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WS TAS il SR Cs Division in-
antrvw n were leck-d in conbat
with two regiments of NVa rccent-
‘ly 17 miles southwest of Tan Ky,
The violent ten-dav battl took
516 enemy lives.

The unit involved was . Gask
force compri ' r" ~ompanies from
4th Battalion; 3lst Infaniyy and
3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry.

sarly fighting saw 59 NVia sol-

an e¢lement of the 2nd NVA _ .Divi-
slonwas surorised beforc it could
launch a nre-davm assault on . LZ
(Landing Zons) “est., A sweap of
the arca turned un a small «cnery
F‘I‘S(‘.nal. Sc"'tt.(;r"r" on thl.': s’lon(:s
of the Lth | Bn, 31lst Inf; .fire
support base were rocket  pro=-
pelled grenades, rocket.launchers
and explosive chorges.

VA forces honesd to destroy the
american-supervised Hiep Duc ref—

..The enemy had vowed ‘they would ‘wreck -‘the centér -and di=-
1ts inhbbitants-

Bfoadcast mes=a;es-told the refr is

and South Vietnamese rovernmehts cannot protect vou,"
"We will wipe out your settlements.”
1 made the NVA eat their words.

Bravo . Com
x near Hil

118,

tely. A platoon- frém Charlie ‘Commarry

ships from F Trooﬁ, &th Cavalry, rained

!bat of the action ~dVOlV‘ on-
bo . page 10¥ .

diers killed and 6 cantured when /

4th Bn., 31st Inf., encoun-.
Bneny yachlne gunners pel-. ..

o
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-up of personnel in Vietnam_ Sy guestions  have
concerni power of attorney.-
vice personnel who are overseas, or are on thcir i v, are especidl-

rable.
. _attorney is a legal document by which you give another per-
- the power to act as your agent, either for some particular purpose
he transaction of your uvusiness in general,
er of attorney can be useful, especially while a person is
But it must Dt realized that in the wrong hands it can be
The ‘agent who holds such power has--within the limits crran+o
il authorlty' to deal with your property without consu™’
Pover of agtorney should be «fiven only to a person whom yo.. can
without reservation to foll W yeur w1shes and protect . your in-
est and those wof your family.- - -
~ Check - vour sityation carefully, for in many cases a power of attor-—
s not needed. Or it may be advisable for you to execute a
k1 M ower of attorney, with authority to peofarm ci-tain
. Finally, it is most desirable to 1imit the timedf
~ You should never execute a power of attorney until you
nsilied with legal counsel,
[he lfwwél éu*hu“lty granted in a‘power of attorney is revekr by
daabn, the ¢ death of the agent, by the time limit set oy . oc-
T g ar oy & specific revocation, If it “a3s " ~en recorded in
ord, a revocation is always necessarw.
by M‘ogmatlon on a power of attorney or any other legal
b@&tact your legal assistance officer

5 ;an authorized periodic publicat'en of the 196th In-
e Office, for all Unica of the Brigade.
Armed Forces Press Service and Armed Forces News
> Oplm.ons expressed a:'2 not necessarily
Contrlbutlons are encouraged
Has 196th Infantry

bcer reserves
""%\&» \
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Alpha [ncident
dtoteside View

Too: much-or the wrong thing--is being made of the tempora “rofus:
. £ madc 3 cmporary rofusal
of Company A, 3rd Battalion,l96th Light Infantry Brigadec to fight. &

Page 3

The faets:oare these:

" The' battlc-worn company hnd beenfizhting for. five dnys in an-attambt
.to recover the battalion. derts body from a hclicontor crask south
of Da Nang. Alpha Company, commandcd by a lieutenant ‘who had © n  in
Vietnam only ome month, had sustained many casualties, particularv a-
mong its NCO's and was down to half-strength, ‘

.Alpha Company refuscd to go into-action on thc sixth day, After a
visit from Sergeant Okcy Blankenship, who stung thc pridc of the demor-
alized young soldiers, Alpha Com;any advanced against the enemy. It
now has a new commander, and insofar as the Army is concerned, the mat-
ter is closed. ;

There have been suggestions from some quarters that Alpha Company's
"mutiny™ may presage a revolt among young draftees serving in Vietnam
who are unwilling to die in an admittedly unwinnable war in which many
Americans feel this country never had any business.

