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lLT Michael Simmons 

LZ Hawk Hill '-'->:'In .a rock:.throw­
ing, gr enade tossing battle . west 
of Tam Ky, Americal Oj_ vision in­
fantry, artj_llel:'y and heltcopter 
gunships recently comoined to 
ki.11 53 NVA. . 

Companies Band C, 1-46, were 
conduct ing search and clear oper­
Rt. i0ns in the rugged jungle ter ­
rain of' Hiep Due Valley. 

i•We flent one company to clear 
t.he high ,o:r01..md to the north and 
Rnother to clear the valley 
floor, ' said 1J.AJ James 1'1. Halli­
nan, (Akron, Ohio), operations 
officer, 1-46 . 

Co . B moved out to sweep the 
valley flo0r in the early morning 
hours and immecl ia~.e lv became in­
vo 1 ved in what pr-ovecl to be the 
bigp.:e st f ir€:fj_ght of the day . 

1 We start.eel movinr: out of onr 
ni t?.'ht. la8~er around 5: 30 in the 
morninF,," sald lLT Drake H. Er­
by, (.Milton, Wis .), 2nd platoon 
leader . ,; The 3rd platoon was 
point , mine wci.s second, ami the 
1st -platoon was drag . h 

As the company inoved across a 
small ~rassy opening, the point 
platoon began receiving rifle 
and machinegun fire from a tree ­
l jn(J:•. to the front ; At the same 
tj_me the 1st platoon , ·which was 
still in the night langer wait­
ing for the other 0lat nons to 

move across, began receiving 
heavy mortar and . .automatic wea­
pons fire. 

1•We s potted some NVA in the 
woodline to the north and opened 
up on them, '• said 00G Char lie 
Hall , (Hookertown, JIJ. C. ),1-st pla­
toon sergeant . "As we were 
blasttng them, someone a J.so no ­
ticed two attemT)t .i.n;r to sneak un 
on our perfmeter . ~le threw hand 
frags and killed them b0t.h . i; 

As the 1st ::, lat.0on cont. inued 
to fire suppressive fire, the 
Jrd platoon continued to receive 
sniper fire and incoming mortar 
rounds. The 2nd platoon spotted 
some communication wires on the 
grotj nd and cut them. Ti1e mortar 
rounds temporarily sto?'?ed . The 
2nd pl.at.oon then moved up -oo 
take pofnt and was ordered to 
secure a defensive position from 
wh ich an assault on t he du_g in 
l'NA could be made . 

•·•we dug tn faster than I ever 
imagined it could be done, 11 saj_d 
Lt • • ~rby. By this time the 3rd· . 
platoon had joined the second -­
only the first platoon remained 
to cross the open area . 

Gunships from 71st Assault 
Helico9ter Co . and F Tr~., 8th 
Ca v. , killed three NVA. Art i 1-
lery was also pounding. the enemy 
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posj.tj.on as 
gan to move 
laager. 

the 1st platoon be­
f r o1~ the o J cl night 

0 He moved out by fire and 
P1ove1nent and spotted the ·bun­
kers , ,; said 85G Ha 11. ~•we had no 
place to go but forward so 
that 's what we did . 1

' 

'r!"'e ensuing battle was a gre ­
nade --tossing, bunker to bunker 
batt.7-e, as the infantrymen 
moved in to destroy the NV.A. 

As the bitter struggle pr o­
p;r E!ssed, the 1st platoon found 
the::v hacl used all thej_r hand 
grei'.iades . One squad each from 
the 2nd and Jrd p latoons collec­
ted all the available grenades 
and moved to aid the 1st nla­
toon. 

With the arrival of r ein­
forcer1eni· .5 and more r.;renarles the 
HPrnf€ss j_ona.ls ·• continued the 
assault. 

11 It was a bunker to bunker, 
hole t:.o hole fi1:ht," said Lt . 
Brby. "~ie would toss a e;renade 
inter a bunker and it wnulcl c-ome 
fl.~_,j_ng bnck out . : ,o we resorted 
tn f:i.rst. thr owine tn a rock to 
confnse the eneJr1y and then imrne­
cl iate ly toss:i.ng in a _grenade. 
It vrnrkec1 

• '' 

The infantrymen finally 
knockul ont the last b1.,nker . In 
the area search that fo lJ.ovra:1, 

AlJGlJ;:,T i , 1970 

they found that there had 
been a total of 14 heavily for ­
tifiE!cl bunkers conne cted by a 
trench line . 'I\,renty- ni ne dead 
NVA vrere cot,nted by the Ai11eri­
cans . 

i
1Evident ly the NVA had 

planned to ambush as we moved 
out," saj_ci Lt . Erby, i

1but we 
moved before they were ready and 
caught them flatfooted . '' 

Co . B then moved to the h i gh 
ground and later spot,ted a large 
nwnber of HVA in the Ol)en . A 
Firebirrl frmn 71st Assault Heli­
copter Co . was called in and 
killed 10 of the enemy. 

