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,-,> ~/4''·~\ - ~~ ,,. , \ \ ( vrith tw~ rcgiJ11ents nf NV.~ ri cent-
• ~- , ,if' ···"'., ~ · ./, //~ d. \ , · ly 17 . mi l e. s sntitl, wr st 0f '!'::in Ky. 
\ 1

1
,' .,,,4< , ~,\ •"-- d~, ...,,.. I ,: Th.€

6
- Vl oL::: nt t ,0 n - clr-,v bRtt J to0k 

\~:"'- ;✓• • ,;; • • :;;,;. • 1 . 51 en emy live s . 
,.. .. ~ • . .,.~ :·. , ', The unit i nv0lved we1 s "· ::.2, sk: 

· (,/t;,Vf.~ ,, ; forc e compr:L ' r ~ ~nmi:,;, n j e s frol!I 
/,/7' "·:.,;✓,_ <i/ ,\'.l · / ' 4th Batta l~oa ; 3 ls c !nf~tn nnd 

,7. ·,~:;.;f ~,~ 0~ 3rd J3.'.'.t talion, 21st .i.nfe.n;t;ry . • ;•_, /;4, '- t '~ · · ~n rly f ifhtinc f . .'.'.w 59 NV1. s ol- / 
{: .,,..,. f i; " die rs fCill s,l :c:ncl 6 cc1nt.ured whr,,n 

4'1.w.~· , / \ \ ' ~..,.,,,.. an ,: l cmE: nt of tbs 2n ,l NVJ.. , .Divi-
~ - . i~ ~ '( _" <,~ sf.on was sur ·wisf cl b,;forc it coulcl 
1 ?i. r:;,· ' r0 . .__~-~ ~,;,p3 launch fl pi ·e - d"lvm ;:, ssault on . LZ 

(If/ .t~~~~---~ 1/"'_::...--\, (L;,nchng Zon ~) '1,- f:'t . ;. swe 1ri of ' .,,; 1.,,///. ?',/ ~ j ~ · t / ,,>~' ;'z-,-· •.~½- /4 1 ,,.,-- th<' a n ~a t. urn eel un :i s111,:11 l ;-,nei:;y 
, ~. _ -,;,--?:~;,2 T? _, ,, >-- - )!j~( --? ;, rs cnal . Sc "'tt cr · rl on th ,~ 8 , ones 
✓-~- - -;-- ,, · f t h 4th R .., l t- I f · f · . 

(
_,,..,..:-._ , __p _, . o e .,.n, _1 s .. . n .. , . 1. re 

, ~---::--- / s upport base were rocket pro-' · . ....,,,.¥.,, 
1 

pelled grenad es , rocket l aunchers 
·\ -~--- ~ .e::- l- /"";/ ancl ex~losi ve chc1rges . 
~ -~ l° JI NJ... forces ho,ed to destroy the 

- J..Jnerican-supervised P. iep Due r ef-
~oc· centPr •. The enemy had vowed :they would ·wreck :the center .. and di <~­
u@rsP- o:t' --ki ll its inb~bitRnts. Broadcast me s •-.a ~es·told · t,ht= ref,· ~s 
ttat no one cou1d stoD ~he NVh efforts, . 

t'The \m??rican and South Vietnamese · r ove rnments cannot orotect rou ," 
bcome.d tl 1 e louds ueak ers. "We will wipe out your · settl.ements. 11 

The infantrymen made the NV eat thei r words. 
In svbsequent fighting, Bravo . Company , 4th Bn., '31st Inf ., encoun­

tered a large bunker complex n ear Hill 11e~ Enemy lJlachine r,t1nners pel - ... 
te<1 the 1,mericans from concealed positiona. / · .I 

Re:i.nforcc=;ments came immediate ly. 1\ platoon· fr6m Charlie ComT)c?ITY 
joined Rravo,- and_ heJi.copter e:;unships from F 'i' r oop , eth Cavalry, ra .i. ned 
,' eadly fire on the enemy positions. 

The b,itt le r ,c, e;P.d for ten days. Most of tJ-.e action : . .ivolv 
{Cor,t. 6n: p~go 103'-

_£_S_C8_'P9_1...,_0i_1/;_~_b_\/j_',l!_S 1-.o-n-· _o_o _o_o_/7; 51e 8 
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,~(!)\.A!JcE 'JP (i2 ii At. aJJJo/ltlf:~ 
Since the build- u of personnel in Vietnam ·uv •1uestions have 

arisen concerning; power of attorney . · · · 
Service person!'lel who are overseas , or are on t l!1.; .> v , are especial-

ly vulnerable . i 
Po ·re r of attor!'\ey is a legal document by which yon .,)_,re another per­

son the powe r to act as your agent, either for some 1K,~·v:L cula~~ purpose 
or for the trRnsaction of your ..iusineb"S in goneral. 

IL'he powe r of ac.torney can be usefu:. , especially ,rl0 ~. l.e a person is 
overseas . But i s r;1 1 st be r ealized that in the wrong hands it can be 
',r.n"lful. Th1; 'agent who holds suc h power has - - within the lj_m:its grant.P 
by it--full autho ity to deal rith your pr9perty without const17 · _, 

,·ou . Porer of attorney should be ,.g--iven only· to a pe. son whom yu ,. can 
t;:ust w:i.-~hout reJervation to follb\-1 yeur wishes and p1·otect yo, r in­
terest "'"'-d those ·of your family, . · · 

8 .. cc!-: _0,mr sittation carefully , for in many cases a pow1:- r of a'.tor ­
riey is !lo'.: needet . Or it may be advisable for you to execute a 
linitcd s 'ecial power of at:torney , wj_th authority to pe_·f0rrn , ',.ail! 
acts c',J ~•') mo:>.•e , Finally, it is most desirab]e to l:i)n".t the -;~; meaf 
its o·L~-,t-jc,n. You should never execute a powe r of attor;.1ey unt il you 
hc\•,1 ,-:._ 1 ~--- c rl ,,; ~h legal counsel 0 · 

