ld hec1r someone shonting, 11Can you cot'ld sco the dirt spr aY).ng up where the 
wal.k'l" 11Snre I can," be hollered back wlle ts uer e hi t t ::.n::; around mc , 11 

and ran out to hu:; medic SP4 Thomas M. Upon r e ac' •ing t he sc.ccrce of the moans , 
Ne.Mahon (Lewiston, Haine). th e AmericaJ. Di.visi on medic founr' ma.n 

l!op up operations continued as the who se l egs lied been be l y injur ·.men 
mornin.:; s\.mli.;l:it broke. Tuo 11P' s notic- an ~~PG round h ed smashed in to his bm.kcr. 
ed an RPG 18.i.'llcher stic~:in,; out from be- "He was bleeding pret ty bad, n 0:>..1llai n­
ne::.th a scrap of plywood in t he dt'l!lp and ed Leander. "I didn 1t have a tot'.rniquot 
uncovered · a very frightened young ilVA so I made one from t he draw string of a 
prisoner. si:ndba.:;. 

In tbe ,,ia!.:e of t:ie pre-daxm attack, IIThci· e ,.,as no 11ay that I cotud 5ct the 
one US artilleryman lay dead and three man out by myself so I yelled for ho.1.p." 
trucks wre b.lrning. The entire NVA Leander's plee. f or hal.p was amwe:·ed 
sapper squad of nine had been killed or b:i' 1LT James Dean (Penn Yan, N. ::.), 
captured along ,Tith bro AK-47' s, two Bl'G Dean re.cod throu[;:1 tho s,aradi c AE f ire 
la.u.-ichers, a dozen rocl:ets a.-id several to1-1 2.rd the solli1d of Leandor 1s voice. 
ba~s of Oiicom g-enades. Eventually, they · ot t '1c voundod GI to 

nAn7 good sapper squad can penetrate the aid station where he was g:i.von 
a ?SB perimeter. -·The real test is to medical attention. 
stop them once they're in and preve~t At foe ,,nd of the fi g;1tin~ e i:-sht :·i v.A 
thair escape, n said LTC Sinclair L. 1 .:: : · · ·' ::-.round the perimet er am ono of 
lielner (ilei1o, iiev.) 2/1 battalion cor,i- th e, Si..TlOi's 11as capturcC: . The .dJ!loricans 

sufi'c~-::a. no fatali tic :c; . · ~der. 
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