Co . 9, c_learing the high 
ground, had received heavy mor ... 
tar fire the entire morning, 
However, the men of Co . C con­
tinued to suppor:·, Co . B. As a 
result four NVA died from Co . 
C's intense barraB;e of rifle 
and machinegun fire . 

Two days lat.e r sol.rliers· of 
the 6th Reg ., 2nd ARVN Div., 
swept the site of Co . B' s con­
tact . The ARVN solc.l:i.ers f ound 
six additional NVA kille(l by ar­
tillery from Btry. C, 3- 82 . 

There wore several reasons 
for the success of the Ame: icaJ. 
Dj_v . so 1.d iers, but nne in !")art. ~ -
cull\r sr,ood out . 

"It was an alJ.- ol't effor t on 
everyone 's part," said ,.:,,T,'c . Dale 
Phelps, Van Neuys , Calif . ), Co . 
B, J.-Lr,6 . ,iit was fantastic how 
everyone worked t o get, 1:::n· . '' ,;c,;::;,,,, 

COL Edwin L. Kennedy ••• Bde Commander :.:,GT R. Nordyke ••• Bde Re porter 
lLT David H. Coffman .•.••.••• Bde ·ro Sp4 R. Spangler •• Bd e He1;orter 
lLT Michael 11~ . Simmons . Press Officer Sol~ M. Gryta ••• 3/21 Reporter 
PFC D. Nev-rton •••.•••.•......•• Erlitor PFC R. Campbell. . 2/1 Reporter 
Sp5 R. £-"ierrit. t •......•.. B<le Reporter Sp4 .J . L0gue •••• 4/31 Repnrter 

The CHARG,:R is an author i zed periodic publication of the· 196th 
Infantry Brigad e Inf0rrnation ('ffice, for all units of the Brigade . 
Army News Features, Armed Forces Press Services and Armed Forcf3s 
Hews Bureau material is sometimes used. Opinions e.x'Jresseci are not. 
necessarily those of the ~apartment of the Anny. Contributions are 
encouraged and may be sent to the Brigade Information Office , EHC , 
106th Infantry Brj_gacle , APC ..,an Francj.sco 96256. TI1e Informat ionQf­
ficer reserves the right to edit all 1nate rial. 
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ncRE!-lSt=S 
Sp5 Richard Merritt 

LZ Hawk HilJ_,,~~•,:·They have a 
rippling buzz that you can't mis­
take . A Cayuse j_s about one ­
thj_rd the mass of a Huey UH-lH . 
Americ;:i.l Div . pilots and crevrmem­
bers here at the 196th Aviation 
be:ction have zj_pr,ed these small 
craft into nests of tJVA in. recent 
operatJ.ons, posing a new bhreatto 
the enemy. 

fie ver me:ant to join in heavy 
combat, these little ships have 
suddenly fonnd themselves caught 
in more e.11(1 more lear.1 fill'8d epi­
sodl-") s ove:r• Quang Tin Province . 

•1W?. always flew air reconnais ­
sance, cover for c0nvrys and re ­
suopJ.y, •i said WCI D2ve Marche.nt 
( Ar lin~ton, Texas) , as he dis­
cussed the ·toup.,hnsss of the LOH . 
"How, a lot of :z::out ine hops have 
turnGd hot . n 

·· It was m.y fj_rst day out, · 
Ca,1t . Ted Brodz inski ' Brookhaven, 
Pa . ), co111mander of the 196th Avi­
at. :i.on :-:-,ect ion , continued with an 
exam~le . i?The mission sent us o ­
ver BarrJer Island . We were to 
cl ,eck 0 11 t. t he r esults of an ar­
t iller~r mlssion that had previ­
ously been fired . ·· 

'!'he pilot 's bubble of the I.CH 
mHcle a fair tareet. ar-; it skimJned 
b~r at, 50-foot al~. itucfo . 

A . JO caliber round smashed 
through the bubble, cut. a bole in 
the door frame, and exited a 
b.e.J.f-inch below Brodzinsk 1 s hand . 
i,r .• y first day ont, ;, repeated 
Brod zinsl<:i . 

After thc.t it got. hotter 
On an aeria l recon a few we~ks 

later, witl'i a PF platoon north­
west of Tam Ky, another Briga-.b 
LOH zoomerl alcmg ahead of the 
search . ·->P4 Bob Nutini (Hancock, 
Mich . ), was the craft ' s machj_ne ­
gunner . 

''I saw a VG running f rom the 
PF, ;i said Nut ini, new a vp5, ••and 
I did hi1n a job . I watcbGd him 
go dow:i , but we coulcin 1 t get in 
close to check . :, A spc.t t.er of 
r:Lfle fire flashed up at the 
chopper, and it w-itfli'rs1·r after 
directing artillery fire on the 
enemy. 11 It appsarec~ to be an aJT,:.. 
bush., ·,, said Nut inl . 