There is not a scintilla of evidence to support this, and those who
suggest it display little knowledge of what soldiering is all about.
ahere have been similar incidents in every conflict since the Punic

ArsS. 2

Nobody in his right mind enjoys shooting at another human being or --
more particularly--being shot at himself, the less so if his c 1t
time is drawing to a close. There comes a time when individual sol-
diers--and whole units--can take no.more and must be temporarily pulled
out of action, When that moment comes depends to a large degree on the
calibsr of leadership in the unit involved.,

If there is one factor which binds-a_group of soldiers togeth=1 =nd
makes them effective fighting men, it is acceptance of the fact that
-each man's life--which is all and everything he has--denends on every
soldier's performence of his duty. In refusing to advance With other
units against the Viet Cong, the men of Alpha Company endanger the
lives of the men in those units, thus violating this basic - canc

Through the admitted device of telling a lie abcut - .- ~=rfermenco of
other under-strength units, Sergeant Blankenship saved the men of Alpha
Company from far more than the serious charges waich would have arisen
from the enemy. He saved them from the certain knowledge that they had
let down their ecemrades in a dangerous situation.

Y
Thanks to Sergcant Blankenship;, the men of Aloh: Company have been
ared that., And that is what leadership--and soldicring--are- aldl,.

GXTRACT :D FROM TH: WASHINGTON STAR 30 AUGUST 1969
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Spse alist Four Elane Keyes (JacksonV1lle, Fla.) wri-

. ting was [inst a pastime. PBut now it seems that his song writir  tal-
ent mayv actuilly pay off for-the AMERICAL Division soldicr.

"Bver since I can rememcer, I've liked to erL son-~." said Keyes, a

wireman fer the 3»rd thtaLLLﬁ 62nd Artillery. "ot LLL' do I vrite in

spars time, but

words from a song called,
ent from any other of wy

out .

when Xfm wo““lng at the switchboard .
Battery, I wurite dovn 1deas that come to me,

) Headquarters
I was worklng on the

'Golden Memorles'-—acf\xlly it was no differ-
‘compositions, or so I
I Legan to add more words, things seemed to fall into nlace.
words sounded better thrcn any others I've ever v

Pleased with the results of his efforts, Keyes

thought.,. However, as
Then the
ritten."

decided to go *"all

"I felt I couldn?t go wrong serding the words to a music company, so

I seat ‘Golden Memories' to the Music City Songcrafters

S lenrgssaa,! .

A short time later, Keyes received a surprise

of Nashwilla,

package 1in the mail.

‘The Tennessee company liked t! words sa much that they adapted
country and westarn style to the pi--_, They sent ‘Keyes a re-~
cording of the song along with a list cf publishers CO which he could
send the songe.

®T never thought they would accept it," said Keyes, astonished. " ow
I think I'11l send *the record to a publisher--if it happened enc e T

guess it can happen agaml"

N/ fant 17 f‘”/

IZ PROFFS“IONAL**Sneciallst Four
Dave"Dos™ Williams; Charlie Com<
pan{ 1st Battalion, 46th Infentry,
. éa a hypodermic needle just as
| effectively as his fellow infantry-
" men operate an M-16 .rifls, The
Rock Falls Illmois, native is a
d.umxcu Divisions 196th

, and a volunteer

-

gunner on an M-60
" Williams recalled.
sick, and others

' statea leaving

thought
, -mara as a

‘pre-medical

\jﬁ/\/@@ d IS
d1ZSs

-'hat qualifies a man tr » com-a
medic?- Spec. 4 Ken Niemi . Voad-
bridge, N.c.. ex lains:

"Fieid medics must know first
aid. Most medics here have school
training btchind them, too.

‘Spec. & Williams att ended
courses in co llege,
worked in a hospital, and was a
high schocl coach before e¢nlist=-
ment in the Army.

Charlie Ccmpany medics have:
earned the Combat Medic Badge.
Many of thkem have spent, or will
soend, their complete tour in the
field--a task for a man
with a "1 ttle black bag"™ in his
lwsaekl
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LZ whs1®k Nach day, seme 3,900
Viectnamese rcfnrces are “'recoIving

€  medical care, thanks to the elforts
of the !edical Civilian .otion
Program team of the lrh Batialionyg
313t Infantry. This five-m1n med-
ical element can be transpr. 2d by

helicorter to any location . the
A, RICAL Div cion 1in a matter .of
minutes. e [0S orenlzéo

by Lieutenant “Coltnel OCeoi S
Henry (iome, Ga), the cemmanding
officer of the L4th of the 31st,and
Captain Phi.lip Kinmen (Petersburg,
Tnd.), the battalion surjeon.

