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1LT Michael Simmens

I7Z HAWK -HIUI**Calonal Edwin
Kennzdy (Gulfport, Miss,) recent-
1y as=zimed cormand ¢f the 1%¢th
Infaatyry Brigade en May 1, 1970,
Be is-a graduate of West Peint, a
veteran cf three wars and has re-

elved numeraug decorations dur-

. ing his careesr.

COL Kerneldy served in the Uni-
ted States Navy duing World War
Il as an enlisted wan prior to
attending thée United States Mili-
tary Academy, i

Ha served with €ompany C, 15th
Irfantry Reginent,in Korea as a
platson leader and with Cempany I
ag Lxecutive .Oiflicers COGL ' Kon-
nedy returnsd to the U.S, in 1551
avd sevgad with the &ih Tufavtry
Division at UFsrt Jackszo, S.C.,
in such variad capacitics’as As-
sistant Operations Officer, Head-
ararters, 8th Inf. Div., Assis-
tant Secretary of General Staff

For the second time

member of the 196th Infantry Brigade.

ward to my association with

fine unit.

and Aide-de-Camp. '

From 1953 - 55¢ COL Kennedy
served with U.S.. personnel in
Turkey and upon return to the U,
S. with the 4Lth Regimental Combat
Team at Ft, Devens, Mass, He
later became Detachment Commander
of the U.S. Army Garrison at Fb.
Devens.

In 1958 he returned to West
Peint as an Instructer in Infan-
try tactics. Ho leff.this assigna
ment in 1961 to attend Cemmand
and General Staff College. Upen
graduation he again served in
Korea.

COL Kennedy partioipated
the officer exchange program, at-
tending the Joint Services Stare
Cellege in England in 1966 and
later went te Berlin where he was
command ing officer, 2nd Battalion

6th Infantry. , .
CONTe~QN~PAGE~10 . - -
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I am very ‘nroud to: be a

I look for-
each member of this

I have every confidence that this bri-

gade will eontinue to carry out its mission in the

same outstanding

I anticipate with a great deal

manner that it has

in the past.

of ' pleasure the

work that we will do here together.
-~CO0L Edwin L. Kennedy
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BAD OFFICIALS ARE ELECTED BY GOOD CITIZENS WHO DO MOT VOT.
- -33eorge Jean Nathan

This spring and sumer cach state has scheduled primary elcotions
to determine which candidates will be in general elections Nove 5

Most states permit menmbers of the armed forces and their spouse
to vote in primary elections by absentee ballot, -
s -

Unfortunatcly, far too many people ignore the primaries and vote
only in the general elections. This is especially true in the military
where servicenen nust take a little extra time to obtain an absentee
ballot, thhs facdng problems not encountered by civilians at hone.

Also 2 serviceman . often does not have easy access to information
about a candidate, issues anf election dates.

4

But, nilitary men and women -‘can keep abreast, if they make the ef-
fort. ‘Every base, every ship, whether overseas or ' in the United
States, has a voting officer who can supply voting rules for your home
state, and that all-important. Federal Postal Application Card (FPCA)
to obtain an absentee ballot, The folks. at home can send you a news-
paper that spells out the local and state-issues to be decided upone.

Sure, it takes a little extra time, .But it is part of your réspon=-
sibility as & menmber of the armed feorces and an American citizen,

It is'a small price to pay for a right that people have died to
protect, Use it! (AFPS)

L] £

g Seso gl
!

The CHARGER is an authorized periodic publication of the 196th In=-
fantry Brigade Infornation Office, for all units of the Brigade. Armmy
News Features,Armed Forces.Press Services and Armed Forces News Bureau .
naterial is sometimes used, Opinions expressed are not rnoecessarily
those of @he Department of the Army. Contributions area encouraged an
nay be sent to the Brigade Infermation Office,HHC 196th Infantry. Bri-~
gade, APO San Francisco 96256, The Information Officer reserves the
right to edit all material, :

COL Edwin ¥; Kennedye.ecBde Cormander SSGT D, McKsoness:es3/21 Reporter
1LT David: H, GoffmaANecesecessssBde IO SGT J. Tannesen.sss«s¢2/l Reporter
1LT Michoel M, Simmonsg,Press Cfficer PFC Ry Campbell.ees:+2/1 Reporter
SGT Ge RiCOesscsaiessansnsscssBoitor Sps Lo Granfleld.ieel/46 Reporter
Sp5 Re Merrittaisscsscsede Reperter Spl R. Carrigan..ssel/46 Reporter
SGT Re Nord.YkG..‘...d...Bde Reportar Sph G‘. I&qmbtiliil'..h 31 Reporter

ABSENTEE VOTING

YOUR VOTE
Counrs..