Ambush or no, the cre\''S frrn.1 
Aviation cont inue(l to set an tm­
usually brisk fie;ht J.n,?; ~)ace for 
an air su,:)port unit carrying re ­
latively l ight armr: . rwo other 
gunnors killed three NV!~ in a 
closEi - ran,ge excllcinge of fire on 
ho~tn.e Barrier Island . Before 
long, 10 enemy had fallen t.o the 
av5.ators' guns . 

EntE:rin.l.T sizzling firefights 
is a good example of what can 
hr.ppen when LOH crews e,re fJ.own 
in all types of operati, ,ns . \Jh:i.le · , 
enemy mortar sh8lls whizzed by, 
r,;archant pulled half an exhausted 
infantry company from a peDk west 
of Trim Ky. A LC-r: only seat, s four, 

· including the pilot, bnt all tb0 
bigger ships were.tie~ un ~. After 
eleven months in .Y-ietnDm, ; .. 1archant 

CONT. ON PAG.,~ 10 
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~GT Bob Nordyke 
LZ Hawk Hill",c,~,;'It wns an occn- • . 

sion for field expediency, turn­
ing a LOH into a i'dust - offlt' chop­
per . 

During a series of heavy fj_re ­
fi ghts in fl 5.o~ Due Valley , two A­
merical Division pilots flew 
t-.hEJ ir sm£:lll craft into landing 
'.30ne: s too sme.l l for Huey M.edevacs 
and ev.:i.cuate(l more than 15 Ameri­
can so l.d :i.crs . 

C~IO Carlos Quintero (~Pf+, 
Fla . ) , was f l ying the command and 
control he U.co:)ter for Lt . Co 1 . 
Rich2.rcl Carve 11 (Virgtnia Beach, 

" ,;.. ;:" ,r J ::•. 
' , i .' J I I 
I • . . . .. - • .-
'--:,, . ..__, :-- ,,,, 

,.,.., ✓- ·" ;.:. 

,-·,- / ' ·/':' 
I r-- ' i ' • ~// "-~. \,_ ... , .... -

1'/))J! f\/! 
' .Ii,\'/ '--..... , .... , -. 

SP5 Richard Merritt 
LZ !-fr.wk Hill>!:• :0:' 'Ihe beds a r e 

unmade and C r ations arE. stacked 
deep under the bunk s . A big 
gre~n dusty map is stapled in one 
cor ner under a light . 

A helicopter out in front , 
patch -welded in several spots 
where it too' · hj_ts, is manned by 
a dust - off crew fro ,; the 236t h 
I'ied . De:t . , Da N.:tng . WO J Elme s 
Grogory likes to call it "·Luc!qr 
Old 60 Gi•--the last thru. tail 
numbers . 1'0ld 6001

• has be0n shot 
down once since WO Gre gory b0cn1?10 
its commander , but it still 

>----', ~--·----./) __ /-,s--
"-., ' - \.. .:- ----·..., 

"' \I 1 / ,' . i 
• ..... \ I '"'---

\.:' j.," 

Va . ) , cominclnd ing officer of 1- 46, ·,· 
off LZ '.fl0 st , overloob.ng Hi,...E!p Due 
Valley, northwE:st of 7am Ky. 

In t. :1E; valley an infantry com­
pany netded helr . PFC KEmneth 
Lyon ( '.Cu.lsa , Okla . ) , a crew chief 
flying his fir s t misston, ex­
plaj_ned the situation . ••We \•rent 
in s e ven or ei,e;ht time s t o the 
comnanv. 'Ibey · wE:rEi set up on a 
s1i1<1 ll h:i. l l covered wtt:1 waj_st, ­
hi.i;h grass and huge bo ulders . We 
·,j_ckocl up threE: heat casualt1es 
nnd ran soJOe r esup~~ly--ammo, cig.i.. 
c:.ret.tes and food , :; 

In mid - afternoon, the c ompany 
came \!nder heavy fj_re from nn 
lNA 1.mit . Two wounded Americans 
requfr ed a "dust- off" medical e ­
vacnflt :i cm hEi licopter . 

'' Th0 dust - off couldn't get 
in, · e:,xnl~:i.necl Qui.nt,~:ro . 1'The 
lP.ncl ing zone'; wci s too small for 
the lluey to J11anenver into and tt 
was hot--the bird t ook at least 
t h ree hits . " 

quintero thought the smallEJr , 
more rnaneuvEirable LOh could get 
in . It, did . 

11 We went in and they we;re 
tryi.ng to hit us with everyt,hing1

~ 

CONT. ON PAG1'~ 

flies, saving thEJ lives of wound- · 
e:d J 96th and ,;outh · Yi0tnamese 
solcHEH'S . 