"The purpss2 &f the 17u2aF° team
is te pyevice daily medicel care
o * fior' the people of Hiep Due, "

; explained 'Captain Kinman. The
Hiep Duc - Refuisee Ccmter, locktad
near LZ Vlest, 35 itiles northwest
of Chu Lai, contains over 3,900
rcfugees who have recently re-
_turned to the arca following sev-
cral vears absenca caused by VC-
NVA t:rrorism. 1 DCAPS have -br
conducted at Hiep Duc before G
enly on a weekly basis. «The
Eeam can provide follow-up treoatment as well as aid in che in-
y of the Vietnamesc modics who.assist in the daily trcatiext;"
d Captaipikinman. . R
Victnamesc constructCo the dispensary which houscs 'thc cdadily
v:r 1300 paticniss received treatment during the first - wecek
lve Vietnémes: mecdics ar’. curr: vt1v in Tam Ky to ro-
‘ imetr@ dng 3¢ latid to their dut: s in Hico Dvc. They will
i il> trcatmint of r\fugﬁes et Hien Duec upen the complc-

_ v (Shamokin, Pa.) hcacds the 121l AP
"four assistents all scrve as combst m dics with A4th " Ghe
mdic Ilkr Snorcislist Four Stive Dar’ 7 ~armg ) ~nﬁ Tonw

n N) Ame turning their tal o8 fioa comb ot ©o

;»ppreciat.mn of thc people of Hiep Luc.

el N@?&@  Eepirm3Ion

.after thr w arlg abscnce, on¢
< first crme to Vi-saem -July 15,
1onm, 82n¢ ruill ghat
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BLLDY*%AIERTICAL Division 1nfantrmn1n Specialiat
NI, S.8.), peeped through. a hole in a stor\.n‘u

: L+ uWCE
ing thé v1;*age *rum the other cnd was a platoon from

4§10 Page 7
o o N o ¥ / )
' [;’/}\)\ : - ’21/‘ )& C})
LY 309 ‘K" - b (
" 28 \/\ -
1 f:;rv Small-
xall and saw

Bol get din," Small 'related. . He
p*Rnd crashed into the Toom,
(..L6d in the large bin...enough
n a month,
recnanaissance

Viwg jedlale] aR ]

platoon o
“cordon

€8 nﬂLuH"est of Tam Ky,

Bravo

,QP;AS they hPired the hamlet, both units were ‘met with snall ams fircs

The village was. pithtin aihifacts symoolic of  the era of Tronch

E occupeuﬂouq ﬁiera were ormate wood carvings and cement | courtvards--

qﬁ? dghnmuﬂgd lm,aurgle grﬁﬂ*ho But not ”ll of the art wori dated from
"****ﬁ*\*x%%* Ak the French period.

'"ﬁFKRﬁEﬂP ‘NOTES
%h Iifntry Brigade -ar-
Lietnam July' 15, 1956 af-
Y Fte
ss.“‘Thcy were fully
"é&ralned when they arrived
v un the first. Charger head-
a s near the city of Tay
ey moved ta IZ Baldy in

.Sé Four Neil

that‘s how
ision pla-
CANTHY

: a very

3rd
30 opera-
Q@, pil ',am

,'the sgging of 19 ”

vg the eyes -

Crude paintings on hite-vthed
walls depicted Americah helicr " ars
being attacked by g..und o8
armed with LF- 7 ri™Mes, ’

®It was only 2 ©
sakd 1Lt Mike .. hc

n
bl

syt pache
- el | 3
yrod, corwmand-

er: of - the 2oanfiissanc unit.
Wihe ‘rice was surnrisingly ill-
concenled. ey usually bury it
ke racles o b 287 naliy, I think
Bhev put A5t thore afrcr the harves
. and plannzd \r sni® - it "eut to

thoir troons.

’

JF eelys .cﬂ(;"q 7 Pevice

lnseen to McKlnnon and the rest
of the platoon members was a Viet
Cong warning of an upcoming bo- -
by*trap. ‘It was a viece of p. «r

“on a rock, 100 meters fron a
bridgea.