-
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Sp5 Richard Merritt
LZ;HAJK HILL**An NVA bzso camp 32 milcs northwest of Tam Ky is no

place to be.
A Long Rangc

Reconnaissance Patrol

(LRRP) unit with the Amoricel

Division, feam Arkansas cf Company G, 75th Ranger, didn't cxactly plan
it :that way but when they went out to gather intelligence they came to

the right--or qung—-place. +
u—“Wb knew we might  run into an’
eneriy force,® said SSGT Richard
Keller of . Eureku! Galiﬁqxn?
pr1n1ry~missien 1sété',j
intelligence’ 'ruport:
S¢e.  You Just never ¢
you mnight find,*’though _
keller is a téan leader.’

Working in the 196th - Aé the'

small team was dropped sevcn
miles north of LZ Siberia, the
westernmost fire base in the Di-
visione

The first LZ proved hazardousi

“When we got down low enough,
I saw several bunkers." Kellcr
shook his head, WA little lower
and we could sce NVA walkin a

cLHBERL

LZ HAWK HILI**A voise erackled
through the late night-quioct. Spk
John Letta (Rochester, N.Y.) was
roused from his nervous slecp.
- "Whot!s playing a radio 'at this

timne of night?®

It wasn't the Top 40 progran
from Chu Lai that woke Letta 'that
night but a Viet Cong "Psyops"
team broadcasting  just’ outside
the perimetir of Alpha, 2 <lg ¢0
miles north of :Tam Kye -!
"~ Sp4 Steve. iede (Ohinook
Mont¢) was on guwrd when the Viet
Cong propaganda barrage ~opened
up. WAt first I thought it was
the PSYOPS team that was working
with us," said Friede. "Then the
honcho of the ARVN Rangers who
was pulling guard next to me cane
over and said it was VC telling
ligs--'number 10%.%"
The First reaction to  the

broadcast was a light anti-tank
- weapon (LAW) fired into the wood=-
line 600 neters awny where the
sound ' was conmning -from. The. ini-

v 0_ ur ?"'

barrage

- are destroying our culture,

I shrutced at the .pilot to
Neither one
wore

rounda .
get 'us out of there.
of usw=£ired.&. guess e

ﬁstunned.;
*ﬁhelicOpter moved a=
-and set ‘down

iﬂhe h soan found a trail

nmarkéd: with footprints ‘and’ walked
parallel T 1t fer-about o half
rnile. Then they heard vcices.

Mle didn't see who it was
right then," said SGT-Edward Hen=-
derson (Bethan, Ala,), RTO.

At the tlne thoy thought it
was farmers or someone traveling
on the footpath.

The team noved to high ground
CGNT. ON PAGE 9

JTUP- 40

SGT Bob Nordyke

t¥al fire was quickly followed by
an artillery mission.

However, as soon ‘as the 105
had ‘quicted, the cneny
again dirccted to
®"The Anericans
South
Vietnamese‘de not want to fight
any longer, lay down your wedpons
and cone with me," repeated the
voiceAlong into the night. . ;

Early *the . ::following day,
se¢ond. platoon - of Alpha and the
ARVN; Rangers went ‘on patrol,

“Contact was made. shortlyiSmall
arms fire came from the woodline,
and the Rangers assaulted the en— :
eny position through. the. hoavY

flreo
The results were 11-VC k::.lludé

two light machine guns, three SK
rifles, seven NVA clavuore—typc
nines, and a 'B=40 rocket and
launcher captured,

A Platoon leader cnnncnted,
®*Tt'd say that was a gcod answer
to last night's broadcast."

voice resumed,
the ARVN Rangers.
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Sp5 Richard‘Merritt

LZ HAV
Glenda., I live W1th my mom and
Dad and I do not_  have any sis-
ters or totharseocs"”

The letters -‘came in a large
brown envelope,. some mispelled
and almost illegible, but every-
one a special message for a bri-

ade of infantry seldiers.