U .ke many other units, Gre:g­
ory1 s crEJw is on call 24 hours a 
day. 

i•We cover areas all the way to 
Laos . 1' He traced a line on the 
map that. tool: in t he ir flight [l r ­
ea . There &re three, men in the; 
crew--the pilot , a crew chief Rnd 
n dust - off medic . 11 'I'he best med ­
ics I ' ve E:ver seen," j_nsists I' r . 
Gregory. 

\'Jhen t he y lE:avE; for an EJrn€.r ­
gE.ncy run , the: crew c2..rrie s only 
their personnl we.'.'.~ons . They 
have all the facts about the 
pick- up, but the:r must fol J.ow 
close ly directions from t he 
gronnd element . Gr01rnry trninNi 
five extra we~ks as a cho~~a r pj. ­
l ot, spccialj_zing in medical evc.­
cuations at Ft . ~,am Houston, T0x. 

11Last mont-h we \%!1t r:i.irht ·. i n 
on top of tho had guys . " G:. i gory 
removed about 100 Ai:lVN<::> in the 
western AmEJrical Division ar0a, 
nEJar the beleaguered r 0fugoe vi l -
lage of Hiep Due . ii :.evera l runs 
were m.1cle without any smoke 

COYT. ON PAG:; 5 
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ous~ -OFF 
said 1uint ero, ••30 ca l., automa­
tic, small o.r ms fir e - but no hits.I'· 

Hovering three to four feet a ­
bove the high grass and r ock~, 
Quj_ntero held the chopper steady 
·while Lt . Co J.. Carve 11 and PFC 
Lyon h8 lped the wouncfod . 

, .. I d on'.1 t know h1>w he held it , 0 

recalh:d Lyon . •1People jwnping 
on and throwinr, packs- -it I s hard." 

!>nfely gaining altitude , 
Quj.ntero extrncted the .,. ptltients 
to LZ 'ilest. , and then returne(.1 . 

This tiP1e f nr Another wounded 
- --rm NVA . Again he hoverecl pre­
cnriously ove r the tiriy LZ, se ­
curod t he load c'.lnd returned to 
the fire sui'.'lport. bnse . 

•1UlH'T.C:RO then t ook the craft 
up f or a final ti111EJ . 

'"~/hen we finished getting the 
pE:op le ot>t, we went out to , .spbt 
NVA and ma rk their posU ions fo:c 
Blue Ghost and Fire bird gunships 
to firE: up . 

'Ihrct dnys later, ~nether I.On 
l) i lot, 1st Lt . Patr ick Hadfield 
{H0nolulu ), also turnE!d his craft 
ii!!:,O a mul ical evacu~td.on choppe:r 
in Hien Due Valley. Hadfield ex­
plained: "I was going out to LZ 
l,/8 s t to fly t .1:e commanci and con­
tro 1 choY;)per for Lt . CoJ . • Car­
ve 11 , but ,-,hen I got out the:r.e,I 
hear(1 t h8re were some wounded 
where a Huey couldn't get in.~ 

Hadfiel(1 and another LOH fly­
i ng as an art~llcry observer vol­
untc&r.Eid to fly medevc=tc . 

A st.ring of Bluo Ghost Cobra 
gunships, F Troop, 8th Cnv. , flew 
along to provide overhoad secur­
ity. 

AWN~ in his craft, Hadf J.ald 
flew into th0 ti ,y lcmd ing zone 
fi vEi i•, imE.J .s for the '\'!0undec1 . 

, i ~(,:re Ttlc:\S so1t1e incoming, u re ­
CP l la~ H~dfield with considerable 
unclerstQte:rn,mt . ,; They ' cl put on 
two or thr00 wounded at a t imEi" 
while I was hovering . I guess I 
picb:?d u~ 10 or 15 meh total." 

f,0,,10 .so l d ters on the LZ pin­
·, ointed t he i n comi.ng . E.:i.ch tirno 
:-. cho.,.,;:,m• c Gme in it., hc'..d 14 sec­
onds before a mortar round foJ:. 
l o•·red . 

'OLD 600" 
( signo l smoke) to guide us in , " 
said GrE;gory. 

i•.JVDKE would give the NVA an 
aiming point f or t he ir nortars, 
and we couldn't give them that 
much t i m0 . .Som0t ime s I came in 
nt low level , 100 knots per hour, 
and people on thE; ground wou ld 
give me hand signnls . 

liBut then I flew over an enE.my 
mc1chinegun when I wns returning__, 
with a lond of woumlod . A round 
hit the fuselAge and we went 
down . tt Th0 chopper fell into a 
s malJ. PJ., camp northwe:st of Tatn 
Ky. 

ilit was like a d EJGd-stlck 
lnnd ing, '' s n icJ Grego:ry. No one 
was hurt. 

'Ihe crew unloaded t ho woun(JE;d 
and stay0ri all night wit~ t h8 
friendly unit . 