"T was cautlously crossing the
bridge when my leg felt a wire
going across it. I immediately
stopped and held my breath," re=
lated McKinnon. Lobklng dovn,

“his keen cat-like vision plcTCFd
‘the darkness and saw a finc ‘vip
wire runnlng ahead of hin.
'~'*‘£Ehef Yurok Indian ran his 1
as he signaled
? Covin
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LE BuLDY*>Tt seemed as thouzh
_the day would be a normal one for
“the erew of the 7lst Aviation
 Companv resupnly heliconter.

The crew hed been resuvpplving
units of‘the 4th Battallaa, 31st
Infentrv, four miles west of Land-
ing Zone (LZ) Ross, when they
were asked for emersency resupnly
of medical supnlies and ammuni-

siong

é

¥With the material on board, the
chooner was forced to circle the
drap ‘2rea for helf an hcor be-
cause of encuy mortar fire slam-
mnge into the orovosed LZ.
¢ The gunship p.lots leaving the
area to revilerich their.suonly of
emmunition, told the amrcraft0@1~

mendery . " Warrant Officer (WD)

James A, Waterburv {,.,nﬁzco,
W.¥.) and pilot, WO Fredarick T.
inrreall (Oakrldge Ind.). that
" the situation on the ground was
too hot" to attempt a .ladding

w;thout ghnshlo supoort.

were in the
liortar rounds

Eeaster (Delaﬂc,
a nearby strecam
ing the confu-

1951-.11 Inf,,

A\}@E smd BV

, Lth Battal- .

CHARGER Qct4_511969
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Thsn, the revort of casualtic
came to the-crew.e WO Vater?
decidad that “gunshins or nc¢ :un-
ships" the casualties had to Le
evacuated.

During the landing, the 'AlMIRI-
CAL Dﬂv1°10n chopper came 1mder
heavy enemy mvchlnkg m fire which
was retwyrned by cre ch1e~ SPl,
Gherlss WNewell (Bl more, ' Ohio)
and °~ door ° gunnef¥ “PFC Pcv les
Chisholm (Mineral,Va.'.

Unon landing, - t! €l ney
supply was wieklv unloadeu  and
the wourdded .. e hé1ncd
abeard the choppia,

Rising th;ough a wall of eremy

fire,’ the suonly=turncd-JIDIVAC
roared to th nsfarest msdical aid
facility and dropped the casual-
ties for trgatnent.,

In summing wn- the change  in
missien,; guonci, PFC - Chisholm
said, "Ioday wasa't really unu-
sual, It was all nart of a dav's
work for a heliccifer craw,

o

Company B was to szt up its 1o =
that nlght.

"But I miscalculatcd, " ~laughcd
Feasters "When I camc out of the
stream, I cemec face-to-facc with
anothsr group of NVA. But my
lucky stars must have been shining
that night. They mistook me for--
an advance point.man with an Amer-

- ican element."

Thinking Feaster would lcad a
large element into thcir . 'bush,
the NVA let him pass.

"They real  ~d “heir mistake too
latey™ said .o.st. s | "By the time

- they began *iring at me I had made
f'it‘tb our own necrimeter.!

What password did PrFC Feast r
%ée zg enter his uuﬁﬁani* pe

NG ‘? ed »‘SESF‘ "I

| ﬁa mdiﬁe
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LZ‘BALDY**Whon thel@5mn howitzer rounds came ..onding. in@n their po-—

sitiens, the cnemy knew tn/r were up.against ‘a . v stouing adversary.e
*‘With tine help of the guns/Irom one  AMMRICAL is..on.  fire- support
alons with the aid of the Vietnames¢ Regiinvl.aid. Povular Force
,:5 a company-size VC force was prevented i:-oii -chrrying out thelr
miSSL;.fka 1 s
1 1lson (.'\ddlson,
N. yaj, ‘-“ 'lhj; No. 1, were
i cor the previous day's notes.
iiicn Center &dvisor for lioc Bai
Y. litary Assistance Command Viet-

frr:m
°u'.€u;r, au'
#5-3) ¢ P\N*TSL
unit one ]C'f“
fwom 1.5
1

bnamese Operation QfiEaice
-“gcnt fire mission on -
about one-and-a-half Les
ionde.