Last February the cify of‘ Kal-
amazoo, Michigan (pops 95,000)
adopted the 196th nfantry Bri-
gade with the help of the 196th's
American Red Cross Representative
James Stowell, Kalamazoo  sent
soap, they sent‘ books, they sent

pens and paper, and one little -

girl from Westwood School tried
to slip a six-pack of Budweiser
in with gifts, -

The fifth grade class at West=
wood School in eastern Kalamazoo,
accompanied their:‘gifts with the
packet of letters, sent directly
to Stowell by the teacher.

“I wish every man din.the bri-
gade could read ‘them,® sighed

Stowell,
The children sent two packages

of goods and Stowell - expects
eight more from the. ‘schoole
ex-major in the Army, Stowell is

OLD TIMERS L

HILL#HYL, My name 'is

’ : JUNE 1, 1970,
a--stocky, genial man who Yisits
ficld -companies often, bringing

packages from Veterans.organiza-
tions, Red . Cross chapters and
people who care: lot=-1like 11~
year-old Amy Jagodrlk who. wanted

" to 'send . beer: to the infantrymen

but her “groovy® teacher wouldnit
let her. Amy included a picture~
a smiling blond little girl in a
green dress~~-and her address,

The letters were -‘like notes
from a little girl to her big GX
brother--sober and unpretentious
and just a little ‘curious., Only
two were from boys. ;

“Dear Soldier. How arg ‘you?
I am fine. I'm going to tell you
about myself and my family." Miss
Patricia Ann Dean was emphatic
and percise., "“I'm abmut 4 feet 8
inehes tall. I have a cat that

. looks like a-tiger. My mom is a

housewife. My dad draws trans-
missions. My brother has the
chiicken pox. P.S. Plcase write
back." ‘
rThese letters are priceless,”
wrote Brigade . Commander James M,
Iee, Wilmington, N«C. "Make sure
some. of the soldiers write back."
‘Mr,. Stowell is sending 500
copies of the chiildrens! address-—
és to Brigade tIroops. ®1 think

theytll generate a lot of let-

ters . aid . Stowell. . "Don't

=

SGT Jim Tannesen
LZ HAWK HILL**Although he had participated in numerous award cgre-
monies and his function was .crystal clear, the commander of 2-1 abso-
lutély declined to pin a Bronze Star on a werthy recipient the other

days

LTC F.A+ Nerone presented . the awards for “outstanding performance

of duty® to SFC James L. Fink (Mason City, Ill.,) and Major, 90-pound
scout dog, retired, Both have served with the brigade since 1966,
"Major was hcre a few months before  me," adiiitted SFC Fink. "He

came Over on a ship. We got acquainted in Vietnam.*
“I remember watching a movie--we saw  them out-of-doors then--and

eating a sandwich," Fink smiled,

“) furry head snaked under my arm

and made off with the sandwich, Major is too big te argue with,"

Neither veteran-has any plans fer rcassignment. Recently, while in
Japan, Fink was offered a position at Walter Reed Army Hospital in
Washington, 4.C.- He '‘chose to return .to RVN and - the battalion. "My
first imnression*of the battalion has been a lasting one," said Fink.
"I think this is why I wanted to stay."

Major?

Well he’ hasn't found to mucﬁ to growl .about. He's been

around, secn A lot of action, and plans to. tegll “some hnlr-raising

tales to ‘his. grandchildren. Ho has the medal to' back " thcm Ups
: : *s{cs{::{:* 1a
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LZ HAWK HILL**'With 27 megacy=-
cles and an inverted 'V! on a 10~
meter band I camn¢ transmit clcar
. around the world," said SGT Dean
" Bréndal proudly. He snapped a
black button and the lineal amp-

lifier buzzed. e

SGT Brendal is a slim, talka-

tive young man from Minneapolis

-who spouts radie technelogy as if .