'f:1~0 
', ·l ,,: ..-:.c,•Lty granted j:n a·power of attorney 

ye•,'.' ._,· ,· ·,,,. ~:.s ,1c.,:,th of the agent. ,· by the time limit 
t:,;;2 r: _., '•·, ,::r ',y s'l S'i)ecifj_c revocation . If i ·'.; · "lS 

a 1:.'L,t.i-; ,-';:_·orcl , a revocation is alway-s necessar" , 

is r ev ck~ by 
set 0y v- ' oc-
- -en recoro.ed in 

F.:c .'urtner informatj_on on a powe r of attornev or any other legal 
assistance, contact your lee:al assistance offic ;, . 

The Charger i s an authorized periodic publicat. ·· ,, n of the 196tb In­
f antry Bri gade Information Office, for all Uni .:n o: the Brigade . 
Army Ne,·rs Features, Armed Forces Press Service ;' ·1d An7!ed. Forces News 
Bureau material are used . Opinions expressed a , n 0t nec Essarily 
those of the De partment of the Army . Contributions .:: re encouraged 
and may be sent to the BrigadP. Information Office, a, s 196th Infantry 
Bri1?.;N1e , APO San Francisco 96256 . The Informatio:1 ~~£.Qcer reserves 
t;,e ri.e;ht to e dit al l material . ,,-~ 
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A I pl) a / nc'1dent 

Too,much-or 
of Company A, 

Stateside ii;·ew < 
the wron? thing--is b?ing ma da of the t cmporrry · r , .. ft1s <1. l 
3rd Battalion, 196th Light I nfant r y Bri6ade: to fight . ... 

The f ncts~ " r f. thC' s c: : 

'. 'l'he bt> tt l r - worn compF> ny h .:1d b e n ~fi,?.ht :i.n,; for f iw: .'d, ys i n an - :--. t t ,,mpt 
. to r e cov -r the battalion. ~di,r's body from a hc licopt '" r eras south 
.of De. Nang. Alpha Comp,iny, commande d by, a. lieutenant wh0 had ·_ n in 
Vie tnrnn only one month, hc1d sustained many casunlties, particulary a­
mong its NCO 's, and wa s do,,m to h a lf-strength. 

Alpha Compa ny r efus ed to go into ·action on the sixth day . Afte r a 
visit from Se rgeant Oke y Blankenship, who stung the prid:. of t he d.cmor­
aliz ocl young soldiers, Alpha Compa ny adv;:mced against the enemy . It 
now h;:, s a new commander, a nd insofar as the Army is conce rned the mat -
t a r is closed. ' · ' 

There have been sugge stions from some quarters t hAt Alpha Company's 
."mutiny" may presage a revolt among young draftees s e rvj_ng in Vietnam 
who are unwilling to die in an a dmittedly unwinnable war in whi ch many 
Americans feel this country never had any bus i n e s s . 

There is 
suggest it 
There h,we 
ifars. 

not n scintilla of evidence t o s upport this , and those who 
displny little knowledg e of what soldi e r ing i s nll nbout . 

b~.en s i milar incidents in ev e ry conflict since the Punic 

Nobody in his r ight mind enjoys shooting at anothe r htunc1n being O '" -­

more pArtic~larly--being s hot a t himse lf, the l ess so i f his c ~~ t 
time is drawing to a close. There comes a time .when incliviclua"i. sol ­
diers--~nd whole units--ca n truce no . more and mus t be t emporarily pulle d 
out of Act i on. Vfuen t hAt moment comes depends to a lnrge degree on the 
c .eclib _,, r of leadership in the unit involved . 

I f t he re_· is one fnc to r ,,,hi ch binclsr.c\ g roup of soldi e r s togeth 0 1· E' nd 
makPB t hem Pffective f igb~i~ g men, it i s accepta ~ce of the f act t hn t 

· ent:h mr.ri's life--Hhich is all nnd everythine; he h.:1s--derye nds on eve r y 
soldier I s perform$11.ce of his duty. In r efus i ng to adv,mce "wi t 1 ot her 
units Aga inst the Viet Cong,. t he men of Alpha Compa ny endanger the 
lives of the men in those units, thus v iol'.'lting this basic C'~"lc· 

Through th~ ad.mitt.eel device-of te l_l;t,ng ~ lie ;,bee·.::, ~ _~,·tcnnc c 'of 
other under-strength units, Se rgec1nt Bla nkenship snved the men of Alpha 
Como;:, ny from f ar more than the s e r ious charges .,,,1ich would h,w e ~risen 
from the enemy. Hi=: saved them from the certain knowledge thClt the y had 
l et dm-m t .lieir e.omrncles in a dnngerous s i t uation . 

Thnnks to Sergec1 nt Bl:, nkenship ; , the 1m:: n of Al ,h' Coi~n;,1:y h1cve been 
d. that. And t hat is wha t l ec1dership--on cl solcli -ring--are ~ oll . spc1re 

nbout. 

1;XTR er ~D FrlOf~ TIJ .; WASHING'ION STAR 30 AUGl ST 1069 
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£ j {JD <gr;;;J&J (Jo 
LZ n · 1 " . ., ·• s · 1 · F ""l K ( ) . ..... '> 0 ·1,'.''·~•"- ,_,E'G~D. ist ·our.i::tane . eye_s Jacksonville , Fla. wri-

ting K<tL, ~"1.,.t a pc:.,;:·t-ll:-teo But now it seems that his s ong writ ir tal-
ent 1n:1y act.· 1ly p<ty off for· t he !\MERICAL Div ision s oldier . 