Their luck held . None of th0 
infant.ry1T\Em wer e cr i t-. ten l ly 
woundEJd ·, :tnd they WEJT'e Ab lE: to 
l eave thi;: n0xt day on an0th8r 
chopper . 1'Old 60011 w.'.1s r etrieved 
l cl t8r r1.nd re pa irei.1 . 

nyo U can g0t a good idEJA of 
h ow a mission is exccui~od · by 
looking ov <:. r a mission sh00t, .. 
s n id 0p4 Charles H~rris, (11..?.c ­
cl0sfle J.cl, if .C . ), crew mE..di.c . 
Mi.ss ion s1·w~t.s arE: subi 11ltt.EJ<l bv 
t he t'lircrr.ft c01,111mrnlc r E' fte.r E.. ,'.'.ch 
flight . Infor1Ttc1.ti0·.1 r eqv.::st cd 
inclu(~e,s one entry for :,'I'Y,-,(; of 
fire :rc~ce i vcd . ·, 

none, pilot just v-.rrnt.e ' Ki.t chc n 
J ink, ,n lc111gt·10d HArri8 . 11Ho wa s 
hit by overything. ·' 

WhE;n the. y a r t=.:n ' t in the n ir, 
the crew c ools it ~t ~awk hill . 
The:y sleEr,1 in a hootch bes iclEJ u 
med icnl cotnpAny and ryar~ Old fOO 
A hnndy 20 ynrds fr~n th~ir door­
way . 

PF'J Thomn s Day (Canby, Ore . ) , 
is the crEiw chief . h8 111-'."lk<:.s mi­
nor r epairs and oils un th€ mc­
c hii1e,ry b EJ ,·1.1eE.n flipht- s . • Rec E- nt. ­
ly , a hostile bul lcJt. burrowed in­
to the f J.oor- of t l.e c 0-op0r about 
n foot from where Dny crnucri.:.,d to 
r 0t. urn fire . 

11 '!htJ ship wns hit in th0 sc'lme 
place once befor~• n oted Dn~-~I'm 
going to try another se..i.t. ;, ,:c,:c,:, ,:,,:, 
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PFC Rich Campbell 
LZ Hriwk Hi 11,:0 •~,:<Rapid coord ina­

tion between a 196th liEd.son team 
,-:1nd a 155 Howitzer battery sever­
al miles aw.:i.y brought a cripplj_ng 
bRrrage of fire upon an NVA com­
pl'.ny, kj.lling 17 enemy and wound­
ing nwnerous others . 

'Ihe liaison team, sent from 
2-1, is permanently stationed at 
D.. Vietnnmese PF outnost north of 
Tn.m Ky. 'Ihe tec'.1.m 's • nurpose is to 
give rnilj_tary advice and to call 
for indirect fire sunport . On 
t h.Ls evening the four - man team 
performed with precisinn . 

••It wci. s about dusk when sud ­
~ealy the PF lender ran over to 
r,1e r,houting iNA - fNA, .. recalled 
:.°:Jgt . Ken Abbey (Walbridge, Ohio), 
l i aison teamlender . 1'A PF p.:itrol 
hnd spott.ed more thnn 100 NVA 
with AK- 47s and pncks moving 
toward the south . 11 

I 
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range, but we got two guns rendy 
and processed the data . 

In several minutes, the mie;ht. y 
155 ' s had rounds on the w::i.y and 
the liaison team w.:i.s in position 
to observe and adjust them on the 
moving enemy company. 

iiBefore we knew it the artil ­
lery rounds were lnncling, i, re ­
ported Abbey, and after only one 
ad justinent they were right on the 
money . We didn ' t know right then 
exactly whnt the results were , 
but. we were certain the NVA hnd 
suffered herwy casualties . ·• 

A PF patrol the following 
morning confir11ecl the 17 kills . 
Villagers in the are~ sni~ ~ lso 
thc..t there were many otµers 
woUi--ided who .wer~- carried mmy by 
the remaining lJVA. Niunerous blood 
trails and discarded medic~l 
bondages were discovered all over 
the area . 

' 1 'Ihe PF ' s were quick to show 
me on the map exactly w~ere the 
NVA were, 17 • Abbey remembered . 
HTneir quickness and art1llery ' s 
accurncy mMle my job easy. '' 

"TJJhen we rE";ce ived t he ce 11 for 
f ise, we werEm 't sur0 whether we 
conld shoot that fnr, n recalled 
lLT Roderick Dexter (Birmingham , 
Ala . ), fire d j_rection cE•nter of­
fj_cer for Btr.y . A·, 3- 16. ••The 
grid wn:3 . r:Leht on our maximwn 

. . ,~::<*,;c,(c 

LZ Center': ,:c>'.-<Sold iers of the 
196th recently brou8ht down 18 
ITVA in two explosive firefights 
n0rt:w,est of ·ram Ky . 