~he were born with a receiver in
one hand and a. transmitter in the
other. ‘

Presently operating the Mili-
tary Affiliated Radio’ System
(MARS) at 1Z Hawk Hill, Brendel
is a former 196th infantryman.

MARS operators work for all
servicemen in the Brigade, making
it pecssible for them to reach by
direct voice cemmunication their
leved ones in the WUnited States.
Priorities in a situatien like
this can bs as ticklish as as~-
signing box seats at. a major
league baseball game, -

Only generals get VIP treate
ment," stated Brendal,

gency situation and other consid=-
erations, we can break 1into the
line for some. Otherwise, 1it's
first come-~first sarved,"

A typical caller, an infantry-
man, notifies the Dbattalien

MERRY MA

LZ HAWK HILL**The APO at this
firebase’is one huge "in-and<out"
box., 1,500 péunds of mail are
distributed from here daily to
the 196th Infantry Brigade, com<«
posecd of some 5,000 servicemen.

S@T Russell Ring (South Pert-
land, Mc,) heads the operayion.
He used to work at' the Americal
APO in Chu Lai, but
Hawk Hill.

The: post ecffice here
one way, an extentisn of the Di-
vision APO. Like a roeokie attor<
ney just hanging e¢ut his shingle,

CHARGER

.a call home,
- ator makes a daily Ilisting of

. ecall,

: "But de=- -
pending upon time schedules,emers-

‘the United States,

switched to.

is, in

| PAGE 5
TR

man £,0mM MARS

Sp5 Richard Merritt

switchboard that he wants to make
The battalien oper-

these requests and calls it in te
the MARS station here, The Hawk
Hill operator calls a MARS sta-
tion in the Unitved States and re-
lays the name and. phene number ef
the person the soldier wishes te

The stateside MARS eperator
calls a civilian eperator  and
passes en the information,"These
operators hahdle MARS calls regu=-
larly, so they knew what to do,"
said Brendals, Then the rcal work
of ‘securing a phoné patch acress
10,000 miles begins.

"A lot of men don't understand
whifr we can't maintain contact
with the states 24 hours a daye.
They don't realize that when the
sun begins to play ping-pong with
our radio waves, we're completely
out of luck,™ hé grunteds "It is
called ionization; and it really
messes thhings up.' ;

Communication with the United
Statés usually‘is achieved esarly
in the morning, beginning en the
New England' coast. As the day
progresses, messages trall across
By '9 ofcleck

in the evening, a serviceman can

‘call his parents on the coast ef

Califernia, waking them at 6 a.m.
for a three minute chat,

it gets by with the benes of the
pestal guidebooks--the Army's
postal manual (AR 65-1) and the
International Manual, g
‘T painted the building red
white and blue," explained sGT
Ring, "so ne one has to ask where
the pest office 1s," Ring built

. stalls inside the APO for separa-

tion of haxes and a sectisned-off
area‘in one cornoer labled "Feik's
Cage,-wheré Sps Tom Feik (New

~.Beston, Illa) ean. sesure regis-

tered mail,
: CONT. ON PAGE ©
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LZ CENTER**An NVA battalion
commander and 12 of his ma: died
in a futile attempt to overrun a
196th company's night ‘defensive
position near Hiep‘Duc, 23 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, recently.

Withstanding an all night mor<
tar, rocket and ground attack,
Alpha Company,3rd Battalion, 21st
Infantry, greeted the early mern-
ing davm with smiles of success.

‘The action began when elements
of the lst NVA Main Ferce Regi-
ment moved into the Hiep Duc CF2
‘intent on overruning the village
cf Hiep Duc,

, e

Alpha Company, under‘the oper-
ational conirol of 4-31, was air-
lifted’ from their home base, LZ
Center, to a point 'southwest eof
Hiep Duc te reinferce the Recon
Platoen of 4-31, which had beén
in heavy contact for five hours,

After Linking with the belea-
gusrd unit, the ‘Americans moved
towards Hiep Duc, tightening the
cirele of American and. RVN for-
ces surrnunding the NVA,

"We were looking fer a day

iaager pesitisn on high ground
force

to set up as a blocking
northwest of the village," said
SSGT _Dale Sievert . (E1” Cajon,
Califi)u &