11Ever si :~ ,:, I can ~-(~mt'r:.::,::?r , I 1ve liked to wri t.E' c:onr .- . " said Keyes , a 
wir0 ma:i fer the 3rd Battalion , $2nd Artillery. 111,ot u tly do I •rr ite in 
s pa s t:1:1P , b :t whsn I 1m orking at the switchb ard ,·a t Heedquarters 
Bat.t.e:-y, I 1·1_:,.t.e dm-n ideas that come to me. I was working on the 
1·ro1't~s .from a sor cal 7.ed , ' Golden Memories '--act\1·,lly it was no differ­
'.::nt from an at.her of m ·compositions, or so I 7.ha.ught . However, as 
1 b~gan to add more ,,io,ds , things seemed to fa l l j_nto n lace . Then the 
worcls Botmclcd bette r te·-n any othe rs I 1ve · ever vTit.ten . n 

leased with the r esuh~s of his efforts , Keye s dec ided t o go a all 
OU.t;i, 

"I fe~t I couldn 1 t go wrong se1 .ding the words t o a mus ic c ompany, f-O 

I E>-"'nt. 1Golden Memories I to the Music City Son,gc rafters of Nashiri:lle., 
Te1,"":.«2c:~2. 11 

A s:• i't time l ater , Keyes received .a surprise package in 
The 'J'ernressee c ompany liH•d t 1 

. -;-rr):::--·.:ls so m··ch that they 
co~'1tl'Y a.cd v,es·: "':::'Il style to the p-;_ - , " Tney s ent : .~eyes 
c o:.ct i ng cf the song along with a list Qi' publishe rs to ·whil::n 
s ewl the s o:oe; . 

the mail . 
adapted 
a re­

he could 

11 I neve r t hought they would accept it," said Keyes, as tonished . ,. :;w 
I think I'll send ~the record to a publ ishe r--if it happened one I 
guess it can happen againl 11 

fl7 font l'Y 7Wtif '(;r~lee d I es 
BiJ&a;_t:~ 

LZ P'rtO?r.SSIONAL>!' ·S:)ecialist Four ,:hat qua lifie s a <1n tr ' ocm, -a 
Dave·'·Dc,' 11 Wi llia;ns ; C~,arl ie Com ... medic? · Spec . 4 Ken Niemi , .. ('Vom-
pany, 1st: Battalion, 46th L""lfantry, bridge , No, .• '. E' • l_A.ins: . 
wields a h _ pode rmic needle just as 11 Fielcl medic:; must kno,•1 first 
effectively as his fellow infantry- aid. Most 1:iedics he r e have school 
mer. opernt:.e an M- J.6 . r. ·.':':fi. The training ~ hi.nd them , too . 
Roe!( ~'&11.s Illi::c0is , n a~-:i.ve is a ·Spec. ~· ililliams attended 
membe!' of ANE R.ICAL Divisi.onts 196th -~medical course s in college , 
Infantry Brigade, and a volunteer worked in a hospita l, a nd was a 
in the field. . high schoc !. coach before cnlist-

" tlhen T first arrived in Vietnam ment in t ho Army. 
I was assistant gunner on an M-60 Charlie Ccmpany medics have · 
machine gun, 11 Uilliams recalled. earne d the Combat Medic Badg_e. 
"Sr.me men bec;,me sick, and others Many of t~em have spent, or. will 
rotated back to the states leaving snend, thGir complet . tour in the 
few much-naeded medics to help the field--a grueling task for a man 
unit. · I saw the need a,nd thought with a "little black bag11 in his 
I could help the company more as a l'ucksack. 
medic. So here I am." 
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Vj_c-tnamc s , r c f• 1,~, <2.s e_ r r ,~c·, i vin,; 
rnf'dice l c r· r c , t ,anks ':.o t hr l • ·-¾irts 
of the . e.c'ic ". l Ci 1,··i. licm .,oti.on , 
P1·0.;r an l'ee.1 of t he- L-. th De~:,_ 1

. ::.. no, 
31st Infe.n try . Thi s f ivc - ,···,·1 r,1,c1

-

i c a l elemen t can bf ·c.::"2 11s pr "c'. by 
h e lic o---- t e1' t o a n y l r,(.e.tion ':he 

,.1:i:C.,L Di , c ; rir ; n a i,1a t te r . of 
minute s , '~u, . C i, S 01• ··.:-·1izc.c 
by Lieut C:'P 3.r. t; Colcncl Cc ci.l I-L 
I-le.nry ( ,om - , Ga) , th, c ommancl in::; 
of fic <'r of t.,, - 4th of thr- 11st and 
Captain PhL.d p Kinman (f'e. t ers1mr ,e;, 
I nd . ), t h2 t."' t. t ab.on s 11 r··;1,on . 

"The prn.-p ~ :c ,J the , .": ;G ••• ~ t eam 
is t p11tv).C•' da ily mccl i cel ca r e 
for the pe0pl c of Bi c- p Due , 11 

expl a i ne d ·cap'-:., i ;: Kinma:1. 'l'he:: 
Hiep Due Rr f ~·cc Ccmtt r , l oc ttod 
nGar LZ \Jr- st , 35 ;,,i l e:: s no r thwe st 
of Chu Lai, c ontF,in s ovr r 3 , 900 
re f ugees who have recently r e:: ­
t L.:.:nc(' to the a re a f ollovr:i.ng si:w­
r ral years abscnc - caus e d by VC-
NVA t l'l 'O ism. . - :Dc; ,ps !:.ave. b · 
conc~uctec1 at Hi cp Due bc fo r :- •.c 
only on a week l y be.sis . · lhe 

f-EDC ? 'I'C:'am c2n yJ.·ovicle follow-up t r ,· a ::,mc n t a s well a s e_:i.c ~-n c;hc :in~­
s ·-.·ruc ·~:i..on of ·t;h <" Vi," tneJrir s , :UOdics who .ass i st in th do ily tru 1.t::ie:;;.t ·; 11 

,o sc c d aptc\ir-;K.inrw.n . · ,,;n. 