In the e::-.. rly evening hours a 
pc'.).trol fro1,1 Co . B, 3- 21, was re ­
turning to j_ts n ight laager posi ­
t5.on . As the infnntr~nen wa1ked 
into n clearing the point man 
S!)otted n group of NVA 500 rneters 
:: .. ,·my . The Americc'.lns opened up 
with M- 16 fire, killing four of 
tl1e enemy. 

Shortly ~fter nightfall ·a2mn 

mortar rounds began i1n,ncting c:t ­
round Co . B' s oosition . Artil­
lery wc:i.s hm1edintely called in 
fro11 Btry. B, 3- 82 , and t:1e 10 5m1 ~ 
sbells soon silenced the e nemy 
mortar position. 

0 There must 110.ve been a lo~ of 
them ont t here , i , said ..:,pl~ J;,.j,_ke 
1Iewman ( ~t urgis , Mi ch . ) , i, but th C'3C_ 
got.it too . 11 -, 

~weeping the area t he next 
111ornine, the infantrymen fot·nd 
six NVA kj_lled by ar :-, illery. And 
this w.:i..s not all. A week l.:lter 
Co. A, . 3-,21, wns sweeping the ctr ­
ea of Co . B's contact . '!hey 
found the graves of e ie;ht more . · 

:!<>!::Yr:::<* 
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::>p5 Richnrd Merritt 

LZ ·Howk Hill,:,,:c,:,vJhen they moved 
back to 12 Center for P.'Ut1 rci dut. y, 
Co . A, 3 - 21 , hnd been humDing for 
16 rlnys. 

:·,event. y !)ercent of t riose tired 
men never s:-iw Hie,, Due in Mny , 
t he l -'1st b i g fight f or Alpha, but 
those who did know more ,~bout 
c ombnt thon t hey might be willing 
to admit . Those 16 days brought 
toge~her the old anrl t he new-- the 
veternns and the ttgreenseeds •1

- ­

rnd built soMething that Alpha 
could count on . 

So4 ,teve Hoadley (PlAinfie ld , 
Ind . 1, who shoots n g renP~e laun­
cher, cnn tell how it wAs in Hien 
Due. He nnc1 hj_s squad outrrtn an 
tNA mortAr bnrrage . 

nr.:iy squAd wns sepnrnted from 
t he comp~ny, t: s n id Hol'\d ley, 1•and 
the mortars were hitting close . 
But they were re.ll slow nd_just inF; 
their fire . ':ve could te 11 where 
the next. r ound \'rould hit by 
wntchj_ng . Then we'd r un nbout 50 
yrrc1s ll'T.) the trllil to get out of 
rnnge . Nohodywn.s ever hit.tt 

't'l-1e il.111e r icl"ll Div . soldiers 
str uck b~ck, killed a .51 cal . 
1a:-. chj_ne c:un crew rtnd took t he gun . 
A confirmed 19 ene1riy wer e kil led ; 
one wns the batnlU.on comr.1r.mder. 

After Hiep Due, srnne of the 
veteran enlj_sted men in . the .. com­
puny l eft f or home or -got j obs in 
the renr. But new people came 
.in, uncl mos t of the old p lRtoon 
ser gennts were still there to 
leGcl them. The executive officer 
le~ natrols for a week before a 
coJ11r.,,-inder w0s found . 

For Crnt. Ronald Zola (Hnzle ­
ton, Pn . ) , f oririerly intelligence 
officer fnr the batt~lion, i t WAS 
n long- de l."'yed reLinion . 1rlhen the 
sp~re , bloncl officer left his 
st,"'.ff uost r1nd w:.lkecl o ut to meet 
his coim:i,.,ny , they we re on gurird 
c:1t LZ C0.nt.er . Less thrm six 
111onthr be.fore he h.1d commnncled 
thG 1st Pl:i.t . 

a The COJ'l-:'"'10ny w0s mnture, 'i t sr:id 
C,'.:1.pt . Zolr . •·They hc1d, time to 
brer:the . That ' s how r hr-mdle a 
co1ript•ny . I wmt to be prepnred, 
nnd I never rush nnyt.hing. t r 

Just cloing thej_r job shouldn't 

be·tbo ~nrd f6r .an experienced u­
nit . In mid-June Alpha was en­
camped south of c'.'\ 196th f ire base 
west of Tam Ky City. An .order 
c.:lme over the r c1d io. An Amer icnn 
comry;:my Wc\S under F.tttack e.nd 
needed h e ln . Cnpt. Zo J.a informecl 
his men,:.'nd t hey · prtcked thci.r e­
quirnrient to 1,wve the ti.·ro miles to 
the fight . 

iiI J11[\ke it a hnbit to c onsult 
platoon leaders nnd sergeants on 
the right route to take , '' s:1ys 
Zola . 11 They 've been ;1ere a long 
time, and they know the n r en . 
But my dec i s i on is the f inn l o:~e 
of course . a 

Zolcl st~tione<l a plrit o,~n nt 
thei.r lc:tager ond split the ot her 
t,,ro p 1 :'1toons when the~, nEJn r ed the 
trnpped cor1mnny. The 1st Pl~t. . 
mounted n. SF![' J. l r i.clge ove r lo r 1: j_ng 
the b,'.'. tt le. 