While in the precess, the
lead element recieved_a burst of
autematic weapens fire, The sel-
diers saw two NVA in spider heles
and cut them down with small arms
fire and captured one AK-47,

An artillery fire missien was
processed 1into the area, Alpha
Company swept the apea. killing
another enemy soldier. -

The Americans then meved inteo
their blocking pesition and began
to prepare night laagers,

Then, according to 1LT Michgel
DeCeudres (Sandy Lake, Pa.), "ye
received last minute instructions
to move further nartheast towards

Dc . Company, 4-31 who was in
contact, We were all packed up
with eur claymores and trip

flares in and ready te meve at
1900 hours when we received six

CHARGER
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SCT Dave McKeon

L2
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rourds of 60mm mortar fire inside
the perimeter,"

As darkness approached .the
first‘of two enemy greund attacks
began, a barrage of incoming fire
and chicom grenades. :

"Just at dusk I saw seversl
enemy stand up--théir figures
silhouetted against the sky--and
throw their grenades," said SSGT
Sievert. :

The remainder eof the night was

. spent in uneasy calm, interrupted

by an eccasisnal mortar round or
chicom grenade, and by two enemy
probes.
S

Overhead, flareships provided
the needed illuminatien the re=-
mainder of the night. Blue Ghest
and Firebird gunships expanded
their ordnance and were able te
keep the ehemy pinned dewn and
unable to launch more attackse

Two hours before dawn the next
morning, ‘the now acting company:
commander, 1LT DeCoudres, erdered
his men to be on 100% alert,Thir-
ty minutes later, according to
SpL - Defnis Dunn  (Seal Beachj-

- Calif.), "they hit us again with

chicoms and small arms fire. The
attack lasted until dawn," )

By then the enemy. had been
driven off ence again¢ "Our air
and artillery support," said 1LT
Willis Clements (Ft. Worth, Tex,)
"was the deciding factor.,” )

With the coming of .daylight,
the weary but victorieus soldiers
of Alpha surveyed the scehe of
the battlee. Nineteen enemy sol-
diers were dead--one ef them car-
rying ddentification indicating
he was an NVA battalien comman-
der., Eight‘weapens were feund:
five AK«47's, ene SKS,and-twe Smm
pistols, and a flare gun.

The remainder ef the day, the
company remained in its blocking
pesition. ILate in the afterncen
they moved to a position just
north of the battle-tern village

. of Hiep Duc where they linked up

with a battalion ef RVN forces.
Feaaexels :
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By LU FRPES

. SGT Boh Nordyko

LZ HAWK HILL**A lnme, loeal VC
huddles in a concealed hooch necar
his viilage, few ounces cf ricc
cooking--ﬁis dinner. Above him
a Light Observation Helicopter
circlouse. He listens=-=from the
hclicopter he hears his name.

And the rest of the broadcast-

-*Nguyen, your fighting is fu-
tile, you are being used by the
North Vietnamesec--lackey® of Red
China. Voluntarily give yourself
up, and the Government of South
Vietnam promiscs to %ive you food
and a place to live.'

The voice is familiar--one of
his comrades who rallied to ths
GVN only a few days boforc.

The broadcast is an example of
the type of tapes now being pro-
duced by the Psychological Opera-
tions Office of the 196th Infan=-
try Brigadee. The office's - li-
brary of tancs is being stocked
to cover a wide range of situa-
tions to morc effectively .con-
vince cnemy soldiers to rally to
. the GVN, . :

“Now we have a stock of more
than 20 tapes,"™ explained 1LT Don
Bernard (Itasca, 1Ill.). Twelve
are targeted  specifically for
known VC and NVA units in our AO.
The remainder are dirccted to
known VC and local populaces.™

[y7@2\ K_,t (“gﬁ ?3 @2 e 8EG 7 -

. Tannesen
LZ HAWK HILL* There is a Viet

Cong Training class that will not

nake passing scores this quarter; .