'l'h, Vi e t nam(: !':£ cons tructc 6 the dispE. nsar·y •rhi ch hous, s · th (. .-· c.ai ::)..y 
~~DC .. .- s . 0v~ r l.3C0 patL:- n ,:. s ,. e c G:i.vec1 trc-atmC' n t c1l::·in;; t hr f il•s'.:; · we , k 

f 01)· ,·-r,t _i_ on . \ 'w, l vs· Vi,·::;n i1\, S mo(·t. c ;:. :', cu1T. 1·.tl" :,. :1 '.l'am Ky t h r. -
c ·: v ; .n-".a- 1Sivc tra~ L1.:; ' ' 12 t, c1 -~-0 their c'nt. .. s :i.n h :i., , v~· c . Thov 1•ri 11 
, S "' •.s '-, in ···.he ,1°.j_ly t r, a -cm . nt of ~:· fugees e. t l::i.c ;:> :::Jue llpl'n t h, co1:nl. ­
-s~.on OI t,' , - 7. - • ❖·.r•e.j_nino o 

8t,..f:" S.:- r -·- ~:1t. John Tfr, a :.:v ('3heJnolci.n, ::'a . ) hcPc:s the 
'-2.m . ;· j_ a; :f'0 11x as·;_stPn t s a ll_ sc,- c es r-omb.-:,t m cl i c s 

31 c- ·", . . o - , Pl ,:•i. cs Li.le, 13-) c :i.r- l_is:~ F otT . St , v c Je , ' I 

i --',_i_l 

,-r_i_t h 4th 
, .., ··0) -:, rn1 

l CO)TJ ' t .~11-ella {;\ut.:i.n t on ; .' . Va .) ,.. ~ t. t-rn in[; th, j _r t .c-7_ 
"',"'c · _.,-:i_c t ·t~,1 vri·t,~ t'• ~ e.11preci-2t :i.on of t ', ( ·'.::,eopJ.e 0·':' H:iep lJec . 

) ' L) , .:..J. 

GO 

/\ lf1C:°D~~es~p 'lJCt?~ ('1eoJf{@£'- J~@(Xf!-01° rfJ 
J-~ LJ ·\ ·1 _,_.f~}!;,, ,:r""70-tn·.:1 his 01(1 1Ln:i. t P. f t e~ t.h-.· ,-:- · t 5 [-l. 'v:~ 0- c , , on, 

h. ta r:i. J ··1;n'·, - f"ni's cons :L(c r? 'J l c c '. n: s . 
-· , t ·':':--- .= ·-, Cl s Sant' l 0 1Nc l f :i. rs t c ··;,h· t c v-: ; 1Pm J, -Y 15, 

l_ ' • :.: \ •'PS c< •c; ( ,,() :-.h: 3 - ,1 ~h't t~1 l 1on, f, ~n c' ~·-. l_ "" ' • ·c, tli1t 
-· ,,m :id 1rr.:1: ,:' jn ::,1 f :i. lei of cm n-n·.n•.c t:i_0ns . 

ol ~le ", ... ·ol \ ·'-- t :..·£\\•:'" =; C l"l':i_ts OV :,: , r:i_ ·t;t us ' 11 s c1 :i.c1 0 r: 
__ ~ ·1 ·_;-, .IT; .1. t . a1~ - :~ t COi"·ti1t ~n :i.c c ti v:1-~ . 
~1-.returned 1D:th<<' n .. t c1 0U t .s .i.n ;,.l ,1.'> t 1967 , n, r,,;,~ , 0 n ·c

1 

- Ft B· · c-g rJ .C. (_;n Jrly ,..f th.i.s y :;· __ ; ,,_ n:s ·· '~ •', -~.0 , j ('"' . 
• · '). ' · ._ 1or.:.:, · c 1 0 1N ol ."l''' 11 _'h ,/15 ?_ ce ~·tr: nl y :1 s c :'" "'n,:; c: c:·,.n c c, . ,,, __ , ~noi c. 

1 .af:.acr1~ · · ,-· r1oro oerc;onnr- 1 i-'1C, e~ut 111n - n t n( 11 :- ::, x1e 1c tR c 
oueration. · 

l • 

OJ 
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FR.ED~RICK HILL TOTALS , 

i"iARCH 18, 1969-SEPTE.MBER 28 , 1969 
I 

------------ ·- - -- - --- oPERA- TI-ON-s~! 

TOTALS I 
·-- ·- ----- --, 
vc KU,LED ____ ·-· ·----· -- ________ .106_2 - - . . I 
NVA KLLLED _ _______ _ . ___ _ _ . __ . _ ..l83Z.. _ _ --1 

~WEAPON.S _CAPT •·-- -

C.~N-'.!SERVE,P __ ______ _ 
.. 

TONS OF RICE CAPT. 

I 

.. --- ~- .!0 ~ -·- ·-··-·J 
I __ l~Ol.._ _ __ , 
I 

____ . __ 69 ~997. (T)_ i 
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.-;-.: 1 ~ ~ C" fl n r? ., · (c-:: ,, - 1--' n c:S '7 
~" I ( 0.,"" ~\ V::',)'<;) lu' 12 \:,;7,0 -0 . :",- ~.') ( - - ;·~-1(6J3J ':r (> 
C../ l' tJ '--- iJ !) C - L:::.., .• . , __ - .... '" ' ~ . _.., . f - . -, I / .- (._:, /" 

& - ~ '~r -..... ~ 
L7. B ::..: .. I"-:;,i.1.E.2IC;,L Division infantryman, Spc cialL\. ·,,r t:1.rry Small· 

(Ge:·('~. ·.~ ·· 1, -'::,,Co} , p ee:!)e d through a hole in a stor, · ~c•L :.·.'all and s aw 
a n-: ~- ~ ·).£' t"t~--~ c: 

1·.1 ·.:re'" ,· t·.-.,1 to bn,nk t,e. coo:r down to gGt in,ri SJ,-.. 1.1..1 ·r e l ated • . He 
t 1

- .. , ·--: :c. s.~C,i., .. ,.lr:·~ 1.,,.l,r~ . .tJ~,:; l:: l ~l·· -.....,:.!-.... r.1. 1... • j_· 1 :JC'1. crash,:~ d into the _~001n . 