'
1 As soon ns incoJ11:i ng r ounds 

hit. us tl-ie rnen inunEicl ir.tE: ly r e ­
t ur ned fire, 11 st1.id Capt . Zola . 
"I 'm proud of them. Nobody 
froze ." 

The 3r d Pl~t . r enched t he e1,1-
b~t t led COJ11':')t1 ny e.nd the two units 
moved bnck to the 1st Pl:i.t., 
whic:1 hr•d cPlle<i .i.n [lrtillery on 
the enemy left in tl·te vc. lJ_<'JY . 

Thnt nj_~ht bot 1-i co•rir,r nic s had 
to m.:-trch t he two mi l es b.-:tck ta 
where t,c::e 2nd Plat . w(; •. w:\jtj_ng . 
The pointman W['! S a pl."toi'n ser­
ger.mt w:;.o volunteered bec.:-tuse he 

· . C~1fr. ,ON PAG~ 10 
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RE -Cf- RRGC 1 
Sgt. Bob 

LZ Em-rk Hill>:•>:'Compnny D, l-l~6, 
snent abnost three months in the 
bus~, going with the fighting 
from Hau Due to Hiep Due with no 
break excent 12 days of bunker 
gun.rd duty on LZ Professione.l. 

Nordyke . 
n c.:1sunl onlooker. It requires n 
man from the field to npprecinte 
the small things that re-ch~rger 
offers. 

Like n clerin set of f.'.'ttigues, 
or .1 s hower every dny, sometimes 
with hot wnter, or n beri with a 
mnttress, or spending the whol.e 
night without pulling gu1rd, or 
thr.ee ( count 'em) hot mer-i ls n 

Tne w;:,,r is forgotten now for a 
fe~ dnys , or at lenst pushed to 
the re~r of ench mnn's mind nnd 
ke'!")t submerged there by live en­
te;rt.r.:LninE=int, co J.d beer, and p len­
ty of slee"1 . 

· day. 

De lt.a Co1np,1ny is in Chu L1i on· 
r e -ch~rger--the field soldier's 
rewnrd for doinR the re~ l fis ht­
in?;; of t.he wCTr - and the company 
is l uckv. Becc'.'\use of n brenk in 
schcc1uling, :i.t gets four cl.:~ys of 
rest bc,:fore return:Lng to the 
fj_eld --111nst comnrtnies get three. 

An:' t.hongh brief, the dnys. of 
re-chnr ger ~ra import~nt ~to the 
men . DEJlt,n 's com.,,1ny commo nder, 
1st Lt . Thom.:i.s Crr.me(B.ayville, N. 
Y.), explained: 11Really, re-,c h.:i.r­
ger is r.1.bout all nn infa ntryrnnn 
has to look forwnrd to, except 
R&R nnd, of course, Dr~iiO~. 11 

For most of the men, re-char­
ger me.:-ms re let. se. ;, 'Ih.:i. t 's the 
best part, n s::id Spl~ R,.1lph Allen 
Nev0dn, J<o.). nyou're free--­
there's no hn.ssle. · And there's 
no worry nbout getting shot at." 

PFC L:~rry Strnt ton · ! Grnnd 
Bl::i..nc, Mich .) considered re-chll.l'­
g0r from another perspecttve: 
1'It ' s the closest you (nn inf('.n -
tryJil,."',n) crin be to living in the 
re,"'.r. ·• 

i1It 's just. n ch-1nge from the 
bus l-i , '' ndded ;:,gt. Ronnie En ton 
(Vincent, Ohio). "It must be 
good the wnv everybody looks for­
wnrd to it. r, 

;Jhnt there j_s to look forwnrd 
to cnnnot re nlly be understood by 

... .. ·-- ,._ 

Re-chnrger begins with an air­
lift of the cotl'lpnny to Chu La i by 
giant CH-47 Chinoo~ helicopters, 
then on to the 196th rechnr.e;er 
nren locRted next t o the bench. 

Priority one is . locking up· ,'.1111. 
we~pons, nnd n~no--they nre · not 
needed. The men :-tre given .:-i plr-tce 
to sleep nnd ~ quick briefi ng be­
fore being set loose. 

Cnpt. ~ugene ~hurtz (D~venport, 
Iown), officer in ch1rge of the 
nre n , hns the unenvinble job of 
keep ing the restless soldiers in 
the thenter blen che rs for a twen­
ty-minute t:~ lk. 