All members have been recycled,
pending reconstruction of a new
training center,

: The soldiers of Delta,2-1, had

been sweeping through® the rice
paddies and islands miles
northwest of Tam Ky, Lut:nads no
finds. A final sweep through a
- thick woodline was to be the fi-
n?%:maneuver of the day. It paid
(0] -

"ie broke into a clearing -add -

fust‘walked into a Viet Cong base
camp,” said‘ Sp4t Terry Tagarook
(Wainwright, Alaska)e ®They must
have heard us coning and headed

The tape seripts, most of
which are written by 1LT Bernard,
are usually recorded by an ARVN
interpreter working for the PSY-
OPS officer. Whenever possible
Bernamd uses Hoi Chanhs to record
the messages to their ex-com=-
rades, increasing the . credi-
bility of the EPEroadcast and thus
its effectiveness. :

"ur-main oPjective now," said
Bornard, "is fo ccneentrate on
isolating the VC from the popu=-

lace, to ddcrease their ability
te operate rather anonvmously in
the villagesa"

The pitch to the NVA empha-

sizes the  PFrutility in fighting
is the south,citing the fact that
their squipmsnt is inferior and
the people in the south do not
welcome theme The NVA are pron-
ised, as voluntary POW's, comfor-
table living until the end of the

war when they will be allowed to
return home.,

The spec1slized ~ tapes ahawe
been very effective. In April, a
Hoi Chahh on Barrier- Island, 15
miles north of Tam Ky, turned out
to be a local VC lecader, The
rallier taped a broadcast, inclu-
ding names of his men. Several
of them became Hoi Chanhs in the
next few days. :

4

out the other direcction ,because
the camp had béen used within the
past few hours."

e signs of recent use inelu-
deq .warma ashes from eooking fires

and the footprints of a large
number of people.

“We arec pretty sure it was
used as .- an enemy training camp

becausc one of the hooches had a
blackboard and benches," said
Tagarook, "The hooches were ex-—
ceptionally . large, the anp was
built for about 100 people,’

A complex of reinforced bunk-
ers and an interconnecting tunnel
complex 'encircled the Viet Cong

position.
The Iegionnaires destroyed the

fotifications, making sure that
the VC trainees would have in=-

struction elsewhere,
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COL OPENS DAYROOM

PFC Richard Campbell -

LZ HAWK HILL**In a brinf rib-
ben cutting c¢eremony attended by
the 196th . Brigade's commanding
officer COL Edwin Kennedy, a new
day room was dedicated for the
men of 2=l ~ ¢ |

The day . room,a’ remodeled‘sec=-
tian of an o0ld mess hall, was
dedicated to Sp4 Donald P. Sioat;
a legionnaire who lost his life
while serving with Delta, 2-1,in
January. of , this year. Sloat!s

name has been submitted for thqﬂ

Medal of Honor.

Following the Ppresentation of
the dedication plaque by LTC Al-
ton‘Coleman, 2-1 commanding effi-
cer, COL Kennedy stepped forward
to cut the ribbon.

"I would like to congratulate
2ll those here who have helped in
the building "of such a fine day
room," commented COL Kennedy. "I
sincerely hope ¢that every man in

LRRPS

and set up an. observation ‘post
(OP),left the radioman there, and
continued back down the traii to-
ward the voices,:

The NVA saw the
almost as .soon as
spied them.

A volley of fire killed five
NVA and wounded two. The rangers
said later there were 17 enemy in
the small clearing., The NVA hid
and blazed back with AK-47 and

" SKS rifles.

‘WA big unit ‘came up behind
us," said Keller. "Sergeant Hen-
derson came slipging through the
brush from the O and I told him
to %ﬁt on the radio."

e other men kept up a fierce
raking fire. A small observation
aircraft was the first te come to
their aid. It flew low over the
trees sniping at the enemy-‘force
which was now véry large, until
gunships arrived.

"We were lucky to get out ef
there,"” - said Keller. "Well we
definitely found out whal Divi=-
sion‘wanted to know."™ He looked
down, then shrugged and seratched

infantrymen
the Americans

the battalion oan have an oppor-

tunity to enjoy ite®

Free beer,.and soda was given
out . during the entire opening
daye 4
-In addition to the Dbar, the
day room has "tables, chairs, a
small Iibrary and a television
sets To be added-‘are a movie pro-
jector, a steree, a ping pong ta-
ble and a pool table, .