~" \ • 
1 

-· • . .. ,_1'1 ::·t ~ ... "Ct; n ·v-s L -:- ... - ·- u j_n the l2rge bin f, . oenough 
".::.o f-,,..,r :•rr~·}:·"·.~y c-·-~\,,. 8 .. -~.i.:,.;·~. 1'l. 1ao:t,.__~ -~.!Y=i.:1 2 JilOntho 

<' -- • ..,~,--;~·. -~n -~_, 1~:~ .... r .. \.) ;,~,-~;,_, 1 ... 0lp-11.t\"~S 1t1 ... ~·111naissanc0 platoon r 
:.<':ly .:.. •:.:; .'.>1:::·,--~._r,· , 'I' .. '"' t·tl•-:.n.; }-(l~~t __ in a ·cordon 

~-· ~ ... :.:! _ .. "'\ .· ...:_. .=. lv::J, ·_,-:: .:. , ·.ctcf .L!+·nj:1:;.0 ii:-L'Ll-P·rest of Tam Ky . 
~be v il:.:a1;:;o :o .::·,·:. the other end was a pl2.toon f r om Bravo • . .._ ·()"" l l ~Jg 

Car.\;,::,,-·-·--·-· 
• • .1.- .l.- .. 0 

.',s t.r12. nE",ctred. the ::tHm l et_, hc:.;h t '1it.s rcn::·1;1i::t with s1 1.:l l l a r 11s fi r e ; 
Tl,r, V~cJ''.3.ge ·,,r}S ri i::i'1 'j_n .:',;'l::i(':~,~~3 :. •:-t~'o: ·i. c of the era of . rronch 

occ ~p;:,·:;~ en, '.i:;iE:r-3 "'·,-,re or:sate ,x,d e:2.rvin::; s and cenE-nt courtyards--
1ow sl:::·r.,ut·!E: d i:.1. j,:r..i;lE:. gro.:0Gh o But not 211 of the a:r·t wor·c dateci f r om 

-~~.:. -;.;,~ ~~.\.::~1. :::-::~.;.;:~;;,.·-;<.;~ -~~.;:--;:; .}}·.·~.:;"'~--;::. the: F\·~cnch pe r iod o 11 

1: Cl-! !\RGE.illi 1':0TES 
Th( l QS:: 1 I':,fr ,itry BrigP.cl<; ar -­

:•i-v d L· ,,' - 'j7ir.P.1 0Tul0 1 15 ' l C•·~~, af ­
ter ::' } C--d:>.y sut voyage fn;1-.i i •t o 
De v e ns , Mass . ThGy we r e fully 
comb ".t - trnined when th,, y n1rrivcd 
nn s, t n 1 the first Charge r hend­
qn-i rt, rs n ~-" r · the city of Tay 
Ni1-.i1. They moved to LZ Ba ldy in 
the s 11d ng of 1968 o 

Crude pRintings on ·~itr-• hea 
wal l s depicted A:n8rfc-a·, he~ l ier ors 
bE'ing att~tcked by ,.,; ~~ill1d " f; 

C .. !"J~~c d ~\-··_ t·.h Lr '7 ri _, , 1 9 S • 

"It was onl' ·, _ . •-J "C\.,cs'' 
sal:i:d lLt J\IIik c '" .1,_ /l'l'd , co1 u ,2 nd -
Gr of the :, ~~riss~nc ~nit , 
"The ri c e W[ su: 1risinz;ly ill-
conc , "led . •~ ;· t 21,:' l ly bur it 
in c roclcs , . .s. ,n"· y , ::;:: th:i.nk 

· t hey pvt i t t,· l'l r t(- h0rv,·. a; 
~nJ pl~nn d s1·~ :i.t out to 
tl:. :i.r tronns . 11 

1 ~ Lr;\ ~l~ r· ;'L:g.\ G:JI:'" ~~~A)~ 0 ~ ~ .S)J~,'/7 D)(J\\'' ~.,,~(o) 
.I , . -.. ,r, , , I ~ ~ ~w~J ----,_) . ( ,, / tJ ·:i \ I t;\ \.5 

• I \. '· '. , r 'w , ' J/ -
1~ R. 1ny,;,,:,S-pecic: lis t Four Neil 

Jl1cKim:on seems to h av e the 
of a cat. ~t le~st that 's 
his f el low , ilLRIC"L Di v ision 
toon me@bers feel , 

eyes . 
how 

pla -

!t WFIS afte r 9 p.m ~ On cl' Ve ry 
d2rk ni ght ,-1hen Company E , 3rd 
Bat·")lion , 21st Infnntry 1 oper:'\ ­
t J:ng 20 G:i.J.c s nort'.wrest of T.:.m 
Ky, broke c -iF1p ;,ncl beg011 h ec:, ding 
tov1 rd ;mothe r l o cation. 

"I W" S sunoosed to be the s ec ­
ond me.n in ~~cler of march ," said 
Suec. 4 , le Kinnon ( urelrn, Calif . ) , 
11 but o 1r poJnt man wr1s sick, and I 
was no1'lin.'.:'t.Gcl to r orylaco hin o " 
Nr il is a Yurok Indian from n 
small tribe in CRlif rniA . 