'lhe · session cons~sts of Cnpt. 
;:,hurtz expl~inj_ng where :-ill fr•­
cilities nre locnterl, be~ch s~fe­
ty, uniform requirements ( 1' •• It's 
up to your CO wh,': t you crm wenr 
in the nre.1. \, ), no hr.rd lj_quor 
~llowed, wh,'it floor _shows h~ve 
been contracteri, nnd ends with n 
quiet plen of let yourself go, 

CONT .. 01~ PAGb; 10 --~ . ' . ~· -\ 
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LOI- I 
reviewed ~is experiences . 

n'.i:'he: only ti1!le I wns hit, it 
...,ms \ so sm, .... 11 I didn ' t know ,:tbout 
it until the end of the dc.y, ·• 
snid t~rchnnt . Another pilot , 
CWO C,".rlos Quintero (:r.".mp.:i., 
Fl~.), received hits in his nir­
crrtft on three consecutive d,".ys 
but still flies the snme nirwnys . 

It looks as if the ubiquitous 
C, ..... yuse wj_ll shnre n lnrger :md 
J."'.rger slice of the support ne ­
t ion- - ;: J. l the support action . A 
door ~unner who fought on B.:1r rier 
Isl1.nd, c~psuled their ulti: ~te 

· · 1 ·~r JnJ. SS.l.011 .1.pt y: ' t W.:lS us or 
t hE:rn. " 

ib .DRYS 
kne-w th<:! rE1gj_0n . 

A week l ..... ter Alph,-:i.. cr•me b.:1ck 
to the b~ttnlion fire b~se for 
f0ur d ··-:.rs of peri111eter gu,rd . 

.in Vietnnm,especinlly nfter weeks 
of C-rntions . Thro nfternoons nre 
devoted to ste,'1k bnr-b-ques, nnd 
there is nlw~ys plenty to drink . 

Other diversions for the men 
include 1-i.AR::.i ,':.ml R0d Cross te le­
phones to c,11 hoJT1e, D. tnpe l i­
br,'1ry ,:tnc.l tc.pe dubbing f ,'1.ci li ­
ties, ch ~pel services, nnd the 
bencb . 

If needed, the dnys of re ­
chnrger cnn be used to hnndle nny 
ndministr ative pnperwork nt Divj.­
sion hendqu:1rters ,dentnl work, or 
just getting to the PA . 

But mostly, tl;le men just sit 
nround D.nd rest, quiE;tly to.lking 
rtbout nnythj_ng but Vj_etn~m, plny­
ing cqrd.s, ·.ge,ttine; · a . t::m , rmd 
wj_shine for once th-".t time would 
go slower . 

. Asked whnt more re-ch~rger 
could offer, PFC J.1.ck Ketner re ­
plir;,d, · 11 • • • ,iust 1.onger :.md more 
often . t, From most so 1.d iers, the 
question quickly pro1?1pted t1. d j_f­
ferent rep l:r--fem:'.. le comp:~nion­
ship. 

I 

T!· ox·E, nre 1 lw,1. vs some men who 
hunn 0~1to Cent t=J r but don't le~ve 
i1:, .:1iter the gu.:-.rd d ' ys ,1.re over . 
~ome fly to a l~rger he~dqu~r­
te ; s for ciEmtistry work, records 
checks nr ~ny of n thous~nd tnsks 
that c~nnot be resolved in t ~e 
fio ld. Clne tri J. l rric1 io1r-:n with -~ 
ruddy r~ce nnd n college de~ree 
in music ft' ced n somewh:lt puz:a. 
ling dnt.y. 

r--- I 
I 

'1I 1m goj.ng b".clc to the renr to 
get n Bronze otnr," he explnined 
:-ts he W," ited for :". chopper . ii But 
I don ' t know w' ,tit's for . " 

j 
! 

I 

but wit:!in rf1,:l'ion . j 
'Ilrnn for a. fr.w d:--ys, the men , 

I 1re f1•ee to si1,1ply enjoy th0m- l 
selves - :::, much ,'1.S they c ,'1n. I 

::o· p ·: rt of .REi - c i1."1•ge:r. is_,f.:Jncy t 
or ltlXtu·ious, bnt thore: is much ! 
to 0n 1ov. 

, I 
t . 
, r 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

l 
I i . 

I ; I I I 
'fhc!re is 

:1m.l floor 
nio;\t, the 
re , ..... l fer:rle 

the be...,.ch by t h e d, )' 
shows and mov:.e· s r:t 
nerrest thin~ ton 

the men will$~~ inn 

I . 

: . Ii~ . 
j I 1" l: • ., -:.,.:;~-~ l!l!';., .. 

l<m.P.: time. 
The fooc.1 :i.s some of the best 

I ' I f 
• -·- .• .J.. ·----·-·- --- - - · ... - - - .. - """ •. 
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