Two Red Cross girls from Chu®
Lai who also attended the ppening
day were particularly happy about

"It was always a‘problem to
visit the men of 2-1," commented
Peggy Greene (Buffaloj. "Because
there was no good place here on
HaWE Hill for them te get togeth-
ere i

"Now, We'!ll be able to get up
here an a more regular basis,"she
added.

EEEE 2
his head. "“There is one hell of
a base camp out thereo.,"

MAIL

"All.-in all it's one of -the
services taken for granted by
GI's," admitted Ring. "Not just
because id's a place teo mail pack-
ages but also bring them news
from home."

The Hawk Hill APO is also for
Kit Carsen Scouts (ex-NVA/VC now
working with American units), and
interpreters who 1livé on Hawk
Hill while in the ARVN,

There are fiveé men , . including
Ring, in the APO., Two-*were ppotal
clerks as civilians, two were
trained at the Army!s postal ser-
vice school at Ft. Benjamin Har-
risen, Inde The other clerk has
"a profile against 1lifting and
standing~-~the only two things we
do here " - :

On May 1, the post office be~
gan sorting mail from servicemen
according to state to speed de-
livery when 1t arrives in San

Francisce.
By Sp5 Richard Merritt
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SSGT Dave McKeon

LZ CENTER**Pacification is not
a meaningless cliche to the vil-
lage: of Nui Lac Son. Adb.thatire-
mote hamlet 16 miles northwest of
Team Ky, pacifieation is an active
program insurdng -safety and pro-
gress for its 8,000 people. -

The village

to the northwest of F-21's fire
base, ELZ Center, Vietnamese civ=-
ilians Popular Force units and

UsSe military personnel work te~
gether to keep the fertile fields
and plains surrounding Nui Ioc
Son free of infiltratien. :

"The major thrust of eur work
in pacifying the area has been to
earn the trust and respect of the
Vietnamese civilians, and te es-
tablish a working ralatdonship
with them in protecting them-
selves and their hemes," sald 1LT
Doug%as Lydden (I)owner Grove,
I11.).

As ¢ivil affairs ©Bfficer of
3-21, LT Lydden heads a six man
team responsible for establishing
and maintaining good relations
with the indigenous elvilian pop-

ulation.
“Our liaison team lives in the

village and coordinates American
educational and medieal ‘aid to
the c¢ivilian peopulation," SSGT
Waymon Young (Buffalo) said.
BEducational aid includes build.
ing materials for scheols and

General Walt Scholarships to spon-

sor young children by paying for
texts and supplies.

The liaisen team coordinates
medical attention for the vil-
lagers with. 3m¢le,.. Three tinas
cach week a medical team  visits
Nui Lac Son te treat any ailments:
free of cost. Medical evacuation
by helicopter is also arranged.

The American liaisen team and
the Vietnamese military personnel
also work together in keeping the
area secured., U.S. personnel ao-
company Vietnamese patrols as ad-
visors and provide the necessary
link to coerdinate /merican ar-
tillery.

The efforts of Americans and
Vietnamese working together has
paid off. The controlad: fire.

zZone has recently been expandeéj.

"is situated Jjust

. Service Medal; World

to include another village,
the swrrounding area,once heavily
booby srapped and often harrassed

by VC is now clear: .

‘The cooperation, trust and mu- .

tual friendship between Vietnam-
ese and Americans in. the Nul Lss
Son CFZ is-an unbeatable combina-

tien in thwarting VC harassmen®

and terrerism.

NEW €0

In 1969 he came to Vietnam and
served as Executive Officer of
the ‘196th Inf. Bde, until Nevem~
ber, when he became Operations
Officer AMERICAL Divisions

COL ﬁennedy‘s decoratjions in-
clude: Silver Star with Oak Leaf
Cluster; Bronze Star with Oak
leaf Cluster Cembat Infantry-
man's Badge; ist and 2nd Awards;
Air Medal with 0ak ILeaf Gluster,
Army Commendatien Medal; PuFple

Henxt; :Korecan Service Médal U.N.
War II "Vic-

tory Medal; and Parachutist's
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