11 1 ahr2. ·s feel better when the 
1·Chicf I is vralking point, 11 said 
?FC R0n Jus+ice (Los ;.nge l os ). 
~'\'k)rll f e<c, l that Ne il is the 
bc•st point man in tho ,,,hole bat­
t.:-:li0n." 

unseen to McKin ... ~on and. the r est 
of the platoon 111e1,1be rs ras a Vie t 
Cong warning of an upconing bor­
by tr2p o 'It was 2 ni e c e of ~ .c 
on a r ock, 100 mete rs f r 0 n a 
b ri(~gc . 

"I was c c1 utiously crossing the 
b::-idge when my l eg fr l t a Hi.r e 
goj_ng a cross it . I imnediate l y 
stoppe d and held my b roath , 11 re "­
l ated Mc Kinnon . Lotik ing do m, 
his keen cat - like visi0n pi.- cc 
the da r kness and saw a f:i_nc ,·ip 
wire running ahG<'.d of h ,•1 , 

The Yurok Inclian ran his 
across the w M ½e sign a led 
f o r his c omr· ·'" v, · ·:0 c • ,: . 

Coming t a hancl grcnncte , SJ? 4 
McKinnon r , · tul s o1;1c cituck 
prayers, then s•i::;"c the exulo ­
sive by the' n le. 

nr just thr ~\ G0d that i t dicl 
n ot go off , 11 s. jJ,,' t.h, '1Chief•'• 



CH RGRR 

0 0 ~ , no WlJ I' '2') 

LZ . ,Lff ,;,; It seemed as t hou:2;h 
the ,4 a y rould be a norm~ 1 one for 
t he •· .,_,. e w of t.he ?1st 1viatj_on 
Comna n v rs s unnl y h~lico ,ter . 

Th ;:- c · e1,r h ;,cJ been res 1 ppl i ng 
tinits of · t he 4th Bat tt :.. .. •'-'. , , 31st 
Inf;, r " , f ou r mi 1-es VP.St of Lan d­
i n;::: '.:.on e· ( J.Lo) do s s~ wh n they 
'·"F,·s asi~F'cl f 0r em!"r~snc ~r re s 1pnl y 
o mecl i c a l sup:>lie s ;:i n cl ammuni ­
·j on; 

1!i ':.h t he n:=iterial on bot· rcl, the 
~-01:nc · ;,,a s ft) rced to c i rcle t he 

c'rc.,.) £ rea ,"c;• h2.'? an. ht 'l' be ­
ce t ff'. of s ':• -.._.y mor t a r fi re s lam-
mi. ,, in t0 t he Drooosecl LZ . 

Th<" '.;unshi_·) -~ ts L'!;; •in ,"; the 
Pr'°-. t o 121.11.2-:,_·1 thi,.i:r.s1'u1,lv of 
21nntinHi ,1, u,·_..; t,rR P\i· i ·aftC0n­
n "'-'c r•, ·,-,,,~·j'd.: '.:; Off:..cE=:r (',:•)) 
Ja1.,,= s • 'l;:,terbur. ·+;, K~:::co , 
N . Y.) arn1 oilct , tJOFJ·•.:::'.'1'.'.°.ck T . 
. orre a l_ l {Oakrictge , I !ld .) tha t 
t h E ~. t ti;:i t i on on tr.e groun c1 ms 
too 11 h t I t o attE:!lip~ a .l c1 l'idi~g 
1••ithou t ;:"1 n '1i 1) s nn,1ort . 

Th~n, thP r Fuort of casualtj r 
c ;:un,: to th ? crew . UO 1/at t · 
d.;,cicl ,,-1 tl:.At ·•gtinshi,..,s or nc. . un­
s hins" th, C.'.\Sualties hc1 d to - be 
evacuated . 

Durj_nr, t '1 , l c1ncling, th0 ','., -1 ~R.I­
CAL Div ision chopof r amc mdR r 
hdtvy EmE.my mc1 chin i:: g .in f irr which 
1:1::1s rGt1~ nG b" e re~ - chi r:; ,~ SP~. 
e'h2rl8s NewE. 11 (Bl· more , · Ohio) 
and · door · gunne r 'PFC o '.r, las 
Chisho lm (J1ine r c11,v,,. ' . 

r11on land in[; , t : E. 

surpl:.r Has ' .s:1,, un l oadE.0 and 
th€ wound, · 1· i,11·, , d 
a boa rd the .,; PD"'l :• r . 

Risin,. r, : -•'.. a v•all. 0f f'n r.my 
fi r r, th, E ll 1· ,1 v- tu: n , .. f' '.1) ··:VAC 
r oar~d tot ' n erdst m0 ~icel aid 
fc1cilit·,, an : cl _·c"'pGd t !-1, casual­
tif.s foi· tr ,:ii, ·1t . 

In summin~ ' "' t; ;1c change i n 
m:i.ssic.,n, gt' 'r- ·. PFC Chisholm 
said, 11 Iodar w .. ::;1 't r e.a l ly unu­
sual. It was aJ. 1 ','\rt of e clav ' s 
work f or a h ~licr· t~ r cr~w. · 

l~~~l~~[P~ c§Jfr~& ~&~U~ 
LZ ' ; ,J T>:=;"They . were in the 

r:::11
• irnnact area. hortar rounds 

,-,hoos bEc overh 0 .ad And one sm ·s h6cl 
clo .",3 D•' • 

:re i-ia riofi Fe:aster · 1J 6lart cJ , 
Fl 2 .) dove into a nearby stream 
,qn(l submerged . Dur ing th6 confu­
sion, ~1rPvo vomn,m y , 4th Batted .... 
i on, 31st I nf Pntry . , 195th Irif., 
3 cle ., ')rFs c.-e cJ on to their night de­
r~nsivF ~osition, l Pavin- Feast f r 
s ··nc1r,c,t.,~c1 from h is unit ·, clee.,, in 
en c- nw t,;: rri torv. · 