(FDC) of a Dbattery of
message he had received
f.ace from which +the fie

&

REd to Twa . Dix the

from the °ﬂ"*‘ﬂ*v unit, hurried to the
he 3 ! Company .

e hiis. two pl: tocns receiv-~

EsbEayy fire - from  anc 60m

R ars o ands smalil” rots T oom hOO
o OL0 meke ns. across the :

] SIS, g > S conta¢

i s wocated  om LZ

twith three NOQ s
‘asea ) e b ) i
Upan arr1VLug,

:alliad roceatedly for
i Balltery, respons

sirreaees  of 105mm.

i {urim: this time
: the fire

scond --grid change,
da  19%mn round hit
; 01 a Tvoup of aporox
&0 V& o were evidently
Btordes oS aplensi for a
. Tad \y-nlne more rouné
?owed ‘
’u ‘ \oerved 10-15 en
nating down the riv d
117 ‘on the river bau
SrEnitetaf | the  faet thﬁt LT
TPhict was outnunbered by the encry
he and his two:platoons monaged ®
largely because of
ire from the U.S.
Wirsﬁ 17 Andraov
n), Firc Direc-
a ‘Bagte rg,% sgid
i r b
”'ﬁg Tpﬁﬁ;
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1z BALDY*Tanerous "uO Ch1 Minh
sandal" tracks and a group of

field packs hanging on a fence led

to the death of eight enemy sol-
diers at the hands 'of AMERICAL
Division infantrymen.

Elements of Company €, A4th Bat-

talion, 31st Infantry, under the
comnand of CPT Thomas Murphy (Sa-
vannah, Ga.) entered '"Happy Val-
ley,» scme 25 miles northwest of
Tam Ky, and apparently surpricsad a
group of VC and NVA soldiers.

A platoon-sized element of
"Charlie® Company under Sergeant
First Class larshall Robinson
(Portsmouth, Va.) proceeded cau-
tiously down the winding trail.:
They observed many sandal tracks
hooches, and tunnel complexes. A
"Kit Carson" Scout accompanied Spk
William Rozier (St. Paul, N.C. ?
the point man. Suddenly the a1€rt
"Kit Carson" detec¢ted movement in
the thicket ahead., g

"I deployed my men right away,
and‘we soon had the enemy surroun-~
ded," declared Robinson.

,Three NVA and one VC were killed
by the platoon's small arms fire

. as they attempted to evade. A de-
tailed probe of the area disclosed
a hidden tunnel entrance. Des-~

truction of the tunnel by a demo-

lition charge produced a loud sec-

onﬁgry explosion.
- Meanwhile, helicopter gunships

‘supported another platoon-sized
 element commanded by 2nd LT James
Simms (Clarendon Hills, T11.). As
‘the platoon moved to investigate,
the enemy » casualties from the
; three VC were killed
Igy ttied to flee from "the

: 1nter, SGT Albert Gentry

, Va,) observed several
,'-hanging onna fence di=-
y front 6f his _position,
ylﬁwly he located three
1 bereath a heooch,
oted to escape from
rs," but died in a

Sy

onal enemy were dis<
- jnmadiatg vicinity,

~ devasta-

e et

0
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ol 82
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cont. from Pa :
tact that scon wus roomed into
heavy cxchanccs fire, 2
Elements of fL 3rd Battallon,
82nd Artillery, rrovided invalu-
able firepowcr throughout = the
operation. Explosionms rocked
enemy bunkers, accounting fcr

many enemy deaths and clearing
tile way for an infantry assault,

Eventually, the NVA -clcnents
were thrust back <toward the Nn»:
Chom ridgeline, where the a0
Regiment, 1st Illarine Divi.ion,
waited for the rémnants of the
battered NVA force.

"We definitely , disrupted the
NVA plan to overrun Hiep Due and
LZ VWest," asserted LTC-Cecil:-- M.
Henry (Rome Ga.), comnanding of=
ficer of the 4th Bn., 31st  Inf.

- Enemy- equipment captured hv the
hth ‘Bo,, 31st Inf.,* includ ' "26
individual weapons, two “tar
tubes, four 41magrd «51 caiiber
machine guns, 7 icom grena‘des’

and nineteer B-4L0 rockets,

T v 04
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