11 r" don't think it r Eally evPr 
hit- me hov• bad R shao:c I was in," 
F~2stsr r6markE' d l ate r. 11t nevFr 
occurrR ci to mF thrt I might· bP 
c ary~urEJ and not bE Able to gE. t 
ba ck to my bu~Jies. 

hE haJ ~r2bbeJ a ~am2red raJio 
to kf e n it out of e~emy h;:inJs. ~~ 
clutchc d it und~r J·•J.s 2rm ancl l .:,--~ 

ed uo5trr 8m PS quietly as noss~ 
':,lF. l·!ie hO')C'(l to r2j o:·n his tu1it 
sinG h2 kn=Jw av 1roxi111P.t,::1,, whGn 

Comvanv B wa s t o s 0 t up i t s l;:­
tha t n ight . 

11 But I mis ca lculat d , ll • lD.UGhCd 
F::o aste r . 111!n1en I cane out of t he 
str~am, I c eJ11c fac e - to - f c>c .. wi t h 
anot hr r grou p of NVA . But my 
lucky stars must have been s hining 
that night . They mi stook me for 
an advance point man with a!l Amer­
ican eleme nt . 11 

Thinking Feaster Hould l.ca d a 
largo e l ement into t he i r , 'bush , 
the NVA l e t him pass. 

"They r ea 7 ~ct · ~eir mistake too 
late , 11 said _,,:-- v ••• , . "By t he time 
they began "l r fob at me I had made 
it to our ov,.1 ')C rime t or. 11 

1,lhat password did PFC Fcast0r 
use to enter his company's pori­
mc~.c r? 

11 ~1,'. ::1e, 11 r :. pli0d Feaster. "I 
just. ran 1:: ':o mad. M" buddies 
wr- .re t.oo bur,,, b lasting the NVA to 
worry about nc. ,r 
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~y t /-\ ~ y ;- · ·' (J o u \"' n s \/T ·',1eet in 9 
LZ B.'\I..DY>: ''1/11,e ::. the l05mrii howi tzer rounds came 11.., .111r ;.n . in<en their po -

sitio< .' the ,:nerny knew t hi,y we r e up _agains t a ,-- ..;·-:,~ ,; i ng ndvorsar y . .-
1Th )· t,t19 h,l;; of the g1r,2 1.I':?com on,e A.: i'c~RICAL ;_,,,o.o.. _f ira- support 

basf,. n:..nnr: \':it:h the aicl ,n' (he Vietna.,nesc;, Reg;j., , ., J ,:,.1 d Po pular Force, 
(R· /?··· ~ , a - cc,;1pEmy - size ·VC force Wll::3 p:-e vente d 1'))', c~ rrying out their 
miss>:·uo 

c .:.'·1 ,i,.111'.· Walti~e r (B:•i.r1 ,c,,~ 2n, M,o ) and lLT Thol, lc'-S 1,: :_ l_ s·on (Addison, 
N.1, ' . >,,;·,;1 c- :f ,,",."'ma~·~ ,t,·-l-.:,c:5. t,) f'i(',i. c Adviso ry Unit, No . 1, we re 
sit1;).;,, :..H th.::·~~, ,j'. st. -,,.,:.-,-. ::-.'-·::.,·0 i;'.J-~T•i2'. :·;•:0 r the pn:-.·,rio s day ' s notes . 

c· , ·_ : :-1,"l' i.c, t,' '- ,,,:.--2-i··•1·.:' .. ' •'·_· :·,'t'. - ,, .;-::n Cente r fl...ivisor f or flioc Bai 
Di st --; :i. . '.'. !.' .Ll 1-li 1.::.ic:i' ~-s t-,:·' •. .i r i_~ 1.,.J.ry Assi s t ance Connnand Viet-
n~,1. :- 1

1 '·/;#e..~.--"'~~·1:.. ... it~ t:·!: "· __ ... :.., .. ;\. tl 

("',, -,·· -'( · • .,. a.,· ,.. ,·,·,, ,.. ,'""'l • ir'"",~- ,--,.-,' '."'·r .... ii) th~ \T1.· e t--'.l"'l •7 ~e s e , , , c< I. ~ C u .. " , - , · •~ • .. ,, • ,, 'H 

.~ 2 ... ·_) 1 · ,•-~l•'-~ 1.2d o,__,\.~:.: ..l-~r-i. x•:,-:::i.u !.", t-;_1:c-fr' ing (.i~-1 ,.-.::--gE::nt 
1-u-..:t. '-.'.,,:' _;~~](:-:'f"',Y1! ~l.:.~~ I,:,)_: r.i 1._,_~,i--~ l.i.!_t"1 ~.bout 
fro:n 1-~-~ -t~, .. • .Jy· .. ·. 1 •~ r.)f "t ·1),) ~1.S',)-'( h lr -~ · r:·~.r-.r ~'.1·:~-:~;t1cle o 

Opcrntion Off i cr 
fire mis ion on .~ 
one - a n d - a - hnE . .Le s 

T'.i' 1;-.:,,:--).1 C•>·'t, ,:-.::•<'l ,_;-,-, -;-s_: •',, -,: '--·~.i:-11 ,·\·,. ( FDC ) of a batt n. ry of 
t ~e 3-.-.:, ~>:·~-'-C •. ~"~ ,~ ~--·:1:~ i;,-~:_·~lr; , .. , . --> :·,_s -., ·- ii,e ssa ge he hnd re ceive d 
nr.d -:.:·.-· .1•:-- ,·.,:, ,:)'. •5 ~o '1:;:£, r,_,._;i:. h::-.nl,:;::, , tile 1·~nce from whi ch the fi ie 
1nisc ,., .... \;·--.s ( : 1 l 

~JJ_l:· -'-"--. .:--~·111",\ t":_t-h tl1ref' Y·':'-G 7s f-:"'0~n t~e ar1v~.:,:iry uni t, h,-1.nri·ed 
arc ii ·-:~'-- :.: 1 '"'. _ ~~ .. ~-:~ ... ,. .1 1 · - .- ... ~ .. f ;-.'-e -~;: .•: t-~- r:r. ~ Cornp<-'"lny c• 

l'po,1 n;·rivL16 : 1..: E1i2.:.~~- :~o ur: i. L'i· f'l". ' ,:.T:. ,,J.S two p] · t oc,1s 
:i.,,,_. :'·, ·: _ .. , fire fr ''l c;" 
l:!~•·· .. r-c: :~:-id small s 
t. : ;; , , ,. 'S a c:·os::; t he • 

l · . ! ·, .. , S in 
1.,11-·,:- · .. ..l-.8 !1 ... , ~ ._._ ~ _._oc~-'ted 

to the 

l'GCCiV -
6()rc.m 

'1 400 

contact 
on LZ 

.- , - ~- . '-.. 

n:- ~- ;__·· ,:-\ ._ .... 
~~,r i :_' .·: 

· ~ l: ,ct r:s·.-•cnt culy f .or. 
- b , ~CTY. respon: 

.,; ~-"c-.f' - ,1 of 105lllm .. 
!1'.::--~·-:; this t ime 

;_· c· '·.,sti ,.\!; the fire 
,.n ~:•·:i.J clv:mges accom--:-
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= 8 E n e m Y !:< I ~'-\ ~ 
LZ B. LDY~' '·Numerous 11 ,,o ·Chi Minh 

sandal" trL:<;~<S and a group of 
field packs hnnging L11 a f ence l ed 
to the death of eight ene1 y sol-
diers at the hands · of · ·11ERIC L 
Division infantr~nen . 

Elements of Company e, 4th Bat­
talion, 31st Infantry , under t he 
connnand of CP T Thomas Murphy lSa­
vannah, Ga.) ente r ed · "HCLppy Val­
l ey," ~ome 25 miles northwest of 
·ram Ky, and apparently st rpris "'r a 
group of VC and NVA soldiers. 

A platoon-sized e l ement of 
"Charlie11 Compamy under Sergeant 
First Class ~1arsha ll Robinson 
(Portsmouth, Va .) proceeded cau­
tiously dmm the winding trail. 
·rhey observed man;r sanda l tracks t 
hooches, and tunnel comp l exes. A 
"Kit Carson" Scout a ccompan ied Sp~ 
1lilliam ~ozier (St. Paul, N.C.), 
the point man. Suddenly the alert 
"Kit Cnrson" de tected movement in 
the t hicket ahead. 

"I deployed my men right away; 
~md 'we soqn had the e nemy s urroun­
cled, 11 declared Robinson. 

Three NVA undone VC were killed 
by the pla toon's small nrJlJ.s fire 
as they attempted to evade·. A 'de­
tailed probe of the area disclose d 
a hidden tunnel entrance. Des­
truction of the t"J.lllel by a demo­
lition cha r e produced a lo_ud sec­
ondary explosion. 

Me,mwhile, helicopte r gunships 
supported nnother platoon-sized 
element commanded by 2nd LT James 
Simms (Clarendon Hills, Ill.). As 
the platoon moved to investigate, 
the enemy · casualtie s from the 
gunships, three VC were killed 
when they tried to flee from · the 
infantrymen. 

Minutes later, SGT /,lbe~t Gentry 
(Buntnss, \'n, ) observed several. 
enemy packs hnnging on 1a fence di­
rec,~y in fr.,i:t rif his _ position. 
Advancing s~_-::1·rly_ he located three 
VC in a bur':,..:;_• ber ,:n_t,n a hooch. 
The eneJ"Tl:r att,c:.mo~.,.,(l ·vo e scctpe from 
the 11}'olar Bears, 11 but died in a 
hail rif fire. 

Three additional enemy were dis"­
cover6d in the immediate vicinity, 
victims of the gunship's devasta­
ting fire power. Also· uncovered 
w~re 12 Chicorn grcn~dc 9 , threc ·i.K-
47 rifles·and a large supply of 
ammur.1 t i'Oll. 
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he;ivy c- xchaw·, s o · fire . 

El ements of tl"c 3rd Battalion , 
82nd Artiller. , r ,·ovided invalu­
able f irepow1.-r tl~ roughout the 
9perat.ion. · xp7-osioms rocke.d 
enemy bunkers, a ccountinc fc·r 
nany enemy deaths and c karing 
tiie way for an infantry assault . 

Eventually, the NV.- , cl..,uemts 
were thrust back toward the 
Chom ridge line , where the J.'1 
Reg iment, 1st !fclrine Di vi ,.Lon, 
waited for the rc.nnD.Pt s ·of the 
batte red NVA force. 

" \le definitely disrupt€d t he 
NVA plan to overrun Hicp Dt~0 ~nd 
LZ \'le s t ," asserted LTC·Cecil·· ;.r~ 
Henry (Rome,- Ca.), co1m1andin1 of­
fic e r of the 4th Bn ., 3 lsr :i:nf. 

:enemy· cquiprner.t c~ntur d ' th"' 
4th.'Bn,, 31st Inf., · .1 •• lu<1 ·26 
individun l v,enpons, wo •+-a r 
tubes, four ~~MOP rt .51 c~.1~oer 
machine gunr · ·r0~ ~r€nP ' es 
Rnd ninetceP 3- 40 rockl ts . 
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